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Students can better manage their time with these tips

Many people have a lot of de-
mands on their time. There are
only so many hours in a day,
which means that the sooner a
person can develop strategies for
managing his or her time effi-
ciently and effectively, the more
successful that person can be.

It can be especially important
for students to explore ways to
improve their time management
skills early in their academic ca-
reers. Time management involves
planning, and that includes allot-
ting time for specific tasks. The
following strategies can be use-
ful for anyone looking to manage
their time more effectively.

Establish a daily schedule

Staying the course may require
a guideline detailing how you will
spend your time. A good part of
the day may be taken up by classes
and assignments, but focusing on
the other parts of the day also is
key. Set up a plan for how you will
treat each day. Block off specific
times for exercise, meals, school,
study, and any other responsibil-
ities you have. Time blocking is a
format by which you go through
the moments of the day. You can
block out by the hour or any
amount of time you need.

Figure out where you're
losing time

You need to know how you're
currently spending your time
before you can improve on time
management strategies. Spend
a few days jotting down a time
log. This will help you determine
if you're working efficiently or
where you are losing time.

Make time for breaks

Burnout can occur when you
work yourself too hard. That
makes breaks an important part
of time management. Breaks al-
low for time to call loved ones,
text with friends, meditate, or en-
gage in other activities unrelated
to school. According to sleep re-
searcher Nathaniel Kleitman,
people’s minds naturally crave
breaks after 90 minutes of in-
tense work. You may need breaks
at different intervals. Learn to

N TR

read your body’s cues.

Break projects down

Many students avoid projects
they feel are huge tasks. Breaking
down the larger job into smaller
ones can help students stay fo-
cused and reward progress. For
example, if you need to write a
50-page research paper, make the
first task finding source material,
the next citing quotes and stud-
ies, and then resolve to write a set
number of pages per day.

Schedule classes wisely
Some people are night owls

while others thrive in the morn-
ing. Set up schedules so you’re
in class when you are at your
most productive; otherwise, you
could lag and waste time. This
may not be possible for high
school students, but colleges al-
low for more flexibility in sched-
uling.

Time management is an im-
portant skill for students to de-
velop. It will help in the class-
room and later on when enter-
ing the workforce.

Story courtesy of Metro Creative
Connection
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Time management is an important skill for students to develop. It will
help in the classroom and later on when entering the workforce.
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Meets Opportunity

You deserve to be part of an inspiring community.
To find support and overcome obstacles. To create
boundless possibilities during-and after-college.

You deserve a world-class education at an
affordable price. Take advantage of UM-Flint's
generous scholarships and financial aid packages
to own your future.

Free Tuition with the Go Blue Guarantee
With the Go Blue Guarantee, qualifying students
with incomes of $65,000 or less could receive free
tuition. Earning a Michigan degree has never been
more accessible.

Automatic Merit Scholarships

Each student admitted to UM-Flint is automatically
considered for merit scholarships, which range
from $4,000 to full tuition and fees!

Apply for Free

We offer countless scholarships and financial aid
options that are tailored for you. The first step to
learning more: Complete your free application for
admission. Seats are still available for Fall 2023!

umflint.edu/admissions
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visit www.hvs.org.
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LIFE SKILLS

New survey shows teaching
practical life skills is
essential in the classroom

Reading, writing, sci-
ence and math are subjects
that have been associated
with classroom instruc-
tion since school was estab-
lished. And all are relevant,
important subjects to mas-
ter in order to succeed in
society. But according to a
new survey of 2,000 parent
respondents conducted by
OnePoll on behalf of Kid-
die Academy Educational
Child Care, these subjects
are not the only skills par-
ents are looking to have
their children learn in early
childhood education.

An astounding 81% of
parent respondents believe
educators should spend
time teaching things out-
side academics like soft
skills and current events,
with 60% wanting current
events instruction to focus
on cultural happenings like
festivals and heritage cele-
brations.

This survey makes it
clear that parents of today
are focused on developing
their children into well-
rounded members of soci-
ety beyond just traditional
school subjects.

