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t* My Dental Hygienist, Krissy Little,

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Franklin County Commission
approved the cost of a legal review
of the county's solid waste policy at
the commission's March 20th meet-
ing.

Franklin County's Solid Waste
Management Plan will be reviewed
by attorneys with Balch & Bingham,
LLP, a Birmingham firm with attor-
neys who specialize in environmen-
tal engineering law.

Last year, Neil Hargett, owner of
Franklin County Land Management,

Inc., filed an application to begin
municipal solid waste collection at
his privately owned landfill in
Belgreen.

The application process reached
the point where a public hearing was
scheduled on Hargett's request, but
he withdrew his application in
September before the public hearing
was held.

At Monday's meeting, Franklin
County Probate Judge Barry Moore
said the legal review of the county's
Solid Waste Management Plan will
let commissioners know if the exist-
ing plan is in full compliance with

See ‘COMMISSION,’ Page 9

Man who sued RPD chief
acquitted hy Franklin jury

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A Franklin County jury has found a
Littleville man not guilty of two mis-
demeanor offenses related to a 2020
incident that resulted in the man filing
a federal lawsuit against Russellville
Police Department Chief Chris
Hargett.

Henry Eudone Donnie Vinson was
acquitted on charges of Attempting
to Elude a Law Enforcement Officer
and a violation of Alabama's Move
Over Law.

Vinson, who was found guilty of
both offenses in Russellville
Municipal Court in May 2021,
appealed the cases to Franklin
County Circuit Court and asked for a

and my dentist, Dr. Nolan Connell
are the best!! They are very
knowledgeable and helpful.
If you are looking for a new dentist
and hygienist try Singing River in
Russellville!! 7

-Carol Conaway, Google Review

jury trial, which was held on March 8,
2023.

Vinson filed a two-count civil com-
plaint in the United States District
Court for the Northern District of
Alabama on April 28, 2022, naming
Hargett as the lone defendant.

According to documents filed in
federal court, Vinson, who was 65 at
the time of the incident, alleges
Hargett unlawfully arrested and
detained him on May 11, 2020, after
he was taken into custody in the
driveway of his Colbert County resi-
dence.

It was at that time Vinson was
charged with Attempting to Elude, a
Class A misdemeanor, punishable by
up to one year in jail, and a violation
of Alabama's Move Over Law, which

See ‘ACQUITTED,’ Page 7

Call 256.332.6888 to schedule
your appointment today!

531 St. Clair St., Russellville

Breakfast
Daily

M-F 7-6 » Sat 8-2 * Sun 11-2
* No Sunday Breakfast

farmhousetablecafe.com

Taking care of
your family’s

dental needs
Brett M. Bowen, DDS

Family

Dentist
243 Underwood RanX!ussellville 256.332 -4000

Mon., Tues, Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2
256.332.6073
510 Engle Dr, * Russellville

1996 George
Wallace Hwy
Littleville

256.398.8559

Facebook.com/Littlevilleantiques
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& GR Franklin County’s Home Owned and

Pinkard Funeral Home has been an established
business in Russellville and Haleyville for the past

27 years. Owned and operated by Mr. Rex Pinkard, ARE : Dot e

Pinkard Funeral Home has served the people of DR (;)rant & Beverly Atkins

Russellville and Haleyville and surrounding ( l 403 East Lawrence Stroat
Russellville, Alabama

areas with compassion, dignity and diligence.

“In Memory of our loved ones...
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Pinkard Funeral Home offers traditional funeral
services with Mr. Rex Pinkard and a licensed
embalmer/funeral director on staff. Pinkard
Funeral Home also offers cremation
arrangements. We honor all burial and cash
insurance policies, giving face value.

Jerry Gene Zills, 87, of Russellville,
passed away March 19, 2023.
Visitation will be held at Pinkard
Funeral Home on Wednesday,
March 22, 2023 from 11am-12:30pm.
A committal service will be held at
1pm at Franklin Memory Mausoleum.

We offer pre-need arrangements trusted to a
reputable insurance company for safe-keeping
until time of need.

We are here to offer 24/7 service for the people
of Franklin, Marion, Winston and Colbert
Counties, as we have done in the past.
Your loved one is never left alone.

Robert “Bob” Daniel Hyde, 62, of
Russellville, passed away on
Tuesday, March 14, 2023. Spry

Memorial Chapel assisted the family.

Please consider us in your time of need and let
us continue to serve our families.

Sincerely, Rex Pinkard \E
Z3

Johnny Lee Nance Sr. 76, of

& P‘{., 256-332-7772 with |
LE & any questions you | Russellville, passed away March 14,

2023. Pinkard Funeral Home assist-
ed the family.

"o have concerning end |

PINKARD of life needs. |

FUNERAL HOMES

—
m iff ' &
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Village at Oliver Place

Apartments & Townhomes
Water included startmg at:

256.383.447 3 Ext. 2021

205.993.5005. * Pike Avenue * Phil Campbell
340 Cox Blvd « Sheffield, AL

TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546




F Shoals Primary Care
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th r futur

Tombigbee Communications is Dr. Zaman h@

Al

building in Franklin County! | i
Shah (&

We are offering the fastest to the practice
internet speeds in Alabama i1 Sheffield
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Board certified in Internal Medicine,

Ready to sign up? Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
a close family member of Dr. Syed.

www.freedomfiber.com He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
205-921-6712 of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Franklin Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm

Free Press Walk-ins are Welcome
113 Washington Ave. NW MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
Russellville, AL 35653 MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

256-332-0255

The Franklin Free Press is published weekly by Pilati
Investments, Inc.

