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With the filing of a lawsuit on behalf 

of the estate of an Alabama 
Department of Public Health worker 
killed in a dog mauling last April, 
there are now two civil actions and 
four felony charges pending against 
Red Bay resident Brandy Dowdy. 

The civil action brought by by Max 
D. Wright, as Administrator of the 
Estate of Jacqueline Summer Beard, 
was filed December 15, 2022. A pre-
vious lawsuit on behalf of Michelle 
Sheeks against Dowdy and her 
father, Billy Joe Crumpton, was filed 
June 16, 2022. 

At the time of that filing, Sheeks 
was hospitalized from injuries she 

received in a vicious dog attack the 
morning of April 28, 2022. Sheeks 
was walking near County Highway 
11 in Red Bay when a pack of dogs 
attacked and mauled her.  

Sheeks was hospitalized for more 
than two months before succumbing 
to her injuries on July 14, 2022. Her 
death means the lawsuit will be mod-
ified to include a wrongful death 
count. 

According to the attorney who filed 
the lawsuit, it will be amended to be 
brought in the name of the 
Administrator of the Estate of 
Michelle Sheeks. 

Although the June lawsuit only 
named Dowdy, the alleged owner of 
the dogs, and Crumpton, who owned 
the property alleged to have been 

John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
It's been more than a year since the 

City of Russellville received a 
$300,000 grant for demolition of 11 
dilapidated structures, but the proj-
ects remain in limbo and history, 
quite literally, is not on the city's side. 

The funding was approved through 
a Community Development Block 
Grant administered by the Alabama 
Department of Economic and 
Community Affairs from funds made 
available by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

The total project cost is expected to 
be around $341,000, with $300,000 
in grant funds and the balance com-
ing from the City of Russellville and 
Russellville City Schools, which 
owns College Avenue Elementary 
School, one of the 11 properties slat-
ed for demolition. 

Although city officials received the 
grant in January 2022, the demolition 
process is on hold pending the com-
pletion of a study by the Alabama 
Department of Archives and History 
as to the historical significance of 
each building to be demolished. 

Until that historical study is  
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See ‘LAWSUIT’ Page 9

See ‘STRUCTURE,’ Page 7
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City officials await historical study 
to move ahead on demolitions

Dowdy facing multiple lawsuits, 
charges from dog attacks



“In Memory of our loved ones...” 
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works 

and Franklin Memory Gardens

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us on 
the web at www.franklinfreepress.net! Send your guest columns, 

recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor and other creative 
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Emma Rumell Hovater, 98, of Russellville, passed 
away January 6, 2023. Spry Memoria Chapel assist-

ed the family.  
 

Gary Wayne Scott, 76, of Hackleburg, AL passed 
away Sunday, January 1, 2023. Akins Funeral Home 

assisted the family.  



Please send your guest columns and other creative submissions to 
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on 
news and sports 
throughout the 

week, visit us on 
the web at 

www.franklin-
freepress.net! 

 
Send your guest 
columns, letters 
to the editor and 

other creative 
submissions to 
franklinfreep-

ress@yahoo.com.

113 Washington Ave. NW 
Russellville, AL 35653 

256-332-0255
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Council pays annual  workers compensation premium
John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
The Russellville City Council approved payment of an annual 

premium for workers compensation insurance at a short January 
3rd meeting. 

The $56,371 pay-
ment to Alabama's 
Municipal Workers 
Compensation Fund 
was for workers com-
pensation coverage 
for the city's full-time 
workers. 

Councilman Darren 
Woodruff asked for an 
update on the demoli-
tion of 11 properties to 
be paid for by a 
$300,000 grant 
received by the City of 
Russellville last year. 

Demolition of the 
properties, which 
include College 
Avenue Elementary 
School, the old 
Winston florist and a home donated to the city by the Norris fam-
ily on property to be used for construction of a new library/media 
center, is on hold until the completion of a study by the Alabama 

Department of Archives and History. 
City Building Inspector Bill Fuller said he's working on consent 

forms for each property owner to sign to allow the contractor to 
come onto the property for the demolition. 

The next regular meeting will be January 17, 2023, with work 
session at 6 p.m., and meeting to follow. 



Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, 
letters to the editor and other creative submis-

sions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. 
 

