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San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo gives
his last State of the City address in front
of a live crowd. Photo by Jana Kadah.

Ex-San Jose Mayor
tells congressmember
he's likely running in
the next election

By Jana Kadah
San José Spotlight
ne San Jose congresswoman
Omay be fending off a chal-
lenge from former San Jose
Mayor Sam Liccardo in the next
election.

Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren, up
for reelection in 2024, said she
received a call from Liccardo last
week, letting her know he is con-
sidering running for her or Con-
gresswoman Anna Eshoo’s seat.

Lofgren represents the down-
town and East San Jose areas, south
past Morgan Hill and Salinas to
King City. Eshoo represents parts
of South San Jose and Willow Glen,
as well as Los Gatos, Campbell, San-
ta Cruz and up the peninsula past
San Mateo to Pacifica.

The call came after San José Spot-
light reported on a poll gaging how
Liccardo would fare if he ran for
Congress. Lofgren said Liccardo
also told her he paid for the poll.

“(Liccardo) said he was assessing
his options. He wants to be in Con-
gress... And [ told him it’s a free
country. He can run if he wants,”
Lofgren told San José Spotlight.
“But I plan to run and I don’t usual-
ly run to lose.”

Lofgren said she wasn’t sur-
prised Liccardo called her. He
called her two years ago to ask if
and when she was going to retire—
expressing a desire for the seat.

See LICCARDO, page 6

Ribbon cutting ceremony held for new
hiring center at Willow Glen Post Office

ing of its new hiring center at the Wil-
low Glen Post Office with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony March 16.

“There has never been a better time to join
the Postal Service with career opportunities
for advancement, training, and federal bene-
fits,” said Postmaster Aron Jones. “There are
nearly a thousand positions available across
the Bay Area with hundreds of opportunities
available directly in San Jose.”

San Jose Letter Carrier Robert Esquivel
knows first-hand how impactful a postal
career can be for not just himself, his family. “I
chose a career with the post office for several
reason; the benefits for myself and my family,
the financial stability of determining how
much I chose to make based on workload
options, and the ability to grow with the post
office and become a leader,” said Esquivel.

San Jose Letter Carrier and on-the-job
trainer Nahima Henriquez echoes that senti-

The Postal Service celebrated the open-

Kevin Puorro of Willow
Glen honored on the
Dean’s Academic Honor
List at Baylor University

rts and Science major Kevin Puor-
Aro of Willow Glen was recently

honored on the Dean’s Academic
Honor List at Baylor University

Students honored on the Dean’s List
earned a minimum semester grade-point
average of 3.70.

Baylor’s mission is to educate students
for worldwide leadership and service by
integrating academic excellence and
Christian commitment within a caring
community.

Students are drawn to the University
from all 50 states and more than 100
countries for the Baylor experience that
combines Christian mission and academ-
ic excellence with a midsize university
that maximizes opportunities and com-
petes in Power 5 athletics.
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San Jose Postmaster Aron Jones addresses the crowd at the podium stating that there are hundreds of

Postal Service positions open in San Jose.

ment. “Working for the post office has given
me not only financial freedom but also the
ability to feel more independent. I started my
career with the US Postal Service because it
guaranteed me stability and job security
something [ really needed at the time.”

“We’re committed to serving the San Jose
community and that starts with hiring indi-
viduals ready to provide an essential service
in their own neighborhoods,” Jones said. “Our
hiring center brings the convenience to you
to start your postal journey. If you're ready to
notjuststartajob buta purposeful career the
Postal Service is for you.,”

The new hiring center serves as a one-stop

shop for applicants to take the first step
towards their postal career, and they can sub-
mit their applications in real time Monday-
Friday, 9 am. - 3 p.m.

Walk-ins are welcome and there is no
appointment necessary. Postal employees
will be available to assist applicants through
the process.

There is an immediate need for the follow-
ing positions to be filled:

- Mail Processing: Clerks and Mail Handlers

- Delivery: City and Rural Carriers

- Transportation: Tractor Trailer Operators

- Maintenance: Mechanics, Laborer Custo-
dian and Automotive Technician
Applicants can submit their

San Jose Postmaster Aron Jones is shown cutting the ribbon along
with Human Resources Manager Celestina Buckley.

applications online at
www.usps.com/careers
Applicants must be 18 years of
age, or 16 years of age with a
high school diploma or GED.
All applicants must be able to
pass drug screening and a
criminal background investi-
gation. Some positions require
an exam. Any position that has
a driving requirement will
also require a valid driver
license and clean DMV 2-year
driving history. Citizenship or
permanent resident status of
five years is also required.

SEE 0UR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THIS ISSUE - PAGE 15
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Bettina ""Tina"
Patricia Gervase

March 16, 1932 - Feb. 24, 2023
Resident of Willow Glen; member
of the St. Christopher’s choir

wife, mother, sister, nonnie and friend,
passed away peacefully at her home on
February 24th.

She was born on March 16, 1932, in Chica-
go Heights, Illinois, to Ralph and Lydia
Guidotti and was the middle child of three.

Tina grew up in a large Italian family, sur-
rounded byher grandparents, siblings, aunts
and uncles, cousins and friends. She attended
Bosse High School in Evansville, Indiana and
went on to attend Indiana University.

Upon leaving college, she pursued her life-
long dream of becoming a flight attendant
and supervisor, working for United Airlines.
After years of travel and adventure, she met
the love of her life, Nick. The two married in
1963 and embarked on a new chapter as
newlyweds by moving to California, settling
in San Jose where they would raise their fam-
ily.

In addition to being a mother to three chil-
dren, Tina worked in the offices of Canoas
Elementary School and continued to have an
administrative career, working for John Han-
cock Insurance Company and Sun Microsys-
tems, Inc.

Tina was a devout catholic and was a proud
member of the St. Christopher’s choir,

B ettina (Tina) Patricia Gervase, beloved

singing every Sunday at 11:00am mass for
almost 50 years. In addition, one of her great
joys was being a Eucharistic minister, bring-
ing communion and leading prayer with her
“little people” at Herman Sanitarium Nursing
Home where she visited every week for
many years.

She loved to travel, lunch with her friends,
swim at the Timpany Center and crochet
scrubbies for everyone she met. A faithful
fan, Tina never missed a San Francisco Giants
or 49ers game, always cheering for her home
teams. She enjoyed watching Jeopardy, and
the only treat she asked for on the weekends
was a single 2-hour gin martini. She began
each day with a crossword puzzle and made
sure to always eat dinner by candlelight.

Her beautiful smile, positive attitude and
infectious laughter lit up every room she
entered. She lived for her family and was
happiest when surrounded by her husband,

children and grandchildren. She was a gift to
us all and she will forever be in our hearts.

Tina is survived by her husband of 60
years, Nick, her daughter Gabrielle (Mark),
her son Nick, her daughter Francesca (Ray),
grandchildren Alexandra, Marcus, Kyle,
Sophia, Ray, Anthony, and Ava, her sister Lois
and her many cousins, nieces and nephews.

A mass in her honor was held Friday,
March 31st at St. Christopher’s Catholic
Church.

Robert "Bob"”
A. Romeo

July 7, 1947 - March 16, 2023
Resident of Willow Glen

obert "Bob" A. Romeo a longtime resi-
Rdent of Willow Glen passed peacefully,

on March 16th, 2023, after an extended
illness.

Bob is survived by Lill, his wife of 30 years.
Over those 30 years Bob and Lill shared
many things including travel, watching the
family grow and expand. Ultimately enjoying
arewarding life.

Bob grew up in San Jose along with his sis-
ter Pam Reinke (Joseph), and his brother
Frank Romeo (pre-deceased). He graduated
from Willow Glen High School in 1965. Bob is
also survived by his children Kimberlee Tele-
sco (John), Joseph 'Rob’ Romeo (Aimee) and
his grandchildren, Brittany, Brianna, Connor
and Jacob and Niece and Nephew Joseph and
Andrea Reinke. Bob was surrounded by his
extended family including Michelle Dover
(Nick) and Mike Tobar (Coolie), their chil-

dren Steven, Chelsie (Josh), Tyler (Damaris),
Lola and a growing list of great grandchil-
dren.

