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Serving 
Full Circle

+

Plugged into 
the community
by protecting 
families.

Teacher Kelly 
Heflin makes an 
impact for 22 
years at Eastside 
Elementary.

Maleah Claxton

Shop Local





Considering an auction? Call us today to consult 
with our professional auctioneer team!

Craig & Wheeler Realty & Auction, LLC is an equal opportunity employer.

(931) 684-9112 • CraigWheeler.com 
508 Cannon Blvd • Shelbyville, TN  37160

Real Estate • Farms • Machinery • Investment Property • Land • Lots

Rolling 147+/- Acre Farm 
Bordering Duck River

Private & Secluded 147+/- acre farm with over 1.3 miles of Duck 
River frontage! Newly built 40x100 shop with concrete floors. 
Several soil sites on the property as well as trails, shooting houses, 
row crops and bluffs. Loaded with wildlife!
1128 Highway 64 West, Shelbyville, TN
$1,700,000 MLS# 2491551

This beautiful tract of land has 5+ different soil sites as well as 
3 possible drip sites. It also has a 3 bedroom 2 bathroom mobile 
home on site and has road frontage on 2 roads. Come enjoy the 
peace & quiet of the country and build your dream home with 
plenty of room for all animals or divide it up into different building 
sites! Developer’s Dream!
2149 Longview Road, Rockvale, TN
$1,200,500 MLS# 2488165

Southern Comfort! 
Price Reduced!!

Elegance at its Finest!! Stunning Colonial featuring 4 bedrooms, 
4 baths, entry foyer, 3 fireplaces, in-law’s quarters, Florida room 
with wet bar, library/office, nook, upstairs landing, in-ground pool 
with deck & pool house, barn, storage on over an acre. This historic 
home has it all!
407 East Franklin Street, Shelbyville, TN
$499,000 MLS# 2403477

New builds in great 55+ gated community featuring 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths, great room with fireplace, primary suite with double vanities, 
separate shower & tub, walk-in closet, laundry, unfinished upstairs 
with option to finish bonus room, attached garage! Great location! 
More available!

35 Augusta Circle, Shelbyville, TN
$450,000 MLS# 2428362

Like New Custom Built Home 
Sitting on 44+/- Acres

House is immaculate with wrap around porch and has a great layout 
with soaring ceilings in family room with stone fireplace, open kitchen 
with bar countertops, roomy family room, Rinnai tankless hot water 
heater, 42x60 six stall horse barn with power and AC in the tack room, 
or office space, 2 wash bays, land has a gentle roll to it with great spots 
for hunting, or trail riding, cattle or whatever you choose.

251 Falcon Drive, Decherd, TN
$ 769,900 MLS# 2494856

3 Secluded Building Lots On Creek

Take a look at these scenic building tracts close to Shelbyville in a 
country setting. These beautiful 1+/- acre building tracts have a 3 
bedroom soil site and a creek on the back of the property. The land 
has been surveyed.
Hawthorne Hill Road Tracts 1,2, & 3
$79,900 MLS# 2403024

Renovated Home in Great Location

Beautiful 3 bed 2 bath home with iron/brick entry way located just 
minutes away from Shelbyville Square. This home offers tons of interior 
updates. Outside has above ground pool, hot tub, huge covered back 
porch, detached carport and outbuilding.

1108 South Brittain Street, Shelbyville, TN
$362,900 MLS# 2492556

Gorgeous New Construction Home

9.03 acres with mature trees, covered back and front porches, soaring 
ceilings in family room, huge first floor master suite w/walk in closet, 
open and airy kitchen with all stainless-steel appliances, tray ceiling 
in master bath, 2 car side load garage, bonus room above garage and 
some amazing views!

1438 Shelbyville Highway, Petersburg, TN
$579,900 MLS# 2458091

Renovated Lakefront Home 
in Lynchburg!

Bring your family home to this beautifully renovated lake home with 
great views of Tims Ford Lake. Ready to enjoy. Private setting at the 
end of county road yet minutes to Lynchburg, Winchester, Tullahoma 
or Shelbyville. Stunning home features 5 bedrooms and 3 & 1/2 baths, 
fireplace in living room, great deck, 2 car attached garage. Move in 
ready!!

297 Galbreth Road, Lynchburg, TN
$775,000 MLS# 2406427

SPRING INTO A NEW HOMESPRING INTO A NEW HOME

Great Location Close to 
Franklin and Murfreesboro! 

New Construction 
Gated Community - Fieldstone



Diamond Selections 
for Every Budget

Merchant’s Walk On Main • 768 N. Main St., Shelbyville

(931) 684-8623
LoweryJewelers.com

222 S. Cannon Blvd., Shelbyville, TN • 931-684-3506
Corner Hwy. 55 & 50 Lynchburg, TN • 931-759-7236

Bedford-Moore 
Farmers Cooperative

THE BEST
GIFTS FOR 
MOM

400 MADISON STREET, SHELBYVILLE , TN | (931) 684-5662 | WWW.KINCAIDSERVICE.COMMARK KINCAID, OWNER

“Where service is our middle name”
Delivery Available!

Celebrate MomCelebrate Mom
with a gift from our 

14,000 sq ft SHOWROOM



(931) 703-8272
taraboyce@realtracs.com

Your Favorite 
Real Estate Agent

Tara Boyce
(931) 581-5408
donnanorthrealtor1@gmail.com

Buying or Selling 
- I’m Ready to help!

REALTOR®REALTOR®
Donna North

(931) 703-3738
cindycbarnes@gmail.com

For Service beyond the Sale. 
Call me!

REALTOR ®

Cindy Barnes

(931) 607-7561
smorris@realtracs.com

REALTOR®
Sarah Morris

Interested in buying or selling 
real estate? Call Sarah!

Auction Season is Here!
Now Booking Auctions 
for Spring & Summer

BROKER/AUCTIONEER/OWNER
David Bradford

(931) 224-3900
davidbradford.hrg@gmail.com

Call Jeff or 
Kim for all 
your Real 
Estate 
Needs

(931) 224-3630
jeffhicksagent@gmail.com • homes4kim@gmail.com

(931) 224-5099
melissasterlingagent@gmail.com

Move With 
Melissa
Melissa Sterling

(931) 703-5002
jenna.gragg@gmail.com

Start here to build 
YOUR dreams.

Jenna Gragg
PRINCIPAL BROKER REALTOR®

2737 Hwy. 231 N. Shelbyville TN
9 3 1 - 6 8 0 - 1 6 8 0

W W W. H E R I T A G E R E A L T Y G R O U P. C O M

400 MADISON STREET, SHELBYVILLE , TN | (931) 684-5662 | WWW.KINCAIDSERVICE.COMMARK KINCAID, OWNER

“Where service is our middle name”
Delivery Available!

Celebrate MomCelebrate Mom
with a gift from our 

14,000 sq ft SHOWROOM



LETTER FROM
THE EDITOR:

The impact of ‘shop local’

 Good News   
LOCAL PROGRAM EM-

POWERS STUDENTS 
TO AVOID SUB-
STANCE ABUSE  

The Positive Actions program 
at Eastside Elementary 

creates opportunities for 
conversations with the 

potential to change lives

22 YEARS AND 
COUNTING 

AT EASTSIDE 
ELEMENTARY

Teacher Kelly Heflin
is at home at local
elementary school 

TEENAGE HOBBY 
TURNED 

SUCCESSFUL 
CAREER

Never underestimate
creative dreams

10

14

18

22

40

22

6  / /  MAY 2023 GOOD NEWS SHELBYVILLE

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

TABLE OF
CONTENTS MAY 2023



     Good Living 
WITH HEART AND SOUL
An old barn connects confections
and contentment

BE THE BLESSING
Local foster closet works with the community
to meet the urgent needs of children

SHOP LOCAL
Support our community by
shopping in Shelbyville

COOKING WITH LOVE PROVIDES
FOOD FOR THE SOUL

     Good Times 
DANCING FOR A CAUSE 
Habitat for Humanity Ball raises
money for the organization

COMMUNITY EVENTS

EVENTS CALENDAR

ADVERTISER INDEX

28

36

40

55

60

62

64

66

60

MAY 2023 / /  7GOOD NEWS SHELBYVILLE

Call Us (931) 680-1011
younginsur.com

1500 Madison St. 
Shelbyville, TN 37160

INFLATION!INFLATION!
Let Us Help!Let Us Help!

Se habla Español.

Call us for a review of your policies.
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$2,000 towards the purchase of any pre-owned vehicle priced $10,000 and up. Not valid on any previous or pending deals. Excludes previous sales. Ends 2/29/2023. 
Due to ad deadline some vehicles may have sold. All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee.

NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

Over 200 Pre-Owned Vehicles Available to View at 
stanmcnabbchevy.com and stanmcnabbcdj.com!

Spring DealsSpring Deals
Are Here.Are Here.

Home of  Fine Jewelry for over 75 years!

Shop Online at 
www.herjeweler.com

Jewelry Repair & Design
On the Shelbyville Square

Big Girls
Need Big
Diamonds!

CLEANERSCORNER

Monday - Friday: 6:00 AM – 6:00 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Keith & Suzy Johnson {Owners} (931) 684-9688

Shelbyville, TN

Smart MOMS USESmart MOMS USE

800 N Main St., Shelbyville
(931) 684-8878 | shopnewcovenant.com

Hours: Mon-Sat 8:30am - 5:30pm

Follow us on Instagram • newcovbkst@bellsouth.net • Like us on Facebook

We’re your home-owned full-service Christian bookstore.

Lots of great 
gift ideas 
for Mom! 