Sixty-two percent of
parents in the survey re-
sponded that they priori-
tize their children learn-
ing soft skills like commu-
nication, critical thinking
and problem solving before
they’re 8 years old, with
40% of parents saying that
practical life skills are the
most important thing for
their children to learn at
a young age. The major-
ity of parent respondents
said that core curriculum
classes should not begin
until the first grade.

“Parents who place their
children in a preschool en-
vironment that focuses on

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Eighty one percent of parent respondents in a recent
survey believe educators should spend time teaching
things outside of academics like soft skills and current

events.

character development give
children a strong start,”
said Joy Turner, vice pres-
ident of education for the
Kiddie Academy brand.
“Learning the ability to
care about others, to com-
municate, and to under-
stand how character affects
the communities and world
in which we live is impor-
tant to early childhood ed-
ucation development.”

The majority of parents
who took the survey think
that social and emotional
development are absolutely
necessary to learn at their
child’s school, with honesty
ranked as the most impor-
tant character trait to learn
in early childhood. There-
fore, parents are leaning
on child care providers to
bridge the gap between
what parents are teaching
at home and what children
are learning in the class-

room.

So how can parents find
child care that aligns with
these priorities? By asking
thorough questions when
touring a facility, research-
ing social media and web-
sites affiliated with their
early childhood education
options and paying close
attention to the interac-
tions they have with a pro-
vider during a tour or in-
terview.

“Parents have many
choices to make when it
comes to sending their
children to an early learn-
ing program,” said Turner.
“Making sure you're on the
same page with the facility
where your children spend
so much time is key to de-
veloping them into the peo-
ple we hope they become.”

Story courtesy of
Brandpoint
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#1 CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL IN MICHIGAN
#1 ALL-BOYS SCHOOL IN MICHIGAN

brrice.edu/sneakpeekR




6 | SPEC'AL SECT"]N | THE OAKLAND PRESS

SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2023

PARENTING

> tips for parents to encourage a lasting love of reading
& TR
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Parents can make reading a fun learning experience by reinforcing stories through related
activities.

WHATEVER IS

'NEXT

For Grand Valley students, next is opportunity and
innovation. Next is global, connecting and uniting us.
It’s local, shaping the spaces in which we work and live.
It’s a commitment to progress. Next is where minds are
free to imagine what could be. At GVSU, next is now.
And whatever’s next for you, we will help you get there.

gvsu.edu

Photo taken pre-COVID

Reading opens the door to a lifelong
love of learning, imagination and adven-
ture. When parents instill a love of read-
ing in their children from an early age, it
increases their oral language skills and vo-
cabulary knowledge, which helps to build
a solid foundation for later reading ability.

According to the National Assessment
of Educational Progress’ recent 2022 Na-
tion’s Report Card, reading scores for stu-
dents across the country are down follow-
ing years of disrupted learning during the
pandemic. Research indicates early liter-
acy skills in the critical years from birth
to age five are predictive of a child’s liter-
acy skills through fifth grade and beyond.

Focusing on literacy during early child-
hood can help provide children with the
skills needed to be a successful reader
throughout their life. In addition, focusing
on key early literacy skills during the pre-
school years can help parents and teach-
ers identify potential indicators of learn-
ing challenges so early intervention can
be provided. Beyond developing early lan-
guage and literacy skills, reading may also
increase a child’s ability to understand the

emotions of others — a critical life skill
that leads to empathy and compassion.

Dr. Maria Shaheen, senior director of
early childhood education at Primrose
Schools, The Leader in Early Education
and Care, provides five tips to help par-
ents encourage a lasting love of reading
in their children during National Reading
Month and all year long:

. Introduce language as early as possi-

ble — even before birth. Oral language
is the foundation of all other early liter-
acy skills and helps build a child’s vocab-
ulary. Speaking and reading to your baby
during pregnancy establishes voice rec-
ognition and promotes cognitive develop-
ment. The more words parents introduce
their child to, the better. Parents should
talk about the meanings of words and
use them in everyday conversation to en-
sure children understand them.