For updates on

u 342 Cox Boulevard

Our publication is mailed to our readers at no charge. news and SpOl"tS
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i o
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Correction Policy franklinfl’eep-

The Franklin Free Press strives for excellence and accuracy, and we
will be pleased to correct any error in our newspaper. To request a ress@yahoo.com

correction or clarification, call or e-mail our office. " — —

.
Letters to the editor

The Franklin Free Press is published by W

hometown people, for hometown people. We urge contributions of all kinds,
including guest columns, picture submissions, cartoons or letters to the Licensed Massage Th erap'St LMT #1495
editor. Send any letters to our office via U.S. Postal Service or e-mail, and we g Reiki Practitioner |l —
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hometown and phone number of the author. The Franklin Free Press reserves
the right to edit letters for style, length and content.
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Published by Pilati Investments, Inc. Copyright 2022
All materials and content are copyrighted by the Publisher
This publication may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, by any method,
without the express written permission of the Publisher.

256.332.4220

P Creative Image Salon
7129 Hwy 43 - Spruce Pine




RHS grad bringing band to Roxy on March 31st

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Mark Kelly moved away after his 1980 graduation from Russellville
High School, but he'll always consider Russellville home.

And the talented singer/songwriter and his band, the Burnells, will
come home for a show Friday, March 31st at the historic Roxy
Theatre.

Showtime is 7 p.m. Doors will open at 6 p.m. Tickets for the Burnells
are $20 and available online at www.eventbrite.com or at the door.

Kelly, who works for Alabama Power and is an accomplished writer,
lives in Birimgham, but he's hoping the response to the March 31st
show will be good enough to start playing the Roxy on a regular basis.

The Burnells had a show last fall at the Roxy, but it coincided with a
Saturday night football game between Alabama and Mississippi
State, so turnout was limited.

“I've told people if | wasn't part of the band, I'd have been home
watching Alabama too,” Kelly said. “Hopefully, our schedule is better
this time.

The local angle of this show is important to me. | want people to
come out, have a good time and listen to some good music.”

The Burnells will make a donation to the Russellville Homeless
Coalition out of the gate. Kelly, who is friends with the Russellville
Homeless Coalition's founder, Betsy Green, said it's a 'hidden' prob-
lem but an important one for his hometown.

“It's an issue you see everywhere. We see it here in Birmingham
where | live, but it's not limited to big cities. It's everywhere and some-
thing that needs to be addressed,” Kelly said. “We want to support the
coalition so we hope folks come out to help do that.”

The Burnells feature original music, much of which was written by
Kelly and Gary Hyche, or in conjunction with fellow vocalist Kat
Beckham. The group's unique sound is not pigeonholed into one
genre. It includes tones of rock, blues, country-western, folk and

“Healthy Living
IS
Happy Living!”

Introducing:
Dr. Christopher
Rankin

s

* Primary Care Physician

* Medical Check-Ups & Consultations
* Health Screenings

256.331.2700
156225 Hwy 43 - Suite |

.. RUSSELLVILLE

l' HOSPITAL

gospel.

After the group's October 2022 show, bass player Mike Fields need-
ed back surgery, so his rehabilitation put the band's show schedule
on hold. The Russellville show will be the second one on the Burnells'
'‘comeback’ tour. T o

Russellville's G&G =
Steel is a sponsor of the
upcoming show, which
will feature selected
songs from the Burnells'
2022 album, Turn to!
Now.

That album was record-
ed at Muscle Shoals'
Wishbone Studios, with
owner Billy Lawson pro-/4
ducing it. The album alsof |
includes appearances by
Travis Wammack, horn
player Brad Guin and
Spooner Oldham.

Kelly said the Burnells
are looking forward to
returning to Wishbone Studios later this spring to work on a new
album.

This is essentially the second time around for the Burnells, who
formed originally in 1997 as the Happy Burnells, playing the
Birmingham music scene for five years or so.

17 years later, five of the original six members reunited as the
Burnells, with the Turn to Now album coming three years later.

For more information on the group, like and follow “The Burnells” on
Facebook or log onto www.theburnellsmusic.com.

John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine

“Over 22 Years Caring

for Franklin County.”
\ Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00

SRS EE) Friday: 8:30-12:00

Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,
and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing
and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
256.331.1900

=4

L : ; J‘ LA A B <

se

Russellville Hospital
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NW-SCC honor society garners 11 state awards

Submitted

Northwest-Shoals Community College’s Alpha Zeta lota chapter
received 11 awards during last Saturday’s (3/5) Alabama Regional Phi
Theta Kappa (PTK) Convention at Calhoun Community College in

Huntsville.

