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to Liftoff
Shelbyville native 
works to return us to 
the moon and beyond.
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Considering an auction? Call us today to consult 
with our professional auctioneer team!

Craig & Wheeler Realty & Auction, LLC is an equal opportunity employer.

(931) 684-9112 • CraigWheeler.com 
508 Cannon Blvd • Shelbyville, TN  37160

Real Estate • Farms • Machinery • Investment Property • Land • Lots

Private & Secluded 147+/- acre farm with over 1.3 miles of Duck River 
frontage! Newly built 40x100 shop with concrete floors. Several soil 
sites on the property as well as trails, shooting houses, row crops and 
bluffs. Loaded with wildlife!

1128 Highway 64 West, Shelbyville, TN
$1,700,000 MLS# 2491551

Check out this 3 bedroom 2 bathroom home in Stonegate Estates. This 
home features hardwood floors, carpet in bedrooms, tile in bathrooms, 
and tile countertops in kitchen. The primary suite has a tray ceiling and 
a separate shower/tub. Exterior features a 26x21 garage plus storage 
area, screened in porch, fenced in backyard and storage shed.

113 Stonegate Circle, Shelbyville, TN
$382,500 MLS# 2509272

Renovated Lakefront Home 
in Lynchburg!

Bring your family home to this beautifully renovated lake home with 
great views of Tims Ford Lake. Ready to enjoy. Private setting at the 
end of county road yet minutes to Lynchburg, Winchester, Tullahoma 
or Shelbyville. Stunning home features 5 bedrooms and 3 & 1/2 baths, 
fireplace in living room, great deck, 2 car attached garage. Move in ready!!

297 Galbreth Road, Lynchburg, TN
$775,000 MLS# 2406427

This piece of property features a barn, pond, and fenced on 3 sides. 
Septic system, county water with tap, electricity, and property has 
2nd soil site for lagoon septic system still waiting state final approval. 
Great investment property or build your dream home! Convenient to 
Lynchburg, Shelbyville, Tullahoma.

1801 Highway 82 South, Shelbyville, TN
$359,000 MLS# 2511001

This property is situated on 52 gorgeous acres backing up to the 
lake, all custom built with tankless hot water, granite countertops 
throughout, tiled shower w/multiple shower heads, farm sink in 
kitchen, custom hickory cabinets, cypress wood porch ceilings, 
stamped concrete porches, 4 public boat ramps within 7 minutes, 
fenced for livestock, huge bonus room and much more!!

389 JC Farm Lane, Estill Springs, TN
$1,720,000 MLS# 2527707

Great Location Close to 
Franklin and Murfreesboro! 

This beautiful tract of land has 5+ different soil sites as well as 3 
possible drip sites. It also has a 3 bedroom 2 bathroom mobile home 
on site and has road frontage on 2 roads. Come enjoy the peace & quiet 
of the country and build your dream home with plenty of room for all 
animals or divide it up into different building sites! Developer’s Dream!

2149 Longview Road, Rockvale, TN
$1,200,500 MLS# 2488165

Like New Custom Built Home Sitting on 
44+/- Acres

House is immaculate with wrap around porch and has a great layout 
with soaring ceilings in family room with stone fireplace, open kitchen 
with bar countertops, roomy family room, Rinnai tankless hot water 
heater, 42x60 six stall horse barn with power and AC in the tack room, 
or office space, 2 wash bays, land has a gentle roll to it with great spots 
for hunting, or trail riding, cattle or whatever you choose.

251 Falcon Drive, Decherd, TN
$789,900 MLS# 2494856

Last One Available! Newly Built Home 
in D & D Subdivision

Wonderful new construction home featuring 4 bedrooms, 2 & 1/2 
baths, 1,723 sqft, granite in kitchen and bathrooms, huge kitchen 
island, LVT & carpet flooring, covered front & rear porches, concrete 
drive, stainless appliances and more!

218 Coney Island Road Lot 8, Shelbyville, TN
$334,900 MLS# 2435156

Open concept home with custom lighting, sliding glass door that 
opens up to the covered porch, marble countertops in kitchen, 
separate shower/tub & custom walk-in closet in primary, sound 
system throughout whole house and more! Exterior features a 
screened covered porch w/fireplace, open patio w/rock chimney 
for entertainment, outside bar area, finished studio/bedroom above 
garage, gated entrance to the home and fencing on 3 sides.

4860 Bethesda Road, Thompsons Station, TN
$1,890,000 MLS# 2513166

CELEBRATE YOUR INDEPENDENCE!CELEBRATE YOUR INDEPENDENCE!

Beautiful Brick Home 
in Brookhaven Subdivision Park Like Setting with 29.82+/- Acres 

Welcome to JC Farm Lane 
By Tims Ford Lake 

Custom Built Ranch Style Home 
Situated on 5+/- acres! 

Rolling 147+/- Acre Farm 
Bordering Duck River
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See Our Facebook Page or website for updates 

BedfordCountytnFair.orgFair Office: 931-684-0760

25th Annual 
Bedford County Fair
July 17th - 22nd, 2023

Thursday, July 20th-

Live contests every night!

Saturday, July 8th -
 Bedford County Fairest of the Fair

11:00 am  Precious Miss Bedford County Fair  Girls 0-11 months
11:30 am Baby Miss Bedford County Fair Girls 12-23 months
12:00 pm Toddler Miss Bedford County Fair Girls 2-3 years
12:30 pm Tiny Miss Bedford County Fair Girls 4-5 years
1:00 pm Petite Miss Bedford County Fair Girls 6-7 years 
1:30 pm Little Miss Bedford County Fair Girls 8-10 years
2:00 pm Junior Miss Bedford County Fair Girls 11-12 years
3:30 pm Ms./Mrs. Bedford Supreme 21-49 years,

single or married
3:30 pm Golden Girl in memory of Joan Pimental 50+, single or married
4:00 pm Young Miss Bedford County Fair Girls 13-15 years
4:30 pm Queen Reunion 
5:00 pm Miss Bedford County Fairest of the Fair Girls 16-20 years

*All pageants held at Shelbyville Central High School Auditorium

Sunday, July 16th -
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm Receiving Home Ec/Ag exhibits
1:00 pm  Receiving Green Thumb Challenge entries
2:00 pm  Judging Green Thumb Challenge entries
1:00 pm - 4:00pm Receiving Hat Contest entries

Monday, July 17th -
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Home Ec/Ag Exhibit Judging
5:00 pm  Open Dairy Heifer Show
6:00 pm  Opening Ceremony
6:00 pm  Green Thumb Challenge awards
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Home Ec/Ag Exhibits open to the public
6:00 pm  4-H Chick Chain
7:30 pm  Youth Competition Night
7:30 pm  Kids Pedal Pull
7:30 pm  Mala Patterson - Entertainment
  Sponsored by Randy Sadler Shelbyville Record Shop

