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Prestige
(931) 967-4321

1810 Sharp Springs Rd. | Winchester, TN 37398 | Office: 931-967-4321

Pam Peck
931-580-8321

pampeckc21@gmail.com

167 Mountain Memories Ln.
Monteagle, TN - $359,900

David Janke
615-473-9518
dsjanke@gmail.com

1689 Pleasant Ridge Rd.
Huntland, TN - $209,000

John Michael Peck
931-636-7020

johnmichaelpeckc21@gmail.com

104 Dogwood Ln.
Winchester, TN - $419,900

Connie Wallace
931-808-0086

conniewallacec21@gmail.com

485 Tuck Rd.
Estill Springs, TN - $650,000

Tamara Russell
931-307-3425

trussellc21@gmail.com

612 Pickney Rd.
Winchester, TN - $779,500

New Listings Available.
Call Us Today!

Mack Meeks
931-808-8661

mackmeeksc21@gmail.com

944 N. Maple St. N
Whitwell, TN - $459,900

Connie Wallace
931-808-0086

conniewallacec21@gmail.com

22 Tanya Ter.
Winchester, TN - $340,000

Raven Torres
423-633-5930

raventorresc21@gmail.com

401 3rd Ave. N 
Decherd, TN - $190,000
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Doggie Doos & MoreDoggie Doos & More

Call For Appointment

931-247-1699
1660 Decherd Estill Rd., Winchester, TN
wagsandwigglestn.com

1102 Dinah Shore Blvd. 
Winchester, TN 37398

FREE Estimates On New System Installs

(931) 967-3209

1010%%  OffOff  
Any Any   Service CallService Call

(Excludes New Installation) 

CUSTOM STEEL BUILDINGS
LIFETIME METAL ROOFING, SHAKE SIDING
VINYL SIDING, WINDOWS, GARAGE DOORS

Over 30+ Colors Available

Call today!
(931)962-8859

Financing available! 
Check us out on Facebook!

Clark’s Home Solutions, LLC 
792 David Crockett Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398  



Heavy Equipment & Event Rental
2433 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN 

(Beside Ascend Federal Credit Union) 
931-962-0406 | www.ReliableRentalfc.com

Jeremy & April Acklen, Owners

It’s Lawn & It’s Lawn & 
Garden SeasonGarden Season

• Aerators • Tillers • Seeders 
• Super Seeders • Much More

10% Discount 
for Active Or Retired Military

We’ve got the equipment you need!

Serving your rental needs for 28 years

Something for Everyone

100 1st Ave. NW
Winchester, TN 37398
Mon.-Sat. 7am-3pm

(931) 313-5472 • www.walnuthillcoffeeco.com

32 Memorial Drive
Winchester, TN 37398
(931) 967-0200
elkriverhrofwinchester.com

Sign On 
Bonuses

Apply in person at: 
32 Memorial Dr. Winchester, TN 
or online at: ElkRiverHRofWinchester.com

Nursing positions require a 
Tennessee certification. 
Long-term care experience a plus.

• RN’s & LPN’s - Night Shift
  $6,000 Sign On Bonus
• CNA’s - Night Shift
  $6,000 Sign On Bonus

Marshall C. Casper, CFP®, AAMSTM

Financial Advisor
1805 Bypass Road
Winchester, TN 37398
931-967-8003

Your financial partner throughout
your life.

> edwardjones.com

Member SIPC
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The next generation

	 Good News	   
A FAMILY-OWNED 

MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY INVESTS 

IN THE COMMUNITY 
THROUGH JOB 

OPPORTUNITIES
Mountain View strives to create 

a successful workplace 
through core values and 

employee growth

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF 

COMMERCE 
PREPARES FOR 

THE 21ST ANNUAL 
YOUTH LEADERSHIP 

PROGRAM
Shaping the leaders of 
tomorrow through the 

junior leadership program

RETIRED FIREFIGHTER 
AND WIFE ESTABLISH

 RESIDENTIAL 
CHILDCARE

Brent and Lisa Poole turned 
their Tims Ford Lake 

home into a nurturing 
environment for children

10

14

18

22

40

6  / /  VOLUME 2 ISSUE 5 GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

TABLE OF
CONTENTS VOLUME 2 ISSUE 5



     Good Living	
FROM CLASSROOM TO 
DIRECTOR’S CHAIR
Examining Dr. Cary Holman’s unwavering 
commitment to improving the education system

TODAY’S LEARNERS… 
TOMORROW’S LEADERS
The Franklin County Educational Foundation is  
committed to investing in today’s youth and the future 
leaders of our community

THE NEXT GENERATION
The future is bright

RECIPES: SAVOR SUMMER’S EASY LIVING
Family and friends sweeten the season

FAITH: THE POWER OF PERSPECTIVE
Consider a larger view

     Good Times	
THE SOUND EVENT AT FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH IN ESTILL SPRINGS
Clinton Vincent discusses the significance of concerts 
like The Sound at First Baptist

COMMUNITY EVENTS

EVENTS CALENDAR

ADVERTISER INDEX

60

28

32

40

54

56

60

62

64

66

A Franklin County Tradition

300 First Avenue N.W.
Winchester, Tennessee 37398

www.moorecortner.com  931-967-2222

Recognized and honored as Franklin County's finest Funeral Home,
THANK YOU FOR PLACING YOUR TRUST IN US FOR OVER A CENTURY.

Experiencing  lives,

sharing  stories,

& healing  hearts
one family at a time.

Franklin County's only 
Life Celebration Home

Have a Safe & Happy 
4th of July
“Where liberty dwells,
there is my country.”

- Benjamin Franklin
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Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithstankservice.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Let Us Take Care Of 
Your Septic Tanks

363 Wildwood Cir., Winchester, TN  
3 Beds, 2 Full Baths, 1776 Sq. Ft.

Big Water View! Year-round deep water! On property Private Dock w/Boat Lifts!! Private electric tram to your dock! This Western 
Cedar siding home is a one owner home and features skylights, remote control blinds, Open Concept floor plan on the main level, 
and much more to love. Loft area (9X14) is open to below and can be a sitting area or home office. Upper level has a bedroom and full 
bath. Lower Level 1032 sq. ft. is not included in the above stated sq. footage for this home. Lower level has workshop/storage (16X24) 
and a bunkroom (16X24).

swaffordspropertyshop.com

Your Local Professional
Sharon Swafford Broker/Owner

309 2nd Ave. NW, Winchester, TN 37398
931-303-0400 • Cell 931-224-4663

Sharon@SharonSwafford.com

3619 Cowan Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398 • (931) 967-9765
inspiritseniorliving.com/franklinmanor

VA Approved 
Care

AN INSPIRIT SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

2200 Decherd Boulevard
Decherd, TN
931-967-9967

YOU’RE MORE THAN A CUSTOMER.
GET MORE THAN AN ACCOUNT.

FirstBankOnline.com

COMMUNITY
STRONG



$2,000 towards the purchase of any pre-owned vehicle priced $10,000 and up. Not valid on any previous or pending deals. Excludes previous sales. Ends 2/29/2023. 
Due to ad deadline some vehicles may have sold. All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee.

NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

Over 200 Pre-Owned Vehicles Available to View at 
stanmcnabbchevy.com and stanmcnabbcdj.com!

Come See Your Friends AtCome See Your Friends At
     Your Hometown Dealership     Your Hometown Dealership



From our 
publishing 

partner

“I am so excited to be 
the publishing part-
ner for Good News 
Franklin County. 
It’s an absolute joy 
to be part of this 
uplifting publication, 
inspiring readers 
and helping local 
businesses thrive. If 
you would like to be-
come an advertising 
partner to spread the 
Good News, please 
give me a call.”

Sandra Thomas
Publishing Partner
(931) 308-7898
sandra@goodnewsmags.com

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? 
Let us know what you think! 
Follow us and leave a review 
on Facebook. Search Good 
News Franklin County or 
send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com

W HEN I think of the next generation, 
I feel excitement. I want this issue 

of Good News to be a joyous celebration 
of the young adults who will be the leaders 
of tomorrow, carrying the torch of progress 
and making our community and the world a 
better place. I am confident that the future is 
in good hands.

We live in a time of uncertainty; it’s easy 
to succumb to worry and doubt the next 
generation. However, when we truly exam-
ine the next generation, we witness a source 
of boundless optimism. These young men 
and women are driven, compassionate, and 
brimming with innovative ideas. They pos-
sess a remarkable ability to empathize with 
others and understand the challenges that 
lie before them.

Our communities will flourish and 
thrive because of these remarkable individ-
uals. They have shown us what it means to 
be resilient, resourceful, and committed to 
making a positive impact. With each passing 

day, they inspire us with their determination, 
their unwavering belief in a better future, and 
their tireless efforts to bring about meaning-
ful change.