The NW-SCC PTK chapter was recognized with the following awards:
Continued Excellence Advisor Award
Continued Excellence Chapter Award
Distinguished Chapter Advisor Team

Pest Solutions

Pest & osquito
Control
256-332-4008

Distinguished
Chapter Member

Distinguished
Chapter Officer Team

Distinguished
Honors in Action Project
Award

Distinguished
Honors in Action Theme
Award

Distinguished
College Project Award

Five Star Chapter
Award

Reach Award (for
achieving at least 15%
membership)

Most Distinguished
Chapter - Third Place

Chapter officers are Alana

Jenkins, Hannah Hendon, Hannah Foster, Adrianna McCleese, Tesley
Callahan, Quinton Daivs, Amanda Neito, and Irene Crandall. Advisors

are Pam Peters and Jacque Jeffreys.

Phi Theta Kappa, the International Honor Society of the Two-Year

Brent Hurd, DO
OBGYN

College, has recognized academic excellence in the two-year college
since 1918. The Society is comprised of more than 3.5 million members
in the United States and 10 sovereign nations.

elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 » 256.710.3711

Brandie Garner, CRNP
Women's Health

atients!
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Hwy 43 ¢ Across from King Drive In

2012 Flagstaff
Classic lite

$13,900

“Let s help y()u find financing
for YOUR dream car!”

¢ Building Supplies for
Residential/Commercial
Projects
* Metal Fabrication
e Custom Hardscaping
¢ Qutdoor Kitchens

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5 - Sat. 8:00-12

256.332.8181
HWY 43, Littleville

Dr. Kelly's B
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

EVENTS OF INTEREST « FAMILY REUNIONS « PLAYS * CHURCH GATHERINGS « EDUCATIONAL - CLUB MEETINGS

HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUP-

PLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN ALA-
BAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT
REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO
CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530
PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF SENIOR

he Senior Center at Phil Campbell is under new management. The Town

of Phil Campbell would like to invite and encourage everyone in our area
that is 60 years and older to come be a part of the group. This is for men and women.
They meet at the Phil Campbell Community Center Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m.
to 12:00. A delicious lunch is served around 11:00 a.m. Come on out and join in on the
games or just sit and have a cup of coffee and socialize!! So if you, your parents, grand-
parents or your neighbor is 60 or older, pass the word and come out and enjoy a morn-
ing of fun.

he next meeting of the Franklin County Community Development

Commission will be Friday, March 31, 2023, at 8:30 a.m., at the Franklin
County Courthouse Annex. All grant requests must be submitted to a member of the
commission by Friday, March 24, 2023, at 12 p.m. Commission members include Brad
Bolton, Jeremy Campbell and David Grissom.

elgreen High School will hold Kindergarten registration on Friday, March

31, 2023, from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., in the Belgreen High School Library.
Parents or guardians of children who are 5 years old on or before September 1, 2023,
may register their child. Please bring child’s birth certificate, Social Security card, proof
of residency and updated immunization records. If you are unable to attend, please reg-
ister your child through the online registration. It is preferable to register kindergarten
students BEFORE the end of May to account for accurate numbers for the upcoming

school year.

ussellvlille author Lonnie Freeman will host a book signing for

his new book, Focus, Refocus, Maintaining Focus, on
Saturday, March 25th from 12-2 p.m., at the Russellville Public Library on
East Lawrence Street. You are invited to come by and visit with Freeman.
He will be signing copies of his book, which will be available for $20 per
copy.

ussellville Masonic Lodge #371 is selling Smoked Hams during

Easter weekend. Hams are $35 each and may be pre-ordered
by calling 256-810-1970. Pickup is Saturday, April 8, between 8-10 a.m., at
the Lodge on Coffee Avenue.

here will be an Easter Egg Hunt after morning worship on

Sunday, March 26, at North Russellville Baptist Church, 1401
Waterloo Road. The church will have morning worship, followed by an
Easter meal. Egg hunt will be after meal. You will have the opportunity to
have a picture with the Easter Bunny as well.

ou're invited to North Russellville Baptist Church for Easter

Bunny Pictures, Saturday, March 25, from 2-4 p.m. Photos will
be set up in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your own camera.

he Mom-Son Prom 2023 is set for Saturday, April 15, from 5-9

p.m., at the A.W. Todd Centre, 201 S. Washington Ave.,
Russellville. There will be food, great music and pictures. Church attire or
formal wear please. $25 for one mom and son. $5/additional son. Please
call Tammy west at 256-668-7649 for tickets or more information.

ou are invited to Women’s Brunch 2023, Saturday, April 1 from

10:30 a.m.-2 p.m., at the AW. Todd Centre, 201 Washington
Ave. S, Russellville. There will be speakers, vendors and door prizes. A full
brunch meal will be served. There will be singing and more! $30 entry fee.
Doesn’t matter where you're from. Come join us! Call Tammy West at 256-
668-7649 for tickets or information.

ood Giveaway - Groceries will be given out while supplies last

Thursday, March 30, 2023 2:00 pm Please stay in your vehicle,
have an ID handy and allow our volunteers to serve you! Russellville First
United Methodist Church (Corner of Madison and Washington)

ethlehem Missionary Baptist Church will host Spring Revival,

March 26-29, at the church, located at 305 Bethlehem Road in
Russellville. Service times are Sunday at 5 p.m., and Monday-Wednesday
at 7 p.m. Pastor Bro. Jeff Fleming and Evangelist Bro. Jacob Fleming.
Everyone is welcome.

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns, cartoon panels, letters
to the editor, recipes and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.