Tuesday, July 18th -
4:00 pm - 9:00 pm Home Ec/Ag Exhibits open to the public
4:00 pm - 9:00 pm Cruise-In
6:00 pm  Open Beef Show
7:00 pm  Boots, Beaus, and Bling Pageant/Mother Daughter 
  Look-Alike Contest
7:30 pm  Decorate a Hat Contest (Building #2)

Wednesday, July 19th -
10:00 am  Senior Citizens Day 
10:00 am  Youth Day @ Ag Extension Center 
10:00 am - 6:00 pm Rooster Crowing contest registration
10:00 am - 6:00 pm Receiving Poultry and Rabbit entries
10:00 am - 6:00 pm Receiving Open & Junior Egg entries
10:00 am - 6:00 pm Receiving Ugly Chicken entries
4:00 pm - 9:00 pm Home Ec/Ag Exhibits open to the public
7:00 pm.  Fun Dog Show registration
7:00 pm  Cornhole Tournament
7:00 pm  Faith/Patriotic Night - Josh Schwartz, Speaker
7:30 pm  Fun Dog Show
7:30 pm  Brett Bone - Entertainment

10:00 am - 2:00 pm Special Needs Day
4:00 pm - 9:00 pm Home Ec/Ag Exhibits open to the public
5:00 pm  Mullet & Beard/Mustache Contest Registration
6:00 pm  Smoker Truck & Tractor Pull registration
6:00 pm  Mullet Contest
6:00 pm  Human Crowing Registration
6:30 pm  Beard/Mustache Contest
6:30 pm  Rooster Crowing/Human Crowing Contest
7:00 pm  Smoker Truck & Tractor Pull
  There will be a 50/50 Drawing (Board Members  
  & their immediate family not eligible to win)
7:00 pm  Mid-State Cloggers – Entertainment
8:00 pm  Karaoke – Entertainment

Friday, July 21st -
4:00 pm - 9:00 pm Home Ec/Ag exhibits open to the public
6:00 pm  Mini Pull registration
6:00 pm  Open Sheep Show
7:00 pm  Bill Tarkington & Co. - Entertainment
7:00 pm  Mini Pull
7:00 pm  All Pleasure Horse Show
8:00 pm  Double Shot – Entertainment

Saturday, July 22nd -
1:00 pm - 9:00 pm Home Ec/Ag Exhibits open to the public
2:30 pm  Donkeys & Mini Mules Registration
3:00 pm  Central Region 4-H Meat Goat Show
3:00 pm  Donkeys, Mini Mules, Gaited Mules, 
  Draft Mules and Horses Show
5:00 pm  Antique Tractor Pull
6:30 pm  Poultry & Rabbit Show awards (Building #2)
6:30 pm  Salem Creek - Entertainment
8:30 pm  Buddy Jewell - Entertainment 

Sunday, July 23rd -
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Home Ec/Ag Exhibits Pickup

Carnival Opens
6:00 pm  Tuesday – Friday
3:00 pm  Saturday

Nightly Events
Farmer for the Day • Fair Scavenger Hunt

Helicopter Rides • Petting Zoo
Trolley runs nightly!

Bedford County Agriculture and Education Center
2119 Midland Rd., Shelbyville, TN 37160 
Fair office: (931) 684-0760
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Buy and sell with ease, 
choose David to please!

BROKER/AUCTIONEER/OWNER
David Bradford

(931) 224-3900
davidbradford.hrg@gmail.com

Call Jeff or 
Kim for all 
your Real 
Estate 
Needs

(931) 224-3630
jeffhicksagent@gmail.com • homes4kim@gmail.com

2737 Hwy. 231 N. Shelbyville TN
9 3 1 - 6 8 0 - 1 6 8 0

W W W. H E R I T A G E R E A L T Y G R O U P T N . C O M

(615) 542-8531
terridarnell777@gmail.com

Welcome to your 
new home!

REALTOR®
Terri Darnell

(931) 703-5002
jenna.gragg@gmail.com

Start here to build 
YOUR dreams.

Jenna Gragg
REALTOR®

(931) 224-5099
melissasterlingagent@gmail.com

Move With 
Melissa
Melissa Sterling
PRINCIPAL BROKER

(931) 607-7561
smorris@realtracs.com

REALTOR®
Sarah Morris

Interested in buying or selling 
real estate? Call Sarah!

We offer personalized service and uphold integrity and ethics, all while maintaining a community focus, 
thanks to our team’s 100+ years of combined local expertise.

See Our Facebook Page or website for updates 
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CELEBRATING 25 
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The fair looks at the past, 

present, and future

FIRST COMMUNITY BANK 
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YEARS BY DONATING 
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The celebration is

community in motion
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Call Us (931) 680-1011
younginsur.com

1500 Madison St. 
Shelbyville, TN 37160

INFLATION!INFLATION!
Let Us Help!Let Us Help!

Se habla Español.

Call us for a review of your policies.
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$2,000 towards the purchase of any pre-owned vehicle priced $10,000 and up. Not valid on any previous or pending deals. Excludes previous sales. Ends 2/29/2023. 
Due to ad deadline some vehicles may have sold. All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee.

NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

Over 200 Pre-Owned Vehicles Available to View at 
stanmcnabbchevy.com and stanmcnabbcdj.com!

Come See Your Friends AtCome See Your Friends At
     Your Hometown Dealership     Your Hometown Dealership

Merchant’s Walk On Main | 768 N. Main St.
(931) 684-8623 | LoweryJewelers.com

Fast, easy application & approval 
with 6-36 months payment plan!

All Bankcards accepted - 
LAYAWAY NOW!

Every piece 
of jewelry 

tells a story.
Father’s Day is Sunday June 19th

We have a fabulous selection of cards and gifts for him!

 Men’s Fragrance gifts

                           Thomas Kinkade art
                                  “Mountain Retreat”

Mad Man (Making A Difference)                               Hallmark Cards
                               (Making a Difference)

We’re your one-stop shopping
destination in Shelbyville!

Gifts for any occasion:
Father’s Day

Wedding 
Anniversary

Housewarming
Hostess gifts

New baby
Baptism & Dedication

Ordination
Retirement

Birthday
and the list goes on…

We offer custom laser engraving 
while you wait:
*Pocket Knives
*Grilling Sets

*Wallets & Money Clips
*Travel Mugs

  
Wedding & Baby gift registry 

available
We’re your home-owned full-service Christian bookstore.

