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$2,000 towards the purchase of any pre-owned vehicle priced $10,000 and up. Not valid on any previous or pending deals. Excludes previous sales. Ends 2/29/2023. 
Due to ad deadline some vehicles may have sold. All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee.

NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

Over 200 Pre-Owned Vehicles Available to View at 
stanmcnabbchevy.com and stanmcnabbcdj.com!

Spring DealsSpring Deals
Are Here.Are Here.

We love you 
and we are 
so proud of you!
-Your family-

IzzyIzzy
HydeHyde

Happy 11
Happy 11thth birthday

 birthday

on April 1

Fully insured certificate available on request.
We’ll work with insurance companies

421 Lincoln Ave. S., Fayetteville, TN

931-433-7314931-433-7314

www.tandlroofing.com

• Repair • Replace • New Construction • Locally Owned & Operated 
• All Types Of Roofs • Owens Corning Preferred Contractor 

NEED ROOF REPAIR?

T & L Roofing
Formerly Rogers Roofing
"Quality Lives On After The Price Is Gone"

In business since 1974 
Call Jeff Parker Today!Call Jeff Parker Today!

Office: 931-732-4760 • Cell: 931-703-3701Office: 931-732-4760 • Cell: 931-703-3701

Parker Construction Co.Parker Construction Co.
Dozer & Trackhoe Work

Concrete Work

A Name  YOUYOU  Can Trust!
• Land Clearing
• Roads/Pads
• Ponds/Lakes

• Septic/Water Lines
• Underground Utilities
• Remove Old Or Burned Buildings

• Physical, Speech, Occupational
   & Respiratory Therapies
• Unit Specializing in Dementia Care
• Specializing in Skilled & Long Term Care
• Nursing
• Specialized Diets
• Activities
• Social Services
• Free Wi-Fi

Administrator - Lisa Veteto
Director of Admissions - Jennifer Mitchell

faymark@twinrivershc.com
elkriverhroffayetteville.com

4081 Thornton Taylor Pkwy. 
Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-433-9973

HealtH & NursiNg of fayetteville 

The CareThe Care
They DeserveThey Deserve
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A clean alternative
to powdered

Cremated Remains.

Now available at

213 Market Street East
Fayetteville, Tennessee 37334

931.433.2544

www.higginsfh.com
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931-728-2402931-728-2402
2002 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester, TN2002 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester, TN

www.alwhitemotors.net

Experience the Experience the 
Al White Ford LincolnAl White Ford Lincoln  

Difference!Difference!

Philip & 
Janie McAfee 
Been buying cars from 
Thomas for roughly 15 years ,
Thomas will go above and 
beyond to help with anything, 
I’ve had flat tires and he’s 

come out, put air in them and taken it back to the shop to have 
it fixed. He genuinely cares about his customers, you tell him 
what you’re looking for and he delivers. Everyone loves him 
and we recommend him to anyone looking for a car.
Al white cares about their customers, from the service 
department all the way to the sales and management team. 
As long as there is an Al white Motors we will always be a 
loyal customer. 

Married to Dusty White. 
In my Spare time I 
like outdoor activities 
riding dirt bikes, snow 
skiing going to the 
lake. Al White was 
my Grandfather and 
my Dad, Jerry, is still 
here everyday so 
I’ve been around the 
dealership all my life. My Grandparents bought 
the dealership in 1955 so it’s a Family Tradition.
 
-  Thomas White 
  Sales Representative  
  Al White

“Don’t take it from us, 
look at what our customers say...”

Carter’s Drug Store 
Pharmacy With Boutique & Gift Shop
106 S. Elk Ave. • Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-433-1511
Mon-Fri 8-7 Sat 8-5 Sun 10-4

Carter’s at Stonebridge 
Drive Thru and Full Service Pharmacy
6 Eldad Rd. • Fayetteville, TN 37334
 931-438-0760
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30 Sat 8:30-12:30

Locally owned and operated

307 West College St., Fayetteville, TN
931-433-1084

"YOUR PROPANE SOURCE"

We Offer:
• Pre-Buy Or Lock-In Terms
• Worry Free Budget Plan
• Auto-Fill Route System
• Customer Referral Program

Keeping 
   You Cozy

1245 East College St., Pulaski, TN • Facebook.com/AHC.Meadowbrook

Senior care is the heart of what we do at AHC Meadowbrook. 
If you or your loved one needs care close to home or family, 

let us be your first choice. Services include:

• Nursing care
• Physical, occupational 
    and speech therapy
• Disease management

• Wound care
• IV therapy
• ARTS technology
• Much more

SENIOR LIVING • REHABILITATION

Compassionate, 
Quality Care 
for Rehab or 
Long-term 
Living

Call Today 931-363-7548 Or visit AHCseniorcare.com

Outpatient

Therapy



APRIL 2023 / /  9GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE

WE’REWE’RE

Apply for our positions by going to AriensCo.com/Careers/

Come Back Home To Start Your Career with AriensCo

Passionate People 
Astounded Customers

We will be hiring for over 100 positions 
for our first Assembly Line projected 
to start 5/15
 
4 X 10 shifts
Mon. - Thurs.
4:00am-2:30 pm  & 2:30pm-1:00am

CAREER FAIR 
4/13,4/14, & 4/15:

4/13: 9:00am-9:00pm

4/14: 8:00am-4:00pm

4/15: 8:00am-12:00pm



From our readers

Do you have family and friends 
in Fayetteville who would enjoy 
Good News? Sign them up for 
free at goodnewsmags.com

Thank you for reading 
Good News!

“I really enjoy reading all the 
stories inside them.  Thanks 
for the opportunity to get this 
great magazine.”
— Lisa Epperson, 
Good News reader

Share your thoughts on 
Facebook or our website. 
It could be featured in the
next issue!

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? Let us 
know what you think! Follow us 
and leave a review on Facebook. 
Search Good News Fayetteville 
or send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com
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A FAIR
TRADE
Sarah Campbell 
& Judy Carter have 
bonded for life.

Power, strength, bravery, and determination
in the past, present, and future

Women OF

Bank of Lincoln County
Here Today. Here Tomorrow.

Here’s to strong women.
May we know them.

May we be them.
May we raise them.

Education 
in Bloom
Educators give students 
the opportunity to 
bloom like a seed in
a greenhouse.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

I THINK OF education the same 
way I think of the spring season. In 

that time of year, out of season and life-
less-looking trees begin to bloom and 
become like new. The new nutrients, 
new water, and new sunlight create new 
opportunities. They drop seeds, give 
us food to eat, and give a place to call 
home for squirrels and birds. When all 
of these things come together perfectly, 
these plants—that seemed like they had 
nothing left to offer—in fact were hid-
ing beautiful colors, growth, petals, and 
leaves. The brownish grays and mossy 
splinters turn into pinks, whites, and 
greens. The snow and frozen limbs are 
exchanged for new growth and sunlight. 

Education does the same thing. It 
is like having a new lease on your fu-

ture. It can change us for the better, and 
when we pass this education on and 
carry the torch, we change the lives of 
those around us. Education expands our 
lives. The classroom is like a greenhouse, 
and we’re the ones who get to soak in 
the nutrients, the sun’s rays, and the 
pure water. This issue of Good News 
celebrates the educators in our lives that 
help us bloom. We thank you for your 
hard work and endless compassion. You 
give students in our communities the 
opportunity to bloom. GN

 
Wesley Bryant,
MANAGING EDITOR
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www.JohnSmithJrRealtyandAuctionLLC.com

FARM FOR SALE
814 PLEASANT RIDGE RD HUNTLAND, TN 

125+- acres located in Franklin County’s Huntland community.
 Property is complete with Farmhouse, Barn, and Outbuildings, all 

along Robinson Creek. The road split property has 42+- acres of crop 
ready fields accessible by road. Perfect for renovation or development, 

this land is worth a look. Quaint setting with a beautiful view. Don’t 
let this opportunity pass you by!

John Smith, Jr.  - (931) 308-7386 • April Smith - (931) 308-7387
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Build/Remodel/Replace/Repair. Bathrooms, Kitchens, Decks, Siding, 
Flooring, Windows/Doors. Specializing in Trim and Staircases

(931)447-1049 or (931)993-2415

27yrs experience. 
Licensed/Insured. 
Free Estimates.

We Service What We Sell!

