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www.nbmerchandiser.com

OUR QUALITY IS ETCHED IN STONE

MEMORIALS

AREA’S MOST BEAUTIFUL MEMORIALS MANUFACTURED
ON SITE. ELIMINATE THE MIDDLEMAN AND SAVE

|.EHIGH VAI.I.EY GRANITE STUDIO

Woodburning fireplaces or fuel
stoves can add warmth and
ambiance to a home. These
appliances are particularly cov-
eted in the cooler months when
people spend more time
indoors. Maintenance is neces-
sary in order for fireplaces and
stoves to function safely, and
that upkeep must include pay-
ing close attention to the func-
tionality of the chimney.

Chimneys are designed to last
for decades. Cracks and
spalling in brick chimneys are
common concerns that can

SAVE 100s

i OUR EVERYDAY PRICES ARE LOWER
' THAN OTHER DEALER’S DISCOUNTED PRICES

6295 Route 309 ¢ New Tripoli

(Intersection of 309 & 100)

Like Us On f
facebook

610-760-6366 ¢ www.LVGRANITESTUDIO.com

Get Ahead Of Chimney Repair This Season

cause significant damage if left
unchecked.

Chimney maintenance involves
more than cleaning the flue.
Rather than running the risk of
costly repairs, which can cost

several thousand dollars,
homeowners can take some
simple steps to keep their chim-
neys in tip-top shape. Certain
components of chimney main-
tenance are do-it-yourself
tasks, while others may be bet-
ter left to the professionals.

e Start from the inside and
ensure that dampers are work-

ing properly. When using fire-
places and other appliances,
dampers need to be open to
allow smoke to vent outside;
otherwise, smoke will be
trapped in the home and could
lead to carbon monoxide
buildup. Dampers need to be
fixed or replaced if they are not
operational. Replacement fire-
place dampers should be snug
and not have any gaps, states
Vertical Chimney Care.

» Conduct a visual inspection of
the chimney to check for any
cracks or spalling. Spalling is

LIBERTY

\ Wealth Management

Gary Mayo, CFP®

Certified Financial Planner

3570 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 301,
Allentown, PA 18103
610-398-7333 * 800-451-9687

Fax: 610-398-7408

E-mail: gmayo@Ilwmgmt.com

www.lwmgmt.com

You are welcome to call
for a complimentary consultation

Investment and Advisory Services offered through
Liberty Asset Management, LLC.
Securities offered through APW Capital, Inc

Member FINRA/SIPC.

100 Enterprise Drive, Suite 504, Rockaway, NJ 07866
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CONSTRUCTION COVMIPANY

Fleetwood, PA 19522
www.martinconstructionco.com

Phone: 610-683-6120

HIC# PA 8177

Total Building Solutions for over 35 years

the wearing away of masonry
due to water, weather and time.
If enough of the material
erodes, that erosion can
adversely affect the structural
integrity of the chimney. Some
repairs can be made by patch-
ing up cracks or replacing miss-
ing bricks. Chimney tuckpoint-
ing is the process of repairing
mortar.

e Think about waterproofing the
chimney to prevent damage. A
water sealant applied to the
outside of the chimney can pre-
vent moisture from breaking
down the masonry.

¢ Inspect and replace the chim-
ney cap if it is worn out. A chim-
ney cap is a contraption that sits
atop the chimney to allow the
smoke to vent while also pre-
venting critters and water from
going inside the flue, helping to
extend the flue life. The chimney
cap attaches to the flue liner, so
outside dimensions should be
taken to ensure the cap is the
right size for the chimney.

* Have the chimney swept.
Sweeping helps remove the
soot and debris that clings to
the inside of the flue, known as
creosote. The amount of time
the fireplace is used will deter-
mine how often the chimney
must be cleaned. Generally
speaking, the chimney liner
needs to be cleaned if it has
1/8-inch or more of soot.
Regular inspection and mainte-
nance can help keep a chimney
working safely for decades. For
those who do not like working at
such an elevation, leave exteri-
or chimney repair to a certified
professional.

