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JOIN OUR FAMILY AND EXPERIENCE THE RIVERSIDE
DIFFERENCE. Steps away from Rhodes Ferry Park and the
Tennessee River, enjoy an INDEPENDENT LIFESTYLE
along with all of the services and amenities that allow

our residents to ENJOY THE BEST LIFE.

Studios, One Bedroom, and Two Bedroom
Apartments Now Available.

Always included: Individual climate-controlled apartments,
private baths, ample storage, full or mini-kitchens,
housekeeping and laundry services, three chef-inspired
meals daily, social and recreational activities, relaxing
garden areas, security, a 24/7 attentive and caring staff,
and more! Free local move-in assistance is available.

Call or visit our website for details,
or to arrange a tour!

3 : Locally Owned & Operated by
P y June & Steven Hall
e )/ F (Decatur residents)

RIVERSIDE

256-350-4545

riversideal.com
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AMANDA G. SCOTT, CPA

Revenue Commissioner - Morgan County, Alabama

The Revenue Commissioner is elected Since my election in 1996, I have made Lacey’s Spring for your convenience.
by the people of Morgan County for a every effort to serve you and simplify

; . . I appreciate the support and trust
six year term and is responsible for the  the process of ad valorem property tax PP PP

you have placed in me as Revenue

mapping, appraising, assessing, and for the citizens of Morgan County. To .
PP, app & & and : . & oty Commissioner of Morgan County. It
collecting of ad valorem taxes as levied  accomplish this goal, our website offers . . .
) is my goal and privilege to continue to
by the government. The office collects online property tax data, tax maps, and
; — . . . serve you, and I look forward to every
approximately 62 million online payment services to the public. . .
. . opportunity to make a difference for you
dollars annually. We have satellite offices in Hartselle and
and Morgan County.
HOW TO CONTACT US Thank you,
Appraisal Division 256-351-4694 Mapping Division 256-351-4698
Assessment Division 256-351-4690 Business Personal Property  256-351-4862 AGE 65 OR OLDER
Collection Division 256-351-4691 Board of Equalization 256-351-4674
b 1 If you are 65 years of age or
Phone: 256-351-4690 Fax'. 256-351-4699 . 'ascott@co.morgan.a .us disabled, you may qualify for
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. an exemption which will result
Mailing Address Morgan County Courthouse Hartselle Satellite Office Lacey’s Spring Satellite Office in a decrease of yyerie property
Amanda G. Scott, CPA 302 Lee Street, NE 241 Highway 31, SW 423 Union Hill Road tax. Please call our office for
Revenue Commissioner Second Floor Crestwood Shopping Center Somerville, AL 35670 further information.
P.O. Box 696 Decatur, AL 35601 Suite 10 Mon.-Thurs. 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. z
Decatur, AL 35602 Hartselle, AL 35640 S

WWW. morgancountyreven ue.com
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256.355.7951
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Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association Board Members

Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association
(WWRA) is a non-profit volunteer group
supporting the conservation, aware-
ness and appreciation of Wheeler Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge (NWR). We work
closely with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service staff and volunteers to sup-
port the land and wildlife of Wheeler
NWR. With donations from our friends
and organizations in the community,
membership dues and funds from our
nature store operations, we finance
awareness and educational projects,
provide much-needed volunteer hours,

A

L to R front row: Susan Estes; Mary Ratliff
Not pictured: John Rice

Mary Ratliff is the WWRA Board Presi-
dent. One of the main reasons my vol-
unteering with nature based organiza-
tions has persisted for over 45 years
is that | know and wholeheartedly
believe it is the best use of my time to
help humanity in general. The mental
and physical benefits of doing anything
outdoors has been scientifically prov-
en and endorsed, and our association
has provided the impetus to facilitate
making that happen for anyone who
decides to participate. | know that’s
more a mission statement than bio,
but to sum up a very active and fulfill-
ing life that began in Wisconsin riding
my pony to discovering Wheeler on my
horse (and still rediscovering) is proof
my direct involvement with nature has

sponsor and manage special events,
and provide services to inform the
public about the benefits and attrac-
tions of the refuge.

WWRA was established in July of 1998
in partnership with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. Its purpose is to “pro-
mote conservation, awareness, and
appreciation of Wheeler National Wild-
life Refuge and to provide assistance
to environmental education programs
and other conservation efforts on the
Refuge”. The mission statement of the

\

‘\

been incredibly good for me. All our
dedicated board members are avid
outdoors people and they can attest
to that fact too. We are and continue
to be proud of sharing and protecting
Wheeler NWR.

Susan Estes Most of Susan’s award
winning 40 year teaching career was
spent in the life sciences with special
interest in ecology and the marine en-
vironment. Her field studies students
won several awards for their reclama-
tion and bio-engineering projects along
the Tennessee River. Estes was one
of two teachers selected by Decatur
City Schools to design Wetlands Edge
Environmental Center, and develop its
curriculum for K-12 students. A self-

WWRA is “To conserve the natural and
cultural resources of Wheeler National
Wildlife Refuge and Satellite Refuges
of Northern Alabama.”

The Association is part of a network
of more than 200 “Friends Groups”
nationwide, each associated with one
or more national wildlife refuges, all
committed to improving and protecting
our unique refuge resources.

Our operations and activities are
managed by a nine-member all-volun-

taught artist, Estes enjoys painting,
her family and grandchildren, being
outside for any reason, reading,
traveling, and raising awareness about
Wheeler NWR.

John Rice recently joined the Asso-
ciation as Treasurer. He grew up in
Hickory Hills in Decatur adjacent to
the Refuge and explored the nearby
woods and backwaters. John was a
Youth Conservation Corps employee.
His father, Harry Rice, retired from the
Department of Interior and became
Director of Point Mallard Park. John
is married to Amanda Brownlee Rice,
a Decatur native, and they have two
sons and four grandsons.

teer board of directors. A large part
of the Board’s efforts are focused on
informing local and national elected
officials about refuge issues, securing
funding for refuge projects to enhance
public access to and understanding of
refuge wildlife and to sponsor events
that show-case the many attractions
of the refuge.

