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Shotguns, Optics, Calls,
T8S Shotshells,
& FoxTrot ammo.

Michoacana 2

256:398:8922

Tortas 'g' Tacos
Tamales “®= Tostilocos
& More!

BIG STAR Shopping Center » 10-9

stephenson giving hack
after giit of heart

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When Rick Butler returned home
after heart transplant surgery in
November 2012, his friend and fel-
low church member  Trent
Stephenson was among a large
group that met Butler to welcome
him back to Russellville.

Just over ten years later, Butler has
been a source of strength and infor-
mation to Stephenson after his
September 5, 2022, heart transplant.

Life is full of ironies. Who could
have imagined these two men would

both undergo heart transplants?
Even more amazing is how the
whole process went full circle in 10
years, with each man taking his turn
at being a source of support for the
other.

Irony? Coincidence? Nah. Just ask
either Butler or Stephenson and
they’ll not hesitate to explain: God
works in amazing ways and we are
blessed with His love every day,
whether that day includes a heart
transplant or not.

Seven months out from the day he
received a new heart, Stephenson,
even with the difficulty he’s faced

See ‘STEPHENSON,’ Page 7

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Franklin County Community
Development Commission met
March 31, 2023, and approved a
number of grants to local schools
and non-profit agencies.

The commission, which includes
Brad Bolton, Jeremy Campbell and
Russellville Mayor David Grissom,
meets quarterly to review grant appli-
cations. This was the second meet-
ing for the new commission, which is
comprised of two appointees from
Franklin County's legislative delega-
tion and a rotating seat between the
mayors of Russellville and Red Bay.
Sen. Larry Stutts reappointed Bolton
and Rep. Jamie Kiel reappointed

SINGING RIVER

Crm very much impressed by how

professional, courteous and caring the
staff is. | have complete confidence in
Singing River! Dr. Orr was SO helpful
and the Dental Assistants are
exceptional!

This Dental Firm has DEFINITELY
exceeded expectations. 22

-Marc Patterson, Google Review

Campbell to another four-year term.

With the most recent grants, more
than $2.482 million has been
returned to Franklin County since the
inception of the funding. The funds
come from in lieu of tax payments
from the Tennessee Valley Authority.

Grant awards for the March 31st
meeting included:

--$6,000 grant to the Future
Economic Development Fund.

--$3,000 to East Franklin Junior
High for purchase of playground
equipment.

--$1,500 to Franklin County Career
Tech Center for purchase of furniture
in Health Sciences classroom.

--$1,500 to Phil Campbell baseball
for purchase of padded backstop
and helmet rack.

See ‘FCCDC,’ Page 9

Call 256.332.6888 to schedule
your appointment today!

531 St. Clair St., Russellville

LHablamos Espanoh©X f

SingingRiverDentistry.com
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Breakfast
Daily

M-F 7-6 » Sat 8-2 * Sun 11-2
* No Sunday Breakfast

farmhousetablecafe.com

Taking care of
your family’s

dental needs
Brett M. Bowen, DDS

Bowen
Family

Dentist
243 Underwood Roa:X!ussellwlle 256 332 4000

Russellvdle

H Mike McLeary, DDS

Mon., Tues, Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2
256.332.6073
510 Engle Dr, * Russellville

1996 George
Wallace Hwy
Littleville

256.398.8559

Facebook.com/Littlevilleantiques
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N We offer ground burial, mausoleum
) ~_and cremation spaces. All may be
' purchased at need or pre-need to include

- the burial vault and bronze memorial.

In- Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
Vs g 1 cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

Carolyn Atkins Porter
2710 Waterloo Road * 256.332.2115

In Memory of our loved ones...
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Nadine McLemore Motes, 74, of Phil
Campbell, passed away Thursday, April
20, 2023. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted
' lmﬂandgm the family.
I Insurance
90-332-130" oot Emma Lee Spears, 79, of Russellville,
Wood-Thompson Insurance passed away April 17, 2023. Pinkard

130 North Jackson Ave * Russellville Funeral Home assisted the family_
Monday-Friday 8-5
Experienced! A\ “We are honored Norma Ruth Hamilton, 70, of RUSSG”Vi”G,
We take care of your |, e, to have served passed away April 18, 2023. Pinkard
loved one: We offer Franklin County Funeral Home assisted the family.
s ; for 27 years!
traditional services Ao Bk
or cremation forward to many Frank Harold Graham, 75, of Russellville,
arrangements. more years passed away April 20, 2023. Pinkard
“Your loved one is of caring” Funeral Home assisted the family.
never alone” ~ Rex Pinkard
P Call us 24 hours a day!
) s
J) n "‘ 256"332'7772

Y IWNNCN )R 27305 Alabama Hwy 24 « Russellville

FUNERAL HOMES

Village at Oliver Place

Apartments & Townhomes
Water included startmg at:

256.383.447 3 Ext 2021
340 Cox Blvd  Sheffield, AL

205.993.5005. « Pike Avenue * Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546
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GIFT CARDS
Avatlable

