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Lake Cunningham
restoration loses 
millions in project
funding
SEE PAGE 4

Santa Clara 
County concealed
weapons applica-
tions skyrocket
SEE PAGE 4

Monterey Highway danger zone
San Jose to address safety concerns
along one of  the region’s deadliest

roads — SEE PAGE 13

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL REALTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

By Joseph Geha
San José Spotlight

L
ocal residents are speaking out
against plans for a Buddhist tem‐
ple in the Evergreen area over

concerns it will cause the neighbor‐
hood to be overrun with traffic and
noise.

The 13,900‐square‐foot Wat Khmer
Kampuchea Krom Temple is planned
for a 1.86‐acre vacant corner lot at the
intersection of Ruby and Norwood
avenues, which previously included a
home and dilapidated barn. While
neighbors say they are not opposed to
the Khmer community having a place
to worship, they don’t want the tem‐
ple near their homes.

Murali Pabbisetty’s home backs up
to the proposed temple site. He wor‐
ries the project is too big for the site
and will decrease pedestrian safety and
bring too many cars to the area that

could block the entrance to the cul‐de‐
sac where he lives.

“A lot of people walk here, a lot of peo‐
ple run, a lot of people bike,” Pabbisetty
told San José Spotlight. “(Drivers) are
going to run into people.” He also said
accidents already happen in the area
“regularly.”

Another homeowner along Ruby
Avenue, whose property sits in the mid‐
dle of where the temple is proposed,
refuses to sell. As a result, the project
will wrap around the home on three
sides.

Other neighbors are concerned about
the temple’s hours, from 7 a.m. to 10
p.m. during regular services, with
cleanup until midnight, city reports
show. Events could also have ampli‐
fied sound under city rules.

The San Jose Planning Commission
approved the project in February, and

See TEMPLE, page 15

Local residents say 
Buddhist temple will
bring traffic, noise

San Jose resident Murali Pabbisetty talks about his opposition to a Bud-
dhist temple project proposed for a lot that backs up to his home in Ever-
green. Photo by Joseph Geha. Below: A 13,900-square-foot Buddhist tem-
ple is proposed for a 1.86-acre vacant corner lot at the intersection of Ruby
and Norwood avenues, which previously included a home and dilapidat-
ed barn. Image courtesy of San Jose Planning Department.

Congressman
Jimmy Panetta
reaches out to
Evergreen Valley 
Congressman Jimmy Panetta
visits groups in Evergreen
including The American Sikhs
of the Evergreen Gurdwara
and Evergreen Valley College 

By Kevin Larsen
Times staff writer

E
very 10 years new congres‐
sional boundaries are redis‐
tricted.  

The new election of Jimmy
Panetta as a member of Congress
allows him to now help in some
neighborhoods once overseen by
Zoe Lofgren. 

Panetta took the initiative to be
proactive, reaching out to many
groups in the Evergreen Valley
community with face‐to‐face
meetings to discuss how his office

See PANETTA, page 20

12th annual Hola Mohalla 
Festival postponed to 
Sunday, April 30 

H
ola Mohalla, the largest community event in
Evergreen, has been postponed to April 30th
due to the inclement weather. 

The gathering will take place outside on the Gur‐
dwara Sikh Temple grounds and Community Cen‐
ter Sunday, April 30th from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in a
gesture of friendship and camaraderie

Editor’s note: The best way to enjoy the festival
is to park at Evergreen Valley High School or Car‐
olyn Clark Elementary School which will have shut‐
tles going and coming all day starting at 10 a.m.
The event is free and food is complementary. 

For more information visit: www.sanjosegurd‐
wara.org or contact Kirpal Atwal at (408) 835‐
7712. Stay connected and download the San Jose
Gurdwara App.

Spring has sprung
Evergreen photographer Wes Lee shot this photo of Montgomery Hill Park (located behind Evergreen
Valley College) on the first day of spring, March 21. 
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‘Good cause’ requirement
no longer in place

A
Supreme Court ruling last
summer changed two words,
starting a chain reaction

across the nation for who can
obtain a concealed carry weapons
permit. In Santa Clara County, it
means more residents will be able
to carry concealed weapons on the
streets.

The June 23, 2022 ruling struck
down previous regulations that
gave the Santa Clara County Sher‐
iff’s Office and other local author‐
ities the ability to deny gun permits
if applicants didn’t have “good
cause” to carry a firearm. With that
language gone, the sheriff’s office
has seen a flood of applications for
concealed carry weapons permits,
which allow individuals to carry
firearms in public places.

Spokesperson Sgt. Michael Low
said the sheriff’s office received 32
concealed carry weapons applica‐
tions from Jan. 1 to May 31 last
year. That number jumped dra‐
matically from June through the
end of 2022 after the court ruling,
with 378 applications. In 2021, the
office only received 32 applications
the entire year. The department
launched an online application por‐

tal in February and within a month
received hundreds of requests.

Santa Clara County Sheriff Bob
Jonsen said he anticipated the
increase. Prior to the ruling, the
county and California at large gen‐
erally took a “may issue” approach
to approving permits, he said. Now,
the county is more in line with a
“shall issue” approach, he said.

“It’s a natural progression for
people to say, ‘Hey, why not?’ and
throw in an application,” Jonsen
told San José Spotlight. “It is what
it is now, and that will make it a lit‐
tle more challenging to deny (per‐
mits) because that ‘good cause’
requirement is no longer in place.”

Jonsen said the county imple‐
mented alternatives to replace the
previous “good cause” measure,
including a required psychological
exam through a psychologist used
by the sheriff’s office and more gun
training hours. He said current
county policy also prohibits guns
in places that primarily sell alco‐
hol. Concealed weapons are also
not allowed in schools, airports,
courthouses and federal buildings.
Applicants need to go through a
criminal background check and
interview with the sheriff’s office,
according to the county sheriff’s
website.

John Donohue, a Stanford Law
School professor and gun policy
expert, said a rise in gun owner‐
ship correlates with a rise in vio‐
lent crime. A 2022 county report
revealed public sector responses
to gun violence cost the county $72
million annually.

“The evidence is now quite strong
that when the state does allow
more citizens to carry concealed
handguns, the net effect is harm‐
ful,” Donohue told San José Spot‐
light.

Santa Clara County has not
escaped such violence. San Jose
received national attention after
the May 2021 VTA mass shooting
during which a disgruntled employ‐
ee killed nine coworkers before
turning the gun on himself. This 

See WEAPONS, page 8

N O T E B O O K

SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COMPAGE 4 n EVERGREEN TIMES n MARCH 24 – APRIL 6, 2023

ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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Councilmembers vote 8‑3 to divert $3.2 mil‑
lion in funds into the public safety reserve 

By Jana Kadah
San José Spotlight

T
hings got heated at last week’s San Jose City
Council meeting when councilmembers reversed
a prior decision to use more than $3 million of

Measure T funds for the restoration of Lake Cun‐
ningham in East San Jose.