409 Lincoln Ave. South, Fayetteville, TN 37334 
931-433-5869  Mon.-Fri. 7-5; Sat. 7-12 
bradfordappliancetn.com





Local people celebrate 
our libraries

Fayetteville City Schools 
embrace motto, ‘Big enough 
to make a difference… small 
enough to care’

Local Girl Scout troop 
continues to build local 
leaders 
 
Trio enforces 
lightheartedness 
 
FPU’s Student Utility  
Board thrives 
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This section of the magazine 
covers local positive news you 
may have missed.

Submit a positive story
on our website: 

goodnewsmags.com



Local people celebrate our libraries.
 

National Library Week is on the way: April 23-29.
 
 

By Tina Neeley // Photography by Brooke Snyder

M EMORIES OF books, card catalogs, 
and hushing librarians come to mind 

when we recall the libraries of our childhood. 
We can almost smell that perfect mixture of 
paper, dust, and nostalgia. Those places full 
of books were safe havens for young readers, 
who felt a sense of wonder looking at books 
with exciting covers or reading stories 
that seemed out of this world. The books 
broadened our understanding of each other 
and the world around us and offered places 
to go without leaving home. As time passed 
and technology advanced, our libraries grew 
with us, but our connection to the libraries 
of our past survives.

Deborah Chaplin, Meghan Murr, Sherie Jacks, Valorie Nickels, and Kenzie Mitchell ➤

America’s first public library opened in 
Boston in 1854, according to encyclope-
dia.com. Books had to be requested at the 
desk and then retrieved by the librarian; the 
public could not access the stacks or browse 
the shelves. In the early 1900s, however, li-
braries began to transition to open stacks, 
changing the role of the librarians from 
gatekeepers to research supporters.

Campaigns sent books and periodicals 
to American troops during World War I 
and II. The Library Service Act of 1956 
continued the spread of literacy, educa-
tion, and entertainment when it put the 
library’s services on wheels and made 

books available to rural communities and 
underserved areas. 

As technology evolved, libraries grew to 
include much more than books and period-
icals. Tape recordings, microfilm, and mi-
crofiche created searchable archives. Soon, 
books on tape and compact discs put our 
favorite books on the road again, this time 
in our vehicles and homes. Video cassettes 
took us to exotic lands, taught new skills 
and hobbies, and entertained us with mov-
ies at no charge.

As computers became a part of our ev-
eryday lives, libraries created computer labs 
and loaned time and internet access to their 
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patrons, many experiencing technology for the first time. 
Classes on utilizing technology, both then and now, en-
abled users to make the most of their personal comput-
ers and devices offsite.

E-books burst onto the scene, and libraries again 
stepped up to give patrons access to the digital reading 
realm. Your library card allows you to check out books 
today and read them on your tablet, laptop, phone, or 
favorite e-reader. 

Genealogists have long haunted the history rooms 
of local libraries, and today can access a literal world of 
information online through portals like the Tennessee 
Electronic Library. Students can use the site’s resourc-
es to prepare for tests, and history buffs can view the 
state’s photographic library containing a wealth of de-
tailed information.

Most, if not all, area libraries now offer free public 
Wi-Fi, work areas, and meeting rooms. The hushings of 
our childhood memories are less likely to be heard, and 
in their place is the laughter and conversation of stu-
dents deep in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 

and Mathematics (STEAM) projects or adults collabo-
rating on a project.

In the present economic times, our local libraries 
offer free resources that include something for every 
household, interest, and age group. Check them out. 
While you may not hear the dull clunk of the old card 
machine dating your return card, something old might 
just find you among the new. GN

Visit the Fayetteville-Lincoln County Public Library 
at 306 Elk Ave. N., Fayetteville. 
For more information, call (931) 433-3286 
or go to flcpl.org.

Other online resources: 
Tennessee Electronic Library tntel.info
Hoopla Reading App hoopladigital.com 
(and available in your app store)   
Tennessee Reads reads.overdrive.com 
(and available in your app store)

Deborah 
Chaplin

➤
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Fayetteville City Schools embrace 
motto, ‘Big enough to make a 

difference … small enough to care’
 

Award-winning school system builds relationships, 
provides strong foundation for student success.

 
 

Article and photos submitted by Fayetteville City Schools

R ECOGNIZED ON a national stage 
through the Blue Ribbon Schools of 

Excellence, while still retaining the family 
atmosphere where students are not just a 
number, Fayetteville City Schools is a true 
reflection of its motto, “Big enough to 
make a difference … small enough to care.”

Fayetteville City Schools boasts two 
Lighthouse Schools, Ralph Askins School 
and Fayetteville Middle School, and a 
Beacon School moving toward Light-
house status in Fayetteville High School. 
This recognition through Blue Ribbon 
Schools of Excellence demonstrates our 

system’s commitment to meeting and ex-
ceeding performance areas indicative of 
high-achieving schools.  

We are not content to rest on our laurels, 
striving each day to continually improve our 
schools and welcoming input from stake-
holders in order to best serve our Tigers.

With a low pupil-to-teacher ratio of 
14:1, our teachers know children indi-
vidually; however, our small size doesn’t 
mean small offerings.  Students in all 
grade levels across all three of our schools 
are offered the opportunity to participate 
in drama classes designed to engage stu-

S P O N S O R E D  C O N T E N T
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• Recognized nationally by  
 Blue Ribbon Schools   
 of Excellence

• Low pupil-teacher ratio of 14:1
• Numerous clubs and  

	 organizations	help	Tigers	find	 
 their niche

•	Robust	curriculum	offers	honors	 
 courses, dual enrollment

• CTE program changing lives,  
 preparing students for high-skill,  
 high-demand jobs

• Project Lead the Way Engineering  
	 nationally	certified

• Graduates credit small school  
 environment, caring teachers  
 for successes

• Career counselors advocating for  
 students aid in securing $3.4  
 million in scholarships and  
	 awards	offered	to	Class	of	2022

• FCS values partnerships with  
 Tiger families, community

• Fayetteville City welcomes  
 new, existing residents to join in  
 the journey to success

dents in the performing arts and theatre. 
We offer numerous clubs and activities 
in all schools, allowing our Tigers to find 
their niche. Students in many of our or-
ganizations, such as Beta Club and Fu-
ture Farmers of America (FFA), compete 
with their peers statewide, often advanc-
ing to nationals. 

Fayetteville City offers a robust curric-
ulum, including honors courses, Advanced 
Placement programs and dual credit/dual 
enrollment opportunities on the high 
school level. 

Our Career Technical Education 
(CTE) program is changing lives, pro-
viding our students with the necessary 
skills to pursue well-paying jobs after 
high school. Thanks to our community 
partnerships with institutions such as 
Tennessee College of Applied Technol-
ogy (TCAT), Fayetteville High students 
are training for their careers in high-skill, 
high-demand areas while completing 
their high school diplomas. Our Cosme-
tology program is recognized by the state 
of Tennessee Board of Cosmetology, re-
sulting in professional training while our 
students are still in high school. One of 
our newest offerings, Medical Science, is 
an excellent option for students with in-
terest in the healthcare field.  FHS has 
partnered with local organizations to 
provide job shadowing and certification 
opportunities, and we have had students 
earning industry certifications and job 
placements already. Additionally, our 
outstanding criminal justice program is 
preparing our students for careers in the 
legal field or law enforcement.

Fayetteville High School’s Project 
Lead the Way Engineering program is 
nationally certified – one of the first in the 
State of Tennessee to be certified – and we 
boast a number of FHS graduates in our 
short history who are enjoying careers in 

engineering fields thanks to the founda-
tion laid during high school. 

Our Fayetteville City graduates who 
have now moved on to the next stages of 
their careers almost exclusively say that 
the small environment and the personal 
attention from teachers who cared about 
students helped shape the adults that they 
have become today and played a key role in 
their success after high school. That person-
alized attention afforded in a small school 
environment by career counselors advo-
cating for our students continues to help 
our Tigers pursue their dreams – last year’s 
graduating class was offered $3.4 million in 
scholarships and awards upon graduation, 
an average of $42,937 per senior.

We are blessed to have a diverse stu-
dent body in Fayetteville City Schools 
reflective of our city’s overall diversity, 
along with some of the finest educators 
in the field. Our teachers are invested in 
each one of our Tigers and want to see 
them succeed in whatever paths they 
choose after high school. We value our 
partnerships with our Tiger families and 
foster communication and teamwork 
with our parents and families to ensure 
students’ success.

We appreciate our parents trusting us 
with their children. We know families have 
a choice when it comes to educating their 
children, and we appreciate the opportu-
nity to help make a difference in the lives 
of these young people. Fayetteville City is 
truly a special school system, and we invite 
new and existing residents to join our Tiger 
family on our journey to success.