Tombigbee Communications is
building in Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up? =

www.freedomfiber.com

205-921-6712 256.332.4220

Creative Image Salon
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Franklin
Free Press Three arrested for identity theft,
113 Washington Ave. NW ‘"“er ira“d
Russellville, AL 35653 Submitted
256-332-0255
i ) ] o Wes Allen, Alabama’s Secretary of State, announced today that his office
The Franklin Free Press Is published weekly by Pilati For updates on assisted the U.S. Department of State, the Alabama Law Enforcement
Our publication is mailed to our readers at no charge. news and sports Agenpy, the_Franklln County Dlstrlct Attqrney s Office, the .Frankllln Coqnty
throushouitiit Sheriff's Office and the Russellville Police Department with an investiga-
i g, " tion that led to the arrest of three individuals for identity theft.
Publisher Kk t Lo . "
o week, visit us on The three individuals are also not American citizens.
John Pilati - ) .
- . the web at The arrest of Teresa Martin Pascual, Maria Juan Pascual and Luis
Executive Editor . . . L
Michael Rice www.franklin- Baldermar Felipe Miguel occurred on March 15, 2023. The three individu-
E-mail: franklinf @vah freepress.net! als are not qualified to vote, are not American citizens and had no right to
-mail: frankiinireepressiZyanco.com PSS participate in Alabama’s elections.
Sales Representatives According to the indictment, they each used identification that was not
Michael Rice, John Pilati Send your guest their own to register to vote and vote in the names of identity theft victims.
Content Contributors columns, letters ‘I am incredibly appreciative of the efforts of the law enforcement agen-
Gail Motes, C_)hnsha_n Medina to the editor and cies who worked tqgetherto indict and apprehend these three individuals,
Graphic Design th i Secretary Allen said.
Jason Hill ERRcreative “My office will always assist law enforcement in every way possible to
submissions to seek convictions of individuals who attempt to illegally vote in our elec-
Correction Policy franklinfreep- tions. We will not tolerate a single illegal voter attempting to participate in
The Franklin Free Press strives for excellence and accuracy, and we our elections.” Allen added
will be pleased to correct any error in our newspaper. To request a ress@yahOO.COm ’ . : . . .
correction or clarification, call or e-mail our office. _ Alabama law requires that registered voters must be legal American cit-
Letters to the editor : Izens. . .
The Frankiin Free Press is published by . Teresa Pascual was charged with 12 counts of Identity Theft and one
e s s e e s v o ot ot court of Use of False Identity to Obstruct Justice. Maria Pascual was
editor. Send any letters to our office via U.S. Postal Service or e-mail, and we Charged with elght counts of Identlty Theft, one County of First Degree
e s Perjury and two counts of Altered Vital Statistics.
the right to edit letters for style, length and content. Mlguel was Charged with one County of First Degree Perjury.
Copyright Information Wes Allen serves as Alabama’s 54th Secretary of State and was sworn
Published by Pilati Investments, Inc. Copyright 2022 into office on January 16’ 2023.
All materials and content are copyrighted by the Publisher
This publication may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, by any method,
without the express written permission of the Publisher.




John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine

“Over 22 Years Caring

for Franklin County.”

\ Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00
EXEETnEe), Friday: 8:30-12:00
Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing
and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
| 256.331.1900

Next

“Healthy Living
IS
Happy Living!”

Russellville Hospital

Introducing:
Dr. Christopher
Rankin

* Primary Care Physician
* Medical Check-Ups & Consultations
* Health Screenings

256.331.2700
156225 Hwy 43 - Suite |

.l RUSSELLVILLE
l' HOSPITAL

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When it comes to caring for stray and/or abandoned animals, a team
effort is required for a community to solve that problem.

And Jason and Colleen Keen, owners of PawLife Pet Care in
Russellville, are doing their part to help the team. And one Russellville
residents is reaching out for donations to help the Keens continue to do
SO.

PawLife Pet Care, located on Ronnie McDowell Avenue in Russellville,
is a dog daycare, boarding and grooming business. According to Lisa
Franklin, whose husky Keanu boards at PawLife, the Keens have made
PawLife a safe haven for dogs in need by providing temporary shelter
and care for numerous dogs abandoned in Franklin County.

“They never ask for help or money. They just pour their own love, time
and money into the lives of these pets,” Franklin said. “If we ever have
bad weather of any kind, Jason and Colleen will go to check on the ani-
mals at PawLife in the middle of the night, just to make sure they are
safe and warm.”

While most of the dogs at PawLife are paying customers, Franklin said
the Keens regularly accept dogs for which they'll receive no payment.
And recently, after the March 3, 2023, storms, the PawLife building
incurred substantial flooding in the back room.

“They stayed and moved the dogs to safety. Then Jason and Colleen
worked throughout the night cleaning up water and piling up sand bags
so they could try and temporarily stop the flooding,” Franklin said.

Franklin created a Go Fund Me account to help the Keens pay for
repairs to stop the flooding. Her goal is to raise $10,000. So far, $860
has been raised from 21 donations.

