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Dr. Dana Truesdale (in flowered suit) is surrounded by Queens in Transition mentees from The Spirit of Faith Christian Center. The young women are among those
who have benefited from Truesdale’s willingness to share her entrepreneurial and life journey. Truesdale owns Innovation Dental Center in Baltimore. She practices
comprehensive dentistry and is passionate about helping others. She is also a Major in the U.S. Army National Guard. (See more on page 9) Photo credit: Paris Brown




46th Season Of The Baltimore Farmers’ Market Kicks Off
On April 2 With The First B-Side Of The Year

Baltimore Farmers’ Market has fresh produce. File photo

The Baltimore Office of
Promotion & The Arts (BOPA)
announces the return of the
Baltimore Farmers’ Market for the
2023 season on Sunday, April 2. The
Market begins bright and early at
7:00 a.m. underneath the Jones Falls
Expressway (JFX) at Holliday and
Saratoga Streets — rain or shine.

Not only is April 2 opening day for
the Baltimore Farmers’ Market but
it’s also the first B-Side of the year.
The B-Side is a monthly extension
of the Farmers’ Market that features
local musicians and performers,
special activities, and more. The
theme of the April B-Side is “The
House That Baltimore Built” and it
will showcase some of the city’s best
House DJs spinning Baltimore club
music on the Market footprint from
10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

THE LINEUP INCLUDES:

DJ MYTY — Tynisa “DJ MyTy”
Bobbitt is “just a brown girl from
Baltimore learning and growing”
according to her MixCloud page. But
don’t mistake her humility for lack of
passion. You won’t be able to resist
dancing to DJ MyTy’s pulsing mixes.

Maurice Easter aka Mr. Eclectic
— Mr. Eclectic is a producer,
remixer, DJ, and the CEO of Pasqua
Records and Pasqua Records S.A
based out of Maryland. Originally
from Ipswich, England, he is a lover
of all things percussion. He was voted
#52 Soulful House Artist of 2022.

DJ Teddy Douglas — Teddy
Douglas is an important figure in
the development of the Baltimore
“House” sound. In 1985, he met Jay
Steinhour and Thommy Davis who

later went on to form The Basement
Boys production company.

In addition to the performances,
you can enjoy lunch from one of our
hot food vendors and get in extra
shopping time with some of our
artisans. So come for opening day of
the Baltimore Farmers’ Market and
stay for the B-Side.

NOTICE

Any unsolicited manuscripts,
editorial cartoons, etc., sent to
The Baltimore Times become
the property of The Baltimore

Times and its Editorial
Department, which reserves the
right to accept or reject any or all
such unsolicited material.

ABOUT THE B-SIDE

The B-Side gives BOPA the ability
to provide more paid opportunities
to local artists and connect our
city’s talent to a wider audience.
These events also increase sales
opportunities for our artisans and
vendors and brings our diverse
community together for a good old-
fashioned block party.

THE BALTIMORE
FARMERS’ MARKET

Established in 1977, The Baltimore
Farmers’ Market is Maryland’s
largest farmers’ market. Through
management of the weekly market,
BOPA provides an economically and
socially diverse gathering place for
Baltimore residents and supports
local farms, vendors, artisans, and
organizations by operating a vibrant
market where they can sell their
goods, develop relationships with
shoppers, and make fresh food
available to the community.

Learn more at
farmersmarketbaltimore.org and be
sure to follow both BOPA and the
Baltimore Farmers’ Market on social
media for the latest Market news.

The Baltimore Times
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The next generation
network got game

xfinrty
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oun allers are more connected at home than ever. Unlike last season’s crew, this generation has
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it easy thanks to the Xfinity 10G Network. Now, today’s players are scoring reliable connections from

every yard line, running at faster speeds, and using the most cutting-edge WiFi to soar their imagination.

Introducing the Xfinity 10G Network. The future starts now.
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Health Beat

CDC Recommends All Adults Get Tested for Hepatitis B

By Stacy M. Brown,
NNPA Newswire Senior National
Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

The U.S. Centers for Control and Pre-
vention have issued a new recommenda-
tion urging all adults to receive
screening for hepatitis B at least once in
their lifetime.

The agency describes hepatitis B
(HBV) as a liver infection caused by the
HBYV virus. It can progress to liver can-
cer and other serious illnesses. CDC of-
ficials said as many as 2.4 million
people live with HBV, and most might
not know they have it. A severe infection
could lead to chronic HBV, which could
increase a person’s risk of getting cancer
or cirrhosis.

Further, the CDC said those diagnosed
with chronic or long-term HBV are up to
85% more likely to succumb to an early
death.

“Chronic HBV infection can lead to
substantial morbidity and mortality but
is detectable before the development of
severe liver disease using reliable and
inexpensive screening tests,” CDC offi-
cials stated.

Even though the number of people
with HBV has decreased significantly in
the last 30 years, the Office of Minority
Health at the U.S. Department of Health
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As many as 2.4 million people are living with hepatitis B, according to the CDC.
/Pheto: iStock

than non-Hispanic whites.

Medical officials noted that HBV
spreads through contact with infected
blood or bodily fluids, which can occur
through sex, injecting drugs, or during
pregnancy or delivery. The CDC previ-
ously issued a recommendation in 2008,
when it urged testing for high-risk indi-
viduals.

In its most recent recommendation, the
agency said that adults over 18 must be
tested at least once.