The Fayetteville City School Sys-
tem offers open enrollment throughout 
Fayetteville and all of Lincoln County. 
Whether you live in the city limits or not, 
come meet us and see if being a Tiger is 
the best fit for your student and family. As 
always, go Tigers! GN
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Local Girl Scout Troop continues 
to build local leaders. 

 
Lincoln County has a bright future.

 
 

By Tina Neeley // Photos submitted by Heather Vaughn

Y OUR FIRST thoughts when you 
hear “Girl Scouts” may be of Thin 

Mints and Tagalongs©, and who could 
blame you? Hold that thought because 
your favorite limited-time treat does 
much more than satisfy your craving; 
it enables girls to grow to their fullest 
potential while building skills and 
relationships and learning positive values 
and community involvement. 

Locally, your cookie purchases go back 
into the Girl Scout service unit of Lincoln 
County. Within this unit is Girl Scout 
Troop 1856, led by Heather Vaughn and 

➤

Kelli Grissom and locally referred to as the 
“Petersburg troop.” The troop comprises 
Unity and Riverside Christian Academy 
students and the Boonshill, Hot Rock, and 
Dellrose communities.

The Petersburg troop was formed in 
2019 when the annual Girl Scout recruit-
ing program didn’t have enough troops to 
support the interest of all who wanted to 
participate. Vaughn volunteered to assist 
with the new troop and has been actively 
involved since that time. 

She has seen firsthand the change in 
the girls through the program.

“At every meeting, we lead the pledge 
and give each girl opportunities to be re-
sponsible for something. It may be nothing 
more than holding the flag, but I’ve seen 
those girls go from being so nervous hold-
ing the flag to standing up in front of a 
group of people and reading about a coun-
try we pick for world thinking day to walk-
ing up and asking someone to buy cookies. 
They gain self-confidence without even 
realizing it. My daughter was very nervous 
when she was younger and had to speak to 
people, and now I see her stand up in front 
of a crowd on stage, speaking loudly and 

Emily Cummings, Ryleigh Grissom, Olivia Simmons, Scarlett Fuson, Olivia Bobo, Gigi Groce, Kate Meeks, Kelli Grissom, Natalie Pinnix, Kennedy 
Sublett, Grace Haapoja, Natalie Vaughn, Aydin May, Payslee Beard, and Heather Vaughn

➤
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MARCH CLEARANCE SALE
The end of the rainbow leads to the...

UP TO

7070 %% OFF OFF

www.spraysjewelers.com

1822 B Huntsville Hwy. • Fayetteville, TN • 931-433-6081 • Financing Available, WAC

Quantities Limited On Some Items. Photos of jewelry may not be the exact items on sale. Sale Prices Apply To In Stock Items Only. 

Exceptional Quality - Superior Service

March 17 th-31st Only. 
Deals So Good They Only Happen Once A Year! 



clearly. And I know [scouting] has her feeling better 
about herself and more confident,” said Vaughn.

Community service projects are funded by sales 
programs twice a year. The fall sale consists of candy, 
nuts, and magazines; the other is the cookies early in 
the new year. A portion of the funds raised goes to 
community service projects chosen by the troop. Past 
projects have included adopting angels at Christmas, 
military care packages, Clothe Our Kids donations, 
Junior’s House, and the Petersburg blessing box. 

Vaughn said, “One year, we put flags on the veter-
ans’ graves at Wright’s Cemetery near McBurg.” 

Girl Scouts impacts everyone involved, from the 
troop leader to the members, to the community.

“There is a lot of love that goes into what we do 
in Girl Scouts. Everyone involved is a volunteer, all 
the way up to the service unit. It can get a bit stress-
ful sometimes, especially during cookie season, but we 
know, at the end of the day, that it’s helping to support 
our troops and helping them earn new opportunities. 
Girl Scouts in Lincoln County provides a wealth of 
knowledge for girls and is helping them grow into 
mature young adults with confidence and care for 
others,” she said. GN

Payslee Beard, Emily Cummings, Natalie Pinnix, Kennedy Sublet, Ryleigh Grissom, Ivy Collins, Gigi Groce, Olivia 
Simmons, Scarlett Fuson, Kylee Gilliam, Natalie Vaughn, Grace Haapoja, and Olivia Bobo

Natalie Vaughn, Ryleigh Grissom, and Sora Sampson

➤

➤

For information on Lincoln County Girl Scouts, 
contact the service unit manager, Charlotte Bartelt, at 
(931) 625-8428 or email girlscoutsoflc@gmail.com. 
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K E V I N  H A R G R A V E
Fayettevi l le,  TN

HARGRAVE
CONSTRUCTION
931-993-8459

Build Your 
Dream Home

Residential/Commercial/Steel Buildings
Licensed & Insured

Custom T-Shirts • Embroidery • Signs

931-438-7988931-438-7988 Open Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

www.NDesigns.com

WE BUY WE BUY 
SCRAP METAL!SCRAP METAL!

(931) 454-2222(931) 454-2222
54 Recycle Dr., Tullahoma, TN 37388

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am - 4:30 pm • Sat. 8:00 am - 11:30 am

Aluminum, Cans, Appliances, Farm Equipment, Steel, Brass, Copper 
AND We buy ANY Vehicle - Running or Not!

www.cfcrecycling.netwww.cfcrecycling.net



Deputies Wayne Graham, Ashton Twyman, and Justin Christmas ➤
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Trio enforces lightheartedness
 

Courthouse deputies direct with kindness and heart.
 
 

By Tina Neeley // Photography by Brooke Snyder

D RIVING TOWARD the Fayetteville square, 
the Lincoln County Courthouse stands like a 

sentry over the community. It’s an architectural dream, 
breathtaking in the glow of early morning or against an 
ombre sunset. Some drop in just to walk its halls, while 
others wander inside, searching for offices to pay taxes, 
renew tags, or register deeds. Attorneys, judicial officials, 
law enforcement officers, plaintiffs, and defendants 
appear at appointed times. All enter through the east 
door and exit the west under the watchful care of Lincoln 
County Sheriff Department Deputies Wayne Graham, 
Justin Christmas, and Ashton Twyman.

Together, they have nearly 40 years in law enforce-
ment, but their time walking the courthouse halls are at 
the top of their favorites list.

Graham, who has been on courthouse duty the lon-
gest, also manages other responsibilities. “I take care of 
all the guns in the department and install the GPS in the 
new vehicles, plus I also take the old cars apart so they 
can be sold. And I used to be the crime scene photogra-
pher,” he said.

The trio feeds off each other throughout the day, in-
teracting with the community they love.

“You get to see every person in the whole com-
munity at least one time,” said Christmas.

Four to five hundred people pass through the court-
house on any given day, and at certain times of the year, 
it surges to double that number.

Graham said, “There are certain times of the year 
when taxes and tags and everything happens all at 
once. We have had 1,016 people through the door in 
one day.”

Through the doors or in the halls, Christmas will 
make you laugh — count on it.

Twyman said about Christmas, “He’ll call some-
one the wrong name or tell them their tag can’t be re-
newed today because they’ve got the wrong color car.”

But Christmas equally enjoys helping an elderly 
couple put tags on their car and interacting with those 
coming in for more serious matters. He says to those 
coming in for court, “It’s all going to be okay. It’s all 
going to work out.”

Graham, Twyman, and Christmas aren’t co-work-
ers; they’re family. Their rapport is as easy as their de-
meanor. Sharing a common goal has that effect on you.

Your safety is their common goal and responsibility 
— one they don’t take lightly.

Twyman said, “We enjoy cutting up with our 
community, but we still must be conscious of our sur-
roundings. Many people come to this courthouse to 
get a divorce, fight for custody of their child, fight for 
an estate of a loved one, or fight a criminal charge. 
We have to be conscious of what comes through the 
courthouse doors and what is happening on the court-
house lawn. There are many times the metal detector 
buzzes, and we have to wand people down to see ex-
actly what is causing it to buzz.”

The deputies are always there for the community, 
to serve and protect. 

