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Amazon presents $10,000 to The National Great Blacks in Wax Museum. (Left to right): Amazon Black Employee Network Chair, Mike Sanders; The Baltimore 
Times Publisher, Joy Bramble; The National Great Blacks in Wax Museum Co-Founder, Dr. Joanne Martin; and Amazon Operations Manager, Florian 
Alvarez. The presentation was a celebration of two instrumental Black institutions within Baltimore, and a thank you for the inroads they have created for the 
African American community. (See more on page 9) Courtesy Photo

An ‘Amazon’ Gift to The National Great Blacks in Wax Museum
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By Tim Chance

Beyond being the emotional 
cornerstone for many families, the 
home is often the single largest asset 
for most Marylanders. Homeownership 
is one of the most important tools for 
generating wealth and it is critical 
to protect that equity – especially in 
Maryland’s Black communities, which 
have long been subjected to predatory 
systems designed to extract wealth 
and exacerbate the racial wealth gap. 
Estate planning is one way to protect 
the family home and pass it on to the 	
next generation. 

All too often, the homeowner has 
passed away without leaving the 
property to an heir in a will or through 
a life estate deed – which is a legal 
document that allows the property 
to stay in the homeowner’s name 
during their life and then be passed on 
automatically to a named beneficiary 
upon the homeowner’s death. In this 
scenario, however, the property stays 
in the deceased homeowner’s name 
and creates a tangled title, which 
occurs when a person lives in a house, 
but can’t prove ownership because 
their name does not appear on the 
property’s deed.

Homes with tangled titles are far 
more vulnerable to being lost through 
tax sale and mortgage foreclosure. 
Without a clear title, homeowners 
generally have much more trouble 
accessing several financial assistance 
programs, including the Baltimore City 
Emergency Mortgage and Housing 
Assistance Program, the Maryland 
Homeowner Assistance Fund, the 
Maryland Homeowners’ Property 
Tax Credit Program, the Maryland 
Homestead Tax Credit and other water 
credit and home repair programs, which 
are all designed to help prevent the loss 
of the family home.

Without access to tax credits, it is 
much more likely that there will be 
delinquent property taxes, placing 
the home into tax sale. Tax sale is 
the annual auctioning of properties 
that are behind on property taxes or 
have certain unpaid housing code 
citations. In this auction, investors 
can purchase the debt owed to the 
city and eventually foreclose on the 
house if the debt remains unpaid. 
That same increased risk is true for 
mortgage foreclosure – without access 
to government mortgage assistance 
programs, delinquency grows and 
grows, culminating in foreclosure. 

Additionally, 
mortgage companies 
are less likely to work 
with homeowners 
who are not named on 
the deed. 

The best method 
to avoid foreclosure 
and keep your home 
in your family is 
preventative estate 
planning. Recording 
a life estate deed 
allows the title to 
seamlessly pass 
to your heirs and 
will allow them to 
take advantage of 
all tax credits that 

could help lower property taxes. 
If you want to avoid any tangled 
title issues in the future, or if you 
are currently facing a tangled title 
issue, Maryland Volunteer Lawyers 
Service may be able to help. To find 

out how, simply complete our online 
intake application at mvlslaw.org/
free-legal-help/ or call our intake 
phone line at 410-547-6537, Monday 
through Thursday between 9 a.m. 
and 12 p.m.

Want to Avoid Foreclosure? Estate Planning Can Help

Estate planning
kate_sept2004 via Canva.com

Tim Chance is a Tangled Title Attorney with Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service
 Courtesy Photo
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Princeton, NJ — The U.S. Postal 
Service celebrated the life and 
legacy of author Toni Morrison 
(1931-2019), whose artfully crafted 
novels explored the diverse voices 
of African Americans, in a first-
day-of-issue ceremony at Princeton 
University.

“One of the goals of our stamp 
program is to raise awareness and 
celebrate the people who represent 
the very best of our nation,” 
said Pritha Mehra, USPS chief 
information officer and executive 
vice president, who served as the 
dedicating official. “It’s a privilege 
to represent the 650,000 men and 
women of the Postal Service, as we 
honor Toni Morrison with one more 
tribute — our new stamp that will be 
seen by millions and forever remind 
us of the power of her words and the 
ideas she brought to the world.”

Joining Mehra for the ceremony 
were Chris Eisgruber, president of 
Princeton University; Carla Hayden, 
14th Librarian of Congress; Gene 
Jarrett, faculty dean at Princeton; 
Ruha Benjamin, professor of African 
American Studies at Princeton; and 
photographer Deborah Feingold, 
whose portrait of Morrison appears 
on the stamp.

Michael Cadden, university 
lecturer at Princeton’s Lewis Center 
for the Arts, was master of ceremonies.

“It was a privilege to photograph 
Ms. Morrison, an amazing author 
who contributed so much to the world 
through her works,” said Feingold. 
“However, it is an absolute honor 
to know that the same photograph 
capturing a moment in time is now 
the subject of a Forever stamp. I am 
delighted that my photograph was 
used as a source to design the stamp 
and to participate in today’s unveiling 
and celebration.”

A letter of tribute from former 
President Barack Obama and former 
first lady Michelle Obama was read 

and a video tribute from Oprah Winfrey 
was played during the ceremony.

The stamp features Feingold’s 
photograph of Toni Morrison against 
a bright yellow background. Ethel 
Kessler, a USPS art director, designed 
the stamp.