To learn more about the fund-raising campaign, or to make a donation,
visit www.gofundme.com and search “PawLife.”

“They are going to have to have work done in the back of the building
and it's not going to be cheap,” Franklin said. “Jason and Colleen
deserve our help on this and so much more.”

Jason Keen said the flooding issues remain a problem and the estimat-
ed cost is more than originally expected. Additionally, the Keens contin-
ue to work with Save Our Strays and the Florence Animal Shelter to tem-
porarily house dogs before they are transported north to adoptive
homes.

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels,
letters to the editor and other creative submissions
to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, don’t forget to visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net!

PEST CONTROL

PREDATOR
g:# -. v/~ PEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055



48 of 50 Franklin businesses receive satisfactory health ratings

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

48 of the 50 Franklin County establishments that received health ratings
during the period of February 1, 2023, through March 30, 2023, had
scores that fell into the “satisfactory compliance” range.

Health ratings are required to be prominently posted in all food/lodging
establishments. Scores are graded by the Alabama Department of Public
Health inspectors on a 100-point scale.

Establishments with scores of 85 to 100 are considered to be in “satisfac-
tory compliance” and are routinely inspected. Establishments scoring
between 70 and 84 will be inspected again in 60 days, and those scoring
between 60 and 69 will have another follow-up within 48 hours. Any estab-
lishment scoring below 60 will be immediately closed.

Areas of inspection by ADPH include management and personnel; food
storage, preparation and service; equipment; utensils; linen cleanliness;
plumbing and waste; poisonous or toxic material storage and an inspection
of the physical facility or property.

48 of 50 Franklin County establishments listed in the most recent food and
lodging establishment ratings scored 85 or above, within the satisfactory
compliance range.

The high score was 100, shared by Blue Boys, 4141 Hwy. 24, Red Bay,
Dollar General, 18625 Hwy. 24, Russellville, Russellville High School, 1865
Waterloo Road, Russellville, and West Elementary School, 1340 Clay
Avenue, Russellville.

Other inspection scores of Franklin County businesses, in alphabetical
order, included:

--306 BBQ, 13670 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 92.

--43 Grill, 15110 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 96.

--B&J Cafe, 1327 Shellnut Loop, Phil Campbell, 98.

--Bel Haven Heights, 107 4th Ave. SE, Red Bay, 99.

--Belgreen High School, 14220 Hwy. 187, Russellville, 96.

--Best Western, 13770 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 95.

--Big Star Deli, 406 4th St. SW, Red Bay, 88.

--Big Star Russellville Deli, 314 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 98.

--Big Star Supermarket, 406 4th St. SW, Red Bay, 98.

--Bobcat Express, Inc., 3075 Hwy. 237, Phil Campbell, 93.

--Bojangle's, 13810 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 85.

--CJ's Grocery, 14545 Hwy. 187, Russellville, 99.

--Captain D's, 15434 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 82.

--Cedar Creek Chevron, 11477 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 83.

--Daily Bread BBQ, 305 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 94.

--Farmhouse Table Cafe and Bakery, 116 Jackson Ave. North, Russellville,
97.

--Hotel Red Bay, 107 4th Ave. SE, Red Bay, 95.

--Huddle House, 15477 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 88.

--Jay Raja, Inc., 109 Madison St. NE, Russellville, 94.

--La Nina Mexican Food, 113 Washington Ave. NW, Russellville, 85.

--Las Palmas Taqueria, 14204 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 97.

--Los Dos Hermanos, 409 Madison St. NE, Russellville, 89.

--Mama Cortez dba Rancho Viejo, 11797 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 90.

--Panda Buffet, 14633 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 92.

--Pizza Hut, 13450 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 95.

--Pollo Lo-Quillo, 115 Franklin St., Russellville, 93.

--Quinn's Grocery, 9980 Hwy. 48, Russellville, 97.

--Red Bay Tiger Mart Inc., 2111 4th Ave. SW, Red Bay, 94.

--Russellville Elementary School, 133 Chucky Mullins Drive, Russellville,
99.

--Russellville Middle School, 765 Summit, Russellville, 99.

--Russellville Nutrition, 14130 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 95.

--Russellville Senior Center, 238 Montgomery St., Russellville, 96.

--Sonic Drive In, 15376 Hwy. 43 N., Russellville, 94.

--Southside Quick Mart, LLC, 12301 Hwy. 43S., Russellville, 95.

--Subway, 504 4th St. SW, Red Bay, 96.

--Swamp John's, 5181 Hwy. 24, Red Bay, 87.

--Taco Bell, 13831 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 98.

--Tharptown Elementary/High School, 145 Hwy. 80, Russellville, 95.

--Tokyo Sushi and Steakhouse, 14001 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 96.

--Tropical Nutrition, 15480 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 99.

--Wal-Mart Bakery, 13675 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 99.

--Wal-Mart Deli, 13675 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 98.

--Weatherford Centre, 303 4th Ave. SE, Red Bay, 98.

Yogi's, 27534 Hwy. 24 East, Russellville, 98.

Health ratings are available at www.foodscores.state.al.us and may be
viewed by city or county.