For updates on news and sports throughout the 
week, don’t forget to visit us online at 

www.franklinfreepress.net!





THE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM SUPPLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR 

ANYONE IN ALABAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS 
REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION. 
MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE. FOR MORE INFOR-
MATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO CHARGE 
FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530 
PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF SEN-
IOR  

The Senior Center at Phil Campbell is under new management.  
The Town of Phil Campbell would like to invite and encourage 

everyone in our area that is 60 years and older to come be a part of the 
group.  This is for men and women.  They meet at the Phil Campbell 
Community Center Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00. A delicious 
lunch is served around 11:00 a.m.  Come on out and join in on the games 
or just sit and have a cup of coffee and socialize!! So if you, your parents, 
grandparents or your neighbor is 60 or older, pass the word and come out 
and enjoy a morning of f 

The Church of God in Phil Campbell invites you to Revival, 
beginning February 6, 2023, at 6 p.m., with Mary Shalton and 

Bro. Billy Barlty. The church is located at 77 Mars Hill Road in Phil 
Campbell. For more information, please call 256-324-5288. 

A fund-raiser basketball game will be played between the 
Russellville Police Department and the Franklin County 

Sheriff’s Office on Saturday, January 14, 2023, at 7 p.m., at the Ralph 
Bishop Center on Ash Avenue in Russellville. Admission is $1 per person 
and concessions will be sold. Funds will be used to purchase needed 
equipment for both departments. 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Scholarship Committee of 
Franklin County is selling MLK shirts to help support its cause 

of helping Franklin County students continue their education. The commit-
tee is a non-profit that provides scholarships to high school seniors in 
Franklin County. Hoodies are $25. Sweatshirts are $20. Long sleeve t-
shirts are $15. For sizes 2X and above, please add $2. 

The Cowboy Church of Franklin County is hosting “Love Month” 
all through February. Their speaker for every Sunday in 

February will be Jennifer Welch. She will be speaking about love. You won’t 
want to miss this! The church is located at 25100 Highway 24 West in 
Russellville. Everyone invited! 

Liberty Hill Baptist Church will host a Pancake Breakfast for 
everyone to come together and help feed our community. On 

Sunday, January 15, 2023, you are invited for a Pancake Breakfast begin-
ning at 7:30 a.m. They will have food and great fellowship as we look for-
ward to the New Year with thanksgiving for all the blessings of 2022 and 
now for 2023. This event is free of charge, as our Lord has given us the 
Gift of Salvation without cost. The price of Salvation has been paid in full 
by Him and He said for all of us to "Feed My Sheep," not only in the physi-
cal body but the Spiritual body as well.  
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‘STRUCTURES,’ from Page 1
completed, city officials can not move forward on soliciting bids to perform 

the demolition work. 
“We're working with NACOLG which is negotiating with the Department of 

Archives and History to get permission on the school and florist building,” 
said Bill Fuller, the City of Russellville Building Inspector. “Once that is done, 
we'll let the project out for bids. I'm working on consent forms for each prop-
erty owner to sign that will allow the contractor to come onto their property 
to do the work.” 

College Avenue 
School was constructed 
in 1936, with an addition  
built in the early 1950s. 
School officials are in 
support of demolishing 
the structures, as they 
have been in a continu-
ous state of disrepair for 
many years. 

In addition to College 
Avenue School, the 
other properties to be 
razed include: 

--401, 501, 503 
Montgomery St. SE 

--902 S. Washington 
Ave. 

--726 Jackson Ave. S 
(old Winston florist build-
ing) 

--801, 807 Franklin St. 
E. 

--108 Lauderdale St. 
NE 

--550 Fourth St. 
One of those properties is the old home donated by the Norris family to the 

City of Russellville. That property, at 108 Lauderdale St. NE, was donated 
with the condition it be used to house a new library/media center. 

While city leaders support the demolition and debris cleanup on these 
properties, the process of waiting for the Alabama Department of Archives 
and History has become frustrating to some. 

“I was very excited when we received the grant money from the State of 
Alabama, only to become frustrated with the delay from the Historical 
Society,” said Russellville City Councilman Darren Woodruff. “This is an 
unreasonable delay. These buildings should already be down and some-
thing already in their place.”