As you pass through the exit doors, no matter why 
you came through the metal detectors at the entrance, 
you’ll likely be glad you came. Thanks to your court-
house deputies, your day looks a little brighter, even if 
the skies are gray. GN
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Shattering stigma and 
breaking down walls

Buzzing with positive 
change

Education in bloom

 28 

 36 

 42 

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY HIGHLAND RIM 
SCHOOL

Sora Sampson, Delilah Bearden, 
Sadie Vandagriff, Clara Mann, 
Trey Locke, and Holly Albert
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Shatter-
ing stigma 
and break-
ing down 
walls Life with 

autism 
spectrum 
disorder is 
beautifully 
different.
By Tina Neeley



Sometimes life just 
isn’t what it seems.
There are situations where we view each 
other through the fishbowl of life. We 
watch from outside, sure of what we’re 
seeing. Meanwhile, inside, life is its own 
reality, and the days pass with the feeling 
of someone else watching. What some-
one else sees and understands may not 
quite be the reality of life inside. Such is 
often the case with families living with an 
autism diagnosis.

According to cdc.gov, autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD) is a developmental disabil-
ity caused by differences in the brain. Some 

people with ASD have a known difference, 
such as a genetic condition. Other causes 
are not yet known. People with ASD may 
behave, communicate, interact, and learn in 
ways that are different from most others. 
There is often nothing about how they look 
that sets them apart from others, and the 
abilities of people with ASD can vary greatly. 

April is National Autism Awareness 
month, a great time to shatter the glass 
separating us from families managing life 
on the spectrum. Two families offer their 
perspectives from the inside.
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931-427-8211
25900 Main St., Ardmore, TN

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 7:00 A.M. -10:00 P.M.; 
Sun. 7:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M.

True Discount 
Lotto Land

Smokes 
& Suds

We’ve Got What You Need

Lottery • Beer • Cigars

Fayetteville 931-433-5855
405 West College St., Fayetteville, TN 37334

Now Buy!Is The Time To

Park City 931-433-9124
2850 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN 37334

Mortgage Rates Are Still Great!

Come See Kelly Richardson Today!
She Will Find The Right Mortgage Solution For You!

www.fnbforyou.com
7 Ardmore Hwy., Fayetteville, TN 37334
Rick Currin, Owner  931-438-0097

If It Rolls,We Have Tires For It!

DISCOUNT TIREDISCOUNT TIRE

• Lawn Mower  
• ATV 
• Tractor Tires 
• Motor Home 
• Trailer & More

Certified 
Professional Dog 

Trainer for All Ages 
and Breeds

Does your dog jump, pull 
on the leash, or have 

bad manners?

(931) 227-8893
Lee@TennesseeValleyK9.com

360 Coldwater Creek Rd.
Taft, TN 38488

Lee Bourgeois
Head Trainer

Behavior & Obedience Specialist
All Areas of Dog Training

www.TennesseeValleyK9.com

931-433-6634
Ask about automatic payment

r i c h a r d s o n w a s t e @ g m a i l . c o m

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!
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111 Main Ave N, Fayetteville, TN 37334

Designs that inspire.

• Home Decor • Custom Designs
• Home/Business Decorating

(931) 297-2101

annaphillipsdesigns-com.3dcartstores.com

We have carports available for
                   install in as little as 4 - 6 weeks!

931-635-2244 watsonbarnrentals.com
             watsoncarports.com

NOW AVAILABLE
Custom Length Metal & Trim

D-Rib and G-Rib

www.mtnviewconstruction.com

CONSTRUCTION, LLCCONSTRUCTION, LLC
Open 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday • Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

8321 David Crockett Pkwy. W., Belvidere, TN • 931-967-8000

Call for quotes
 17 Color Options

NEED NEED 
CAR PARTS?CAR PARTS?

54 Recycle Dr., Tullahoma, TN 37388
Mon. - Sat. 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

COME SEE US AT PICK & PULL!
We have over 800 vehicles on our lot to choose from!

Check out our entire inventory at:
www.cfcpickandpull.comwww.cfcpickandpull.com

We do NOT inventory individual parts. Just vehicles by YEAR, MAKE, and MODEL!

CFC AUTO SALVAGE

Do you struggle with hurts, pain, or addiction of any kind?
• Are you an adult child of an alcoholic or an abuse survivor?
• Do you struggle with anxiety, co-dependency, anger or fear?
• Are you addicted to gambling, food, sex, substances 
  or pornography? 
• Then Celebrate Recovery is for you, a Christ-centered, 
   non-denominational, 12 step recovery program.
• CR meets every Tuesday, 5:30-8pm. Supper provided and childcare 
   is available upon request.

Fayetteville First UMC
200 Elk Ave N. • (931)433-2251

115 Medical Center Blvd., Fayetteville, TN 37334 
(931) 433-5000

It's the People
Lincoln Manor fosters our residents' 
sense of independence while ensuring 
a loving home-like environment." 

It's the Place
Residents are able to choose from 

fully private to semi-private apartments 
with private bath and kitchenette.

It's the Service
Take advantage of our customized 
pricing with services provided by our 
dedicated staff.



Life on the 
spectrum — 

one family’s 
perspective

Amanda West shares her family’s 
journey with ASD:

We begin to ponder the life we lived 
just one day before. Like permanent book-
marks, the diagnosis of ASD separates the 
pages of our lives into categories of before 
and after. 

“Your son has level one, high-func-
tioning autism spectrum disorder,” the 
team of psychologists reported. My hus-
band and I took several days to process 
the information together privately before 
we shared the diagnosis with our nine-
year-old son. He was sitting at his com-
puter desk designing an elaborate video 
game. When I told him, his fingers froze 
on his keyboard. He looked right at me 
and said in his matter-of-fact way, “Well, 
that explains it,” then turned toward the 
screen and kept right on typing. Later 
that evening, he and I watched the movie 
“Temple Grandin.”

“Mom,” he said, “she has autism like 
me, but I don’t act like her.” 

I explained that if you know one per-
son with autism, you know one person 
with autism.

Although I know everyone’s experi-
ence with ASD is different, the last seven 
years have been years of temporary re-
gression, enormous growth, physical and 
emotional maturity, and, most of all, lots 
of therapy. He underwent occupational 
and speech-language therapy to recognize 
facial expressions, decipher body language, 
and understand idioms and words with 
double meanings. He underwent phys-
ical therapy to strengthen his fine motor 
skills and overall coordination. Our family 
feels blessed that he was able to have these 
necessary interventions provided by Jones 
Therapy in Shelbyville.

As a 16-year-old, he is a witty honor 
roll student, a member of the National 
High School Honors Society, has a steady 
group of friends, is still highly creative, and 
is working toward earning hours toward 
his driver’s license.
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From the 
inside out — 
what they’d 
want you
to know

No more 
walls

Anna Sapach, a single mom to a 
young child on the spectrum, clarifies 
things the bowl has distorted from our 
view and our understanding of those 
with autism:

From the outside perspective, ASD can 
be embraced or judged in various ways. It 
can be embraced by acknowledgment and 
kindness or judged by silent stares and 
gawky remarks. 

There’s a multitude of degrading false 
information that has distorted the image 
of individuals with autism. Information 
and education are powerful tools that can 
guide or mislead us. The volume of errors 
and misdiagnoses throughout history, even 
with advanced testing and medical progres-
sion, has left a paper trail so long that it 
can collectively fill enough books to build 
a library. That happens when we judge the 
cover without picking apart the pages first. 

If I were to ask you, the reader, what au-
tism looks like to you, what would you see? 
Without education or background, where 
would your mind lead from only what the 
eyes can see? Would you see a child stim-
ming (arm flapping, spinning in circles, tug-
ging on clothes or ears)?

Would you see a child trying to self-soothe in an 
environment that sets their senses on fire? Or better 
yet, an environment that they’re enjoying, and offer 
them a smile accompanied by a wave? Would you 
see an adult in sensory overload (nail biting, pop-
ping knuckles, repeating words) at a music store and 
presume they’re behaving oddly? Or, would you see 
someone trying to manage anxiety in a loud place 
because they wanted to bravely learn how to set 
their noise-canceling headphones aside and embrace 
change? 

With this insight, do we embrace a change in 
our neurotypical day-to-day environment, or do we 
scratch our heads and turn away? 

Coming from a mother to a son with autism, all 
we ask is that you show kindness. You don’t have to 
read every article or order a stack of books on ASD 
to become aware or understanding. 

If it weren’t for my son, I wouldn’t have the 
knowledge I do today on autism. He saved me from 
the ignorance I held for years, unknowingly blind-
ed by the social stigmas these adolescents had been 
painted by. 

Misguided mindsets distort the beautiful picture 
that is the wonderful and complex world of life on 
the spectrum.

Shattering the walls that separate us from ASD fam-
ilies and coming together as a community that longs 
to enter their world’s beauty and struggles is a price-
less gift. It’s a gift to them and a gift we receive from 
them when we allow them to share our lives.