Brent Hurd, DO
OBGYN

Brandie Garner, CRNP
Women's Health
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Hwy 43 « Across from King Drive In

2019 Ford Fusion S
29,900 miles
$19,000

wi‘l;ét ufhelp you'v find financing
for YOUR dream car!”

No Driver’s License - No Problem! , "

e Building Supplies for
Residential/Commercial
Projects
o Metal Fabrication
e Custom Hardscaping
¢ Qutdoor Kitchens

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5 » Sat. 8:00-12

256.332.8181
HWY 43, _thtIeVIIIe

Dr. Kelly's %¥

Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

256.332.0255
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EVENTS OF INTEREST « FAMILY REUNIONS « PLAYS * CHURCH GATHERINGS « EDUCATIONAL - CLUB MEETINGS

HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUP-

PLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN ALA-
BAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT
REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO
CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530
PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF SENIOR

The Foster Grandparent Program is seeking volunteers ages 55 and older

to help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and schools.
Volunteers will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement. We have openings
for several schools for the coming school year. Please call 256-332-6800 for an appli-
cation.

veryone is invited to a free concert by the gospel quartet Resound at 6
p-m. on April 30, 2023, at Red Bay First Baptist Church. A Love Offering
will be received.
sborn Hill Cemetery -Decoration Day will be on May 6, 2023. The first
Saturday of May has been observed as Decoration Day for well over 100
years. All old flowers will need to be removed off the graves. Please make plans for
that special day to come to the cemetery. Also its time again for annual donations. If
you would like to donate to the Osborn Hill Cemetery Fund, please send your donations
to: Osborn Hill Cemetery Fund, c/o Mrs. Lana Duncan 2330 Colburn Mtn. Road,
Tuscumbia, AL 35674.
ountain Valley Hee Haw will celebrate JoAnn Welch Miller’s Birthday with
a special evening of entertainment and fun with Elvis Impersonator Kevin
Adams. Show time is 6-10 p.m., Saturday, May 6. Everyone is welcome. Admission is
free. No alcohol or drugs allowed. From Russellville, follow 243 to Hwy. 79, turn right,
go .25 mile and it’s the third building on the left.

Have an event we can help publicize?
Call us at 256-332-0255.
For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net. Send your letters to the editor and other cre-
ative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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‘OIEPHENSON

since his surgery, is now an Ambassador for Legacy of Hope, Alabama’s
Organ & Tissue Donation Alliance.

April is National Donate Life Month, so Stephenson organized a special
event April 12th at the Florence-Lauderdale Municipal Building that saw
mayors from five cities
sign proclamations rec-
ognizing April as National
Donate Life Month as
part of a commitment to
encourage all residents

Pest S_olutiops

\ o to register their decision
) S as an organ, eye or tis-
/ Yy, /// sue donor at www.lega-

cyofhope.org or at local
Department of Motor
Vehicles offices.

Legacy of Hope is
working to end the wait
and the suffering “by
shepherding the gift of
life to those in need of
organ and tissue trans-
plants.”

One organ donor can
save up to eight

Control
256-332-4008 lives. And the deCiSiQn of

tity remains unknown to be an organ donor gave the gift of life to
Stephenson last September.

As an Ambassador, Stephenson’s volunteer role thrusts him into the role
of spokesman, advocate and storyteller when it comes to deciding on organ
donation.

“Ambassadors go out in the community and share their stories and
encourage folks to register for organ donation,” said Legacy of Hope’s Abby
Litovsky. “We rely on our ambassadors to develop a connection in their
community. That can include speaking at health fairs or just sharing their
story of the donation of life.”

NOW HIRING

Starting wages of
$17 per hour up to
$22.30 per hour with
incentive!!

Pest & osquito

Benefits include: Medical, Dental, Vision,
Vacation, Holidays, 401K and Night Shift
Incentive and Opportunities for Advancement!

Join the Pilgrim’s team by
applying in person at our plant on
2045 Hwy. 244 in Russellville,
or online at www.pilgrimsusa.com.
Call 256-768-3707 for more information!

Pilgrim’s is an Equal
Opportunity Employer,
M/F/VID.

"from Page 1

Organ donations save lives, regardless of whether it's a heart, lung, liver,
kidney, pancreas or an —
eye or tissue donation.

A picnic held at the
University of Alabama
Birmingham last week-
end celebrated all
recipients and families
of donors for trans-
plants done at UAB
Hospital. More than , ' ‘
2,000 attended the © N
event. ‘

Mayors who signed
the National Donate to
Life Month
Proclamation included:
David Grissom,
Russellville; Andy
Betterton, Florence;
Mike Lockhart, Muscle
Shoals; Steve Stanley,
Sheffield and Roger
Weatherwax, Moulton.

Others in attendance
for the proclamation
signing included Bro.
Greg Beasley, Pastor
for Valley Grove
Baptist Church in
Tuscumbia, Litovsky, members of Stephenson’s family and Rick Butler and
his wife Laura.

Butler stressed to Stephenson how important a positive mind frame is for
transplant recipients.