Mom, Grandma, Nana, 
Mimi, Gigi, And Daughter 
Bracelets And Necklaces

SAME DAY SAME DAY 
GLASSESGLASSES

< on most prescriptions >

 Eye Exams Powered By 20/20 NOW

Locally owned by folks you know & trust
Sandy Lupo & Nick Ellis

875 Union St. (Across from Piggly Wiggly)
(931) 488-5778

All Shifts
No Experience Needed

Attendance, Quality & Safety Bonus
Full Benefits after 30 Days
Climate Controlled Facility

STARTING PAY
$15.00 Per Hour First Shift

$16.00 Per Hour Second and Third
$15.00 & $1.00 Shift Diff

APPLY IN PERSON TODAY AT:

NOW HIRING

508 Blue Ribbon Pkwy
Shelbyville, TN 37160

(931)  684-1665 •  CENTURYMOLD.COM



$2,000 towards the purchase of any pre-owned vehicle priced $10,000 and up. Not valid on any previous or pending deals. Excludes previous sales. Ends 2/29/2023. 
Due to ad deadline some vehicles may have sold. All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee.

NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

Over 200 Pre-Owned Vehicles Available to View at 
stanmcnabbchevy.com and stanmcnabbcdj.com!

Spring DealsSpring Deals
Are Here.Are Here.



From our readers

Do you have family and friends 
in Shelbyville who would enjoy 
Good News? Sign them up for 
free at goodnewsmags.com

Thank you for reading 
Good News!

“First, let me just say how 
thoroughly impressed I am 
with your wonderful maga-
zine! It is a positive, uplifting, 
high-quality publication that 
I savor and save month-to-
month for reference to busi-
nesses, programs and individ-
uals that are highlighted.”
— Kay Bartley,
Good News reader

Share your thoughts on 
Facebook or our website. 
It could be featured in the
next issue!

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? Let us 
know what you think! Follow us 
and leave a review on Facebook. 
Search Good News Shelbyville 
or send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com
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in BLOOM

Meet
Dr. Lucas 
Bowling
from Community 
High School.

+
BreAnne 

Pilkington’s 
students' success

is her number
one priority.

The impact of 
‘shop local’
Together we can ensure that 
their legacies continue, our 
economy is kept stable, and our 
community continues to thrive.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

T HE ECONOMIC Policy Insti-
tute reports that for every dollar 

spent at a locally owned business, 68 
cents of it stays in the local economy. 
Compare this to 32 cents staying in a 
local community when spending mon-
ey at a chain store. The University of 
Florida conducted an analysis that 
showed how local businesses help fight 
high unemployment rates. When large 
companies lay off workers, local busi-
nesses are able to provide employment 
opportunities and maintain a consistent 
workforce. This is critical in sustaining 
our community and keeping money 
flowing within it. 

Our locally owned businesses have 
helped our community become what it 

is today. The long-standing staples in 
our community have created bridges be-
tween the generations. People who were 
once shoppers at a young age are now 
the mature employees who always greet 
you with a smile. And as new decades 
come and go, their smiles never fade. 
And the young shoppers they smile to 
will one day be in their shoes. 

We should all continue to make an 
effort to support our local businesses. 
Not only does it help create a stronger 
economy for our town, but it also helps 
preserve the memories and traditions of 
generations before us. Together we can 
ensure that their legacies continue, our 
economy is kept stable, and our com-
munity continues to thrive. GN

 
Wesley Bryant,
MANAGING EDITOR
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FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

Or, shop with us in person! 
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30   Sat 8:30-1:00
809 N Main St., Shelbyville, TN
Family owned & operated since 1975

$$8,5008,500

2011 Ford Escape XLS
Stk#B89941Stk#B89941

124 124 K milesK miles

$$9,5009,500

2011 Nissan Frontier S
Stk#444862Stk#444862

189 K miles189 K miles

$$9,5009,500

2012 Nissan Rogue SV
Stk#274575Stk#274575

124 124 K milesK miles

$$34,90034,900

2018 Infiniti QX 80
Stk# 202353Stk# 202353

101 101 K milesK miles

$$18,90018,900

2020 Chevy Equinox LT
Stk#100225Stk#100225

85 85 K milesK miles

$$26,90026,900

2020 Chevy Silverado 1500 LT
Stk#132206Stk#132206

114 114 K milesK miles

$$34,90034,900

2019 Toyota Tacoma SR5 
Stk#216859Stk#216859

47 47 K milesK miles

$$19,90019,900

2017 Chevy Silverado 1500
Stk#251251Stk#251251

172 172 K milesK miles

$$12,90012,900

2017 Jeep Compass High Altitude
Stk# 156128Stk# 156128

75 75 K milesK miles

$$5,9005,900

2014 Chevy Spark 1LT CVT
Stk#407032Stk#407032

175 175 K milesK miles

Price plus taxes, title, license & $199 doc fee.

Mom Needs A New Vehicle!Mom Needs A New Vehicle!
Find her a new pre-owned vehicle at Ernie Cook and Son MotorsFind her a new pre-owned vehicle at Ernie Cook and Son Motors
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Local program empowers 
students to avoid 
substance abuse 

22 years and counting at 
Eastside Elementary

Teenage hobby turned 
successful career  

 14 

 18 

 22 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ASHLEIGH NEWNES

Kelly Heflin➤
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This section of the magazine 
covers local positive news you 
may have missed.

Submit a positive story
on our website: 

goodnewsmags.com



Local program empowers 
students to avoid substance abuse

 
The Positive Actions program at Eastside Elementary creates

opportunities for conversations with the potential to change lives. 
 

By Tina Neeley // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

F IFTH GRADE is a time of transition 
— the end of elementary school and 

the threshold of middle school. It ’s a 
practical time to offer students tools 
for the prevention of substance abuse 
like goal-setting and risk management. 
The Prevention Coalition of Bedford 
County’s (PCOBC) Positive Actions 
program at Eastside Elementary 
School empowers fifth graders to stand 
firm when faced with critical choices 
regarding abusive substances.

The program’s instructor, Leigh Mad-
dox, speaks to the students from personal 
experience. She offers a unique perspective 
as someone who began misusing substanc-
es in middle school. Children of addicted 

parents deal with feelings of neglect and 
miss their mother or father’s presence and 
expressive love.

Maddox said, “I’m a parent myself, so 
I try to reassure students through my les-
sons and let them know that if their parents 
went through addiction, the love is never 
not there. The guilt and shame set in, but 
their parents love them, regardless of what 
they’ve been through or what’s going on.”

The lessons teach goal-setting and ad-
dress managing emotions, building self-es-
teem, and a positive self-image, which 
often factor in becoming vulnerable to sub-
stance abuse. Learning to see the impact of 
these as obstacles to meeting goals is one of 
the program’s aims.

Leigh Maddox and Jimmy West ➤
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• Bedford County Shareholders
• Bedford County 
 Advisory Board Members

OUR BANK OFFERS:

1602 N. Main St, Shelbyville • 931-680-3500 // 412 W. Lincoln St, Tullahoma • 931-455-2391  
120 N. Jackson St, Tullahoma • 931-455-3426 // 2695 Decherd Blvd, Winchester • 931-967-3755 

1207 Hillsboro Blvd, Manchester • 931-728-1474 

• Local Relationship Banking  
 With Modern Technology
• 240+ Years Banking Experience  
	 With	Shelbyville	Staff

Dawn

Ashley

Tommy

Donna

Tracey

Tina

Beth

Lori

Derek

JOIN OUR 
BANKING FAMILY

New Mattresses in stock at CLEARANCE PRICES. 

118 Public Square E
Shelbyville, TN 37160

(629) 251-7650
Veteran Family Owned & Operated boxdropshelbyville.com

Indoor Pool Hours
Mon. - Fri. 6:30am - 11:00am (Members & Fitness Only)
11:00am - 7:00pm (Open Swim) 
Sat. 11:00am - 6:00pm • Sun. 1:00am - 5:00pm

Live Healthier

Outdoor Pool Hours
Memorial Day - Labor Day (Weekends only in Aug.)
Mon. - Sat. 11:00am - 6:00pm • Sun. 1:00pm - 5:00pm

Shelbyville Recreation Center
220 Tulip Tree Rd., Shelbyville • 931-684-9780
Mon. - Fri. 5:30am - 8:00pm • Sat. 8:00am - 7:00pm • Sun. 1:00pm - 6:00pm



“I share my story with them, especially at the end, 
because I’m a recovering addict. I’ve been in places where 
their parents have been or [where] their family members 
are. They open up tremendously as they get to know me 
and as we play games. If they had parents who were ad-
dicts and they had to live with their grandparents, or if 
their parents have recovered, that opens a doorway for all 
of them to be able to relate.”

The 16-unit program begins early in the school 
year and concludes in late winter with a special grad-
uation program. The PCOBC director, Jimmy West, 
joins the celebration.

“At graduation, we have all the kids together — all 
three classes,” Maddox said. “We usually have pizza 
and give gift bags, and Jimmy speaks. We spend time 
with them, talk with them, and play for that last time 
together.”

According to West, the program is only offered at 
Eastside, but the need is great at all schools. The pre-
vious PCOBC director, Bob Hudson, initiated Positive 
Actions as an after-school program years ago.

West said, “The great thing about the Positive Ac-
tions program is that most schools are already aware of 
the curriculum because they produce other curricula 
used by the schools. I pray this will open up in every 
school because it’s everywhere. And the biggest thing 
right now is vaping. THC is going crazy in our schools. 
If parents tell their school that they want this program 
for their children, I think that would be very helpful.”

More programs that provide settings for law en-
forcement to interact positively with students are 
also a goal. 

“I think most kids’ interaction with law enforcement 
will be negative. Having a positive experience with a law 
enforcement officer in the school system and hearing 
them say they love and care about them and want them 
to make right decisions helps shape how young people 
grow up seeing law enforcement,” said West.

The Positive Actions program creates positive expe-
riences and safe places for students to share and grow. 
Wouldn’t director Hudson be proud? GN

For more information, follow the Bedford Coalition 
for Drug Intervention on Facebook or contact 
director Jimmy West at (931) 575-5100 or by 
email at jwest@pcofbc.org.

Leigh
Maddox

➤
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NEED NEED 
CAR PARTS?CAR PARTS?

54 Recycle Dr., Tullahoma, TN 37388
Mon. - Sat. 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

COME SEE US AT PICK & PULL!
We have over 800 vehicles on our lot to choose from!