It’s estimated more than half of people who have the
hepatitis B virus (HBYV) don’t know they’re infected.

and Human Services says it is still a
problem for African Americans. That of-
fice reported that, in 2020, non-Hispanic
blacks would be 1.4 times more likely to
die from viral hepatitis than non-His
panic whites. Also, non-Hispanic blacks
were almost twice as likely to die from
hepatitis C as white individuals. Further,
while having comparable case rates for
HBYV in 2020, non-Hispanic blacks were
2.5 times more likely to die from HBV

The agency declared that pregnant in-
dividuals should also undergo screening
during each pregnancy, regardless of
whether they’ve received a vaccine or
have been previously tested. Addition-
ally, incarcerated individuals, those with
multiple sex partners, or people with a
history of hepatitis C should test periodi-
cally, the CDC said.

The agency warned that symptoms of
acute HBV could include fever, fatigue,

abdominal pain, dark urine, and jaun-
dice. Symptoms could take several
months or longer to present and last for
months.

The CDC'’s latest report further notes
the following: It’s estimated more than
half of people who have the hepatitis B
virus (HBV) don’t know they’re in-
fected. Without treatment and monitor-
ing, HBV infection can lead to deadly
health outcomes, including liver damage

and liver cancer.

The report updates and expands previ-
ous guidelines for HBV screening and
testing by recommending screening for
all U.S. adults and expanding continual
periodic risk-based testing to include
more groups, activities, exposures, and
conditions. Providers should implement
the new CDC hepatitis B screening and
testing recommendations to ensure all
adults are screened for HBV infection
with the triple-panel at least once in their
lifetimes and that people who are not
vaccinated for hepatitis B — but are at in-
creased risk of HBV infection — receive
periodic testing.

“Although a curative treatment is not
yet available, early diagnosis and treat-
ment of chronic HBV infections reduce
the risk for cirrhosis, liver cancer, and
death,” CDC officials noted in the re-
port.

“Along with vaccination strategies,
universal screening of adults and appro-
priate testing of persons at increased risk
for HBV infection will improve health
outcomes, reduce the prevalence of
HBYV infection in the United States, and
advance viral hepatitis elimination
goals.”

DENTAL Insurance

6323

Get your FREE Information Kit

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

1-855-337-5228

Dental50PIlus.com/MDDC

Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete details about this
insurance solicitation including costs and limitations. This specific offer is not available in C0. Call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer.
InWV: To find a provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/find-dentist. Certificate C250A (1D: C250);
Insurance Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/B439. In CA, CO, 1D, KY. ME, MD, MA, MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC, ND, VA: Includes Participating Providers and
Preventive Benefits Rider. Certificate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: PI54GA; OK: PI540K; TN: PIS4TN).
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National News

Democrats Join Push to Ban Tik'Tok from American-held Devices

By Stacy M. Brown

NNPA Newswire Senior National
Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

Democrats in Congress are making it
clear that they want to ban the Chinese
app TikTok in the U.S. Reported national
security concerns over massive amounts
of data that TikTok collects on its mil-
lions of American users sit at the core of
why lawmakers want the app banned.

Democrats and Republicans alike have
said certain information of serious con-
cern could be transferred to China, mak-
ing it a national security issue. However,
TikTok’s parent company, ByteDance,
has repeatedly denied that it shares user
data with the Chinese government.

“TikTok is a modern-day Trojan horse
of the [Chinese Communist Party], used
to surveil and exploit Americans’ per-
sonal information,” said Rep. Michael
McCaul of Texas, the Republican chair-
man of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee.

“It’s a spy balloon in your phone,”
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McCaul said, alluding to a February in-
cident in which a spy balloon from
China traversed American skies.

Last month, House Foreign Affairs
Committee members pushed for a bill
that would give President Biden the
power to ban TikTok on all mobile de-
vices in the U.S.

However, Democrats voted against the
measure.

Democrats in the U.S. Senate did offer
support late last year for a bill that
would ban TikTok on federal devices,
and a bipartisan group of senators, led
by Mark Warner (D-Va.) and John
Thune (R-S.C.), also introduced a bill
that would let Biden ban TikTok and
other apps that come from other coun-
tries. Five Democrats and five Republi-
cans have signed on a co-sponsor on that
legislation.

President Biden reportedly supports
the measure and has indicated a willing-
ness to ban TikTok, which has more than
1.53 billion users globally as of 2023,
with 1 billion monthly active users.

In February, Democratic Sen. Michael
Bennet of Colorado called on Apple and
“Unlike most social media platforms,
TikTok poses a unique concern because
Chinese law obligates ByteDance, its
Beijing-based parent company, to ‘sup-
port, assist, and cooperate with state in-
telligence work,”” said Sen. Michael
Bennet (D-Colo.), who has demanded
that Apple and Google remove TikTok
from their app stores.

During a national television appear-
ance, Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.) said a TikTok ban
“should be looked at.”The economic
battle between the U.S. and China has
been ongoing, with escalating tensions

leading to threats of a potential armed
conflict.

White House Press Secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre even alluded to the conflict
in her remarks attacking a House Free-
dom Caucus budget plan. “Extreme
MAGA Republicans’ proposals would
ship manufacturing jobs overseas, in a
crushing blow to states from Ohio to
Georgia to Arizona — and would provide
a windfall of economic benefits to
China,” Jean-Pierre stated.