Be on the lookout for opportunities to share life 
on the spectrum. GN
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RefreshRefresh
Your StyleYour Style

203 South Main Ave. • Fayetteville, TN
931-433-2582 | www.Norman-Furniture.com

FREE
DELIVERY

Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithstankservice.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Let Us Take Care Of 
Your Septic Tanks

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITYwww.bmaprop.com

110 Franklin Ave. N., Fayetteville, TN • (931) 438-4492
Licensed in TN & AL
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DINING ROOM OPEN

20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK 
Regular: $26.99 • Buffalo: $30.99

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $26.99

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.79 • Sandwich only: $4.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE CLUB SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.69 • Sandwich only: $6.69

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.19 • Sandwich only: $5.19

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.19 • Sandwich only: $4.99

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.99 • Sandwich only: $5.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Sandwich only: $6.69

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct. $8.69 • 5ct. $9.69 • 6ct. $10.69
Buffalo: 4ct. $9.49 • 5ct. $10.69 • 6ct. $11.89

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $11.99 • Buffalo: $12.09

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $10.29 • Buffalo: $10.89

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.19

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.69

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.99 

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.19

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $9.59

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 
$3.99

FRIED PICKLES 
$3.99 

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular: $1.89 • Large: $2.19

COLESLAW - CUP 
99¢

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 
$1.79

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular: $1.39 • Buffalo: $1.59

THE NIBBLER 
$1.76

CHICKEN BACON RANCH 
LOADED FRIES 
Regular: $7.99

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, and a Treat.  
KIDDIE FINGER
$4.79

KIDDIE CHEESE
$4.79

DRINK 
Small: $1.99 • Medium: $2.19 • Large: $2.49

GALLON OF SWEET OR UNSWEET TEA
$4.99

KIDZ® DRINK 
89¢

MILK 
Regular: $1.09 • Chocolate: $1.09

APPLE JUICE 
$1.09

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct. $5.19 • 10ct. $8.89 • 20ct. $16.49

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct. $6.99 • 10ct. $12.19 • 20ct. $22.79

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $6.19 • 10ct. $11.99 • 20ct. $22.99

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $7.19 • 10ct. $13.99 • 20ct. $26.99

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
One 99¢ • Three $1.79

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.69 • Grilled: $8.69 • Garden: $6.59

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.99 • Grilled: $8.99 • Garden: $6.89

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

DESSERTS

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, Ranch, 
Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, Tongue 
Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot Honey Mustard, 
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ, 
Buffalo Garlic Blaze 
25¢

SAUCES

Mixed greens topped with Chicken Fingerz, Asian slaw and 
honey sesame glaze, served with Citrus Vinaigrette dressing 
and a tasty veggie egg roll. Don’t you want it right now?

Try our handcrafted 
Peach Sweet Tea!$$995959

+TAX

The Zensation Zalad is Back!
Expires 4/9/23

www.zaxbys.com

931-227-4999
1511 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN



L
IKE THE electricity powering your home’s heating 
and cooling, you can’t see it, but you can feel the results 
of it. At Highland Rim School, that thing you feel is 

the energy and effect of life in the House of Hornets. 
The 2022-23 school year is buzzing with positive change.
Last year, Highland Rim teachers and administrators 

expressed their desire to see students develop life skills 
and build relationships with one another. They wanted 
ways to have conversations and teach responsibilities. 
Over summer break, they built upon a program that be-
gan the prior school year to do all that and more, and 
students and staff are seeing the results and feeling the 
shift in the school’s culture.

BUZZING
Positive
Change
At Highland Rim 
School, they’re happy 
to see your face.

By Tina Neeley
Photography by
Brooke Snyder

with
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Nicole White 
teaches her 

students about 
achieveing

goals.



Amanda Pickens
and Will Harbin know 

the importance of 
teaching students

to LEAD.
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Assistant Principal Will Harbin said, “For some 
students, this is their only safe place, their only sense of 
normalcy. We want to teach students to be proactive, be 
great people, and respect themselves and the buildings 
here. We focus on little things and finding a way to 
teach them how to get along with others and work well 
in groups with each other.”

They are teaching students to LEAD. In the pro-
gram’s stages, students progress from learning to em-
powering to achieving and finally discovering how to 
be the best for themselves and everyone around them.

Imagine a giant hive where everyone goes to learn 
and grow together and helps and looks out for each oth-
er. There — you have a picture of the House of Hornets. 

Within the hive are 900 staff and students grouped 
into six house families of students and staff from pre-K 
through eighth grade. Upper-grade students are paired 
with lower-grade students, and everyone works togeth-
er on projects as a house family. 

“They’re all unified toward whatever we’re working 
on, creating those bonds and being a family,” Harbin said. 

Homerooms in each grade gather for 30 minutes 
each Friday to work on the program’s principles. Al-
though students are in different grades, all are working 
on the same principles or themes. 

Once every nine weeks, the hive buzzes even loud-
er when all the house families gather in the gym for 
House Day activities and awards. It’s a special day for 
every member of the family. Special sweatshirts are 
handed out during House Day to a student in each 
grade nominated by their teacher for exemplifying all 
of the traits represented by the program.

Harbin said, “You have to earn it. It’s for the student 
who respects others, takes care of something, notices 
trash on the floor, and picks it up. The student who ex-
hibits all of those traits is surprised with a sweatshirt 
on House Day. It’s a big deal. They will scream, holler, 
and cheer. Administrators also do this for the teachers 
on House Day. But it’s all about finding those students 
and teachers who work on relationships and really get 
in the nitty-gritty of being a good human.”

It’s a positive change and way of life, where students 
and staff are happy to go to school every day. And the 
shift is being noticed outside the hive as well.

“The parent interaction has increased.  At Walmart, 
someone says, ‘Hey, what you all are doing is really awe-
some. I can’t believe my child’s started talking more. I can’t 
believe they are becoming more independent. It’s notice-
able.’ You go to a ballgame or out somewhere and see a kid 
making a difference or doing something kind for someone 
else. If you ask them to go help a person, you’ve got 10 kids 
running at the same time,” Harbin said.

And it’s more than helpfulness and kindness 
that’s spreading.

Harbin continued, “Discipline has decreased, atten-
dance has increased, and there’s data to back that up. 
Something’s working. The school culture has improved, 
the climate has improved, and the community sees it. 
A lot of good is happening, and even better things are 
yet to come.”

It’s foundational and something to build upon go-
ing into the future.

“For our eighth graders who are leaving, we set them 
up for high school. For every other student here, we can 
build upon what we’ve done this year and continue that 
next year. We’re just going to take what we have and 
keep building and make it better,” Harbin said.

At the end of the day, it’s about bonding and rela-
tionship building, and it’s working.

Harbin said, “Everyone is excited to come to school, 
both the adults and the students. We’re happy to see 
your face when you walk in the door.”

Who couldn’t use a lot more happiness in their day? GN
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FLOOR COMPANY
Serving the Tennessee Valley for 3 Generations

We install all types of wood, sand & finishWe install all types of wood, sand & finish
(engineered, glue down, prefinished & unfinished)(engineered, glue down, prefinished & unfinished)

www.GatlinWoodFloors.com

SHANE GATLIN 
(931) 703-3986   ShaneGatlin@gatlinwoodfloors.com

WWW.DROBINSONLANDCLEARING.COM • 615-631-0638

ROBINSON ENVIRONMENTALROBINSON ENVIRONMENTAL
LAND CLEARINGLAND CLEARING

Serving Middle Tennessee since 2007Serving Middle Tennessee since 2007

1117 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-297-5060
Mon. - Sat. 8:00am-5:00pm
Sun. Hours Vary Depending on Season

Plant City Wilson’s 
Lawn & Landscaping

Change Your Landscape.
Large selection of hanging baskets, bedding 
& vegetable plants, tropicals, ornamental 
concrete and so much more. 

*Available on select models.

2970 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN 37334
(931) 438-6300 • www.landersmclartytoyota.com

SALES EVENT
0% APR* 
for 60 Months

up to

Shop Now! >



931-993-9710
575 Lynchburg Hwy., Mulberry, TN 37359

• Interior & Exterior Railing • Pool & Yard Fences
• Driveway & Pedestrian Gates • Guard Railing
• Residential & Light Commercial

ExtraordinaryExtraordinary  Craf tsmanshipCraf tsmanship
Custom Design

www.southernironworks.comwww.southernironworks.com

Pre Order Your Easter
Cakes, Pies & Dinner Rolls

March 18, April 1 & 15March 18, April 1 & 15
Donut Saturdays!Donut Saturdays!

