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Beautiful

• CCoonssiidder ppiicking a venue before setting
a ddaatte. Itt caann bbee wise to pick a reception
veennuee firrsstt andd thheen choose your wedding
ddaatte baased oonn tthhe availability of the
veennue. ThThiis iis esspeeccially important for
ccoouuppleess whoo alreeaddy have an ideal venue
in mmindd,, andd it aalssoo provides some
flfleexibbiility ass cooupplles search for the venue.
FFor exaammple, coouuples working within a
sttriicct bbuuddggeett mmay not be able to afford
a ppreferrreedd vveennue during the height of
wedddiingg sseason, but that venue could be
lesss ccostlly during slower times of year. By
waiittiinngg to pick a date until you’ve chosen
aa veennuee, you’re increasing your options.

• Consideer your guests.Though couples,
ppaarrtticulaarrly those footing the bill on their
oowwnn, shhooulldd ppriorittiizze ttheir desires when
chooosinngg aa rreecceeppttiion, it’s immppoorttant they
alsoo coonnsiddeerr thheir gueests bbefoorre mmaking
aa fifinnal decisionn. A vveennuee tthhaat’s aaccccessible
and lloccaated near transit hubs lliikkee aaiirrports
aand train stations wiilll inccrease thhee
liikelihood thatt more people can attend.
In additioon, iff cchhildren wwill be invitteedd,,
a venue that includes fammily resttroommss,
inclludinng aatt leeaast one wiith a chhangiing
table, ccan make parents’ nighhts much
eassiier.

• Consider your budgget.The KKnot 2021
Real Weddings Studdy found that couples
typically sppend aroounndd 30% off their
overall budget oonn tthe venue, whhich makes
this ddecision the biggest onne in terms of
tthe financial commitments a ccouple will
have to make. Couples may be tempted to
choose an awe-inspiring, costly venue for
their reception, but they should consider
how devoting so much of their budget to
the venue will affect the rest of their big
day. The best reception venue might be
one that won’t eat up too much of your
budget.

• Consider the package. Venues vary in
terms of their reception packages. Some
may offer catering, including beverages,
with each of their packages, while food
and beverage might not be part of other
venues’ offerings. If you find a venue you
love but itt ddoesn’t offer catering services,
seek estimatteess fromm area caterers to
determine how much it will cost to feed
and serve your guuessts. Many couples find
it more convenieennt aanndd lleessss stressffuull to
ppick a venue that offerss oon--ssiite caatteerring,
tthhough pplenty of otheerrss hhavvee hhaadd no
trouble aafter choosing aa vveennuue and
separaatte caterer.

ThThe bbuullkk oof a couple’s wedding day and
nnigghtt wwilll be spent at the reception, making
chooiccee of veenue one of the more fun and
imppoorrttannt decisions they’ll have to make.

SSttooryy ccoouurttesy of Metro Creative Connection

TTHHEE RRISE OF THE MICROWEDDING

ThThe effffeecttss of the COVID-19 pandemic
hhaavvee beeen far-reaching. People from all
wwaallkks ooff liffe have had to confront the
ppaanndemic annd the changes it wrouught, and
mmaany off those changes could have some
sstaayinng power.

Weddddiing industry experts note that one
oof the mmoorre noticeable and potentially
long-lastingg effects of the pandemic has
been the risee of microowweddings. The 2020
Real Weddinggss SSttudy ((COVID-19 Edition)
found tthat 58%% of couuples who planned
to get mmarrriedd in 2020 ended up reducing
their guest lliist bbyy a significant percentage.
The aveerraagge redduuction was 41%, and some
ssuussppeecct small ceremonies may be the new
normmall in the years ahead.
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Microweddings

Microweddings are not necessarily a
new trend, as couples have always had
the option of getting married with only
a small number of family and friends in
attendance. However, microweddings
could be an emerging trend, and cost
may have a lot to do with that. The
Wedding Planner Institute notes that
microweddings cost anywhere from $1,600
to $10,000, though the group notes that
most microweddings fall somewhere in
the middle of that range. A 2020 survey
from TD Ameritrade found that 47 percent
of respondents felt that cost of living
was the biggest threat to their financial
security and long-term investments.
Engaged couples confronting the well-
documented post-pandemic increase in
cost of living, including an unprecedented
rise in housing costs, could see expensive
weddings as luxuries they simply can’t
afford. Microweddings could be viewed as
a cost-effective way to combat the rising
cost of living that still allows couples
to share their big day with their closest
friends and family members.