WWRA Board members are from local
communities and all have a passion
for the refuge.

L to R back row: John Hobdell; Dwight Cooley; Teresa Adams; Nicole Mashburn; Dave Young, refuge staff liaison; Tom Ress

Tom Ress is a long time refuge volun-
teer and leads kayak and birding trips
on the refuge. He worked his entire
career with the Department of De-
fense in various locations and served
as the US Army’s representative for a
NATO partnership. He is a Yankee by
birth, born and raised in Indiana, but
has embraced Alabama and Wheeler
NWR in particular. Tom is a writer and
public speaker and authored the book
Images of America: Wheeler National
Wildlife Refuge. He loves to travel and
spending time outdoors and is an
avid kayaker, hiker, biker, birder and
photographer.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5



John Hobdell worked for many years in
Pharmaceutical Development at GSK.
He volunteered at Hawk Mountain
Sanctuary in Pennsylvania doing a vari-
ety of activities: painting, parking cars,
moving big rocks, shoveling snow off
roofs, planting trees, and doing a few
bird counts. He worked with others to
clear fields at Nockamixon State Park
in Pennsylvania to improve habitat for
American Woodcock. He calls Alabama
home and lives in Lawrence County
with his wife, Patricia, trying to reduce
the quantity of privet hedge and kudzu.
A slow process! They both currently
volunteer at the Wheeler NWR help
desk on Wednesdays.

Teresa Adams is a former Supervisory
Park Ranger at Wheeler NWR, retired
with thirty-six years of Federal Service
with the National Park Service, U.S.
Army Corps Of Engineers and U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

Nicole Mashburn Ph.D. is a Bir-
mingham native but has resided

in Hartselle for the past 26 years.
She has served as an instructor for
Calhoun Community College for the
past 13 years teaching biology as
well as anatomy and physiology. Prior
to teaching for Calhoun, she served
as the environmental educator for the
Morgan County Soil & Water Conser-
vation District. She is married to Dr.
Eric Mashburn and has one daughter,
Jesse. An avid outdoors person, her
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hobbies include birdwatching, scuba
diving, kayaking, astronomy, hiking
and travel.

Dwight Cooley worked for the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service for 36 years
at locations throughout the southeast.
From 2001 until his retirement in
2016, he served as the Project Leader
at Wheeler NWR Complex. Since his
retirement, he has served as a volun-
teer at the refuge. He holds a B.S. in
Biology from Athens State University
and a M.S. in Zoology and Wildlife
from Mississippi State University.

He and his wife Deb are both native
Alabamians.

FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES 2023

David Young is the refuge staff liaison
for the WWRA Board. He is a Park
Ranger for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service at Wheeler NWR. In this varied
role, he helps manage the refuge’s Vis-
itor Services program by working with
other refuge staff, refuge volunteers,
the Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Associa-
tion, and other partner organizations
to help visitors explore, learn about,
and enjoy nature and wildlife on the
refuge. Trained as a geographer and
natural resource interpreter, David has
worked at several different national
parks and national wildlife refuges
across the country. He’s glad to call
the biodiverse state of Alabama home,
with plenty of birds to watch, trails to
hike, and rivers to kayak!

5
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Christopher Joe

Andrew Orr

Event Presenters

Rockin’ Eco Hero Steve Trash
has entertained over 25 million
people since 1984. The award
winning performer has received
numerous awards including
Daughters of the American
Revolution National Conserva-
tion Award, the 2017 Best En-
vironmental Science Curriculum
Winner by EEAA and the 2011
Environmental Educator of the
Year Award. He’s a founding
board member of the national
Keep America Beautiful affili-
ate, Keep the Shoals Beautiful.
He was a featured guest on Le-

| Var Burton’s Reading Rainbow. Vel /X
He has his own kids science M .
show on PBS called STEVE Timothy Michael Joe

TRASH SCIENCE.

Conservationist and owner of
Connecting with Birds and Na-
ture Tours, LLC. Christopher
Joe will be leading the Birding
101 tours at the refuge Visitor
Center. He is a 3rd generation
farmer that raises Black An-
gus Cattle, and avid outdoors
man. He started his company
on October 31, 2018 in order
to diversify the family’s award
winning Black Angus cattle
farm which has been in the
family since the early 1900s.

George Archibald

Photographing harsh climates
and endangered species has
long been a favorite subject
for Andrew Orr, a landscape
and wildlife photographer for
the past twenty years. For
much of the last decade, he’s
spent hundreds of days photo-
graphing in extreme climates
such as Antarctica and the
deserts of Northern Arizona.
He recently completed a port-
folio documenting the critically
endangered California Condor.
While not photographing
condors, Andrew has traveled
several times to Antarctica
teaching photography on
expedition ships as well as
sailed on a 52-day Antarctic
expedition on a 100-year-old
tall ship.

Richard Beilfuss

Timothy Michael Joe is

an American self taught,
representational artist from
the rural southern town of
Greensboro, Alabama. Timothy
creates art based on themes
associated with the southern
rural culture loving God, family,
and heritage. He has experi-
ence with many mediums over
the years including; graphite,
calligraphy, charcoal, gouache,
acrylic, and oil paints and

soft pastels. He enjoys using
his gift to educate, uplift, and
encourage his audience.

George Archibald, along with fellow grad-
uate student Ron Sauey, established
the International Crane Foundation in
Baraboo, Wisconsin as the world center
for the study and preservation of cranes.
His dream was to save the world's
cranes and that notion has been his
driving force ever since. Dr. Archibald’s
visionary leadership in international
conservation over the last fifty years has
given flight to extraordinary grassroots
recovery efforts across the globe. He
forged scientific exchanges and field
conservation programs in the 1970s
with Chinese and Russian biologists.
Under his leadership, the International
Crane Foundation grew into a highly
respected organization, successfully
promoting crane and habitat conser-
vation around the world. Dr. Archibald
recently completed the book, My Life
with Cranes: A Collection of Stories.