I am humbled by the energy and passion 
radiating from these future leaders. They re-
mind us that we must nurture their dreams 
and provide them with the support and guid-
ance they need. By doing so, we can ensure 
that their potential is unleashed and that 
they have every opportunity to flourish.

The world may face challenges, but I firm-
ly believe that with the next generation at the 
helm, we have every reason to be hopeful. 
They possess the ability to bridge divides, find 
common ground, and create innovative solu-
tions to the most pressing issues of our time. 
They are determined to leave a lasting legacy 
of compassion, equality, and sustainability.

From someone who is a part of the next 
generation, this issue features young adults 
under the age of 35 who are making a lasting 
impact on the place we call home. GN

 
Wesley Bryant,
MANAGING EDITOR

The Future 
is Bright
The next generation is 
made of strength, light, 
and courage.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
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Share
something
good

We want to build stronger communities 
through positive, local stories. We can’t 
do that without your subscriptions. 
Sign up your friends and family 
online for free.
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This section of the magazine 
covers local positive news you 
may have missed.

Submit a positive story
on our website: 

goodnewsmags.com



A family-owned manufacturing company invests 
in the community through job opportunities. 

 
Mountain View strives to create a successful workplace through core values and employee growth.

 
 

By Jeriah Brumfield // Photos submitted by Gina Eicher

I F YOU ask Norman Eicher what makes his fami-
ly-owned company different, he’ll tell you it’s simple: 

Mountain View is driven by its people and values. Ac-
cording to their shared purpose statement, the company 
strives to create a workplace that achieves more meaning 
and success through teamwork and relationships, under-
pinned by five core values: communication, integrity, ex-
cellence, people, and confidence.

Opened in the fall of 2009, Mountain View spe-
cializes in manufacturing portable buildings, including 
sheds and other structures. They have expanded their 
offerings to include wood roof and floor trusses, roofing, 
siding, metal profiles, and even post-frame buildings or 
pole barns, including barndominiums.

But what sets Mountain View apart from others is 
more than just its comprehensive list of products and 

services. This family-owned company has built an inclu-
sive culture that values its more than 40 employees in 
Franklin County, ranging from skilled laborers, mechan-
ics, truss and building designers to construction workers 
and a constantly growing sales team. 

With a focus on seeking out the best employees, 
Mountain View provides training for various skills, ex-
periences, and work opportunities and actively promotes 
from within. This emphasis on internal growth, responsi-
bility, and recognition creates a familial atmosphere that 
fosters loyalty, pride, and dedication.

The company recently hired an employee at the front 
desk, creating a pathway to other areas within the com-
pany. They hired another employee as a truck driver, but 
he was given the opportunity to be trained to become a 
truss designer.

Mountain View➤
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www.zaxbys.com

20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK 
Regular: $27.99 • Buffalo: $31.99

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $27.99

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.79 • Sandwich only: $4.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE CLUB SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.99 • Sandwich only: $6.99

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.49

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.19

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.19 • Sandwich only: $5.99

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct. $9.19 • 5ct. $10.19 • 6ct. $11.19
Buffalo: 4ct. $9.99 • 5ct. $11.19 • 6ct. $12.39

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $12.29 • Buffalo: $12.39

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $10.39 • Buffalo: $10.99

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.39

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.89

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $8.19 

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.29

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $9.89

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 
$4.29

FRIED PICKLES 
$4.29

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular: $1.99 • Large: $2.39

COLESLAW - CUP 
99¢

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 
$1.89

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular: $1.49 • Buffalo: $1.69

THE NIBBLER 
$1.89

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, and a Treat.  
KIDDIE FINGER
$4.99

KIDDIE CHEESE
$4.99

DRINK 
Small: $2.19 • Medium: $2.39 • Large: $2.59

GALLON OF SWEET OR UNSWEET TEA
$4.99

KIDZ® DRINK 
89¢

MILK 
Regular: $1.19 • Chocolate: $1.19

APPLE JUICE 
$1.19

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct. $5.39 • 10ct. $8.99 • 20ct. $16.69

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.39

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.69

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $14.49 • 20ct. $27.69

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
Three $1.89

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.99 • Grilled: $8.69 • Garden: $6.89

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried: $9.29 • Grilled: $8.99 • Garden: $7.19

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

DESSERTS

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, Ranch, 
Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, Tongue 
Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot Honey Mustard, 
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ, 
Buffalo Garlic Blaze 
25¢

SAUCES

931-967-2527
2909 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN

Without Chicken: 
$5.99+Tax

Join Zax Rewardz to redeem 
this exclusive offer!*

*See store for 
complete details.

FREE Big 
Zax Snak®*

$799
+TAX

COMING SOON: 
Southwest Zalad®

COMING SOON: 
Classic Funnel Cake with Caramel Sauce



Eicher said, “We had been looking for someone to fill 
a design position, and he took some interest in it. And 
through some training, he’s done a phenomenal job.” 

The family dynamic runs deep in Mountain View’s 
employees, which they recently exemplified by hiring a 
female truss designer whose father and grandfather work 
for the company. 

When the family established Mountain View, there 
wasn’t a local company specializing in post-frame buildings, 
which led the company to identify this niche early on. Eicher 
explained that the company developed the rest of Mountain 
View’s offerings based on the community’s needs. 

“We want the community to know we take pride in 
the products we manufacture and sell and strive to up-
hold our vision,” he said. 

That vision includes the company’s commitment to pro-
viding full healthcare benefits to its employees. This change 
has been overwhelmingly positive and has improved the 
employees’ quality of life both in and out of work.

Mountain View continues to show its commitment 
to its employees’ growth and development by hiring a 
business coach, Colby B. Jubenville, Ph.D., who offers 
valuable insights, challenges, and ideas for enhancing 
productivity and efficiency. 

Additionally, the company has constructed a new 
lumber shed this year, expanding its service offerings 
to customers with the inclusion of engineered wood.

When asked about the change, Eicher stated, 
“Healthcare is vitally important to the well-being of 
our employees. It was something they asked for and 
was a priority for us. The feedback has been over-
whelmingly positive, and we look forward to con-
tinuing to improve their quality of life both in and 
out of work.”

Eicher, who was born and raised in a rural area in 
Ontario, Canada, brings a strong work ethic and com-
munity-minded values to his company. He met and 
married his wife, Emily, when he moved to Illinois in 
2003. They now reside in Belvidere with their three 
children, family dog, Clyde, and a love for cooking 
and the outdoors. GN

	
Mountain View is open from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
on Saturday. Be sure to visit their Franklin County 
location to see firsthand how values, family, and 
community merge seamlessly.

Norman 
Eicher

➤

We want the community to 
know we take pride in the 
products we manufacture 

and sell and strive to 
uphold our vision

-Norman Eicher
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June 17June 17th, th, July 1July 1stst & 15 & 15thth

Donut Saturdays!Donut Saturdays!
Advanced orders recommended. Call today!

10026 David Crockett Hwy. • Belvidere, TN 
swisspantry@gmail.com 
www.swiss-pantry.com

(931) 962-0567

Save the date: 
Annual Open House, Saturday, October 7th

Coming July 1st - Cherry & Blueberry Delight Pies

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS OPEN 
for Direct Support professionals, all shifts for Employment 

and Community First positions, day services, and supported 
living services. Great benefits, health insurance, paid time off, 

and holiday pay. 

Call for more info
(931) 967-0100
702 Hundred Oaks St.
Winchester, TN

Please apply in person at 
702 Hundred Oaks Street, Winchester. 

Must have valid driver’s license.

NOW AVAILABLE
Custom Length Metal & Trim

D-Rib and G-Rib

www.mtnviewconstruction.com

CONSTRUCTION, LLCCONSTRUCTION, LLC
Open 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday • Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

8321 David Crockett Pkwy. W., Belvidere, TN • 931-967-8000

Call for quotes
 17 Color Options

John Smith, Jr. Owner/Broker/Auctioneer - (931) 308-7386
April Smith - (931) 308-7387
Angie Miller - (931) 224-2838

Bonnie Schiffner - (931) 308-3498
Melissa Nunley - (931) 308-5532

Julie Rauch - (931) 408-4592
Bobbie J. Sabo - (931) 308-8166

Give Us A Call For All Your Real Estate Needs!  

www.JohnSmithJrRealtyandAuctionLLC.comwww.JohnSmithJrRealtyandAuctionLLC.com

RED,RED,  WHITEWHITE & BLUE... & BLUE...
WE HAVE THE HOME FOR YOU!!WE HAVE THE HOME FOR YOU!!

Happy 4th of July!!  God Bless America!



Franklin County Chamber of Commerce prepares 
for the 21st annual youth leadership program.