“Do the most every day for your quality of life,” Butler said. “Enjoy life but
be careful though, especially not to get sick.”

Nationally, more than 100,000 Americans and 1,200 Alabamians are on
the national transplant waiting list. And not all those who agree to be an
organ donor meet the criteria of dying in a hospital. Outside of that hospital
setting, if a donor dies, his or her organs may not be used.

Stephenson is excited about becoming a Legacy of Hope Ambassador. He
believes it to be part of God’s new journey for him.

“After my personal experience with receiving a new heart | feel God has
me on a new journey that will be exciting and rewarding,” Stephenson said

X"
COURTESY PHOTO
Trent Stephenson, left, with fellow heart recipient Rick
Butler.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

AYPJAYD R K
Vr:/:alf;/rgrtno Ridgecrest Apartments located
you!g’lease at 1018 Washington Avenue SW,
uest Russellville, AL 35653 is
columns, - P
cartoon pan- accepting applications for 1.BR
els, letters to & 2 BR apartments. Rentis
réi?p(;i'?r:a based on income.
other cre- Applications accepted Mon-Fri
ative sub-
missions to 8am-4pm
franklinfreep-
ress@yahoo. Call 256.332.3534
com. ity s b ‘if;.?.‘.:
: &




Russellville resident selected for 2023 All-Alabama
Academic Team

Submitted

Northwest-Shoals Community
College (NW-SCC) students
Hannah Foster and Alana
Jenkins were named as two of
46 students in the state to the
2023 All-Alabama Academic
Team. They were honored April
14th during a recognition pro-
gram in Birmingham.

Foster and Jenkins will each
receive a $1,000 scholarship for
being selected to the All-
Alabama Academic Team.

Jenkins, a Russellville resi-
dent, she plans to attend the
University of North Alabama
and earn a Bachelor's Degree
in Elementary Education. Her
goal is to teach children grades
K-6th.

The faculty and staff of NW-
SCC nominate students for the
All-Alabama Academic Team.
The criteria for selecting students is to choose students who “excel
academically; demonstrate intellectual rigor in their course of study;
show academic growth and potential; and use their two-year college
education to better themselves, their schools and their communities.”

Each community college in Alabama has two representatives.

The Alabama College System’s All-Alabama Academic Team
Recognition Program was established in 1995 as an enhancement to
the All-USA National Academic Team Recognition Program, which is

Jenkins

sponsored by the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, the American

Association of Community Colleges and USA Today.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us online
at www.franklinfreepress.net.

Miranda Decker, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE
Comprehensive Adult

Health Care

Rus_se_llville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-1120
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Wedding Ceremonies * Receptions
Dinners * Birthday/Barties
Reunions & More!

2800 Highway 63 » Phil Campbell, AL °




Shoals Primary Care
welcomes

Dr. Zaman b@r .
A48

Shah

to the practice
in Sheffield

Board certified in Internal Medicine,
Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
a close family member of Dr. Syed.

He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins are Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

342 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

WillodeanDavissells.com » 256,762,567

361231-1

WGOL-FM 100.] 226%2 2
- o and 12 p.m.

‘FCCDC, from Page 1

--$1,000 to Vina High School baseball for purchase of equipment/field
supplies.

--$250 to Vina boys track for new uniforms/equipment.

--$250 to Red Bay High School track for expenses and purchase of
supplies.

--$800 to Tharptown High School for purchase of personal radio com-
municators.

--$1,000 to Tharptown girls softball for field materials.

--$500 to Tharptown Special Education for Special Olympics program
expenses.

--$250 to Vina sixth grade for Dauphin Island Sea Lab trip.

--$2,500 to Russellville Fire Department for purchase of John Deere
Gator.

--$250 to Belgreen High School Art program for supplies.

--$2,000 to Phil Campbell football for purchase of ice machine.

--$4,900 to Red Bay football for purchase and repair of helmets/shoul-
der pads.

--$1,500 to East Franklin Volunteer Fire Department for purchase of
chain saws.

--$250 to Red Bay sixth grade for Chattanooga field trip.

--$500 to Franklin County Chamber of Commerce Junior Leadership
Program State Capitol trip.

--$250 to Phil Campbell Elementary for Problem Solving Team pur-
chase of materials.

--$2,500 to Russellville Middle School football for shoulder pad/helmet
purchase and repairs.

--$250 to Phil Campbell JAG for National Conference.

--$800 to Belgreen First Grade Classroom Library supplies.

--$500 to Belgreen High School for table purchase for Deb Millwood
Classroom and supplies.

--$500 to Vina softball for facilities repair/equipment purchase.

--$800 to Phil Campbell Elementary for First Grade Classroom Library
supplies.

--$500 to Serenity Saviors for purchase of tractor & bush hog.

--$800 to Phil Campbell Elementary for purchase of supplies for first
grade classroom library.

The Economic Development Fund now has a balance of $98,225 after
the March 31st grant.