Photos courtesy of Metro Creative Connection

TheWPI has urged wedding planners to
offer microwedding packages in an effort
to capitalize on this emerging trend. Data
fromTheWedding Report indicated that
the total number of weddings would rise
to 2.77 million in 2021, an increase of
roughly 650,000 over the yearly average.
Even if only a fraction of couples who tie
the knot in 2022 opt for a microwedding,
a preexisting microwedding package
can help wedding planners secure
their business. Couples who opt for
microweddings may do so to save money,
but also to avoid the effort and save the
time required to plan more lavish affairs.
Such couples may be especially excited to
work with wedding planners who can plan
their weddings regardless of how small the
affair may be.

What goes into a microwedding

Nothing should be off the table when
planning a microwedding. The fewer
the people who will be there, the more
freedom planners and couples may have.
TheWPI notes that microweddings afford
planners and couples the chance to get
personal in ways that may not be possible
when organizing larger affairs. Planners
can focus on small details and allow
couples to make their ceremonies and
receptions as personal as they would like.
Couples who prefer microweddings tend to
emphasize minimalism, so keeping things
simple is something to keep in mind when
planning microweddings.

Microweddings are an emerging trend
that make for a realistic option for couples
and the people they hire to help them plan
their big day.

Story courtesy of Metro Creative Connection

POPULAR AND LASTING WEDDINNGG
TRADITIONS

Photos courtesy of Metro Creative Coonnnectioon

Weddings are steeped in traaddiition. SSoommee
of those traditions may be excluusive to
particular families, but many othheerrs
are embraced by families of varioouus
backgrounds.

Couples needn’t feel beholden to ppooppuullaar
wedding traditions, but some may ffeeeel tthhaat
these customs make their weddingss mmoorree
fun and serve as a great way to connneecctt
their ceremonies with those of their
parents, grandparents and possibly evenn
their ancestors.

Old, new, borrowed, blue

The rhyme “something old, something
new, something borrowed, something
blue” is likely familiar to people about to
get married. This traditional rhyme has
existed for centuries and refers to items
a bride should wear and keep with her
on her wedding day. The old alludes to a
bride’s past, the new refers to her future,
the borrowed is intended to be somethingg
borrowed from a married couple or bride,
and the blue is a symbol of purity, love andd
fidelity. These items are traditionally given
to the bride-to-be by family members or
female friends who are already married.

Bridal veil

It’s now up to brides if they want to wear aa
veil on their wedding day, but it was once
a tradition all brides adhered to. Some
trace the tradition back to ancient Greece,,
while others suggest the tradition began
in the days of the Roman Empire. Veils
were believed to shield brides from evil
spirits on her wedding day, thus pavingg tthhee
way for a healthy and happy future. MMaannyy
brides still wear veils today, though likkeelly
due more to their aesthetic appeal thann oout
of a belief that the veil will ward off evill
spirits. Some brides still use veils to cover
their face as they walk up the aisle, while
others flip the veil over their heads.

Photos coouurtesy oof MMetro Creative CConnection

GGiiftinngg kkniives

PPerhaps onee off the lesser known
suuperstitiioons ssurrounding weddings,
ggiiving knnivves as a wedddinngg ggiift is a no-
nno for soome peopple.. The oriiggins of this
ssupperstition arre uuncceerrtain, but peoople wwhhoo
aabide by tthis trradittioonn ffeel that knnives aree
syymmbolic oof aa bbrokeenn rrellationnshhiip. Thaat
wwoould likkelyy ccommee as a surrppriise to the
mmaanny eennggaagedd ccoouupples whhoo have a set of
knnivees oon their weeddddiinngg rregistriiees.