 
Shaping the leaders of tomorrow through the junior leadership program

 
 

By Jeriah Brumfield // Photos submitted by Franklin County Chamber of Commerce

T HE FRANKLIN County Chamber of Commerce is gearing 
up for this year’s annual junior leadership program. The adult 

program is in its 26th year, and the youth program is in its 21st 
year. The program expanded from what was once an adult program 
into a program where adult business professionals are assigned a 
youth program member to mentor. 

Kayla Doney, the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce 
executive director and Leadership Franklin County program ad-
ministrator, reported that the Franklin County Junior Leader-
ship Program recruits and prepares existing and emerging leaders 
for responsible public decision-making and volunteer service. It 
motivates and directs them toward achieving their desired com-
munity goals. 

Through this program, the youth within the Franklin County 
community are exposed to different parts of the county that they 
may only see if they were somehow involved in county leadership.  

Doney said the program accepts rising high school juniors. 
Students who want to participate in the program must pick up an 
application from the chamber office or their school, fill it out, and 
turn it in by August 11. The program’s leadership team will select 
students based on their applications. 

Doney said she is optimistic that students are learning and 
enjoying their experiences during the program and are learning 
tangible skills that will help them in the future. 

“We hope the students are inspired by all that Franklin County 
offers from education, agriculture, history, economic development, 
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and health care. We want the students to be inspired to 
stay local and continue living, working, and playing in 
Franklin County.”

During the program, the youth experience five months 
of hands-on discovery, exploration, and experience. 

From September until February, they learn every-
thing from county history to leadership skills, education, 
healthcare, agriculture, county government, and much 
more. They take trips to hospitals, farms, utility facilities, 
courthouses, and the state capitol.  

The Franklin County Junior Leadership Program 
challenges the students and helps them explore their un-
tapped potential through creative and hands-on activities. 

Doney said, “We strive to teach them leadership 
traits and skills and how to make smart decisions and to 
always have integrity and a strong work ethic.” 

Program leaders can watch the teens blossom into 
firm and confident leaders. 

Doney explained that many students use what 
they’ve learned during their time with the program to 
transform into leaders that positively impact their gen-
eration through well-informed decisions. 

She said, “We can tell a big difference in their confi-
dence and how they kind of step out of their box. By the 
end of the program, they’re ready to speak up and ask 
questions. And they’re more knowledgeable about how 
the county operates.”

Doney also said it’s common for the youth to re-
turn and participate in the adult program 6-8 years after 
graduation. The program isn’t just for enrichment but a 
place where camaraderie is present. 

“A lot of the students we do keep in contact with 
send us graduation invitations the next year when 
they’re seniors in high school. And we also give them 
reference letters to enter college and gain scholarships.” 

The Franklin County Junior Leadership Program is 
currently accepting applications for rising high school 
juniors and adult business professionals. Applications 
are due by August 11, 2023, and the program proceeds 
in September. GN

Robbie, 
Penny, and
Riley 
Morris
with 
Sydney 
Smith

➤

Savana 
Pendergraff 

and 
Addyson 

Gebelt

➤
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Over 20 Years Of Quality Service & Experience
Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
238 Interstate Dr., Manchester, TN 37355

We Roll-Form and Manufacture Metal 
Roofing and Supplies, and we service  
all of Middle Tennessee and 
surrounding areas.

www.watsonmetals.comwww.watsonmetals.com
931-728-8185

WATSON METALS • Tuff Rib Panel
• PBR Panel
• Watson Wave Panel
• 5V Panel
• Corrugated Panel
• Standing Seam Panels in 1", 1.5" & 2"
• Mechanical Seam panels
• Board & Patton Panels
• Metal Shingles

• Perforated Panels in 20+ Colors
• Custom Bent Trims
• Roll-Form Standard Trims
• Closures
• Screws For Wood & Metal
• Stock Screws 1" - 3"
• Over Size Screws
• Solar Seasl All
• Colors & Clear

WHAT WE CARRY

Winchester PodiatryWinchester Podiatry
155 Hospital Rd. Suite 1 • Anderton/Smith 155 Hospital Rd. Suite 1 • Anderton/Smith 
Building at the hospital in Winchester.Building at the hospital in Winchester.

Charles D. Ganime, DPM, FACFASCharles D. Ganime, DPM, FACFAS

Foot &Foot & Ankle Care Ankle Care
• Diabetic Foot Care
• Sports Injuries
• Heel & Arch Pain

• Ingrown Toenails
• Hammertoes
• Foot & Ankle Care

• Bunions
• Warts

(931) 968-9191 • www.winchesterpodiatry.com

Personal Loans $100 - $1000

 107 N. Porter St. Suite 7
(Across from Bates Associated  Grocery)
(931) 327-2117 • 931-327-2118

Time for a Vacation?Time for a Vacation?

Easy repayment, tailored to your budget. Approval in minutes!

Loans up to $1,000!

Apply online:
www.1stchoiceloansllc.com

Get Your Cash NOW!



Retired firefighter 
and wife establish 
residential childcare.
 
Brent and Lisa Poole turned their Tims Ford Lake 
home into a faith-based, age-appropriate, nurturing 
environment for children.
 
 
By Jeriah Brumfield // Photos submitted by Ponderosa Playcare

W HEN BRENT and Lisa Poole set out to find 
a place to call “home,” they knew they wanted 

a place where they could share in the community’s 
journey. Brent, originally from the vibrant state 
of California, and Lisa, from the bustling city 
of Huntsville, knew they wanted a quieter, more 
serene life. 

They found their oasis in Winchester, a quiet and 
tucked-away city where they could build their dreams 
and fulfill their purpose. 

Lisa said, “We saw it as a place for opportunities to 
serve our community and feel our way through what 
we want to do, but ultimately knew we wanted to do it 
in a smaller town.”

After serving as a fire captain in Los Angeles for 30 
years, Brent was ready to live out his retirement with 
his wife. The couple began their entrepreneurial jour-
ney by giving back to the community by establishing 
Ponderosa Playcare Residential Center atop the beau-
tiful Tims Ford Lake.

Brent recounted that he and Lisa made frequent 
summer trips to Tims Ford Lake to rent homes in 
various areas before moving to the city. When Brent 
acquainted himself with the area, he told his real estate 
broker they were finally ready to move and settle down 
on one of the lake’s most beautiful properties. 

Brent and Lisa Poole, owners of Ponderosa Playcare, with Everleigh➤
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• Camper Shells
• Bed Covers
• Bed Protection

• Hitches
• Steps
• Lighting

• Tool Boxes
• Racks
• Jeep Accessories

• Van Equipment
• Much More

931-488-4999 // www.MobileLiving.us // mobilelivingtn@yahoo.com
1104 Madison St. // Shelbyville, TN 37160

You can rely on NATURAL GAS.

Elk River Public Utility District
217 S. Jackson St., Tullahoma • 931-455-9311

1524 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester • 931-728-3332
635 Dinah Shore Blvd., Winchester • 931-967-3642

“Your Hometown Natural Gas Provider Since 1955”

Sometimes the best things in life are the simplest ones – reliable 
home and water heating, lower monthly utility bills, and a home 
that can keep up with the hustle and bustle year-round.

WWW.ERPUD.COM

Come See Us - Sales, Service & Parts
931-967-2219 | 962 AEDC Rd. | Winchester, TN

www.pioneermotorcycles.com

SUMMER SERVICESUMMER SERVICE
Get Up To Get Up To $$30 Off Service30 Off Service

PIONEER MOTORCYCLESPIONEER MOTORCYCLES
Serving The Winchester Area Since 1959Serving The Winchester Area Since 1959

Minimum cost $199; Expires 8/1/23

931.967.1672931.967.1672 |  | 23 S. College St., Winchester, TN 37398 23 S. College St., Winchester, TN 37398 
www.LynchRigsby.comwww.LynchRigsby.com

Firm Lic #302, Auction Lic #4909

Check out our current auctions 
and listings at lynchrigsby.com

The Sign of Experience 
& Results

Happy July 4th!Happy July 4th!

First Community Financial Services, LLC
501 Dinah Shore Blvd. | Winchester, TN 931-968-0544

We finance Pools, 
Boats, Jet Skis & 
Campers.

fcfinancialservice.com



Lisa, a licensed realtor in Tennessee, began working 
under Sam Hatfield, the broker that helped them pur-
chase their house. 

The need for more personalized daycare became es-
pecially evident to the couple as they saw their loved 
ones constantly placing their names on waiting lists and 
taking off work because they had no suitable childcare 
facility in the area. 

Brent and Lisa’s decision to fulfill this need was born 
of a desire to give back to their loved ones while creating 
an invaluable service for the community. They opened 
the doors to their residential center in May, and every 
day, they’re adding names to the waitlist.

Lisa added, “It’s fulfilling a need to serve our commu-
nity, and it’s fulfilling a need to help take care of our fam-
ily, too. So that’s what ended up sealing the whole deal.” 