Bob was a proud and honored Air Force
Veteran stationed stateside, England and
Libya.

Bob lived his best life enjoying his favorite
teams, the Giants and 49ers, Golf, and was
very proud of Bowling 300 at Fiesta Lanes.

He made lots of friends delivering cool
treats to his (B & R Ice Cream) customers and
moved toward retirement bringing smiles
and the best cuts as a butcher at Whole
Foods.

Lill and the family offer a heartfelt thank
you to the VA for their commitment to Bob's
health as well as our newest friend Miss
Ruby Martinez, his loving care giver for two
years.

Private graveside services will be held at
California Central Coast Veterans Cemetery

at time of internment.

One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents
G.R.L.T.
SELF-CONFIDENCE
RESILIENCE

LIFE SKILLS

SAFE BOUNDARIES

It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the
what these incredible teachers have to offer us.” - GRIT Participant

OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and
self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.
The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbcglobal.net 408-778-3567

Al

ity to learn

Al Olseen
State Farm Agent
3267 S White Road,
San Jose, CA 95148

Phone:(408) 274-4900
Hours: 9 am — 6 pm
(Lunch 1-2 pm)

Drive
home the

savings.

Car and home combo.

Combine your homeowners
and car policies and save
big-time.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there’
CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm™
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Boys & Girls Clubs of Silicon

R L

Valley hosts NorCal Intra-State
Youth of the Year event

he Boys & Girls Clubs of Sili-
Tcon Valley, in collaboration

with digital workflow com-
pany ServiceNow, hosted out-
standing members of the Boys &
Girls Clubs for the Northern Cali-
fornia Intra-State Youth of the Year
(YOY) competition - the next step
towards the coveted National
Youth of the Year title.

For more than a century, Boys &
Girls Clubs have played a vital role
in helping transform the lives of
millions of young people across
this country through positive inter-
actions with caring adults and
potentially life-enhancing pro-
grams.

The Youth of the Year program
has been Boys & Girls Clubs of
America’s premier recognition
program, offering these promising
Club members an opportunity to
hone their leadership skills, make
valuable connections, and to gain
access to more than $1 million in
scholarship funds.

“We really appreciate Servi-
ceNow for hosting this important

event. Youth of the Year is an amaz-
ing opportunity to celebrate some
extraordinary young people,” said
BGCSV Chief Development Officer
Machelle Locsin. “We are thrilled to
send one such member to compete
in the state, regional, and perhaps
even the national (YOY) competi-
tion.”

The event was held this past
Thursday at ServiceNow head-
quarters, "We're happy to host the
BGCSV for the annual Youth of the
Year event,” said Angelina Her-
rera, vice president, global diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion at Ser-
viceNow.

“ServiceNow is committed to
advancing diversity, equity,
inclusion both within our own
organization and within the
broader community to con-
tribute to a world that is more
caring, fair, and just. Programs
like Boys & Girls Clubs align to
this mission, and we're thrilled to
be able to provide a safe space
where people can learn, connect,
and grow.”
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Sukhdev is shown on left far end of table with donations.

Nextdoor
builds

bridges

People helping people

By Kevin Larsen
Times staff writer

There is a good feeling one can get by reaching out to
help others whom are unknown to them.

The ability to freely connect is magnified by the
advent of this social media application called Nextdoor.

It’s easy, free to join and allows you to help members
of your local community easily.

Example of care

One day a kind lady reached out on social media in
our area to ask for a room to stay in. She was tired of
the raindrops slapping down on the roof of her vehicle.
This was posted.

“In need of a room to rent.  work full time and am des-
perately looking for a place. Living in van isn’t suitable
for us right now. If anyone has a room to rent, please
reach out. I am a recovering person who found a new
way of life through church. Please help me find a place
to call home.”

She was so honest and open in her post that she even
posted her face.

Many began to ask for someone on Nextdoor to help
offer her a room for she had the new job to pay for it
and it was just too much for her to continue living in a
movable metal machine. Just too much. One person
posted, “First off, may God bless you and your wonderful
family. this is so touching you posting to get a room.
maybe someone can offer you a room, I pray for that for
you, you took time to come onto Nextdoor and please
continue to post and ask for room, we will try to help
you.”

Another person stated, “You have brothers and sisters
out here in Nextdoor-Land who care deeply for your
plight and situation and will be there for you in prayer,
maybe too, some kind Nextdoor reader will message you
with help. Always know people love you and care for you
and your family.”

Nextdoor assists others

One of many discussion groups is called “Depressed

but Hopeful” and these words posted by someone in
the group resonate well in how the Nextdoor applica-
tion has special connecting power to the people.

“Hello to all, this space is meant to give others like
myself who struggles from depression an opportunity to
move forward towards peace of mind from this life-
altering, motivating, non-judgmental, and open-minded
space to freely let emotions out from the mind, heart,
and soul freely letting go of negative thoughts that can
be overwhelming that keep our emotions from seeing
the brighter side of life. To all that are experiencing dif-
ficulties overcoming depression, let’s help each other get
better. So please feel free to let go here, you're safe, and
together we can get better!”

Good things begin to blossom

Then one day she announced to all: “FOUND A PLACE
TO CALL HOME...... Thanks everyone for your support!!!
She is my saving grace!!!”

This act of kindness from a person to let her move
into the house and pay for a room was so wonderful
and all brought about by Nextdoor. Some bad mouth
the internet but while it has negative issues, it can also
offer an oasis of hope and act in profound ways to help
others.

Comforter, heater and pillow

A man from the Sikh Gurdwara of San Jose reached
out with these new items and they were delivered.
The response from the lovely lady was, “Thank You, I
appreciate everything that your group does. The heater
will give me justice in the cold weather. I speak from my
heart in saying the Sikhs are great people, very nice and
non-judgmental. Thank you, Sukhdev.”

She went on to say, “With faith and perseverance,
those who are struggling can conquer anything. I do
believe in a higher power.”

Message from Sukhdev Baniwal

“Helping those in need is one of the basic principles of
Sikhism. American Sikhs have been contributing to the
society by providing free hot meals, blankets, and other
essential to those in need, whether it be serving our
unhoused population or helping victims of natural dis-
asters. I am glad we could help by providing small things
for our neighbor in Evergreen. Let’s all show compas-
sion for those in need and give generously to make a dif-
ference in our city of San Jose.”

Nextdoor geometrically increases giving

Speaking silently in typed letters, messages made on a
keyboard electronically move through the internet
from one tower to another and land quietly in the hands
of those who clicked their mouse. One may not know
their neighbors who live just next-door, but the
Nextdoor electronically messaged neighbors within this
application freely speak to anyone in the community on
topics that fly all over the place due to ease of keying
into dialogue and simple effective messaging platforms.

See NEXTDOOR, page 11
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THE VILLAGES
GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

The Best Kept Secret in Silicon Valley

e Country Club Living

¢ 18 and 9 Hole Golf Courses

¢ Tennis, Bocce and Pickle Ball
¢ Fitness Center

¢ 4 Swimming Pools with Spa

e Library & Post Office

* Many Clubs & Organizations
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Dee Ramirez

Realtor Lic # 00683945

T 408.440.7617

Email: Dee@DeeRamirez.com

SAN JOSE " _
kw GATEWAY Website: www.DeeRamirez.com

KELLERWILLIAMS Office: 2925 The Villages Parkway * San Jose * CA + 95135
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SOS Auto REPAIR

We are open as an
essential service and
taking all recommended
CDC precautions.