'AGQUITTED,

carries a fine, and Resisting Arrest, a Class B misdemeanor.

Vinson was acquitted of
the Resisting Arrest
charge in Russellville
Municipal Court after the
court determined the
incident took place in
Colbert County and, as a

Pest S_olutiops

— result, the court lacked
A N = jurisdiction.
s /// The March 8th trial

absolved Vinson of any
criminal liability from the
May 11, 2020 incident.
One of Hargett's
defenses in his answer to
the federal lawsuit was
that Vinson was not
unlawfully detained
because Hargett lawfully
arrested and charged
him with three offenses.
Those charges have now
all been adjudicated in

Pest & osquito

Control
256-332-4008

Vinson's favor.

Vinson, through his attorney, Griffin Sikes, Jr., of Montgomery, alleges he
was driving north on U.S. Highway 43 on May 11, 2020, with his wife,
daughter and son-in-law in the car with him. Vinson's complaint maintains
he was driving home, which would have entailed him making a right turn
onto Lakeview Lane, where he lives about .5 miles down the road at the
intersection of Lakeview Lane and Sheffield Circle.

Vinson alleges he was nearing Lakeview Lane when he drove “over a rise
in Highway 43” and noticed a Russellville police vehicle on a traffic stop of
another vehicle. According to Vinson's complaint, both vehicles were

NOW HIRING

Starting wages of
$17 per hour up to
$22.30 per hour with
incentive!!

Benefits include: Medical, Dental, Vision,
Vacation, Holidays, 401K and Night Shift
Incentive and Opportunities for Advancement!

Join the Pilgrim’s team by
applying in person at our plant on
2045 Hwy. 244 in Russellville,
or online at www.pilgrimsusa.com.
Call 256-768-3707 for more information!

Pilgrim’s is an Equal
Opportunity Employer,
M/F/VID.

Pilgrims
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from Page 1

“stopped or parked barely off the right-hand side of the roadway.”

The police vehicle was being driven by Hargett, who was working traffic
overtime detail that afternoon.

Vinson maintains he slowed his truck in preparation to move into the left
land, but a white SUV was traveling in the left lane and prevented him from
safely moving over, as is required by Alabama's Motor Vehicle Code.

Vinson further alleges that both Hargett and the driver of the vehicle he
had stopped were both in their vehicles and he passed them “without inci-
dent,” since he could not change lanes.

Vinson said he turned onto Lakeview Lane, which he described as a “very
narrow roadway...choked with knee-high to waist-high weeds.”

As he neared his driveway, Vinson's daughter told him there was a police
vehicle approaching them with its lights and siren on. Vinson pulled into his
driveway and the police vehicle, driven by Hargett, pulled in behind him, the
complaint alleges.

From this point, the parties' versions of what happened differ significantly.

The complaint alleges Hargett approached Vinson “angrily and menacing-
ly with his hand on his holstered weapon,” as he “visibly was shaking with
rage...with veins bulging in his neck,” as Hargett accused Vinson of “almost
running over him.”

He then alleges Hargett “forcefully grabbed Vinson's right arm and twisted
it behind his back,” something Vinson protested due to his having had rota-
tor cuff surgery on his right arm. The complaint goes on to state Hargett
threw him on the ground, pinned him to the ground and forcefully placed
handcuffs on him.

The complaint asserts Vinson incurred injuries to his neck, back and hips
as a result of the incident.

In Hargett's answer, filed on June 1, 2022, he alleges Vinson “failed to
slow down while passing him and his patrol vehicle...and continued to drive
in the right-hand lane at the same rate of speed toward Lakeview Lane
before turning onto Lakeview Lane.”

Hargett also maintains Vinson failed to pull over even though Hargett's
lights and siren were activated. And when he instructed Vinson to put his
hands on his truck, he failed to comply so he grabbed Vinson's right arm.

Hargett, through his attorney, further maintains he did not use any exces-
sive force and that he acted “reasonably and in good faith” while arresting
Vinson.

Additionally, Hargett's answer asserts that Vinson's civil rights violation
allegations fail because Vinson was in violation of Alabama law.

That defense, that Vinson was breaking the law and is therefore barred
from alleging civil rights violations, would seemingly no longer be available
in light of the jury's verdict.

The Franklin Free Press contacted Hargett for comment and he referred
all questions to his attorney, Gregory Burgess, of Huntsville, saying he could
not comment on pending litigation.

The federal case is set for trial in November 2023. All discovery must be
complete by July 4, 2023, and all motions filed by August 3, 2023. The case
was assigned to United States District Judge Madeline Hughes Haikala.

wanl FM 100 Daily 8 a.m.
3 4 and 12 p.m.

WillodeanDavissells.com » 256,762.5671




JOB OPPORTUNITIES

The Franklin County Commission is accepting applications s
for the following position(s):
Deputy, Sheriff’s Office
Roadway Maintenance Technician Il, Highway Department
Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County
Commission office until 5:00 PM on
Friday, March 31, 2023.
Assistant County Engineer, Highway Department
Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County
Commission office until the position has been filled.