Richard Beilfuss serves as
President & CEO of the Inter-
national Crane Foundation and
has more than 30 years of
experience leading communi-
ty-based conservation efforts
for cranes, other wildlife, and
people across many countries
in Africa and Asia as well as
in the US. Rich will explore
the role of cranes as inspiring
and endangered ambassadors
for conservation worldwide,
bringing people together to
save the amazing places
where cranes dance. He will
share conservation stories
from the field in Vietham and
Zambia, and the struggle to
bring back Whooping Cranes
from the brink of extinction
and maintain the successful
recovery of Sandhill Cranes
across the US.

Jimmy Stiles is a naturalist,
field biologist, and outdoors-
man, currently working on Al-
abama’s herpetofaunal diver-
sity with the Alabama Natural
Heritage Program and also in
the Conecuh National Forest
leading efforts to recover the
endangered indigo snake
(North America’s largest and
arguably most impressive
snake species) and restore
the longleaf forests.

John Stokes and Dale Kernahan

Wings to Soar. Dale Kernahan and John Stokes have a combined 72 years of experience working with
raptors. Dale became a licensed Falconer in 1990 and began her professional raptor career in 1993
when she joined the American Eagle Foundation. She worked for the Wings of America Show at Dollywood,
as a herpetologist with the Santa Barbara Zoo and in 2004, she began work with Save Our American Rap-
tors. In 2013, Dale and John formed Wings to Soar. John began his professional career with the Memphis
Z00. In 1986, John left the Memphis Zoo and hegan work with the Cumberland Wildlife Foundation which
later merged with the National Foundation to Protect America’s Eagles (later known as the American

Eagle Foundation). In January of 1991, NFPAE relocated to Pigeon Forge and Dollywood theme park. His
position was that of Edutainment Director and duties were training raptors and presentators for the Wings
of America Show. In 2002, John became the Lead Keeper of Birds at the Santa Barbara Zoo. From 2004
to the present, John has worked with Dale at Save Our American Raptors and Wings To Soar.

Joseph Duff joined WildAid Canada
Society as their Executive Director

in 2019 following a career spanning
over 25 years as the CEO of Operation
Migration Inc. After earning his pilot
license in the Yukon Territories and

a 20 year career as a commercial
photographer in Toronto, Joe Duff
joined Bill Lishman and together they
conducted the first ever human-led
bird migration. The two “artists-turned-
naturalists” used two ultralight aircraft
to lead a flock of Canada geese from
Ontario to Virginia. The success of
that initial study led to the founding of
Operation Migration and the making of
the Columbia movie “Fly Away Home”
in 1995. Joe headed the team of
pilots and handlers that annually led a
new generation of Whooping cranes on
their 1200+ mile first migration from
Wisconsin to Florida. Between 2001
and 2016, Operation Migration worked
with the nine federal, state and private
agencies that made up the Whooping
Crane Eastern Partnership.

Joseph Duff
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RETURN OF THE WHOOPING
CRANE TO ALABAMA

Three stately white birds with
red crowns and black primary
feathers flap silently as they head
south from their summer home
in Wisconsin, headed for the Gulf
Coast of Florida where they will
spend the winter. They had taken
a similar path two years before,
following an ultralight airplane
piloted by what seemed to them a
member of their own species. With
the ultralight no longer accompa-
nying them, they are looking for a
place to alight for the night when
they see a small wetland surround-
ed by harvested corn just north of
the Tennessee River and Wheeler
National Wildlife Refuge. They set
their wings and land.

Sometime over the next few
days, they note a small party of
humans approaching and they
move slowly away. Little did they
know or care, the humans were
participating on the 2004 Wheeler
National Wildlife Refuge Christmas
Bird Count on December 18. It
was an historic event...they were
Whooping Cranes and members of
their species had not been seen in
Alabama since 1899.

Whooping Cranes, unlike many
other waterbird species, were
probably never numerous with
peak estimated populations of
around 10,000. They nested
over much of the northern United

States and Canada and migrated
through much of the U.S. to their
wintering grounds in the southern
U.S. By the 1940’s their numbers
had declined precipitously to only
15-20 birds when conservation
measures aimed at increasing their
populations were initiated. Thank-
fully, these measures resulted in
an increase in numbers and by the
1990’s, 500-600 birds were mi-
grating from their nesting grounds
in and near Wood Buffalo National
Park in northwest Canada to winter
along the Gulf Coast of Texas.

Realizing that Whooping Cranes
once occurred in eastern North
America the Whooping Crane East-

ern Partnership (WCEP), a group

of non-profit organizations and
government and state agencies,
was formed in 1999. Its purpose is
to facilitate the restoration of that
migratory population as an integral
part of the overall recovery of the
species. Member organizations
conduct a number of research, ed-
ucational and management actions
throughout eastern North America.

Alabama has benefited directly
from WCEP programs. Since the
appearance of the three cranes
in 2004, Alabama has become a
haven for migrating and wintering
Whooping Cranes. Many now spend
all or a portion of their winters

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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VISUAL ARTS CENTER

FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES

See the exhibit, Symbols of Transformation by
Sophie McVicar. Sophie is a visual artist who
lives and works in Birmingham, Alabama.

Her work celebrates the gentle beauties and
tragedies of nature featuring the crane, hare,
snake, vulture and more.

Festival of the Cranes Gallery Hours:
Thursday & Friday, 10:00 am-5:00 pm
Saturday, 10:00 am-3:00 pm

Sunday, 11:00 am-3:00 pm

Watercolor Workshop with Sophie McVicar
Saturday, Jan 14th, 9:00-11:00 am. $35
Space is limited. Register at carnegiearts.org

Watercolor/Gouache Workshop with Timothy
Joe, Saturday, Jan 14th, 1:00-3:00 am. $35
Space is limited. Register at carnegiearts.org

207 Church Street, Northeast
Decatur, Alabama

OF© 256-341-0562

carnegiearts.org

here. North Alabama appears
particularly attractive to them. They
have been seen in Lauderdale, Law-
rence, Limestone, Morgan, Madison
and Cherokee counties.

Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge,
with its 35,000 acres of wetlands,
forests and cropland, has provid-
ed a sanctuary for migrating and
wintering Whooping Cranes since at
least 2004. The number of Whoop-
ing Cranes using the Refuge annu-
ally varies from 10-20 birds with a
high of 26. From their primary roost
sites in the Refuge’s shallow wa-
ters surrounding Flint Creek Island
and Garth Slough, they spend much
of the day foraging and loafing in

Garth Slough, Limestone Bay, in
the Tennessee River backwaters
off White Springs Dike and often
around the Refuge Visitor Center
and Wildlife Observation Building.
In late afternoon, prior to making
their way to their roost site, up-
wards of 10,000 Sandhill Cranes
gather around the Wildlife Obser-
vation Building. It's an awesome
challenge sorting through all those
Sandhills for Whooping Cranes.

Accept that challenge and join us
for the next Crane Festival sched-
uled for January 13-15, 2023!
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WHEELER NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE...

AT THE CENTER OF WINTERING
WHOOPING CRANES IN EASTERN NORTH AMERICA

In an attempt to re-establish a
migratory population of Whooping
Cranes in eastern North Ameri-
ca, the Whooping Crane Eastern
Partnership, a coalition of con-
servation organizations and state
and federal agencies, had chosen
two re-introduction techniques to
establish the Eastern Migratory
Population. One technique trained
cranes to follow costumed pilots
flying ultralight aircraft from Wis-
consin to Florida. The other, Direct
Autumn Release, released young
birds into wild Sandhill Crane
populations nesting in Wisconsin
hoping they would “learn” how to
migrate. The ultralight aircraft-led
program, dubbed Operation Migra-

tion, kicked off in 2001 when the
first captive-reared young Whoop-
ing Cranes followed Operation
Migration ultralight aircraft pilots
from Wisconsin to Florida.

Shortly after Operation Migration
started, the first Whooping Cranes
recorded near Wheeler National
Wildlife Refuge were three found
just north of the refuge on the
2004 Christmas Bird Count. Unfor-
tunately, one of the three was found
dead shortly thereafter and the
remaining two quickly made their
way to St. Marks National Wildlife
Refuge in Florida. This was big
news for local birding enthusiasts,
Whooping Cranes had never been

reported in north Alabama before.

Not knowing if Whoopers would
be seen in subsequent years, we
were pleasantly surprised when
two showed up on the refuge in
December of 2007. To our great
joy, those same two birds, 13-02
and 18-02 from the 2002 cohort
of birds led by ultralight aircraft
to Florida, would become regular
wintering birds for the next several
years. How did we know they were
the same birds? All birds released
were fitted with a metal leg band
and plastic color bands in unique
combinations allowing individual
identification if those band com-
binations can be recorded. In

addition, most whooping cranes
were also fitted with telemetry
transmitters with different frequen-
cies on their legs so they could be
monitored, at least as long as the
transmitter batteries lasted.

The two birds that wintered in
2007 heralded increasing numbers
of cranes using the refuge and
that usage continues today. It is
not unusual for 10 to 20 Whoop-
ers to use the refuge while twen-
ty-six is the highest number record-
ed. Not all Whoopers recorded on
the refuge winter here. Some stop
during their autumnal migration to
Florida and others stop on their
return to their nesting grounds.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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CENTER OF WINTERING conTINUED

However, 10 to 15 usually spend not to be. The cranes and ultralight and were released to mingle with

their winter here. pilots were grounded because of thousands of Sandhill Cranes and
a potential Federal Aviation Admin-  seven Whooping Cranes already
To add spice to the saga, consid- istration rule violation. Ultralight wintering on the refuge. They re-

er this. The first ten years of effort  aircraft are licensed as light sport  mained on the refuge until April 12
to establish an eastern migratory aircraft which prevents them being  when they took wing, soared high,

flock proceeded almost without flown for compensation under rules and headed north. They spent the

a hitch. Operation Migration led that took effect in 2008. Eventu- next night in Kentucky and eventual-
young cranes from Wisconsin to ally, the FAA provided a temporary ly made it back to Wisconsin.
Florida each year. However, as we waiver allowing them to continue

all know, even the best laid plans their trip. Several of those birds returned to
can go awry. In 2011, after flying winter on the refuge over the years,
over seven hundred miles with Now, the cranes could head joining other Whooping Cranes that

several multi-day stops, a group of  toward Florida. They could but they  form a core group that continues to
ultralight-led cranes made it to their didn’t! They refused to follow the return to Wheeler NWR every year.
planned rest site in Franklin County, ultralights. After considering all
Alabama on December 11th. options, the decision was made to
transport the young cranes by truck
A few days rest for the birds and  to Wheeler NWR. They made the
it'’s on to the next site. But it was 70-mile trip on February 4, 2012

We are an upscale, full-service boarding acres with multiple turn out options and
facility which boasts a large indoor arena  quality hay and grain provided.

Gl GLiets el Iqrge cgiling fgns, a We are in north Alabama, convenient
large outdoor stadium ring, a hghtEd to Huntsville, Madison, and Athens and
outdoor dressage arena, horse-friendly owned and operated by Debi and Kevin
ijt:r”tf ‘Af'i'g' dr\l/Jvki)tae'ruTwat: u& f:’onzolji?ee Crowley. Debi is a lifelong equestrian
hei P)ult and m c]h m%relp having competed in eventing through the
gnt, u : Advanced level and having earned her
Our facility is geared towards eventing USDF gold medal in dressage. The staff at
and dressage with regular clinics with CMF are also experienced equestrians as
local trainers, ample turn out over 75 well as courteous and helpful.