Ponderosa Playcare Residential Center is a residen-
tial child care center dedicated to the care and develop-
ment of every child that comes through its doors.

The couple’s experienced daughter-in-law serves as 
the primary caregiver at Ponderosa Playcare Residential 

Center. Their goal is simple yet noble: to provide a safe, 
faith-based, and age-appropriate developmental envi-
ronment with nutritious meals and ample opportunities 
for fun outdoor playtime.

Brent said, “We just want people to know that this 
is going to be the best, safest, cleanest, and most loving 
place where you can leave children.”

The Poole family’s ideal outdoor “soul healer” oasis 
led visitors and family members to call their pool the 
“Poole Ponderosa” with an endearing familiarity. 

Lisa said, “We’re really blessed to have something that 
has become a place of relaxation and restoration for people.” 

She added, “Years ago, everybody started calling it the 
‘Poole Ponderosa.’ So it’s more of an endearing emblem.” 

Ponderosa Playcare is profoundly impacting families 
and children in the community. Their commitment to 
faith-based values ensures a lasting legacy for genera-
tions to come.

Brent said, “Lisa and I are both keenly aware that this 
is the Lord’s place, and we just pray that we are always 
good stewards of it.” GN

Ponderosa Playcare ‘Emotional Support Staff’➤
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Residential & CommercialResidential & Commercial
• Houses• Houses
• Roofs• Roofs
• Concrete• Concrete

Exterior Cleaning ProfessionalsExterior Cleaning Professionals

• Fences• Fences
• Windows• Windows
• Docks• Docks

Lisa Poole Affiliate Broker 
Specializing in Tims Ford Lake/ Franklin 
County Real Estate and Lake Vacation 
Rental Management

Let’s Find Your 
Lakeside Paradise

256-651-6814
lisapoole@realtracs.com 
www.samhatfield.com

JOBS.METROINDUSTRIALSERVICES.COM

LOOKING FOR A JOB?

APPLY NOW!
SCAN THE QR CODE

10,000+ EMPLOYEES
PLACED ANNUALLY

(931) 962-8897(931) 962-8897

Ready For Hay Season?Ready For Hay Season?

8521 Tullahoma Hwy., Estill Springs, TN8521 Tullahoma Hwy., Estill Springs, TN

• Parts 
• Service

Machinery Repair & Consignment Sales
• Lawn & Garden
• Farm
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Dr.  Cary Holman



D R. CARY Holman, director of Franklin County 
Schools, embodies excellence from his visionary 
outlook to his relentless pursuit of education and 

deep love for his community. Born and raised in Franklin 
County, he was raised entirely within the county’s school 
system. After graduating from Franklin County High 
School in 1989, he ventured out for his higher education, 
later returning to his hometown as a teacher at his old 
elementary school in Decherd.

The central office soon hired Holman to work with 
at-risk North Middle School and South Middle School 
students. After serving there for a year, he realized his 
true calling was in the classroom. 

He served as assistant principal at North Junior 
High School for two years, but it was only a short time 
before he earned the distinguished principal position at 
Clark Memorial Elementary School.

Throughout his academic journey, Holman had 
a strong support system in the form of his family, 
especially his loving mother. 

"My mom was tapped into our well-being. She 
wanted to make sure that we did well in school," 
he recalls. 

"We didn't have a lot growing up, but she was 
very persistent in creating a loving family. So the 
backdrop of my experience continues to motivate me to 
strengthen my own educational pursuits."

A tenacious educational leader, Holman began his 
higher education journey at Motlow State Community 
College, where he earned his associate degree. He 
then obtained his bachelor's degree at the University 
of Tennessee Chattanooga and his master's degree at 
Tennessee State University. 

He later attended Middle Tennessee State 
University, receiving his educational specialist degree. 
In 2020, he earned his doctorate from the prestigious 
American College of Education.

Holman's extensive experience in the field includes 
teaching first, fifth, and sixth grades and serving in 
various director and administrative roles.

From CLASSROOM 
to DIRECTOR’S CHAIR 
Examining Dr. Cary Holman’s unwavering 
commitment to improving the education system. 
By Jeriah Brumfield // Photos submitted by Dr. Cary Holman

Dr.  Cary Holman
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"I have always been an educational diehard. I love 
everything about education and believe it is truly the 
foundation of everything that exists. It is the most 
noble profession there is," he remarked. 

Holman is also a servant leader who works in 
ministry and believes wholeheartedly, "If you're going 
to do something, do it to the best of your ability and 
with compassion. Do it with the desire that you are 
impacting not just yourself but others as well."

When Holman was an administrator in 
Rutherford County, he had a powerful vision to 
connect the school and the community. He brought 
that vision to life with Project Feed, leading a canned 
food drive and providing a hot meal for everyone 
every Tuesday before Thanksgiving. 

For 15 years, the team served at least 1,000 meals 
annually. Though the event received a lot of positive 
news coverage, their real reward was honoring the 
community. Many of the children continued the 
program in high school, sparking and expanding a 
beautiful tradition.

When the opportunity to serve as director of 
Franklin County Schools presented itself, Holman 
immediately decided to pursue it. 

"Franklin County Schools worked for me, so why 
not go and work and lead the Franklin County School 
District? So hence, me being named director of schools 
there," he said. 

Holman did his doctoral dissertation on a school 
counselor's perspective on how student behavior 
affects school culture and climate, a premise he 
would later use to start organizations and shift 
school cultures, leaving a lasting legacy on students, 
educators, and staff all over Tennessee.

With a heart full of passion for the growth and 
development of students, Holman has graced state and 
national conferences, weaving tales of their experiences 
and breakthroughs surrounding student relationships, 
school culture, and educational leadership. 

Armed with effective research-based strategies and 
insights, Holman is a beacon of light, guiding leaders 
toward creating impactful environments that inspire 
students to thrive.

"What I have found in my years of service is that 
there's a significant amount of power that a person is 
able to establish when he or she takes the time to build 
relationships and connect with children," he said. 

Holman humbly credits his fourth grade teacher, 
Mrs. Charlene Simmons, as a beacon of hope in his 
life. He said his teachers contributed immensely to his 
growth and development, each bringing their unique 
flavor to the table. Holman also noted that his leadership 
style is a culmination of valuable lessons learned from 
working with excellent principals in the past.

As the leader of Franklin County Schools, Holman 
is determined to help the Franklin County community 
reach new heights in their educational journey. Although 
he recognizes that challenges are on the horizon, he 
views them as opportunities to grow and improve. 

One of his primary leadership principles is to turn 
problems into opportunities while building transparent 
connections within the community. Holman aims to 
empower, encourage, and enhance all stakeholders, 
including teachers and students, to achieve statewide and 
nationwide recognition for Franklin County Schools.

"Having that desire, that vision, that role — then 
as a leader, I've got to make sure that we have the 
resources and the connections that it will take to 
continue to accelerate our school district.” GN

Corbin Reynolds, Colin, Rolanda, Cary, and Yuri Holman
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“I have always been an 
educational diehard. I love 
everything about education and 
believe it is truly the foundation 
of everything that exists. 
It is the most noble 
profession there is.
-Dr. Cary Holman



TODAY'S
LEARNERS...
TOMORROW'S
LEADERS.

The Franklin County 
Educational Foundation is 
committed to investing in 
today’s youth and the future 
leaders of our community.

By Jeriah Brumfield
Photos submitted by Linda Stewart
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W
HAT BEGAN as a small 
gathering of people, at 
the request of director 
of schools Amie Lonas, 

in late 2016, soon expanded to a large 
group of business people, professionals, 
and community leaders to establish an 
educational foundation that would support 
the Franklin County School System with 
big and bold educational enrichment 
opportunities, not funded by state and local 
revenues, for all students in the Franklin 
County School System. In 2017, after 
much discussion and planning, the Franklin 

County Foundation for Excellence was 
established. Retired Chancellor Jeff Stewart 
and Alex Barnett are two of those people. 

The foundation provides education-
al funding opportunities and resources to 
Franklin County public schools through 
grants and donations. This nonprofit or-
ganization has been granted tax-exempt 
status under section 501(c)(3). The foun-
dation’s all-volunteer board of directors is 
committed to fundraising initiatives that 
promote the learning of all students from 
pre-K to 12th grade in the Franklin Coun-
ty School System.