-l | | {1

2 | |\ i Ul
An application and job description may be picked up, faxed 1 p.m. e Fnday’ March 31 - Roxy Theatre

or emailed upon request from the Franklin County Featuring 1980 RUSSGIIViIIe ngh

Commission Office, located at 405 N Jackson Avenue
3 3 ,
Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, by calling (256) 332- SChOOI Graduate Mark Ke”y ’

8850 or applications are available at
www.franklincountyal.org under the Careers tab.
Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and does
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, religion, age or disability in the employment or provision

of services. Presented by: G & G

Tickets are $20. Available at eventbrite.com or at the doors.
Doors open at 6 p.m.

STEEL
| Your Lifetime Memory
1_.‘ ' Right Here at HOME

i i '
SCOTTAROSA FARMS in Franklin County!

1

WEDDINGS & EVENTS

Receptions Like and follow us on
Dinners Facebook to have a chance
Birthday Parties to win a FREE One-Day Event
Reunions & More! at Scottarosa Farms!!

2800 Highway 63 » Phil Campbell, AL www.scottarosafarms.com
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TAK LIEN
SALE

Franklin County Revenue Commissioner
Stratt Byars will be holding the 2022 Tax
Lien Auction on May 2, 2023 at 10 am
CST on the website www.govease.com.
In accordance with Title 40, Chapter 10,
Code of Alabama 1975 (§40-10-180
through 201), the Franklin County tax
collecting official has authority to
auction and sell tax liens on properties

for which ad valorem property taxes are
delinquent.

An updated list of delinquent parcels
from the 2022 tax year is posted and can
be found inside the Franklin County
Courthouse on the first floor bulletin

board and inside of the Red Bay office.
All potential bidders are required to
register at www.govease.com before the
auction commences.

For more information about the
upcoming tax lien auction, please
contact the Franklin County Revenue
Commissioners Office at 256-332-8841.
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‘COMMISSION, from Page 1

state law and whether the plan needs any modification in the event a
future application to collect municipal solid waste is filed in Franklin
County.

“We reviewed the letters that were sent in (as part of Hargett's 2022
application) and had some questions so we are getting advice from an
attorney familiar with environmental engineering to review our Solid
Waste Management Plan and make sure it allows us to have solid legal
grounds if we deny a future solid waste landfill applicant wanting to
locate in Franklin County,” Moore said.

Moore told commissioners the expected cost of the review would be
between $6,000-$8,000.

In other agenda items, the commission:

--approved a resolution amending the compensation package for the
Franklin County Coroner to $10,000, with a $300 annual salary and
$9,700 expense allowance. The resolution will now be presented to
Franklin County's legislative delegation for consideration by the
Alabama Legislature. If approved, the change would go into effect in
next year's budget.

--approved an expense of $71,500 for repairs to the elevator in the
Franklin County Courthouse by Mallory Elevator. Moore said the repairs
would be done this summer when the court docket is lighter so as to
minimize the interruption to the public.

--declared a 2020 Maddock ditcher surplus property in the Franklin
County Highway Department.

--approved the leasing of two motor graders and soliciting quotes on
interest for the motor graders and two mini-excavators for a five-year
term financing $310,000.

--authorized advertising for a Roadway Maintenance Technician Il
position with the Highway Department and a Deputy in the Franklin
County Sheriff's Office.

--approved the employment of Jennifer Mansell as Property Clerk in
the Franklin County Revenue Commissioner's Office.

--approved the employment of Sarah Kimbrough as a part-time, as
needed Corrections Officer/Dispatcher with the FCSO and Alexis
Browning as a permanent Corrections Officer/Dispatcher.

--authorized soliciting for bids on the purchase of a dump truck for the
Franklin County Solid Waste Department.

--approved a two-year contract extension for Franklin County Archives
Director/Archivist Chris Ozbirn with annual payment of $14,000.

--reappointed Mike Mayfield to the Riverbend Board of Directors.

--approved a reimbursable expense of $10,000 for purchase of 383
weather radios to be distributed in Franklin and Winston Counties and
Haleyville. The expense will be fully reimbursed to the county through a
Resource, Conservation & Development Council (RC&D) grant

PEST CONTROL

2 PREDATOR
iy AIPEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net.



FOR SALE

Two Adjacent

Cemetery Gardens.
Plots For $1,000 each.
Sale. In Please call

‘Prayer’ sec-  256-815-3923.
tion of (1)
Franklin
Memory

Don Enrique,
Agent

ennqueshomes(@yahoo.com

Servicios Generales
de Seguros y Vivienda

256-740-2356

ECHOCARDIOGRAMS ® CAROTID DOPPLER STUDIES

ULTRASOUND ® X-RAY @ CT @ MRI

LAB @ IV INFUSIONS

PHYSICAL THERAPY

MAMMOGRAPHY

A MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
ot room 1 ASSISTANT NEEDED

Rl Must be Dependable, Team
entrance.
call 2s6)332- | Player, Eager to Learn. Apply
5?18)1 in person at Dr. Harry Kuberg's
2BR office, 15225 Hwy. 43 North,
fpartment For | Suite F, Russellville, AL 35653
vaence. .| or send resume by email to
o oo kubergklinic@hotmail.com
) or fax to 256-331-9530.
YARD SALE

BOOK YOUR
i NEXT HUNT!

March 25. 9-5. S
980
Underwood
Road.

Estate Sale.
Friday, March
24 and

E Hospital

WE MAKE IT EASY
FOR YOU TO STAY HOME!