Background on Toni Morrison
Toni Morrison was born Chloe 

Ardelia Wofford on Feb. 18, 1931, in 
Lorain, Ohio, where she would later 
recall growing up in a family filled with 
storytelling and song. After graduating 
from high school in 1949, she enrolled 
at Howard University in Washington, 
D.C., and began using the name Toni, 
a reference to Anthony, the saint whose 

name she took when she was confirmed 
in the Roman Catholic Church at age 
12. After graduating from Howard, she 
earned a master’s degree in English 
at Cornell University and later taught 
English at Texas Southern University 
and at Howard.

In 1965, she began working as a 
textbook editor in upstate New York. 
In 1968, she was promoted and moved 
to New York City to become the first 
African American woman senior 
editor at Random House, where she 
prioritized the publication of books by 
African American authors.

Morrison published her first novel 
in 1970 while working full-time as an 

editor and raising two children. “The 
Bluest Eye” is a mainstay of high 
school and college literature classes 
and a canonical novel about society’s 
neglect and mistreatment of African 
American girls. Some of Morrison’s 
other published novels include “Sula,” 
“Song of Solomon,” “Tar Baby,” 
“Beloved,” “Jazz” and “God Help the 
Child.”

President Jimmy Carter appointed 
Morrison to the National Council on 
the Arts in 1980. “Beloved” won the 
Pulitzer Prize and secured Morrison’s 
reputation as a great American writer. 
In 1988, Morrison became the Robert 
F. Goheen Professor in the Humanities 
at Princeton University. There she 
taught American literature and creative 
writing classes and co-founded the 
Princeton Atelier, a seminar program 
to foster collaboration across multiple 
disciplines. 

In 1993, Morrison was awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Literature, becoming 
the first African American woman to 
receive the rare distinction. Morrison 
received the National Humanities 
Medal in 2000 and the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom from President 
Barack Obama in 2012. In 2016 
she held the Charles Eliot Norton 
Professorship of Poetry at Harvard 
University. 

Toni Morrison died in New York 
City on Aug. 5, 2019, at the age of 88. 
In 2019, Lorain County designated 
her birthday Toni Morrison Day, and 
the U.S. Senate passed a resolution 
honoring her. In 2020, the Ohio 
legislature made Toni Morrison Day a 
statewide commemoration.

The Toni Morrison Forever stamp 
is sold in panes of 20. Customers may 
purchase stamps and other philatelic 
products through the Postal Store at  
usps.com/shopstamps, by calling 844-
737-7826, or at Post Office locations 
nationwide. Forever stamps will always 
be equal in value to the current First-
Class Mail 1-ounce price.

Postal Service Celebrates Author Toni Morrison on New Forever Stamp

Courtesy of USPS



By Dr. Ken Morgan 
 
   This month represents Women’s 
History Month. Today, we concentrate 
on Black women— some of our 
ancestors in the American Revolution 
era.  
   Black women and men and the so-
called founding fathers fought for 
liberty, freedom, and democracy. 
Enslaved people did not count. Slavery 
resided as an accepted social institution 
in all colonies. In 1770, the population 
swelled to 47,000 plus enslaved Blacks 
in the northern colonies. All told, 
462,000 enslaved people 
existed,o̊r o̊ne-fifth of the population.  
   For a minority of Black folks in the 
South and black folks in the North 
before and after the American 
Revolution, gradual emancipation or 
free Blacks existed.  
   For the most part, the U.S. was a rural-
based agricultural economy until the 
American Civil War, when it became a 
full-blown industrial economy, with the 

North conceding to the South until that 
time. Something had to give between the 
wealthy slave-owning plantation owners 
and the industrialists. Lincoln did not 
free the enslaved Black people because 
of altruism but to save the Union. 
    Look at the American Revolutionary 
War. “What is the price of freedom? Is it 
worth the cost if failure means a return 
to slavery or death,” said Karen Cook 
Bell in the online Journal Black 
Perspectives? This was a question many 
enslaved women asked as they grappled 
with leaving behind family and friends 

to gain freedom. They did not abandon 
their quest for freedom. Black men did 
the same. For most women and men, 
marriages were illegal. 
   The question mentioned above drove 
Black women and men to escape 
slavery. One-third of fugitives 
represented enslaved women. Most 
enslaved folks who ran away remained 
men. Pregnant women, mothers with 
children, and those who cared for elderly 
parents or friends stayed enslaved.  
   Abolitionist Sojourner Truth escaped 
slavery in 1826. Her owner, John 

Dumont, did not honor his word in 
freeing her. Sojourner Truth left with her 
child, claiming not to have escaped but 
told her former master, “I did not run 
away, I walked away by daylight.”  
   The Fraunces Tavern Museum in New 
York reported that many Blacks 
remained on the sidelines of the action 
during the war. About 5,000 fought on 
the side of the U.S. and about 20,000 
served in the Continental Army of 
England. Why the significant 
differential? Blacks’ freedom became 
guaranteed in the Continental British 
Army.  
   The British offered freedom to 
enslaved people in the South to come to 
their fortresses, mainly to disrupt the 
economy, not out of their hearts to 
render them freedom. Black men and 
women risked their lives going to the 
British strongholds. 
   The revolutionaries responded in the 
vaunted House of Burgesses in Virginia, 
where much of the talk and ferment of 
revolutionary speech began by our so-
called founding fathers. “Execute the 
enslaved people or send them to the 
West Indies for treatment far worse than 
the heinous slavery, said the would-be 
revolutionaries. After the American 
Revolution, harsher laws prevailed in the 
South. More police patrols to catch 
runaway slaves circulated. Rapes ran 
rampant. 
   Sojourner Truth said in her epic poem 
in the National Women’s Museum, “I 
have plowed and planted and gathered 
into barns, and no man could head me! 
And ain’t I a Woman? I have borne 
thirteen children and seen most all sold 
off into slavery, and when I cried out in 
my mother’s grief, no one but Jesus 
heard me! And ain’t I a woman?”  
    Her poem remains true today, despite 
our advances even with Black 
emancipation, the Supreme Court 
Ferguson v. Plessey decision, women’s 
suffrage, Brown v. The Kansas Board of 
Education, the 1960s civil rights acts, 
and Title IX. 
   The struggle continues! 
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Commentary
  Women’s History Month: ‘Ain’t I a Woman’