Caarrryyiinng the bbridee oover tthhee
thhrreesshoolldd

Histoorriiaans traaccee this trraditiioonn, whichh
Hollywoooodd hhas undoubtedly helppeed to
keepp aallive, aall the way back to mmediieeval
Europe. Also inspired by a bride’s
perceived vulnerabillity to evil spirits, thhe
tradition of a grroom carrying his briiddee
over tthhee tthrreeshhoolldd into their new hommee
wwaass bbelieevveedd ttoo kkeeeepp the spirits fromm
enteerringg tthhee hoomee tthhroouugh the soolles oof the
bride’ss ffeeeet.

Breaakkiinngg ggllaassss

Couupplleess bbrreeaak ggllaassss ffoorr ddiffeerrent reaasoons
oonn tthheeirr wweedddding ddaayyss. WWithinn tthhe JJeewish
ffaaiitthh, onne mmemmber of thhee coouupplle wwiillll stomp
on aa ccaarreeffuulllly wrapppped ggllassss ttoo sseerrve ass a
rreemminndeer ooff the ddesttructtionn ooff tthhee Jewish
temmpleess aannd to innspirre reeflectiioonn ammoong
thhoosee in aatttendaance. IItalliiaan nnewllyywwy eddss alsoo
mmaay ssmmassh glass, but they’lll ddo itt wwiitthh aa
lliittttlle mmorre guussttoo.. Loocal ttrraadditioonn iinn IIttaallyy
ddictaated thatt, aatt tthhe end of the wweeddddinngg, the
nneewwly maarriied cooupple would smasshh a wwiine
gllaassss. Folkllore sugggesstts that the nnuummbbeerr ooff
piieeces the ggllass breakkss iinto indicattes how
mmanny yeaarss the couplee wiilll ssttay tooggeetthheer.

Trraaddiittiion is partt aanndd pparccel of many
weddinnggs. Some traditionns are more
sollemn tthan others,, but all can add
somethinng meaningful, ddrammatic and even
aa lliitttle ffuun to the ceremony.

Storyy couurrttesyy of Metro Creative Connecction
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Pick from our extensive collection of
eeexquisite natural and laboratory-createdddd

diamonds or gemstones.

Pair your perfect stone with
a ssssttttuuuuunnnnnnnnnnniiingly crafted mounting that wwwwiiiilllllllllll taaakkke

her breathe away.

Downriver’s Diamond
Destination

Offering in-house design, manufacturing, and
complete jewelry services with 48-hour turn around

on most pieces!

(734) 676-0188 • 1-800-8000-GEM
2355 West Road • Trenton

MON.-WED. 10-6 • THURS. & FRI. 10-7 • SAT. 10-5
PHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED!

Voted Downriver’s
#1 Jeweler

THE FINEST IN
ORIGINAL AND CUSTOM

DESIGN BY WAYNE

GETYOUR MONEY’S WORTH

Thank you for allowing us to service
the Downriver community for over 85 years
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Wedddding plaanning iis a uniqque exxpperience
unlikee any enndeavor mmoostt couplles will ever
eencouunter. MMuch effort goes into planning
aa weddding, annd that iinclluudes building a
budget that enssures thhee big day wwill be fun
withouutt breakiing the bank.

Mosst couples planning a wedding have
never tied the knot before, so it can be
difficult to determine a reasonable amount
to spend. It’s easy to go overboard when
planning a wedding, and couples may
find their list of wants and, consequently,
their expenses, growing as they get into
the weeds of wedding planning. Though
it might require some difficult decisions,
couples can keep these tips in mind so they
can build a wedding budget that won’t land
them in debt after saying, “I do.”