QUARRY RIDGE

ROOFING SUPPLY

405 Quarry Road,
Kutztown, PA

Monday thru Friday 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Email: quarryridge@verizon.net

610.683.5312 (Phone)
610.683.3207 (Fax)

e Metal Roofing & Siding
* Metal Trim Bending Up To 21°
e Standard and Specialty Trim

Featuring Everlast Roofing's
New ONINI panel...manufactured for

* Superior strength
e Attractive design
e Long lasting durability
* Weathertight sidelaps
¢ Limited Lifetime Warranty

Everlast
Roofing, Inc.
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CALLTOLL FREE
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Serving the Community

Since 1943
PA 027347

8,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROO

Appliance Sales, Installations & Repairs

including Water Heaters
Factory Trained Technicians
Family Owned & Operated for Over 75 Years

Free Estimates!

610.683.7324

15085 Kutztown Road, Kutztown, PA 19530
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23HP KAWASAKI® FR691 V-TWIN

$5899.00

Sale Price

MOWER SHOP ..c
3102 Woodside Rd., Alburtis (2 mi. above Huff's Church)
610-845-2164 rhlorish.com
Store Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8 am-6 pm,
Fri. 8 am-4 pm, Sat. 8 am-2 pm, Sun. Closed

When shopping for a home,
buyers often try to envision
themselves living in a given
property. Images of family gath-
erings and holidays may
instantly come to mind, but
prospective homeowners also
may begin to envision changes
they would make to a property if
they were eventually to call it
home.

Changing an existing structure
or building an entirely new
home on an empty plot of land
can be exciting. Such changes

SHOWROOM

typically require excavation,
which is a complicated process
that may be necessary for pro-
jects big or small.

WHAT IS EXCAVATION?
Excavation is the process of
extracting material from the
ground by digging. Earth, rock
and other materials may be
moved during the excavation
process.

CAN DO-IT-YOURSELFERS
EXCAVATE? Skilled DlYers
who have participated in exca-
vation projects in the past may

Why Excavation Is Best Left To The Professionals

be able to handle a project on
their own. However, it's impor-
tant that homeowners recognize
that excavation is about more
than just digging in the ground.
It's a complicated process that
requires the use of specialized
tools and equipment. In addi-
tion, a strong understanding of
the land that will be excavated
is required for the project to be
safe and go smoothly.

WHY HIRE AN EXCAVATION
PROFESSIONAL? Even the
most skilled DIYer might be bet-

HEARTHSIDE Fireplace and Stove is Relocating)

to the B&H Plaza in East Greenville!

MANTELS
LOG SETS

MISC PARTS

HEARTHSIDE FIREPLACE & STOVE

482 POTTSTOWN AVE

PENNSBURG, PA
215-679-7755
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ter off hiring an excavation pro-
fessional than going it alone.
That’s true for a number of rea-
sons.

e LIABILITY: Homeowners who
hire a fully licensed and insured
professional excavation firm
can rest easy knowing that they
will not be responsible for any
damages or injuries that may
occur during the project.

* PERMITS/REQUIREMENTS:
A professional excavation firm
typically files all the necessary
paperwork for work permits or
can advise which permits home-
owners will need to go forward
with the project. In addition, pro-
fessionals will know the local
laws regarding building and
excavation. For example,
homeowners may be unfamiliar
with the concept of lateral sup-
port, which refers to landowner-
s’ right to have their land physi-
cally supported in its natural
state by adjoining land and
underground structures. This is
an important concept to under-
stand during an excavation pro-
ject, and professionals can
advise homeowners if a project
they want to undertake will vio-

Teeling & Colit\g, ne.
» 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
¢ FREE ESTIMATES

610-683-5465

.

Plumbing, Heating,
Cooling, Electrical

* WATER CONDITIONING

* LICENSED AND INSURED  » REMODELING/NEW CONSTRUCTION

* WELL PUMP SERVICE & INSTALLATION
61 PRICETOWN ROAD * FLEETWOOD, PA 19522

Fax: 610-683-3296
Email: twoguys61@yahoo.com

Al Types of

Service

J

late lateral support laws.