. Make reading a regular part of bed-

time routine. Reading books should
be a favorite bedtime activity. With daily
“tuck-in” stories and snuggling together

(GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY
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Beyond developing early language and literacy skills, reading may also increase a child’s
ability to understand the emotions of others — a critical life skill that leads to empathy

and compassion.

at bedtime, infants and young children
begin to associate reading with comfort,
warmth and security. During the first year
of life, sturdy board books with bright il-
lustrations are easiest to handle and in-
vite participation. Books with familiar sub-
jects, such as babies and animals, resonate
since babies respond to faces and eyes be-
fore other stimuli.

. Offer a wide variety of stories. This

can include nursery rhymes, poetry,
nonfiction and fiction from many genres,
as well as books that celebrate a wide
range of cultures and diverse characters.
Parents can ask lots of questions, act silly
and try out different character voices to
make reading dramatic and engaging.
Vivid illustrations, along with rhyming
and repetitive text, will encourage lively
dialogue.

4 . Help children discover the magic
of books for themselves. Books can
help young children understand their
own feelings when characters face sim-
ilar life events, so parents should pick
topics their children may be curious
about. In the first five years of life, chil-
dren form their self-identity, which
makes it important that they see them-
selves reflected in the world around
them, including the books at home and
in their classrooms. One example found

in Primrose classrooms is, “I'm Like
You, You're Like Me: A Book About Un-
derstanding and Appreciating Each
Other” by Cindy Gainer.

. Make reading a fun learning expe-

rience. Parents can reinforce stories
through related activities. Preschool chil-
dren can create books with their own
stories about things they do with their
families. Parents can encourage their
children to write a card to a family mem-
ber or special friend and have them read
it aloud. Many children memorize their
favorite texts and pretend to read, which
is a wonderful sign that they are iden-
tifying their favorite books and build-
ing confidence. Parents can also play
silly word games that help children play
with sounds, such as rhyming games or
tongue twisters.

“Reading now pays dividends later.
Starting a reading routine throughout
daily life models for children the impor-
tance of reading as a way to gain informa-
tion and valuable life skills, complete ev-
eryday activities, explore new worlds, en-
courage imagination and have fun,” Dr.
Shaheen says.

To learn more about how parents can
nurture a love of reading for their children,
visit PrimroseSchools.com.

Story courtesy of Brandpoint
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BEEN A BETTER TIME
TO BE A BRONCHO!

Learn what #BronchoPride is all about today...

v/ STEM, robotics instruction in all
elementary schools

v/ Construction Trades courses

v/ “Leader in Me” program

v/ Theater program

v/ Top-notch athletics

v/ Expanded dual enrollment opportunities

v/ Summer learning opportunities

v/ Continuous safety upgrades and
enhancements

v New Construction Trades Center,
scheduled to open Winter 2024

v New Holly Middle School, scheduled to
open Fall 2025

Join the
#BronchosUnited family today!

(248) 328-3106 - hask12.org

@ fb.me/hollyschoolsk12 . twitter.com/HollySchools
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Should you let your child quit music lessons?

By Meghan Leahy
Special to The Washington Post

: My 10-year-old started
q music lessons as a toddler
and has been playing the piano
for the past few years. She has
(or, rather, was taught to have)
a good ear for music. We expect
20 minutes of practice, six days
per week, with one 30-minute
lesson.

Every practice is a struggle;
she will go out of her way to
avoid doing it. We've seen tears,
screams, sudden emergencies and
a magical engrossment in some-
thing she believes I find more
important than practice. (She’s
smart, so think picking up a col-
lege chemistry book.)

Although I would be fine with
her quitting piano, I feel as if it’s
important to be developing/ex-
ploring skills outside of school.
She’s welcome to switch instru-

ments or move to another hobby,
but she has to prove she will stick
with it before quitting piano (only
for a month or so).

She has no homework (her
school is project-based), and I'm
trying to avoid the hours of screen
time every day after school. I
don’t know what to do. Am I be-
ing too hard on her? A few chores
per week and a short daily piano
practice don’t seem like the end
of the world, but maybe I’'m not
seeing the whole picture?