408-477-2242
3519 San Felipe Rd.
San Jose, CA 95135

www.sosautorepair.com

Mr. Peabody's

ﬂw Most | cnwj‘ul Green Lleamng On the Planet

Carpet & Upholstery cleanmg-i

Complete Carpet Cleaning,
Stone Polishing and Repair

(408) 254-1949
Serving Willow Glen since 1995
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County YMCA partnership for
affordable after school child care

By County Supervisor
Joe Simitian

hen I authored Transi-
Wtional Kindergarten
(TK) legislation as a

California State Senator more
than a decade ago, I envisioned
a new grade level for our
schools that would help “young
fives” develop the academic and
social skills needed to transition
to a full day of school.

Since then, TK has fulfilled its
promise, growing into a vital “in
between” grade for four-year-
olds who do not turn five in time
for the state’s age cut-off to start
regular kindergarten.

Because school is usually half-days for our
youngest students, pairing TK with support-
ive after school care—and making it accessi-
ble to all—is key. I'm gratified that my col-
leagues on the Board of Supervisors agreed,
unanimously supporting my proposal to
partner with the YMCA of Silicon Valley to
help our most vulnerable kids and families
succeed.

This school year, the County and the YMCA
are helping more than 30 families with kids
under the age of five access after school care
in the West Valley and North County commu-
nities of my district, District Five.

With County funding, the YMCA offered
nearly six times more scholarships to the Y
After School Program than last year to fami-
lies needing financial assistance. This newly
available County scholarship funding is par-
ticularly timely with so many working par-
ents still struggling financially postpandemic.

The opportunity to coordinate TK and
YMCA after school programming meant my
efforts have come full circle—at a crucial
time. The legislation [ authored—Senate Bill
1381, the Kindergarten Readiness Act of
2010—was expanded by the Governor and
the Legislature in 2021 to ensure all four
year olds have the opportunity to enroll in
TK.

This expansion of TK statewide means a

Report
Joe Simitian
County Supervisor

growing number of kids
under age five are eligible for
TK this school year. That
means working parents/care-
givers have had to scramble to
find safe, stable, and develop-
mentally appropriate after
school care for their children
so they can focus on employ-
ment and housing stability.

The YMCA after school pro-
grams do exactly that, provid-
ing targeted childcare servic-
es that have a deep and delib-
erate integration with partner
schools.

Running from the end of the
TK school day until 6PM, five
days a week for 180 school days each year,
the Y After School Program is available for
kids under the age of five at schools in the
West Valley—in Almaden Valley, Cupertino,
and Saratoga. Because the program is pro-
vided onsite at our schools, the YMCA has
been able to reduce the challenges of cost,
proximity, and transportation for many fam-
ilies.

Recently I had the opportunity to drop in
on a Y After School Program in my district,
where some of the youngsters were attend-
ing with support from the County’s scholar-
ship funding. [t made my day to see this qual-
ity program in action: kids engaged, laugh-
ing, and learning beyond the classroom; a
public-private partnership that’s truly a win-
win for kids and families.

Editor's Note: Santa Clara County Supervi-
sor Joe Simitian represents the Fifth District
which includes Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos
Hills, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Mountain
View, Palo Alto, Saratoga, Stanford, portions
of San Jose and unincorporated communities
in the Santa Cruz Mountains. He was elected
to the Santa Clara County Board of Supervi-
sors in 2012 and re-elected in 2016 and 2020.
Stay up to date on news and events happening
in District Five by signing up for Supervisor
Simitian’s newsletter: district5.sccgov.org/
newsletter

Liccardo

Continued from page 1

The 75-year-old congresswoman said she
will retire in the near future, but has no
plans yet. She’d like to follow through on
immigration reform and allocating research
funding to the energy fusion plant in Liver-
more before leaving public office.

Liccardo previously told San José Spot-
light he wouldn’t run for Congress unless
there was an open seat, but his conversation
with Lofgren, and the recent poll, suggest
otherwise. He said he hasn’t made any deci-
sions yet.

“I'm considering several options right
now about how to best serve our communi-
ty,” Liccardo told San José Spotlight.

Larry Gerston, San Jose State University
political science professor emeritus, said
Liccardo is a “class act” for calling Lofgren
and admitting he paid for the poll. But the
former mayor has a hard road ahead of him

if he tries to challenge her. He said Liccardo
will have to consider which district he’'d
have more support in and who he could out-
fundraise—a difficult feat because Lofgren
and Eshoo are both well connected. Lofgren
already has at least $1 million on hand and
Eshoo has around $500,000, according to
campaign filings. Liccardo has not filed to
run.

“It’s always more likely that incumbents
are able to hold on to their seats,” Gerston
said. “But (what) we should consider (is): is
he really running for one of those seats or is
he running to get his name out?”

Lofgren said she isn’t worried about a Lic-
cardo run because she’s confident in her
support base. Lofgren previously beat out
Liccardo’s mentor, former San Jose Mayor
Tom McEnery, when they faced off in 1994.
She said she was an underdog at that point,
but now it’s a different race.

“Obviously, I'm not an underdog at this
point. [ have arecord to run on. I'm proud of
what I've done,” Lofgren said.
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Times Feature

IRISH FLAG RAISING CEREMONY AT CITY HALL - San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan and fel-

low Councilmembers held an Irish Dublin flag-raising ceremony March 8 to welcome
the Lord Mayor of Dublin Carolyn Conroy and Dublin City Council delegation. Dublin has
a long standing 37-year Sister City relationship with the City of San José and city law-
makers said they were honored to host the delegation.

Legislative audit
committee approves
state audit on San Jose

homelessness spending

he Joint Legislative Audit Committee
Tapproved a bipartisan audit request last

week by State Senator Dave Cortese
that will examine public funding spent on
homelessness in the City of San Jose.

Request made to evaluate approach to
spending

Cortese’s audit request asked the California
State Auditor to evaluate the City’s approach
to homelessness spending and its efficacy in
helping move unhoused people into shelter,
housing, and supportive services. In addition
to the City of San Jose, the State Auditor will
select a second city to undergo a comparable
evaluation.

Senator Cortese has requested the audit be
published by September 2023 — in time to
implement any recommended changes
through legislation or through the state budg-
et.

Transparency

“Adding transparency will help both local
and state jurisdictions work together to figure

out how to best spend state homelessness
funding,” Cortese said. “This audit is not to
single out any city — it is to single out the fact
that human suffering on our streets has per-
sisted far too long. Let’s shine a light on home-
lessness spending, adopt best practices, and
get more people off the street and into a bet-
ter life.”

Bipartisan audit requested

The bipartisan audit request is authored by
Senator Cortese and co-authored by Senator
Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh (R-Yucaipa), Senator
Roger Niello (R-Fair Oaks), Assemblymember
Evan Low (D-San Jose), Assemblymember
Josh Hoover (R-Folsom).

While the 2021 state budget included $12
billion over two years to address homeless-
ness, the population of people living on the
streets of San Jose continues to rise. In fact,
San Jose has the highest number of unhoused
youth in the nation, according to a recent
report. Within the City of San Jose, the 2022
Point-In-Time Report on Homelessness
counted 6,650 unhoused individuals.

Senator Cortese first called for the audit last
year following a tour of the Columbus Park
encampment in San Jose, which has been one
of the largest homeless encampments in Cali-
fornia. The audit request was encouraged by
homeless advocates and Santa Clara County
Supervisor Cindy Chavez.

pi has rng

San Jose photographer Wes Lee shot this photo of Montgomery Hill Park (located behind
Evergreen Valley College) on the first day of spring, March 21.

FROM $125 PER HOUR
Lincoln Stretch Limo - Lincoln Town Car

Mercedes Grand Sedan — Mercedes Limo Van
Cadillac Escalade SUV - Ford Expedition SUV

(888) 582-9987

reserve@newwestlimo.com

NewWestLimo.com
\\04:0‘.’;5
WSS,
< = | Amy L. Horowitz Attorney at Law

Almaden Law Group provides
estate planning
and probate services.