Advanced orders recommended. Call today!

10026 David Crockett Hwy. • Belvidere, TN 
swisspantry@gmail.com 
www.swiss-pantry.com

(931) 962-0567

MAIN OFFICE PARKING LOT
207 ELM STREET • SHELBYVILLE, TN

LIMIT TO 2 BOXES OR GARBAGE BAGS



in BLOOM



A S SPRING approaches and new 
blooms open to the world, stu-
dents prepare for the end of the 

school year. Each student is a new bloom 
that takes on the world. After 18 years of 
education, studying, and building relation-
ships, those students are almost ready to 
leave their mark on our community. But 
these students would not be the blooms 
they are without our educators. Our edu-
cators are the water, nutrients, and soil that 
students need. They leave lasting impres-
sions and mold the next generation. 

This issue of Good News celebrates our ed-
ucators who help us bloom. GN 



EDUCATION 
in BLOOM

DEEP
ROOTS
Local teacher is a 
fourth-generation 
educator

By Tina Neeley
Photography by Brooke Snyder



Teaching is the essential 
profession that makes all 
other professions possible.
– David Haselkorn

A S A small boy, Thomas Hastings learned the letters of the 
alphabet as he helped his dad change the sign outside Lincoln 
County High School. He grew up surrounded by a family of 

educators. It’s all he’s ever known or wanted to know.
“I would help my father [with the sign] some afternoons or Satur-

day mornings, and that’s where I learned my letters, spacing them out 
on the floor of his classroom to spell Falcons or other words. I grew 
up watching my parents attend school events and participate in school 
activities,” Hastings said.

Hastings is a fourth-generation educator. His paternal great-grand-
father, Carl Hastings; maternal great-grandmother, Alice Duggin; 
paternal grandfather, Ralph Hastings; and maternal grandfather, 
F.C. Duggin, were educators ahead of his parents, Joel and Debbie 
Hastings. Thomas Hastings works to continue their legacy in Lincoln 
County, which is an honor and a calling.

Hastings said, “Seeing how excited former students were to see 
them and how they were treated and perceived spoke highly of their 
impact in the profession. Teaching, like the medical profession, min-
istry, and military service, is a calling. In some of those professions, 
teaching included, you’re doing God’s work daily, and I think most 
teachers have that mindset.”

Hastings earned his bachelor’s degree in history at the University 
of Tennessee Knoxville. He then obtained his master’s degree while 
student teaching in Knoxville, but like his own doctor and high school 
Sunday school teacher, Dr. Bill Jones, he knew he wanted to come 
home to Lincoln County.

“Dr. Jones told me he wanted to return to his community, the place 
that brought him up and helped make him who he is and that he want-
ed to give back to his hometown. I wanted to come home and contrib-
ute to my community in a similar manner,” said Hastings.

APRIL 2023 / /  45GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE



Hastings taught for two years in Knoxville, followed by six 
years at Fayetteville Middle School, during which time he earned 
his Education Specialist degree. He has been at Lincoln Coun-
ty High School (LCHS) since 2011. LCHS feels like home for 
many reasons. 

Hastings is a graduate of LCHS. In his earliest years teaching 
there, some teachers still on staff had been his teachers. Now, his 
students are returning to teach at LCHS, creating a full circle.

He said, “I think teaching is unique for two reasons: Every-
body was a student at one time, and when we have young people 
not just choosing teaching as a profession but choosing to return 
here as former Falcons, that adds continuity to the school culture. 
To think about their experiences and positive relationships and 
memories and have them want to come and provide that for cur-
rent students is a big positive.”

Hastings knows that a teacher’s childhood education influenc-
es how they relate to their students.

“Because everyone [who teaches] was a student at some point, 
they have insight into the profession, both good and bad. Our fa-

To think about their 
experiences and 
positive relationships 
and memories and 
have them want to 
come and provide
that for current students 
is a big positive.
– Thomas Hastings
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vorite teachers make a positive impact. Whether it’s their 
classroom management techniques, how they presented 
material, or how they related to the students, imitation is 
the biggest form of flattery.” said Hastings.

Wisdom from an extraordinary coach, principal, or 
teacher can become the motivation of a lifetime. 

He said, “When I was teaching at City, Mr. Billy Joe 
Evans, a former coach, would remind us at the beginning 
of each school year that we either get better or worse 
than the year before and that the students deserve what-
ever is the best version of ourselves. And that has always 
stayed with me. It’s a challenge.” 

He continued, “As a social studies teacher, I 
try to impart respect for our country, the dem-
ocratic institutions, and the rule of law. I strive 
to make them interested in current events, 
their community, and political participation. 
Besides presenting the material, I hope to cre-
ate more civic-minded people when they leave 
the classroom.”

Hastings and his family have roots that 
grow deep, not just in education but also in 
agriculture. It’s another connection to Lincoln 
County and LCHS students in particular.

“I love that we’re a rural county and that 
we still have a heritage and traditions in ag-
riculture. My family lives on a century farm, 
which continues as a working farm. Those 
traditions and heritage continue with our 
students. So many of them are good rural 
kids, and I think it means a lot that they have 
that common interest and a lot of common 
backgrounds. They’re easy to relate to because 
you not only know most of the families, but 
most people have similar, shared interests and 
backgrounds — common goals and values,” 
said Hastings.

An expression Hastings ran across recently 
reminds him of the importance of his work.

“The best thing about being a teacher is 
that it matters. The hardest thing about being 
a teacher is that it matters every day.”

It’s a challenge accepted by four genera-
tions and counting. GN
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EDUCATION 
in BLOOM

RECIPE 
FOR A 
HAPPY LIFE
Unity School teacher 
knows the ingredients.

By Tina Neeley
Photography by Brooke Snyder



On the nights I’m not 
baking, I’m following 
grandkids to a baseball, 
softball, or basketball 
game. I’ve always heard 
a body in motion stays 
in motion, and I believe 
that’s true.
– Jo Ellen Honey

L IKE BAKING friendship bread, teaching requires 
patience, dedication, and the love of working with 
the ingredients: curious students, challenges at 

school, and a supportive community. Teaching encourages 
growth through the continual kneading, stirring, and baking 
of small successes each school year. Jo Ellen Honey knows 
a little about both.  

Honey has been in school for 46 years. While many are 
anxious to retire or explore less-demanding careers, she has 
no plans to slow down. In fact, the pace of her life is the key 
to her vitality. It’s not the fountain of youth, but she knows 
the secret to aging gracefully, and she’s more likely to share 
it than the recipe for her specialty bread. 

“I get up every morning, pick up grandchildren on the 
way to school, and sometimes on the days their parents 
have to go into the office, I pick them up at 6 a.m. We 
quickly eat breakfast and head to school, and I get some 
things done there in the classroom. But when school’s 
over, I’ve got to be ready to come home and deliver six 
grandkids back to different homes and get home because 
I’ve usually got to bake. On the nights I’m not baking, I’m 
following grandkids to a baseball, softball, or basketball 
game. I’ve always heard a body in motion stays in motion, 
and I believe that’s true,” Honey said.

Honey knew she wanted to become a teacher in third 
grade and was babysitting by sixth grade. She loved being 
with younger children and believed her future career was 
never a question. She said, “I think God put me here today.”

She admits teaching grows more challenging each day, 
but her love for the children frames her strategy for remain-
ing in the classroom.

“Here’s my secret to that: I have been able to separate 
the two. I decide what I love to do is on this side of the line. 
These are my kids that I love to teach, and I love sharing 
with them. On the other side of this line are the hoops I 
have to jump through to do what I love to do. And I just 
keep it separated in my mind. I’m still willing to jump 
through those hoops to get to where I want to be,” she said.
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You might say she’s a fixture at Unity School. 
She was among those teaching when its doors first 
opened and, today, is the last remaining from the 
first year’s staff. It would only make sense that the 
staff and students are her extended family.

She said, “The fact that it’s a small school in a 
rural community, it’s just like a big family. And we 
all kind of take care of each other and each other’s 
kids — all the kids. I refer to my students as my 
kids, and that’s how I feel about them.”

And like families, her Unity family is 
multi-generational.

“I’ve taught a lot of children of former stu-
dents, but now I’ve had two or three families of 
three generations,” Honey said.

Like her Unity family, her own family has 
grown exponentially over the years. After her first 
husband passed away at an early age, Honey met 
her husband, Rickey, at a ballgame. He asked if 
they could go out sometime, and her answer was 
yes, provided she didn’t have a ball game because 
her kids come first. He agreed his children came 
first, too, and three months later, they finally 
found a ballgame-free night. Where did they go? 
A ballgame, of course, and they’ve been a fixture 
at area ballparks and gyms ever since.