: I can virtually guarantee

that almost every parent
who is reading this is nodding
along. Playing piano, participat-
ing in soccer, drawing, swim-
ming, you name it: Many chil-
dren reach a point where what
they started doing as toddlers no
longer brings them joy. Serious
avoidance, negotiations and tan-
trums ensue, creating total mis-
ery in the house and between the

parent and child. Not to mention
the waste of money and time.

I'm going to sidestep discuss-
ing what you expect right now
and whether it’s reasonable (20
minutes a day, six days a week),
because we have some bigger fish
to fry. Let’s take a look at the de-
velopmental norms of a 10-year-
old girl. (I make this assumption
based on your pronoun use.) A
typical 10-year-old girl may be
still pretty young (physically), or
she may be getting ready to have
her period and starting those
hormones.

Although girls tend to reach
puberty more quickly than boys,
every girl is different, and this de-
velopment brings a heightened
awareness of her peers, privacy
and autonomy. Your daughter is
meant to have her own thoughts,
opinions and wishes. We don’t
stop providing boundaries and
rules for 10-year-olds, but we do
recognize that it is their devel-

opmental work to find their own
voice. To force, push and expect
that our children won’t change or
will want to do what they’ve al-
ways done is not reasonable, nor
is it the goal of parenting.

What are you to do? It is clear
that your daughter is fairly miser-
able, and she is letting you know
that piano is no longer her pas-
sion. I know many children who
are reluctant to begin lessons, but
once they start, they enjoy their
time. This appears to not be the
case with your daughter.

But before you quit piano alto-
gether, I am wondering whether
your daughter can choose a new
practice schedule that works
with her goals and her life. Have
a meeting and truly listen to her
needs, and see whether there is a
compromise that can make both
of you happy. If your daughter
has become too miserable, sug-
gest a “break” from the instru-
ment, and choose a month to re-

visit how she feels about it. Maybe
some time off will let some pres-
sure off, and your daughter may
return to it.

I understand the predicament
of the hours after school being
filled with screens and boredom.
We could argue why our culture
is so different from “when we
were kids,” but we largely don’t
live in a time when you just send
the kids outside for three hours.
Some neighborhoods still have
children running around, head-
ing to parks and playing, but
most neighborhoods are fairly
quiet. You want your daugh-
ter to choose another activity
so she doesn’t waste away, but
she is at the age where she must
have a say in some of the deci-
sions here. Absolutely stick to
your values around screens, but
come to a compromise around
what other activities can be con-
sidered, how often and for how
long. Childhood is a time to try
new things (what a privilege, re-
ally) and to discover what you like
and what you don’t. Childhood is
not a time to perfect or narrowly
adhere to one hobby unless the
child chooses to do so.

(248) 542-7001 » 1075 EAST GARDENIA MADISON HEIGHTS, MI 48071
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How students can prepare for standardized tests

Standardized tests remain a
significant part of the academic
experience for millions of stu-
dents at all grade levels. Though
many colleges and universities
no longer require the SAT or ACT
for admission, experts note that
many of those schools still value
such tests and how applicants
who choose to take them perform.

Students who want to take
standardized tests can take vari-
ous steps to ensure they do their
best and make the decision to
take the tests work to their ad-
vantage.

= Prepare as if you’re taking
the test early. It’s never too early
for high school students to begin
thinking about college. Students
who plan to take standardized
tests like the SAT and ACT are of-
ten urged to do so in their junior
year of high school. Such a time-
line affords students ample time
to retest if they feel they can im-
prove their scores. Though soph-
omore year might seem early to
start preparing for the SAT and
ACT, it’s the perfect time to do so
for students who plan to take the
test in the first half of their ju-
nior year. This gives them ample
time to find a tutor or test prep-
aration program so they can per-
form their best.

= Utilize preparation services.
Standardized tests carry a lot of
weight, even at schools that no
longer require them, so profes-
sional test preparation services
can be a good investment. Parents
can work with their children to
find a tutor or preparation pro-
gram in advance of their sched-
uled testing date. Some programs
are lengthier and more intensive
than others, but families can iden-
tify which type of program can
most benefit the student. Some
students may just need a post-
summer refresher, while others
may benefit from a more inten-
sive program.