800 North Main St. | Shelbyville, TN  37160 | phone (931) 684-8878
Hours:  Mon. – Sat. 8:30 am to 5:30 pm | www.shopnewcovenant.com

Follow us on Instagram – Like us on Facebook

800 North Main St. | Shelbyville, TN  37160 | phone (931) 684-8878
Hours:  Mon. – Sat. 8:30 am to 5:30 pm | www.shopnewcovenant.com

Follow us on Instagram – Like us on Facebook
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Father’s Day is Sunday June 18th

We have a fabulous selection of cards and gifts for him!

Congratulations to The Webb School Class of 2023Congratulations to The Webb School Class of 2023

These outstanding seniors have been accepted into many colleges and universities, including:
Belmont University, Case Western Reserve University, Citadel Military College of South Carolina, Cumberland University, Denison University, 

Endicott College, Goucher College, Johnson & Wales University (Providence), Lake Forest College, Lee University, Lindenwood University, 
Lipscomb University, Louisiana State University, Lynn University, Michigan State University, Middle Tennessee State University, North Central 

University, Oglethorpe University, Oxford College of Emory University, Rhode Island School of Design, Rhodes College, Ringling College of 
Art and Design, Rochester Institute of Technology, Rutgers University (New Brunswick), Sewanee: The University of the South, Tennessee 

Technological University, The University of Alabama, The University of Tampa, The University of Tennessee (Chattanooga), The University of 
Tennessee (Knoxville), The University of Texas at Dallas, United States Military Academy at West Point, University of Alabama at Birmingham, 

University of California (Davis), University of Chicago, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, University of Miami, University of Mississippi, 
University of Pittsburgh, University of Virginia, University of Washington, Wake Forest University, Warner University, Wingate University

The Webb School is a college preparatory school for grades 6-12 located in Bell Buckle, TN 931-389-6003 www.thewebbschool.com
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From our 
publishing 

partner

“As a lifetime resi-
dent of Shelbyville 
and an experienced 
advertising/market-
ing professional, I’m 
incredibly thrilled 
to contribute to a 
magazine that shares 
positive stories, 
strengthening our 
community. If you 
are interested in 
building a stronger 
brand or promoting 
your business feel free 
to reach out to me 
and let’s talk.”

Sissy Smith
Publishing Partner
(931) 224-5268
sissy@goodnewsmags.com

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? Let us 
know what you think! Follow us 
and leave a review on Facebook. 
Search Good News Shelbyville 
or send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com

W HEN I think of the next generation, 
I feel excitement. I want this issue 

of Good News to be a joyous celebration 
of the young adults who will be the leaders 
of tomorrow, carrying the torch of progress 
and making our community and the world a 
better place. I am confident that the future is 
in good hands.

We live in a time of uncertainty; it’s easy 
to succumb to worry and doubt the next 
generation. However, when we truly exam-
ine the next generation, we witness a source 
of boundless optimism. These young men 
and women are driven, compassionate, and 
brimming with innovative ideas. They pos-
sess a remarkable ability to empathize with 
others and understand the challenges that 
lie before them.

Our communities will flourish and 
thrive because of these remarkable individ-
uals. They have shown us what it means to 
be resilient, resourceful, and committed to 
making a positive impact. With each passing 

day, they inspire us with their determination, 
their unwavering belief in a better future, and 
their tireless efforts to bring about meaning-
ful change.

I am humbled by the energy and passion 
radiating from these future leaders. They re-
mind us that we must nurture their dreams 
and provide them with the support and guid-
ance they need. By doing so, we can ensure 
that their potential is unleashed and that 
they have every opportunity to flourish.

The world may face challenges, but I firm-
ly believe that with the next generation at the 
helm, we have every reason to be hopeful. 
They possess the ability to bridge divides, find 
common ground, and create innovative solu-
tions to the most pressing issues of our time. 
They are determined to leave a lasting legacy 
of compassion, equality, and sustainability.

From someone who is a part of the next 
generation, this issue features young adults 
under the age of 35 who are making a lasting 
impact on the place we call home. GN

 
Wesley Bryant,
MANAGING EDITOR

The Future 
is Bright
The next generation is 
made of strength, light, 
and courage.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
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Bedford County Fair turns 
silver: Celebrating 25 
years of fun, food, and 
farming!  

First Community Bank 
celebrates 35 years by 
donating $35,000 to local 
nonprofits
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award-winning health care  

 14 

 18 

 22 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ASHLEIGH NEWNES

Boy Scouts of America at 
Bedford County Fair
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Bedford County Fair turns silver: 
Celebrating 25 years of fun, food, and farming!

 
The fair looks at the past, present, and future.

 
 

By Tina Neeley  // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

I T WAS absent for more than 65 years. 
There were no blue ribbons, midways, 

cotton candy, or prized livestock compe-
titions. Multiple generations missed the 
experience of a local county fair until two 
men shared a vision of its return.

Carter Woodruff and the late Mau-
rice Armstrong shared a way of life deep-
ly rooted in agriculture. Each envisioned 
a return of the county fair, recognizing 
the importance of connecting the com-
munity with the farming work and lives 
it sustains.

➤

Woodruff said, “The primary [goal] was 
building upon that agricultural heritage — 
the rich agrarian history of the past and 
present. Bedford County is a strong agri-
cultural county; it’s a predominant indus-
try. And we talked about how young peo-
ple, even in a county like ours, are seeming 
to lose grasp of our agricultural roots.”

Bedford County’s first fair was a three-day 
event held in October 1857. The following 
year a five-day fair was held, and if the results 
noted in “Who, When, and What - Bedford 
County Fairs Vol. 1” by Roy Sonny Ferguson 

are any indication, it was a great success. The 
Bedford County Agricultural and Mechanical 
Association handed out awards for everything 
from apples to worsted sunbonnets. 

The last fair location was in the area 
known today as Fairground Heights, and 
the fair continued there until a fire de-
stroyed the facilities in 1933. Agricultural 
education lost its greatest platform un-
til the spark that began with Woodruff 
and Armstrong’s conversation grew into a 
flame that ignited the return of the fair to 
Bedford County in 1998.

Bedford County Fair➤
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State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
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Agent
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Twenty-five years later, the third week of July, the Bed-
ford County Fairgrounds located on Midland Road and 
Peacock Lane will be a hub of entertainment and education.

Fair exhibition entries and awards will be proudly 
displayed, and livestock shows will bring the best of the 
best to town. You may find returning events such as a 
beekeeping show, truck and tractor pull, antique trac-
tor pull, and a pull for mini rods, outlaws, and garden 
tractors. Don’t forget the poultry show, country pleasure 
horse show, sheep show, donkey and mini mule show, 
goat show, and mule and draft horse show.