This week, councilmembers voted 8‐3 to divert the
remaining $3.2 million in funds from the environ‐
mental protection budget into the public safety reserve,
with Councilmembers Domingo Candelas, Peter Ortiz
and Omar Torres dissenting. 

The money was previously allocated in 2021 to help
improve Lake Cunningham’s water quality. Instead,
the funds will be transferred for infrastructure proj‐
ects like a new fire station. The councilmembers oppos‐
ing the decision argued the $3.2 million should be
used toward the lake’s restoration.

“There’s an environmental disaster on Lake Cun‐
ningham with regards to the water quality,” said Can‐
delas, who represents District 8 – Evergreen Valley.
“We need to fulfill our commitment to environmen‐
tal water quality projects as we promised to voters.
Simply shifting the environmental funds to leave in
the bank is not an action in good faith of the voters
or taxpayers.”

Voters passed Measure T, a $650 million disaster
preparedness bond, in the 2018 for road improvements,
emergency services and flood control. The environ‐
mental protection portion of the bond included near‐
ly $50 million for flood prevention and water quali‐
ty contamination, according to city documents. The
city used $46 million of those funds in a $93 million
land deal to purchase and preserve 972 acres of Coy‐
ote Valley, which left about $3.2 million. Coun‐
cilmembers Candelas, Ortiz and Torres wanted to use
these dollars to address the long‐ignored issues at
Lake Cunningham.

Residents once enjoyed the man‐made lake off Tully
Road for fishing and boating. Several years ago the
lake was declared an unsafe; feces‐and fungi‐filled
swamp after decades of neglect. Over the years, for‐
mer Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, who represented
the area, advocated for Measure T funding to clean
the lake. Candelas wants to follow in his predeces‐
sor’s footsteps. More than 300 residents sent letters
or spoke at the meeting in support of the lake’s restora‐

tion.
“I’m worried that it will be even more years before

we could see investments in Lake Cunningham,” Can‐
delas said. “This is one of the most disadvantaged
communities in San Jose, and if our equity conversa‐
tion is more than talk, this is the opportunity to show
it.”

Cleaning up the lake would be a massive undertak‐
ing. A recent study by city staff found it would take
anywhere from $3 million to $20 million to restore
the lake, depending on the level of infrastructure
restoration.

However, the council majority said it would be a mis‐
use of Measure T dollars.

“When we talk about the environmental component
of the measure, it was strictly and solely related to
Coyote Valley,” Councilmember Sergio Jimenez said.
“Lake Cunningham wasn’t part of that.”

Councilmember Arjun Batra, who formerly served
on the Measure T advisory committee that oversaw
how dollars were spent, said the money was meant
for disaster preparedness and public safety. To spend
it on anything else would be “disrespectful” to voters.

“The question we should be spending our time on
is how are we going to fund the rest of the money
needed to get these safety projects done?” Batra said.

The city is planning to build out four different fire
stations and three new facilities for the San Jose Police
Department. Councilmember David Cohen said because
it’s harder to get grant funding for public safety infra‐
structure projects than environmental projects, he
would rather see the dollars put in the public safety
reserve which acts as a bank for such projects.

“Economic challenges have changed since (the meas‐
ure passed) and so therefore I’m more concerned
about using any resources we have,” Cohen said. “I
think it’s prudent for us at this time to put everything
into the reserve for Measure T in general.”

Cohen also said $3.2 million is not enough to restore
Lake Cunningham for recreational use. He would
rather wait until the city has a better analysis on a
funding and restoration timeline. Candelas argued it’s
better for the city to invest in cleaning now because
it will make it easier to get state and federal grants,
as well as buy in from private investors.

“We have had conversations with our partners at
the federal and regional level. They’re aware of the
historical neglect, and they are ready to support
improvements,” Candelas said. “But that requires a
city to have skin in the game.”

Lake Cunningham in San Jose. Councilmembers voted on March 14, 2023 to reverse a previous decision to allocate millions
to restore the lake. Photo by Jana Kadah.

Lake Cunningham restoration loses funding

Santa Clara County concealed
weapons applications skyrocket

The Santa Clara County Sheriff's Office
has received hundreds of applications for
concealed carry weapons permits since
a June 2022 Supreme Court ruling. Photo
by Loan-Anh Pham.
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Times Health and Wellness

Ongoing Harvard study began in 1938
By Times Media staff writers

P
eople who cultivate connections fare
the best in retirement, according to Har‐
vard’s 85‐year happiness study.

Harvard researchers embarked on a study
in 1938 that continues to this day to find out:
What makes us happy in life?

The researchers gathered health records
from more than 720 people from all over the
world, asking detailed questions about their
lives at two‐year intervals.

As participants entered mid‐ and late‐life,
the Harvard Study often asked about retire‐
ment. Based on their responses, the No. 1
challenge people faced in retirement was not
being able to replace the social connections
that had sustained them for so long at work.

Retirees don’t miss working, they miss
the people

When it comes to retirement, we often
stress about things like financial concerns,
health problems and caregiving. But people
who fare the best in retirement find ways to
cultivate connections. And yet, almost no one
talks about the importance of developing
new sources of meaning and purpose. 

One participant, when asked what he
missed about being a doctor for nearly 50
years, answered: “Absolutely nothing about
the work itself. I miss the people and the
friendships.”

Leo DeMarco, another participant, had a
similar feeling: After he retired as a high
school teacher, he found it hard to stay in touch
with his colleagues.

“I need to work!” Keane told the researchers
at age 65. “Nothing too substantial, but I’m
learning that I just love being around people.”

To retire happy, invest in your rela‑
tionships now

Keane’s realization teaches us an impor‐
tant lesson not only about retirement, but
about work itself: We are often shrouded in
financial concerns and the pressure of dead‐
lines, so we don’t notice how significant our
work relationships are until they’re gone.

To create more meaningful connections,
ask yourself:

• Who are the people I most enjoy work‐
ing with?

• What kinds of connections am I missing
that I want more of? 

• How can I make connections happen?
• Is there someone I’d like to know better? 
• How can I reach out to more of my con‐

nections?
• If I’m having conflict with a coworker,

what can I do to alleviate it?
• What can I learn from my connections?
Every workday is an important part of our

personal experience, and the more we enrich
it with relationships, the more we benefit.
Work, too, is life!

85-year Harvard study on happiness found the 
No. 1 retirement challenge that ‘no one talks about’



Emmanuelle Pappas of
Evergreen makes Dean's
List at Adelphi University
in New York

Emmanuelle Pappas
of Evergreen Valley has
been named to Adelphi
University's Fall 2022
Semester Dean's List.