Photo credit: 
unattributed, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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  Baltimore, MD — The CASH 
(Creating Assets, Savings and Hope) 
Campaign of Maryland is holding its 
16th Money Power Day®, the region’s 
BIGGEST free financial fitness fair, 
returning in-person for the first time 
since 2019. Money Power Day® returns 
to the Poly-Western High School 
campus at 1400 West Cold Spring Lane 
on Saturday, March 18, 2023 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. There’s even free parking 
and lots of bus service. The Opening 
Ceremony at 9:30 a.m. features Fox 45’s 
Lady T as MC. Sara Johnson, Co-
Founder and C.O.O. of the CASH 
Campaign of Maryland, joins her on the 
main stage along with special guests 
Maryland Comptroller Brooke Lierman 
and Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott. 
Also, Pastor Jonathan Wade of 
Macedonia Baptist Church will give a 
blessing to start the day off right. 
   Money Power Day® is the signature 
event of the nonprofit CASH (Creating 
Assets, Savings and Hope) Campaign of 
Maryland and its partners. This energy-
packed community event is designed to 
help “Boost Your Financial Well-Being” 
with exciting activities that will inspire 
and inform people of all ages and 
income levels. The event is full of FREE 
workshops, exhibitors, credit 
counseling, financial planning, kids’ 
activities, and more.  Money Power 
Day® is always a “shady-free” zone – 
only vetted trustworthy, reliable/safe, 
high-quality services are offered by 
CASH and their partners.   
   People are encouraged to attend 
whether you’re an aspiring entrepreneur 
interested in learning how to grow or 
start a small business; a family looking 
to secure its future with a will, save 
money or buy a home; a teen or adult 
who wants to learn about career & 
college options, how to pay for higher 
education, or deal with student debt. 
Children will have fun playing financial 
games and get balloon hats to wear. 
Anyone who wants to pull their credit 
report can and find out what it means. 
There’s so much to see and do at Money 
Power Day®! 
   For more information or to register 
for Money Power Day® go to 
www.moneypowerday.org  

WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT AT 
MONEY POWER DAY®? 
It’s FREE! No Charge for quality 
information and services: 
 
Exhibitor Hall with 40+ vetted-for-
quality nonprofits, businesses, and 
government organizations provide on-
site financial services, information and 
education that participants can use 
immediately to boost their financial 
power.  

 
Small Business Zone – Get one-on-one 
advice from entrepreneurship experts. 
Learn about business planning, 
structure, taxes and more. Have a 
business idea? Enter the “Pitch Your 
Side Hustle” contest for a chance to win: 
1st Place $500, 2nd Place $250! Register 
for the contest at 
www.MoneyPowerDay.org  
 
Workshops cover topics that help 
people learn the steps to achieving 
financial dreams, such as how to buy a 
home, start or grow a small business, 
prepare for home ownership, getting out 
of debt, plan & protect your legacy, 
financial coaching, or planning for 
college.   
 
Credit Café assists participants in 
pulling their free credit reports then 
meet with an expert for credit and 
financial information.   
 
Kids Zone full of financially-focused 
activities for youth ages 4 - 12. 
Featuring Aberdeen Proving Ground 
Federal Credit Union’s “Super Savers 
Money Club” with their financially-
focused “super hero” Violet who will 
help kids defeat Evil Dr. Spendit! 
Balloon animals and hats will be made 
on site! 
 
 

College & Career Access Zone helps 
students, potential students & their 
families find ways to save for education, 
meet with financial-aid specialists who 
will be available to advise you on 
FAFSA and financial aid letters, and 
offer advice on career pathways.  
 
Financial Planning Zone – Meet one-
on-one with a Certified Financial 
Planner® to receive advice and insights 
about your financial future. Build the 

foundation for your financial 
plan with tips and tools 
shared during your financial 
planning session. 
  
Shredding & Additional 
Services:  The ever-popular 
shredder truck will be parked 

out front for your spring-cleaning 
shredding needs from 9am – 12Noon. 
Application assistance for public 
benefits, and more, all day!  
 
 

Food Distribution by Food Rescue 
Baltimore while supplies last. 
 
Fun Photo Opportunities & “Money 
Grab Booth” with the chance to win 
prizes, plus other fun activities! 
 
92Q Jams and Magic 95.9 will be there 
with station prizes from 10am – 12noon! 
 