Wander the midway and take in the familiar sights 
and sounds of the thrilling rides and games of chance. 
As the Ring of Fire and Ferris wheel light up the night 
sky, follow the sweet aroma to the funnel cakes and cot-
ton candy. Watch the children’s faces light up as they 
swoosh down the giant slide and take in the magic of 
the event.

Need a break? Stop at the entertainment stage and 
enjoy area talent. Country music and cloggers are at 
home here, and you will be, too.

What about the next 25 years?
Woodruff said, “The goal is to continue our under-

standing of our rich heritage, now and in the future, in a 
venue where families can safely experience good things 
and enjoy themselves.”

Experience it yourself, and join us as we celebrate 25 
years of the fair’s return to the community! GN

   

For more information, see the fair’s Facebook page 
or visit bedfordcountytnfair.org. The fairgrounds 
are located at 2119 Midland Rd., Shelbyville, or 
call (931) 684-0760.
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Dianne Arnold
(931) 703-5104 
Madison Arnold
(931) 603-0077

Dianne Arnold
(931) 703-5104 
Madison Arnold
(931) 603-0077

Mini Farm, 3 BR 2 BA w/ eat-in kitchen, Storm shelter room, covered front 
porch, 8x49 covered back deck, 2 car carport, barn w/ attached shed w/ 
concrete floor, & large shop. All property is fenced & pond on the property. 7.6 
acres. MLS#2498343 $399,900

Completely remodeled lovely one story. 4 bedrooms with 31/2 baths 
featuring a large rec room, den with fireplace formal living and dining. You’ll 
be glad you looked!. MLS#2467961 $524,900

Unionville Area, one owner 3 BR brick home with lots of hardwood., carport, 
30x30 detached garage/shop & 3.78 acres.
MLS#2509549 $349,900

This is an incredible property with offices, custom car/motorcycle shop & 
residence. The floors have hot water piping to heat the building fueled with 
Propane or Wood. Located close to Shelbyville, Tullahoma, Murfreesboro or 
Nashville. With acres there is room for much more. Work your own hours, then 
retire to the back patio overlooking the Duck River. MLS#2306490 $999,000

Unique custom-built home w/ LR w/ FP, DR, BR w/ BA, & 1/2 bath. Upstairs 2 
BRs, 2 BAs, office, & bonus room. Covered back deck, 16x20 shop, lawnmower 
shed, a chicken coop, & playground. The Downstairs Central unit replaced in 
fall 2022. water heater 2 years old. Beautiful partially wooded lot. The home 
is zoned for Liberty School. MLS#2527158 $549,721

Gorgeous 4 BR 3 BA home on corner lot! Min. from everything in Murfrees-
boro in a great, quiet, neighborhood. This home has 3 large BRs & an office 
could be used as a BR downstairs. Upstairs there’s a BR, den/playroom & a 
bonus that could also be used as a BR. All kitchen appliances & mini barn will 
remain. Call Cort today for your private showing. MLS#2527064 $424,900

New Build in Brookhaven Subdivision! No HOA fees! 3 Bedroom 2 Full Bath - 1 
half bath, Covered deck with a secluded quiet view! Attached garage! Walk-In 
kitchen pantry with stainless appliances included, granite counter tops! Open 
floor concept with a large storage area under stairs, and a loft area upstairs! 
Use preferred lender to receive discounts! MLS#25173

This beautiful 3BR, 2BA brick home is situated on 2+ acres in a cul-de-sac. 
No city taxes, but 5 min. from town! Include front & rear covered porches, in-
ground pool with 1/2 BA & serving area, breezeway-connected garage/shop 
with floored upstairs, a two car attached garage, renovated BAs, kitchen, & 
laundry room. Hardwood, carpet, & tile floors. MLS#2497857 $529,900

Office: 931-684-6522 • 1708 North Main St., Shelbyville, TN 37160 • www.ColdwellBankerSouthernRealty.com 

Dianne Arnold
(931) 703-5104 
Madison Arnold
(931) 603-0077

Nicole Waggoner
(931) 492-1622

Cort Huffman
(931) 703-7235

Gerald Baker
(931) 607-6463

Harold Seagroves
(931) 580-5605

Bryan Nerren
(931) 703-5162
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First Community Bank celebrates 
35 years by donating $35,000 
to local nonprofits.
 
The celebration is community in motion.
 
 
By Tina Neeley  // Photos submitted by Amanda Dodson

D ICTIONARY ENTRIES identify 
“community” as a noun, but com-

munity at its best is an action verb. Shel-
byville’s First Community Bank (FCB) has 
put community at the heart of its mission 
for 35 years and recently celebrated by fur-
thering its commitment to improving lives 
in Bedford County.

Kayla Hilliard, marketing assistant at 
FCB, recalled that their initial brainstorm-
ing didn’t produce any ideas that comple-
mented the bank’s mission.

She said, “We collaboratively brain-
stormed and decided to reflect on the 

message we wanted to convey. Our aim 
was to recognize the individuals who 
have positively impacted our community 
alongside us rather than solely focusing on 
ourselves. So that’s where we went back to 
our roots, values, and founding principles. 
What were we founded on? Service. This 
was a recurring theme in our discussions, 
and this is where our vision began to take 
shape. With numerous employees serving 
on various boards, we have established 
connections within the community and 
knew there was a need that would affect 
several of our local nonprofits.” 

L to R: Stephanie Martin, Kayla Hilliard, Kelli Wilkerson, Kimberly Goodrich, and Beverly Collins➤
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401 S. Cannon Blvd, Shelbyville, TN 37160

Tires • Front-End Alignment • Brakes • Mufflers

Serving Middle Tennessee Since 1954

Landers Tires
931-684-TIRE

Cell: (931) 703-5599 • Office: (931) 684-3576
swingscabinets@gmail.com

331 Pinkston Rd., Shelbyville, TN 37160

QUALITY CUSTOM CABINETS

TROY SMITH

Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track 
Hoe

Site Prep
Demolition

Roads & Driveways
Grade Work

Pads
Ponds & Lakes
Underground 

Utilities

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

WE CAN DO IT ALL!WE CAN DO IT ALL!



These connections included ones with Bedford County’s Unit-
ed Way and the knowledge that our 16 nonprofits in the local 
chapter would not receive funding this year due to organizational 
changes. The 35 for 35 Anniversary Celebration was the perfect 
opportunity to give back in appreciation for FCB’s past success.

Speaking of the past, FCB celebrated on April 20 at King’s 
Old Central High School, where the memorabilia and treasures of 
Bedford County’s history testify to the community’s resilience and 
hope for our future.

“It was an exciting blend of teamwork and celebration, not only 
honoring ourselves but also shining a light on those who make 
a significant impact within our communities but often go unno-
ticed,” Hilliard said.