To successfully expand upon basic 
learning principles, the organization in-
tegrated “art and reading” into the core 
principles of Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Math (STEM), calling it Sci-
ence, Technology, Reading, Engineering, 

and Math (STREAM). In 2018, Nissan 
donated monies providing the foundation 
with the means to purchase a van. Thanks 
to generous donations from other busi-
nesses and individuals in the community, 
the foundation was able to give the van an 
exciting exterior and make it an exceptional 
learning tool by stocking it with resources 
to support the students’ learning endeavors. 
Some examples include Ozobots, Spheros, 
coding mice and Botley bots, electrical snap 
circuit boards, straw rockets and launchers, 
balloon car kits, and do-it-yourself micro-
scopes. Also available are classroom sets 
of virtual goggles, which one fifth-grade 
teacher used to wrap up a space unit with 
a virtual trip to the sun. Students were able 
to see the asteroid belt, stars, planets, and 
constellations in 3D. The van services eight 
elementary schools in the school system, 
where teachers can access the collection of 
STREAM tools and training on how to 
use them.

The foundation recently awarded in-
novative teachers $15,000 in grants to 
support their classroom students — from 
“Student White Boards” to “Building Uku-

Students learning code programming➤

Student tries VR goggles➤

Students using an electric snap circuit board➤
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Antiques, New & Painted Furniture, Home Decor & More
We Do Custom Pieces

704 Dinah Shore Blvd.
Winchester, TN 37398 
(931) 636-1524

dandelionstn.com

Furniture, Furniture, 
Gifts, and Gifts, and 

More!More!

ImplantsImplants

931.967.4143
1741 Bypass Road

Winchester, TN

Most Insurances Accepted

• Sleep Apnea
• Sedation Dentistry

• Full Family Dentistry

winchesterfamilydentistrytn.com

look, feel, & function 
like real teeth!

Celebrate The 4Celebrate The 4thth With With
EXTRA CASH!EXTRA CASH!

First Loan FREEFirst Loan FREE

Loans Loans $$200 & Up200 & Up**

1927 Decherd Blvd., Decherd, TN1927 Decherd Blvd., Decherd, TN
931-962-1240931-962-1240

* Subject to our liberal credit policy* Subject to our liberal credit policy

Loans CompanyLoans Company Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Now Accepting Debit Payments by Phone

1201 Dinah Shore Blvd.
Winchester, TN 37398 
(931) 967-2777

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. & 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.

August 4 - Mickey Mouse Pattern Launch

Bennett’s 
Pharmacy

bennettspharmacywinchester.com

New Patterns 
Available

Authorized Shipping Center

209 S. Jefferson St., Winchester, TN

(931) 967-5777 • www.shipwithmrpostman.com

Pack, Ship, Fax, Scan, Email, Copy, Laminating, 
Mailbox Suite Rental, Shredding Service

UPS &  FedEx UPS &  FedEx ShippingShipping
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leles.” One of the foundation teacher grants 
was awarded to Huntland’s hydroponics 
STEM class to support their growing and 
selling of microgreens to area restaurants. 
The foundation further invested in music 
endeavors through a $5000 grant and pur-
chased wireless microphones for student 
performances. In April, the foundation 
gave $15,000 to purchase band instru-
ments for middle and high school students 
to help combat the nationwide epidemic of 
limited school system funding. 

Through the Educational Founda-
tion for Excellence, Stewart, Barnett, and 
the other foundation board of directors, 
are carving out a new path in education-
al funding for generations to come, align-
ing with their aspiring motto of “Today’s 
learners… tomorrow’s leaders.” 

Stewart, president of the foundation, 
has a passion for education. He was born 
and raised here in Franklin County with 

a strong family background in education. 
Stewart is passionate about providing the 
highest quality of education to the children 
in the community. 

Stewart said, “I think, speaking for our 
entire board of directors, we all have a pas-
sion for education and a desire to see all 
students of Franklin County receive the best 
educational enrichments we can provide.”  

Alex Barnett, vice president of the 
foundation and an esteemed businessman 
and partner at Russell Barnett Automotive 
Family, joined Stewart, helping to create 
and fund a foundation that soon became an 
opportunity for all community members to 

become involved, positively impacting nu-
merous children within the community.

Barnett shares a similar passion for the 
organization’s cause. 

“Our family is a big supporter of all 
things community. And we have a passion 
for education. And we want to equip our 
young people with all the information, all 
the tools they can have to be well-rounded, 

STREAM van with board members➤
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and all the things they need to become good students and, 
in turn, good employees, citizens, and family members.” 

Barnett also stated, “You have to think big and beyond. 
I want people to have big dreams that they can become the 
best at whatever they want to be. I want to see people reach 
their goals and become better than they are. And always 
becoming better, not being complacent.”

Stewart said, “The funding opportunities require fund-
raising on an annual basis. This, of course, can be exhausting 
to accomplish. So, in 2022, the foundation was joined by 
hall-of-fame coach and Franklin County Schools’ graduate 
Phillip Fulmer to establish a permanent endowment fund 
of 1 million dollars to provide an annual source of fund-
ing that keeps on giving for years to come. Other school 
systems’ foundations have done this in Tennessee. We are 
more than halfway there. In addition, after COVID, we 
have added an annual “Game Changers” fundraising event 
hosted by our foundation.”

Stewart and Barnett, on behalf of the foundation, want 
to thank all those who have made this endeavor for Frank-
lin County students a reality. GN

Students at the Huntland Thanks Ed Foundation for STEM Night Funds➤
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844-269-4673 | accesshope247.com
info@accesshope247.com

amyekinser@gmail.com
(615) 807-0269
(615) 263-4800
fridrichandclark.com

A Fresh Approach 
to Real Estate in 
Franklin County 

AMY ANDREOLA

UPGRADE YOUR AUTO
WE BUY - SELL - TRADE 

1945 Decherd Blvd. Suite B, Decherd, TN
931-962-3404 • 931-691-7666

Good Clean Used Cars & Trucks

MONEY DOWN MOTORSMONEY DOWN MOTORS, LLC, LLC

2229 Decherd Blvd.
Decherd, TN
(931) 967-5511

337 Main St.
Huntland, TN

(931) 469-7592

www.FranklinFarmers.com

• Spring & Summer Clothing
• Case Knives
• Lawn & Garden
• Men & Women’s 
   Boots and Shoes
• Home Decor
• Handmade Porch Rockers

Something For Everyone
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CHAMPS SEPTIC TANKCHAMPS SEPTIC TANK  

(931) 962-3446(931) 962-3446

• Septic Tanks 
• Driveway Tile
• Field Line Pipe
• Septic Tank Cleaning

931-993-9710
575 Lynchburg Hwy., Mulberry, TN 37359

• Interior & Exterior Railing • Pool & Yard Fences
• Driveway & Pedestrian Gates • Guard Railing
• Residential & Light Commercial

ExtraordinaryExtraordinary  Craf tsmanshipCraf tsmanship
Custom Design

www.southernironworks.comwww.southernironworks.com

(615) 598-0648

Burgess 
Land 

Clearing
Forestry Mulching, Land & Brush Clearing, Pasture Restoration, 
Fence Line Clearing, Access Roads, Home Site Clearing & More

Middle Tennessee Respiratory
2866 Decherd Blvd. | Decherd, TN | 931-962-0234

We carry a full line of C-Paps 
with the Largest Mask 
selection in the area

Serving Bedford, Cannon, Coffee, Franklin, Grundy, Lincoln, Marion, Moore, and Warren Counties

You Deserve a Restful Sleep

Call Our Sleep Specialist, Today!
FREE Supply Delivery • FREE Machine Calibration • FREE Mask Consultation

Law Office Of

Greg O’Neal

• Family Law
• Estate Planning and Probate
• Commercial Business 
   Transactions

FREE CONSULTATIONS

Experienced Attorney
at Your Service

2 South Jefferson St.
Winchester, TN 37398

(931) 967-9497
gregorymoneal.atty@gmail.com

 

goodnewsmags.com/subscribe

We want to build stronger communities through positive, local 
stories. We can’t do that without your subscriptions. Sign up 
your friends and family online for free.

Give something

good



THE NEXT 
GENERATION



The future is bright.

I N A world that often grapples with uncertainty and challenges, 
there exists a fountain of hope and inspiration: the next gen-

eration. These young adults, poised to become the leaders of to-
morrow, are a testament to the strength and power that lie within 
them. Their unwavering determination, compassion, and innova-
tive thinking assure us that the world is in good hands. As we 
witness their remarkable potential, it becomes clear that our com-
munities are better, brighter, and filled with promise.

The next generation embodies resilience in the face of adversity. 
They possess an innate ability to adapt to changing circumstances, 
and their unwavering belief in a brighter future serves as a guiding 
light. These young leaders refuse to be defined by the challenges 
that precede them; instead, they transform obstacles into oppor-
tunities. Armed with an unwavering sense of purpose, they forge 
ahead, breaking barriers and redefining what is possible. Their vi-
sionary thinking and capacity to tackle complex issues with fresh 
perspectives instill confidence that they will navigate the intrica-
cies of the world with poise and wisdom.