= Look for free programs and
resources. A student’s school
may offer a free test preparation
program as testing season draws
closer. In addition, books on pre-
paring for tests may be available
for free at your local library. In

PHOTOS COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Students who want to take standardized tests can take various steps to ensure they do their best.

the latter example, parents and
students should confirm that any
preparation guidebooks are up-
to-date. Testing has changed sig-
nificantly over the years, so stu-
dents won’t want to be looking
over prep materials that no lon-
ger reflect modern tests.

= Take practice tests. Practice
tests can be invaluable. Such
tests can indicate where stu-
dents are strong and any areas
they should seek to improve. Stu-
dents who have a tutor or are en-
rolled in a test prep program can
go over their practice test results
with their tutor or instructor to
identify areas for improvement
and strategies to perform better

when the tests count.

= Time your practice tests.
Standardized tests like the SAT
and ACT are timed. Students can
prepare for that by taking timed
practice tests. The more accli-
mated students become to test-
ing situations, the better they’re
likely to perform.

Standardized tests can put
pressure on students. One of the
ways students can alleviate that
pressure is to prepare for tests
in advance so they’re as com-
fortable as possible on the day
of the test.

Story courtesy of Metro Creative
Connection

Books on preparing for tests may be available for free at your local
library. However, parents and students should confirm that any
preparation guidebooks are up-to-date.
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OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

Extracurricular activities for non-athletes

High school sports gar-
ner significant attention in
communities that want to
support their student-ath-
letes. But what about stu-
dents who aren’t inclined
to compete on the field or
in the gym? There are many
more non-athletes than ath-
letes, and the following are
some extracurricular ac-
tivities that might appeal
to students who aren’t in-
terested in sports.

Theater

School theater pro-
grams faced significant
challenges during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, when
indoor gatherings were
limited if not outright re-
stricted and students were
forced to adapt to remote
learning. But since CO-
VID-related restrictions
were lifted, many theater

programs are back in full
swing. In fact, the Edu-
cational Theatre Associa-
tionTM notes that its pro-
grams were present in
roughly 5,000 schools dur-
ing the 2021-22 school year.
Theater programs can ex-
pose kids to the perform-
ing arts but also teach
youngsters who aren’t in-
terested in performing
about backstage compo-
nents, including set design
and even script writing.

Volunteering

Volunteering is another
potential extracurricular
activity high school stu-
dents might want to con-
sider. Volunteering can ex-
pose children to potential
career paths and introduce
them to people from all
walks of life. The vast ma-
jority of nonprofit organiza-

tions welcome and need vol-
unteers, so students should
be able to find an organi-
zation with a mission that
aligns with their values.
Schools also may sponsor
volunteer programs, and
that can be a great way for
students to engage with
their school community.

Clubs

High schools are home to
clubs that cater to all sorts
of interests. Foreign lan-
guage clubs, gaming clubs,
book clubs, and debate
clubs are just some of the
many non-sports-related
clubs students can join to
participate more fully in
campus life.

Physical activities

Just because kids aren’t
interested in traditional
scholastic sports doesn’t

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Foreign language clubs, gaming clubs, book clubs, and
debate clubs are just some of the many non-sports-related
clubs students can join to participate more fully in school
life.

mean they don’t enjoy munity programs may of-
breaking a sweat or being fer club skiing teams, row-
part of a team. Local com- ing clubs, hiking clubs,
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With a strong reputation for academic excellence, Royal Oak Schools is committed to
the success of all students. Royal Oak is a K-12 school district that offers community
education, preschool programs, and adult ESL classes at the
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Addams Early Childhood Center provides developmentally appropriate and individualized educational programs for
children from birth to age six.

