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Avoid Invasive Plant Speczes

Intuition may suggest all plants
that provide habitats for wildlife
and produce oxygen for the
atmosphere are good no matter
where they are planted.
However, non-native plant
species that are introduced into
areas across North America
can pose significant threats to
an ecosystem.

Foreign plants can wreak havoc
on native plant species and
agricultural industries. Scores
of plants are aggressively
invading certain areas of the
country. Invasive species are
introduced largely due to
human action, such as planting
non-native plants. Plants also
may be introduced through
boating and fishing. Wind and
rain may introduce non-native
plants to a particular region,
while some plants are intro-
duced through animals.

The organization
PlayCleanGo.org says that not
all non-native plants are harm-
ful and some can be beneficial.
But non-native plants that take
over and cause severe damage
in areas outside of their normal
range are considered to be
invasive, and efforts must be
made to keep invasives under
control.

Gaining awareness of the path-
ways through which invasives
spread can help people avoid
introducing invasive species.
Some invasive plants are very
attractive and they may be for
sale at some garden centers,
but such plants should be
avoided for the benefit of local
ecosystems. In addition, weeds
and seeds can be hidden in pot-
ting mixes or lawn and garden
products and essentially sneak

their way into regions where
they do not belong.
Homeowners who learn to rec-
ognize invasive species can
decrease their risk of introduc-
ing such plants to their proper-
ties. The following are some
common invasive species:

* Garlic mustard

* Mayweed

* Norway maple

¢ Yellow rocket

* Australian pine

* Oxeye daisy

* Bermuda grass

e Ground ivy

* Chinese privet

 Cotton thistle

¢ Purple loosestrife

* Japanese honeysuckle

e English ivy

e Kudzu

e Autumn olive

e Paper mulberry

People can learn more about
invasive species by speaking
with lawn and garden profes-
sionals.
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Mulch is available in various
forms. Like other land and gar-
den products, mulch can go a
long way toward helping plants
thrive.

Mulch comprises just about any
material that is spread over the
surface of soil. Its purpose is
primarily to help soil retain mois-
ture. In addition, mulch can
staunch weed growth, keep soil
cool, improve the aesthetics of
garden beds, and even improve
soil nutrient composition. When
the right mulch is chosen, it can
reduce the amount of time
homeowners spend watering
and weeding their gardens and
insulate plants from dramatic
changes in weather.

Gardeners may not realize that
mulch also can prevent garden
soil from becoming overly com-
pacted. This can mean benefi-
cial earthworms can move easi-
ly through the soil, creating
channels for water and deposit-

Outdoor entertaining areas are
popular among homeowners,
and firepits are one of the most
sought-after additions to such
spaces Various styles are avail-
able to homeowners who want to
add firepits to their backyards,
and choosing the right type may
come down to budget, the
amount of yard space available
or even personal preference.

* Wood firepit: As their name
suggests, wood firepits burn
wood, which may appeal to
homeowners who already have
wood-burning fireplaces inside
their homes. Because they don’t
require homeowners to tap into
gas lines, wood firepits are gen-
erally easy to set up and install,
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The Basics Of Mulching

ing their nutrient-rich waste
products.

Gardeners can choose organic
or inorganic mulch. Organic
mulches are derived from natur-
al materials that will decompose
over time, lending organic mat-
ter as well as various nutrients
to the soil. Organic mulches
also may contain beneficial
microorganisms that can fight
against plant diseases.
Inorganic mulches may be
made of stones, landscape fab-
rics and plastic. Both types will
need to be amended or
replaced as they degrade.
Those who want the most envi-
ronmentally-friendly mulching
materials can choose all-natural
mulches instead of synthetic
alternatives.