PPhhottooss ccoourtteesy of Metro Creative Connection

•• Deetteermmine funding. The days when
a bbriidde’s paarrents would finance the
weddddingg entirely on their own are largely
aa tthhiinngg of the past. Accordingg to a
reecceenntt WeddingWire Newlywed Report,
ppaarreenntts now pay for 52% of wedding
eexxppeenses. As couples begin esstablishing
aa wweeddding budget, it’s imperatiive that
tthheeyy fifirrsst determine who, if anyyone, will
bbee hheellpinng them finance the big dday.
FFiifty--ttwo ppercent of wedding exppenses
iiss a siggnificcant amount of money, but in
that sccenaarrio, couples will still nneed to
ccomme uupp with roughly half of the mmoney
nneeeded to fund their weddings. Coupples
wwitthhoutt substantial savings may be forced
to cut bbaacck in order to avoid beginninng
their lifee aass a married couple in debt.

• MMaake a list off poottentiial expenses.
Locattion willll bee aa siignificant factor
wwhheenn deeteerminiing potential expenses.
Forr eexammpple, aa 22022 ValuePenguin
aannaallysiis of datta fromTheWedding
Repoortt found that the average wedding
in MMaassachusetts cost roughly $30,500
in 20220, wwhhile couples tying the knot in
Arkansas spent around $12,500 on their
wedddiinngs. With such wild fluctuations,
it’s iimportaannt that couples get an accurate
estimate oof hhoww much it may cost them
to get mmarriied in a given city. Couples
who mmet in aa cciittyy and still live in a city
but grew up in a ssubbuurrb might save a
considerable summ bbyy gettting married in
tthheir hhoommetowns. CCoompare and contrast
pprrices inn llooccaales yoouu’’rree considering, and
then build your bbuddgett accordingly. This
caann help you avoid ssttiickker shock and
goingg over budgeett. Nottable expenses
tto buuddgget inclluuddee the venue, attire
((i..e., wedding dress annd tuxedo rental),
haiirsstyle and maakeeuup, eenntertainment,
pphhootoggraapphhy, annd ttrraannspportation,
among otheers.

• MMake a list of what’s mmoost important.
MMostt coupless will hhaavvee ttoo ccoompromise in
order too avooiidd ttakking onn deebt to finance
their wweddddinngs. Ann earnneesstt discussion
about what’s most importtant to each
personn caan ensuree you booth get what
you wantt. Each person ccan make a list of
their prioritieess, rankkiinng them from most
important tto lleast important. Once lists
are sshharredd, ccouples can see where their
prriiooritiiess cconverge and where
thheey ddiiveerge.

Any items that rank low on each person’s
list of priorities can be afforded less
funding, while those that are high on each
list can take up more of the budget, if
necessary.

• Commit to a limit before spending a
dime. Committing to a limit before
spending a dime can help couples keep
wedding costs more manageable. Once
that number is defined, couples can then
work within its parameters, which can
make potentially difficult decisions a little
easier by narrowing options at a time
when options can seem endless.

A well-planned budget can be just what
couples need to begin married life on
strong financial footing.

Story courtesy of Metro Creative Connection

HOW TO PICK THE PERFECT
WEDDING DRESS

Photos courtesy of Metro Creative Connection

Planning a wedding requires making many
different decisions. The choice of wedding
attire is among the most crucial decisions
that couples must make. Whether the
wedding is traditional or customized to
suit couples’ personalities, brides and
grooms want to look their best when they
say, “I do.”

Many brides-to-be spend a significant
amount of time looking for their ideal
wedding dresses. What defines the right
gown depends on personal preference and
is unique to the person doing the search.
For example, a dress that sets a fairy tale
scene for one bride may not necessarily
align with the tastes of another. According
to Bridal Atelier, the average bride-to-
be tries on three to seven dresses before
finding the right one. The following tips
can help those shopping for dresses find a
look that makes their big day even more
special.

Photos courtesy of Metro Creative Connection

1. Don’t get hung up on perfection

Many brides get caught up as they search
for the one dress they consider perfect. No
dress is likely to check every box. Getting
hung up on a desire to find a dress that has
it all may make it hard to see the beauty in
other dresses. Remember, with the talents
of an experienced tailor or seamstress,
most dresses can be tweaked to suit your
vision of the ideal gown.