Gottore Meadows Faryre

26846 Lambert Road, Elkmont, AL ® (256) 679-3348 e cottonmeadowsfarm@gmail.com

_r;i‘ée;vsge VISIt us on ‘Facebook
For more info or a tour please text or call Debi at 256-679-3348

518617-1
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| am a Northern Alabama Real Estate
Agent, Buyer’s Agent, Listing Agent,
Military Relocation Professional, Relocation
Professional, Commercial Real Estate and
Investor services. Let me be your
lifetime agent and guide your
Real Estate Journey.

Sheryl Schettinger
ABR, MRP

REALTY ONE GROUP
TITANIUM

Sheryl@
HomesbySheryl.com

HomesbySheryl.com
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iding automotive rep
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-Over 12 years experience in the automotive field
- ASE certified and Ford Master certified

STOREY AUTOMOTIVE
917 Highway 31, Hartselle, AL 35640
(256) 754-5050

52077

15380 Greenfield Drive
Athens, AL 35613
(256) 226-2242

520794-1

CRS, GRI
256-642-9903

sandra@

[ have been a Realtor for over
30 years, I live in Somerville,
and I am very familiar with
the Somerville and Priceville
areas. Let me help you find
the home of your dreams!

Sandra Ball

sandraballrealtor.com

coldwellbankerdecatur.com
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Confidence in the palm of your hand with
the Boundary Plus Smart™ System.

,
$3oo OFF Boundary Plus Smart™ System

*Limited time offer. Valid on professionally installed Outdoor Solution. Participating dealers only.
Restrictions may apply. Not valid with other discounts or previous purchases. Offer expires 01/31/2023

Mobile app With
real-time alerts
to yourphone.
Know your pet |
is always safe at
home with the
Boundary Plus
Smart™ System.

z

Invisible
Fence sz

InvisibleFence.com

Invisible Fence of Huntsville
256-746-0606

huntsville.invisiblefence.com
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF

SANDHILL CRANES

ON WHEELER NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Sandhill Cranes are a conspicu-
ous winter bird on Wheeler NWR.
However, that has not always been
the case. The reason...historical-
ly, Sandhill Cranes in the eastern
population migrated well east of
Wheeler, moving from northern
Canada and the Great Lakes area
through Indiana, eastern Kentucky
and Tennessee to spend their
winter in southern Georgia and
northern Florida.

The earliest known reference to
them occurring in Alabama can be
found in A.H. Howell’s Birds of Ala-
bama (1928). He noted that “A few

pairs are resident and breed in the
pine flats of Baldwin County. D.R.
Peteet reports a small bunch living
within two miles of Foley, and a
few are known to occur about the
shores of Perdido Bay, having been
frequently heard calling in January,
1912, by the residents of Orange
Beach. A pair was reported in the
same vicinity in August 1911, and
during the same summer an adult
and a young bird were captured
near the mouth of Perdido Bay, on
the Alabama side.”

In the early 1990'’s, for reasons
unknown, small groups began to

linger and spent the winter in east
Tennessee near Hiwassee. The
number of birds wintering there
increased dramatically and about
the same time small numbers
found their way to Wheeler. Three
wintered on the Refuge in 1995;
11 in 1997; 50 in 2000; 500 in
2005; 1200 in 2007; 10,000 in
2015...doubling and tripling in
number some years.

Fast forward to now. Walk
outside the Refuge Visitor Center
on any winter day and you will
probably see hundreds, if not
thousands, of Sandhill Cranes. At

their seasonal peak we now expect
to see up to 10,000 in the fields
surrounding the Visitor Center and
Wildlife Observation Building while
15,000 to 20,000 use the Refuge
in most years and, in good years,
upwards of 25,000 have been
recorded. They proclaim their pres-
ence in flight and on the ground by
raucous call....some might even
call it a noisy din.

If we travel back to the winter
after July 7, 1938 when Franklin
D. Roosevelt established Wheeler
NWR by Presidential Proclamation,
we wouldn’t hear a Sandhill Crane



whimper. As a matter of fact,

we would have to wait 25 years,
when on November 28, 1963, the
first Sandhill was reported on the
Refuge and we wouldn’t see it
because only Ernest Jemison of
the Refuge staff saw the bird! Fast
forward 17 years to 1980 and we
might have gotten to see the next
Sandhill because it hung around
for most of December.

Sandhill Crane sightings in late
fall and early winter increased
through the late 1980’s but the
first wintering birds were in 1992
when three birds remained through

January 1993. Small numbers
wintered each year through 1997
when numbers started to increase
dramatically. Wintering numbers
seemed to double each year from
2000 through 2008, establishing
the Refuge as an important Sand-
hill Crane wintering site.

To witness this spectacle, join
us January 13-15, 2023 for the
upcoming Festival of Cranes.
Hope to see you there!

FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES 2023

ALABAMA FARMERS
OPERATIVE, INC.

13

517762-1



14

FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES 2023

Wheeler

.
-

National Wildlife

Refuge :

N

S

i
¥

i
i Decatur
\

§ e

B ___o‘msm("
€.
=
S ER
|8
%

=
ST o \ |
SR LT
g: 1) o E -
L1 B 3 o
Osol § \ g 5
. \ g,
.‘.‘" !
S\ L)
4/% R
4%
s [/
’?0.'
V4
- e
. (
- \»‘
. » T
S > 2 \
m /. & - \
S = B i
A3 e ‘ y
i
- i
\‘\
% _\6'?*5:;
QX g ((,'P ‘ \
= »
=3 \ N
= 5
2 \

Dancy Btm, Rd.

\
\
1

Dal Bottom Trail

Red Bank Rd.

7y

r River Rd.