Pappas of San Jose was
among a select group of outstanding students
recognized by Adelphi's Deans of Arts and Sci‐
ences, Education and Health Science, Business,
Nursing and Public Health, Social Work and
Psychology for superior academic perform‐
ance. 

Pappas, a graduate of Silver Creek High School,
is working toward her Bachelor of Science
Degree in Nursing/Registered Nurse. 

The list comprises full‐time students‐regis‐
tered for 12 or more credits‐who have com‐
pleted at least nine graded credits who achieved
a GPA of 3.5 or above for the semester. 

Adelphi University, New York, is a highly
awarded, nationally ranked, powerfully con‐
nected doctoral research university dedicated
to transforming students' lives through small
classes with world‐class faculty, hands‐on learn‐
ing and innovative ways to support academic and
career success. Recognized as a Best College by

U.S. News & World Report, Adelphi is Long Island's
oldest private coeducational university. 

Chloe Chow of Evergreen
named to Dean's List at
Biola University

Chloe Chow of Ever‐
green Valley has been
named to the Dean's List
at Biola University for
fall 2022. 

Chow, a graduate of
Evergreen Valley High
School, is a Communication Sciences & Disorders
major and plans to become a pediatric Speech‐
Language Pathologist.

Biola students are placed on the dean's list
to honor those with a GPA of 3.6 or higher while
enrolled in 12 or more credits and whose cumu‐
lative GPA is at least 3.2.

“Inclusion in Biola University's Dean's List is
reserved for students who demonstrate excep‐
tional performance in their academic studies.
This honor signifies hard work, engagement,
and investment in scholarship," said Dr. Tama‐
ra Anderson, Associate Provost of Academic
Effectiveness and Administration. "These attrib‐
utes are the building blocks of continued suc‐
cess, not only in the classroom, but in the work‐
place and in the student's personal lives. 
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Times Local News

Weapons
Continued from page 4
followed on the heels of the 2019 Gilroy Garlic
Festival shooting that killed three and injured
more than a dozen people attending the annu‐
al festivities.

Margaret Petros, executive director of Moth‐
ers Against Murder, said gun violence has been
real for too long. Petros said she’s more con‐
cerned about tackling illegal gun use. San Jose
approved a ban on ghost guns in 2022, which
are homemade weapons without serial numbers,
making them difficult to trace. San Jose is also
the first city in the nation to require liability
insurance for gun owners.

According to a San Jose Police Department
spokesperson, San Jose also issues concealed

carry weapons permits to city residents and
currently has 136 applications pending as of
this year. In the past, SJPD only received a
handful of applications per year, the spokesper‐
son said.

“There’s violence with guns. It didn’t hap‐
pen overnight, it has increased over the past
two, three decades,” Petros told San José Spot‐
light. “(But) I honestly never worry about
someone who is carefully vetted, goes through
background checks, goes through training to
have a gun (and) is a law‐abiding citizen.”

Jonsen said the county is working through
a backlog of hundreds of applications.

“It’s a concerning time,” Jonsen said. “There
will be more (concealed carry weapons per‐
mits) issued throughout Santa Clara County
and hopefully these individuals will be extreme‐
ly responsible.”

Happy 100th Birthday Joe!

H
appy Birthday Joe R Arellano, Joe is the youngest of nine siblings, son to Doroteo & Brigi‐
da Arellano, married to Sara Arellano for 74 years, and is a father of three. He is a Grand‐
father, Great Grandfather, and Great Uncle. In 1943, he enlisted in the Air Force as a pri‐

vate at Branch Immaterial ‐ Warrant Officers in San Francisco, CA and was stationed in Italy with
the 15th Air Force until 1945 and received a Soldier Medal for his service.

Joe has been an inspiration to many, he takes pride in that he served his country during a chal‐
lenging time. Joe enjoys sharing old stories and he is the family historian. He thanks the man

upstairs for all his blessings. Thank you for your service Joe! #District8 #SanJosé #Community
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Times Community

Californians believe
they will live three
years above official
life expectancy
reveals study
50% expressed willingness to par‑
ticipate in enhanced lifespan drug
trials but 1 in 3 against people liv‑
ing forever

A
new study of 3,000 respondents by
HelloPharmacist has found that the
average Californian believes they

will live until the age of 84 – a full three
years above the state average of 81, and 6
years above the national life expectancy.
Turns out, the people in The Golden State
are among the most optimistic in America
about their longevity. 

When you delve a bit deeper, there are actu‐
ally several reasons that Californians may be
justified in being that confident of surpass‐
ing their state life expectancy: According to
data from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, the life expectancy in California
was 80.9 years in 2020, compared to the
national average of 78.7 years. 

California has a higher number of primary
care physicians, lower rates of smoking and
obesity, and a greater access to healthy food
options, which all contribute to a higher life

expectancy in the state. These factors, along
with the state's investments in medical
research and cutting‐edge medical tech‐
nologies, have resulted in a higher standard
of living and a longer life expectancy for Cal‐
ifornia residents.

Nationally, however, Americans predict
they will live for 2 years longer than the
average life expectancy of 78, at 80 years
old.

Broken down by state, HelloPharmacist
found that Rhode Islanders and Nevadans
were equally the most optimistic about their
longevity, saying they think they will live for
6 years above the state average (79.4 in
Rhode Island, and 78.1 in Nevada), thus liv‐
ing to a ripe old age of 85 and 84. And New
Mexicans were the least optimistic.

Drug trials
The study also uncovered intriguing

insights ‐ 50% of those surveyed expressed
their willingness to participate in drug tri‐
als as a guinea pig if it was said to double
their lifespan. This percentage appears sur‐
prisingly high as drug trials come with seri‐
ous inherent risks and challenges.

Over a third ‐ 38% ‐ say they take sup‐
plements and medications for the specific
purpose of living a longer life. However, it
should be noted that vitamin supplements
are not actually a proven way to increase
lifespan. While some studies have suggest‐
ed that certain vitamins, such as vitamin D
and vitamin E, may have some beneficial
effects on health and longevity, the majori‐
ty of research does not support the idea that
taking vitamin supplements will help peo‐
ple live longer.

By Matthew Frazier
Certified Water Manager

Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper
Qualified Stormwater Manager

Good morning and
happy rains! 

For those who have fol‐
lowed my entries in this
column, Water Wise, for
some time, you have like‐
ly encountered my men‐
tion of the clay soil of Santa
Clara Valley and the chal‐
lenges it poses to those of us who are active
and avid gardeners and landscapers. Slow to
infiltrate and percolate through our heavy soils,
water finds itself in a constant and unyielding
battle to reach the root systems of the plants
it encounters.