ABOUT THE CASH (CREATING 
ASSETS, SAVINGS AND HOPE) 
CAMPAIGN OF MARYLAND:  For 
over 20 years, the nonprofit CASH 
Campaign of Maryland has worked with 
its partners across the state to promote 
programs, products, and policies that 
increase the financial security of low-to- 
moderate-income individuals and 
families across the state. Most services 
are available at no cost to participants 
including free tax preparation, financial 
education classes and financial 
coaching. www.cashmd.org, 
@CASHMD  www.moneypowerday.org 
www.bmorefreetaxes.org    

THE CASH CAMPAIGN OF MARYLAND HOSTS 16TH  MONEY POWER DAY  

http://www.moneypowerday.org
http://www.MoneyPowerDay.org
http://www.moneypowerday.org
http://www.bmorefreetaxes.org
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By Andrea Blackstone

Beauty supply stores are often 
present in African American 
communities, but Black owned beauty 
supplies remain a rarity. Lamiya 
Kirby, owner of Joyce Essentials, 
opened the doors of her beauty supply 
store located at 375-A Gambrills 
Road in Gambrills, Maryland because 
she “never felt comfortable going into 
the local beauty supply stores.”

Kirby grew up in Annapolis. She 
whipped hair into shape on the side 
for friends and family when she was 
a student attending Delaware State 
University. The business owner 
transferred schools and became a 
Coppin State University alumna. She 
later took an entrepreneurial leap by 
opening Joyce Essentials in 2021. Her 
store is named after Joyce Gross—her 
late grandmother.

“She’s always been a huge 
inspiration for me,” Kirby said, 
reminiscing.

 Kirby, who also works in the social 
work field, blends business with 
offering free community support.

“We have a bunch of haircare and 
skincare products. It’s a store in the 
front and there’s a small section in 
the back for a salon, where I do serve 
foster parents and foster children,” 
Kirby said.

Kirby is also a licensed stylist 
who opened the salon portion of her 

business in 2022 because of a unique 
partnership that arose with a nonprofit 
leader. Robert Cradle, the founder of 
Anne Arundel County-based Rob’s 
Barbershop Community Foundation, 
is known for bridging a gap to support 
underserved people who lack access to 
grooming services. Kirby met Cradle 
because he became a regular customer 
who patronized Joyce Essentials.

“He told me about the things he 
does. I asked him if it was something 
that we can work together to do 
because I wanted to give back to the 
community,” Kirby said. “We found 
a target audience and we realized that 
there were kids in school who received 
reduced lunch that don’t have access to 
haircare. We also targeted foster parents 
and their children.”

 These parents are typically unaware 
of how to care for their foster children’s 

hair because the children may not have 
the same hair texture as them. Kirby 
explained that the individuals who are 
referred to her are scattered around 
Anne Arundel County. She provides 
natural hair care services such as 
cornrows, two strand twists and silk 
presses for girls and lock maintenance 
and shape-ups for boys. The first 
service is free of charge.

Cradle mentioned some of Kirby’s 
winning attributes that stood out 
along with her willingness to 
participate to serve youth.

“You rarely find somebody with a 
combination of product knowledge, 
and then the skill of providing  natural 
hair care and she has a psychology 
degree,” Cradle said. “Lamiya’s 
learning how to operate her own 
project the same way we’ve been 
doing for 22 years.”

Cradle hopes that Lamiya can run 
a project on her own someday. Kirby 
added that she wants to lend a hand to 
youth long term.

Other grateful youth in need who 
currently sit in her salon chair are 
students who receive free or reduced 
lunch at Van Bokkelen Elementary 
School located in Severn, Maryland. 
Their services are provided without 
them ever needing to pay.

“All of the children that have come 
from the school are repeat customers. 
I see them once a month,” Kirby said. 
“From what I’ve learned from the 
children that I’ve served so far, some 
just can’t afford it [paid hair services] 
or they don’t have time, or some just 
don’t care to do their hair, honestly. The 
school has selected a lot of the children 
[for referrals]. I notice that their grades 
may be affected by them not being able 
to get their hair done because there’s a 
lot of bullying going on.”

Kirby wants more people to know 
about the services that she offers. She 
mentioned that she is open to explore 
additional options to help more youth 
beyond ones who are currently served. 
Kirby is open to individuals reaching 
out to her to explore how she may lend 
a hand more in Anne Arundel County.

“There may be a target audience that 
I can look into and come up with a 
program for them as well,” Kirby said.

Cradle noted Kirby’s impact 
by being a cohort member of his 
nonprofit. She “reduced the barriers to 
grooming for Anne Arundel County 
children in foster, adoptive or kinship 
care children by 30 percent” and 
since November of 2022, Kirby “has 
reduced barriers to grooming for Van 
Bokkelen Elementary School students 
by two percent.”

Kirby was selected as “Fox 45’s 
Champion of Courage” in February. 
You may donate to support youth 
in need of grooming services by 
visiting www.joyceessentials.com. 
Inquiries may also be sent to Kirby 
through the website.

Beauty Supply and Salon Owner Gives Back to Youth in Need

Robert Cradle, founder of Rob’s Barbershop Community Foundation 
and Lamiya Kirby, owner of Joyce Essentials

Photos courtesy of Rob’s Barbershop Community Foundation

Lamiya Kirby helps a student in Anne 
Arundel County with grooming needs.
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By Ursula V. Battle

 An “Amazon” event took place 
on Wednesday, March 1, 2023 as 
e-commerce giant Amazon presented 
a $10,000 donation to The National 
Great Blacks in Wax Museum to 
close out Black History Month. 
During the month of February, 
Amazon’s Sparrows Point Fulfillment 
Center obtained seven wax figurines 
from the museum. 

The display of the wax figures 
was spearheaded by Amazon’s Black 
Employee Network’s (BEN). The 
mission of BEN is to recruit, retain 
and empower Black employees. BEN 
also connects members with mentors 
and provides career and personal 
development workshops.