A $35,000 donation was divided among the 16 organi-
zations, resulting in a $2,200 boost in a year without United 
Way’s contribution.

“We are focused on giving back to our community; it’s what we 
do,” Hilliard said.

FCB Chief Executive Officer Scott Cocanougher agrees.
He said, “We are proud to uphold the tradition and stay true 

to the values of First Community Bank by investing in nonprofits 
who invest so much into the citizens of Bedford County.” 

With an appreciation of the past and an eye on the future, FCB 
invests in our community. GN

First Community Bank’s head office is at 207 Elm St., Shel-
byville. Call (931) 684-5800 for information or assistance or 
visit them online at firstcommunitybanker.com.

NONPROFITS THAT RECEIVED 
THE DONATIONS:
• Access Hope
• Bedford County 4-H
• Bedford Builds Habitat For Humanity
• Bedford County Imagination Library
• Boy & Girls Club of Bedford County
• Caregiver Relief Program
• Casa Works
• Community Development Center 

Early Intervention Program
• Community Development Center 

Family Support Program
• Community Clinic of Shelbyville  

& Bedford County
• First Choice Pregnancy Counseling Center
• Haven of Hope
• Hospice of Highland Rim
• Shelbyville-Bedford County  

Senior Citizens Center
• Shelbyville-Bedford County Humane Society
• Tennessee Poison Center

“We are proud to uphold the tradition and stay 
true to the values of First Community Bank by 

investing in nonprofits who invest so much into the 
citizens of Bedford County.”

-FCB Chief Executive Officer Scott Cocanougher
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definitewellness.net
875 Union St. Shelbyville, TN • 401 Wilson Ave. Tullahoma, TN 37388

Mon.-Tue. Thurs. Fri. 9am- 6pm

SEMAGLUTIDE 
is a fantastic new 

medication specifically 
for weight loss. 

It’s a once weekly injection that has 
been providing dramatic weight loss 

results in our patients since its release! 

Give us a call 
for more information.

(931) 808-8329 ANGELA RUBLEY FNP

Shelbyville’s Premier Weight Loss Clinic

Janice Carlton
REALTOR®

931.684.5605
931.580-4318 

carltnj@realtracs.com

1708 North Main St.
Shelbyville, TN 37160

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated.

Call Us For A FREE Quote Today

Amanda O’Neal 
Agency Owner
amandaoneal@allstate.com

635 N. Main St., Ste. G • Shelbyville, TN 37160 • (931) 684-3230

Auto • Home • Boat • Motorcycles • Annuities • Life
Retirement • College Savings Plans 

onealinsurancegrouptn.com

Happy Happy 
BirthdayBirthday 
To My Beautiful Grandma!

You taught us it was the heart 
that made someone beautiful 
and there's no one with 
a heart more beautiful 
than yours!

Love,
Fuzzy & Shelli



Bedford County 
is home to award-
winning health care.
 
Local professionals were recently recognized.

O NE OF the most significant accomplishments of 
health care professionals is patient satisfaction. 

Bedford County patients offered positive feedback, 
which resulted in awards to area professionals and 
facilities. Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
(VUMC) recently recognized four of its health care 
providers and three of its facilities in and around Bedford 
County for earning top scores in patient satisfaction.

The Excellence in Patient Experience award is giv-
en to those in the top 10% of a national survey con-
ducted by the health care solutions and consultant 
company, Press Ganey. The survey was conducted from 
July 2021 through June 2022.

Systemwide, VUMC is recognizing 581 clinicians 
and 148 clinical areas for receiving high marks. Ex-
cellence in patient safety and care has always been a 
top priority for Vanderbilt Bedford Hospital (VBH). 
From July 2021 to June 2022, the hospital provided 
care to 960 inpatients, treated more than 17,000 pa-
tients in the emergency room, and performed 990 sur-
geries. VBH clinics had 31,930 visits.

The awards honor outstanding performance and 
commitment to service excellence in medical prac-
tice/clinics, inpatient, ambulatory surgery, outpatient 
services, and more. Awards were presented by Kristy 
Bugg, director of physician practices at VBH, and Bill 
Rich, president of VBH.

The award-winning facilities are the Vanderbilt 
Integrated Primary Care in Unionville, Vanderbilt In-
tegrated Primary Care at Madison Street, and Vander-
bilt Integrated Surgical Services in Bedford County. 

Lori Liggin, NP➤PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER
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Deb Insell, Agent  
923 N. Main St Shelbyville, TN 37160  
931-684-5274 www.debinsell.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL 2001738

Like a Good Neighbor
State Farm is There. ®

Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithstankservice.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Let Us Take Care Of 
Your Septic Tanks

JOIN OUR BANKING FAMILY

1602 N. Main St, Shelbyville • 931-680-3500 // 412 W. Lincoln St, Tullahoma • 931-455-2391  
120 N. Jackson St, Tullahoma • 931-455-3426 // 2695 Decherd Blvd, Winchester • 931-967-3755 

1207 Hillsboro Blvd, Manchester • 931-728-1474 

Dawn

Ashley

Tommy

Donna

Tracey

Tina

Beth

Lori

Derek

OUR BANK OFFERS:

• Bedford County Shareholders
• Bedford County Advisory Board Members

• Local Relationship Banking With Modern Technology
• 250+ Years Banking Experience With Shelbyville Staff

•  General orthopedics
• Fracture care
• Arthroscopic hip,  
 knee,elbow, shoulder 
 & ankle injuries
• Total joint 
    replacement
•  Rotator cuff repair
• Joint & soft tissue 
 injections

Shelbyville 
120 Martin Rd., Suite 200
Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-.488.8700

Tullahoma 
730 Kings Ln.
Tullahoma, TN 37388
931.841.9200

ENJOY 
FAMILY TIME.

www.arosacare.com
1121 1/2 N Main St., Shelbyville, TN 37160 • (931) 680-2771

WE’VE 
MOVED

1121 1/2 N. Main St.
Shelbyville, TN 37160

Formerly Family Staffing Solutions
Amanda Lankford 
Area Director 

Experience Elevated Care with Arosa:
Arosa is the premier provider of integrated care management and caregiving 

services. Our compassionate care professionals are supported and celebrated 
as they care for our clients and provide peace of mind for the whole family.



T H E  AWA R D - W I N N I N G 
H E A LT H  C A R E  P R O V I D E R S  A R E :

• Lori Liggin, advanced practice registered nurse 
(APRN), who practices in the Vanderbilt 
Integrated Primary Care in Unionville

• Navid Monajjem, MD, who practices in the 
Vanderbilt Integrated Surgical Services  
in Shelbyville

• Karyn Jones, APRN, who practices in the 
Vanderbilt Integrated Primary Care Madison 
Street in Shelbyville

• Amber Archer, nurse practitioner, who practices  
in the Vanderbilt Integrated Primary Care  
in Shelbyville 

VBH President Bill Rich said, “I want to thank all 
of our clinicians and facilities in Bedford, and especially 
this year’s recipients of the Excellence in Patient Experi-

ence awards, for their service and commitment to ensure 
every patient who walks through our doors has a pleas-
ant and personalized care experience.”