2. Consider the season

Getting married during the hazy and
humid days of summer is an entirely
different experience than tying the knot
during the heart of winter. The fabric of
the wedding dress should complement the
season, whether it’s lightweight and breezy
for a warm day, or more substantial and
cozy when darting to the ceremony
in snowfall.

3. Flatter your figure

Chances are brides-to-be know which
cuts and styles are most flattering. Mimic
those style choices in the wedding dress.
If you want to take focus off of full hips,
choose a basque or asymmetrical waistline.
Gowns with substantial straps or higher
necklines may be better if you have a larger
chest. Sheath and mermaid style gowns
are options if you are confident with your
figure and want to show off your curves.

4.Try a bit of this and that

Don’t go into a wedding dress appointmenntt
with firm parameters. Although you mayy
have a ball gown style in mind, after tryyiinngg
on other options something with a less
voluminous silhouette may actually cattcchh
your eye. Many brides also automaticallllyy
defer to strapless gowns, when variouuss
straps and sleeves can be very appealinngg.

5. Arrive with a firm budget

Weddings can be costly. It’s important too
set a budget for the wedding dress justt aas
you will with other expenses. There aarree
plenty of dress designers across a wwiidde
spectrum of price points. A willlliinggnneessss
to consider and ultimately ppuurrchaasee aa lleesss
costly dress can help you stay oon bbuuddggeett.
Browsing through magaziness aannd
looking online can provide wedddding dreesss
inspiration as well. Also, when inn ddoubt,,
defer to the experts at bridal shooppss who
have experience choosing dressess tthhat
brides are inclined to love.

Story courtesy of Metro Creative Connection

TIPS TO HELP MASTER YOUR
WEDDING GUEST LIST
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Weddings are such momentous occasions
that it’s no wonder couples want to
share their big days with as many
people as possible. Though a wedding
where all friends, family members andd
acquaintances are in attendance may bbee
a dream scenario, reality often calls forr aa
more carefully curated guest list.

Data fromTheWedding Report indicates
that the average cost of a wedding is
slightly more than $20,000, though that
figure could be substantially higher, or
even lower, depending on where couples
tie the knot. BothTheWedding Report and
The Knot report that a wedding venue and
catering make up a significant percentage
of the overall cost of a wedding, with some
figures indicating that these expenses
account for around 65% of the final price
tag. The number of guests couples will host
on their wedding day will affect which
venue they book and how much food and
beverages they’ll need to satisfy guests.
Couples who hope to stay within budget
can consider these tips as they try to build
a guest list that won’t break the bank.

• Accept input. Parents may no longer
foot the entire bill for their children’s
weddings, but couples who are accepting
some financial help from parents must
also accept Mom’s and Dad’s input
regarding the guest list. Even if parents’
desired guests do not ultimately make
the cut, it’s best to respect their wishes
and consider who they want to invite.
Couples who are financing their own
weddings without outside help need not
feel beholden to invite anyone who does
not meet their invitation criteria.

• Make a pprreelliminary llisstt wiitthhoouutt
rreeggaarrdd ttoo bbudggeett.. Coouuplleess cann hhaavvee funn
mmakkiing prrelimiinnaryy guueesstt lissts wwithoouutt
cconssiidderinngg their bbudgets. AA pprrelliimminnary
list can serve as a ssolid sttaarrttiingg ppooiinnt, aanndd
couupless maayy even rreaaliize that tthheeir liisstt iiss
within budget. Onnce the prelimmiinary lliistts
have beeen created, ccoouples can caateggorize
guests (i.e., distant cousins, cowworkkeers,
eetc.) annd then work ttoggetherr tto ddeetterrmine
if aanny ccategoriess can bee eellimminaatedd ffrom
the innvvitatioon list. For exxaample, couupplees
wwhhoo mmay be going over buudget withh
ttheirr guestt lists can eacch agree to reemmove
ddistantt ccouusins from theeir prospeectiivve
invitees.