* EXPERIENCE: Perhaps the
best reason to work with exca-
vation professionals is their
experience. A lack of excava-
tion experience can result in
damage to a homeowner’s
property and surrounding prop-
erties, which can prove costly.
DIYers may not know the type
of soil they have on their prop-
erty nor recognize the different

types of challenges each type of
soil can present during an exca-
vation project. Such knowledge
comes with experience and is
often invaluable.

Skilled DIYers can tackle many
home improvement projects on
their own. However, the com-
plex nature of excavation
makes these types of projects
the kind that are best left to
skilled professionals.

Why Homeowners Should Add More Exterior Light To Their Properties

Homeowners are increasingly
realizing the benefits of improv-
ing the exteriors of their home,
which can be just as valuable
as improving the interior
spaces. As individuals design
picturesque garden beds and
cultivate lavish lawns or revamp
exteriors with architectural fea-
tures, they probably want to
spotlight these improvements.
This is where exterior lighting
can be put to great use.
Exterior illumination can cast a
glow on various features, but
there are many other reasons
to increase lighting around the
exterior of a home.

e Safety: Trips and falls can
occur at night when trying to
traverse walkways and land-
scapes in the dark, as it can be
difficult to see rocks, stairs and
uneven pavement. Outdoor
lighting can illuminate path-
ways, entryways and other
areas for safer access for
homeowners and their guests.
* Extend outdoor entertaining:
Ample lighting can increase the
amount of time one can use
outdoor spaces and make them
the perfect gathering spot. As
autumn arrives, days become
shorter. However, patios,
porches and more can get
extended use with lighting.

» Safeguard security: A well-lit
home may be less likely to be
targeted by burglars than one
swathed in darkness and shad-
ows. Lights can remain on all
evening or be motion-triggered.
Setting lights on timers also
ensures that the home is illumi-
nated whether residents are
home or not.

e Create drama: Landscape
lighting designers can establish

focal points around the land-
scape and highlight the best
features of a property.
Uplighting in trees, silhouetting
techniques to showcase plants
and spotlights to show off archi-
tectural features are all options
for homeowners to consider.

e Add value: The experts at
Parker Homescape, a land-
scape design service, say that
exterior lighting can add roughly

30 percent to the value of a
home. They also indicate that
50 percent of all home buyers
say that outdoor lighting is
important when buying a home.
If current residents are thinking
about selling, now may be the
time to invest in exterior lighting.
Improving a home’s exterior
may be as simple as adding
more lighting to improve func-
tionality and beauty.

DESIGN BUILT
CONSTRUCTION

New Homes ¢ House Additions

Contact John Scully

*Renovations
e Kitchens

—MARTIN=—/T
I I
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
14558 Kutztown Road / Fleetwood, PA 19522
Phone: 610.683.6120 Fax: 610.683.9132
www.mccbuild.com
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* Trimming
* Removal
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* Lot Cleaning
e Stump Grinding

* Hauling

R. & R. TREE SERVICE

19 Penn Street, Lyons, PA 19536
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Free Estimates

ROBERT ROTH

Phone 610.682.2856

What Causes Curled Shingles?

No homeowner wants to look at
the exterior of his or her home
and see roof damage. Such
damage may lead homeowners
to think they need a new roof, a
potentially costly expense that
can quickly throw household
budgets into a state of disarray.
Various factors, including the
size of a home and the type of
roof homeowners prefer, will
affect the cost of a roof replace-
ment. In addition, homeowners
who see roof damage can rest
assured that not all roof prob-
lems will necessarily require a
replacement roof to be installed.
Curled shingles are a problem
many  homeowners  have
encountered. This particular
problem is not always indicative
that a roof is on its way out. In
fact, the home improvement
resource This Old House notes
that, as asphalt shingles age,
their corners often begin to curl
downward or upward.
Homeowners who notice this
early enough can glue down the
curled section of each shingle
that's beginning to curl.