Check out our entire inventory at:
www.cfcpickandpull.comwww.cfcpickandpull.com

We do NOT inventory individual parts. Just vehicles by YEAR, MAKE, and MODEL!

CFC AUTO SALVAGE
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• Bookkeeping Services

• Individual & Business Tax Returns

• Gift, Inheritance & Other Tax Returns

• State Returns

• Business Consultation

• Payroll Services

• Quickbooks Consulting & Training

• Financial Statements

• Audit & Review Service

• Free Consultation

109 E. Holland St., Shelbyville • 931-680-0660 • www.habeasley.net
Call us today for all of your tax and accounting needs.

HA Beasley & Company, PLLC

Call us today for all of your tax and accounting needs

• Individual & Business Tax
Return Preparation

• Gift, Inheritance & Other
Tax Returns

• Payroll Returns
• State Returns
• Business Consultation
• Bookkeeping Services

• QuickBooks Consulting
& Training

• Financial Statements
• Free Consultation

(First 30 minutes)

• Free Electronic Filing
• Audit & Review Service
• Payroll Services

931-680-0660
109 E. Holland St., Shelbyville

www.habeasley.net

New
locatioN

A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE 
THROUGH PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING SERVICE

Dean Blount  
CPA/Partner

Kaye Reynolds Lori McCarrall  Jolie RichardsonMelinda Milton Laura Jones Jackson Wisener Brianna DavisKatybeth Beasley 
Bobo - Partner

We have carports available for
                   install in as little as 4 - 6 weeks!

931-635-2244 watsonbarnrentals.com
             watsoncarports.com



22 years and counting 
at Eastside Elementary

 
Teacher Kelly Heflin is at home at local elementary school.

 
 

By Tina Neeley  // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

M UCH OF education, it feels, centers 
on a correct answer. Knowing the 

answer is the key to success, and fourth 
grade teacher Kelly Heflin gets it in more 
ways than one. 

Many children answer “teacher” to the 
what do you want to be when you grow up 
question. Some choose other careers, but 
Heflin’s answer never wavered. Whether 
wired from birth to teach or influenced by 
former Cascade teacher Becky Spencer, who 
was like a grandmother, Heflin is confident 
she’s where she’s supposed to be.

It’s affirmed when her students grasp a 
concept she’s been teaching — the light-
bulb moment often witnessed by teachers. 
Reaching children where they are is a chal-

lenge with today’s fast-paced curriculum, 
so the value of such moments can’t be un-
derrated. Seeing her students come up with 
the correct answer after struggling is one of 
her greatest rewards.

“You can see when they understand. 
Being able to make a difference and help 
them grow from where they are is my fa-
vorite thing” said Heflin.

In her 22 years at Eastside, Heflin has 
helped countless students grow from where 
they are. Running into students every-
where she goes confirms it, many of them 
stopping for hugs and hellos. She cares for 
more than their class progress.

She said, “You worry about them. Many 
are dealing with things in their home life. 

Kelly Heflin➤
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800-779-2227 | united.net

Network Reliability – outstanding 99.99%

No Data Caps – unlimited usage

No Contract – our pledge of satisfaction

Wi-Fi 6 – an unrivaled experience with your devices

UControl App – feature-rich app that puts you in 
control of your Wi-Fi

Industry Leading 
Customer Satisfaction

Local Employees Serving 
Reliable High-Speed Internet 
For Your Home or Business

HONEST 
HOMETOWN 
SERVICE

United Communications is a service of Middle Tennessee Electric Membership Corporation.

We Have All Your Feed Needs

931-954-5533
Manchester

931-685-5087
Shelbyville

615-274-2661
Rockvale www.celebrationhorsefeeds.com

(931) 684-9112 • CraigWheeler.com
508 Cannon Blvd • Shelbyville, TN  37160

CAMILLE BELL REALTOR
931-224-5719

cbell@craigwheeler.com

Spring Is The Right Time Spring Is The Right Time 
To Buy Or Sell!To Buy Or Sell!  
I can lead you where you want to be.I can lead you where you want to be.



You worry about what they’re going through and wheth-
er or not they’re eating. And you still have to teach and 
grade papers. It’s not just an 8 o’clock to 3 o’clock job.”

The students become family, and the staff and ad-
ministrators at Eastside are Heflin’s family, too.

Eastside’s K-4th 2022-23 Teacher of the Year taught 
math when fourth graders changed classes but now cov-
ers English language arts, science, and social studies in 
addition to math in her self-contained classroom. She 
was a developmental kindergarten teacher for eight years 
before moving to fourth grade.

“We’ve got great administration. Mrs.Talbott and 
Mrs. Simons are wonderful to work for,” Heflin said. 
“We’re just like a big family; I’ve always felt at home here. 
We’re very loving and caring towards each other, and If 
somebody has a need, we all pitch in just like family.”

Kelly has been married to Mike Heflin for 22 years. 
They are parents to two daughters, Hannah, who is cur-
rently student teaching and will soon graduate from 
MTSU, and Krista, an EMT. They also have a son, Mi-
cah, a high school junior. A one-year-old granddaughter 
rounds out their family and has stolen her Roo Roo’s 
heart. While Roo Roo is not your average grandmother 
name, Kelly wasn’t ready for the more traditional names, 
which felt too mature for her season in life. After tossing 
out her mother’s other suggestions and searching animal 
names, “rooster” stuck and became Roo Roo, and Kelly 
is good with that.

Surrounded by family wherever she goes, Kelly can 
confidently answer one last question — she’s where she’s 
meant to be at Eastside Elementary. GN
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Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track 
Hoe

Site Prep
Demolition

Roads & Driveways
Grade Work

Pads
Ponds & Lakes
Underground 

Utilities

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

WE CAN DO IT ALL!WE CAN DO IT ALL!

Templeton & Associates
Insurance

Kay & Jennifer
GET THECoverage

YOU NEED!

• Auto
• Home
• Life
• Commercial

108 East Depot Street • 931-684-4380

739 North Main St • Shelbyville, TN • 931-684-5011

www.doakhowellfuneralhome.com

DOAK-HOWELL 
FUNERAL HOME

“family serving families”

Cremation Services • Custom Monument Sales

For All Your Paint & Body Needs
New Location: 
1865 S. Cannon Blvd.
Shelbyville, TN 37160

Steve & Emily Brewer, owners

931-684-7068
damascusroad206@att.net

©2020 All rights reserved. Programs and services are provided by Family Counseling Center

844-269-4673 | accesshope247.com
info@accesshope247.com



Teenage hobby 
turned success-
ful career
 
Never underestimate creative dreams.
 
 
By Tina Neeley  // Photos submitted by Nelson Holliman

A CAMERA’S VIEWFINDER in the hands of 
a shy, awkward 14-year-old became the portal 

to a successful professional photography career for 
Shelbyville’s Nelson Holliman. What began as another 
way to experience nature combines with portrait 
photography to preserve memories for all occasions.

With setting and location at the heart of his creativity, 
Holliman keeps an eye out for the next great backdrop.

“I will see random locations that I think would 
make for a good site, whether it’s the light or the 
background, and I like to pick locations that are not 
as overused and more unique. But even if I shoot in 
an overused location, I find other places in that area 
that look different or that someone might not think is 
beautiful. I’m always looking out the window when I’m 
driving. And if I’m on a walk, I’m constantly looking at 
different little spots,” Holliman said.

Anywhere beautiful, especially in nature, is Holli-
man’s favorite location. Water, trees, and grass stir his 
creativity as profoundly as when he walked the fields 
with his first camera. As uncomfortable as he was ini-
tially to add people to his shots, he now makes sure 
those on the other side of his camera are comfortable 
and come away with the best possible experience. 

“I’m a very inclusive person that welcomes every-
one, no matter what,” Holliman said. “I think everyone 
deserves to feel beautiful and [be] seen, and I hope that 
comes through my work. That’s why I do what I do; I just 
want to make people feel beautiful in their own skin.”

Nelson Holliman➤
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flooringflooring
extremeextreme

Call us today! (931) 735-6700

Love Your 
Floor Again!

108 East Highland St., Shelbyville, TN 37160

• Carpet
• Tile & Grout

• Luxury Vinyl
• Hardwood

Dale Compton

Call Us For A FREE Quote Today

Amanda O’Neal 
Agency Owner
amandaoneal@allstate.com

635 N. Main St., Ste. G • Shelbyville, TN 37160 • (931) 684-3230

Auto • Home • Boat • Motorcycles • Annuities • Life
Retirement • College Savings Plans 

onealinsurancegrouptn.com



Senior photos are at the top of his favorites list.
He said, “Shooting senior photos is one of my favorites be-

cause I can relate to them and connect with them in a certain way 
because that was me not that long ago. I think it’s just such a fun 
and exciting time in your life. It’s fun to work with seniors. For 
some, it’s their first time doing professional photos, and it’s always 
a good time.”

He’s not kidding when he says it wasn’t long ago that he was 
the senior. It was 2015 when he received his first camera, and Hol-
liman graduated from Cascade High School in 2019. Except for 
one early nine-to-five job, Holliman has been his own boss from 
day one. 

“I’m honestly very proud of myself. I  feel accomplished, even 
though there’s [a lot] more to go,” he said.

Holliman’s photography has a New York fashion quality that 
could easily transcend small-town boundaries. He’s happy at home 
in this season of life but doesn’t rule out a change down the road. 
With an ultimate goal of photographing the cover of Vogue, each 
shot takes him closer to his dream.

“I love the idea of a small town, the people, and everybody 
knowing each other. But I eventually want to move somewhere 
and expand my name and business,” he said. “I have built such 
a good clientele, friends, and [relationships with] other creators 
along the way, and I’m not ready to give that up yet.” GN

➤
Yasmin 

Yata

Bailey 
and 
Jarret 
Womble

➤
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931-433-6634
Ask about automatic payment

r i c h a r d s o n w a s t e @ g m a i l . c o m

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!



www.candjwooddesign.com

Like us on social media

Locally Family Owned
Over 50 Years Combined Experience

Competitively Priced • Quality Products
Largest Selection • Friendly Service

FREE Estimates • 3D Design • Quality • Service
Kitchen • Bath • Furniture • Flooring

Better Products
Better Service
Better Variety
Better By Design

Leanne's Flowers
Fresh, Silk & 

Candy Bouquets

106 East Side Sq. Shelbyville, TN 
931-492-5255 • Leanne Moore 

931-224-6707

Flowers For All OccasionsFlowers For All Occasions

Commercial & Residential Service • 24 Hour Recycling in Front Bins

DRIVER NEEDED
Driving 1-Ton Truck 
$16/hour to Start
Call (931) 684-5635

WE
• Cardboard • Newspapers • Magazines • White Paper
• Aluminum Cans • Computers • Monitors • TV’s & More!