CHOOSE RED BAY HOSPITAL'S OUTPATIENT SERVICES

(256) 356-9532 |
HELENKELLER.COM/RED-BAY-HOSPITAL

KARL RAGAN 236.332.9064

Trimming * Topping * Removal
Bucket Work « Stump Grinding
3\\.lll'\llkl\.ll.lUD.
i Send your guest columns, letters to the edi-

tor and other creative submissions to
| franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Check us out online at www.franklinfreep-
ress.net!
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Auto, Home, Life Insurance
English and Spanish

Real deal with a local feel,
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

FranklinFreePress.net

Scotty Wood, Agent
137680 Highway 43 Ste 6, Russallville, AL 336353
296-332-0052
scotiy@agantscotty, com
agentscotty . com

o StateFarm

PAID Franklin Free Press
113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653
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Two Golden Tiger pitchers
combine to no-hit Florence

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville Golden Tigers baseball
team threw its first two-pitcher no-hitter of the
year in a 10-1 win over the Florence Falcons
on Tuesday, March 14th.

Eli Boutwell started on the mound for the
Golden Tigers and pitched three innings.
Boutwell allowed no hits, no runs and walked
two batters while striking out five.

Cayden Johns pitched four innings, allowing
no hits, one run, and one walk. Johns struck
out five batters and earned the win for the
Golden Tigers on the mound.

Brandt Cummings went 2-3 at the plate scor-
ing two runs.

Brodie Vandiver also went 2-3, scoring twice
with one RBI.

On Thursday, March 16th, the Golden Tigers
were defeated 10-7 by the James Clemens
Jets.

Logan White pitched five innings and
allowed six hits, four runs, four walks, and
struck out five James Clemens batters.

Cummings pitched one inning of relief and
was tagged with the loss for the Golden
Tigers.

Brayden Spurgeon went 1-2 at the plate
scoring twice.

The Golden Tigers faced Etowah later that
afternoon and posted a 4-2 win after taking the
lead in the sixth inning.

Spurgeon pitched 6.2 innings allowing two
hits, two runs and struck out five batters.

See, ‘RHS,’ page 12

Vargas Roofing &
Home Remodeling
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Shingle & Metal Roofs,
Vinyl Siding, Drywall
and Much More.

Freddy Vargas
256.668.7715

Licensed ¢ Insured * Jeremiah 29:11

Michael Rice
NW-SCC Sports Information
Intern

The Northwest-Shoals
Community College Patriots'
baseball team opened its
Alabama Community College
Conference season with a
doubleheader on Friday,
March 10th with two wins
over Calhoun Community
College.

The Patriots won game
one, 4-1, after building an
early 2-0 lead in the first
inning.

Michael Pfeiffer earned the
win for the Patriots after
pitching seven innings.
Pfeiffer allowed five hits, one run, four walks and
struck out six.

At the plate, Taylor Bush went 2-3 and scored
once. Alex Wilson went 1-3 with two runs scored.

In game two, the Patriots grabbed the lead in the
fifth inning and held on to win 5-4.

Zach Hill went seven innings on the mound for
the Patriots. Hill allowed six hits, four runs, walked
two and struck out eight batters.

Offensively, Caleb Davis went 3-3 with one run
scored. Wilson went 1-3 and Bush 1-2 as each
player had one run scored.

The Patriots swept Calhoun in another double-
header the following day on Saturday, March 11th.

In game one, the Patriots defeated CCC 13-4,

COURTESY PHOTO

after taking an early 6-2 lead in the second inning.

Bryce Sanders earned the win for the Patriots
pitching six innings, allowing four hits, four runs,
walking three and striking out four batters.
Samuel Pace pitched one inning allowing no hits
or runs, and striking out two batters.

At the plate, Wilson went 1-4, with two runs
scored.. Cade Prestegard went 2-4 and Eli
Gipson 3-4, scoring twice with three RBlIs.

In game two, the Patriots won 4-3.

Ethan Muncher pitched three strong innings for
NW-SCC, allowing five hits, one run, one walk
and striking out three.

Cason Henry pitched three innings allowing five
hits, one run and two strikeouts.

Wilson went 1-3, with a run scored.

See, ‘NW-SCC BASEBALL,’ Page 14
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NW-SCC softhall has 2-2 week in ACCC play

Michael Rice
NW-SCC Sports Information Intern

The Northwest-Shoals Patriots varsity softball
team went 2-2 in four games in Alabama
Community College Conference play during the
week of March 6-11.

Coach Angel Brown's team was swept in a
March 6th doubleheader at Marion Military
Institute, 9-0 and 12-4.

In the opener, Katie Dawson and Jade
Roberson had one hit each, and Carley Hunter
drew a walk as Patriot batters were stifled by
Marion Military pitcher Kinley Bolton, who threw
a complete game shutout.

In game two, the Patriot offense came alive for
four runs. NW-SCC took a 1-0 lead in the first
inning before the Tigers plated three in the bot-
tom of the first.

Madalyn Scott went 2-3 with a double, RBI
and run scored to lead the Patriots' offensive
effort. Dawson (1-3) and Brooklyn Owens also
had one RBI apiece for NW-SCC.