The next meeting of the FCCDC will be May 12, 2023, at 8:30 a.m., at
the Franklin County Courthouse Annex. Grant requests for the May 12,
2023, meeting must be received by a commission member before 12
p.m., May 5, 2023

atlefellenge!s

elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711
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BOOK YOU

NEXT HUNT!

/UL [INJEUUSN=
3 Day 2 Night-$1700 -
Five Points, AL 334-606-5222 \»‘L@J) 8
Guided Hunts - Home Cooked Meals - 5Star Lodge

[T
Hospital
WE MAKE IT EASY

FOR YOU TO STAY HOME!

CHOOSE RED BAY HOSPITAL'S OUTPATIENT SERVICES

For updates on news and sports
throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at
www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, letters to the edi-
tor and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Check us out online at www.franklinfreep-
ress.net!

ECHOCARDIOGRAMS ® CAROTID DOPPLER STUDIES

ULTRASOUND ® X-RAY @ CT @ MRI

LAB ® IV INFUSIONS

P =

(256) 356-9532 |
HELENKELLER.COM/RED-BAY-HOSPITAL

PHYSICAL THERAPY
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Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

The Belgreen Bulldogs wrapped up their
season with a first round playoff loss to
Appalachian High School as they made their
3rd consecutive playoff appearance.

In game 1 of the doubleheader, the Bulldogs
lost 16-0.

Caige Smith pitched three innings for the
Bulldogs. Smith allowed 11 hits and struck out
three batters. Offensively, Colton Ashton went
1-2 at the plate.

In game 2, the Bulldogs fell 13-0 after falling
behind early.

Will King got the nod to start on the mound
for game two and gave the Bulldogs a fighting
chance. He spun 3.1 innings allowing only
three hits and struck out seven batters.

Alex Guidry pitched 2.2 innings and allowed
four hits and struck out three. At the plate, Ty
Hamilton went 1-2 in game two.

Despite losing in the first round, the Bulldogs
are only losing two seniors this year with mul-
tiple young contributors coming back next sea-
son.

“We had a lot of young guys start, so it was
great to see us make it this far,” Bulldog head
coach Nathan Vincent said.

The Bulldogs are losing their ace pitcher
Smith, who batted in the three hole and tossed
a 4.30 ERA and batted .394 for the season.

“Smith have been with me for four years and
knows what | expected. He was a vocal leader
to the younger kids who had to step up,”
Vincent said.

Belgreen finishes the year with a record of
11-12.

Vargas Roofing &
Remodeling

Home

Shingle & Metal Roofs,
Vinyl Siding, Drywall
and Much More.

Freddy Vargas
256.668.7715

Licensed ¢ Insured * Jeremiah 29:11

Golden Tigers sweep Southside-Gadsden to

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville
Golden Tigers base-
ball team had all
cylinders firing on
their first stop in the
5A playoffs with
their 12-4 win over
the Southside
Panthers in game 1
on Thursday

Russellville fol-
lowed up their stel-
lar game 1 perform-
ance by sweeping
the Panthers in
game 2 by a score
of 13-1.

“l thought we

advance in 9A playotis

COURTESY PHOTO

The Golden Tigers after their first playoff win last Thursday.

played well,” Russellville head coach Jess Smith said. “We were coming off a week where
we had a few hick-ups and | thought we turned things around and played well in all phases

of the game.”

In game 1 of the doubleheader, the Golden Tiger offense charge was led by Neyland Baker
batting 2-3 and scoring twice twice with two RBIs while senior Banks Langston went 2-5 and

scored twice also.

Logan White got the start on the mound for the Golden Tigers in game 1, tossing seven
innings allowing only seven hits, four runs and striking out three batters.

In game 2, Baker continued his hot streak at the plate, as he would go 2-2 while scoring three
times. Langston added to his impressive all-around day as he went 2-4, scoring once.

Langston pitched two innings and earned the win for the Golden Tigers as they advanced to
round two of the 5A playoffs where they will play host to Leeds this Friday.

Russellville takes home hoys, girls
tennis sectional titles

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

It's been a banner week for Russellville ath-
letics. As the baseball team swept their way
into the second round of the playoffs, the boys
and girls tennis teams were dominating their
own matches.

Hosting the AHSAA Section 8 tennis section-
als, Russellville managed to bring home the
4A-5A by taking down the likes of Brooks,
Wilson and Deshler who finished runner-up in
both brackets.

As for the girls side of the tournament, the
Lady Golden Tigers dominated, as they kept
the championship in Russellville winning the
section championship with a combined score
of 61 compared to second place finisher,

Deshler who had a score of 57.

Individually, three players came out on top in
three of the top four spots at the end of the
day in the singles bracket. Peyton Parrish
defeated Brooks’ Maggie Junkins in straight
sets, 6-1 and 6-3 in the number one spot with
Sofia Tiffin defeating another Lion, Darby
Clark, sweeping her in two sets 6-0 and 6-3 in
the number two slot.

Kinsley Palmer defeated Madeline Walton in
the the number four singles match by a final
of 6-1 and 6-3.

In doubles, Parrish and Tiffin managed to
knock off Wilson High School in three sets, 6-
2, 4-6 and 10-3.