TikTok spokeswoman Brooke Ober-
wetter argued that a U.S. ban on TikTok
would ban the export of American cul-
ture and values to over a billion people
who use the app worldwide.

“A ban would stifle American speech
and would be a ban on the export of
American culture and values to the bil-
lion-plus people who use our service
worldwide,” Oberwetter declared.

We love to hear from our readers! Connect with us:
Facebook.com/TheBaltimoreTimes

Twitter: @Baltimore _Times
Instagram: @thebaltimoretimes
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National Disabilities Awareness Month

Business Owner with Autism Finds Success Through Entrepreneurship

By Andrea Blackstone

Marcus Moore, 29, is passionate
about pretzels, business and creating
a way to be self-sufficient in life.
The Annapolitan’s pretzel operation
called “Moore Crunch” began in
October of 2022.

“Be happy and never give up,”
Moore said cheerfully.

Marcus does not let having autism stop
him from striving to become a successful
business owner. Autism spectrum
disorder (ASD) is “a developmental
disability caused by differences in the
brain,” according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

Maryland crab, cinnamon sugar,
garlic ranch, smokehouse ranch and
buffalo flavored bags of pretzels are
created and packaged with a dash of
happiness and loads of determination.
Moore wants his supporters to be
satisfied with his pretzel products.

He does everything from mixing up
his recipes, to answering emails and
printing out order labels.

“Marcus has a very infectious smile
and amazing attitude. It’s almost like
his character, joy and happiness goes
into every bag of pretzels,” Moore’s
father, Walter Mills said.

Moore’s mother, Kathy Watson
added perspective about Moore’s
commitment to keep his customers
happily crunching. According to

Bags of Moore Crunch
Photo credit: Poppa Crunch
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Marcus Moore, owner and operator of Moore Crunch,
buys bowls for his business.
Photo credit: Poppa Crunch

Watson, Moore is also employed at a
grocery store near their home.

“Marcus does “Moore Crunch” full
time. He walks to work for a 6 a.m.
shift. and gets off at 2 p.m. We make
sure he de-escalates from the day. He
gets right to work on “Moore Crunch”
until almost eight o’clock at night, so
he technically has two full time jobs,”
Watson explained.

Watson and Mills added that they are
entrepreneurs who assist Moore with
business related administrative tasks, in
addition to life skills. Moore’s parents
hit pause on their businesses to give their
son a proper start that he needed to run
“Moore Crunch.” Watson’s comedic
identity is “Momma Crunch” and Mills’
humorous title is “Poppa Crunch.”

The family with a sense of humor gets
down to business when the proper time
arrives. Watson said that creating and

selling pretzels was a group decision.
Moore was unafraid to try something
new after a family conversation sparked
the idea to create “Moore Crunch.”
Watson explained that Moore and

his brother, Xavier, discussed paying
household bills. They both began

to realize that their parents had to

meet monthly expenses. Moore grew
concerned about how he would someday
be able to afford to live on his own.

“One thing Marcus loves to do is
eat,” Watson said, reflecting on the
pretzel creation idea.

A logo idea led Moore’s parents to
send a text his way. Moore welcomed
the opportunity to try his hand at a
pretzel business.

“We did not know that we
were going to become official
employees,” Watson said as Mills
chuckled in the background.

When Moore was a young child,
Watson and Mills faced a different
aspect of their son’s journey. They were
told that he was a special needs child
when he was in the first grade. Along
the way, a professional once told the
couple that Moore could always have a
job because someone is always needed
to collect shopping carts.

“The word autism is something that
has been recently used a lot lately in the
last eight or nine years,” Watson said.

But Moore’s parents optimistically
harnessed Moore’s gifts while pushing
aside doubters. Although Marcus
mentioned that he has experienced
social anxiety, he explained that a
previous grocery job exposed him to
being around more people. It helped
him to become more comfortable in
social settings.

Crofton’s Farmer’s Market was the
first place the family started selling
“Moore Crunch.” Some local grocery
stores now carry the pretzels.

“He’s actually gotten a lot of requests
for wholesale from large grocery stores
all the way to little mom-and-pop
shops. So, there’s a lot in the future for
Marcus,” Watson said.

She added that news of Moore’s
growing business is making rounds.
Requests to carry the pretzels are
coming from as far as California and
Texas. Marcus’ journey reminds that a
child’s capabilities should not be limited.

“Every person, every child and family
have their own journey and they all look
different, but you have to be your child’s
biggest advocate,” Mills said, referencing
past experiences when Moore was in
school. “Now we understand that there
are various degrees of autism. That’s why
they call it a spectrum. But the biggest
thing that I would add is that Marcus
has become an inspiration to people,
parents and to families of autistic children
because it’s important that everyone is
acknowledged.”

Visit www.moorecrunch.com to
learn more about Moore or to order
his pretzels.
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Everyday dedication
meets everyday
appreciation

We celebrate the commitment of our
employees with initiatives like Sharing Success,
which awarded 96% of colleagues additional
compensation this year, nearly all in stock.

This is the sixth time teammates received this

award, totaling more than $4 billion.

MLCNBC
2023
We are committed to being a Great Place to Work for our teammates in Greater Maryland
and around the globe. This includes providing leading benefits, minimum wage at $22/hr
on track to $25/hr by 2025 and opportunities to build a career with us. These are key

reasons we've been named America’s Most JUST Company.