The Patriots returned home March 11th for a
ACCC doubleheader with Calhoun Community
College. NW-SCC swept both games, winning
4-3 and 4-0.

In game one, Taylor Cameron threw 6.1
innings, giving up six hits, three earned runs
and nine strikeouts. Owens got the final two
outs to preserve the win for the Patriots.

The Patriots' offense was paced by Chloe
Handley, who went a perfect 3-3 with a double,
walk, RBI with two runs scored. Alyssa Brown
and Scott each had RBI hits and Scott drove in
a run on a sacrifice fly.

Brown (2-3) and freshman Emily Ahonen (2-3)
also had multi-hit games for the Patriots.

See, ‘SOFTBALL,’ page 13
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v Johns went 2-4 and scored twice. Neyland Baker went 2-2 with two
RBls.
M | ke M CLe a D D S On Friday, March 17th, Athens defeated Russellville 7-5.
ry, Coach Jess Smith's Golden Tigers (7-8) will host Lawrence County in

an area game Thursday, March 23rd at 4:30 p.m.
The Golden Tigers will travel to Moulton to face Lawrence County High

e Y School at 4:30.
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17-2, Mon.-Fri., Sun
fleat & 3 Veggies

$10.49 w/drink

Meat & 2 Veggies
$9.49 w/drink

4 Veg. Plate
$8.49 w/ drink

808 Ronnie McDowell Ave * Russellville

9:AMISATURDAY, MARCHI29TH

ESTATERUGTION

a1l GorHwy 34, Haleyville, AL

Trucks - Vehicles - School Buses - Farm Equipment

Trailers - Harnesses - Lumber - Mowers - Corral Panels
3 Utility B
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uiIdins - Household Items & Much More!!!
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CALL BEN PHILLIPS FOR MORE INFORMATION 256-T10-9683

Shane Albright Auctions
"’ Shane Albright Owner/ Broker/ Auctioneer AL#1569 TN#5431

Phone 256-757-8398 shanealbrigl

w 6508 US-72, Killen, Alabama 35645
Office Number: 256-757-8898
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It s 0 “ r c n 0 I c e In game two against Calhoun, Mycala Mitchell threw a complete game
gem, going seven

innings yielding only
three hits with three
strikeouts and 26 bat-
ters faced.

Mitchell received
offensive support from
Brown (2-2), Courtney
McGraw (2-3, double,
RBI) and Kailey
Armstrong (1-3, two
RBI, sacrifice fly).

Brown nominated

s PROFESSIONAL CETaLne = SR P
4 N L DURHEETIUN enamt ;m\‘\“ CVCCI? lpl?yer ames
= Skt eek. In four games,
Atthe scene of an accident or Brandon Seay Owner [P btes S
hreakdown, tell law enforcement 13365 Hwy. 243 team.
you wantMaN '[owing! Russellville Airport
We offer local pick up for service (256) 436-0465
& maintenance!

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the
editor, photos and other creative submissions to franklinfreep-
ress@yahoo.com. And don’t forget to visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net for updates on news and sports all
throughout the week!

\ J
TOWING & SERVICE CENTER

11833 Hwy 43 South ¢ Russellville, AL 35653

256.332.7279

FRANKLIN DISCOUNT

DRUGS

In Phil Camphell! 205-993-4554
Free localnelwerv'

Mon.-Fri. 9 6

3145 Hwy 237
Phil Campbeli

Next to Phil Campbell Owner/Pharmacist
High School Wes Mayfield

‘of l Im/mﬂdem
Insurance
' Agent

Wood-Thompson Insurance
130 North Jackson Ave * Russellville
Monday-Friday 8-5
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Pick up your FREE copy of the

LU I TE RS NN-See BASEBALL' from Page 11
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 4a - 7p Davis also went 1-3, scoring one run.

On March 14th, the Patriots faced Birmingham Southern College's Junior
Varsity squad. Coach David Langston's team took a lead in the eighth inning
when the P_atriots _sco'red two runs, and held on to earn a 4-2 win.

The Patriots' pitching staff was busy as four pitchers, Prestegard,

Muncher, Pace and Landon Leslie, threw one inning each. Leslie earned
FI SHING the win for NW-SCC, and Jacob Little was on the mound for three strong

innings.
SUPPLIES The Patriots traveled to Wadley, AL to face Southern Union Community
College in a doubleheader on Thursday, March 16th.
The Patriots defeated SUCC in game one, 4-3.
DELI Pfeifer was on the mound for the Patriots for seven innings. He allowed
seven hits, three runs, and struck out two to earn the complete game win.

The Patriots won the nightcap 13-3 with a dominant offensive perform-
I i arI]E(fie'Gipson had four RBI on three hits to lead the hit parade. Strachan went
@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates G’i\é\é\gr?CP?egltaetggrdSignrgrl]DSreir\:vtlr\]/IechS?r?eq[g inning, led by RBIs from Wilson,
The Patriots had 14 hits, with fi I joyi Iti-hit .
&< Ethanol-Free Gas Zach Hill started for the Pafriots and {hrew one inning, allowing two runs.
&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses
&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait
1 4545 AL 1 87 @ For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
Fm g F |
kU INI = N N [ _ J )\ |
Real Estate: Begins closing at 5:PM Tues., March 28th
Personal Property: Begins closing at 5:30PM Tues., March 28th

At the plate, Wilson went 2-4, with one RBI. Cole Strachan went 2-3, scor-
256-332-1324 ing one run and driving in_one. _ _ _
2-3 with a first inning RBI.
Pace came on in relief. He three four innings of two-hit baseball, giving up
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
Intersectlon of AL 24
DITCCETIVITT L ~ Bitl online at WWW.SHANEALBRIGHT.COM
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AL PHONE 256-757-8898 TN PHONE 931-762-5134
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Franklin BOE suspends Red Bay teacher for 20 days without pay

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Franklin County Board of Education approved a 20-day sus-
pension for a Red Bay Elementary School teacher at the board's
March 7, 2023, meeting.