The structure of clay is such that when water
does make its way into the medium, it moves
elliptically and terrestrially throughout, cov‐
ering a larger surface area but not going as
deeply as its counterpart soil mediums such
as loam, silt, or sand. The structure of clay par‐
ticles is laminar and is hydrophobic by nature.
With water scarcity facing us here in the val‐
ley and beyond, the application of landscape
water is critical and crucial if we are to make
the very best use of this precious resource.

In earlier entries, I have mentioned the three‐
and‐three rule shared with me many years ago
by an irrigation professional which has res‐
onated with me and been the subject of many
subsequent conversations I have had with
clients and customers throughout San Jose and
Santa Clara Valley. Being in late winter now,
the rains have inundated us with an abundance

of rainwater which hopefully is being captured
and harvested for irrigation.

The laminar structure of our clay soil makes
it slow to infiltrate water and even slower for
this water to percolate down to the root sys‐
tems of our plants. I have since made some
adjustments to the irrigation schedules at my
own home and those of my clients, as their
water manager. For now, I have advised my
clients and customers to leave their irrigation
systems off while checking the three‐day weath‐
er forecasts nightly to see how our conditions
change hour to hour and day to day.

Given the laminar structure of our clay soil
and the hydrophobic nature of this clay soil,
and especially with residues from salt‐based
fertilizers and herbicides, it is critical that we
capture and harvest this precious rainwater
and apply it slowly over a longer period of time.
Using a three‐inch layer of compost and a one‐
inch layer of mulch in this rainy weather is
optimal. A seasoned landscape professional
will substantiate this advise and is hopefully
implementing this practice as we speak.

In conclusion, I advise each and all to keep
a close watch on the wetting patterns of these
rains on the irrigation zones of your gardens
and landscapes with special attention to the
abundance and duration of the rain events. As
a Qualified Stormwater Manager, I see vast
opportunities for making good use of this rain‐
water and stormwater for irrigation from non‐
potable sources. 

Best wishes with your irrigation and look‐
ing forward to hearing from you. 

To comment on this column, you may reach
Matthew Frazier, Certified Water Manager, via
email: kitchenfrazier@hotmail.com

The challenge of clay laminar
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$2 million grant from the U.S.
Department of Transportation

By Tran Nguyen
San José Spotlight

C
ongressmembers Zoe Lofgren, Anna
Eshoo and Jimmy Panetta announced
San Jose will receive a $2 million grant

from the U.S. Department of Transporta‐
tion to help convert Monterey Road from a
highway into a boulevard in an effort to make
it safer. 

The grant is part of the federal agency’s
$185 million investment to help cities improve
roadway infrastructure. San Jose is among
45 cities that received funding.

City officials said the money will fund a
design study that would reconstruct Mon‐
terey Road, increase pedestrian accessibili‐
ty, and build out dedicated transit lanes and
protected bike lanes, among other safety
measures. 

Monterey Road, an important transit cor‐
ridor running through San Jose, has a dead‐
ly history in the South Bay. Once part of the
El Camino Real in 1700s, the 9.6‐mile stretch
from Keyes Street to Metcalf Road has become
increasingly dangerous in the past few
decades, officials said.

The road currently has six lanes with vehi‐
cles going as fast as 50 mph. It also lacks side‐
walks and crossings at intersections. Between
2019 and March 2022, San Jose recorded 42
deaths and severe injuries on Monterey Road.
The street, known among locals as “Blood
Alley,” also saw more than 350 minor injuries
and about 480 collisions over the same time
period, according to city data.

A previous San José Spotlight analysis of
the city data shows Monterey Road is the
deadliest road in the city. The intersection of
Monterey Road and Curtner Avenue record‐
ed four traffic‐related fatalities between 2017
and 2021.

“With high vehicle speeds, missing side‐
walks, and a lack of safe crossings, the road
is both hazardous and divides adjacent com‐
munities,” the congressmembers said in a
joint statement. “We welcome investments
that will help transform this corridor so pedes‐
trians and drivers alike stay safe and areas
downtown are connected.”

Councilmember Bien Doan, who represents
the area, said the $2 million is essential to
start addressing longtime safety concerns.
As a former fire captain, Doan has seen first‐
hand countless traffic collisions on Monterey
Road.

“This will help us study and understand

how we can create a slower and safer street
for pedestrians, bicyclists and drivers,” Doan
told San José Spotlight. “And not only that,
we need to beautify the Monterey corridor
with more landscaping.”

The federal grant comes as San Jose is scram‐
bling to address a record number of traffic
fatalities. During the last decade, traffic deaths
more than doubled from 29 in 2010 to 60 in
2021. The city saw a record high with 65
deaths in 2022. San Jose has identified 17
most dangerous streets in the city, the major‐
ity of which are on the East Side, through an
initiative called Vision Zero. Officials adopt‐
ed the Vision Zero initiative in 2015 to ana‐
lyze traffic data and eliminate deaths through
safety programs.

City officials have worked on various piece‐
meal solutions along Monterey Road and sur‐
rounding streets over the years. The city spent
roughly $1 million last year on Senter Road,
a nearby busy and dangerous street, to paint
the intersections and install plastic barriers
to slow down traffic, among other safety
measures. San Jose also received $10 million
in state funding last August for more street
lights, bike lanes and other protective meas‐
ures around Senter Road. Last year on Mon‐
terey Road, San Jose installed pedestrian
median fences, cameras and other safety
measures. City officials hope to upgrade dam‐
aged guardrails along Monterey Road this

summer.
Colin Heyne, spokesperson for the city’s

transportation department, said the city
expects to start the study by the end of the
year. San Jose is planning a number of pub‐
lic engagement opportunities for residents
to weigh in on the new design, he added.

Doan said San Jose will need more funding
from the state and federal government to
fully transform Monterey Road.

“This is going to be expensive,” he said.
“We’re doing the best that we can with the
budget we have, but we’ll have to push for
more funding.”
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San Jose Police arrest
man they say used
explosives to damage
PG&E transformers

S
an Jose police have arrested a man
last week for allegedly having explo‐
sive materials at a home in the city

that may have been used to attack PG&E
transformers.

Peter Karasav, 35, was arrested in the 600

block of Potomac Court and investigators
said they found explosive materials at this
home where possible narcotics activity has
been occurring. Federal agents were called
in to assist in the investigation, including the
FBI. 

Police said Friday that the investigation
began following an explosion early on the
morning of Dec. 8 that damaged a trans‐
former in the 5000 block of Thornwood Drive
in South San Jose. 

A second transformer was reported dam‐
aged in an explosion early on the morning
of Jan. 5 in the 6000 block of Snell Avenue.