—
: - B 5654
s |
B * ,..%:" Beaverdam [

&2 - *
& i
’ S R . Wt
e
; -
a “..
5y ©
! (e
o 2%
o
> S
Swancott Rd.
Eg -
2 3
:  Hend £ =g 3
- b= > .
: S, F 2)- Lo
e,.@ §
- - i
) 8 .
'POIZ
g. Rockhouse Bottorng Rd.
S
O
T F
8
S
40
\
S
A0,
=
&
-~
Ty £
3
~
N
\\\
S
~
~
~N
-~



3oardwalk

ithers So. Rd.

County Line Rd.

Wall-Triana Hwy

Zierdt Rd.

FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES 2023

------ sasas

“ REDSTONE

Legend

Hiking Trails
Major Roads
County Roads
Refuge Roads
Refuge boundary

Tennessee river
Refuge lands within
Redstone Arsenal

Boat Ramp

Visitor Center

—
Administrative Office
&)
[0

Wildlife Observation Bldg.

15



16 FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES 2023

3121 Visitor Center Road, Decatur, AL
friendsofwheelernwr.org

WNWR Visitor Center

SATURDAY
January 14, 2023
8:00 am - 9:00 am
Bird Walk

Join former Refuge Manager Dwight Cooley on
a morning bird walk. Watch the cranes and
other waterfowl begin their day.

9:00 am - 10:00 am

Birding 101

Learn the basics of birding on a bird walk around the
visitor center grounds with Christopher Joe.

9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Visit the Observation Building

View thousands of Sandhill cranes, Whooping cranes,

waterfowl, geese, raptors, and perhaps a bald
eagle from the comfort of a heated building.
(Building capacity limited)

SUNDAY
January 15, 2023
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Visit the Observation Building

View thousands of Sandhill cranes, Whooping cranes,
waterfowl, geese, raptors, and perhaps a bald eagle
from the comfort of a heated building.
(Building capacity limited)

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Periodic Art demo

Alabama artist Timothy M. Joe will be painting various
nature scenes around the visitor center.

ALL TIMES CENTRAL STANDARD TIME
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ALABAMA CENTER FOR THE

{ARTS

133 2nd Avenue NE, Decatur, AL
alabamacenterforthearts.org

Alabama Center for the Arts

SATURDAY
January 14, 2023
11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Connecting with Birds and Nature

Christopher and Timothy Joe will be screening the film
“Barriers to Bridges” followed by their talks about their
interest in birding, art, guided bird tours; their father’s

influence in agriculture, and their video creation process.

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Tammie Clark Junior Duck
Stamp Workshop

1-1/2 hour “one stop shop” guide to drawing tips,
composition ideas, and contest entry guidelines
for the Jr. Duck Stamp Conservation and
Design Contest. Supplies provided.

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
International Crane Foundation
George Archibald & Richard Beilfuss

Learn about the history of this organization and
the role it is playing in protecting the crane and
saving endangered Whooping cranes from extinction.

11:00 am - 5:00 pm

International Crane Foundation Booth &
North Alabama Zoological Society Booth
Performing Arts building lobby

SUNDAY
January 15, 2023
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Jimmy Stiles: Herpetologist

& Nature Lover

Mr. Stiles will share information about the
reptiles and amphibians of Alabama.
This hands-on experience is always a hit!

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
International Crane Foundation
George Archibald & Richard Beilfuss

Learn about the history of this organization and
the role it is playing in protecting the crane and
saving endangered Whooping cranes from extinction.

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Jimmy Stiles: Herpetologist
& Nature Lover

Mr. Stiles will share information about the
reptiles and amphibians of Alabama.

11:00 am - 5:00 pm

International Crane Foundation Booth &
North Alabama Zoological Society Booth
Performing Arts building lobby

ALL TIMES CENTRAL STANDARD TIME
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FRIDAY
January 13, 2023
7:00 pm
Three On A String

Enjoy an evening of musical
entertainment mixed with
humor performed flawlessly
by a group that has been
together for 50 years!
Tickets available at
www.princesstheatre.org

ALL TIMES CENTRAL
STANDARD TIME

PRINCESS
THEATRE

Centerfor
the Performing
Arts

112 2nd Avenue NE, Decatur, AL
princesstheatre.org

Princess Theatre

SATURDAY
January 14, 2023
9:00 am - 10:00 am
Joe Duff: Operation Migration

Canadian Naturalist who helped pioneer
micro-ultralight-led migration efforts with
Canada geese and Whooping cranes.

11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Wings to Soar

Enjoy seeing a selection of live raptors and
hearing about the role they play in nature.

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Condors - Photographer Andrew Orr

Enjoy photographs of the amazing California
Condor and hear about their comeback
from the edge of extinction.

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm

Wings to Soar

Enjoy seeing a selection of live raptors and
hearing about the role they play in nature.

6:00 pm

Steve Trash: Totally Rockin’
Environmental Science Show

This program makes science fun for children
as Mr. Trash explores a wide range of
themes, from ecosystems to solar energy.
Tickets at www.princesstheatre.org

SUNDAY
January 15, 2023
11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Joe Duff: Operation
Migration

Canadian Naturalist who helped
pioneer micro-ultralight-led
migration efforts with Canada
geese and Whooping cranes.

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm

Wings to Soar

Enjoy seeing a selection of live
raptors and hearing about the
role they play in nature.

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Arctic to Antarctica -
Photographer Andrew Orr

Join Mr. Orr on a journey of
photographs and information that
will take you from the Arctic
to Antarctica.

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm

Wings to Soar

Enjoy seeing a selection of live
raptors and hearing about the
role they play in nature.



FRIDAY
January 13, 2023
2:00 pm
DPL’s Story Time

at Delano Park

(near the intersection of 8th Avenue
and Prospect Drive)

Ms. Mary from DPL and Jessie
from the International Crane
Foundation will sing songs and
read books with the kids. Hope,
the International Crane Foundation
mascot, will also be there.

All are invited to this free event.

DECATUR
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

Begin Here.