Janet Currie
President, Bank of America Greater Maryland

Go to bankofamerica.com/greatermaryland to learn more.

BANK OF AMERICA %7

What would you like the power to do?®

Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Opportunity Lender. © 2023 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Entrepreneur Caters to Brides Seeking Luxurious Personal Touch

By Andrea Blackstone

LaTonya Turnage helps
modern brides “say yes” to stylish
wedding gowns that they love. The
knowledgeable go-to bridal beauty
and fashion expert prides herself in
providing a touch of VIP experience to
brides-to-be, has owned Elite Secrets
Bridal since 2015. The main showroom
is a bridal shop that is located at 339
North Charles Street.

“Before this, I worked in the
corporate world as a marketing
manager for a radiology company,” the
Baltimore native said. “I’ve always had
a desire to help people and be around
them, but now I actually get to do what
I love and that’s just being around the
brides and serving them during some of
the happiest moments of their life.”

Turnage’s initial enterprise started
with hair and makeup services. A
love for fashion and desire to focus
on the bridal experience blossomed.
Bridesmaid’s gowns are also offered.
Size inclusivity and customizations are
two of Turnage’s business touches that
enhance the bride’s styling experience.
Wedding dresses up to size 24 are sold
in her store. Most services are offered
by appointment.

Model Jordan Aaron (left), LaTonya Turnage
(center) and model Cherry J. Siedschlag

(Courtesy Photos)
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LaTonya Turnage (pictured in teal velvet dress), owner of Elite Design House, along
with Shelonda Stokes, President, Downtown Partnership of Baltimore, and Downtown
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Partnership of Baltimore employees and Downtown neighbors

as far as the build out lease
negotiations, working with the
attorneys to make sure that we got
a lease that was doable for us to
be successful, setting us up with
accountants and coaches to help
us with building out a three-year
and some of us even a five-year
plan and getting grant money to
help us with inventory so that our
businesses are set up for success.
It came along at the perfect time,”
Turnage said, mentioning some
ways the program helped.

Turnage’s business expansion
has benefited others. She
stated that many of the local
independent designers that she
works with are also talented,
Black creative people.

“They just don’t have the
platform to get their designs in

“We listen to the bride. We make sure
that we’re addressing all her concerns.
We’re making her feel comfortable
which builds trust, so she trusts us not
to just sell her a dress but put her in a
dress that matches her body shape, her
silhouette and makes her feel beautiful
and look good,” Turnage said.

The Elite Design House, located at
100 North Charles Street, is
Turnage’s newest endeavor
that launched in late
February of this year. It was
part of the entrepreneur’s
business’ growth plan,
according to Turnage.

“The Elite Design House
was birthed for the bride
that’s looking for a custom
dress, or more of a haute
couture fashion, ” Turnage
said. “She doesn’t need the
whole ‘say yes’ moment
because she doesn’t really
care what anybody else
thinks. She wants what
she wants for her wedding
day. She’s also looking
to support more of an

independent designer because she
wants someone that’s going to give
her more of a personalized experience
and be more hands-on. What we find
with the independent designers versus
the mainstream and big box brands,
the independent designers are very
passionate about what they do and
work closely with the bride.”

Turnage was a 2022 cohort of
Downtown Partnership’s BOOST
Incubator Program. A group of
entrepreneurs were “selected for an
innovative new program to attract
and support Black-owned retail
businesses in Downtown Baltimore
neighborhoods,” according to details
provided by Downtown Partnership.

The entrepreneur added that the
initiative fills vacant storefronts in
Baltimore City and it helps Black-
owned businesses either open their first
storefront or level up in their businesses
to get to the next level.

“We were able to take our business
growth plan for the Design House, and
the BOOST program made that come to
life with getting us a location, helping
us with setting up the infrastructure

front of the brides,” Turnage
said, adding how she serves as a
bridge.

A marketing campaign includes
photographs. A featured event for a
designer typically runs from Thursday
to Sunday. Brides are invited to book
an appointment to view a designer’s
collection in-person.

“They love a dress, we take their
measurements, we order the dress, and
we submit the orders to the designer.
The designer then takes care of the
production,” Turnage said.

Turnage includes a roster of D.C.,
Maryland and Virginia-based wedding
planners, videographers, photographers,
florists, venue managers and other
wedding professionals that are
integrated into meet and greets.

“The Design House is a creative
space so we’re always doing creative
things,” Turnage said. “We always say
‘we’re a resource for the brides.””

Turnage is open to connecting
with other wedding professionals.
Visit www.elitedesignhouse.com to
learn more about Elite Design House
and Elite Secrets Bridal via www.
elitesecretsbridal.com.
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Women s History Month Reflection

Dentist Serves Others, Continues Legacy of Giving and Leadership

By Andrea Blackstone

Dr. Dana Truesdale, owner of
Innovation Dental Center, serves
others inside and out of her dentistry
practice. Truesdale’s patients come
to Bolton Hill and Harbor East in
Baltimore to receive a plethora of
procedures ranging from preventative
to cosmetic dentistry, but Truesdale’s
inspirational journey begins just
outside of New Orleans, Louisiana in
a small town called Vacherie.

“I was 12 years old when I decided
that I wanted to be a dentist. It was
because I had a great relationship
with my dentist,” Truesdale said.