San Jose gearing up to address safety concerns along one of the region’s deadliest roads
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Animal shelters
and nonprofits
face uphill climb

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

A
nimal shelters and rescue organizations
are turning to the community for help in
addressing the overpopulation of cats and

dogs.
Representatives from these groups spoke at

the Feb. 13 Almaden Valley Community Asso‐
ciation meeting to encourage residents to spay
and neuter pets, as well as adopt, foster or vol‐
unteer to help care for homeless animals.

There are an estimated 125,000 homeless
cats in Santa Clara County and cats make up
two‐thirds of the animals in shelters, accord‐
ing to the Town Cats website. To break the
breeding cycle, animal shelters and their part‐
ners favor a Trap‐Neuter‐Return approach,
where cats are trapped, spayed or neutered and
returned to their original locations.

“Overpopulation breeds suffering,” said Kim
McIntyre, director of the St. Francis Animal Pro‐
tection Society. “Unfixed animals and limited low‐
cost services mean more dogs and cats than
there are homes and resources to ensure the
quality of life for each,” she said.

McIntyre said the halt of non‐essential vet‐
erinary services like spaying and neutering dur‐
ing the height of the pandemic further exacer‐
bated the problem.

St. Francis Animal Protection Society helps
unhoused people care for their pets. In order
to be eligible for housing where pets are allowed,

people have to show proof of ownership, and
vaccination and spay/neuter records. In the
past year, the society fixed 100 animals and
held numerous vaccine clinics at encampments.

“By helping the animals, we’re also helping
the people,” McIntyre said. “We hope it relieves
some of the strain from the shelters.” 

Jay Terrado, deputy director of San Jose Ani‐
mal Care and Services, said as cat and kitten
intake increases during kitten season in March,
the animal shelter will need to find adoptive or
foster homes for them and are depending on
its rescue partners for assistance. The animal
shelter has many large dogs also in need of
homes, he said. 

Pre‐pandemic, San Jose Animal Care and Serv‐
ices took in more than 18,000 animals annual‐
ly, including rabbits. During the past year, it
took in 15,632 animals. Of these, 1,494 cats and
1,074 dogs were adopted. Others were returned
to owners, transferred, released after being
spayed/neutered or died. In 2022, the animal
shelter worked with over 90 rescue organiza‐

tions and transferred over 5,400 animals to its
partners.

Terrado said although the animal shelter wants
to do trap and return spay and neutering serv‐
ices five to seven days a week, it faced staffing
issues last year and continues to have two vet‐
erinarian vacancies. Working with partners, it
has completed 119 spay or neuter surgeries
since January. Pre‐pandemic, in 2018‐19, it com‐
pleted more than 1,000 spay and neuter sur‐
geries per quarter, with a total of 5,640 for the
year. 

Terrado said one of San Jose Animal Care and
Services goals is to reduce the length of time
the animals it cares for stay. He said shelter
overpopulation affects the mental and emo‐
tional well‐being of animals.

“There are a lot of pets in our shelter right
now that need more support when it comes to
their behavior, but it’s not something we can
address,” he said, “…because the shelter is a
stressful place for many of the animals we take
in.”

San Jose Animal Care and Services is hoping
to increase adoptions through postings on social
media. It accepts financial donations as well as
animal supplies like pet food, dog crates, blan‐
kets and newspapers.

“We definitely need more support from our
community,” Terrado said. “We cannot do this
alone.” 

Vanessa Forney created Bay Area Cats to
decrease the number of unfixed cats in the com‐
munity. The organization helps with low‐cost
spaying and neutering and connects people with
resources. 

Forney said Trap‐Neuter‐Return is the humane
way to control community cat populations. She
said cats can reproduce as early as four‐months‐
old and as often as every two to three months.
One unspayed female can result in 200 to 400

cats in a couple of years, she said. 
Kittens and their mothers should be taken to

shelters for Trap‐Neuter‐Return, she said, but
feral kittens less than four weeks old should be
left for their mothers to care for if they’re clean,
healthy and not in danger. 

Dinah Hayse, a volunteer with the Dancing
Cat adoption lounge and founder of District 10’s
Community Cats Working Group, said one of
biggest reasons for people giving up their pets
to shelters is landlords not allowing pets.  

“Help somebody have a place to live and keep
their pets with them,” she said. “As a tenant, make
sure pets are on your lease. Please don’t go
adopt an animal if you aren’t allowed to.” 

Hayse said another cause of animal surren‐
der is a family member dying. She recommends
people plan ahead as to who will take care of
their pets. She suggests pet owners set aside
savings for medical emergencies or get pet insur‐
ance and have their animals microchipped. 

“A microchip can make a difference in an ani‐
mal having a long shelter stay versus going back
to its owner who loves it,” McIntyre added.

Jay Terrado, deputy director of San Jose Animal Care
and Services, said the animal shelter needs to find
adoptive or foster homes for its cats and dogs.

Kim McIntyre, director of the St. Francis Animal Pro-
tection Society, said overpopulation of cats and dogs
breeds suffering.



Temple
Continued from page 1
the City Council is set to weigh giving final approval to the
project—which would include rezoning the property for
public use—on March 28.

Lyna Lam, head of the A Khmer Buddhist Foundation that
is backing the project, said the local Khmer community is
a small population that settled in San Jose after spending
years in refugee camps while fleeing wars and genocide
in Vietnam and Cambodia.

“A temple is really the center of the community for Cam‐
bodians. It’s not just a religion for us, we go there to sup‐
port each other,” Lam told San José Spotlight.

She said the new temple is needed because the existing
one in a nearby converted home doesn’t adequately serve
the needs of the local Khmer community. Lam is married
to Bay Area tech billionaire Chris Larsen, and the couple
is funding the foundation.

Temple touted as community benefit
Eight monks will live on the property full time, and the

temple will be allowed to have a maximum of 300 visitors
at any one time, plus event staff, custodians and security.

Erik Schoennauer,
a lobbyist working
for the project, said
special events or
holidays will draw
the maximum num‐
ber of people al‐
lowed like other
faith centers. But
worship services
during the week
will have about 20
people attending, while weekends might see about 50 peo‐
ple, he said.

The developer will add new sidewalks, curbs and gut‐
ters, and will build a traffic calming circle at the intersec‐
tion on behalf of the city, footing a portion of that bill.

The site will have 67 parking spaces, and backers said
they are planning to work with other temples and schools
nearby to accommodate overflow valet parking when need‐
ed. The developer downsized the project by 25% and elim‐
inated plans for a 40,000‐square‐foot underground park‐
ing garage in response to resident concerns, Schoennauer
said.

Lam said the temple should be in this neighborhood
because it is close to where the local Khmer population
lives. She told San José Spotlight there are some neighbors
who likely will never support the project.