The Early Childhood Center is a family-friendly learning center with specialized staff and unique opportunities for sharing

and collaboration. Youngsters from 2.5 to 5 years of age participate in developmentally appropriate and individualized
educational programs. The pre-school curriculum based on Early Childhood Standards of Quality, along with parent
involvement provides a solid foundation for the future success of our students.

royaloakschools.org [ @

and other physical activi-
ties that are not affiliated
with a school. Such op-
tions are great opportu-
nities for kids to engage
in physical activity and
meet fellow fitness enthu-
siasts. One option kids may
want to consider is a lo-
cal recreational pickleball
league. Pickleball has ex-
ploded in popularity in re-
cent years and many com-
munities now host compet-
itive leagues for people of
all ages.

Students who don’t
want to compete in scho-
lastic sports can still find
a wealth of extracurricular
activities that align with
their interests and even
others that may stoke new-
found passions.

Story courtesy of Metro
Creative Connection
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How students can narrow their college lists

College requires a significant
commitment of time and money.
High school seniors are expected
to have an idea of what they want
to do with the rest of their lives
and then find schools that can
help them achieve their career
goals.

By the time many high school
students reach their junior year,
colleges have undoubtedly al-
ready sent them brochures high-
lighting their programs. Applying
to college is much simpler than it
once was, thanks in part to vari-
ous softwares that centralize and
streamline applications. But the
application process can still be
complex and even expensive. To
simplify the process and reduce
costs, students will eventually
need to decide which schools to
apply to. The following strategies
can help students narrow down
their lists.

= Employ the “match,” “reach”
and “safety” formula. A match
school is one you're likely to get
into. A reach school is one that
is more selective and could be a
bit of stretch for acceptance. A
safety school is one that’s likely
a guaranteed acceptance. A well-
rounded college list includes a
mix of these types of schools. Col-
lege application fees range from
$20 to $90, so set a reasonable
limit for applications. Choosing
around three to four matches, two
safeties and at least one reach is
a good cut-off.

= Decide where you “don’t” want
to go. Turn the criteria around and
narrow down prospects by what
doesn’t appeal to you. Maybe you
don’t like the hot weather, so cer-
tain southern schools may be
out. If you do not like large lec-
ture halls, maybe schools with a
huge student population and large
classes can be eliminated. Weed
out what you don’t like to help
narrow your options.

= Consider cost. Before apply-
ing to schools, thoroughly re-
search all costs. According to
CreditKarma, in 2022 the aver-
age tuition at public colleges in
the United States was $10,577 per
year, while private college tuition
cost $33,230. Additional costs

application process can still be complex and even expensive.

include room and board, meal
plans, books, and any technology
or additional fees. Discuss these
costs with your family. Compare
them to what the expected fam-
ily contribution will be, and ap-
proximately how much aid money
can be expected from each school
(this information is typically in-
cluded on the school’s website
or through college comparison
tools). Cost alone could weed out
many options.

= Course of study is a ma-
jor consideration. Eliminate any
school that doesn’t offer your in-
tended major. Eliminate schools
that do not offer the courses you
desire.

= Rate the campus. Visit as
many schools as you can in per-
son. A school that looks one way
on the internet may not come
across the same when you sched-
ule a tour and see the facilities
up close. First-hand impressions
are important considering this is
where you’ll be spending time for
the next four years.

When narrowing down col-
leges, some additional consider-
ations are distance from home,
campus life, potential internship
opportunities, and other criteria
that is important to you.

Story courtesy of Metro Creative
Connection
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Applying to college is much simpler than it once was, thanks in part to various softwares that centralize and streamline applications. But the
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According to CreditKarma, in 2022 the average tuition at public
colleges in the United States was $10,577 per year, while private
college tuition cost $33,230.
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Make your summer
awesome at OSTC's Student
Summer Experiences!

Students entering the 8th or 9th grade for the
2023-2024 school year can get a head start
with career technical education by enrolling
in one of Oakland Schools Technical Campus
hands-on summer programs!

For more information or to sign-up
for OSTC’s Summer Experiences,

visit bit.ly/ostc-summer-2023 or

scan the QR code!