The next generation represents a beacon of hope and inspira-
tion. With their resilience, visionary thinking, collective empower-
ment, and unwavering commitment to shaping a brighter tomor-
row, they instill a sense of confidence and assurance. The world 
is in good hands as these young leaders emerge, poised to tackle 
the challenges that lie ahead. Their strength, power, and unyield-
ing determination serve as a testament to the incredible potential 
within each of us. As we embrace their passion and support their 
endeavors, we forge a path forward marked by hope, progress, and 
a better future for all. GN
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THE POWER 
OF FAITH AND 
PERSEVERANCE 

Kaleob used 
roadblocks as building 
blocks to live the life 
of his dreams. 

By Jeriah Brumfield

Photography by Brooke Snyder

K ALEOB ASHLEY learned about the power of faith and 
perseverance at an early age. The 23-year-old Airbnb owner, 

coach, real estate investor, minister, and Huntland alum earned his 
undergraduate degree at Tennessee Tech in Cookeville, where he 
graduated in three years with two bachelor’s degrees: a business 
management degree with a minor in agriculture and another bach-
elor’s degree in finance with a minor in social sciences. 

Kaleob learned the importance of perseverance by observ-
ing how his father, Jerry Ashley, effectively coped with the ad-
verse emotional, physical, and financial consequences of Kaleob’s 
mother’s debilitating drug addiction. He admired his father’s 
ability to navigate life during such a difficult time in his and his 
children’s lives. 

“I remember as a kid seeing my dad work so many long work-
days, so many long hours, a physically taxing job here at the saw-
mill and working on people’s vehicles and cutting timber and 
things like that just to try and make ends meet,” said Kaleob. 

Kaleob did not have a strong relationship with his mother as a 
child, but when he was in high school, she joined a rehabilitation 
program, and during the last nine years of her life, they worked to 
rekindle their relationship. 
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After battling a few relapses in between recovery, his mother 
passed away in January 2023. The strength and perseverance he saw in 
both parents would later help him navigate hardships as a young adult.

Amidst an already challenging season, Kaleob and his wife 
Megan received the news that Megan was diagnosed with can-
cer, but out of the storm always comes a rainbow. The couple 
expects a new addition to the family, Canaan Dale, in August. 

The name “Canaan” came from the manifestation of God’s 
promise to His chosen people, which was “The Promised Land,” 
or “The Land of Canaan.” “Dale” is the middle name shared be-
tween Kaleob and his father. 

With every happening in his life, Kaleob takes daily strides 
to remain encouraged and encourage others along the way. 

“I apply those early examples of strength and perseverance 
now. Just take one day at a time. Then, take the next step, and 
then worry about the next step when it comes.” 

Kaleob’s faith in God is a cornerstone of his identity, and 
he feels grateful for the deep-rooted Christian faith shared by 
his family. 

Kaleob said his father always pushed him to become his best 
academically and in sports activities, but one of the biggest les-
sons he instilled was the importance of keeping his faith in God. 

When he isn’t working or spending time with his family, he 
is preaching and spreading love to people no matter who they are 
or where they are from. His unwavering faith has driven him to 
devote much of his life to spreading the message of Jesus Christ.

“If there’s anything that anybody takes from me and my life, 
it’s that the kingdom of heaven is the most important thing. 
And there was a perfect creator, Jesus Christ, willing to lay down 
His life in our place,” he said. 

Kaleob works full-time at his father’s sawmill company, Da-
vie Ashley Sawmill LLC, and owns seven properties, 6 of which 
are investment properties, and 5 are vacation rentals. 

At Davie Ashley Sawmill, Kaleob finds ways to solve prob-
lems by welding or fabricating for trucks, trailers, equipment, 
and production lines and fulfilling electrical maintenance needs. 

Kaleob’s grandfather started the business in 1972, and the 
family celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2022. The company has 

Jerry, Kaleob, and Davie Ashley➤
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“I apply those early 
examples of strength 
and perseverance now. 
Just take one day at a 
time. Then, take the 
next step, and then 
worry about the next 
step when it comes.”

- Kaleob Ashley

taken a complete 360 since its beginning, and its growth, along 
with the hard work and dedication of his grandfather, father, 
aunt, and uncle — Davie Ashley, Jerry Ashley, Jana Smith, and 
Peanut Ashley — inspired Kaleob at a young age. 

Kaleob said, “They took it, and they’ve grown it a lot over the 
last couple of decades. And from an early age, I saw a group of 
people who believed in God and their own personal ability to 
influence the community and other people. And that’s kind of 
where it all comes from.” 

Kaleob attributes his success in business and passion for 
coaching children’s sports to the Franklin County community 
for guiding him and showing him how to use his talents to pour 
into his community.  

“It was family members, teachers, guidance counselors, and 
even police officers, and people like that, loving me enough to 
steer me in the right direction that enabled me to steer oth-
er people in the right direction. It was basketball coaches that 
helped refine the things that I have and me as a person and as a 
player that allowed me to refine kids now into their best selves. 
And it was people in our community. It all has to come from un-
derstanding what the community has already done for you.” GN

Kaleob and Megan Ashley➤
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THE BEAT 
WITHIN

Explore the musical roots and evolution of 
self-taught musician Zachary Brooks, from 
drumming pots to winning hearts.   

By Jeriah Brumfield

Photography by Brooke Snyder

G OD GAVE him the gift of music. Zachary Brooks spent 
his high school years performing music he created, using 

live instruments like the piano, drums, and sounds that captivat-
ed his audience.

Inspired by greats like Michael Jackson, Fred Hammond, 
and the Christian contemporary group Mercy, which his father 
was a part of, Zachary has built his career creating soul-stirring 
jazz, gospel, and neo-soul beats. He is a self-taught musician, 
and his passion for music was evident even before he was born, 
a sign that he was destined to be a musician. 

“If I’m letting my mom tell it, I’ve been playing since before 
I was born. When I was in the womb, anytime she would go 
around the house playing music, that’s when I started kicking. 
So I already knew I would play music early on.” 

“If I’m letting 
my mom tell it, 
I’ve been playing 
since before I 
was born.”

- Zachary Brooks
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Zachary Brooks➤
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When the Winchester native was 5 years old, his family 
could hear him vividly clanging pots and pans together, making 
sweet music. 

The drums are Zachary’s “thing.” You might find his drum 
covers to songs by artists like Red Hot Chili Peppers, Busta 
Rhymes, and Tupac. 

The self-taught musician recently took a liking to the piano, 
playing the organ in church during worship services. 

Zachary said he and his sister and musician, Ashley Brooks, 
got their start in their youth vocal group known as Faith. They 
later branched out to become autonomous musicians. 

Today, you can find Zachary producing eclectic sounds for 

Ashley or working in his home studio, where he records his own 
beats. You can also find his music on streaming platforms like 
Soundcloud, Apple Music, YouTube, and Spotify. 

Zachary credits a few people, aside from his parents, for 
molding him into the creative musician he is today: pianist Ken-
ny Dedrick and drummer Charles Russell, both former mem-
bers of Mercy. 

Zachary recalled the first time he ever entered the big stage. 
A festival in Nashville left him encouraged and motivated to 
take on a life of music production at just 17 years old. 

“My cousin, Tom, who I just recently met — I found out he 
was a rapper, and he showed me a few things. We ended up just 
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playing around, and then eventually, he told me about a 
show he was doing out there, and said it was like a festi-
val or something, and he took a liking to my sound,” the 
musician said. 

“So that was probably my first big stage experience — 
being in that limelight in Nashville.” 

Zachary shared the stage alongside talented former 
American Idol performers like Skylar Dixon, the sister of 
Christian contemporary artist Colton Dixon, and Jeremy 
Rosado. He played alongside Sam Magill in Tennessee 
and venues around Huntsville, Alabama. 

Creatives typically feel the most creative when lying in 
bed, and their brain has settled down for the day. Zachary 
is no different. The long-time musician said he feels the 
most creative when he’s alone in his studio with his drums. 

For Zachary, music is not just a hobby but a way of 
life. He said he feels the most at peace pouring his emo-
tions into church worship sessions. 

Despite facing challenges as a neo-soul musician, the 
producer and musician did not let that deter him from 
living out his childhood dreams and blessing others in 
the process. 

“Sometimes, you can feel like at times it might not be 
received as well in some areas. And that’s okay because, 
especially for the music that we do, this is different. So 
sometimes, people might not catch on to it right away, 
but eventually, [they] end up liking it. But, being black in 
Franklin County, as an artist, you don’t really see a whole 
lot of us doing it on a major scale,” said Zachary. 

If you ask Zachary what advice he would give to 
young, blooming artists with more eccentric music tastes, 
he’ll tell you to “keep going.”

“Never stop practicing. Never stop learning. Always 
learn about your area, too. Just perfect your craft, even if 
people are not listening, or even if you [have] one person 
who is moved by it, keep going.” 

The Franklin County native said he loves his family 
and community, who helped shape him into the musician 
and man he is today.