“I do believe that once it’s done, they’ll find it absolute‐
ly beautiful and it will actually make the neighborhood
better,” Larsen said.

Michael Gabler, president of the Norwood Neighborhood
Association, said he opposes the project.

“This is the right project in the wrong location. It really
is a square peg in a round hole,” he said.

But not all neighbors have an issue with the temple.
Andre Robitaille, 33, who lives across the street from the

proposed temple, supports it. With a temple so close to
home, he said he’d be more likely to visit and learn about
another culture.

“There’s a lot of other faiths around here that have tem‐
ples, why would it be out of the ordinary to have a Bud‐
dhist temple?” he told San José Spotlight.

Mike Hang, a Cambodian resident, said he’s excited to
have a temple that reflects his culture and beliefs.

“I believe this temple will provide a great resource as an
education center for my three children who are attending
nearby schools and other Khmer people around the area,”
he said.

Planning Commissioner Chuck Cantrell said the ques‐
tion before the city is about land use, not religion. He said
neighbors in the area should try to invite the temple into
their community with their hearts, just before he cast a
vote to approve the project.
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Wow! 3672 meals for the hungry!

The developer downsized 
the project by 25% and
eliminated plans for a
40,000‑square‑foot
underground parking
garage in response to
resident concerns.
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Mayor Mahan launches city 
housing, homelessness program
dashboard to improve transparency

By William Bellou
Publisher

S
an Jose Mayor Matt Mahan has announced the launch
of a new dashboard on the City’s website showcas‐
ing San José’s homelessness programs and funding. 

The dashboard was created so the public, policymakers,
oversight agencies, non‐profit partners, and the media
have easy access to homelessness data in San Jose. Avail‐
able data specific to the dashboard includes funding sources,
expenditures, outcomes of San José’s direct spending on
permanent and transitional housing, emergency shelter,
homelessness prevention, and related services to improve
transparency and understanding of how public money is
being spent. 

Mayor Mahan first proposed the dashboard while he was
a Councilmember in District 10, in December 2022, along

with former Mayor Sam Liccardo, former Vice Mayor Chap‐
pie Jones (District 1), and current Councilmember David
Cohen (District 4). 

“We can’t expect to solve our residents’ most pressing
problems if City Hall isn’t measuring the results of our
work.,” said San José Mayor Matt Mahan. “This is an impor‐
tant step towards the real‐time, fully transparent data that
policymakers and residents need to see in order to track
our progress in reducing the level of street homelessness
in San José.”

San José has increased its stock of emergency‐interim
housing communities and deployed other successful re‐
housing efforts including a hotel/motel voucher program,
bridge housing safe‐parking, rental assistance, and more.
However, despite all of these solutions more needs to be
done to bring all of our most vulnerable residents off the
streets. 

The dashboard will be updated regularly and focus on
outcomes such as the number of people the city has served,
how they received resources, and how many have stayed
housed. 

By Mayor Matt Mahan

L
ast week, I traveled to Sacra‐
mento to stand alongside a bipar‐
tisan group of big‐city mayors

and state legislators in the
fight for conservatorship
reform bills authored by
Senator Susan Eggman. 

These bills would help
ensure that our most vul‐
nerable residents suffer‐
ing from severe mental ill‐
ness get the care that they
need. You can watch the
entire press conference
on YouTube, but I’ll pro‐
vide a brief summary in
this letter and I hope you
will also take a moment
to watch my conversation
with Kathryn, the mother
of a son suffering from
serious mental illness, below. 

The backstory to the mental health
crisis we see on our streets every day
starts in the 1960s with a well‐intend‐
ed reform that failed. At the time, many
Californians were concerned about the
number of people who were held
against their will in mental health insti‐
tutions and the potential for violations
of individuals’ civil liberties. And not
without reason, as many of these facil‐
ities were underfunded and our under‐
standing of mental illness was not what
it is today. Many voters also felt that
mental health care could be better
managed through a more decentral‐
ized system of community‐based solu‐
tions. 

Growing calls for reform led to the
passage of the Lanterman‐Petris‐Short
(LPS) Act in 1967, which significant‐
ly curtails the state’s ability to compel
individuals into mental health insti‐
tutions. As the state “de‐institutional‐
ized” (or began to shut down mental
health hospitals, including Agnews

here in San Jose, which many of you
may remember), what should have
been a shift in funding to alternative
solutions never fully took place – nor

did those solutions work
in the toughest cases with‐
out the ability to compel
care. From this time to
today, our mental health
care system went from
having over 300 psychi‐
atric beds per 100,000
residents down to just 12
beds per 100,000 resi‐
dents today. 

The result is a system
that allows far too many
individuals suffering from
serious mental illnesses
to slip through the cracks,
even when their family
members fight to get them

into care. While not the only or even
the main cause of homelessness, we
have all witnessed how this failure has
contributed to the crisis today. 

Almost daily, concerned residents
ask me why the man yelling on the
corner, running into traffic and living
outside is not given the help he needs.
I am asked by loved ones why their
pleas for care go unanswered as they
file the 6th missing persons report
attempting to lift their family mem‐
ber in extreme mental distress out of
homelessness. I hear from our police
officers that they have arrested some‐
one for the 16th time this year – but
they don’t believe she can even tell
right from wrong. 

Thanks to Senator Susan Eggman
(who is also one of the CARE court
authors), we have the opportunity to
support legislation like Senate Bill 43
(SB43) that will help us fill in the
cracks. 

SB43 ensures conservatorship court
proceedings can consider vital testi‐

mony about an individual’s circum‐
stances and history from healthcare
professionals and clarifies the defini‐
tion of “gravely disabled” – the thresh‐
old needed for consideration of a pub‐
lic conservatorship – to include peo‐
ple whose severe mental health or sub‐
stance abuse issues prevent them from
meeting their basic needs. As you’ll
hear below from Kathryn, this legis‐
lation could have saved her family
years of heartbreak. 

Conservatorships are the last line of
defense. No one wants to take legal
responsibility for another’s well being
without compelling justification. But,
for families like Kathryn’s and neigh‐
bors suffering on our streets without
loved ones to advocate for them, we
have a moral obligation to demand
better from our system and facilitate
their recovery. 

Taking action now will help our
entire community. I hope you stand
with me as I advocate for our state to
provide life‐saving care to those in
need. You can sign up right here to let
us know you’d like to stay updated on
the issues and do what you can to help. 