The presentation was a celebration 
of two instrumental Black institutions 
within Baltimore, and a thank you 
for inroads they have created for the 
African American community.  

“At Amazon we are customer 
obsessed,” said Mike Sanders, 
Amazon Black Employee Network 
Chair. “We think big, and we stand 
alongside our customers to help 
solve big issues. This includes 
supporting organizations that make 
a difference, like The National Great 
Blacks in Wax Museum. We believe 
it’s meaningful and impactful to give 
back locally, and we’ll continue to 
look for ways to be good neighbors.”

Located at 1601-1603 E. North 
Avenue, the museum was established 
in 1983 by Dr. Joanne Martin and 
her late husband, Dr. Elmer Martin. 
The museum is the first wax museum 
of African American history in the 
nation. The National Great Blacks 
in Wax Museum is gearing up 
for a multi-million dollar facility. 
Described as the cornerstone of a 
vibrant revitalization initiative in 
the East Baltimore corridor, these 
efforts include 25,000 square feet of 
new construction. Amazon’s $10,000 

donation will go toward youth 
outreach and program expansion.

“I was pleased to be involved in a 
project initiated by Amazon’s Black 
Employees Network who made 
sure that Black History Month was 
recognized at their place of work,” 
said Dr. Martin. “They are trying 
to make sure that our history is 
preserved. It’s always good when a 
younger generation is concerned with 
that and are using their power and 
influence to ensure that happens.”

BEN also engages with the local 
and regional chapters of the National 
Society of Black Engineers, leads 
recruiting initiatives with Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities, and 
partners with other organizations. 

In 2018, two members of the BEN 
leadership team raised a business 
idea, which then became their full 
time jobs. They created a team that 
launched the black haircare store, 
Textures & Hues, on Amazon.  

“Allowing us to have our wax figures 
on exhibit gave us wonderful visibility 
and I am grateful for that opportunity,” 
said Dr. Martin. The $10,000 will help 
us to meet some needs. I thank Amazon 
for their generosity.”

The immersive exhibit showcased 
prominent colleges and universities, 
organizations and trailblazers. The 
wax figures included Baltimore 
Times Publisher Joy Bramble. 
A journalism pioneer, Bramble 
founded this free weekly newspaper 

in 1986 along with her husband 
Peter Bramble. Like the Martins, the 
Brambles started their pioneering 
business on a shoestring budget. 

“The event was fantastic,” said 
Joy Bramble. “It was wonderful to 
see that Amazon recognizes what 
Black businesses are doing. I am 
very excited that a big business like 
Amazon sees the contributions of 
the National Great Blacks in Wax 
Museum and opened a gateway for 
people around the country to see 
some of its wax figures. I applaud 
them for not only providing this 
wonderful opportunity, but for 
providing this beloved institution 
with a monetary donation.”

Amazon Employees, The Baltimore Times Staff, and The Baltimore Times Publisher, Joy Bramble pose with wax figures 
from The National Great Blacks in Wax Museum. Mrs. Bramble is pictured center next to her wax figure.. Courtesy Photo

An ‘Amazon’ Gift to The National Great Blacks in Wax Museum
E-Commerce Closes Out Black History Month with $10,000 Donation 
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By Andrea Blackstone

Ja’Nai McKinney, 35, knows that 
women can benefit from networking 
with other individuals more often. 
While Women’s History Month offers 
a timely opportunity to celebrate 
the accomplishments of American 
women, it also provides a chance to 
highlight helpful tools that can be 
utilized by everyday women who are 
potentially tomorrow’s trailblazers.

McKinney uses her gift of 
connecting women with each other 
by hosting empowerment and 
networking brunches. Fellow women 
who attend them are encouraged to 
bring business cards.

“At the beginning, we ask everyone 
to walk around and meet new people 
and exchange information. This 
gives women a chance to meet and 
network,” McKinney said, noting that 
more women are showing up to attend 
her events. “So far I’ve had women 
come from Annapolis, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia and D.C.”

The Annapolitan’s is a full-time 
daycare teacher. She also serves 
as an events manager at Euphoria 
NightClub, located in Baltimore, 
Maryland. A year has passed since 
McKinney began combining food and 
intentional networking opportunities. 
Her blossoming idea began by 
creating an Instagram chat.

“Instagram only allows you to have 
a certain amount of people in the chat, 
so I had the idea to do a brunch so I 
can have more businesswomen come. 
I felt that women should be able to 
come together to empower, motivate 
and uplift each other,” she said. 
“There were times I needed to lean on 
other sisters for advice and help, so I 
wanted to create a safe place where 
many women could do that.”

Brunches feature different women 
who come to speak about an array of 
things that women go through in life.

McKinney, who possesses a family 
legacy of uplifting others, also helps the 

homeless and participates in holiday 
giving events. Her late father, Kirby 
McKinney served as director of Stanton 
Community Center in Annapolis. 
According to McKinney, he worked 
with former mayors Dean Johnson, 
Ellen Moyer and Joshua Cohen in 
Annapolis. Kirby performed various 
youth services and holiday givebacks.

“My father taught me the love of 
people, my mother and godmother 
taught me strength, my sisters taught 
me motivation, and my daughter and 
nephews taught me hope,” Ja’Nai said.

Tyrone Davis is Ja’Nai’s brother 
who kept her motivated after her 
father’s passing. Davis assists 
her with community events and 
givebacks. But Ja’Nai’s signature 
niche is empowering women. She 
feels like women are the backbone of 
households, families and businesses.

“We know how to work through 
hardships and overcome obstacles,” 
Ja’Nai said.