She felt that becoming a dentist
was something that she could achieve
despite not seeing a Black dentist
at that time. The comprehensive
dentistry practitioner and mother of
two eventually earned her doctorate
of Dental Surgery degree from
Meharry Medical College School
of Dentistry located in Nashville,
Tennessee. Truesdale has been a
dentist for 20 years.

“I know how I felt when my smile
was corrected. I used to have perfect
teeth on bottom and spaces on top
and so I know how it changed my
life to make a difference. I wasn’t
getting teased anymore, and just
feeling gratitude, I wanted to be able
to reproduce that for other people. I
got into it (dentistry) because of the
way it made people feel when the
work was done. To this day it is still
gratifying to me,” Truesdale said.

The dentist who creates new smiles
is a Major in the U.S. Army National
Guard. She takes time to mentor
others one-on-one when opportunities
arise. While serving in the U.S.
Army National Guard, Truesdale was
deployed to Afghanistan in 2018. She
provided dental care after patients
experienced trauma.

When Truesdale is out of uniform,
she still retains parents’ teachings
of giving back. She has been
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Dr. Dana Truesdale
Photo credit: Brian Tru

volunteering since she was a teenager.

“I grew up in the church. My
mother (Claudette Aubert) was a
pastor. At the time she was not, but
my father (Elton Aubert) was in
politics. He’s been elected an official
for 24 years. I had to do a lot of
community service because of them,”
Truesdale said, reflecting on her
family’s giving legacy.

Truesdale added that her parents
host a food pantry.

“ I still go home to help with the
food pantry in Louisiana several
times a year,” she explained.

Truesdale continued her community
service through being a member
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Incorporated and even Meharry.

“I’ve never stopped. I’ve always
found a way to serve in some
capacity,” Truesdale explained.

Truesdale’s helping spirit has
extended to individuals in the
Baltimore area. She recently hosted
a group of 40 young mentees who
came to her dental practice to take a

tour, discuss entrepreneurship and her
journey.

“They like me, a lot of times,
have never seen a female dentist,
let alone a Black female. That was
very important that they saw me,”
Truesdale said.

She added that she once taught
some of the young ladies who visited
her in children’s church. Years ago,
the dentist served as a
youth minister.

“Now they’re growing
up and they’re all going to
college. They belong to a
group in the church called
Queens in Transition,” she
added.

Dr. Michael Freeman of
Spirit of Faith Christian
Center is Truesdale’s
pastor. His wife is DeeDee
Freeman. Truesdale said
that Pastor Freeman donates
financial dentistry assistance
to individuals in need every
year. Truesdale performs

dental work herself and usually
matches Pastor Freeman’s donation.

Truesdale attends patient’s
basketball games and takes time
to mentor future dentists. She also
believes in connecting people to each
other and providing resources.

“I’m building my own community,
meaning if you know that you
have support, you do better. When
somebody’s watching, you move a
little better, right? So, I just need
to let them know that ‘Hey, I see
you,’” Truesdale said, referring to her
mentees.

The skilled dentist knows what
it takes to rise above obstacles.
Truesdale explained that she
experienced being on welfare and
getting pregnant before dental school.

“It was the darkest time of my life,
but it was the most humbling time in
my life,” Truesdale said.

She reminded that helping just one
person by giving back can be impactful.

“You’re never too busy to help one
person because you never know how
you can impact the trajectory of that
person’s life, even if it’s just a word
that you offer,” she said.

Please visit www.
innovationdentalbaltimore.com to
learn more about Innovation
Dental Center.

D
X :; 3
Dr. Dana Truesdale (right) at work with her

assistant, Keshawn Davis (left).
Courtesy photo
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International Womxn
Of The World Poetry
Slam Fest To Baltimore
March 28 - April 1

Baltimore, MD - The International
Womzxn of the World Poetry Slam
Fest (WOWPS Fest) will bring 72
slam poets from around the world to
Baltimore, Maryland to compete to win
$10,000 in prizes, Tuesday, March 28 -
Saturday, April 1, 2023.

WOWPS Fest is the largest slam
poetry event for “womxn” in the world,
giving poets the opportunity to compete
for the Womxn of the World title,
while also providing professional poets
and anyone interested with training,
resources and a deep dive into slam
poetry culture. Purposely straddling
Women'’s History Month in March and
National Poetry month in April, this
year’s event will have poets from 5
different countries competing.

The festival is open to the public,
with the largest draw being the
Final Stage.

During the 5-day festival, 72 poets
compete in 12 preliminary bouts.

The final 12 will then compete in the
Final Stage performance at Baltimore
Center Stage on Saturday, April 1 at 5
p-m. Final Stage is open to the public.
Get tickets at WOWPS23FinalStage.
eventbrite.com.

There are many ways to engage with
or attend the 2023 WOWPS Fest. The
full schedule is available at wowpsfest.
com/scheduletickets. The event
schedule includes:

WOWPS Fest is the
largest slam poetry
event for “womxn”

in the world, giving
poets the opportunity to
compete for the Womxn

of the World

Special Events

Tuesday, March
28, 8 p.m.- WOWPS
Kickoff Reception

This event is open
to the public and will
include networking,
a meet and greet
with festival staff,
free desserts and of
course poetry, as we
kickoff the start of
the 2023 Womxn
of the World Poetry
Slam festival, with
features from the
phenomenal Ashlee
C and Porsha O!