Amy is committed to delivering high value services
at a reasonable price. She establishes a comfortable,
compassionate and trusting relationship with her clients.

Contact Almaden Law Group
to schedule a free initial
office consultation.

Almaden Law Group
6501 Crown Boulevard, Suite 200

Phone: 408-268-8530
Email: amy@almadenlawgroup.com
www.almadenlawgroup.com
Now accepting all major credit cards
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How Machine Learning
with Remote Sensing can
save coastal dead zones

Times Feature

Just keep swimming...in deadly conditions (Part 3)

crops’ nitrogen status efficiency with up to
85% accuracy, close to “ground-truth quality.”
So these airborne sensors are not only a pow-
erfully precise tool for remote sensing, they
also allow us to monitor larger areas quickly

By Apoorva Panidapu

n the last two articles, we
I talked about how human activ-

ity is increasing eutrophication
(aka an excess of nutrients),
thereby causing the alarming
expansion of dead zones (low-
oxygen areas of water). This is
killing our aquatic life and wors-
ening climate change. But don’t
lose hope yet! Here comes the
good part: we can do something
about it.

Last column, we discussed how
amachine learning approach with
remote sensing can improve pre-
dictions about how natural systems
behave, improve data analysis
automation, and use these insights
to better manage our resources to
stop dead zones. With agricultural
activity steadily increasing, it's time
to go all in on what's called precision
agriculture to find exactly where we need fer-
tilizers the most and to achieve this ideal fer-
tilization point using machine learning.

How do we do this? Simply put, remote sens-
ing can detect the energy reflected from
ground surfaces. The chemical composition of
leaves, including their nitrogen levels, changes
how much energy is reflected, but we need
high sensitivity to monitor this minute change.

Airborne Hyperspectral Sensors to Meas-
ure Crop Traits

Introducing: hyperspectral sensors! Operat-
ing on the nanoscale, hyperspectral sensors
can detect differences as small as 3-5 nanome-
ters across their entire range and offer hun-
dreds of wavelengths across the full range of
visible, near-infrared, and shortwave infrared
with high spatial resolution (<1 m). For com-
parison, other airborne remote sensing tech-
nologies can only pick up the visible spectrum
and potentially near-infrared, i.e., some small
number of spectral bands.

Earlier this year, a research team from the
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign put
powerful hyperspectral sensors on a plane
and flew it over an Illinois corn field three
times. These sensors let them scan fields
incredibly quickly, taking only a few seconds
per acre. Since the sensors obtain much higher
spectral and spatial resolution compared to
satellites, the team was able to detect the

Gems in
STEM

By Apoorva
Panidapu

and at low cost, without sacrific-

ing too much accuracy.

This study by UIUC was the first
attempt ever to use full-range
(400-2400 nanometers) optical
airborne hyperspectral sensors to
measure a bunch of important
crop traits, like photosynthetic
capacity and nitrogen
content/concentration, at both
leaf and canopy scales. This is sci-
ence, baby!

For their research, the UIUC
team ALSO developed the current
best algorithm for detecting nitro-
gen reflectance data from the

hyperspectral sensors, which they
expect will be used in upcoming
detection technologies.

Sheng Wang, assistant professor in
the Agroecosystem Sustainability
Center of UIUC, says,

“Our approach fills a gap between
field measurements and satellites and pro-
vides a cost-effective and highly accurate
approach to crop nitrogen management in
sustainable precision agriculture.”

Their end goal is to equip satellites with this
technology of hyperspectral sensors, thereby
allowing farmers to monitor their fields’ nutri-
ent status early on in the growing season to
make better-informed decisions about how to
use fertilizers sustainably and efficiently.

Okay, so we’ve talked a lot about crops,
crops, and more crops. But we started out this
article talking about dead zones, i.e., areas in
water. Turns out we can tag team this problem
by monitoring nutrients in both crops and
coastal waters.

-2 TS
Deep Learning for Spatiotemporal
Assessments of Nutrients in Coastal Waters

Two important limiting nutrients in coastal
waters are dissolved inorganic nitrogen (DIN)
and dissolved inorganic phosphorus (DIP).

High DIP and DIN can trigger eutrophication
and all its gruesome effects that we talked about
before, leading to water quality deterioration.
To make sure this doesn’t happen, we need to
monitor DIN and DIP in coastal waters, just like
we monitored the nitrogen levels in crops.

Unfortunately, most field survey techniques
for monitoring these nutrients in water are
expensive and time-consuming. Not only that,
current site-based monitoring techniques only
really give us the regional water quality status.
Considering how much water we would need
to monitor constantly, both of these are prob-
ably not the Goldilocks monitoring method we
want. :( The search continues!

What we do want is a big picture under-
standing of water quality in the context of both
time and space, or what we call its spatiotem-
poral patterns, at a large scale, but we want to
obtain this understanding at a low cost. If we

can do this, we can understand our coastal
waters and how to effectively treat them.

Wait, why do we want spatiotemporal pat-
terns? Seems like more trouble than it’s worth,
no? Well, we can intuitively see that water
(especially off coasts) is a pretty complex envi-
ronment. Say we're trying to model a wave and
how each of its water droplets behave. We can
imagine that this behavior changes depending
on the specific location and coast, not to men-
tion the changing seasons. If we only took into
account one of these factors, we probably
wouldn’t get an accurate picture! Indeed,
coastal waters usually have highly seasonal
changes in short time intervals, and even more
complex factors depending on its coast. So, it
makes sense that the relationship between
nutrients in water and remote sensing varies
with space and time. That's why we care about
spatiotemporal patterns—they enable us to
make better predictions.

To find this big picture understanding,
researchers Wu et al. (2022) from Zhejiang
University and UIUC developed a spatiotem-
poral deep-learning model (ST-DBN) to esti-
mate large-scale nutrients. Using remote sens-
ing, they achieved very strong predictions,
established relationships between measured
environmental factors and satellite maps, and
reduced estimation errors by over 40% com-
pared to non-spatiotemporal models!

How?

For their study, these researchers used satel-
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of aquatic ecosystems

lite data to explore the spatiotemporal distri-
butions of DIN and DIP over the region of Zhe-
jiang Coastal Sea (ZCS) from 2010-2018. Using
the spatiotemporal patterns of nutrients
based on the annual, seasonal, monthly, and 8-
day average distributions, they wanted to
answer three main questions:

1. Can the long-term and large-scale DIN and
DIP distribution be accurately estimated by a
nonlinear ST-DBN?

2. How did the spatiotemporal distributions
of DIN, DIP, and water quality in ZCS change in
the period 2010-2018?

3. How can the government control nutri-
ents and improve water quality in the future?

In their study, they found that

- It'sayes to Question #1! We can accurately
estimate the long-term and large-scale DIN
and DIP distribution with a spatiotemporal
model.

- The water quality was better in spring and
summer and poorer in fall and winter.

- The concentration of DIN and DIP decreased
by 24% and 19% in the period 2010-2018,
respectively. But, the water quality didn’t signif-
icantly improve. Even though the DIN concen-
tration was lower, it still greatly exceeded the
worst quality level’s critical value.

- DIN contributed 93.9% to the worst quali-
ty, while DIP only accounted for 37.8%. This
goes to show that the eutrophication of DIP in
the ZCS has gotten much better compared to
that of DIN.

B ONLINE: WILLOWGLENTIMES.COM

Stage 1: Data Collection and Integration

MoDIs
(daily or 8-day)

Spatiotemporal
Information

Monitored
DIN and DIP

Stage 2: Spatiotemporal deep learning model

Pre-training i Fine-tuning

L J
1

Performance evaluation based on cross-validation

}

Quantitative relationships between nutrients and satellite data

}

Prediction and Mapping

Stage 3: Analysis and Assessment

8-day mean distribution of nutrients in Zhejiang coastal sea over 2010-2018
Spatiotemporal pattern analysis of Large-scale water quality
nutrient levels assessments

[

Scientific support for coastal environment management

The researchers concluded that the Zhejiang
Province government should monitor the
runoff, velocity, and DIN concentration more
frequently in their waters. They should espe-
cially try to control DIN more effectively, par-
ticularly in fall and winter when the water
quality is worse.