‘LAWSUIT,’ FROM PAGE 1
the dogs' home, it will be amended to include the additional defendants 

named in the Beard lawsuit, according to Birmingham attorney Ryan Myers. 
Those defendants include Franklin County, Franklin County Emergency 

Communications District, the Franklin County Animal Control Officer and 
Assistant, and four deputies. 

Sheeks' multi-count lawsuit 
includes allegations of strict liabil-
ity under Alabama Code Sec. 3-
1-3, which holds a person legally 
responsible who owns or keeps a 
'vicious or dangerous 
animal....and another person, 
without fault on his part, is injured 
by the animal,' a count of negli-
gence and wantonness. 

The plaintiff asked for a jury 
trial, which would not be set until 
at least 2024. 

Additionally, Dowdy remains in 
the Franklin County Jail after her 
bond on the manslaughter cases 
was revoked when she was 
arrested for Unlawful Possession 
of a Controlled Substance. 

At issue in both the civil and 
criminal actions will be the ques-
tion of whether Dowdy owned the 
dogs or whether the dogs were in her care or control. At the bond revocation 
hearing in November, Dowdy's attorney, Jessica Bugge, told Circuit Judge 
Brian Hamilton the dogs that attacked Beard and Sheeks were 'loose dogs' 
that were not owned or cared for by Dowdy. 

Bugge said there were 27 dogs “murdered at one time and no evidence was 
presented,” so it would be impossible to determine which dogs caused the fatal 
attacks. 

“In a case like this they must have someone at fault, so that's what happened 
when they arrested Ms. Dowdy. There's no evidence that any dogs involved 
belonged to her and the home is owned by her father,” Bugge said. 

If convicted of the felony charges, Dowdy faces 2-20 years in prison for the 
manslaughter counts and 1-10 years on each Emily's Law (dangerous or 
vicious dog law). 



FOR SALE 
 

Marlin 30/30 
Lever Action 
rifle. Model 

30AW 
Capacity 3+1. 
Micro-Groove 

Barrel. 
Simmons 3-9 x 

40 scope. 
$500. Call Al 
at 216-956-

5658. Located 
near Belgreen. 

(4) 
 
 
 
 

Brand new 
wood burning 

stove. 
29x22x18 

$499 
Call (256)668-

6544 
(6) 

 
 

Looking For 
 

In need of  
firewood. 
Call (256) 
332-4037 

(3) 
 

Loplomg for 
someone to 

rake my 
leaves and 
clean my  
gutters. 

Call  (256)398-
8158 

911 Adams 
Street NW   

(6) 
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With the Franklin County Basketball 

Tournament beginning Tuesday, January 10th, 
the Phil Campbell Bobcats boys' basketball 
team has been strategically planning for each 
opponent it may face. 

“We’ve been discussing the tournament in 
practice and I think we have our work cut out 
for us,”  Phil Campbell Coach Shane Clay 
said. 

The Belgreen Bulldogs are coming off a win 
in the Grind to Shine tournament hosted at 
Shoals Christian where the Bulldogs beat 
Colbert Heights. 

“We’ve got to get past Belgreen first and they 
are playing really good basketball right now,” 
Clay said. 

The Bulldogs boys' varsity has won the last 
four years in a row at the Franklin County 
Tournament and eight of the past 12 years. 

Quinton Hyde is an important weapon for  
the Bobcats' offense. 

Hyde averaged 22 points per game at the 
King of the Smokies Tournament in Pigeon 
Forge, Tenn. 

With their last Franklin County Tournament 
championship coming in 2010, the Bobcats 
are overdue for a championship run, and Clay 
is looking forward to this week's opportunity. 

“It’s always a fun time of year being able to 
play in these tournaments,” Clay said.
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Bobcat boys look to 
end county  

tournament drought

Vina senior nets 1,000th point in  
win over Phillips

See, ‘TOUNAMENT,’ page 12 

Belgreen set to host county tournament 

1000 swishes… Vina senior Kaitlyn Athey scored her thousandth 
point last Friday against Waterloo

Michael Rice 
Franklin Free 
Press 
 

The Vina varsi-
ty girls basket-
ball team played 
three games in 
one day over the 
Christmas break 
in the Waterloo 
Tournament. 