VUMC is one of the nation’s leading academic med-
ical centers and one of the Southeast’s largest compre-
hensive research, teaching, and patient care health sys-
tems. VUMC sees over 3 million patients per year in 
over 160 locations, discharging 70,000 inpatients and 
performing 80,000 surgical operations. The medical cen-
ter is the largest non-governmental employer of Middle 
Tennessee citizens, with a staff of approximately 40,000.

President of Vanderbilt Regional Community Hos-
pitals Travis Capers said, “In Bedford County and across 
the state, Vanderbilt providers and clinical service areas 
are putting patients and their families first.” GN

For the latest news and updates on VBH, visit 
facebook.com/VanderbiltBedfordHospital.

Karyn Jones, FNP➤ Kristy Bugg and Dr. Naivd Monajjem➤ Amber Archer, NP➤
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On the Shelbyville Square

Now Hiring - Full or Part Time
Some Saturdays Required

Send Resume to herjeweler@hotmail.com

Shop Online! herjeweler.com

(931) 703-3738
Office: (931) 684-5605
cindycbarnes@gmail.com
www.coldwellbankersouthernrealty.com

For Service beyond the Sale. Call me!

REALTOR®

Cindy 
Barnes

931-433-6634
Ask about automatic payment

r i c h a r d s o n w a s t e @ g m a i l . c o m

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!

Templeton & Associates
Insurance

Kay, Zack & Jennifer
GET THECoverage

YOU NEED!

• Auto
• Home
• Life
• Commercial

108 East Depot Street • 931-684-4380
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A healing ride 

The face of hope

The next generation

It’s always a party at La 
Fiesta Grande 
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Carson Brandon and Bubba Shavers➤
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I T WAS just a red Jeep, but it was a vehicle for healing 
and processing grief for two Shelbyville families. It was a 
symbol of celebration of a well-lived life, and for Carson 

Brandon, it was a reminder that his friend, Duran Shavers, would 
not get to honor his promise of a ride in it. But Carson, who is on 
the autism spectrum, had an idea when he got the sad news that 
his friend had passed away.

Carson said, “I love you, Mr. Shavers. We never got to go ride 
in the Jeep, but maybe the other Mr. Shavers can take me!”

While Carson didn’t understand much about death and grief, 
he understood friendship perfectly, thanks to Mr. Shavers.

Good friends tend to share common interests, but what 
would a senior adult and a child on the autism spectrum have in 
common? When Mr. Shavers substituted in Carson’s first grade 
child development center class at Southside Elementary School 
one day, they connected instantly. Students designed special boxes 
to hold their Valentine’s Day treats, and Carson’s television box 
sparked conversation. Over the years to come, the two compared 
the size of their TVs and discussed their favorite shows.

A promise kept honors 
an enduring friendship.
By Tina Neeley

A healing 
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Carson and Mr. Duran Shavers 
at the Shining Stars pageant

➤

Bubba and Carson 
standing outside of 
Mr. Shavers red Jeep

➤
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Mr. Shavers understood the 
importance of mentoring 
young boys. 
His son, “the other Mr. Shavers,” said, 
“He loved kids. He was a Boy Scout as 
a teenager and a Boy Scout leader for 
close to 50 years. We would take in other 
Scouters during Boy Scout camp, and 
sometimes they would have special needs, 
and it didn’t bother him a bit.”

As best friends do, Mr. Shavers 
stayed in contact with Carson, attended 
his birthday parties and special events, 
and saw him at school. The last time 
the two were together was at a Shining 
Stars pageant. Carson kept asking his 
mom if Mr. Shavers was coming, and she 
said when he walked through the door, 
Carson’s face lit up like it was the brightest 
shining face ever. She thinks Mr. Shavers’ 
face was the same way.

The lifetime Scout’s dedication and 
positive influence on the boyhood lives of 
so many was evident at his funeral.

The other Mr. Shavers said, “There 
were Boy Scouts at the funeral I never 
knew existed, and I was in Boy Scouts 
all my years growing up. And when the 
associate pastor spoke, he mentioned 
heroes, and it just struck me that my dad 
was a hero.”

Carson seconds that wholeheartedly 
and can show you Mr. Shavers’ picture 
on his hero board, a bulletin board in his 
room with photos of his heroes. It was the 
first place he went when his mom told 
him his friend had passed away.

There was no hesitation when the 
Shavers family heard about the promise to 
Carson. Carson would get his ride.

It was a ride they’ll never forget, filled 
with remembering and honoring all that 
was important in Mr. Shavers’ life and the 
friends’ shared moments.

“We rode around places where Dad 
would fish and hunt and some of the 
places that he and Carson talked about. 
Carson wanted to see the churches he had 
been to, and then I took him by where I 
grew up, over on Shadow Drive. I asked if 
he was hungry, so we went to Burger King. 
We had a good little ride,” the other Mr. 
Shavers said.

Carson agreed. “Mama,” he said, “I bet 
my best friend is smiling big, and I bet he’s 
proud of me and his son, Bubba!”

The Jeep continues to 
represent the special 
friendship. 
Carson’s mom, Heather Brandon, said, 
“I knew the Jeep was going to be sold 
after Carson took his ride in it, so I told 
Carson when he came home that he 
wouldn’t get to ride in it anymore. He 
got so upset. But [the other Mr. Shavers 
and his family] gave Carson a diecast 
red Jeep just like Mr. Shavers’ Jeep, and 
that Jeep sits under the table in the 

A picture of what 
Carson has hanging 

on the wall beside 
his bed.
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living room. That’s his and Mr. Shavers’ 
Jeep, and he pretends they go riding in 
it every day.”

Carson said, “I want to tell 
everyone that Mr. Shavers was the 
best friend to me. He loved watching 
TV, and he loved me, and I love and 
miss him! The other Mr. Shavers, Mr. 
Bubba, I know makes Mr. Shavers so 
proud up in heaven for taking me in 
the Jeep. It was the best day of my 
whole life. The only thing that would 
have made it better is if Mr. Shavers 
would have been with me and Mr. 
Bubba. I just miss him!”

Indeed Mr. Shavers was with them 
on their ride. GN

I bet my best friend is 
smiling big, and I bet 
he’s proud of me and 

his son, Bubba!
-Carson Brandon
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I N THE ‘50s, Gene Williams and his 
parents watched helplessly as flood wa-

ters rose in and around their Shelbyville 
Big Springs home. Williams remembers 
clearly the relief and feelings of hope that 
arrived with the National Guardsmen who 
took them to safety with each flood. 