To work effectively, mulch
should be applied in a two- to
three-inch layer of material,
state the experts at Old World
Garden Farms. This is the ideal

inpes Of Fi irepits For Your Backyard Oasis

and many homeowners prefer
the aesthetic appeal of crackling
wood and flames that’'s synony-
mous with wood firepits.

e Gas firepit: Gas firepits are
touted for their convenience, as
they don’t require homeowners
to carry wood and build fires.
Upon being connected to a gas
source, gas firepits provide fire
at the click of a switch. Gas
firepits are also appreciated for
their safety, as there is little or no
risk that flames from gas firepits
will grow too large and become
difficult to control.

e Gas fire tables: Gas fire tables
might be ideal for those home-
owners whose sense of decor
favors more modern looks. Gas
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amount to retain soil moisture
and suppress weed growth
without choking plants. Also,
mulch that is too thick may
make it impossible for water to
penetrate, or it may prevent the
soil from airing out, causing
continuously wet conditions that
lead to root and stem rot.

Mulch should not be placed
directly against plant crowns or
tree bases, as this can promote
the development of disease. It
may also serve as a habitat for
bark- and stem-eating rodents.
It's also suggested that watering
newly installed bark or wood
mulches to prevent fungi from
colonizing in dry mulch and
causing problems like a water-
repellent surface on the mulch.
Home landscapers considering
mulch types may find that com-
post, manure and grass clip-
pings (from nonpesticide-treat-
ed lawns) can be inexpensive
and versatile in garden beds.

fire tables come in a variety of
shapes and sizes and, like gas
firepits, there’s no need to strug-
gle with lighting a fire or carrying
firewood.

» Tabletop firepits: Homeowners,
condominium or apartment
dwellers with limited backyard
space may want to consider the
convenience of tabletop firepits.
Restaurants may use tabletop
firepits in their outdoor seating
areas because they provide
warmth and ambiance without
taking up much space. Tabletop
firepits fueled by gas will not
need to be connected to a gas
source, which may appeal to
consumers who want something
that’s simple as well as small.
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The home advice site The
Spruce notes that newspaper
may also be effective. Many
newspapers have switched over
to organic dyes, especially for
their black and white sections.
Newspapers are an inexpensive
way to suppress weeds and act
like organic mulch in beds. They
can be covered with other
organic muich, like shredded
bark, for more visual appeal.
Mulch can be a versatile asset
when doing gardening projects
around home landscapes. And
the benefits are more than just
aesthetic.

e Fire urns: While they might not
technically qualify as firepits, fire
urns provide a similar effect as
firepits. Fire urns are typically
gas-powered and may be an
ideal choice for homeowners
who are looking for a unique,
awe-inspiring feature for their
outdoor entertaining areas.
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Suggestions When Shopping For Fencing

Fences can improve functionali-
ty of a yard and provide extra
security and privacy. Some
fences are decorative while oth-
ers are functional. Families with
children and/or companion ani-
mals also may find fencing is a
necessity to keep everyone safe
and corralled.

With a vast array of fencing
materials available, homeown-
ers may find it challenging to
decide which material is right for
their properties. The following
breakdown can help homeown-
ers learn more about fencing
and potentially point them in the
right direction regarding which
material to choose for their
properties.

Budget
Budget is one of the first consid-
erations many homeowners

Cultivating beautiful blooms is a
popular pastime for gardeners
near and far. While gazing at a
yard full of vibrant colors or
enjoying the aroma of freshly
cut blooms is enough for many
gardeners, others may want to
embrace a long-enduring tradi-
tion — growing edible flowers.
Cooking with edible flowers is a
trend that has endured for cen-
turies. According to Fleurs
Gourmandes, the first recorded
history of edible flowers
occurred in 140 BC. Use of cal-
endula in salads dates back to
the ancient Greeks and
Romans. Victorian-era candied
flowers and flower-encrusted
sweets took edible flowers to
new heights. Today, nothing
may make a meal seem more
gourmet than the inclusion of
flower petals in the recipe.

Of course, before delving into
the expanded world of cooking
using edible blooms, some

have when installing fencing.
Pricing will affect whether one
can afford a chain link fence
(one of the most budget-friendly
options), wrought iron or ornate
wood (more expensive). Pricing
out several different types of
fences will give homeowners an
idea of which material fits into
their budgets.

Purpose

Homeowners install fencing for
various reasons. If a fence is an
ornamental way to delineate
property lines, a picket fence or
a post-and-rail fence are simple
options that can lend a homey
feel to a property. These types
of fences also can enhance and
frame landscaping elements,
such as gardens.