DSC SanitationDSC Sanitation
Locally owned & operated since 1994

210 Cedar King Rd., Shelbyville, TN
Tommy & Gail Dollar - 931-684-5635
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With heart and soul

Be the blessing

Shop local

Cooking with love 
provides food for the soul  

 28 

 36 

 40 

 55 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ASHLEIGH NEWNES

Alyce Crawford➤
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With heart
and soul
 
An old barn connects 
confections and contentment.
 
 
By Tina Neeley
Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

D RIVING THE gentle, rolling hills 
of southwest Bedford County, nature 

will stop you in your tracks if your spirit 
is open to its invitation to slow down. 
Nestled within these hills is the old red 
barn. Standing like a sentry over the 
family raised in her midst, she is the quiet 
gatekeeper of the humans and animals 
entrusted to her watch. 

Mandy Mitchell said, “To me, the barn 
is her own entity. She was old, and we 
kind of repurposed her. That barn and this 
farm, they’re a person to me, and the barn 
and I kind of resemble each other. We’ve 
been weathered, and we’ve been through 
the storms, but we keep that strong exte-
rior and keep pushing through, protecting 
those that are near and dear to us.”

Mitchell has pushed through chal-
lenges and changing seasons, all of which 
influence her choices today and some of 
which led to her baking business, fittingly 
named The Old Red Barn.

After a 16-year career at Jostens, 
Mitchell changed directions and took 
a position at Cosmolab, later known as 
Schwan Cosmetics. When her position 
there was eliminated, Mitchell didn’t im-
mediately pursue the next job. You might 
say it pursued her.

Photographing their farm and capturing 
it in its many moods became a habit. Many 
people enjoyed her posts on social media 
that included those shots, and Mitchell was 
invited to take photos for a local special 
event. Accepting the invitation put her 
creative wheels in motion, and Mitchell saw 
other ways to contribute to such events.

“It actually started with the picture 
side of it, then catering, then that whole 
broad spectrum of an event. I could cater, 
take pictures, and bake the cake. But then 
I realized the older I got, I would have to 
narrow the scope,” she said.

The spectrum narrowed to baking, and 
Mitchell focused on baked goods offered 
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NEW ITEMS 
FRESH FROM 
OUR BUTCHER!

FARMS | HOMES | LAND
WWW.COLDWELLBANKER.COM

HOMETOWN SPECIALISTS
Office: 931-684-6522

1708 North Main St., Shelbyville, TN 37160

Dianne Arnold
931-703-5104

diannearnold@charter.net

Madison Arnold
615-603-0077

madisonarnoldsales@gmail.com

REDDUCED!!! One level, 4BR, 3BA home. 
Screened in porch, heated in-ground pool, & 
fenced back yard. Hardwood & tile floors. Gran-
ite in K. MBR has BA & walk-in closets. Home 
has an oversized 2 car garage & detached 1 
car garage. Upstairs is expandable (360 sq ft). 
Handicap accessible. 
MLS# 2473855 $489,900

CUSTOM ONE OWNER 3BR, 3BA brick home 
on 5 acres. Hardwood floors in LR, DR , & K. Tile 
in downstairs BA & UR. 3 large BRs downstairs, 
& 2BA. 2-story foyer, & LR w/16ft. ceilings. 
Large bonus room & office with BA upstairs. A 
30x50 detached shop. Backyard has under-
ground dog fence. Located just 13 minutes 
from I-24 & 30 minutes to Murfreesboro. 
MLS# 2437633 $674,900

MINI FARM: 3 BR 2 BA, one owner home with 
large eat-in country kitchen, Storm shelter 
room in basement area, covered front porch, 
8x49 covered back deck, 2 car carport, barn 
w/ attached shed, & large shop. All property is 
fenced & pond on the property. 
MLS# 2498343 $399,900

COMMERCIAL LOT Great location 175’ of 
frontage on Madison St. 142’ on Sycamore St. 
Total of .70 acres. $129,900

REAL ESTATE’S DYNAMIC DUO

CHARMING RANCH: Remodeled 3 BR 2 BA 
home in great location & sitting on a large 
lot. New siding , roof, & CHA in 2019. Updated 
kitchen in 2021, hardwood floors in LR & BRs, 
1 car garage, storage shed & large covered back 
deck. Located behind the city park. 
MLS# 2496699 $249,900

Cell: (931) 703-5599 • Office: (931) 684-3576
swingscabinets@gmail.com

331 Pinkston Rd., Shelbyville, TN 37160

QUALITY CUSTOM CABINETS

TROY SMITH

Contractors Call For BidContractors Call For Bid

904 Madison St. • Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-703-8158 or 931-684-4847
www.clantonpipeandsupply.com

If it’s made, we can get it!If it’s made, we can get it!
All types and sizes of corrugated metal 
and plastic culverts!  We offer 10 ft pcs!

STAY SUPER  

MOM!
•  General orthopedics
• Fracture care
• Arthroscopic hip,  
 knee,elbow, shoulder 
 & ankle injuries
• Total joint 
    replacement
•  Rotator cuff repair
• Joint & soft tissue 
 injections

Shelbyville 
120 Martin Rd., Suite 200
Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-.488.8700

Tullahoma 
730 Kings Ln.
Tullahoma, TN 37388
931.841.9200
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NEW ITEMS 
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220 S. Jefferson St., Shelbyville, TN
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114 Prince St., Shelbyville, TN • www.RaysPaintAndBodyShelbyville.com
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Free Estimates

24hr Towing
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on 5 acres. Hardwood floors in LR, DR , & K. Tile 
in downstairs BA & UR. 3 large BRs downstairs, 
& 2BA. 2-story foyer, & LR w/16ft. ceilings. 
Large bonus room & office with BA upstairs. A 
30x50 detached shop. Backyard has under-
ground dog fence. Located just 13 minutes 
from I-24 & 30 minutes to Murfreesboro. 
MLS# 2437633 $674,900

MINI FARM: 3 BR 2 BA, one owner home with 
large eat-in country kitchen, Storm shelter 
room in basement area, covered front porch, 
8x49 covered back deck, 2 car carport, barn 
w/ attached shed, & large shop. All property is 
fenced & pond on the property. 
MLS# 2498343 $399,900

COMMERCIAL LOT Great location 175’ of 
frontage on Madison St. 142’ on Sycamore St. 
Total of .70 acres. $129,900

REAL ESTATE’S DYNAMIC DUO

CHARMING RANCH: Remodeled 3 BR 2 BA 
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kitchen in 2021, hardwood floors in LR & BRs, 
1 car garage, storage shed & large covered back 
deck. Located behind the city park. 
MLS# 2496699 $249,900



for special occasions and holidays. It gives 
her what she calls her “egg money.”

“My grandmother would pick me up 
from school sometimes, and when she 
did, I’d ask her if we could go to the store. 
Mawmaw would always say, ‘Let me check 
my egg money,’” Mitchell said. “Mawmaw 
raised chickens and sold eggs, which now 
would be a goldmine. So what I do is 
my egg money. It’s what I have extra for 
Christmas presents, and right now, we’ve 
got both twins getting married this year, so 
every penny is going to both weddings. I 
think about Mawmaw every time some-
body pays me to do something.”

Mitchell, who also works for Shelbyville 
Certified Public Accountant David Brown, 
sees her life verse (Philippians 4:13) thread-
ed throughout the tapestry of her life.

She said, “On the back of my business 
cards, it says, ‘I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.’” At the time, 
I misunderstood that verse. That verse is 
about contentment with wherever you are 
in your struggles, highs, or lows. And I 
think at this point in my life, that’s where 
I am; I’m content.” 

She continued, “I used to have to 
punch a clock and scramble and do all 
that stuff because we had little ones. 

Mandy 
Mitchell 

stands in 
front of The 

Old Red 
Barn

➤
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Now I’m still working, sort of punching 
a clock with David, and content with 
where I am. I’ve got an opportunity to 
make truffles or cakes at the same time 
I’m coming [to Brown’s], and we’re 
getting our daily work done. I’m still 
building relationships. The running joke 
in the office is there’s not one person 
who walks through that door or calls on 
the phone that I don’t know or have a 
connection to.”

It’s contentment that comes from 
walking with her husband, Tommy, and 
daughters, Holli, Matti, and A.J., through 
life’s more challenging seasons.

“We all realize our contentment 
comes from being all together, all safe 
and doing the things that make others 
happy, showing God’s love, and trying to 
build others up. The first thing I do every 
morning is look to see what beauty is 
outside and listen to the crickets and birds. 
It’s a peace that I seem to have now. And, 
of course, that flows to the children and 
Tommy. Holli is engaged to Nick Brown, 
and Matti will marry Austin Green, the 
sons we never had. Each of our children is 
beautiful and strong, and we’re so proud of 
them,” Mandy said.

Her plate is always full of something, 
whether it’s sweets, tax season, or a new calf.

She said, “Tommy and I both farm. 
We’ve got about 100 head of cattle with 
mamas and babies and the weddings 
coming up; it’s always a full plate. I laugh 
and call myself air traffic control for all 
things Mitchell.”