“That always stuck in my mind. They 
came to help us, and I wanted to help, too. 
Seeing the personal experience of the trag-
edy stayed with me,” Williams said.

It was a desire that never left him.
His mother, Catherine, was a living 

picture of dedication and sacrifice. Al-
though she only lived until Williams was 
17, she instilled in him a strong work 
ethic and a heart for others. She taught 
him to put the needs of others before his 
and to believe he could accomplish more 
than he could imagine, reaching far be-
yond the stars.

His mother would be so proud to know 
that many recognize Williams as the face 
of hope and help today. As a volunteer with 
the Red Cross for nearly 20 years, Williams 
drops everything and responds when disas-
ter strikes. There are no holidays, weekends, 
or days off. Tornadoes, house fires, flooding, 
and other devastating losses strike without 
warning, and the impact of such tragedies 
is breathtaking. Knowing where to start is 
beyond overwhelming. Hope begins when 
Williams and volunteers like him show up, 
so recovery can begin.

He said, “Through the years, I've run 
into many people that I remember. They 
say, ‘You came and helped me through my 
tragedy.’ It may have been 10 years ago, but 
they’re still thankful and grateful.”

Williams always felt he needed to help 
others, but when Hurricane Katrina hit, he 
felt it stronger than ever. He knew God was 

The face
of Hope

Gene Williams just wants to help.

By Tina Neeley // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes 
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Without Chicken: 
$5.99+Tax

Join Zax Rewardz to redeem 
this exclusive offer!*

*See store for 
complete details.

FREE Big 
Zax Snak®*

$799
+TAX

931-735-6541
101 Palmer Dr. • Shelbyville, TN
www.zaxbys.com

20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK 
Regular: $27.99 • Buffalo: $31.99

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $27.99

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.79 • Sandwich only: $4.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE CLUB SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.99 • Sandwich only: $6.99

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.49

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.19

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.19 • Sandwich only: $5.99

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct. $9.19 • 5ct. $10.19 • 6ct. $11.19
Buffalo: 4ct. $9.99 • 5ct. $11.19 • 6ct. $12.39

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $12.29 • Buffalo: $12.39

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $10.39 • Buffalo: $10.99

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.39

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.89

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $8.19 

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.29

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $9.89

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 
$4.29

FRIED PICKLES 
$4.29

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular: $1.99 • Large: $2.39

COLESLAW - CUP 
99¢

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 
$1.89

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular: $1.49 • Buffalo: $1.69

THE NIBBLER 
$1.89

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, and a Treat.  
KIDDIE FINGER
$4.99

KIDDIE CHEESE
$4.99

DRINK 
Small: $2.19 • Medium: $2.39 • Large: $2.59

GALLON OF SWEET OR UNSWEET TEA
$4.99

KIDZ® DRINK 
89¢

MILK 
Regular: $1.19 • Chocolate: $1.19

APPLE JUICE 
$1.19

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct. $5.39 • 10ct. $8.99 • 20ct. $16.69

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.39

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.69

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $14.49 • 20ct. $27.69

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
Three $1.89

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.99 • Grilled: $8.69 • Garden: $6.89

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried: $9.29 • Grilled: $8.99 • Garden: $7.19

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

DESSERTS

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, Ranch, 
Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, Tongue 
Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot Honey Mustard, 
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ, 
Buffalo Garlic Blaze 
25¢

SAUCES

COMING SOON: 
Southwest Zalad®

COMING SOON: 
Classic Funnel Cake with Caramel Sauce

Jean T. O’Brien
Affiliate broker

Obrienj@realtracs.com

1535 W. Northfield Blvd.
Murfreesboro, TN 37129
Office	 615-896-4600
Fax	 931-437-3033
Mobile		 615-604-2500

New Mattresses 
in stock at 

CLEARANCE 
PRICES. 

118 Public Square E
Shelbyville, TN 37160

(629) 251-7650
Veteran Family Owned & Operated boxdropshelbyville.com

704 Blue Ribbon Pkwy.
Shelbyville, TN

reddsheatingandair.com
(931) 684-0339

Thank You for over 50 Years!

Kim Dunn James Redd Patricia Redd

Family Owned & Operated

SUMMER 
TUNE-UP 
SPECIAL 
$8900

Can Your A/C 
Can Your A/C 
    Beat The Heat?
    Beat The Heat?
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pushing him and telling him he couldn’t 
stay here without action. He had to go to 
New Orleans and help those affected by 
the massive hurricane.

Williams said, “So [when Katrina hit], 
I just showed up at the Red Cross shelter 
and told them I wanted to help. That was 
it. I began training and worked my way to 
where I am today.” 

Today, Williams is a volunteer respond-
ing to eight Tennessee counties out of his 
chapter at the drop of a hat. He works part 
time at the Winners Circle in Shelbyville 
and appreciates the flexibility the owners 
still extend him, allowing him to go when-
ever he’s called.

Williams said many people associate 
the Red Cross with blood donations, but, 
he said, it’s about so much more. It’s even 
about more than offering financial aid and a 
helping hand in a time of great loss. It’s giv-
ing hope and direction in a time of shock.

“We need more volunteers. I wish peo-
ple could realize and understand it’s about 
serving others. Give of yourself, volunteer, 
and don't look for rewards. I feel called to 
serve more than any other work I do. To 
serve voluntarily, you have to put yourself 
aside and just do it,” he said.

Another tie to his service life is the 
sense of community engrained in him 
from his early childhood when he lived 
in the Shelbyville Mills community. His 
father, Robert, moved to Shelbyville with 
his brother and sister to work in the mill 
during its early days. A self-sufficient com-
munity grew around the mill, and families 
worked, worshiped, studied, and played to-

gether. This love of caring for and serving 
others in the community fosters Williams's 
volunteer projects in the Shelbyville com-
munity today.

He’s the museum curator at the Fly 
Arts Center, delivers meals-on-wheels, 
is a Bedford County Historial Society 
board member, and organizes the Field of 
Heroes Memorial Day program at Wil-
low Mount Cemetery. He is the 2010 
Shelbyville-Bedford County Chamber 
of Commerce Deery Eakin Volunteer of 
the Year. He received the 2013 Gover-
nor’s 3-Star Award and the President’s 
Volunteer Service Award by AmeriCorps 
in recognition of his commitment to 
strengthening our nation and communi-
ties through volunteer service.

He is ready to help at a moment’s no-
tice, but the depth of the devastation he 
sometimes sees is challenging to carry. 
Thankfully, he has help that enables him to 
be a helper to others.