Wednesday, March
29, 12:30 p.m. -
Reclaiming the

Lo\

See full schedule and get tickets at
wowpsfest.com/scheduletickets

[€BCF ET

Tams ./ Workships | Flétworking. | De

Volunteer with us at
wowpsfest.com/volunteer

MOTOR il
HOUSE

BOYS
i

Sacred: 6 Steps to
Honoring Yourself
OffStage This workshop will offer

a brave space for exploring nourishing
rituals to reconnecting to yourself after
bearing your heart in the public sphere.

Wednesday, March 29, 3 p.m.-
HERstory: WOWPS X BFSFF Film
Screening & Talkback

Come and experience the cinematic
work of Baltimore-based artist Malaika
Aminata. We will be watching two
works from the artist, the music video
“Consciousness” and the documentary
“Not about a Riot.” Both works
speak to Malaika’s relationship with
Baltimore and its history.

. BAtTaRe
Py
=
Thursday,

March 30, 11:55 p.m.- Femme
Fatale: Late Night Open Mic

Grab a drink and come to our late
night open mic celebrating Women'’s
History Month and the feminine voice,
featuring K Love the Poet & Jhane at
Baltimore Unity Hall from 12 - 2 a.m.
This is the only late night open mic in
town!

Saturday, April 1, 11 a.m.- Vinyasa
and Voice Yoga Class

This calming yoga workshop
will celebrate womanhood and help
participants connect to ease their mind,
body, and spirit. Participants will create
space for a deeper vocal and artistic
expression through grounding yoga
poses, meditation, self-care rituals and
conscious conversation.

g
The Top 12 poets from the Womxn
of the World Poetry Slam will be
competing for $10,000 in cash prizes
at Baltimore Center Stage. Hosted by
Ebony Stewart and featuring RADI.

The Womxn of the World Poetry
Slam is curated by the Pennsylvania
Avenue Black Arts and Entertainment
District and sponsored by The Poetry
Foundation, The Baltimore Community
Foundation, Two Gems Consulting
Services, Baltimore Unity Hall,
Motorhouse, Bus Boys and Poets,
Baltimore Center Stage, and
Mogul Printing.
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seize every

+ 4,000 Slots and 200+ Table Games

« 300+ Luxury Hotel Rooms

« 4,000 Square-Foot Event & Conference Space
« Fine Dining & Casual Cuisine

CASINO - HOTEL

maryland.livecasinohotel.com @ O QO MARYLAND

At Arundel Mills. Must be 21. Please play responsibly, for help visit mdgamblinghelp.org or call 1-800-GAMBLER. ©2023

Positive stories about positive people! The Baltimore Times, March 24 - 30, 2023 (www.baltimoretimes-online.com)




NNPA Releases World News App

Further Extending the Global Reach of the Black Press of America

By Stacy M. Brown

NNPA Newswire Senior National Cor-
respondent

@StacyBrownMedia

The National Newspaper Publishers
Association (NNPA) has released a
global news application that includes
news and feature articles that reflect the
global reach of the Black Press of Amer-
ica.

NNPA President and CEO Dr. Ben-
jamin F. Chavis Jr. announced the launch
of the app during the State of the Black
Press Address at the National Press Club
in Washington, D.C.

“This is the first Black-owned, global
international app that aggregates not
only the Black news in America but the
Black news in the Caribbean, the Black
news in Brazil, the Black news in Africa,
and Black news in Asia. All over the
world,” Dr. Chavis proclaimed.

“I couldn’t think of a better way to cel-
ebrate the 196th anniversary of the
Black Press than to launch this app.”

International developer Carol Davis,
who helped to create the app for the
NNPA, said her vision was clear.

“I saw a need for an international plat-
form that emphasizes the needs and re-
quirements of the African American and
other Black populations worldwide,”
Davis stated.

“It could be a voice for a lot of people.
There are many more news feeds from
Europe, the Middle East, and all over the
world, and this will be representative of
a global app.”

Chavis credited NNPA Chair Karen
Carter Richards and the trade associa-
tion’s executive board with pushing him
to make the app a reality.

“I’ve been tasked to not just reflect on
the past,” Chavis stated. “But to make
sure that we technologically equip our-
selves.”

Available for free, the app has the fol-
lowing sections:

* Around the World.
* Top Stories.

* Travel.

* Lifestyle.

1 VOICE

5l =S AR

THE BLACK PRESS

MARCH 17, 2023 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM ET

L

AA @ blackpressusacom ¢
[}

Courtesy photo: nnpa.org

* Music. The NNPA represents over 247 Black-
* The U.S. owned newspapers and multimedia busi-
* Africa. nesses in the United States of America

* Asia. through a strategic alliance and outreach
* Europe. to hundreds of thousands of digital and

« Middle East. social media platforms, channels, and in-
* The U.K. ternational news aggregation and distri-
* Stories. bution businesses.

* America. Launched globally on the 196th anniver-
* Football. sary of the Black Press of America, the

* Sports. NNPA World News app is the portal of

* Culture. the world’s largest expanding Black-

* Games.

* Movie.

» Science. Leaf Flltel’

. Trending. SROTECTION

* Books.

* Politics.

e Law.

* International.

* Press Media.

* Woman.

* Opinion.

The “About Us” section noted that

news application of the National News-
paper Publishers Association (NNPA),
the national and international trade associ-
ation of the Black Press of America, in col-
laboration with the Black Press and other
media agencies throughout the world.