This study proves that using spatiotempo-
ral-incorporated deep learning models with
remote sensing technology works to monitor
nutrients and water quality in coastal areas!
But, there’s a reason we haven’t hit the ground
running yet—there’s a few challenges left to
conquer.

Challenges in the Long-Term and Large-
Scale

In order to scale and implement these
machine learning models to all our coastal
waters, we need data. Unfortunately, we can’t
do much if we don’t have accessible and cur-
rent data sets to train our model. In particular,
we would need Analysis Ready Data (ARD) to
be readily available, which requires a lot of
time and computational power (not to men-
tion smart people) to prepare. We also have
technical mountains to climb in preprocessing,
extracting, synthesizing, analyzing, storing,
transferring, and basically just wrangling
these large data sets more efficiently to end up
with an accurate and well-developed training
data set, which can get hard when we’re talk-
ing about complex environments like coastal
waters and multi-scale, multi-sensor and mul-
ti-platform, and multi-temporal earth obser-
vation. Phew, that’s a lot of multi’s.

As our climate changes, accurate projections
are increasingly important. With machine
learning and close to real-time data from satel-
lites and ocean exploration from remote sens-
ing, we can dive head-first into monitoring
dead zones and fertilizer pollutant levels to
predictand respond to eutrophication quickly.
We can stop the expansion of dead zones, and
protect our aquatic life and ecosystems from
the doomsday fishbowl.

Before you go, [ have one last question for
you: Do you like spatiotemporal patterns?
Because I love & appreciate you across space
and time. <3

Until next time! If you have any questions or
comments, please email me at apoorvap-
writes@gmail.com.

As a recap: this column, Gems in STEM, is a
place to learn about various STEM topics that
I find exciting, and that I hope will excite you
too. [t will always be written to be fairly acces-
sible, so you don’t have to worry about not
having background knowledge. However, it
does occasionally get more advanced towards
the end.
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L ! BEST Training &

RSVP required and for more information,
email: info@bestphysicaltherapy.com

Group Rates Available!

Physical Therapy &
Periormance

Your Fitness & Rehabilitation Partners

Classes

v build strength

v increase flexibility
v improve balance
v improve posture
v injury prevention
v boost mood

BEST Performance Training
(6155 Almaden Expressway)

1:1 training

1 session = $70

4 sessions = $270
8 sessions = $520
12 sessions = $720

Small group Training (2-3 participants)
1 session = $50

4 sessions = $190

8 sessions = $360

12 sessions = $480 * Sessions are 55 minutes

*

Y Featured Specials

Sign Up Before May 5, 2023

Strength &
Conditioning for Golf
1 session: $40
8 sessions (2x/week): $300

12 sessions (2x/week): $420

Boot Camp
Every Saturday: 9:00-10:00am
Class Minimum: 3 participants
1 session: $35
8 sessions: $240
12 sessions: $300

Youth Strength &
Conditioning

1 session: $40
8 sessions (2x/week): $300
12 sessions (2x/week): $420

—

For Class Details visit:

www.bestphysicaltherapy.com/bestclasses

BEST CORE Level 1  $23 per session

(6155 Almaden Expressway) 8 sessions: $140
Monday, Thursday 10:00am-10:50am 12 sessions: $180

BEST CORE Level 2

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 9am-9:50am 12 sessions: $180

Tuesday, Thursday 6:15pm-7:05pm

BEST CORE Level 3  $23 per session

(6155 Almaden Expressway) 8 sessions: $140
Monday, Wednesday 5:45pm-6:35pm 12 sessions: $180
Friday 4:00pm-4:50pm

BEST Balance

(6155 Almaden Expressway)
Mon, Tues, Weds, Thurs
11:30am-12:15pm

Stren_g?h & 1 session: $40
Conditioning for 8 sessions (2x/week): $300
Tennis & Pickleball 12 sessions (2x/week): $420

$23 per session

$25 per session

8 sessions 2x week: $170
12 sessions 3x week: $220

Strength Training for Runners
1 session: $40 - Drop in
8 sessions (2x/week): $300
12 sessions (2x/week): $420

Info & Questions?
info@bestphysicaltherapy.com
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IN CONCERT LIVE TO FILM

FILM WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

SAN JOSE CENTER ror THE PERFORMING ARTS
APRIL 29, 2023 at 7:00pm - APRIL 30, 2023 at 2:00pm

Performance Live with Symphony San Jose

Presented by:
PRESENTATION LICENSED BY DISNEY CONCERTS

.. $YMPHONY
: $AN JOSE

Information & Tickets at www.symphonysanjose.org or call (408) 286-2600

CATALYTIC CONVERTER
ETCH AND PROTECT
PROGRAM

In memory of The Nguyen
and the Nguyen Family

Please join the San Jose Police Department and the
San Jose Police Foundation for the Catalytic
Converter Etching Program.

Etching a converter with your license plate or
VIN number will assist police to help track the
converter in the event it is stolen and recovered.

EASY AS 1-2-3!
AND IT'S FREE!

Make an appointment with
one of our partners by
calling your choice below.

Register your vehicle
for the program.

Get Etched!

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES ARE CURRENT SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT ETCH AND PROTECT PARTNERS. IF
YOU ARE AN AUTOMOTIVE BUSINESS OWNER WHO WISHES TO PARTNER WITH THE SAN JOSE POLICE
DEPARTMENT ETCH AND PROTECT PROGRAM, PLEASE CONTACT CAPTAIN TRAYER: 3301eSANJOSECA.GOV

CAPITOL HONDA STEVENS CREEK TOYOTA SPEEDEE/MIDAS
745 CAPITOL EXPY, 4202 STEVENS CREEK BLVD. 1825 E. CAPITOL EXPY,
SAN JOSE SAN JOSE SAN JOSE

A408-445-4422 408-984-1234 408-531-0701

Disclaimer: Etching the catalytic converter does not guarantee it will not be stolen, nor is it guarantee of
recovery...but it could help!

Animal shelters
and nonprofits
face uphill climb

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer
nimal shelters and rescue organizations
Aare turning to the community for help in
addressing the overpopulation of cats
and dogs.

Representatives from these groups spoke at
the Feb. 13 Almaden Valley Community Asso-
ciation meeting to encourage residents to
spay and neuter pets, as well as adopt, foster
or volunteer to help care for homeless ani-
mals.

There are an estimated 125,000 homeless
cats in Santa Clara County and cats make up
two-thirds of the animals in shelters, accord-
ing to the Town Cats website. To break the
breeding cycle, animal shelters and their part-
ners favor a Trap-Neuter-Return approach,
where cats are trapped, spayed or neutered
and returned to their original locations.

“Overpopulation breeds suffering,” said Kim
MclIntyre, director of the St. Francis Animal
Protection Society. “Unfixed animals and lim-
ited low-cost services mean more dogs and
cats than there are homes and resources to
ensure the quality of life for each,” she said.

McIntyre said the halt of non-essential vet-
erinary services like spaying and neutering
during the height of the pandemic further
exacerbated the problem.

St. Francis Animal Protection Society helps
unhoused people care for their pets. In order
to be eligible for housing where pets are
allowed, people have to show proof of owner-
ship, and vaccination and spay/neuter
records. In the past year, the society fixed 100
animals and held numerous vaccine clinics at
encampments.

“By helping the animals, we're also helping
the people,” McIntyre said. “We hope it
relieves some of the strain from the shelters.”

Jay Terrado, deputy director of San Jose Ani-
mal Care and Services, said as cat and kitten
intake increases during kitten season in
March, the animal shelter will need to find
adoptive or foster homes for them and are
depending on its rescue partners for assis-
tance. The animal shelter has many large
dogs also in need of homes, he said.