On the boys side, the overall section cham-
pion was handed to the Golden Tigers after a
solid day on the court. In the singles portion of

See, ‘TENNIS,’ page 12
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the competition, three players stood out for Russellville on the day.
w‘g/ Josue Tomas defeated Books’ Edward Jones in two sets, 6-3 and
6-1 while

WP FAMILY DENTISTRY | 5.

swept fellow

Mike McLeary, DDS | Ao "™ oS58

Crittenden NS
two sets, 6-1

and 6-2. In  §

the number g

six singles

match,

Braylnn
Vincent
defeated
Wilson’s
Egﬂgg’ 6.1 COURTESY PHOTO
and 6-4.

Competing
in doubles, Malachi Duncan and Ayden Boyd defeated Wilson for the
third spot in the doubles.

After winning sectionals, qualifying players will now head to the state
championships held in Mobile starting this Thursday

GIFT CARDS
Ava:lable

Licensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495
& Reiki Practitioner Il

256.332.4220

Creative Image Salon
7129 Hwy 43 - Spruce Pine

Russellville Dental Care is now P"Blle NOTICE
RUSSELLVILLE HOUSING
AUTHORITY SECTION 8
(HCV PROGRAM) IS NOW

ACCEPTING NAMES FOR

Russellville Family Dentistry.
We welcome Dr. McLeary
to Russellville. We are
honoring all “Smile With Us” A WAITING LIST.
COME IN THE OFFICE MONDAY, APRIL

plans purchased through 10TH THRU MONDAY, MAY 11TH FROM 7
Russellville Dental Care. A.M.UNTIL 4 P.MTO DO A

256.332.6073

NOT BE ACCEPTED.
N
510 Engle Dr. SE 256-332-1561 ‘ Russellville
Mon., Tue., Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2

73 Flippen‘ St Housing Authority
o~ Russellville Incorporated & &




Its Vﬂlll‘ Ghﬂlce

" Atthe scene of an accidentor )
breakdown, tell law enforcement
you want M & N Towing!
We offer local pick up for service
& maintenance!

\ J
TOWING & SERVICE CENTER

11833 Hwy 43 South ¢ Russellville, AL 35653

256.332.7279
B FRANKLIN DISCOUNT
gnn camphell! 205-993- 4554

DRUGS
Local Delivery

Mostinsu

Mon.-Fri. 9-6
3145 Hwy 237
Phil Campbell

Owner/Pharmacist
Wes Mayfield

Next to Phil Campbell
High School

Gouncil approves multiple
personnel moves
John Pilati

Franklin Free Press

The Russellville City Council approved three personnel moves while a
fourth died for lack of a second at a special meeting held April 10th.

By a 3-0 margin (with councilmen Darren Woodruff and Dexter Hamilton
abstaining), Joe Hargett was approved as Captain in the Russellville Police
Department. Hargett was the number one recommendation for the promo-
tion on the Russellville Civil Service Board list.

The council unanimously approved, by a 5-0 vote, promoting Carlos
Lucas to Sergeant with the RPD and the hiring of Hunter Swinney as a
Patrol Officer.

A motion made
by Councilman
Gary Cummings
to promote
Antonio Melecio
to Lieutenant in
the RPD died for
lack of a second.
The council is
expected to revisit
the lieutenant pro-
motion at a future
meeting.

Prior to voting

Site Maintenance Needed

Fulltime Position/
Paid Benefits
No experience necessary.
Willing to train.

roves Poiocarat | Apply at J&A Management
e me™] 1018 Washington Avenue

executive session
to discuss some
questions he had.
But Mayor David
Grissom
explained that
since it was a
special called
meeting, the
council was not
legally permitted to enter into executive session.

The council also approved the promotion of John Williams to Operator Il
in the Russellville Street Department.

In other agenda items, the council:

--approved a resolution declaring April to be Fair Housing Month.

The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Council will be April 17,
2023, with work session at 6 p.m., and meeting to follow.

SW, Russellville, AL 35653 or
call 256.332.3534

11-2, Mon.-Fri., Sun
gies
$10.49 w/drink

Meat & 2 Veggies

$9.49 w/drink

4 Veg. Plate
$8.49 w/ drink

808 Ronnie McDowell Ave * Russellville



Pilgrim’s to sponsor Russellville Public
Library summer reading program

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

More than 100 children participated in last year's summer reading
program at the Russellville Public Library. They will have the same
opportunity this summer thanks to a $4,200 donation from Pilgrim's
that will fund 100 per-
cent of this year's pro-
gram.

Officials from Pilgrim's
presented the funds to
Russellville Public
Library Librarian Joshlyn
Bowen, her staff and
members of the
Russellville Library
Board Friday morning.