Their growing number of grandchildren led 
her to start a baking business. Christmas gifts for 
twelve grandchildren aren’t cheap, so she created 
The Daily Bread to fund her Christmas account.

She began with a basic Amish friendship 
bread she received as a gift from a student and 
perfected her 50 varieties. She added a mid-week 
dinner offering called the Hump Day Helper that 
makes meal time a breeze with her heat-and-eat 
hearty meals. Add a sweet treat from her menu, 
and you’ve got a recipe for comfort.

Food connects us immediately to our fondest 
memories. Jo Ellen’s cafeteria rolls will transport 
you to your childhood and the walk from class to 
the cafeteria, where the aroma of bread baking 
wraps you in its sweet embrace.

She said, “It gives me so much joy to see some-
body enjoy my food. Eating is comfort, and it 

brings joy. It’s what brings people together when 
you sit around a table with your family or your 
friends. There’s just nothing better. I love to cook. 
I do what I call country grub, and I love putting a 
big meal of meats and vegetables together.”

With everything on her plate and everything 
that she puts on others’ plates, is she planning to 
slow down anytime soon?

Jo Ellen answered, “I hope not. Not as long as 
I’m still happy doing what I’m doing and as long 
as I feel like I can give the kids what they need. I 
just want to stay busy. I’ve seen too many teach-
ers retire after teaching a long time, and their 
health goes down. As long as I still feel good and 
still feel good about what I’m doing, I’m fine just 
like I am.” GN
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EDUCATION 
in BLOOM

FOCUS 
FORWARD
Flintville teacher 
enjoys every day.

By Tina Neeley
Photography by Brooke Snyder



L AID OFF for the second time from his factory job and newly 
married, Scott Posey considered a career change. He decided 
college would broaden his opportunities and attended Motlow 

State Community College and graduated, still unsure of an exact 
focus as he entered Athens State University. His wife, a recent college 
graduate working as a certified public accountant, talked about the 
options available in her field, and he decided to explore it, too. After 
about a year, Posey knew it wasn’t for him. Again, talking through 
things with his wife helped clarify his vision.

Posey said, “My wife asked what I thought I’d like to do. At the 
time, I was working as the youth leader at church, and I really enjoyed 
doing that. Athens State has an incredible teaching program, so I got 
into that. It was very scary at the time because we had recently gotten 
married, and I felt like I needed to provide for my family. And so it 
was very scary at the time.”

Every school day allows him to grow continuously and stay on top 
of the latest trends. Working with first graders keeps him sharp and 
allows for endless possibilities.

“It keeps my mind young. As the kids are talking about fads and 
things of that nature, I’ve got to be with it. As a teacher, I should al-
ways be a lifelong learner, whether it’s something in education, some-
thing that’s fascinating to me, or just what’s happening in our world 
today,” he said.
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Posey began his teaching career at Ralph Askins 
school, where he spent seven years each teaching sec-
ond grade and kindergarten, and was the 2011-12 Fay-
etteville City Schools Elementary Teacher of the Year. 
From there, he taught fifth grade at Fayetteville Mid-
dle School for four years. He is now in his third year as 
a first-grade teacher at Flintville Elementary and was 
the Flintville School Elementary Teacher of the Year 
for 2021. Like his first-graders, he is rarely still.

In addition to teaching, Posey is in his third year 
as the Flintville Middle School football coach. But it’s 
more than a game; it’s about taking advantage of the 
opportunities to influence and impact young lives now 
and for their future.

“I’ve got the best of both worlds. Dr. David Gold-
en, our principal administrator, has been so helpful and 
provided everything we need, not only as teachers but as 
coaches. It’s an incredible journey to be a part of the lives 
of these young men playing an intense sport and see the 
camaraderie and the friendships that are being devel-
oped. We strive to be a better person today than yester-
day, a better student today than yesterday, and finally, a 
better football player today than yesterday. I want these 
guys to be great husbands, great dads, and great leaders 
in our community, all because we tried to set an example 
for what it means to do things the right way,” he said.

Never one to sit and watch life go by, Posey is pas-
sionate about making the world a better place. Mu-
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sic brings him and his wife, Kim, together as they serve in their 
church’s music ministry, where he is the worship leader. 

Scott said, “As the saying goes, behind every good man is a great 
woman. Kim is our piano player at church. She’s always worked with 
me and knows music much better than I do, so we collaborate. I 
began playing guitar about 45 years ago, mostly at church.” 

Music is another subject in his learning toolbox. Unless physical 
limitations make it impossible, he sees music as something he can 
do indefinitely, always seeing room for improvement and growth. 

Scott and his wife cherish every moment they can spend with 
their son, Matthew, and his wife, Morgan, who live in Murfrees-
boro, and their son Nathan, a student at Middle Tennessee State 
University. Their time together is more intentional, and they rec-
ognize the changing seasons of parenthood.

“They’re becoming young men and building their careers, and 
there just comes a time where you have to turn them over to the 
Lord and say, ‘Lord, they’re yours,’ and trust they’re going to do the 
right thing and that the Lord’s going to keep them safe,” he said.

Scott’s focus is now on being present and cherishing all of life.
He said, “I’ve gotten older and learned to enjoy every day and 

every moment. Life is short, so we need to appreciate the small 
things. Life gets away so fast, and we really just need to enjoy every 
passing moment that we have.” GN

I’ve gotten older 
and learned to 
enjoy every day and 
every moment. Life 
is short, so we need 
to appreciate the 
small things. Life gets 
away so fast, and we 
really just need to 
enjoy every passing 
moment that we have.
– Scott Posey
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Looking for 
 a new place?

TDD 1-800-848-0298
Just off Huntsville Hwy. • 500 Independence Drive

Oakview Apartments currently has:
• 2 Bedroom Apartments w/Washer-Dryer Connection
• 1 Bedroom Apartments • Spacious Energy Efficient
• Total Electric Kitchens & Energy Efficient Appliances
• Dishwasher & Washer/Dryer Hook-Ups Available
• Walk In Closet • Onsite Laundry Room 
• Handicap Units When Available
• Pet Friendly • Some Restrictions Apply  
     1 BR Starting @ $415.00 •  2 BR Starting @ $460.00

Credit & police check required
(931)557-9410
(931) 433-7751

MANUFACTURED HOUSING SUPERCENTER!

Proudly selling Fayetteville & Lincoln County Real Estate for over 80 years.
108 Main Avenue North - Fayetteville, TN

Paul Richardson • Mike McAlister
Curt Washburn • Krystal Groce

email us at richardson@fpunet.com
 Web Site www.richardsonhomefinder.com

Real Estate, Auctions and Insurance

(931) 433-5757(931) 433-2352

Trusted
Since

1939

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIALCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Call today for your 
free estimate.

Locally Owned & Operated since 1989

931-433-9706931-433-9706ROOFINGSERVICESCO.COM 
ROOFINGSERVICES@FPUNET.COM

Local Peoples Gas Company
3296 Lewisburg Hwy.
Petersburg, TN 
931-659-6981 Phone
931-993-9496 J.D. Haislip

Grilling 
season

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
We are locally owned & operated...We are locally owned & operated...

we want your business!we want your business!
Proudly serving Fayetteville, Proudly serving Fayetteville, 

Lewisburg, and Surrounding AreasLewisburg, and Surrounding Areas

We’re Ready. Are You?We’re Ready. Are You?

Our Services Include:

Call Us Today:

Home Health Services Private Duty Services

PSSA Services

• Skilled Nursing
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Speech Therapy

• Skilled Nursing (Hourly)
• Personal Care Services

2310 Thornton Taylor Pkwy Ste A • Fax: 931-438-9549 • qualityfirsthc.com

Caring for our 
neighbors is 

always 
in bloom

931-438-9595
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931-532-0400

Deals Are   Deals Are   
  Blooming  Blooming

Where The Customer Comes First

fayettevillechryslerdodgejeepram.com 

Monday - Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

1223 Huntsville Hwy.

John Karby, 
CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1231 Huntsville Hwy. Suite C
Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-438-3200

Lisa McKern, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
2899 Huntsville Hwy.
Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-438-2378

College or retirement? 
Find out how to 
afford both.