Coach Richie 
Hester's team 
d e f e a t e d 
Cherokee 57-27 
to win the first of 
the tripleheader. 
Senior Kaitlyn 
Athey led the 
Red Devils with 
24 points, includ-
ing seven three-
point field goals. 
Sara Harper 
added 10 points 
and nine assists. 
Kaley Attaway 
and KK Mitchell 
scored seven 
apiece and 
Khylee Brooks 
added five. 

Later that day, 
Vina lost to 

Athey, who had 18 in the los-
ing effort. Harper scored six, 
Mitchell had four, Kenzie 
Elrod three and Attaway and 

Woodville 59-35. Woodville 
was led by Jessica Sirten's 
game high 25 points. 

Vina's top scorer was 

Brooks two 
apiece. 

In the night-
cap, Vina fell 
to host 
Waterloo 61-
14. Harper 
again led the 
Red Devils 
with 19. 

The team 
has an 8-6 
record as it 
rolls into 2023. 
Vina traveled 
to Hackleburg 
Tuesday night, 
and has road 
games at 
W a t e r l o o 
January 5th 
and Phillips on 
January 6th, 
before it 
begins play in 
the annual 
F r a n k l i n 
C o u n t y 
To u r n a m e n t 
next week.
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The Franklin County Varsity Basketball 

Tournament will begin January 10th and this 
year's host is Belgreen High School. 

The location of the tournament  is rotated 
alphabetically every year. This year, head 
Belgreen varsity girls coach Chad Green is 
excited the tournament is at their home gym. 

“We definitely have a home court advantage. It 
is a fun atmosphere with bigger crowds and 
more fun for the kids when the gym is packed 
out,” Green said. 

 Belgreen varsity boys coach Marty Cooper 
has been preparing his team and making sure 
everything is ready to go for the tournament. 

“It is a busy time but I think the tournament will 
be a way for us to measure our progress,” 
Cooper said. “We lost to Phil Campbell last 
month and we play them first in the tournament, 

so we'll see how much we've improved by our 
performance in that game.” 

The tournament will begin Tuesday, January 
10th, with the Red Bay Varsity Girls set to face 
Tharptown at 5:30 p.m. Following that game, 
Vina's varsity boys play Tharptown  at 7:00 p.m. 

On Thursday, January 12, the varsity flight 
continues with the  Belgreen girls facing the 
winner of Red Bay/Tharptown at at 5:30 p.m. 
Later that evening, the  Red Bay boys will play 
the winner of Vina/Tharptown  7:00 p.m. 

Friday the 13th will be the last round of games 
before the championships. The Phil Campbell 
varsity girls will face the Belgreen girls at 
5:30p.m. The Phil Campbell varsity boys will 
battle Belgreen at 7 p.m.   

The championship games will be held 
Saturday, Jan. 14 in the afternoon. The 9th 
grade championship begins at 1 p.m., followed 
by the junior varsity girls championship game 
between Phil Campbell and Vina at 2:30. The 



Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to 
the editor and other creative submissions to franklinfreep-

ress@yahoo.com. 
For updates on news and sports throughout the week, 

don’t forget to visit us online at 
www.franklinfreepress.net!

‘TOUNAMENT,’ from Page 11
boys B-varsity final will start at 4. 
The varsity girls championship game tips off at 5:30p.m. with the varsi-

ty boys championship beginning at 7:00p.m.





We’re closing after 46 years!

▶ Hand-crafted Holiday Decorations
▶ Award-winning Florals, Plants & Trees
▶ Vintage Furniture, Farmhouse Tables, Trunks
▶ Columns & Arches, Artwork & Mirrors
▶ Containers: Glassware, Pottery, Urns, Basketry
▶ Hutches, Sideboards, Buffets
▶ Indoor & Outdoor Planters
▶ Plant Stands, Pedestals
▶ DIY Silk Flowers & Foliage; Faux Fruit & Vegetables

End of an era 

Russellville Industrial Park    120 Sibley Drive, Russellville, AL
Monday - Friday    9:00 am - 5:00 pm

256-332-7390    www.DistinctiveDesigns.com

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, INTERIOR DESIGNERS, 
EVENT PLANNERS, AND RETAILERS

Join us in January for a month-long
BLOWOUT SALE

of our entire stock
at unbelievable liquidation prices!



For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t 
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Have an event we can help publicize? Call us at 256-332-0255. 
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