Air traffic control aided by The Old 
Red Barn — life is good. GN
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Sir Pizza of Shelbyville
1731 N. Main St., Shelbyville, TN 37160
(931) 735-6379

  BUILD YOUR OWN 8″, 12″, OR 14″
  CHEESE, 1 TOPPING, 2 TOPPINGS, OR 3 TOPPINGS

Toppings: Baked Ham ~ Pepperoni ~ Our Original Sausage and Beef 
~ Bacon ~ Garlic Roasted Chicken ~ Mushrooms ~ Green Peppers ~ 
Onions ~ Black Olive ~ Green Olive ~ Banana Peppers ~ Pineapple ~ 
Tomatoes ~ Jalapenos ~ Anchovies

*Add Extra Toppings or Extra Cheese for an additional cost.

Our Famous Pizza

  SPECIALTY PIZZAS – 8″, 12″, 14″
*no substitutions*

ROYAL FEAST
Sir Pizza’s most popular pizza consists of a special blend of our finest 
ingredients: Pepperoni, Mushrooms, Onions, Green Peppers, and our 
Original Sausage

KING’S FEAST
Baked Ham, Pepperoni, our Original Sausage, Beef & Bacon

QUEEN’S FEAST
Mushrooms, Black Olives, Green Olives, Green Peppers, and Onions

FARMER’S ALMANAC
Baked Ham, Pepperoni, Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Onions, Our 
Original Sausage and Beef, Black Olives, Green Olives (Jalapenos & 
Anchovies upon request)

BBQ BACON
Double Cheese, BBQ Sauce, Beef, Bacon, Provolone and Cheddar

GARDEN FEAST
Ranch Dressing Base with Mushrooms, Tomatoes, and Broccoli

Choices include:
• Large Spaghetti
• Regular Spaghetti
• Child’s Spaghetti
• Lasagna

*Add Meatballs or Extra Garlic Bread.

All Dinners Include Dinner Salad, Pasta, and Garlic Bread Topped with 
Spaghetti or Marinara Sauce. Our Spaghetti Sauce is made with 11 
herbs and spices, simmered for hours.

RICH HEARTY PASTA

Mom will LOVE our
Locally Grown Plants 
since 1979

• Retail Greenhouse & Nursery
• Landscape Services
• Deliveries to Hospitals & Funeral Homes

M&L Greenhouse
WE DELIVERWE DELIVER

Richard Davis (931) 684-5850
199 Benford Rd, Shelbyville, TN

Inside The Brass Lantern
1608 Madison St.

Shelbyville, TN 37160
(931) 607-3578

12 Railroad Square E.
Bell Buckle, TN

(931) 813-3091

Find That Perfect Gift!

NEW LOCATION

6 Railroad Sq. E
Bell Buckle, TN 37020

(931) 813-3130 Janice Carlton
REALTOR®

931.684.5605
931.580-4318 

carltnj@realtracs.com

1708 North Main St.
Shelbyville, TN 37160

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated.

704 Blue Ribbon Pkwy.
Shelbyville, TN

reddsheatingandair.com
(931) 684-0339

Thank You for over 50 Years!

Kim Dunn James Redd Patricia Redd

Family Owned & Operated

Everyone IsEveryone Is
BUZZING BUZZING 

About Our About Our 
$$89890000

Spring Tune-Up Spring Tune-Up 
SpecialSpecial
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Be the 

blessing
Local foster closet works
with the community to meet
the urgent needs of children.

By Tina Neeley
Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Alyce
Crawford



families and began researching area resources. Foster 
closets offer necessities like clothing, formula, and 
diapers, along with baby and children’s furniture, 
equipment, and other items needed day to day. As 
Crawford equipped her home to serve the children, 
many things were available through foster closets in 
Nashville, Murfreesboro, and other towns, but none 
were available in our immediate area.

She said, “I was running all over to other foster 
closets, and it was time-consuming, so I made up my 
mind to open a local closet. I posted to social media 
and in groups that I was starting a foster closet and 
needed community support. I started accepting 
donations, running it from inside my home, and we 
grew so quickly that my living room and front porch 
were overtaken.”

Crawford expanded from her home to an outbuild-
ing and named the outreach the Blended & Blessed 
Foster Closet of Bedford County.

W E TAKE it for granted. A hot shower 
or a long bath at home, endless choices 
for snacks and meals in the pantry and 

fridge, a closet filled with clothes, a warm coat — so many 
everyday provisions are routine and present that we can’t 
imagine others lacking them. Children in foster families' 
temporary care and custody know a different reality. The 
families that care for them often need necessities that 
aren’t practical or economical to stock daily.

When Alyce Crawford was a child, her parents 
cared for displaced family members, also known as a 
kinship placement. She saw firsthand the need for such 
care, but she also saw the complications with depart-
ments of children’s services. After moving to Tennessee, 
she realized she had more love to share and wanted to 
make a positive difference. She became a foster parent 
in January 2022.

Shortly into her fostering experiences, she rec-
ognized a need for greater support for local foster 

Our families are blended. We’re made 
up of biological children, our foster and 
adoptive children, and we are relative 
caregivers. And I thought, what better 

name than Blended & Blessed?
-Alyce Crawford

“
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“Our families are blended. We're 
made up of biological children, our 
foster and adoptive children, and we are 
relative caregivers. And I thought, what 
better name than Blended & Blessed?” 
said Crawford.

Blended & Blessed serves fos-
ter, adoptive, and kinship families 
throughout Tennessee. Arrangements 
can be made for items to be picked 
up from the closet, or Crawford can 
coordinate a meeting with the foster 
caregiver in a convenient location to 
deliver whatever is needed. The need 
for items is great, and the nature of 
the things requested varies.

“We need support from our com-
munity, so we always need volunteers. 
We want to try to partner with some 
of the local businesses, organizations, 
and churches that would be willing to 
hold monthly drives,” she said. “Each 
month, we focus on [specific] needs 
for the foster closet. In April, we're 
collecting hygiene products and hair 
supplies, and we have our wish lists for 
Amazon and Walmart posted on our 
Facebook page. We update the page 
with our needs and wants to keep the 
community informed.”

Children come into care with 
emergency needs that require items not 
usually on hand in foster homes, so re-
quests for donations of specific items are 
posted as situations develop. From the 
need for a certain-sized jacket to cribs, 
mattresses, and booster seats, there are 
many opportunities for the community’s 
support. Volunteers are needed to work 
in the closet daily, allowing Crawford to 
focus on ensuring that as many needs as 
possible are met. 

Crawford explained, “When a child 
comes into care, they typically come 
with nothing. I've had children come 
into my home with no shoes on their 
feet. As foster parents, we may be given 
a 20-minute notice, so we don't always 
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have time to collect items for the children. 
The foster closet is here to provide options 
to best support the transition for the kids 
as they come into foster care because 
having clothes and items is not a stress 
or burden a child should have to carry. 
When a child comes into our home, our 
focus is not on getting those items but on 
getting the child the services they need 
and getting them adjusted to their new 
environment. As foster parents, [we care] 
for their daily needs and [provide] a safe 
environment to help them process their 
trauma and adjust to this new normal.”

Another way Crawford enhances the 
children’s foster experience is by cele-
brating birthdays, holidays, and the little 
things in life.

“I started a birthday blessing bag 
program with the foster closet in August. 
We provide birthday cakes, decorations, 
and a gift for a child in foster care, 100% 
covered for the foster family. It’s possible 
with a $20 donation from the community, 
and we're working with local bakers to 
provide birthday cakes free of charge for 
the families. For some of these kids, that's 
the first birthday they've ever celebrated. 
It lets them feel they’re seen even though 
they’re celebrating their birthday in foster 
care. I feel like that's another way to 
support a foster family and to help these 
kids be children and enjoy life’s small 
moments,” she said.

It’s continuing the blessing of a blend-
ed home. It’s offering a hand as a commu-
nity coming together around families who 
open their hearts and homes to children in 
seasons of transition and trauma. It’s being 
better together. GN

To volunteer or donate, follow 

Blended & Blessed Foster Closet of 

Bedford County on Facebook or visit 

blendedandblessedf.wixsite.com/

blended-and-blessed. 
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W HEN YOU shop locally, you’re 
making a statement – and not the 
kind that causes controversy or 

makes people pick sides. You’re taking a stand for 
your neighbors. You’re spending your time and 
money on people who are just like you. Our local 
stores probably don’t have billionaire investors, 
but they can have the most important investment 
of all. It means more. It has a greater impact on 
lives. And it lasts much longer than the ink on 
a printed contract. You have the opportunity to 
be that investor. And no, we’re not talking about 

getting into a pricey business deal. We’re talking 
about just showing up.

When you walk into a store, and the owner 
hears the ding from the bell above the door, you’re 
giving the gift of love. It’s a simple affirmation 
of a smile and burst of joy that someone walked 
into this local store, but it’s good enough to make 
someone’s day.

That’s the statement and investment that can 
change a life. So visit your local businesses. Your 
support changes not only you and the owner but 
the community as a whole. GN

Support our community by 
shopping in Shelbyville

Shop
Local
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A HalfA Half
Century and Century and 

CountingCounting
One family’s

cornerstone to success

Craig & Wheeler Realty & Auction

 
 

By Tina Neeley // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes
and provided by Ben and Tad Craig

T ODAY, YOU can buy a new home from the 
comfort of your old one. The internet has 
transformed how we conduct most business, 

but at Craig & Wheeler Realty & Auction, one thing 
has remained unchanged for 50 years and counting. 
Belinda Craig is the glue that secures the company's 
past, present, and future.

In 1973, inflation was making its presence known, 
and mortgage interest rates were steadily creeping up. 
But the economic forecast didn’t dampen plans made 
by Belinda’s husband, David Craig, and her father, Au-
burn Wheeler, as they partnered that year to open Craig 
& Wheeler Realty. Belinda’s brother-in-law, Alan Gill, 
came on board as an agent, and Belinda took her place at 
the front desk. Soon auction services were added, and the 
company became Craig & Wheeler Realty & Auction.

Belinda and her sons, Ben and Tad Craig, are cele-
brating the family’s half-century commitment to Shel-
byville and Bedford County and pausing to reflect on 
their experiences with each other and the community 
they serve.Auburn Wheeler, Bill Mittwidee, Joann Renegar, Alan Gill, Wyman Burns, and David Craig➤
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Belinda Craig



➤

Auburn and David shared a vision but 
differed in ways that made day-to-day op-
erations challenging. From choosing the 
colors for the business (Auburn was for 
black and gold; David was for orange and 
white.) to disagreeing in various situations, 
their mutual respect and work ethic and 
Belinda’s intervention and mediation com-
bined for a successful team.