• SSeek addvvice.MMaany couplees face difficcult
decisioons regarding theiirr wweddding daay
guest liists, so itt cann bee helppful to speaakk
tto a reccentlyy mmaarrrried frriieend or relativee ttoo
ssee howw theyy hannddlleed paring doown theiirr
gguest lissts. Soome mmiigghht have ddoonne it by
caategory, whhile othheerrs mmigghht have limmiited
gguest lissts ttoo llooccaall friendds aannd family.
WWhhenn ttaakkinngg tthhiiss approaacch, couples
ccaann sppeak to ffrieennddss aaboouut howw they
aapprroached haanddlliinngg ppeeoplee whho were
ssuurpprised that theey wwere not oonn the final
llistt ooff innvviitteeees.

•ThThrooww aa lleessss ffoorrmmall partty ddowwnn the
rrooad. AA lless exppeensiive baackyyaard bbarbbeecue
withhinn weeekkss of tyingg thee kknot caann sseerrve
aas a lessss ccoosstly alternative to a laarrge
wedddingg rreeception. CCoouuples wwhho ttaake
tthis approaach cann keeepp tthheir weddiing
day guest listts to a mminimum, but inviitte
everyone thhey hhoope to see to a post-
wedddiinngg daayy bbaackyard barbecue orr
pottlluucckk ppiicniicc ssoo they can celebrate wwith
eevveeryonnee tthheeyy lloovvee.

Curattiinngg aa wedddingg ddaayy guest list iis noo
smalll ttaasskk.. HHowweeverr,, ccouupplless can ttry
variouuss aapppprooacchheess ttoo kkeeepp aa gguuest liisst
moree maannaaggeeaabbllee aanndd lesss eexxppenssiive.

Story ccoouurrtteesyy ooff MMetrro CCrreeaatiivvee CConnneection

HHOOWW TOO FFINND THE RRIGGHHTT WWEEDDDING
RECCEEPPTTIIOON VEENUUEE

PPhhotooss courtesy of Metrro Creaative Connectionn

EEvveery ddecisiioon engaagged couplles make iinn
regaarrdd ttoo their weddddings is significant, but
soome mmaay affect tthe dday more than oothers.
Peerhaps nno decision will hhellpp ccoouples set
tthhee ttonnee they hope ttoo establishh mmore than
thheir chhoiiccee of reecceeppttiion venuuee..

RReecceeppttionn venues are where ccoouples and
tthheir guestss will spend the vasstt majority
oof their time on the weddinng day, wwhhich
iiss why choiice of venue bears suuch
ssiiggnifificannccee. WWiith thaat inn mind, couples
ccann coonnssiiddeer these tips as theyy look for thee
perrffeect place ttoo hhost thheir receptions.

Photos courrtessy ooff Metro Creative Connection

• Decidee wwhatt yyou waant out of a veennuue.
Prospeeccttivve briddess aand groooms may
have vvasstly ddifferreentt iddeas reggaardiinngg hhow
they waanntt thheir wedddiinngs too go,, and iit’s
impeerative that ccouppless discuss thheeiir
ideall wweddings prioor ttoo llooking ffoor a
venuee. Do yoouu want to gett marrieed in
a placee of wworship? Or do you preffeer aa
venue tthat can host botth the ceremoonny
and receepttiioonn?? DDo yyoou waant an inddooor,
outdoor or hybriidd ceereemony and
reception? Define wwhhat yoou both want
before looking for a venuuee aannd make
the necessary concessssiions iff yyoou have
different ideas in mindd.

HHOOWW TTO BUILD A WEDDING BUDGET WITHOUT BREAKING TTHHEE BBAANNKK

Photos courtesy of Metro Creativee Connection
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A charming banquet hall
located in the heart of
downtown Wyandotte
specializing in events
of 50-130.

Affordable packages
including food, bar,
DJ & more.

Call or text
to get your
wedding started
734-767-9449
www.thebiddlehall.com

BiddleHall
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