She also noted that women can 
sometimes be hard on each other, but 
Ja’Nai feels that just one woman can 
break the cycle and show others how 
women can “be better together.”

Nailah Queen is a serial 
entrepreneur who attends Ja’Nai’s 
events.

“Attending the brunches has been 
very beneficial to me both personally 
and professionally. Personally, I have 
made a vast amount of connections 
and have built relationships with some 
amazing women I’ve met at her events. 
As a speaker, I have been able to 
showcase my expertise to an audience 
of women who fit the build for my 
business coaching 
clients,” Queen said.

Ja’Nai stated that she 
hopes that attendees 
leave her events better 
than when they entered 
them.

“I hope they get some 
type of motivation 
and encouragement to 
keep going. I hope they 
learn things they may 
not have known. Also, 
I hope they feel they 
were able to network 
and meet different 
businesswomen,” 
Ja’Nai stated.

Ja’Nai’s next Women’s Month 
Brunch will be held on Sunday March 
26, 2023, from 12-4 p.m. at Dream 
Mega Lounge, located at 10 South 
Calvert St. in Baltimore. Speakers 
will include Jente Green, Dr. Rhonda 
Lawson, Dr. Tasheka Green, Jasmine 
Allen, Asia Williams and Latisha 
Montague. Amani McGlotten, Ja’Nai’s 
14-year-old daughter will present facts 
about Black women in history.

Ja’Nai added that it is important 
to celebrate these women during 
Women’s History Month to pay tribute 
to women who have paved the way 
for women today, including younger 
women who will come after us.

Queen feels that Ja’Nai has a 
passion for connecting women in 
a safe space that fosters support, 
encouragement, collaboration, growth 
and unity.

“It radiates through her message 
whenever she speaks life into the 
women at her events and it’s genuine. 
She is a woman of God that is walking 
in her purpose,” she said.

Please visit https://
Womensmonthbrunch.eventbrite.
com  to obtain more information about 
Ja’Nai’s next event. The upcoming 
networking and empowerment brunch 
will celebrate the one-year anniversary 
of her efforts to bring women together. 
Admission is free.

Networking with Intention
Women’s Month Brunch Comes to Baltimore

Ja’Nai McKinney celebrates one year of hosting networking 
and empowerment brunches for women.

Photo credit: Catch This Flash Inc.

(L-r) Ja’Nai McKinney, her daughter Amani 
McGlotten, mother Beverly McKinney and sister Lacy 

McKinney during an inaugural event.
Photo credit: Catch This Flash Inc.
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Propel your 
business forward
with aff ordable 
capital

Lendistry Customer: 
Ashiah Parker

No Boundaries 
Coaliti on, Inc.

Balti more, MD

As a minority-led, non-bank lender, Lendistry is empowering
Balti more small businesses and startups with aff ordable 

fi nancing choices, starti ng at $50,000.  
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Maurice Drake is a husband 
and father who understands the 
immeasurable impact that organ 
donation can make on a person’s 
quality of life. Drake—a Pasadena, 
Maryland resident—was diagnosed 
with diabetes in 2005. By 2014, 
Drake’s doctor began expressing 
concern about his kidney health.

 “The doctor said I should pay 
attention to my kidneys a little 
bit more and suggested trying a 
vegetarian diet and limit what I was 
eating,” Drake said.

He was required to limit protein 
amounts that he consumed while 
increasing his vegetable intake.

“But by 2016, I really had actual 
trouble with the kidneys and went 
into  kidney failure,” Drake said, 
adding that diabetes caused the health 
crisis. “I began dialysis in 2016 by 
doing hemodialysis with a temporary 
central venous catheter (CVC) placed 
in my upper chest. A few months 
later, I switched to peritoneal dialysis 
to be able to do dialysis at home. I 
continued with peritoneal dialysis 
until late 2019 after getting a second 
bad infection that led to me having my 
peritoneal catheter removed.”

Hemodialysis removes waste 
products from the blood by use of a 
machine when a person’s kidneys are 
not functioning normally. Peritoneal 
dialysis is typically an at home 
treatment for kidney failure that 
sends a cleansing liquid through the 
abdomen by a tube.  

Drake prayed and stayed positive 
through treatment changes.

“My doctor suggested that I switch 
back to hemodialysis, but this time 
using a fistula (a surgically created 
access point) placed in the wrist 
area of my arm. The fistula couldn’t 
be used right away, so I had to get 
another CVC placed for dialysis at the 
center three days a week,” Drake said.

After a few weeks, Drake decided 
to try home hemodialysis to avoid 
the trips to a dialysis center. First, 

Drake was required to complete a 
training course to prepare for using 
the equipment at home. Although 
he was scheduled to begin home 
hemodialysis, the very next week he 
was called by MedStar Georgetown 
University Hospital’s transplant team. 
March of 2020, Drake was informed 
that a kidney was available for him. 
He never had to do home hemodialysis 
after all. While preparing to leave 
home, he called his employer to 
provide notice that he would not be 
coming to work.

“I had to be ready by the morning. 
I was signed up with MedStar 
Georgetown,” Drake said.

Diabetes affected his pancreas 
and kidneys. Drake only knew 
the organ donor passed away. He 
remains unaware about the detailed 
circumstances that led up to his ability 
to have a double transplant.

“I had a pancreas transplant at the 
same time,” Drake said. “The pancreas 
transplant  took care of the diabetes so 
I’m no longer diabetic.”