Tad said, “You've got our grandad, the 
guy telling jokes, shaking hands, and kiss-
ing babies that could make anybody laugh. 
Then you’ve got Dad, the guy counting 
every nickel and looking at all angles and 
was equally humble but driven. He was 
very focused. They were polar opposites, 
and that’s why it worked. And Ben and I 
are, too. We each have our strengths, and 
we play off that.”

Belinda agreed. “I don’t think I ever re-
alized how genius he was until he was gone. 
He never made a major decision without 
asking my opinion. David really pushed in-
tegrity and honesty,” she said.

David and Auburn agreed on integrity 
and honesty. All decisions were and are led 
by the golden rule.

Ben said, “Grandaddy Wheeler gave 
me a ruler once — a Coca-Cola ruler 
printed around 1939-40, that said ‘Do 
unto others as you would have them do 
unto you.’ And he said, ‘I've always had 
this in my desk. Take this and keep it in 
your desk, and don't ever forget it because 
the world is changing rapidly.’  I know how 
it’s changed since he’s been gone, and I just 
haven't forgotten that.”

Most changes in the past 50 years have 
been in the tools of the trade. One-page 
real estate purchase agreements are few and 
far between. Listings were kept in a book 
that had to be signed out and checked back 
in by agents, and today listings are shared 
through a Multiple Listing System™ on-

line and accessible to everyone with an 
internet connection. Cell phones replaced 
the multi-line desktop system, and emails 
and texts replaced letters and pink phone 
message slips. 

While all these things changed the 
business's logistics, the company's heart 
and its ongoing success continued under 
Belinda’s watchful eye.

Auburn’s retirement and passing came 
following Ben and Tad joining the fam-
ily business. David continued full speed 
ahead until a serious accident involving 
one of his cows caused a decline in his 
health that collided with cancer and led to 
his death in 2018.

As his life slowed through the duration 
of his health struggles, David shared his fo-
cused values with them.

Belinda said, “He told the boys, ‘All 
you’ve got is your name — you lose that, 
and you’ve lost it all. Money doesn't matter; 
it's just paper. But if you're good to people, 
it will come back to you.’ And it has in the 
repeat business that we get.”

Belinda is committed to seeing her sons’ 
continued success. She is an active agent 
and presence at the office and can and will 
offer her wisdom and guidance as needed, 
recognizing when it’s time to speak up.

There’s one thing the brothers always 
agree on.

“Belinda’s been the glue and still is. 
She’s very active in what we do,”  Tad said.

Ben added, “If she didn’t keep it togeth-
er — the books, everything — we wouldn’t 
be sitting here today. Grandaddy was aware 
of it, and Dad was aware of it. They would 
tangle. It was a family business, and there 
was controversy, but there’s less today than 
there’s ever been, thanks to the time we had 
at the end with Dad.”

It’s still a family business. Alan traded 
his agent license for an appraiser license. His 
son, Tyler Gill, now fills his shoes as an agent, 

Belinda and 
her sons, Ben 

(left) and Tad 
Craig (right), 

are celebrating 
the family’s 

half-century 
commitment to 
Shelbyville and 

Bedford County
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All you’ve got is 
your name — you 

lose that, and 
you’ve lost it all. 
Money doesn't 
matter; it's just 

paper. But if you're 
good to people,

it will come
back to you.

- David Craig

and his son, Bo, assists him in the appraisal 
business. Ben’s wife, Lana, and Tad’s wife, 
Carissa, are also agents; the other 20 Craig 
& Wheeler agents are also family.

Belinda said, “I hate that they're not 
here to see it, especially Daddy. He had 
seen a lot with David and loved that the 
boys were back. David was looking so for-
ward to this 50th year. He talked about it 
a lot; he’s missed so much.”

Belinda’s committed to the company’s 
future, but she knows where to draw the 
line. “I don’t want to be a mediator when I 
get to heaven,” she said.

I guess that settles it. GN
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A BetterA Better
 Life Life

LP Automotive LLC

 
Local small-business 

owner perseveres 
and gives back to 
the community.

 
 

By Tina Neeley
Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

T HE COMMUNITY had seen very few 
Hispanic families in Shelbyville in 1993. The 
schools had no translators, and our curriculum 

had no English as a second language (ESL) courses. 
Leo Solis was a six-year-old in a new country 
surrounded by faces that looked different from his and 
hearing conversations that had no meaning to him. 
What he could understand, however, was the deeply 
felt belief of his family that the possibility of a better 
life was all around him.

“It was tough because there was nobody to translate. 
We were bullied on the bus because we didn’t speak En-
glish. At school, nobody spoke Spanish until they hired 
an ESL teacher, which helped out quite a bit. I was very 
blessed with teachers who really put effort and time into 
helping me learn and cared about my education,” Solis 
said in perfect English.

He believed the best way to honor his parents’ 
hopes for their new lives was to do his best in school. 
It was a determination that undergirded his goal-set-
ting and life choices.

“I’ve always wanted to show my community, myself, 
and my parents that I was capable of doing good. We 
were immigrants with no other family here. My par-
ents brought us here to better our lives and theirs, and 
I didn’t want to discourage or disappoint them,” Solis 
said. “It was kind of hard for me to focus, and that’s why 
I’m so proud of those primary teachers and elementary 
teachers [who] took the effort to get me where I needed 
to be. Because a lot of us were not well-liked here be-
cause of certain situations, I took it upon myself to show 
that I was able to be a good leader. I set goals in middle 
school, and when I finished high school, I tried to exe-
cute those goals. God has blessed me, and I’ve done a lot 
that I didn’t think I’d be able to do.”

Solis became a father at 18, adjusting his goals and 
future visions to best provide for his family. While 
he had dreams of college or the military, he quick-
ly regrouped. In determining a career direction, he 
considered what lines of work offered services that 
would always be in demand and found his answer in 
the heating and cooling business. He learned quickly, 
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though, after pursuing it for himself, that the overhead left 
little margin for profit. Never one to give up, he moved from 
the self-employment business model to work for another, this 
time in automotive sales and service.

He worked as a detailer for a Murfreesboro car dealership 
and soon found himself in sales and management for three lots. 
After attempting to invest in the company but without success, 
Solis recognized he could do more.

He said, “I was not making enough money at the time. 
I had a salary of $350, and I was getting $25 a car [com-
mission]. But I learned so much and educated myself again. 
I improved my skills and learned how to do subprime lend-
ing, website management, software management, and handle 
car financing. After 10 years, they wanted to lower my pay. I 
wanted to get out and start my own business.”

Today Solis owns and operates local businesses offering car 
detailing, sales, automotive repair, and a body shop. After a slow 
start, he adapted and learned to operate more efficiently again.

“The reason I love the car business is that I like to help 
people get into that vehicle when others couldn’t get them 
approved. I like to challenge myself to help those that say, ‘I 
couldn’t get approved.’ A lot of these people just need a little 
mentoring to show them if you do this and that, you will be 
able to do it. A lot of the reason I’m successful is because I was 
willing to help them, and then the next go around, they were 
helping me, giving me business and referrals.”

Giving back by offering a fair service at a reasonable price 
is important to Solis.

“We do pretty much all [types of ] mechanical work. We 
do brakes, rotors, oil changes, and alternators — anything me-
chanical in a car, we pretty much do. We also do detailing and 
collision repair, and that’s what’s different from other shops. I 
offer affordable prices to my community. We base it on what 
you can afford and structure scheduled payments at times be-
cause it’s tough now. I’ve been there,” he said. 

And he’s found opportunities to give back to the commu-
nity in other areas. 

“One of the things I wanted to do is help out my commu-
nity. I’ve sponsored the Boys and Girls Club multiple times, 
and I sponsor basketball and soccer teams. I feel very fortu-
nate to be where I’m at in life. I’m willing to do what I can to 
help because I believe in God, and I want God to know that 
I’m doing good work for my brothers and sisters.”

Solis has come a long way from the little boy in a foreign town, 
but he’s never lost sight of the opportunities available. It’s his life’s 
work now to continue to create opportunities for others. GN
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The reason I love 
the car business 

is that I like to help 
people get into 

that vehicle when 
others couldn’t get 

them approved. 
- Leo Solis



SServingerving
Full CircleFull Circle

 
Maleah Claxton stays 

plugged into her community.

Shelter Mutual Insurance

 
 

By Tina Neeley // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

S OME CAREERS begin with a dream or a plan, 
but Maleah Claxton’s insurance career began, 
she said, as sheer dumb luck after moving to a 

new town and needing a job. A Shelter Insurance office 
hired her part time to answer the phones and file, but 
one month later, she was told it wasn’t working out.

Claxton said, “I kind of freaked out. I said, ‘What 
do you mean, it’s not working out? I’ve been in business. 
I’ve done this; I’ve done that.’ And she said, ‘Calm down, 
Tiger. I think you’re doing great. I want you to get your 
license and work full time.’”

And so she did. Four years later, she was offered her 
own Shelter agency and chose Shelbyville to call home 
in 2006. Claxton and the Shelbyville community con-
nected right away.

“It took about a year for me to fit in,” she said. “Peo-
ple were like, ‘Who are you?’ And then about a year after 
that, people would say, ‘You remember when we did this 
thing in high school?’”

With a grandfather who lived with polio, Claxton is 
passionate about the work of the Rotary Club and has 
been active in the local chapter since moving to town. 
She has served in connection with The Imagination Li-
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brary, the Habitat Ball, the Bedford Coun-
ty Election Commission, the local Cham-
ber of Commerce board, the Shelbyville 
Women’s Club, and chairman of United 
Way Bedford County. While her children 
were in school, she was happy to participate 
in everything happening in their schools.

Taking care of her community is at the 
heart of everything she does.