504 Cherry Street NE, Decatur, AL
mydpl.org/cranes

Decatur Public Library

SATURDAY
January 14, 2023
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
at the Decatur Public Library

Activities for kids:
- Assorted Crafts/Activities
+ Photo Opportunity
+ Scavenger Hunt
- Goodie Bags

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm

Free Meet & Greet
Photo Opportunity with Hope,
the International Crane Foundation
mascot, at DPL!

StoryWalks®

FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES 2023

SUNDAY
January 15, 2023
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
at the Decatur Public Library

Activities for kids:
- Assorted Crafts/Activities
+ Photo Opportunity
- Scavenger Hunt
- Goodie Bags

2:30 pm

Story Time with
Zellie the Zoologist

(courtesy of Magical Memories AL)

The StoryWalk® Project was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT and developed in collaboration with the Kellogg Hubbard Library.

StoryWalks® is a registered service mark owned by Ms. Ferguson.

at Wheeler National
Wildlife Refuge

on the Atkeson Cypress Trail
behind the Visitors Center

December 19 -
January 30

= at Delano Park
Outside RiverWild i
2 (begins at the intersection of

" 8th Avenue & Prospect Drive)

by Lindo Joy Singleton . ¥ ¥
illustrated by Richard Smythe

ALL TIMES CENTRAL STANDARD TIME

December 19 -
January 30
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cook museum

oo NATURAL SCIENCE

133 4th Avenue, Decatur, AL
cookmuseum.org

Cook Museum

FRIDAY : SATURDAY
January 13, 2023 : January 14, 2023
10:30 am - 11:30 am . 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Meet & Greet Hope, International Wild About Whoopers!

Crane Foundation Mascot
10:00 am, 11:00 am, Noon, 1:00 pm

Cool Cranes! Science on the spot

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Whooping Crane Selfie Station

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Craft: Coloring Activity

All Day
Crane Dance Party!

All Day
The Whoopers of Wheeler Video

FESTIVAL
CRANES

ALL TIMES CENTRAL STANDARD TIME
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The Old State Bank

925 Bank Street NE, Decatur, AL
decaturparks.com

Old State Bank

FRIDAY SATURDAY
January 13, 2023 . January 14, 2023
9:30 am - 11:30 am . 9:30 am - 11:30 pm
Open for tours and . Student Art Show

Student Art Show .

X (ARNEGIE

N\ VISUAL ARTS CENTER

207 Church Street NE, Decatur, AL
carnegiearts.org

Carnegie Visual Arts Center

SATURDAY : Saturday Special Hours
January 14, 2023 X 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
9:30 am - 12:00 pm Birding Journaling workshop with

Birding Journaling workshop with artist Timothy Joe

artist Timothy Joe : Sunday Special Hours
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Featuring Wildlife artist Sophie McVicar

ALL TIMES CENTRAL STANDARD TIME
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Oil, Lube, and
Filter Service

featuring Havoline motor oil

h (oth 1 b d ilable)
wnere you l o ST AT )
ic U a @
16-point
STAR

Let’s make it | service
happen. CHECKLIST |

Oil change
includes a

Alodie Brown
256-303-7381

nnnnnn

1202 Highway 31 NW, Hartselle, AL 35640
(256) 751-1050
117 2nd Avenue SW, Cullman, AL 35055
(256) 739-5888

Follow us on Facebook {:

<
4]

% RE/MAX PLATINUM

2600 Point Mallard Parkway | Decatur, AL 35603 =

518620- 1

51 Years in Decatur! || All Tires Guaranteed!

We will meet or beat any competitor

C' 1 } Are you looking for a real estate e °
ea Ver company/agent who is reliable and pllce on compa'able tl'es°
? e a 1 t available 24 hours a day 7 days a week? “’t ’s wn'th the d’ive! ”
y Do you want a Realtor who returns

& Auction  vourcalls, answers your questions and Bilingual and interpretation service available.

takes care of you in every step of the
home buying or selling process? Well

look no further, we are here and ready n

to take care of you! ]

Sandra Weaver, Broker Wendye W Eady ...In that we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

saweav @charter.net wendyeeady @charter.net Romans 5:8 O<
256-303-6960 256-303-6248 =

Trai Montgomery, Dawn Montgomery c o LL EG E I IB E
ABR, SFR Decatur dawnmonty 1 @ gmail.com In Hanceville at the

traimonty @ gmail.com 256-303-5805 Intersection of 31 & 91

256-227-5485

Mon. & Tues. 8-5:30; Wed. 8-12
Thur. & Fri. 8-5:30; Sat 8-2

905 6th Ave SE, Decatur, AL 35601 ¢ 256-355-3410
weaverrealty.net ¢ Follow us on Facebook

518619-1

519372-1
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The Festival of the Cranes has
come a long way in a short peri-
od of time, mostly due to those
fabulous whooping cranes deciding
they really like the fields around the
Visitor Center! No where else in
the country can you walk 200 yards
to a heated building with seats
and spotting scopes and view the
tallest bird and one of the most
endangered birds in North America.

FITSTORY| & BPHE
FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES

The first whooping cranes ap-
peared on the refuge in 2007 and
generally stayed in remote refuge
locations. In 2010 the whooping
cranes started showing up in front
of the Observation Building, pre-
senting the refuge with an oppor-
tunity to showcase these special
birds. The refuge had initiated a
program called “Crane Watch”
in December 2009 to showcase
the thousands of Sandhill cranes

visible from the Visitor Center and
Observation Building. With the
ever-increasing number of both
Sandhill and Whooping cranes,

we decided to expand the program
and initiated the first Festival of
the Cranes.

With an initial donation from
Toray, Inc we kicked off the first
festival in January, 2013. The
festival was an immediate success

and attracted almost 1000 attend-
ees. Our program lineup included
storyteller Brian “Fox” Ellis as John
James Audubon, Raptor Trek! live
birds of prey presented by the Ala-
bama 4-H Center and the Operation
Migration film “Hope Takes Wing”.