After Drake’s surgery was 
performed, time was also needed 

to drive back and forth to MedStar 
Georgetown for checkups and 
appointments. Today, Drake describes 
his health as “very good.” He has 
more freedom to enjoy experiences 
with his loved ones, including dips at 
the beach or in a pool if he chooses. 
These activities were once off limits.

 “I don’t have to worry about 
diabetes now,” Drake stated.

Jacqrai Drake, Maurice’s wife, 
recalls the old routine of setting up a 
cycler machine for peritoneal dialysis 
for her husband’s home use.

“I would go to work and Maurice 
would sleep during dialysis. Then, he 
would then go to work. It’s what we 
did for years,” Jacqrai said. “Having 
two young kids and Maurice doing 
dialysis, and us trying to work, it was 
a lot emotionally and mentally.”

The CDC reported that 6.0 million 
adults who are aged 18 and over have 
been diagnosed with kidney disease. 
An additional report found that “during 
2000–2019, the number of ESKD 
(end-stage kidney disease) cases 
reported in the United States increased 
41.8%; the number of prevalent cases 

approximately doubled.”
The question can become how many 

living or deceased donors will donate 
kidneys to them.

Jacqrai is a registered donor 
who thinks being one is important. 
It resonated with her deeply as it 
impacted someone she knew. She 
added that her husband received his 
life changing call about his transplant 
one night before COVID hit in March 
of 2020. Only the people who were 
getting procedures could come inside 
of the hospital.

“Everything had to be virtual, and 
then I picked Maurice up that Saturday 
to bring him home after his successful 
surgery,” Jacqrai recalled. 

Maurice’s experience reminds 
how families can be impacted by a 
generous stranger’s willingness to 
become an organ, eye or tissue donor. 
The Drake family’s gift was received 
as a family unit. They can continue 
life together.

“I’m grateful that we have more 
stability,”Jacqrai said. “I’m grateful 
for the time. We got more time!”

Please visit https://www.
donatelifemaryland.org/how-to-
register/ to learn about becoming an 
organ, eye and tissue donor.

National Kidney Month
A Husband and Father Gets the Gift of a Double Transplant

Maurice Drake during a training for using the home hemodialysis machine on 
January 6, 2020. Photos courtesy of Maurice and Jacqrai Drake

Maurice and Jacqrai Drake 
have been married since 2002.
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By Tyler Hamilton

Imagine if a former MVP that once 
led the NFL in passing touchdowns 
were to become available for teams to 
acquire. One would expect there to be 
a buzz among teams clamoring to get 
a shot at making said player their new 
quarterback.

Well, that’s exactly the case with 
Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar 
Jackson, except teams are lining up 
to say they don’t have interest in him. 
The Ravens placed the non-exclusive 
franchise tag on Jackson. 

If Jackson were to agree to sign with 
another team and Baltimore declined 
to match the offer, Jackson’s new team 
would send two first-round picks to the 
Ravens. The non-exclusive tag is nearly 
$13 million less than the exclusive 
designation, coming in at $32.4 million.

According to multiple reports, 
the Washington Commanders, Las 
Vegas Raiders, Atlanta Falcons 
and Carolina Panthers are among 
the teams that are not interested in 

acquiring Jackson. These reports 
came out hours after the non-
exclusive tag was placed on Jackson. 

Am I missing something? Why 
would teams instantly say they 
have no interest in a quarterback of 
Jackson’s stature?

“Lamar Jackson is a Unanimous 
MVP,” former NFL quarterback and 
current ESPN analyst Robert Griffin 
III said. “He has lead the NFL in 
Passing Touchdowns, is 26 years old, 
is 45-16 as a starter and All the QB 
needy teams are saying they aren’t 
interested. Don’t smell right to me.” 

Added former NFL defensive back 
Bryant McFadden who works for CBS 
Sports, “The owners are making it a 
point to not allow another Deshaun 
Watson type of contract.” 

Even future Hall of Famer JJ Watt 
had something to say. 

“Why are all of these teams so 
publicly “out” on Lamar Jackson, an 
MVP winner in his prime at the most 
important position in the entire NFL,” 
Watt said. 

What am I missing here?
Per Yahoo Sports’ Charles Robinson, 

the Ravens and Jackson are still far 
apart. Jackson is reportedly seeking 
something in the range of Deshaun 
Watson’s fully guaranteed $230 million 
deal with Cleveland Browns.

Jackson has cemented himself as 
one of the top quarterbacks in the 
NFL, despite not playing in a passing 
scheme that fully showcases his 
ability as a passer. Previous offensive 
coordinator Greg Roman was known 
more for his extensive run play catalog 
that featured Jackson.

Jackson rushed for over 1,000 
yards twice in the last four years. 
He was unable to complete each of 
the last two seasons due to injury 
but still rushed for at least 700 yards 
in both seasons. The Ravens have a 
45-16 record with Jackson as a starter. 
Jackson has proven himself to be able 
to carry The Ravens at a minimum 
into the playoffs. 

Some have made a fuss about 
his 1-3 record in the playoffs with 

the Ravens, but he led them to the 
postseason three times. His only 
postseason win came on the road 
against the Tennessee Titans in 
January 2021. The two-time Pro 
Bowler has managed a total of 900 
passing yards and three touchdowns 
across his four playoff games.

It’s safe to say that Jackson has 
proven himself as a commodity that 
should be in high demand across 
the league and especially with the 
Ravens. Baltimore has a new offensive 
coordinator in Todd Monken who has 
already raved about Jackson. 