She said, “I really enjoy helping peo-
ple get what they need at a price point 
that they need, but more than a price 
point, what they need if something ac-
tually happens, especially with life insur-

ance. It’s an act of love to help your fami-
ly in the future. But I never want anybody 
to leave my office without understanding 
what [insurance coverage] they’ve got. 
Everybody’s different. There’s no one-
size-fits-all.”

An avid reader, Claxton added a Little 
Free Library lending box outside her office 
during COVID, and it remains today for 
any who want to take or leave books for 
others to read. It’s on the Little Free Li-
brary World Map.

“I had a lot of books I needed to get rid 
of, and I thought since nobody could go to 

the library during COVID, they could use 
them. There are books for adults and chil-
dren in it. It’s not to get folks to do busi-
ness with me but to help the community,” 
Claxton said.  

Being married to someone who also 
works in sales makes life easier. Her hus-
band, Donnie, is a building materials sales 
representative, so they understand the need 
to be available to customers outside the av-
erage 9-to-5 jobs. Still, they are able to bal-
ance work with quality time together.

“We usually both take our stuff with us 
most of the time. We will leave everything 
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at home every now and then, but it’s hard because, in 
my business, people need things immediately. As long 
as my assistant, Susie Emery, is there, she can help 
them or email me,” said Maleah. “And at the end of 
the night, if I’m on vacation, I’ll sit down and see the 
emails that need immediate attention. But I’ve gotten 

lots of phone calls when I’ve 
been on vacation when things 
have happened. People apol-
ogize for bothering me, but I 
tell them it’s no bother. This is 
what I signed up for.”

Don’t be surprised to find 
Maleah at Heritage Jewelers 
on the square in Shelbyville. 
Her love of jewelry pairs with 
her salesmanship, and she is in 
her element.

“I will go up there and 
meet customers and help the 
owner, Linda Brown, on hol-
idays or during events and 
on the weekends for fun. Be-
cause I’m a jewelry lover, it’s 
good for both of us.  I’m a 
salesperson who likes jewelry, 
and she needs help. It’s great 
because I get to see and know 
different people. Sometimes 
husbands will text me for 
ideas for gifts for their wives, 
and I’ll remember they liked 
my ring, and that automati-
cally gives me an idea of what 
they’d like. I don’t have a 

whole lot of hobbies. I’m not a golfer; my husband’s 
a golfer. I read, and I like to work and do community 
service. I guess that is my hobby,” Maleah said.

Finding a way to connect with the community 
through every aspect of her life brings local small-busi-
ness life full circle. GN

I really enjoy 
helping people get 
what they need at 
a price point that 

they need, but 
more than a price 
point, what they 

need if something 
actually happens, 
especially with life 

insurance.
- Maleah Claxton
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SHELBYVILLE’S 
MEN’S STORE

TUXEDO RENTAL

White Dress Shirts 
ALWAYS in stock.

Calvin Cannon Company
Torso (931) 639-3643

Historic Uptown Shelbyville

Helping Families & Friends Honor Their Loved Ones

FF ELDHAUS
MEMORIAL CHAPEL

2022 N. Main St., Hwy 231 N.
Shelbyville, TN 37160
931.684-8356

feldhausmemorial.com

definitewellness.net
875 Union St. Shelbyville, TN 

401 Wilson Ave. Tullahoma, TN 37388
Mon.-Tue. Thurs. Fri. 9am- 6pm

(931) 808-8329  
ANGELA RUBLEY FNP

Shelbyville’s Premier Hormone Clinic

CAR & TRUCK SHOWCAR & TRUCK SHOW

Saturday, May 13, 2023
Tennessee Walking Horse National Celebration Grounds 

(at the Pavilion) 721 Whitthorne St., Shelbyville, TN

38 Classes - Plus Special Awards 
Registration Starts 8:00 am • Judging at Noon

Fee $20 - 2nd Vehicle $10 • Awards to be given at 3:00pm

Platinum Sponsors: Newton Motor Group & C.A.R. Service Center, 
Perry’s Performance

Best Club Participation ($100 Money - No Trophy) • 3 Trophies Per Class

Walt Bagar (256) 606-0885 • Gene Ray (931) 224-7101
Jerry Clanton (931) 684-9379 • Calvin Kincaid (931) 684-5662

Classes 
With 10 

Entries Will 
Be Split

Rain 
or 

Shine

Car Corral  –  Petroliana Welcome  –  Swap Meet

Deb Insell, Agent  
923 N. Main St Shelbyville, TN 37160  
931-684-5274 www.debinsell.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL 2001738

Like a Good Neighbor
State Farm is There. ®

JJ TIRE & BRAKETIRE & BRAKE
OOEL’SEL’S

923 Colloredo Blvd, Shelbyville, TN • 931-684-9000

MON-FRI • 7-5
SAT • 8-12

• Tires
• Brakes
• Alignments
• AC Repair
• Tune-ups
• Custom Exhaust
• Wheel Repair Joel Landers

Joel Landers
joelstireandbrakes.com



F OR THE pinnacle of country 
cooking, look no further than 
The Bell Buckle Café. This 

world-famous restaurant is serving meals 
reminiscent of eating at Mama’s table 
for dinner — soul food only found in 
the South and guaranteed to bring back 
special memories with every bite.   

I can hear the old wooden screen door 
slam. I can envision the stone step out 
front, worn down by thousands of hungry 
guests through the years. I can smell the 
food from across the street, and I know 
I’m in for something magical. 

I cannot start my meal at the café 
without ordering fried green beans. Easily 
my favorite vegetable, these are perfectly 
crispy with a kick of spice that pairs har-
moniously with the cool ranch dressing to 
dip them in. It’s always a tough choice be-
tween my two favorite entrées — chicken 
fried steak or the grilled chicken. Both are 
amazing, but the grilled chicken is a signa-

Bell 
Buckle 
Café
100 Main St.
Bell Buckle, TN 37020
(931) 389-9693
bellbucklecafe@yahoo.com
or find us on Facebook.

Good News is 
coming to dinner!

We will feature a local 
food critic’s thoughts as 
he dines in Shelbyville. 
This month Colby Prince  
visited Bell Buckle Café.

ture dish here at the café. With a perfectly 
smokey exterior and juicy interior, it has a 
taste that cannot be replicated at home, no 
matter how many times I try. 

And dinner isn’t complete without one 
of their amazing desserts like the grits 
cake or oatmeal cake. Each is an out-of-
this-world experience with a decadent 
taste. The grits cake may sound strange, 
but it’s the softest, moistest cake with a 
mouth-watering flavor and topped with 
fresh strawberries. If that doesn’t have your 
teeth rattling, give the oatmeal cake a try. 
This deeply rich dessert topped with the 
sweetest caramel sauce over a piping hot 
oatmeal cake will take your tastebuds on a 
journey unlike anything else. 

Bell Buckle Café is most certainly a 
restaurant that most people are fond of. 
If you’ve never heard of it, then bless your 
heart. You’re missing out. So come hungry, 
bring a crowd, and enjoy all the Bell Buck-
le Café has to offer. GN

Cooking with love
provides food for the soul
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Without Chicken: 
$5.99+Tax

Join Zax Rewardz to redeem 
this exclusive offer!*

*See store for 
complete details.

FREE Big 
Zax Snak®*

$799
+TAX

www.zaxbys.com

20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK 
Regular: $26.99 • Buffalo: $30.99

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $26.99

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.79 • Sandwich only: $4.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE CLUB SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.69 • Sandwich only: $6.69

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.19 • Sandwich only: $5.19

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.19 • Sandwich only: $4.99

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.99 • Sandwich only: $5.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Sandwich only: $6.69

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct. $8.69 • 5ct. $9.69 • 6ct. $10.69
Buffalo: 4ct. $9.49 • 5ct. $10.69 • 6ct. $11.89

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $11.99 • Buffalo: $12.09

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $10.29 • Buffalo: $10.89

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.19

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.69

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.99 

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.19

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $9.59

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 
$3.99

FRIED PICKLES 
$3.99 

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular: $1.89 • Large: $2.19

COLESLAW - CUP 
99¢

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 
$1.79

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular: $1.39 • Buffalo: $1.59

THE NIBBLER 
$1.76

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, and a Treat.  
KIDDIE FINGER
$4.79

KIDDIE CHEESE
$4.79

DRINK 
Small: $1.99 • Medium: $2.19 • Large: $2.49

GALLON OF SWEET OR UNSWEET TEA
$4.99

KIDZ® DRINK 
89¢

MILK 
Regular: $1.09 • Chocolate: $1.09

APPLE JUICE 
$1.09

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct. $5.19 • 10ct. $8.89 • 20ct. $16.49

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct. $6.99 • 10ct. $12.19 • 20ct. $22.79

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $6.19 • 10ct. $11.99 • 20ct. $22.99

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $7.19 • 10ct. $13.99 • 20ct. $26.99

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
One 99¢ • Three $1.79

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.69 • Grilled: $8.69 • Garden: $6.59

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.99 • Grilled: $8.99 • Garden: $6.89

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

DESSERTS

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, Ranch, 
Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, Tongue 
Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot Honey Mustard, 
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ, 
Buffalo Garlic Blaze 
25¢

SAUCES

931-735-6541
101 Palmer Dr. • Shelbyville, TN

Your Expert Care Partner 
for Vascular Health

Our Shelbyville location is open Wednesdays and Thursdays and 
offers the services of a vascular surgeon and an ultrasound technician. 

Russell Plaza - 120 Frank Martin Road, Shelbyville, TN
(931) 685-0986 info@midtnvascular.com

Our PhysiciansOur Physicians

BEFOREBEFORE AFTERAFTER

Dr. de Grijs Dr. Fleser Dr. Iranmanesh

Visit midtnvascular.com for more information!

Our Treatments Include:
• Sclerotherapy
• Peripheral Artery Disease

• Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm
• Carotid Artery Disease

• Varicose Veins

1735 N. Main Street, Suite C-1
P.O. Box 1330
Shelbyville TN 37160 US
931-575-5050
www.fbitn.com
Customer Service 1.877.876.2222

Jeff FloydJeff Floyd
Agency Manager
jeff.floyd@fbitn.com

WE BUY WE BUY 
SCRAP METAL!SCRAP METAL!