Editor’s note: You may send your com‑
ments and suggestions to Mayor Matt
Mahan via email: mayoremail@san‑
joseca.gov, or call 408‑535‑4800

Bills aim to help vulnerable 
residents get mental illness care

From the
Mayor
Matt Mahan

Mayor, San Jose



SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COMPAGE 16 n EVERGREEN TIMES n MARCH 24 – APRIL 6, 2023

EvergreenTim
esReal Estate

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240

JACKIE 
JONES

(408) 315-6186
www.jackiejonessells.com

jjones@cbnorcal.com

Ev
er

gr
ee

nT
im

es
Re

al
 Es

ta
te

SHAWN 
ANSARI

shawn.ansari@compass.com
www.ShawnAnsari.com

DRE #01088988

(408) 529-4574

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

Your Realtor
Ad Here: 
Just $89!

Call now to place your ad 
by phone: (408) 494-7000

Times Feature

Tech Jargon of the week

Data Classification
By Shubhi Asthana

H
ave you ever stumbled into
a conversation where every‐
one is speaking around this

“techie” word – and even after you’ve
broken in, it is difficult to under‐
stand the unfamiliar jargon and acronyms? Well, there’s
no need to sweat it. Let me teach you the meaning of
some commonly used tech words:

Data Classification
Data classification is the process of organizing data

into categories that make it easy to retrieve, sort and
store for future use.

A well‐planned data classification system makes
essential data easy to find and retrieve. This can be of
particular importance for risk management, legal dis‐
covery, and compliance. Written procedures and guide‐
lines for data classification policies should define what
categories and criteria the organization will use to
classify data and specify the roles and responsibilities
of employees within the organization regarding data
stewardship. Once a data‐classification scheme has
been created, security standards that specify appro‐
priate handling practices for each category and stor‐
age standards that define the data's lifecycle require‐
ments need to be addressed.

Purpose of data classification
On top of making data easier to locate and retrieve,

a carefully planned data classification system also
makes essential data easy to manipulate and track.
While some combination of all the following attrib‐
utes may be achieved, most businesses and data pro‐

fessionals focus on a particular goal when they approach
a data classification project. The most common goals
include but are not limited to the following:

• Confidentiality. A classification system that values
confidentiality above other attributes will mostly focus
on security measures, including user permissions and
encryption.

• Integrity of data. A system that focuses on data
integrity will require more storage, user permissions
and proper channels of access.

• Availability of data. When security and integrity
do not need to be perfected, it is easiest to make data
more easily accessible to users.

Importance of data classification
Data classification is a way to be sure that a com‐

pany or organization is compliant with company, local
or federal guidelines for data handling and a way to
improve and maximize data security.

Examples of data classification

Several different category lists can be applied to the
information in a system. These lists of qualifications
are also known as data classification schemes. One way
to classify sensitivity categories might include class‐
es such as secret, confidential, business‐use only and
public. An  organization might also use a system that
classifies information as based on the type of quali‐
ties it drills down into. For example, types of infor‐
mation might be content info that goes into the files
looking for certain characteristics. Context‐based clas‐
sification examines applications, users, geographic
location, or creator info about the application. User
classification is based on what an end user chooses to
create, edit, and review.

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in your com‑
ments or feedback to the author at shub.saxen@
gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works as a Research Sen‑
ior Software Engineer at the IBM Almaden Research
Center, San Jose.
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Times Community

IN MEMORY

Agnes
Fontaine
10/10/1917 – 

03/01/2023

A
gnes M. Fontaine, who
was born October 10th,
1917 in San Jose, went

home to be with the Lord on
March 1, 2023 at the age of 105.  

Agnes was preceded in death
by her loving husband of 72
years, George F. Fontaine Sr,
who passed in 2009. Agnes is
survived by her three children:
George Fontaine Jr of Sonora,
CA, Maureen A. Bell (Ron Bell)
of Fallbrook, CA, and Janis
Fontaine Christie of San Jose,
CA.

Agnes was blessed to have the love of six
grandchildren: Jeff Fontaine (Doreen) of
San Jose, CA, Craig Fontaine of Draper, Utah,
Brian Fontaine of Redding, CA., Dave Bell
(Beth) of Laguna Niguel, CA, Keri Christie
of San Jose, and Shannon Christie of Santa
Clara.

Agnes is also survived by 10 great grand‐
children, and two great‐great grandchil‐

dren. Agnes was dearly loved and will be
missed by cousins, numerous nieces,
nephews, great‐nieces, great nephews,
neighbors and friends who knew her as lov‐
ing, strong in mind and body, and deeply
devoted to her family.

Visitation service will be held on Thurs‐
day, March 30th at Oak Hill Funeral Home
at 1 p.m.‐8 p.m. A private burial for imme‐
diate family members will be held on Fri‐
day, March 31.
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Opera San José unveils
line-up for 2023–24 season
40th anniversary season includes 
premiere, new productions, role
debuts, and virtual production

By William Bellou
Publisher

O
pera San José General Director Shaw‐
na Lucey has unveiled plans for the com‐
pany’s gala 40th anniversary season,

which will celebrate the organization’s illus‐
trious past, innovative present, and exciting
future. 

The 2023‐24 season (September 9 – May 5)
will feature four mainstage productions at the
majestic California Theatre in downtown San
José. 

“We are proud to announce two brand‐new
productions and the revival of two beloved
classics,” Lucey said. “These operas will rep‐
resent the very best of OSJ, featuring artist
debuts that introduce Bay Area audiences to
the stars of tomorrow, as well as an impor‐
tant Bay Area Premiere of Daniel Catán’s mas‐
terpiece, Florencia en el Amazonas.” 

Lucey also announced plans to maintain
Opera San José’s international digital pres‐
ence, utilizing its state‐of‐the‐art Heiman Dig‐
ital Media studio to produce works offered to
audiences around the world, including a dig‐
ital workshop of a new opera.

The season launches with Lucey directing
an all‐new production of Gounod’s Romeo and
Juliet, with a diverse cast of rising young artists
making their role debuts (Sept. 9 – 24, 2023),
followed by a family‐friendly romp with Rossi‐
ni's The Barber of Seville (Nov. 11 – 26, 2023)

that will feature opera star Dale Travis. 
The 40th Season continues with a thrilling

revival of Verdi’s Rigoletto (Feb. 17 – Mar. 3,
2024), followed by the Bay Area Premiere of
the stunning magical‐realism opera Florencia
en los Amazonas by Mexican composer Daniel
Catan (April 20 – May 5, 2024). 

Opera San José also announces a planned
digital workshop of the new opera Zheng, com‐
posed by Shinji Eshima with a libretto by Tony
Asaro, based on the life of San Francisco mezzo‐
soprano Zheng Cao (Fall 2023, dates to be
announced.) 

For more information or to purchase sub‐
scriptions ($150–$585) the public can visit
operasj.org or call (408) 437‐4450 (open Mon‐
day through Friday, 9:00am–5:00pm). Sub‐
scriptions, including an all‐new FLEX four‐
pack, are on sale now; single tickets will go
on sale on July 1, 2023.