Pre-pandemic, San Jose Animal Care and
Services took in more than 18,000 animals
annually, including rabbits. During the past
year, it took in 15,632 animals. Of these, 1,494
cats and 1,074 dogs were adopted. Others
were returned to owners, transferred,

released after being spayed/neutered or died.
In 2022, the animal shelter worked with over
90 rescue organizations and transferred over
5,400 animals to its partners.

Kim Meclntyre, director of the St. Francis Animal
Protection Society, said overpopulation of cats and
dogs breeds suffering.

\j 14 /

Jay Terrado, deputy director of San Jose Animal
Care and Services, said the animal shelter needs to
find adoptive or foster homes for its cats and dogs.

Terrado said although the animal shelter
wants to do trap and return spay and neuter-
ing services five to seven days a week, it faced
staffing issues last year and continues to have
two veterinarian vacancies. Working with
partners, it has completed 119 spay or neuter
surgeries since January. Pre-pandemic, in
2018-19, it completed more than 1,000 spay
and neuter surgeries per quarter, with a total
of 5,640 for the year.

Terrado said one of San Jose Animal Care
and Services goals is to reduce the length of
time the animals it cares for stay. He said shel-
ter overpopulation affects the mental and
emotional well-being of animals.

“There are a lot of pets in our shelter right
now that need more support when it comes to
their behavior, but it's not something we can
address,” he said, “...because the shelter is a
stressful place for many of the animals we
take in.”

San Jose Animal Care and Services is hoping
to increase adoptions through postings on
social media. It accepts financial donations as
well as animal supplies like pet food, dog
crates, blankets and newspapers.

“We definitely need more support from our
community,” Terrado said. “We cannot do this
alone.”

Vanessa Forney created Bay Area Cats to
decrease the number of unfixed cats in the
community. The organization helps with low-
cost spaying and neutering and connects peo-
ple with resources.

Forney said Trap-Neuter-Return is the
humane way to control community cat pop-
ulations. She said cats can reproduce as
early as four-months-old and as often as
every two to three months. One unspayed
female can result in 200 to 400 cats in a
couple of years, she said.

Kittens and their mothers should be taken
to shelters for Trap-Neuter-Return, she said,
but feral kittens less than four weeks old
should be left for their mothers to care for if
they're clean, healthy and not in danger.

Dinah Hayse, a volunteer with the Danc-
ing Cat adoption lounge and founder of Dis-
trict 10’s Community Cats Working Group,
said one of biggest reasons for people giv-
ing up their pets to shelters is landlords not
allowing pets.

“Help somebody have a place to live and
keep their pets with them,” she said. “As a ten-
ant, make sure pets are on your lease. Please
don’t go adopt an animal if you aren’t
allowed to.”

Hayse said another cause of animal sur-
render is a family member dying. She rec-
ommends people plan ahead as to who will
take care of their pets. She suggests pet
owners set aside savings for medical emer-
gencies or get pet insurance and have their
animals microchipped.

“A microchip can make a difference in an
animal having a long shelter stay versus
going back to its owner who loves it,” Mcln-
tyre added.
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Nextdoor

Continued from page 4

The call out to ask for help to urgently get a
room and come out of the cold was met by a
kind person on Nextdoor. Then something
else happened, others began to message and
giving was magnified.

‘Although everyone can’t always help
with everything someone can always help
with something’

Another ND neighbor, decided to drop off
two bags of groceries freshly bought to help
further. This neighbor not only bought the
groceries for the person in need but also for
her pet. She believes pets are an important
part of family and a source of unconditional
love and support, so addressing the needs of
a pet companion are equally important when
helping a person in need. When asked for a
message to be delivered, while this Good
Samaritan lady was giving the two big bags.
She said, “I am not wealthy but I have a heart
that feels for others! Although everyone can’t
always help with everything, someone can
always help with something! It’s the little act of
kindness that makes the difference and brings
brightness in the life of others. All living beings
have the same light in them and there is inner
oneness behind all the outward diversity.” This
Good Samaritan further said, “Please tell her
she is loved! She is very important.”

Perhaps the most wonderful thing that this
free internet app. achieved is to deliver hope
and kindness by creating beautiful and
touching smiles for the ones in need and
those that give. Each day, Nextdoor creates
such warm feelings in one’s heart.

Situations of kindness pop up all the
time

# Nextdoor

Another lady who recently had surgery
and was waiting for her disability check to
arrive was stuck because social services was
delaying it from, “kicking in.” She posted up
on Nextdoor for help. That day, over 40
neighbors reached out in kind ways to let
her know of local nonprofits that help and
also immediately offered her a bridge of
assistance. So many posted to her that one
person wrote, “Is there anything else you
need? So many angels around you have come
out to help, God almighty has his strong arms
around you.”

Our society is experiencing greater
challenges

Difficult human situations are growing
around us and Nextdoor builds bridges and
bestows hope with very special communica-
tion connections. When this recent post
below appeared, almost immediately, non-
profit phone numbers were posted so that
this family could reach out for new avenues
of help. The posts contained special knowl-
edge with love and by joining the people in a
community with interactive internet word
conversations, one just knew this situation
too would get the help it needs through the
use of Nextdoor.

“It is with great sadness and a heavy heart

that I ask you for your support. I have four
kids and I'm currently homeless. We have
been sleeping at various shelters in the com-
munity and I am steady looking for work
every opportunity I have. All my belongings
are packed into my pickup truck and it’s
extremely difficult to afford gas/ transit mon-
ey to and from the shelter and picking up and
dropping off my kids to school every day. My
registration and insurance are due as of yes-
terday and to be completely honest, I have
$7.62 in my pocket right now. I'm having to
make the difficult decision whether I can
afford to take the kids to school every day.
They are honor roll students and they don’t
deserve to have every part of their life turned
upside down right now. Becoming homeless
has taken a big toll on them including myself.
I feel terrible asking for help like this, and I'm
sorry if my post upsets you but for my kids |
have to at least try for them . Can you please
help us?”

Nextdoor discusses mission statement

Their website states, “Neighbors around
the world turn to Nextdoor daily to receive
trusted information, give and get help, get
things done, and build real-world connec-
tions with those nearby — neighbors, busi-
nesses, and public services.

We believe connecting with others is a uni-
versal human need. That truth, and the real-
ity that neighborhoods are among the most
important communities in our lives, have
been guiding principles for Nextdoor since
the beginning.

Nextdoor by the numbers

11 countries

305,000 neighborhoods globally

1in 3 U.S. households

60 million business recommendations
from neighbors

Connecting the neighborhood

Nextdoor recognizes that thriving commu-
nities are made up of the neighbors and
organizations that build stronger, more
vibrant, and resilient neighborhoods.

Neighbors — Connect with the people
you already wave to in your neighborhood,
or those you have yet to meet.

Businesses — Instantly reach your most
valuable customers — your neighbors —
and become a trusted part of the neighbor-
hood.

Nonprofits — Engage with the people
who need you most and find support from
donors nearby with features like Sell for
Good.

Public agencies — Share critical, real-
time information directly at the neighbor-
hood level.

Large brands — Provide locally relevant
products and services that improve neigh-
bors’ daily lives.

How Nextdoor is different

Trust — Nextdoor ensures you're connect-
ed to real people in neighborhoods that mat-
ter to you.

Local perspective — Whether you need
to find a local professional or a lost dog, your
neighbors can help — and you can reach out
to them instantly.

Proximity — You're automatically con-
nected to everyone nearby so you can build
real-world connections.

global neighborhood

Neighbors in the United States, United
Kingdom, the Netherlands, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Spain, Australia, Denmark, Swe-
den, and Canada are using Nextdoor to meet,
gather, exchange, and share.