(931) 454-2222(931) 454-2222
54 Recycle Dr., Tullahoma, TN 37388

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am - 4:30 pm • Sat. 8:00 am - 11:30 am

Aluminum, Cans, Appliances, Farm Equipment, Steel, Brass, Copper 
AND We buy ANY Vehicle - Running or Not!

www.cfcrecycling.netwww.cfcrecycling.net

Jean T. O’Brien
Affiliate broker

Obrienj@realtracs.com

1535 W. Northfield Blvd.
Murfreesboro, TN 37129
Office	 615-896-4600
Fax	 931-437-3033
Mobile		 615-604-2500



Without Chicken: 
$5.99+Tax

Join Zax Rewardz to redeem 
this exclusive offer!*

*See store for 
complete details.

FREE Big 
Zax Snak®*

$799
+TAX

www.zaxbys.com
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30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $26.99

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.79 • Sandwich only: $4.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE CLUB SANDWICH 
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for a

Julie Wells Sanders, Eve Kincaid, Maleah Claxton, Pam Birtcil, Linda Brown, and Sheri Heflin➤



Habitat for Humanity Ball 
raises money for the organization.

By Kali Bradford
Photos submitted by Nelson Holliman Photography 

AA LOCAL ORGANIZATION, Bedford Builds for 
Habitat for Humanity, works year-round to help those 

in need in Bedford County. Their tireless efforts never cease, 
and they always look for ways to help the community. Recently, 
staff, volunteers, and others special to the organization enjoyed 
an evening of dinner, dancing, and more for the 25th Annual 
Bedford Builds for Habitat for Humanity Ball.

According to Executive Director Pam Birtcil, the annual 
fundraiser is their largest one of the year and helps them fund the 
building of about half of a house. 

Held in Bell Buckle, guests showed up dressed in their finest. 
They enjoyed dinner from the Bell Buckle Café, a silent and live 
auction, and dancing. The Nashville Alternators provided music.  

There were many exciting items for patrons to bid on in the 
silent auction. Among those items were signed guitars from Dolly 
Parton and American Idol runner-up Hunter Girl, jewelry from 
Heritage Jewelers, and a tray of pies from the famous Nancy 
“Mama Phillips” at the Bluebird Antiques and Ice Cream Parlor 
in Bell Buckle. 

Other auction items included a flight on the DC3, a grill 
from Badcock Furniture, night stays at a Bell Buckle bed and 
breakfast, and a vase made by Scott Wieland. 

Kristin Tomlin, a recent recipient of a home built by Habitat, 
was the evening guest speaker. She spoke about the organization's 
amazing impact on her life. 

According to Shontelli Head, who works as a Bedford Builds 
for Habitat for Humanity store manager, the event is special to 
everyone who attends. Head said the preparation begins months 

Cause 

in advance, with every detail carefully planned. She considers the 
event a special “thank you” to all those involved with Habitat. 

“For me, it is a ‘thank you’ to the people who donate and 
sponsor us,” she said. “We are showing them all the love we have 
for them. I believe this is my third year attending, and I love 
meeting new people and just having fun. It’s that one day a year 
that you can just let your hair down and have a beautiful and 
meaningful evening with old and new friends.” 

Head, who has been with the organization for four years, is 
a recipient of a Habitat home. She said she is thankful for what 
the organization has done for her and is continuously inspired by 
other Habitat recipients, such as Tomlin. 

“I’m so thankful for the organization and all that they do for 
the community,” she said. “They are beneficial to everyone they 
reach, especially the ones who are recipients of the homes. I've 
been in my home for four years. There were a lot of struggles and 
emotions to get to this point, but they were there to help me and 
walk with me. Now I smile every day, knowing that not only have 
I been helped, but I am a part of an organization that continues 
to help. It’s a blessing.”  GN

For more information on Bedford Builds for Habitat for 
Humanity, visit their website at www.bedfordbuildshabitat.org.

Dena and Warren Landers➤

 Aaron Huitt, Leandra Huitt, Tabitha Lewis, Samantha Neeley,  
Danielle Knois, and Todd Knois

➤
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A romantic evening for two
 
Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Those looking for a romantic night of dinner and dancing were able to enjoy 
an evening to remember at The Bell Buckle Valentine’s Day Banquet that 
took place at the Bell Buckle Banquet Hall. Couples enjoyed dinner and 
dancing to the sounds of the South Jackson Street Band.

Cindy and 
Freja Scribani

➤

Anthony and Michelle Yanis➤

Lucia, 
August, 

and Freja

➤

Joe 
Butcher 

and 
Rhonda 
Stevens

➤
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Call me for a quote today

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, 
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloom-
ington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Home & auto.
Easy & affordable.

Jacob Spence
Agent

727 N Main St
Shelbyville, TN 37160-2827

Bus: 931-488-7138
jacob@securebyspence.com

Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithstankservice.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Let Us Take Care Of 
Your Septic Tanks

401 S. Cannon Blvd, Shelbyville, TN 37160

Tires • Front-End Alignment • Brakes • Mufflers

Serving Middle Tennessee Since 1954

Landers Tires
931-684-TIRE

takes an immense
amount of strength

to face, but you
don’t have to 

do it alone!
Take the first step 

and
CALL TODAY.

ADDICTIONADDICTION

Phone: 931-740-1191 | Fax: 931-650-3740
admissions@brookshealingcenter.com

brookshealingcenter.com

Addiction and
Co-Occurring

Treatment Center

931-492-9090931-492-9090  

SERVING ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Visit Our New Website @ www.hprealtyco.com
Use our interactive map to search Tennessee listings

Put HP to work for YOU!

BUYING • SELLING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • LAND, LOTS & FARMS

306 Bethany Lane, Shelbyville, TN

Steven Flippo 
931-703-7790

Kris Gagnon
615-939-1537

Michael Allen 
931-580-5282

Jenny Burris
931-703-4793

Benita Caldwell 
931-703-6167

Brandi Dye
931-580-1835



E V E N T S
C A L E N D A R

 April 22 

8:00 am 14th Annual  
Barbecue Cookoff 

 Shelbyville Moose 
Lodge #2197 
 
Food sales start at 

 10 a.m. and judging 
begins at noon. 

 For more information 
 call (931) 684-9137.

8:00 am Pet Vaccination & 
Microchipping Clinic 

 Middle Tennessee Spay 
& Neuter Clinic

 846 Union St.
 Shelbyville

 Drive up to the back 
parking lot of Middle TN 
Spay & Neuter Clinic.

 Please stay in 
 your vehicle.
 Rabies vaccinations $10
 Canine Distemper
 /Parvo $15
 Bordetella $15
 Feline Distemper $15
 Microchipping $20
 Please have correct 

change (cash). 
For more information 
visit www.mtsnc.org.

 April 25 

9:00 am Friends of 
Shelbyville-Bedford 
County Public 
Library Used 

 Book Sale 
 Bedford County 
 Public Library
 220 S. Jefferson St. 
 Shelbyville 

 
Hardcover books are 
$1, paperbacks are 
50 cents, DVDs and 
audiobooks are $1 each.

  
If you are interested 
in volunteering for the 
book sale, please call us 
at (931) 684-7323.

See more of the people, places, 
and events you know and love.

Our photographers capture 
the greatest moments! 

Browse and save addition-
al photos from our Good 
News stories. Prints and 

personalized merchandise 
may be ordered online with 
100% of the proceeds ben-

efiting local nonprofits.

We have
more photos!



For more events 
and to submit an 

event visit:
www.GoodNewsMags.com/
events or call 800-247-7318

For more events 
and to submit 
an event visit:

www.GoodNewsMags.com/events 
or call (800) 247-7318

 April 29 

10:00 am Our Town Fair
 Morgan Cultural Center
 103 Alumni Lane 
 Petersburg

 Admission is $10. Kids 
under 12 are free.

 Wristbands for rides 
 are $8.
 Sponsorships and 

booths available.
 
 If you have questions 

or wish to register as a 
vendor for the Little Miss/
Mr. Our Town or Our 
Town Idol, please call 
(931) 675-7111, or email 
admin@petersburgccc.
com.

 May 6  

8:30 am First Community 
Bank of Tennessee 
Shred Day 2023

 First Community Bank of 
Middle Tennessee

 207 Elm St. 
 Shelbyville

 For more information 
call (931) 684-5800.

8:30 am Paws for a Cause  
5K Run & 1 Mile 

 Fun Walk
 Calsonic Arena Pavilion
 721 Whitthorne St. 
 Shelbyville

 This is a dog-friendly 
event. All dogs must be 
friendly, on leashes,  
and up to date on 

 their vaccinations.

 This event benefits the 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) Middle 
TN Spay & Neuter Clinic.

 For more information 
visit www.mtsnc.org.

Photos.GoodNewsMags.com

Scan the QR code below
to start browsing today.
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We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.

G O O D  N E W S
S U P P O R T E R S

CALL AN AGENT TODAY!

Craig & Wheeler Realty & Auction, LLC is an equal opportunity employer.

(931) 684-9112 • CraigWheeler.com 
508 Cannon Blvd • Shelbyville, TN  37160

Tad Craig (931) 639-0914 Jody Hayes (561) 401-2162

Located along Hwy 231 North and Midland Road

LUXURY LIVING
with an eye toward retirement years!

FLOOR PLANS 
FEATURING 

2-3 
BEDROOMS 

• HOA Community: $210 a month including fiber optic Wi-Fi from 
 United Communications and all lawn care.
• Insurance provided for exterior and interior of all units.
• Top of the line custom cabinets with quartz counter tops.
• Honeywell Smart Thermostat
• Ring Doorbell (Smart camera)
• Garage Door with Windows
• 9 ft Ceilings on All First Levels

• Appliance Package:
  - Electric Cooktop
  - Ventless Hood Fan
  - Dishwasher
  - Single Oven with Built-in  
    Microwave Above
• Delta Low-Flow Faucets in Bath & Kitchen

FEATURES
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