Some shingles may be curling
because they're defective.
Fortified Roofing, a New Jersey-
based roofing company that
specializes in the repairing and
replacing of various roofing con-
figurations, advises homeown-
ers to contact a local roofing
professional to diagnose the
cause of the curling. Doing so
quickly can prevent curled shin-
gles from contributing to more
widespread damage.

Moisture and poor ventilation
may be contributing to curled
shingles as well. Homeowners
with attics in their home may see
curled shingles on their roofs
because moisture is building up
in their poorly ventilated attics.
In addition to causing damage
such as curled shingles, a poor-
ly ventilated attic allows mois-
ture to build up, potentially con-
tributing to mold growth. Mold
presents a host of additional
problems, including some that
can adversely affect the health
of a home’s inhabitants.

Improper roof installation also
may be the culprit behind curled
shingles. When a roof is not
installed correctly, shingles may
not be aligned or nailed down in
the right way. This might be
what's causing shingles to curl
on recently installed roofs.

Curled shingles are unsightly
and can pose a significant threat
to a home if not addressed
promptly. Home-owners can
protect themselves and their
roofs by working with skilled
roofing professionals, who can
diagnose issues like curled shin-
gles and offer the right solutions.

Signs Your Gutters
Are In Need Of Repair

Spring is a great time to tackle pro-
jects around the house. The
weather allows homeowners to
make improvements to their
homes’ exteriors without worrying
about extreme heat or cold, while
interior projects like painting are
made easier because homeown-
ers can open the windows to allow
for proper ventilation.

Spring is a great time to take stock
of your gutters so you can address
any issues before summer storms.
Compromised gutters can con-
tribute to water issues in base-
ments and adversely affect a
home’s  foundation if  not
addressed immediately.

* Gutters hanging off the home:
Gutters were once installed pre-
dominantly with spikes. However,
many industry professionals now
install gutters with hanger brack-
ets. Why the change? Spikes
loosen over time, leading to the
gutters hanging off the home. That
can contribute to serious issues if
left untreated. Gutters hanging off
the home need not necessarily be
replaced, but rather secured to the
home, ideally with hanger brack-
ets instead of spikes. Brackets
hook into the front of the gutter
and are then screwed into the fas-
cia of a home. A professional who
specializes in gutter repair can
perform this task relatively quickly,
and it’s an inexpensive yet highly
effective solution.
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Fully Insured

o for over 30 years

» Gutter separation: Gutters that
are no longer fastened together
can leak and contribute to issues
that affect the home’s foundation,
siding and appearance. Clogs and
the accumulation of debris can
cause gutters to separate because
they are not designed to hold too
much weight. Replacement of
separated gutters may or may not
be necessary depending on how
big the problem is and the condi-
tion of the existing gutters. If
replacement is not necessary,
separated gutters may be reme-
died by securing the joints, anoth-
er relatively simple and inexpen-
sive fix.

* Peeling exterior paint: Paint that
appears to be peeling off of your
home may indicate that water is
seeping over the edge of the gut-
ter closest to your home. When
that happens, water is coming
down the side of the house, caus-
ing the paint to peel. In such
instances, replacing the gutters is
often necessary.

* Basement flooding: Not all signs
of deteriorating gutters are outside
a home. Many a homeowner has
been flummoxed by flooding in
their basements, and such flood-
ing can be caused by aging, inef-
fective gutters. That's because
deteriorating gutters sometimes
allow water to leak near the foun-
dation of a home, contributing to
basement flooding.

RESIDENTIAL

Serving PA & NJ

Don'’t leave that shed behind! Move it with you!
Do you have an unwanted shed, gazebo, or playhouse?
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Post Frame & Conventional Buildings For All Your
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We Turn Your Vision Into Reality.
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Randy’s Carpet

Family owned since 1974
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Total Building Solutions for over 35 years
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COMMERCIAL

Asphalt Shingle + Corrugated Metal * Standing Seam Metal
Rubber/EPDM « Gutter and Downspout * Soffit and Fascia

FINANCING

AVAILABLE!
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COAL DELIVERY
SERVICE

WILLIAMSTOWN, PA
(Formerly Carl & Smith Coal Hauling)
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