Editor’s Note: To join go to nextdoor.com.
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LEARNING CENTERS

Virtual Tours
Available

1081 Foxworthy Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95118

(408) 265-7380

i i ly education programs
inderCare offers unique, expertly designed early
:(c:'r‘l i:f::nts as young as 6 weeks to school-age chidren up to age 12;
which includes preschool and pre-kindergarten programs.
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VOLUNTEERS
WANTED

Help the passengers find their way around
Mineta San José International Airport (SJC)!

The Airport is looking for information booth volunteers to
answer questions related to flight information, concessions,
ground transportation, and much more.

Apply today! https: //www.flysanjose.com/volunteer

NORMAN Y. MINETA

SAN JOSE

-\
INTERNATIONAL \ 1

AITRPORT
SILICON VALLEY'S AIRPORT

ENGINEERED WITH

FIBREX

MATERIAL

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

ANDERSEN
EXCLUSIVE
FEATURE

OFF

Windows, Patio & Entry Doors'

Minimum purchase of 4

$0 Money Down, $O Interest,
$0 Monthly Payments for 12 Months'

Minimum purchase of 4 - interest accrues from date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

CALL BY APRIL 30 to schedule a FREE consultation.

DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/30/2023. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/ patio door 40% off, and 12
months $0 money down, $0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/ patio doors between 12/25/2022 and 4/30/2023. 40% off windows and
entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest
is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promational period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and
state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price.
Mvailable at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. Central CA License #1096271. CA License CLSB
#1050316. License #RCE-50303. WA License# RENEWAWB56K6. WA License #RENEWAPS77BM. OR License #198571. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and
operated. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2023 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA13228

Season of the Salix

By Matthew Frazier

Qualified Stormwater Manager
or those who have been gracious
Fenough to read my entries in The
Almaden Times and The Evergreen

Times, 1 thank you with full measure.
With the rains and the winds which are

assaulting Santa Clara Valley

and drink the rains which the skies yield!
A vision of fantasy and majesty, the mighty
willows of Willow Glen are no exception.
Nestled deep within San Jose, Willow Glen is
home to many alluring and beautiful trees.
Among them are the weeping willows. Even
the local cemeteries bear this wonderous
tree. With a stout body and powerful pres-
ence, | recommend this wonderful addition
to any garden and landscape impacted by
excessive rains and high

as of recent, there is a flurry
of activity in gardens and
yards to preserve and protect
our botanicals.

For the shrubs and trees,
these elements of rain and
wind are a gift in disguise. In
particular, Weeping Willows.
Known by their Latin name of
Salix Babylonica ... This is a
true treasure for any vast gar-

winds. They will protect your
homes while giving the allu-
sion of a wind-swept aerial
ballet of myth to one and all
who lay eyes upon them.

Our local garden centers
and nurseries don’t usually
carry the weeping willows
but this can change with the
right amount or asking. With

den or landscape!

With the ability and capaci-
ty to pull up large volumes of
water, Salix will counter the

Water Wise

Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water
Manager

the flooding which has
impacted San Jose and Santa
Clara County twice now since
February 2017, there is no

massive torrents of rain and
wind with which we are being
assaulted and battered this late winter and
early spring season. Not just this valley is
being affected but especially this valley.
Throughout Santa Clara Valley, one can
find heritage oaks but also a fair number of
weeping willows which add a dimension of
aesthetics to the environs and scapes of
our terrain.

From June 2006 to July 2008 I worked for
Almaden Valley Nursery, amongst master
gardeners. As a salesperson, [ advised cus-
tomers about which trees fare well in the
gardens and landscapes of this and the
neighboring valleys of Santa Clara County.
Among these, were weeping willow. With
wisping foliage and bold branches, they
can absorb the turbulent winds of winter

better time than the present
to welcome this majestic tree
to your gardens and landscapes. It is only a
matter of time until the rains and winds
pick up again once more and lay claim to
our properties. With the beauty and the
protection of the mighty willows, we can
mitigate such an attack.

Willow glen is home to many beautiful
garden and landscapes for such a small
region. What better way to usher in a rainy
spring than with the addition of these beau-
tiful willows. The time is now ... the season
of the Salix.

Matthew Frazier is a Certified Water Man-
ager, Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper,
and Qualified Stormwater Manager. You may
contact him at (408) 656-5622 — Mobile/Text;
or by email: kitchenfrazier@hotmail.com

Almaden Community Center

Almaden Senior

Association

e are excited to

announce that we are

offering some trips

planned for the coming months.

Super
denlors

independent - engaged - connected

Graton Casino Bus Trip is Tuesday, April 18, 2023 leaving the
Almaden Community Center at 8 a.m. and returning about 6:30

p.m. The cost is $50 per person which includes $20 free play!

Filoli Gardens is Tuesday, May 16, 2023 arriving by carpool or
your own transportation by 11 a.m. The cost is $31 per
person including a short orientation, a Filoli book bag

and guide book.

1776 Play at the San Jose Center for Performing Arts Saturday,
May 20, 2023 at 2 p.m. cost is $85 per person. Transportation
is on your own, carpool, or LightRail.

For more information or to make reservations, email Donna
Smith at dsmith95118@sbcglobal.net or call 408-266-4938.
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Opera San José unveils
line-up for 2023-24 season

40th anniversary season includes
premiere, new productions, role
debuts, and virtual production

By William Bellou
Publisher

pera San José General Director Shawna
O Lucey has unveiled plans for the compa-

ny’s gala 40th anniversary season,
which will celebrate the organization’s illustri-
ous past, innovative present, and exciting
future.

The 2023-24 season (September 9 - May 5)
will feature four mainstage productions at the
majestic California Theatre in downtown San
José.

“We are proud to announce two brand-new
productions and the revival of two beloved
classics,” Lucey said. “These operas will repre-
sent the very best of OS], featuring artist
debuts that introduce Bay Area audiences to
the stars of tomorrow, as well as an important
Bay Area Premiere of Daniel Catan’s master-
piece, Florencia en el Amazonas.”

Lucey also announced plans to maintain
Opera San José’s international digital pres-
ence, utilizing its state-of-the-art Heiman Digi-
tal Media studio to produce works offered to
audiences around the world, including a digi-
tal workshop of a new opera.

The season launches with Lucey directing an
all-new production of Gounod’s Romeo and
Juliet, with a diverse cast of rising young artists
making their role debuts (Sept. 9 - 24, 2023),
followed by a family-friendly romp with Rossi-
ni's The Barber of Seville (Nov. 11 - 26, 2023)

Opera San Jose presents a family-friendly produc-
tion of Rossini's "The Barber of Seville," Nov. 11 -
26, 2023 at the California Theatre. Seen here:
0SJ's 2011 production of "The Barber of Seville."
Photo by Bob Shomler

that will feature opera star Dale Travis.

The 40th Season continues with a thrilling
revival of Verdi’s Rigoletto (Feb. 17 - Mar. 3,
2024), followed by the Bay Area Premiere of
the stunning magical-realism opera Florencia
en los Amazonas by Mexican composer Daniel
Catan (April 20 - May 5, 2024).

Opera San José also announces a planned
digital workshop of the new opera Zheng,
composed by Shinji Eshima with a libretto by
Tony Asaro, based on the life of San Francisco
mezzo-soprano Zheng Cao (Fall 2023, dates to
be announced.)

For more information or to purchase sub-
scriptions ($150-$585) the public can visit
operasj.orgor call (408) 437-4450 (open Mon-
day through Friday, 9:00am-5:00pm). Sub-
scriptions, including an all-new FLEX four-
pack, are on sale now; single tickets will go on
sale on July 1, 2023.

LETTERS FROMW IO,

THE 50 STATES TOUR
THE OFFICIAL CALIFORNIA STOP

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTER FOR PERFORMING ARTS

SUNDAY, APRIL 23,2023 - 2PM
A high-energy USO-Style singing & tap dancing show

honoring our veterans, active military heroes & their families.