In many area, laws require
homeowners to install fencing

notes of caution should first be
mentioned. Avoid flowers that
may have been sprayed with
fungicides, herbicides or insecti-
cides. To verify safety, only use
edible flowers grown specifically
for this purpose, not flowers
picked from roadsides or from
landscapes. Secondly, remem-
ber that not all flowers are edi-
ble. Some can be poisonous or
cause severe gastrointestinal
upset when consumed. That
means all flowers should be
carefully researched prior to
experimenting with them in the
kitchen.

To begin growing — and eating
— edible flowers, refer to this
list of varieties deemed safe and
be careful to double-check
against allergies and any inter-
actions with medications prior to
use.

e Allium: These are blossoms
from the allium family, which
include garlic, chives and leeks.

around swimming pools. In such
instances, chain link fencing
that does not obstruct views of
the pool might be the best
choice. If security or privacy is
the main desire, tall fences that
make it difficult for neighbors to
see into the yard may make an
ideal choice.

Restrictions
It is important to understand
local regulations before

installing fencing. Communities
governed by homeowners’
associations may have rules in
place that dictate the type of
fences that can be installed.
Townships and other municipal-
ities may have their own rules
concerning fence type, property
borders, fence height, and other
factors that will have to be
adhered to so that fencing will
meet code. If such rules are not
following fines may be imposed
and the fence may have to be
removed. Homeowners also
may need permits to install
fencing, whether they are hiring
a contractor or doing the work
themselves.

Maintenance

Consumer resource Angie’s List
advises homeowners to consid-
er maintenance before choos-
ing a fencing material. Wooden
fencing requires the most main-
tenance due to painting and
staining. Aluminum or vinyl
fencing requires less mainte-

Savor These Beautiful (And Edible) Flowers

These flowers can be used to
add flavor to foods.

* Basil blossoms: It may be cus-
tomary to pinch off the blos-
soms of basil, which come in
colors from white to lavender in
order to stimulate growth of the
leaves of the plant. However,
the blossoms, which are more
mild than the leaves, can be
tasty as well.

e Calendula: Sometimes known
as “poor man’s saffron,” this yel-
low flower in the marigold family
can taste like saffron when it's
sautéed. Uncooked, calendula
can have spicy notes that add
variety to salads and garnishes.
e Chamomile: This plant fea-
tures small, daisy-type flowers
that can be used in treats and
teas.

e Cilantro: The flowers from the
cilantro plant can be eaten, just
as the leaves and the seeds
that form the spice coriander.

e Fennel: Just like the plant
itself, the flowers of fennel have
a subtle licorice flavor.
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nance, but it can be harder to
repair isolated damage or
replace pickets, if necessary. In
some instances, the entire
fence may have to be replaced.
Homeowners install fencing for
many different reasons.
Considering price, budget, pur-
pose, and maintenance before
making a decision regarding
fencing can help homeowners
make the best decision possi-
ble.

* Hibiscus: Hibiscus blooms are
famously used in hibiscus tea,
which is tart and cranberry-like.
e Lavender: The sweet, per-
fumed taste of lavender works
in cocktails and desserts.

* Marigolds: These tiny flowers
may be used in vegetable gar-
dens to repel animal and insect
pests. Blossoms have a fresh
citrus taste that can be used in
cooking.

* Pansies: These vibrant early
bloomers can take on a winter-
green flavor and look beautiful
when glazed on cakes and
other desserts.

* Roses: Beautiful to behold,
rose petals can lend a subtle,
fruity flavor to many different
foods as well.

® Zucchini: The blossoms from
this squash, which have a
slightly sweet taste, can be
enjoyed in many different ways.
Some people batter and fry the
blossoms, while others may
stuff them with herbs and
cheeses.
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group of people.

It is a school.

It is a city government.
It is churches.

It is industry and jobs.
It is retail businesses.

They all have to work together. All must have
the support of the people or there is no town.

Give your local merchant a chance for your business and
the first opportunity to make the sale. The local retailer pays
the highest percentage of local taxes. They are the ones
contacted first for contributions to charitable projects.

They provide jobs.

Without their store, you have no town.

GIVE THE LOCAL MERCHANT
A FAIR SHAKE.
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