Self-made musician Zachary Brooks is an undeniable 
force in the community, a hometown hero who has stayed 
true to his roots even as he has risen to new heights. His 
music speaks to the soul and tells a story that only he can 
tell — a true testament to the power of God-given talent. GN

“Never stop practicing. 
Never stop learning. 
Always learn about your 
area, too. Just perfect 
your craft, even if 
people are not listening, 
or even if you [have] one 
person who is moved by 
it, keep going.”

- Zachary Brooks
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THE NEXT 
GENERATION
JOINS THE 
BUSINESS 

The Thompson family
legacy continues.

By Jeriah Brumfield

Photos submitted by Mary L. McConnell

T HOMPSON APPALACHIAN Hardwoods began in 
1993 with “a vision and a prayer” that would stretch beyond 

three decades. The reputable family business began with Nordeck 
Thompson’s decision to branch out on his own, fortifying the foun-
dation laid by his father’s sawmill in South Georgia. Following 
his uncle’s advice, Thompson researched and found a small green 
sawmill in Huntland, Tennessee, with the natural resources ready 
for harvesting. He, his wife, Mary Claire, and their six children up-
rooted themselves and settled in Huntland, running the mill with 
about 14 employees on one shift. 

They expanded their business to become a fully integrated and 
self-sufficient supply chain as time progressed. Investing in im-
provements and taking strides to expand their business has be-
come a cornerstone of their work ethic. Today, they employ over 

Mary Lee and Rob McConnell➤

50  / /  VOLUME 2 ISSUE 5 GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY



Nick Thompson, Claire Getty, Mary Lee McConnell, Mary Claire Thompson, and Nordeck Thompson➤
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100 individuals and support numerous contractors, being good 
stewards of the area and fulfilling their initial vision and prayer. 

Now, the next generation has taken on the business and is 
moving toward expanding it even further. Nordeck and Mary 
Claire Thompson’s children and spouses serve on the executive 
team. Claire T. Getty is the chief financial officer, Drew Getty is 
the vice president of procurement, Mary Lee McConnell is the 
chief administrative officer, Rob McConnell is the vice president 
of operations, and Nick Thompson is the president and chief 
operations officer.  

“We wake up every day with the mindset that God has a 
plan,” said Mary Lee. 

Every day the family leads with the knowledge that God 
has a bigger plan than they could ever fathom. She referenced a 
plaque on her father’s old desk, now her own, that reads the bible 
verse, “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct 
your path.” (Proverbs 3:6)

Mary Lee described her siblings’ journey to becoming the exec-
utive team as “organic growth.” Each child had the space to explore 
their own talents and attend school before returning to contribute 
to the family legacy at Thompson Appalachian Hardwoods.

“We were able to come back in our own time,” said Mary Lee.
The three siblings have an intriguing past, as each honed in on 

their own individual skills to make the company what it is today. 

Drew Getty and Rob McConnell➤
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“We all came back into our roles and found our own space 
where we have our own strengths that really fit well with each 
other,” she said.

Nick Thompson, who grew up in the sawmill, graduated with 
a degree in landscape architecture from the University of Georgia 
in Athens and was the first to return after graduation in 2011. 

Their sister, Claire Getty, and brother-in-law, Drew Getty, 
transitioned to Huntland in 2012. Prior to both meeting and 
completing their master’s degrees at Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology, Claire also received a professional degree in landscape 
architecture from the University of Georgia. At the same time, 
Drew graduated from Clemson University with a degree in nat-
ural resources management.  

Mary Lee graduated from the University of Tennessee with a 
degree in service management and returned to Franklin County, 
engaged to her now-husband, Rob. Rob was Drew’s roommate 
and graduated from Clemson University with a degree in print 
production and design. 

Mary Lee jokingly remarked, “Rob proposed to me, and then 
shortly after, my dad proposed to him, so we came back about 
eight years ago ready to get to work.”

The three siblings and their additional three siblings were 
raised in a family that emphasized the importance of teamwork 
and family unity.

“As we grew up, [our mother] was adamant that we work 
together as a team and that we are a unit. We are a family that 
loves each other,” she said. 

The children grew up attending leadership camps and pro-
grams that exposed them to new ideas about leadership and 
team unity, and their faith was at the center of it all. 

If you ask Mary Lee to describe her family’s dynamic in one 
word, she’ll tell you “rooted,” representing their firm foundation 
and unwavering faith in God. Another is the word “overcomer.” 
Even when faced with challenges, such as losing their home to a 
house fire in 2005, and a mill fire in 2019, the family persevered 
with Nordeck and Mary Claire’s guidance, instilling in their 
children the resilience to overcome any obstacle. 

“The word ‘rooted’ comes up frequently in our group — that 
we are rooted firmly, we have a firm foundation, but we are 
growing. We are firmly planted, but we are also going to bloom. 
We will not be stagnant.” 

For Mary Lee, watching her children stand in the log yard 
watching the large loaders pass by serves as a reminder that stay-
ing grounded and maintaining faith can lead to extraordinary 
outcomes. The culture of the company is founded on teamwork 
and creating lasting memories. 

“We have a fun culture here. We enjoy what we do, but the 
people we work with really make it what it is.” GN

“The word ‘rooted’ 
comes up frequently in 
our group — that we are 
rooted firmly, we have a 
firm foundation, but we 
are growing.”

- Mary Lee McConnell
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Savor Summer’s

Easy 
Living
Family and friends sweeten the season.
By Tina Neeley



Tangy 
Grilled 
Beef 
Submitted by Rosalind Lindsey

1 can tomato soup
1 t. Worcestershire sauce
1 t. garlic powder
1/4 t. dried thyme leaves, crushed
2 t. packed brown sugar
2 t. lemon juice
2 t. vegetable oil
1 1/2 lbs. boneless beef sirloin steak, 
   cut 3/4” thick

In a large bowl, mix soup, sugar, lemon 
juice, oil, Worcestershire, garlic and thyme. 
Brush mixture on both sides of steak.Place 
steak on hot grill and cook until golden 
brown and slightly charred. Turn steak over 
and continue to cook until desired level of 
doneness.  Bring remaining soup mixture 
to a boil and serve with steak.

Roasted 
Corn on 
the Cob
Submitted by Betty Pirtle

8 ears fresh corn in husks
1/3 c. Italian dressing
2 1/2 T. water
1 T. chili powder
1/8 t. ground red pepper

Carefully peel back husks, exposing corn. 
Leave husks attached. Remove and discard 
silks. Combine Italian dressing, water, chili 
powder, and red pepper in a small mixing 
bowl. Stir well and brush over corn. Return 
husk to original position and tie the tips 
with wire twist-ties. Grill corn over medium 
hot coals for 30 minutes or until the corn is 
tender. Turn corn every 5 minutes.

Old 
Fashioned 
Ice Cream
Submitted by Keith Hamner

6 eggs
2 c. sugar
2 qts. whipping cream
2 T. vanilla
approx 1 qt. milk

In a large mixing bowl, beat eggs. Add 
sugar and beat until creamy. Stir in 
whipping cream and vanilla. Pour into ice 
cream freezer. Fill container with milk to 
reach 3-4 inches from the top. Cover and 
place in freezer bucket. Fill bucket with 
alternating layers of crushed ice and rock 
salt. Freeze according to freezer directions.

A S SUMMER heats up, so do our grills and smokers, giving 
our kitchens a well-deserved break. Casual worknight 
dinners, weekend celebrations, and holiday parties bring 

together families for good food and, sometimes, fireworks. 
Plates filled with barbecue, burgers, and dogs, joined by potato salad, 
cole slaw, chips, and dips, are balanced as we gather in lawn chairs or sit 
by the pool. Homemade ice cream and cookies sweeten the occasion.
Summer living — and its foods — are easy! GN

Submit your recipes to be included in 
Good News Magazine and the Exchange Cookbook: 

www.southernaprons.com
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W E SAW the sky but little else 
through the window in the room 

where we sat. The gray and white clouds 
marched briskly by as blues and grays 
traded places. 

She was convinced the clouds would 
bring rain later in the day and said so 
every few minutes.

“No, I think they’re moving out, not 
in. That blue sky peeking through is 
going to bring sunshine,” I said, and for a 
minute, it seemed we’d settled the forecast.

Turning her eyes back to the clouds, she 
said, “I think it’s going to rain later today.”

“It looks like it, but I think they’re 
moving out, not in,” I said, as if for the 
first time.

Our seats in the memory care facility 
limited our view. Walls and locked doors 
stood between her and a larger view. I 
had the benefit of the morning’s forecast 
— a different perspective based on the 
training of a meteorologist, an authority 

in the field. Her ability to grasp the good 
news of improving conditions was limited 
by more than the walls and doors of the 
facility. Dementia had stolen her ability to 
hold on — even for more than a minute 
— to reassurance that a brighter day was 
promised and the blue in the morning sky 
would spread, not diminish.