DALY & SON CAR CARE

25600 Main Street, Ardmore, TN
931.427.4651

NIKKI DALY ABERNATHY

Your Local, Your Local, 
Family Owned Family Owned 

ShopShop

MECHANIC WORK • BRAKE SERVICE • NEW & USED TIRES

DINE IN OR TAKEOUT:DINE IN OR TAKEOUT: 114 W Market St, Fayetteville, TN
(931) 433-1173 • www.cahootsmenu.com

Dine in Confinement

714 Lewisburg Hwy., Fayetteville, TN

(931) 433-5913
billsliquorstore.net

Taste it
Tuesdays!

It may not be “new” to our store, 
but maybe it’s “new” to you!

Stop in to try something new every Tuesday!

Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track 
Hoe

Site Prep
Demolition

Roads & Driveways
Grade Work

Pads
Ponds & Lakes
Underground 

Utilities

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

WE CAN DO IT ALL!WE CAN DO IT ALL!
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 FOUR-YEAR HIATUS of theater or 
musical production almost always means 
the end of it. People grow up, move on, 

or do not wish to revive what was put on hold. It takes 
dedication, devotion, and determination to bring such 
back into the spotlight and to bring it back with success. 
Melvie Myrick has that devotion for such. Through her 
dedication, along with that of her staff, dancers, and the 
community, they were able to bring back the well-known 
ballet production, “The Nutcracker.” 

Myrick, the owner of Backstage Performing Arts 
(BPA), presented the seventh production of ‘The 
Nutcracker of Lincoln County’ during the 2022 holiday 
season. The show has been on hiatus for four years 
due to COVID. Myrick brought the production to 
the local community in 2010, and she understands the 
importance of keeping such a production alive.  

“I wanted to bring ‘The Nutcracker’ to Lincoln 
County,” she said. “I had helped with a production 
in Georgia and enjoyed my time there. I wanted to 
bring that experience here because I found that the 
kids in the dance classes didn't know what “The 
Nutcracker” was and had never seen it. After the 
first few productions, we noticed just how much the 
children enjoyed it and how much they grew in each 
performance. We did it for three years in a row, and 
then I decided to do it every other year because it's a 
huge undertaking.”

After the 2018 production, Myrick and her crew 
began preparing for the 2020 production, which came 
to a halt when the pandemic hit. When deciding to 
return in 2022, Myrick said it was as if she was starting 
from scratch.

“It was almost like starting over,” she explained. “All 
the dancers who participated every other year would 
move into the next character, so they grew up with 
it. They would start with the younger characters, like 
little angels or Arabians, and then grow into the next 
older character. They would progress through the levels 
and were able to do each character. When we started 

back, everyone 
was moving 
into new roles, 
which gave us a 
chance to revive our 
choreography. We 
made it all fresh 
with new dances, 
choreography, and 
backdrops. It was 
a blessing because 
we could refresh it and 
bring a brand-new life.”

This year’s show featured 
100 BPA dancers and 
special guest dancers 
from the Alabama 
Youth Ballet. It featured 
new choreography 
from Myrick, John 
Bozeman, and Jordan 
Allen. Myrick said the 
community also stepped 
in to help and give back 
to the production. 

 “We had to create new backdrops this 
year,” she said. “Jennie Roles-Walters, with the 
art department at the high school, helped us 
with that. Several high school students came 
in one Sunday afternoon and built the props. 
They hammered, nailed, and put together 
everything for the backdrop. It's gratifying 
and touches my heart. This is why I do it 
— to see everybody coming together.”

The production also saw record attendance numbers 
in their newest performance spot at Lincoln Central Academy 
(LCA), where both shows were almost sold out.  

BPA’s next performance will be their 33rd Annual Dance 
Recital, “A Night at the Museum,” on May 13 at LCA. For more 
information, visit online at backstageperformingarts.com. GN

“The Nutcracker of Lincoln County” 
returns after a four-year hiatus.

By Kali Bradford // Photos submitted by James Jordan

Back 
and 
even   better!
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C O M M U N I T Y 
E V E N T S

Nothing is better than a friend unless it 
is a friend with chocolate.
 
Photography by Brooke Snyder

Folks took to downtown Fayetteville for the annual Chocolate Walk 
to celebrate the season of love and support local businesses. Patrons 
strolled the streets of the historic downtown and received free chocolate 
from participating establishments.

Karen 
Welch

➤

Mary 
Gentry 
Byrd 
and 
Neely 
Pigg

➤

Tina Osgood 
and Kathy Hobson

➤

Lori 
Pigg 
and 
Cynthia 
Lambert

➤
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CUSTOM STEEL BUILDINGS
LIFETIME METAL ROOFING, SHAKE SIDING
VINYL SIDING, WINDOWS, GARAGE DOORS

Over 30+ Colors Available

Call today!
(931)962-8859

Financing available! 
Check us out on Facebook!

Clark’s Home Solutions, LLC 
792 David Crockett Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398  

Providing funeral care for your family is our number one priority. 
We believe the best way to serve you is by being here in the 
community - for you, and with 
you. You can count on us to be 
available for your family 
24 hours a day, and at a 
moment’s notice.

508 West College St.
Fayetteville, TN 37334
Office: 931.433.4511
Funeral Info: 931.438.2956
www.gallantfuneralhome.com

...as only your local funeral home can.

Caring

1404 W. Washington St. • Fayetteville, TN
Phone: 931-433-9126931-433-9126

Store Hours:
Monday-Friday - 7:00 a.m. - 4:30 • Saturday - 7:00 a.m. - Noon

Spring Spring 
Projects Are Projects Are 

BloomingBlooming

fayettevillelumberandsupply.com

• Lumber 
• Paint
• Hardware
• Plumbing
• Tools

• Doors
• Electrical
• Windows
• Roofing
• HVAC 



E V E N T S
C A L E N D A R

 March 25  

8:00 pm Steel 6 Rocks 
Mickey’s Garage

 Mickey’s Garage  
Bar & Grill

 207 Edison St. W. 
 Fayetteville

 Steel 6 will be playing 
all of your ’80s favorites, 
including AC/DC, Iron 
Maiden, Guns & Roses, 
Led Zeppelin, Ratt, 
Cinderella, and lots 
more with a high-energy 
rock show.

 March 30 

7:00 pm Anastasia
 the Musical
 Lincoln County  

High School
 1223 Huntsville Hwy.

 Lincoln County Theatre 
and the Lincoln County 
High School Choir 
department bring this 
Broadway musical to life 
March 30-April 2, 2023.

 For ticket information call 
(303) 551-3588 or visit

 www.onthestage.tickets/
show/lincoln-county-
high-school-drama-club

  April 1 

10:00 am First Saturdays
 Fayetteville 

Main Street

 First Fridays are moving 
to First Saturdays each 
month from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

 From fresh produce 
to handmade jewelry, 
custom woodworks and 
food trucks, there will be 
something for everyone. 
 
For more information call 
(931) 557-5150 or visit 
Fayettvillemainstreet.com

 April 15 

6:00 am Country Ham 
Breakfast  

Andrew Jackson  
Lodge #68 
 
Tickets: $10 
For more information call 
(931) 433-6959  
or (931) 625-9018

8:00 am Slawburger Chase 
5k & 10k walk/run

 Starts at the Bank of 
Lincoln County 307 
College St. E. 

 For more information 
www.reg2run.com/index.
php/event_details/340

See more of the people, places, 
and events you know and love.

Our photographers capture 
the greatest moments! 

Browse and save addition-
al photos from our Good 
News stories. Prints and 

personalized merchandise 
may be ordered online with 
100% of the proceeds ben-

efiting local nonprofits.

We have
more photos!



For more events 
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11:00 am Slawburger 
 Festival 2023
 Historic Fayetteville 

Downtown Square

 Fun events for the entire 
family. Music, contests, 
food trucks, and more. 

 For more information visit 
slawburgerfestival.com

 April 22 

1:00 pm Spur Spankin’ 
Invitational 2023

 Lincoln County 
Fairgrounds 
1003 Hedgemont Ave.

 Live music, food, drinks,
 turkey weigh-in,
 bounce houses for the 

kids, raffles, and more!

 Cost for event is $30. 
For more information 
visit spurspankin.com

 April 29 

10:00 am Our Town Fair
 Morgan Cultural Center
 103 Alumni Lane 
 Petersburg

 If you have questions 
or wish to register as 
a vendor for the Little 
Miss/Mr. Our Town or 
Our Town Idol, call  
(931) 675-7111, email 
admin@petersburgccc.
com or visit https://fb.me/
e/3Yw9INqGZ
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We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.
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Bank of Lincoln County
Here Today. Here Tomorrow.