Tickets Available Now!

WWW.LETTERSFROMHOMESINGERS.COM

B ONLINE: WILLOWGLENTIMES.COM

Btg Hoirloom
Tomats Plant Sale!

Saturday & Sunday, April 1 & 2, 9:00 - 3:30
Saturday & Sunday, April 8 & 9, 9:00 - 2:30
Saturday & Sunday, April 15 & 16, 9:00 - 3:30

At Jimenez Fauns,
700 S. WMowree St, San Jose

Featuring the following tomato plants 2 for $7.
Abe Lincoln, Ananas Noire, Angora Super Sweet, Arkansas Marvel, Aunt
Ruby's German, Blue Bumblebee Cherry, Beam's Yellow Pear, Berkeley
Tie-Dye, Berkeley Tie-Dye Pink, Big Beef, Big Beef Heirloom, Big Rainbow,
Big Red, Black Cherry, Black Krim, Black Strawberry Cherry, Blush Cherry,
Brandywine Pink, Brandywine Red, Bumblebee, Carbon, Chefs Choice
Black, Cherokee Purple, Cherokee Carbon, Chocolate Cherry, Delicious,
Early Girl, Gary’s Gold, Giant Ox Heart, Giant Pink Belgium, Gold Medal,
Golden Nugget Cherry, Green Giant, Hillbilly, Indigo Blue Beauty, Jubilee,
Kellogg's Breakfast, Magnum, Neves Azorean Red, Patio Princess Yellow,
Pete’s Double Roma, San Marzano Large, San Marzano Redorta, Snow
White, Speckled Roman, Stellar, Sun Gold, Sun Gold Select, Sun Sugar,
Sunset's Red Horizon, Super Sweet 100’s, Sweet Aperitif, TC Jones, True
ine & Wolford's Wonder. PLUS ussorted hot & bell

WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Willow Glen Times

Your Community Resource.

Times Media, Inc.
B Almaden Times
B Evergreen Times

B Willow Glen Times

Source: University of
North Carolina School
of Media & Journalism
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Times Feature

CAREER CORNER
Interview misconceptions

By Angela Copeland

ne of the biggest miscon-
O ceptions that we have

about job interviews is
that they're fair. Going through
an interview feels a little like i
taking a test at school. And, we're taught to
believe that enough preparation could help
you to overcome any obstacles.

Being great at answering questions will help
you put any objections to rest. [ wish this were
completely true, but there's more to the story.

Job interviews are like anything else in life.
Sometimes they're fair. But often, you can't see

al

the entire picture. Unfortunately, when you
believe you're taking part in a fair process, you
may put forth all of your energy in order to ace
one interview. When the interview doesn't
work out, we take it personally. We believe
there must have been something we could
have done differently. We assume it was our
fault that we didn't get the job.

Sure, it's possible to mess up a job interview.
It's possible to completely be rejected with the
wrong attitude. But, you can also do everything
right and not land the job. On the other
extreme, you can land a job for virtually no real
reason. | once knew someone who landed a
technical computer job because they were a
great golfer. It's hard to compete when you did-
n't know golf was a requirement.

So, where does that leave you? Does it mean

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

COMPASS
(408) 529-4574

shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197

sahar.binesh@compass.com

thatyou should just give up? No, it doesn’t. But,
it does mean that you have to try to separate
yourself emotionally from the process. It's
hard to do. I struggle with this myself. But so
very often, there are things going on outside of
your control that have nothing to do with you
or your talent - and they often have little to do
with your interview performance.

So, first, separate yourself emotionally as
much as you can. Realize that job searching is a
numbers game and consider changing your
approach. Rather than applying online, look for
creative ways to contact the hiring manager.
When you land a job interview, you should do
your best to prepare. You should know your
elevator pitch, why you believe you are a fit for
the role, and basic information about the com-
pany. If the interviewer likes you, this should

be enough preparation to get you past the first
screening.

For the sake of your mental health (and
being able to sustain multiple first round inter-
views), you should avoid pouring your entire
being into preparing for a first round inter-
view. I know that this is somewhat counterin-
tuitive. But, the more time you spend focused
on one interview, the more devastated you will
be if you don't get the job. And let's face it, you
often have to get a number of rejections before
you'll get to a yes.

Realize that the process is broken; not your
resume. Keep pushing ahead. After all, winning
atjob search is in fact a numbers game.

Angela Copeland, a leadership and career
expert, can be reached at www.angela-
copeland.com.

DONNA CASTILLO
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LIMOUSINE SERVICE

New West Limousine
SERVING THE BAY AREA SINCE 1989

FROM $125 PER HOUR
Lincoln Stretch Limo
Lincoln Town Car
Mercedes Grand Sedan
Mercedes Limo Van
Cadillac Escalade SUV
Ford Expedition SUV

(888) 582-9987
reserve@newwestlimo.com
NewWestLimo.com

Shoe Repar

B ONLINE: WILLOWGLENTIMES.COM

Call to place your
ad today!
408-494-7000

Driving School

M & L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands
Watch batteries - Engraving
Stone replacement & More!

Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!

(408) 270-6080
3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.Fri. 10am-Tpm, Sat. 10am-5pm

SIS 2
408-270-0850
No Shoe is Ever Too 0ld!

Hours:

Mon-Fri
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100« 270-0850

——

! . ', ’ | L : ~
Because it's not advisable to move Grandfather
Clocks for repair, we will come to you!
Please give us a call today and we'll be happy to
come out and take care of your “home’s heartbeat.”

M&L Watch & Clock Repair
3218 S White Rd., SJ CA 95148
(408) 270-6080

13th Annual Heirloom Tomato Plant Sale
58 tomato varieties, bell peppers, hot peppers.
zucchini, cucumbers & more

700 S. Mooe St. San Jose 95128
4/1, 4/2, 4/8, 4/9 while supplies last!
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

It’s easy & FREE
to get rid of your junk

SJenvironment.org/junkpickup

Help keep our neighborhood clean!

Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than
300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses.
Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete
programs for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or
just need some supplemental instruction to improve your driving
skills, we are just the school for you! We believe Advantage Driving
School offers a great combination of experienced driving instructors
and affordable prices!

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F;

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am-12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182;
Email: info@advantagedriversed.com
Website: advantagedriversed.com

Employment

Lead Database Administrator

Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database
Administrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with
architects of different engineering/application teams to engineer com-
plex technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities.
Implement and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server,
database consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unantici-
pated client sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home
isan option. Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels at
No Charge for One Year! Anytime, any-
where. Some restrictions apply. W/ 24-
mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd year.
Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-408-688-
5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as lit-
tle as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options available. Quality materi-
als & professional installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home con-
sultation now and SAVE 15%! Call
Today! 1-844-988-1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-
ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author™ s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
gvergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus bat-
tery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Lifed5plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all some-
thing. Many have lost jobs and finan-
cial security. Have $10K In Debt? Cred-
it Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can help!
Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-
650-383-1785



Fabulous

Che Obwan

Panoramic
VIews

THERESE SWAN
408.656.8240
tswan@tswan.com

; AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com
g DRE 01355719

el OPEN SAT &
SUN, |-4PM

. NIKULINA
COURT

ALMADEN VALLEY

Offered at $3,750,000
5 Bedrooms

3.5 Full Baths

4760 Sq Ft

/5 Acre Lot

This distinctive multi-level home is situated at the end of a cul-de-sac with spectacular panoramic views including the Mt.
Hamilton range. Five covered porches/balconies, recessed lights throughout, 96 oversized double pane Low E coated
windows. Remodeled kitchen has white Quartz slab counters and soft-close European style cabinets. Enormous primary
bedroom oasis with access to a balcony with fabulous views. Afrium and bonus room. Massive but private backyard ufilizes
the natural landscape, mature oak trees and boulders of the land around the home. San Jose Unified School District:
Williams Elementary School, Bret Harte Middle School and Leland High School.
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