'\ CALL US TODAY FOR
) A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon=Thursssam-1

5 License# 408693

icer
Li 14 L
T 7aS658.5801 Liconear 233330 Lienseh 2705165445 Liconaes LEAFFNwszzjz Licenscs w0361

owned news media network.

The NNPA Board of Directors are Chair
and Houston Forward Times Publisher
Karen Carter Richards; First Vice Presi-
dent and Atlanta Voice Publisher Janis
Ware; Second Vice Chair and The
County News of Charlotte Publisher
Fran Farrer; Secretary and Mississippi
Link Publisher Jackie Hampton; and
Treasurer and Texas Metro News Pub-
lisher Cheryl Smith.

“Since the founding of the NNPA in
1940 in Chicago, Illinois, the NNPA
consistently today is the daily and
weekly trusted voice of 50 million Black
Americans,” Dr. Chavis asserted.

“We continue to report the news and ad-
vocate for freedom, justice, equality, and
equity across the United States and
throughout the world.”

He concluded:

“NNPA World News app also repre-
sents, documents, aggregates, and dis-
tributes news and truthful information
about the challenges, the traumas, the
struggles, the opportunities, the culture,
the triumphs, and the resilient excellence
and progress accomplished by over 1.2
billion people of African descent and
others internationally.”

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

2

FINANCING

NNPA World News is the global public a iy = EA

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

20
OFF

+ 102

BUDGET!'

1-844-566-3227

COMPANY O
=" ésLEAFHfﬂ‘IE

ly. 2The leading consumer reporting

detaile. Registra o 0266920922 csuax
2555 Safrol e Licanae # 52220-H License:
e, 76447 License# 423330 Registration# R531504
# 218294 Registration# PAO69383 License: # 41354 License # 7656 DOPL.
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Save the Date

April 29t 2023

Baltimore, Maryland
Visit us at reedsfund.org
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Ravens Free Agent Wide Receivers to Watch

Nelson Agholor
Photo credit: Eric Canha/USA Today Sports Images

By Tyler Hamilton

The Baltimore Ravens have a long his-
tory of signing veteran wide receivers.
Three of the most popular and successful
moves that come to mind are Derrick
Mason from the Tennessee Titans, An-
quan Bolden from the Arizona Cardinals
and Steve Smith Sr. from the Carolina
Panthers.

Their names are attached to various
Ravens franchise pass catching records.
For some reason, the Ravens have had a
much higher success rate with free
agents receivers than drafting them. The
latest receivers that have been drafted by
Baltimore are still working to make a
mark for themselves, especially 2021
first-round pick Rashod Bateman.

This year’s free agent group of receivers
don’t present a Bolden, Mason or Smith
level veteran talent, but here are four op-
tions that could help bolster the group:

touchdown for the New Orleans Saint
last season, but he still knows how to get
open and is always willing to do the
dirty work. His gritty play fits the
Ravens tough guy persona.

Nelson Agholor

Agholor spent last season with the New
England Patriots. He caught 31 passes
for 362 yards and two touchdowns.
Agholor reportedly visited with the
Ravens last week. At 29 years old, he
isn’t the same receiver as he was but
there is still talent left in his tank.

Marvin Jones

Jones is 33 years old, but he had a solid
season last year. His 46 receptions for
529 yards with the Jacksonville Jaguars
are the most among the receiver options
mentioned. Jones also scored three
touchdowns. Like Landry, Jones can
provide veteran leadership for the young

group.

Jarvis Landry

Although he’s 30 years old and cleary
not as consistent as he once was, Landry
is the type of veteran that would help
Baltimore’s young group. Landry only
caught 25 passes for 272 yards and a

Off First Month

of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

Consumer
Cellular

cALL coNsUMER cELLuLaR - 86 6-337-1676

Kenny Golladay

At 29 years old, Golladay is three years
removed from the last time he had a one-
thousand yard receiving season. The last
two seasons with the New York Giants
were less than stellar. The upside proba-
bly isn’t as high. They could have some-
thing with Golladay, if they can
somehow tap into the talent that war-
ranted signing a big contract with the Gi-
ants in 2021.

Robbie Anderson

The Arizona Cardinals traded for Ander-
son last season. The move didn’t yield
positive results. Anderson had 20 recep-
tions and 282 yards combined with the
Cardinals and Carolina Panthers last sea-
son. Once known as mostly a vertical
threat, Anderson has now become more
of a possession receiver.

Legal Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF PER-
SONAL PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that this lien sale
shall be conducted online at www.storage-
treasures.com where additional information
about the sale and the contents to be auc-
tioned will be posted at least three (3) days
before the sale date. The contents will be
sold to the highest bidder on 04/04/2023 at
2PM

Unit # Name

2098 Sie-duke, Trevor
5023 Parks, Anthony J.
2107 Blake, Julian

4014 Chavez, Darontae
2097 Summerville, Vanessa
3078A  Faye, Amadou

5094 Leggette, Deshannon
5004 Hagans, Dante

3047 Carr, Kelly A.

3013 Carr, Kelly A.

4004 Mclain, Terry

This sale is subject to cancellation without
notice in the event of settlement between
owner and obligated party.

SECURITY PUBLIC STORAGE

3500 Pulaski Hwy, Baltimore, MD 21224

410-276-3300
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CLASSIFIEDS

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 1/23/23. 1-
855-270-5098

NEED IRS RELIEF $10K — $125K+ Get Fresh
Start or Forgiveness. Call 1-844-431-4716 Mon-
day through Friday 7 AM — 5 PM PST

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Become a Published Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion
and Distribution Call for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-866-482-1576 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/macnet

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC CAR.
Advertise with us. You choose where you want
to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit macneton-
line.com for details.