Board members unanimously ratified a recommendation from
Superintendent Greg Hamilton to suspend Candi Fuller, a kinder-
garten teacher at RBES, without pay for 20 work days.

Neither Hamilton nor board attorney Danny McDowell would com-
ment on the reason for the suspension.

“As with this and all personnel actions, we have no public comment
on personnel matters,” McDowell said.

According to a source familiar with the matter, there was an allega-
tion in the fall of 2022 about a Red Bay Elementary teacher allegedly
using inappropriate disciplinary means on a student. According to the
source, who is a parent of a Red Bay student, the allegation was
made against a RBES kindergarten teacher.

The Franklin Free Press could not independently confirm whether
Fuller was the teacher involved in that incident.

In other agenda items at its March 7th meeting, the board:

--awarded a bid for Liquefied Petroleum Gas and equipment for
school buses to the lowest responsible bidder, Suburban Propane, at
bid price of $.55 markup per gallon.

--heard a report from Hamilton about damage from the March 3rd
severe weather incident.

“We had a significant amount of damage at Tharptown School,”
Hamilton said. “It includes our football concessions, baseball conces-
sions, and we lost one roof off a softball dugout and both baseball
dugout roofs, as well as damage to some of the trailers.

“We incurred some damage on the Red Bay ticket booth, at the

FREE Local Delivery
FREE Curbside Assistance

Mail Order Delivery*

softball field too. Our insurance adjusters are assessing the damage
now and getting a plan together going forward to get everything
repaired,” Hamilton added.

--approved personnel moves including:

--Resignation: Tanna Benford, Tharptown varsity basketball coach.

--Employment: Trinia Borden Waldrep, part-time custodian East
Franklin, rescinded action of January 19, 2023, board meeting
employing Angela Gilliland as temporary bus driver.

--FMLA Request: Barbara Garrett, CRNP Assistant for Phil
Campbell Schools, from January 22-April 24, 2023.

--Teacher Substitutes: Kathryn Bragwell, Jessica Bullard, Sherry
Cason, Krislyn Dodge, Casey Edwards, Jakelin Gonzalez, Amber
Hallman, Jessica Harper, Kasey June, Tierney Lewis, Ashley
McGuire, Julie Madden, Michelle Maddox, Krystal Mason, Addison
Page, Amy Rhodes, Ashley Richardson, Melissa Roberts, Rachael

Scott, Mallorie Simmons, Susan Strickland, April Tucker, Laura
Hodge, Christian Hill, Karen Nichols, Jamie Tepoel.
--Child Nutrition Program Substitutes: Mindy Parker, Shelly

Wellington.

--Volunteers: Abby Ward, volunteer track coach Vina High School
and Wanda Raper, volunteer softball coach VHS.

--New Hires 21st Century Community Learning Centers: Cimberlyn
Davis, Aide Phil Campbell and Elisabeth Lerch, teacher, Belgreen.

The next regular meeting of the Franklin County Board of Education
will be April 18, 2023, with work session at 5 p.m., and meeting to fol-
low.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Miranda Decker, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE

Comprehensive Adult
Health Care

Rus§e_llville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-1120

Mon-Thur
8-5

“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle”

256-332-5440
15255 Hwy 43
Russellville

EyeCare Professmnals
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Advertise with us! Call 256.668.2708 or 256.332.0255 | franklinfreepress.net

MOWING MASSAGE LANDSCAPING
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ez LAWN SERVICE SOMEONE You.

\
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MULCHING - CLEANING LEAVVIN‘G ez VIV, 1 Card Ava
‘ HEDGING & SHRUBS J EDGING / Reik Practﬂlon@% Spruc

PREDATOR 256-332-1561

N 73 Flippen St §
e/ PEST CONTROL o |
“\ “The Insect Predator” UNITS "ﬂWWMMBlE 4 Sunday: 11:00 - 12:00

(Egg;%?ﬁgosne A - , - ® Adult Sunday Schoal: 10:00 - 11:00
0 ¥isars Bombined Experiencs T TR ‘ - £ Everyone is invited to join us for

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405 Housing Authority this special time of worship.
(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055 Incorporated

PUBLIC SERVICE
BUCKLE UP! It Could Save Your Life]

". B~y T o T Ty e Personul ab, : franklinsheriff.org

A Weight Training - Abdominal Routine
Cardio and Flexibility Exercises
Nutritional Counseling

Rickey, Smith;

Franklin Cotmty Dlstnct Attorney 8-284[. Fitness Spec|aI|st

256 332 8870 256. 324 5975 I
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EXIT REALTY SHOALS
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