Date: June 26-29

8:30 A.M. -11:30 A.M.
Fee: $25 per student
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PROGRAMS AVAILABLE

« Automotive Technology

« Collision Repair and Refinishing
« Computer Programming

« Culinary Arts/Hospitality

» Cybersecurity Networking

« Entrepreneurship &

Advanced Marketing

« Health Sciences

« Machining

« Medium/Heavy Truck and Equipment
« Welding

OaklandSchools

Oakland Schools does not dis: |mmt n the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, religion hghtweght matttt ual orientatio ( ubject tt th limits of applicable law), age, gen t information, or disability in its progral ervices, activitie:
or employment oppor t ities. Inqui ltdt emplymetd rmmt sho ldbd tdt the Assistant Superintel d t fHuma Resources, Personnel Management a dLb Relatio
Title IX Coordinator at 248.209. 2590 F all other related to dis rmmt ontact the Executive Director fL egal Affairs at 248. 209 2062 All c ompl ints may be addre:

t2482092429 Title IX complaints h Ldb d tdt th

sed to 2111P ntiac Lake Road, Waterford, M| 48328-2736.
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GRADUATION

Gifl ideas for high school graduates

The class of 2023 soon will
be donning their caps and
gowns and receiving their
diplomas. After commence-
ment ceremonies, gradua-
tion parties will soon follow.
For party guests, that means
finding the right gifts for
grads.

Some high school gradu-
ates will continue their stud-
ies at colleges and universi-
ties. Others may pursue ca-
reers in various trades. Still,
some graduates may be ready
to enter the workforce right
away. No matter the direc-
tion, these gifts can treat
graduates to something spe-
cial.

Travel accessories

Graduates may want to go
on a trip before they take the
next step in their lives. Qual-
ity travel gear is a worthy in-
vestment. Select luggage that
won'’t exceed airport carry-on
limits so grads can cut the
baggage check lines when
they dart away to locales near
or far. Carry-on bags also fit
easily in bus cargo areas or
in the trunks of cars. Pair the
gifts with standard or digital
luggage tags.

Streaming TV device

While it’s certainly possi-
ble to watch favorite shows
or films on mobile devices,
viewing is that much clearer
on televisions. Rather than
graduates having to invest
in cable television wher-
ever they go, streaming de-
vices like AppleTV or Roku
are portable, which means
they can be used at home, in
a dorm room or on vacation.

Secured credit card

Individuals typically are
eligible to apply for credit
cards once they reach age 18,
which is the age most stu-
dents are when they gradu-
ate high school. Credit cards
are one method of establish-
ing solid credit, so it can be

beneficial for a teen to have
one. But it can be challeng-
ing for individuals with no
credit histories to get ap-
proval. A secured card, ac-
cording to CapitalOne, is
a credit card that requires
money deposited with the
credit card issuer in order
to open the account. This
security deposit is held by
the issuer as long as the ac-
count is open. Often the se-
curity deposit is the same as
the credit limit. Gift-givers
can help establish secured
cards for grads by provid-
ing the funds for the secu-
rity deposits.

Wireless earbuds or
headphones

Upgrade grads’ audio with
the newest wireless earbuds,
AirPods, or headphones. This
way they can take them to the
gym or use them to listen to
shows or music while sharing
spaces with others, including
college roommates.

Smartphone wallet
case

Teenagers are seldom
without their phones. A
smartphone wallet case en-
ables graduates to stash IDs,
credit or debit cards and
some cash into specially de-
signed pockets built into the
phone cases. This keeps all
essentials in one spot.

Framed memorabilia

Whether a graduate was
a star athlete or a premier
member of the marching
band, gift-givers can provide
special memories of time
spent in school. Frame ticket
stubs, sports jerseys, show
programs, or other memora-
bilia that commemorates a
graduate’s glory days at their
alma mater.

Story courtesy of Metro
Creative Connection

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
If you have an upcoming high school graduate in your life, you might be wondering what gift would be appropriate for

PHOTO COURTESY OF RAWPIXEL
Upgrade grads’ audio with the newest wireless earbuds, AirPods, or headphones.
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Catholic College Preparatory School Educating
Women Who Make a Difference Since 1945
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Today's Student,
£ Q)

TOMORROW'S LEADER.

N

Waterford School District
ENROLL TODAY!

www.wsdmi.org/enrollment
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