Replace your roof with the best looking and
longest lasting material — steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer — $500 Discount + Additional
10% off install (for military, health workers &
Ist responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-
855-338-4807

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

READY TO BUY, SELL, OR RENT YOUR
VACATION HOME OR HUNTING CAMP?
Adpvertise it here and in neighboring publica-
tions. We can help you. Contact MACnet
MEDIA @ 800-450-6631 or visit our site at
MAChnetOnline.com

WANTED

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CLASSIC CARS
AND MOTORCYCLES WANTED $$PAY-
ING CA$HS$S$ Corvettes, Mustangs, Jaguars,
Austin Healeys, Broncos, Blazers, Ram
Chargers, AMX, and Triumphs KR-
Miller1965@yahoo.com 717-577-8206

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
CO 80201

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational package and learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 888-965-0363

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Military

Discounts available. Call: 855-761-1725

Internet & WiFi Starts at $49 Call us Today
to Get Started. Find High-Speed Internet with
Fiber Optic Technology No Credit Check, No
SSN Required. Call us Today! 866-396-0515

Looking for assisted living, memory care,

or independent living? A Place for Mom sim-
plifies the process of finding senior

living at no cost to your family. Call 1-833-
386-1995 today!

Hero takes stress out of managing medica-
tions. Hero sorts & dispenses meds, sends
alerts at dose times & handles prescription
refill & delivery for you. Starting at
$24.99/month. No initiation fee. 90-day risk-
free trial! 1-888-684-0280

Aloe Care Health medical alert system. Most
advanced medical alert product on the market.
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! Special
offer w/code CARE20 for $20 off Mobile
Companion. 1 -855-521-5138

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/unmatched
clarity. TV Ears Original - originally $129.95
- now w/this special offer only $59.95 w/code
MCB359! 1-833-530-1955

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for
a FREE Quote from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers, Let us take the stress out of
moving! Call now to speak to one of our
Quality Relocation Specialists: 877-541-6320

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no
matter where you live. 25 Mbps just
$59.99/mo! Unlimited Data is Here. Stream
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installa-
tion. Call 866-499-0141

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo
Expires 1/21/23. 1-833-872-2545

HOME IMPROVEMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bun-
dle & SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply.
1-888-796-8850

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery stor-
age system. Save money, reduce reliance on
grid, prepare for outages & power your home.
Full installation services. $0 down financing
option. Request free no obligation quote.
1-855-270-3785

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter,
most advanced debris-blocking protection.
Schedule free estimate. 15% off Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-
855-995-2490

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help
and Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick
up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-
0398

Paying top cash for men's sportwatches!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236

Become a published author. We want to read

your book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since
1920. Consultation, production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free author's guide 833-
719-3029 or visit dorranceinfo.com/acp

Directv Stream — The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. CHOICE
Package, $84.99/mo for 12months. Stream on
20 devices at once in your home. HBO Max
FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE Package or
higher.) Call for more details today! (some
restrictions apply) Call IVS 1-866-629-6086

1'1OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON,
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930°s to 1980’s.
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE
1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a
GENERAC home standby generator $0
Down + Low Monthly Pmt Request a free
Quote. Call before the next power outage: 1-
844-334-8353

The bathroom of your dreams for as little as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional installation. Senior & Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer — FREE virtual in-home consultation now and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-877-540-2780

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery storage system. SAVE money, reduce your reliance
on the grid, prepare for power outages and power your home. Full installation services available.
$0 Down Financing Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 1-866-783-0292

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home standby generator $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options Request a FREE Quote — Call now before the next power outage: 1-855-

465-7624

HEALTH & FITNESS
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real
insurance - not a discount plan. Get your free
dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036
www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Dis-
cover the ideal solution for anyone who strug-
gles on the stairs, is concerned about a fall or
wants to regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-844-317-5246

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic
Pills SPECIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos
Espaiiol

Looking for assisted living, memory care, or in-
dependent living? A Place for Mom simplifies
the process of finding senior living at no cost to
your family. Call 1-833-910-1576 today!

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease are lead-
ing causes of death, according to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. Screenings can
provide peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule your
screening. Special offer — 5 screenings for
just $149. Call 1-866-518-8391

Aloe Care Health, medical alert system. The
most advanced medical alert product on the
market. Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed!
Special offer— call and mention offer code
CARE20 to get $20 off Mobile Companion.
Call today— 1-877-728-4065

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back
guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for
350 plus procedures. Real dental insurance —
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 1-877-553-1891
www.dental50plus.com/macnet #6258

AUTO INSURANCE

Looking for auto insurance? Find great deals
on the right auto insurance to suit your needs.
Call today for a free quote! 866-924-2397

EDUCATION

Train online to do medical billing! Become

a Medical Office Professional at CTI! Get
trained & certified to work in months! 888-
572-6790. The Mission, Program Information
and Tuition is located at CareerTechnical.edu/
consumer-information. (M-F 8-6 ET)
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Know your odds
efore playing.

Winners play responsibly.

Scan to get more tips,
visit mdiottery.com/playresponsibly
or call 1-800-GAMBLER

Responsibly
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