Buoyed by the success of the
inaugural festival we expanded
our program offerings and the
next year on January 11, 2014 we



had 2,500 visitors to our one-day
event and 6,920 total visitors in
January. Featured programs were
Auburn University’s Southeastern
Raptor Center live birds of prey and
an International Crane Foundation
presentation with Joan Garland.

Our third festival in 2015 attract-
ed 2,500 visitors from ten differ-
ent states and three foreign coun-
tries. Brian “Fox” Ellis as John
James Audubon, Auburn Universi-
ty’s Southeastern Raptor Center
live birds of prey and the Operation
Migration film “”Hope Takes Wing”
were return presenters. This was
also the first year for the Festival
of the Cranes Art Exhibit.

In 2016 we expanded the event
to two days, Saturday and Sun-
day, January 9 & 10, 2016 and
had 3,000 visitors. Presenters
included: Joe Wiegand as Theo-
dore Roosevelt, Auburn Universi-
ty’s Southeastern Raptor Center
live birds of prey, ICF Co-Founder
George Archibald, Film Premiere
of “The Power of One Voice: A
50-year Perspective on the Life of
Rachel Carson”, a Nature Photog-
raphy Workshop, Art Exhibit and
Children’s Activities.

Attendance substantially in-
creased in 2017 as awareness
of the event spread and we had
4,200 visitors. There were visitors
from 22 states and five foreign
countries. Brian “Fox” Ellis made
his third festival appearance as
John James Audubon & Meriwether
Lewis, Auburn University’s South-
eastern Raptor Center live birds
of prey returned and we added a
concert and workshops with Erica
Wheeler. The International Crane
Foundation presented a program
and we offered birding nature

walks, an art exhibit and children’s
activities.

Weather affected our atten-
dance in the following year as a
cold and drizzly weekend reduced
attendance to 3000. We added
the Princess Theatre as an addi-
tional venue to accommodate the
number of visitors and provided
shuttles between downtown and
the refuge. Popular storyteller Bri-
an “Fox” Ellis was back again as
John James Audubon & Meriwether
Lewis, along with Auburn Univer-
sity’s Southeastern Raptor Center
live birds of prey. A photography
workshop with David Akoubian,
Musician/Composer Michael
Graham Allen, and a George Lee
video premier were added to our
recurring birding nature walks, art
exhibit and children’s activities.

Our seventh festival 2019
recorded 5,721 visitors for the
expanded 4-day event. Part of the

Wy

expanded event included a Friday
night concert with John Paul White
at the Princess Theatre, Journey of
the Whooping Crane film premier
with producer Rhett Turner at the
Alabama Center for the Arts, IBEX
Puppetry “Celebration of Flight”,
Auburn University’s Southeastern
Raptor Center live birds of prey, a
photography workshop with David
Akoubian, Musician/Composer Mi-
chael Graham Allen, Joe Wiegand
as Theodore Roosevelt, Auburn
University’s Southeastern Raptor
Center live birds of prey and the
Discovering Alabama Whooping
Crane Video with Doug Phillips.

The 2020 festival was interrupt-
ed due to severe thunderstorms
and tornado warnings for the area
on Saturday. Power was lost to the
Visitor Center at noon on Saturday
and as a consequence visitor num-
bers dropped to 2500. Our Friday
concert featured Kathy Mattea at
the Princess Theatre. Presenters

FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES 2023 25
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included the IBEX Puppetry show,
Paul Bannick, yet another appear-
ance by then popular Brian “Fox”
Ellis, a Dr. John Dindo presentation
Coastal Birds and Dr. Doug Phillips
with Discovering Alabama.

Our 2021 festival was a very
limited one day event due to the
COVID outbreak. The Visitor Center
and Observation Building were
closed to the public but the refuge
grounds were open. Hundreds
of people were able to view the
cranes from around the Visitor
Center as well as from two newly
constructed blinds overlooking the
adjacent fields. All the presenta-
tions took place at the Princess
Theatre on Saturday. Strict proto-
cols were followed including social
distancing, cleaning between
presentations and masks require-
ments. Two of the scheduled pre-
senters, Lauren McGough and Paul
Bannick, provided video presenta-
tions. The AU Southeastern Raptor
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ard Beilfuss, President and CEO of
the International Crane Foundation
presented both days. Author/Pho-

program was a live presentation.
Musician Gareth Laffely also pre-
sented live. Total numbers for the
one day event were 500.
presentations were shown at the
Princess. New additions to the
presenter lineup included birder
Christopher Joe and artist brother
Timothy Joe. Our other partner
venues - Alabama Center for the
Arts, Carnegie Center, Cook Muse-
um, Decatur Public Library and the
Old State Bank, offered additional
events for the whole family. Total
attendance for the three day event
was 3550.

For our tenth annual festival on
January 14 - 16, 2022 a stellar
list of presenters welcomed COVID
weary visitors. John Paul White
returned for the Friday night concert
at the Princess Theatre. President
Theodore Roosevelt, Joe Wiegand
returned for his third FOC. The
Auburn University-SE Raptor Center
also returned for their ninth FOC ap-
pearance. A special Saturday night
film premiered at the Princess The-
atre. “OVERLAND” featured three
falconers from different parts of the
world. The director/producers were
on hand for a question and answer
session. Lauren McGough, one of
the featured falconers and Dr. Rich-

We are excited to see you at our
eleventh annual Festival of the
Cranes on January 13-15!

tographer Paul Bannick prerecorded

CATHEDRAL CAVERNS STATE PARK

“Alabama’s Coolest Underground Adventure - 60 Degrees All Year Long”

OPEN YEAR ROUND
Call 256-728-8193 for tour times or visit www.alapark.com
637 Cave Road, Woodville, AL 35776

517526-1
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Carol Shutt
REALTOR®

realtorcarolshutt@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/
carolsellshomes

Follow me on Facebook

Serving Decatur and
Surrounding Areas

*mailing address only*

eXp Realty, LLC
7027 Old Madison Pike NW,
Suite 108
Huntsville, AL 35806

REALTY
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