“With Pilgrim's support-
ing us 100 percent this

) Brandon Seay, Owner
takes the programming

limitations off of us and 13365 Hwy. 243
allows us to create a Russellville Airport
summer reading pro-

gram that captivates the (256) 436'0465

community in an impact-

ful way,” Bowen said. “They are a wonderful and integral part of our
community. When | initially reached out to them last year for fund-
ing, Pilgrim's insisted on fully funding the program as a way to give

Pick up your FREE copy of the

Franklin Free Press at GI's!!!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 4a - 7p

GROCERY

FISHING
SUPPLIES
DELI
256-332-1324

@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates

&< Ethanol-Free Gas

&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses

&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24

back to the community and show their support in Iiteracy—based pro-
gramming.”
This is the |
second con- [
secutive year|
Pilgrim's has g
funded the
summer
reading pro-
gram. The
2022 pro-
gram saw | \¢
more than
105 children '
participate, |
with an aver-
age of 60-70
kids visiting
the library
every Friday

COURTESY PHOTO
at 2 p.m., for officials from Pilgrim's Russellville presented a $4,200 check to
that week's RPL staff and board members March 31st.

summer
reading program.

This year's summer reading program will kick off Friday, June 9,
2023, at 2 p.m., and will continue weekly at the same time until the
finale on July 28, 2023. More details on this year's program will be
announced by Bowen soon.

Parents may follow the RPL's Facebook page for more informa-
tion. Last year's theme was “Oceans Alive.”

Russellville City
Councilman Darren
Woodruff attended the
Friday morning check
presentation and
expressed his appreciation
both to Pilgrim's and for
the job Bowen is doing at
librarian.

“We appreciate every-
thing Pilgrim's does for our
community every day. They
are truly invested in giving
back to their home commu-
nity,” Woodruff said. “Also, |

Control
256-332-4008 want to say how apprecia-
tive we are of the job being

done by Joshlyn and her employees. They continue to increase the
library's footprint in our city and they are very much appreciated.”

Pest So|utins

Pest & Mosquito

We love to hear from you! Please send your
guest columns, cartoon panels, letters to the edi-
tor, recipes and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.



NW-SCC to offer hybrid online, in-person Nursing
program starting in fall

Submitted

Northwest-Shoals Community College (NW-SCC) will offer a
hybrid Associate Degree Nursing (ADN) program track beginning in
the fall.

According to Britthney Humphres, NW-SCC Executive Director of
the Phil Campbell Campus and Nursing Education, the program will
mesh online and in-person instruction.

“We hear from so many passionate prospective students that have
a desire to pursue nursing, but their life circumstances do not allow

“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle”

256-332-5440
15255 Hwy 43
Russellville

EyeCareProfessionals

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION

FOR THE JASON MCKEE ESTATE
Saturday, April 29, 9:00am

AUCTION HELD ON SITE: 8222 Woodmont Drive,
Tuscumbia, AL 35674

This sale consists of trucks, trailers, cars, big selection of A

them to pursue the traditional daytime option,” said Humphres. “The
flexibility of the hybrid option will be the perfect fit for them.”

The program allows students to take most of the nursing theory
online. However, all of the lab instruction and clinical commitments
will still be held in-person on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and select-
ed Saturdays. The hybrid track will continue to be taught from the
Phil Campbell campus.

Approximately 24 students will be accepted into the hybrid track.
Applications for the ADN program’s traditional and hybrid track are
due May 15, 2023.

The ADN program offers students the opportunity to pursue a
career as a registered nurse (RN) and practical nurse (PN). All ADN
students receive a PN certificate after successful completion of the
third semester.

The NW-SCC nursing program is accredited by the Accreditation
Commission for Education in Nursing.

To apply for the ADN program at NW-SCC or view all of the pro-
gram entry requirements, please visit https://nwscc.edu/explore-pro-
grams/health-studies/nursing/registered-nursing/.

For more information, contact Mandy Winstead by email at mwin-
stead@nwscc.edu or call 256-331-6279.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

mechanic and shop tools, household items, fishing boats, Harley Dawdson Gear, farm
implements, good selection of scrap iron, fleet of Tonka Toy Trucks, plus so much more!

Auctioneers Note: This sale is very large with too much for us to mention here. For an inventory
list and pictures, go to www.couchauctionandrealty.com or www.auctionzip.com #10125.
DIRECTIONS: Hwy 72W, Tuscumbia, turn south on Woodmont Drive, go 2.1 miles, sale site on the left.

TERMS: All items sell AS-IS and final. All items must be paid for on day of sale by cash or approved check with proper |.D. Couch Auction
& Realty is agent of the Seller. Seller reserves the right to refuse any and all bids. All information in this ad is from sources believed to be
correct but is not guaranteed. Announcements made day of sale take precedence over any printed material. NO BUYERS PREMIUM

AL Lic #657, TN Lic. #4812, GA Lic. #2911, TN Firm Lic. #5485

www.couchauctionandrealty.com

www.auctionzip.com ID#10125
801 N. Patton Street * Florence, AL 35630

256-740-9901

Tony Couch - Auctioneer/Broker
Ricky Kennedy — Auctioneer/Sales
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PUBLIC SERVICE
BUCKLE UP! It Could Save Your Life]
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A Weight Training - Abdominal Routine
Cardio and Flexibility Exercises
Nutritional Counseling
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