Opera San Jose presents a family-friendly pro-
duction of Rossini's "The Barber of Seville," Nov.
11 – 26, 2023 at the California Theatre. Seen here:
OSJ's 2011 production of "The Barber of Seville."
Photo by Bob Shomler



Panetta
Continued from page 1
can help communities, including The Villages
Golf and Country Club, Yerba Buena, Silver
Creek, Lake Cunningham Park, Almaden Val‐
ley, Coyote Valley, Monterey, all the way down
to San Luis Obispo and more, are now being
newly represented by Panetta. 

Panetta visits with the Sikhs  
On Sunday, March 5, Panetta took the time

to visit with the leadership group of the
American Sikhs at the San Jose Gurdwara,
have tea, and make many key statements
which resonated well with those in atten‐
dance.  

“It’s our job and it’s my goal to make gov‐
ernment work for the people,” Panetta said.
“We will try our best to be that bridge from
federal government back here to our 19th
district. I try to be a very ‘local’ Congress
member and I show up!”

Bob Dhillon, President of the San Jose Sikh
Gurdwara stated, "Jimmy Panetta reached
out to us which was very appreciated.  We
value the way he is very accessible and will‐
ing to help on any issues regarding the fed‐
eral government."

Positive track record
Those attending the Panetta talk came

away with the impression that the con‐
gressman has an in‐depth understanding on
how the Federal Government can help com‐
munities. At the American Sikhs meeting he
stated in a down to earth way that his role
was to stay in the framework of what the
Federal Government can do to help the local

area. 
His website states, “Having grown up on

the central coast of California, Representa‐
tive Panetta understands the importance of
giving back to the community and country
that gave his Italian immigrant grandparents,
his family, and him so much opportunity.
He was instilled with a sense of public serv‐
ice and its importance to our communities
and democracy and his work is reflective of
the values of the people who entrusted him
to be their voice in our nation’s capital.”

Active duty in Afghanistan
In 2007, Congressman Panetta volunteered

for active duty and was deployed to
Afghanistan in support of Operation Endur‐
ing Freedom and was awarded the Bronze
Star for meritorious service. The experience
has strengthened his zeal for communica‐
tions.

During his time in Congress, Representa‐
tive Panetta has fought for affordable hous‐
ing, immigration reform, the continued pro‐
tection of coastlines, accessible health care,
agriculture industry including farmers and
farmworkers, the reduction of gun violence, a
fairer tax code, major infrastructure invest‐
ment, sustainable conservation practices, mil‐
itary installations and security, and benefits
to our veterans. 

Through policy implementation in Con‐
gress and service to constituents, Panetta
remains committed to being that bridge for
the people of California’s 19th Congression‐
al District to the federal government and its
resources.  During the COVID‐19 pandemic, he
secured $1.4 billion in relief for communities

Continued, next page
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Continued from previous page
and families in California’s 19th
Congressional District and ensured
relief was available for schools, local
small businesses, as well as farm‐
ers and farmworkers.  Panetta has
passed into law legislation to pro‐
mote clean energy, protect Cali‐
fornia’s forests and pollinators, sup‐
port frontline health care workers,
tackle hunger among military fam‐
ilies, and provide legal services to
homeless veterans and veterans at
risk for homelessness.

Panetta statement regarding
redistricting

“It’s an honor to be the U.S. Rep‐
resentative for the Evergreen neigh‐
borhood as well as the many other
neighborhoods of south San Jose
that now lie in California’s 19th
Congressional District due to the
recent redistricting,” Panetta said.
“As the Congressman for this part
of San Jose, I have been showing up
in many of its communities, meet‐
ing with my constituents, listening,
and learning how best to serve them
at the federal level.  My recent
roundtable meeting with the Sikh
community was my fourth visit to
the Gurdwara. That morning, I was
at a meeting with some of San Jose’s
state assembly members, county
supervisors, and city council mem‐
bers.  The day before, I held office
hours at Evergreen Valley Com‐
munity College for three and a half
hours.  During that time, I met with
nearly 30 constituents for one‐on‐
one meetings and heard their con‐
cerns, which I will put into action
to figure out how the federal gov‐
ernment can best serve them.  I
then visited Lake Cunningham with
Evergreen Councilman Domingo
Candelas to discuss the opportu‐
nities for federal funding to improve
that invaluable asset in our com‐
munity.  I also have visited the Ever‐
green Islamic Center on several
occasions, conducted a ride‐along
with the San Jose Police, and held
townhalls in the Evergreen neigh‐
borhood.”  

Panetta continued: “As a U.S. Rep‐
resentative for the past six years
and now as the U.S. Representative
for the 19th Congressional District,
I’ve found that I can best serve my
constituents by providing person‐
al service through case work at the
local level, providing federal fund‐
ing for local projects, and fighting
for legislation that bolsters our val‐
ues and benefits the future of our
communities. The only way to pro‐
vide that type of service from the
federal government is by ensuring
that I can talk directly to the peo‐
ple in my district.  Those conver‐
sations also give me the opportu‐
nity to explain our 19th Congres‐
sional District that stretches from
south San Jose, to up over the hills
into Santa Cruz County, down the
Monterey County coastline, all the
way to northern San Luis Obispo

County.  We live in a very large,
diverse, and dynamic congressional
district.  That also means that I have
a lot of driving to do up and down
Highways 101 and 1.  However,
when I’m not working in our
nation’s capital, I am committed to
being in the neighborhoods and
communities of our district as much
as possible.  By showing up and lis‐
tening, I believe I can best serve the
people of our 19th Congressional
District as their U.S. Representa‐
tive.” 
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On Sunday, March 5, Panetta took the time to visit with the leadership
group of the American Sikhs at the San Jose Gurdwara, 
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEver-
green.Com
408 274 1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEver-
green.com. Christian

worship every Sunday at
11am. Together we build
better lives and a better
community.
Music Institute (408)791
7772. After School
Piano, Violin, Other clas-
sical Instruments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child with
God’s love and affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,

intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-

age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk
the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship at
one of the following times
and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete 

programs for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or
just need some supplemental instruction to improve your driving

skills, we are just the school for you! We believe Advantage Driving
School offers a great combination of experienced driving instructors

and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182;

Email: info@advantagedriversed.com
Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Jewelry

Clocks

Employment

TimesClassifieds

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database
Administrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with
architects of different engineering/application teams to engineer com‐
plex technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities. Imple‐
ment and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server, database
consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unanticipated client
sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home is an option.
Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher
in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Quali-
ty materials & professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663
Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-
ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-650-383-1785

Notices

Garden
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