“He has an elite skillet,” Monken 
said during his introductory press 
conference. “It’s obvious when you 
watch him on film, the things he can 
do with the football and the plays that 
he makes. I think he’s underrated as a 
passer in terms of his ability to make 
plays and throw it down the field.”

It’s going to be an interesting ride. 
Buckle up. 

Ravens Lamar Jackson Situation Takes a Strange Twist 

Lamar Jackson 
Photo credit: Patrick Smith/Getty Images
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 MISCELLANEOUS

Train online to do medical billing! Become  
a Medical Office Professional at CTI! Get 
trained & certified to work in months! 888-
572-6790. The Mission, Program Information
and Tuition is located at CareerTechnical.edu/
consumer-information. (M-F 8-6 ET)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Military  
Discounts available.  Call: 855-761-1725  

Internet & WiFi Starts at $49 Call us Today 
to Get Started. Find High-Speed Internet with 
Fiber Optic Technology No Credit Check, No 
SSN Required. Call us Today! 866-396-0515 

Looking for assisted living, memory care,  
or independent living? A Place for Mom sim-
plifies the process of finding senior  
living at no cost to your family. Call 1-833-
386-1995 today!

Hero takes stress out of managing medica-
tions. Hero sorts & dispenses meds, sends 
alerts at dose times & handles prescription  
refill & delivery for you. Starting at 
$24.99/month. No initiation fee. 90-day risk-
free trial! 1-888-684-0280 

Aloe Care Health medical alert system. Most 
advanced medical alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! Special 
offer w/code CARE20 for $20 off Mobile 
Companion. 1 -855-521-5138 

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears Original - originally $129.95 
- now w/this special offer only $59.95 w/code
MCB59! 1-833-530-1955

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for 
a FREE Quote from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers, Let us take the stress out of 
moving! Call now to speak to one of our 
Quality Relocation Specialists: 877-541-6320 

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no 
matter where you live. 25 Mbps just 
$59.99/mo! Unlimited Data is Here. Stream 
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installa-
tion. Call 866-499-0141 

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo  
Expires 1/21/23. 1-833-872-2545 

HEALTH & FITNESS

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 1/23/23. 1-
855-270-5098

NEED IRS RELIEF $10K – $125K+ Get Fresh 
Start or Forgiveness. Call 1-844-431-4716 Mon-
day through Friday 7 AM – 5 PM PST 

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bun-
dle & SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. 
1-888-796-8850

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery stor-
age system. Save money, reduce reliance on 
grid, prepare for outages & power your home. 
Full installation services. $0 down financing 
option. Request free no obligation quote.  
1-855-270-3785

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
most advanced debris-blocking protection. 
Schedule free estimate. 15% off Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-
855-995-2490

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help 
and Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick 
up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-
0398  
Paying top cash for men's sportwatches! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236 

Become a published author. We want to read 
your book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 
1920. Consultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author`s guide 833-
719-3029 or visit dorranceinfo.com/acp

Directv Stream – The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12months. Stream on 
20 devices at once in your home. HBO Max 
FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) Call for more details today! (some  
restrictions apply) Call IVS 1-866-629-6086 

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, 
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. 
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE  
1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a 
GENERAC home standby generator $0 
Down + Low Monthly Pmt Request a free 
Quote. Call before the next power outage: 1-
844-334-8353

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EDUCATION 

AUTO INSURANCE

CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

READY TO BUY, SELL, OR RENT YOUR  
VACATION HOME OR HUNTING CAMP? 
Advertise it here and in neighboring publica-
tions. We can help you. Contact MACnet 
MEDIA @ 800-450-6631 or visit our site at 
MACnetOnline.com 

Looking for auto insurance? Find great deals 
on the right auto insurance to suit your needs. 
Call today for a free quote! 866-924-2397 

Become a Published Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-866-482-1576 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/macnet 

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC CAR. 
Advertise with us. You choose where you want 
to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit macneton-
line.com for details.  

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material – steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer – $500 Discount + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-
855-338-4807

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare  
Cancellation Experts Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free informational package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 888-965-0363 

The bathroom of your dreams for as little as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional installation. Senior & Military Discounts Available. Limited 
Time Offer – FREE virtual in-home consultation now and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-877-540-2780 

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery storage system. SAVE money, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for power outages and power your home. Full installation services available. 
$0 Down Financing Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 1-866-783-0292  

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home standby generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options Request a FREE Quote – Call now before the next power outage: 1-855-
465-7624

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587  
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real 
insurance - not a discount plan. Get your free 
dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036 
www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258 

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Dis-
cover the ideal solution for anyone who strug-
gles on the stairs, is concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-844-317-5246  

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic 
Pills SPECIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español  
Looking for assisted living, memory care, or in-
dependent living? A Place for Mom simplifies 
the process of finding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 1-833-910-1576 today! 

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease are lead-
ing causes of death, according to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. Screenings can 
provide peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer – 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-866-518-8391  

Aloe Care Health, medical alert system. The 
most advanced medical alert product on the 
market. Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! 
Special offer— call and mention offer code 
CARE20 to get $20 off Mobile Companion. 
Call today— 1-877-728-4065 

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376  

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real dental insurance – 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-877-553-1891 
www.dental50plus.com/macnet #6258 

WANTED TO BUY
Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
CO 80201 

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CLASSIC CARS 
AND MOTORCYCLES WANTED $$PAY-
ING CA$H$$ Corvettes, Mustangs, Jaguars, 
Austin Healeys, Broncos, Blazers, Ram 
Chargers, AMX, and Triumphs KR-
Miller1965@yahoo.com 717-577-8206 
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