Aren’t we often the same?
So many times, life’s circumstances 

feel like they should come with storm 
warnings announcing their arrival and 
promising their departure. Struggles, as 
numerous as the clouds, obscure our view. 
Weariness from the realities of the weight 
of parenting, caring for others, paying bills 
in today’s economy, and responsibilities at 
work and home distract and overwhelm 
us. Grief, anxiety, and depression can also 
block the light of hope.

We can’t always trust what we see.
We have an enemy who loves to see 

our busyness confuse our thinking like 

The power of perspective
 

Consider a larger view.
 
 

By Tina Neeley

A F T E R T H O U G H T S :

“In the shadow of your wings, I will take 
refuge till the storms of destruction pass by. 
I cry out to God Most High, to God who 

fulfills his purpose for me.”
-Psalm 57:1-2

the clouds of dementia. We are not his 
prisoners, confined to the locked doors 
and walls of this world. The devil hopes 
we forget our direct access to the true 
authority and the truths of His Word.  We 
are beloved children of the one who fulfills 
His purposes for us and provides rest and 
strength for our next steps.

He who sits above the clouds sees 
the beauty and promise of our days, our 
moments. He loves us. He is with us.

Isn’t the sun always shining despite 
the clouds?

Now, that’s worth repeating! GN
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The Sound
Levi, Jacob, and Rob Mills



T HE SOUND of music fills the air as the 
audience closes their eyes and lifts their hands, 
lost in the moment. Christian music concerts 

offer an unparalleled experience that touches the soul 
and invokes emotions beyond words. The melodies that 
echo through these hallowed halls have the power to 
uplift, inspire and connect us to the divine. It’s a truly 
otherworldly experience that stays with you long after 
the concert has ended, leaving you with a renewed 
sense of faith — and an overwhelming feeling of joy.

Clinton Vincent, the interim worship leader at 
First Baptist Church in Estill Springs, said, “I believe 
that music begins your worship. Music is a way to 
share with others the love of God. Music has a way of 
getting into our souls. And it assists in our expression 
and response to God in the church.”

Visitors from Nashville, Murfreesboro, and even as 
far as Huntsville travel to attend concerts held at First 
Baptist Church in Estill Springs.

The Sound music concert is just one of the 
church’s many Christian concerts. And this is the 
third year that First Baptist Church has held concerts 
and had groups such as Brian Free and Assurance, The 
Kingsmen, and Gold City Quartet. 

The concert on Saturday, July 22, will feature 
The Sound. This Dove Award-winning family 
band includes Jacob, Levi, and Rob Mills, who 
perform their country-pop worship music for a 
time of worship and connection with God and his 
beloved children.

The band is well known for its ability to 
combine genres like country, pop, and gospel into 
a compelling melody, producing spiritual lyrics 
that deeply connect each individual with the Holy 
Spirit. Their lyrics don’t just resonate with its 

concert audiences but with the Christian industry as 
a whole, earning various accolades. 

The Sound’s 2022 album, God is Real, won the 
2022 Dove Award for Country Album of the Year. 
The group released their album in April 2022, and 
five months later, the album received over 3 million 
digital downloads and numerous accolades from 
within the Christian music industry. 

According to Vincent, all concerts the church 
hosts are free, but visitors can give a love offering. 

“What’s unique about these groups is that they 
travel Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. And 
this is how they make their living. They go around 
and sing at churches, other venues, festivals, and 
things like that,” he said. 

“So when you think about all the expenses with 
traveling, it takes a lot of money to do that. And so 
we want to be able to support them in their efforts of 
sharing the gospel through that love offering.”  

After the concert, The Sound will have a product 
table to purchase CDs, T-Shirts, and other merchandise.

Vincent noted that visitors could visit the group 
after the concerts, receive autographs on their CDs, 
take pictures, and enjoy a time of fellowship. 

Attending concerts at First Baptist Church in 
Estill Springs allows the community of believers 
to worship together. We also have an open 
invitation for anyone to come and enjoy the music 
and worship.   

Vincent said, “They’re not just our locals, but our 
broader community. Someone might come to the 
concert broken, and they may find renewal in either 
a testimony from one of the singers, through a story, 
or just the presentation of the gospel, which could 
change your life.” GN

The Sound 
event at First Baptist Church in Estill Springs
  
Clinton Vincent discusses the significance of concerts like The Sound at First Baptist. 

By Jeriah Brumfield // Photos submitted by The Sound



C O M M U N I T Y 
E V E N T S

A Spudtacular Event! 
 
Photography by Brooke Snyder

Potato lovers big and small came out for the annual 
Decherd Potato Festival. Patrons enjoyed food, live music, 
entertainment, and local shopping. The annual celebration 
honors the history of Decherd when the city provided the 
country with potatoes. 
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Spending today with 
some-bunny special 
Photography by Brooke Snyder

Kiddos and Easter lovers of all ages enjoyed a day of 
brightly colored eggs and supporting local businesses at 
the Cowan’s Spring Pop-up Market & Egg Hunt held at 
the Monterey Station in Cowan. The day’s events included 
an egg hunt, craft vendors, and photos with the Easter 
Bunny with Paige Michelle Photography. The event was 
free and open to the public. 

Memphis
Snyder

➤
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E V E N T S
C A L E N D A R

 June 16	

5:30 pm	 The Rain 
	 Teen Center
	 1910 Sharp Springs Rd. 
	 Winchester 

 
Dinner, snacks, activities, 
and games provided 
for your teen and their 
friends between 6th and 
12th grades.

 June 17	

10:00 am	 Children’s Miracle 
Network

	 Old Franklin County High 
School football field

	 839 Dinah Shore Blvd. 
	 Winchester
 

Events will include the 
annual car, truck, and  
motorcycle show as well 
as craft and food vendors. 

9:00 pm	 Last Rebel Live
	 VFW on the lake
	 6200 AEDC Rd. 
	 Estill Springs

 June 24	

7:30 pm	 The Black  
Jacket Symphony

	 Twin Creeks Village
	 1260 Lynchburg Rd. 
	 Winchester
 

Fleetwood Mac’s 
“Rumours” will be 
performed by the 
symphony. 

 July 1		

6:00 pm	 Franklin County High 
School Class of 1983 
40th Reunion

	 Franklin County 
	 Country Club 

912 Country Club Rd. 
Winchester

	 Contact Cheryl Posey
	 (931) 580-9915
	 for more information.

8:00 pm	 Sixwire
	 Twin Creeks Village
	 1260 Lynchburg Rd. 
	 Winchester

Get a
good
look

We wish we could publish all the 
photos we have, but we have too many! 
Browse our online gallery for free or 
purchase photos to be mailed to your 
home. All proceeds from photos go to  
local nonprofits.

 



For more events 
and to submit an 

event visit:
www.GoodNewsMags.com/
events or call 800-247-7318

For more events 
and to submit 
an event visit:

www.GoodNewsMags.com/events 
or call (800) 247-7318

8:00 pm	 School of Rock
	 Twin Creeks Village
	 1260 Lynchburg Rd. 
	 Winchester 

 
A film about one 
burning-low rocker, 
Dewey Finn (Jack 
Black), who’s fired from 
his own band. Under 
the pressure of debt, 
he takes a job in the 
prestige school of 
Horace Green where 
he teaches the kids 
how to rock. 

 July 14		

7:00 pm	 Badfish – Sublime 
Tribute

	 Twin Creeks Village
	 91 Slip-A Way 
	 Winchester

	 Badfish, a Tribute to 
Sublime continues to 
channel the spirit of 
Sublime with a fury not 
felt for some time. Badfish 
makes their mark on the 
audience by playing with 
the spirit of Sublime. They 
perform not as Sublime 
would have, or did, but as 
Badfish does!

 August 4	

6:30 pm	 Gospel Singing
	 Huntland Community 

Center
	 100 Moore Lane 
	 Huntland
	
	 Groups performing 

will be Carol Henshaw 
& Company, the 
Sims family, and The 
Gardners.

	 Admission: Love 
Offering
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A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X

We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.

G O O D  N E W S
S U P P O R T E R S
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“We may not be able to 
prepare the future for our 
children, but we can at least 
prepare our children for the 
future.”

                                  
- Franklin D. Roosevelt

www.RussellBarnett.com

LIFETIME
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

Ask Us About OurAsk Us About Our
Russell Barnett Chevy GMC
931-967-4513
1981 Cowan Hwy.
Winchester, TN

Russell Barnett Ford 
931-967-2277

4055 Tullahoma Hwy.
Winchester, TN

VIEW OUR INVENTORYVIEW OUR INVENTORY
View Our Inventory or 

Schedule Service Appointments Online