Williams said, “God just lifts me up. He 
takes me by the hand and lifts me up — 
like when we went to Readyville after the 
tornado. People there lost everything. You 
walk up to these people, and it's pretty hard 
to handle, but God gives me the strength 
and words to encourage them and help 
brighten their day. God gives me strength, 
and Snoopy encourages me to do more 
than I’m humanly capable of doing. God 
has blessed me over the years.”

Serving God and serving others, Wil-
liams just wants to help and fulfill God’s mis-
sion and plans for his life to serve humanity. 
For so many, he is the face of hope. GN

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY GENE WILLIAMS

Joseph Ruzicka and Gene Williams ➤
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1735 N. Main Street, Suite C-1
P.O. Box 1330
Shelbyville TN 37160 US
931-575-5050
www.fbitn.com
Customer Service 1.877.876.2222

Jeff FloydJeff Floyd
Agency Manager
jeff.floyd@fbitn.com

Leanne's 
Flowers

Flowers For 
All Occasions. 
Fresh And Silk

106 East Side Sq. Shelbyville, TN • 931-492-5255 • Leanne Moore • 931-224-6707

Landon & Kailey Landon & Kailey 
WilliamsWilliams

We Have All Your Feed Needs

931-954-5533
Manchester

931-685-5087
Shelbyville

615-274-2661
Rockvale www.celebrationhorsefeeds.com

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

Or, shop with us in person! 
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30   Sat 8:30-1:00
809 N Main St., Shelbyville, TN
Family owned & operated since 1975

$$14,90014,900

2015 Nissan Juke SL
Stk#506454Stk#506454

98 98 K milesK miles

$$13,50013,500

2015 Buick Encore Convenience
Stk#124088Stk#124088

91 91 K milesK miles

$$17,40017,400

2015 Toyota Rav4 Limited
Stk#184352Stk#184352

114 114 K milesK miles

$$13,90013,900

2015 Ram 1500 Outdoorsman
Stk#749099Stk#749099

223 223 K milesK miles

$$11,50011,500

2012 Nissan Rogue SV
Stk#301922Stk#301922

113 113 K milesK miles

$$24,90024,900

2014 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited
Stk#130660Stk#130660

100 100 K milesK miles

$$12,90012,900

2017 Jeep Compass High Altitude
Stk#156128Stk#156128

75 75 K milesK miles

$$34,90034,900

2018 Infiniti QX80
Stk#194115Stk#194115

101 101 K milesK miles

Price plus taxes, title, license & $199 doc fee.

Pre-Owned Vehicles

$$14,90014,900

2016 Nissan Altima 2.5 SV
Stk#142137Stk#142137

95 95 K milesK miles

$$13,50013,500

2016 Nissan Murano S
Stk#135538Stk#135538

137 137 K milesK miles

Enjoy Your Summer Enjoy Your Summer 
With A New VehicleWith A New Vehicle



Dean Blount  
CPA/Partner

Kaye Reynolds Lori McCarrall  

Jolie Richardson

Melinda Milton

Laura Jones Jackson Wisener Brianna Davis

Katybeth Beasley 
Bobo - Partner

• Bookkeeping Services
• Individual & Business Tax Returns
• Gift, Inheritance & Other Tax Returns
• State Returns
• Business Consultation
• Payroll Services
• Quickbooks Consulting & Training
• Financial Statements
• Audit & Review Service
• Free Consultation

109 E. Holland St., Shelbyville
931-680-0660 • www.habeasley.net

Call us today for all of your tax and accounting needs.

HA Beasley & Company, PLLC

Call us today for all of your tax and accounting needs

• Individual & Business Tax
Return Preparation

• Gift, Inheritance & Other
Tax Returns

• Payroll Returns
• State Returns
• Business Consultation
• Bookkeeping Services

• QuickBooks Consulting
& Training

• Financial Statements
• Free Consultation

(First 30 minutes)

• Free Electronic Filing
• Audit & Review Service
• Payroll Services

931-680-0660
109 E. Holland St., Shelbyville

www.habeasley.net

New
locatioN

A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE 
THROUGH PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING SERVICE

739 North Main St • Shelbyville, TN • 931-684-5011

www.doakhowellfuneralhome.com

DOAK-HOWELL 
FUNERAL HOME

“family serving families”

Cremation Services • Custom Monument Sales



THE NEXT 
GENERATION



The future is bright.

I N A world that often grapples with uncertainty and challenges, 
there exists a fountain of hope and inspiration: the next gen-

eration. These young adults, poised to become the leaders of to-
morrow, are a testament to the strength and power that lie within 
them. Their unwavering determination, compassion, and innova-
tive thinking assure us that the world is in good hands. As we 
witness their remarkable potential, it becomes clear that our com-
munities are better, brighter, and filled with promise.

The next generation embodies resilience in the face of adversity. 
They possess an innate ability to adapt to changing circumstances, 
and their unwavering belief in a brighter future serves as a guiding 
light. These young leaders refuse to be defined by the challenges 
that precede them; instead, they transform obstacles into oppor-
tunities. Armed with an unwavering sense of purpose, they forge 
ahead, breaking barriers and redefining what is possible. Their vi-
sionary thinking and capacity to tackle complex issues with fresh 
perspectives instill confidence that they will navigate the intrica-
cies of the world with poise and wisdom.

The next generation represents a beacon of hope and inspira-
tion. With their resilience, visionary thinking, collective empower-
ment, and unwavering commitment to shaping a brighter tomor-
row, they instill a sense of confidence and assurance. The world 
is in good hands as these young leaders emerge, poised to tackle 
the challenges that lie ahead. Their strength, power, and unyield-
ing determination serve as a testament to the incredible potential 
within each of us. As we embrace their passion and support their 
endeavors, we forge a path forward marked by hope, progress, and 
a better future for all. GN
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SETTING THE BAR 
HIGH FOR SUCCESS

Mother and son team
up to sell more than 
clothes and toys.

By Tina Neeley

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

M OST OF us have shopped online with Facebook groups 
or Etsy stores, excited to find unique gifts or treats for 

ourselves. We often have no personal contact with the seller but 
identify with their brands, styles, and prices. The impact of our 
purchases is relatively unknown.

For years, Katie Hallum sold boutique clothing and accessories 
more for fun than financial security. When the pandemic hit and 
impacted her regular job, the single mom knew it was time to make 
it her full-time job.

She expanded from online to a booth at North Main Mar-
ketplace in Shelbyville. Naturally, her son, Henry, went with her 
to stock and style her booths but was bored hanging out while 
she worked. 

Katie had an idea — a booth for Henry. It wasn’t just a booth 
geared to kids his age with Henry’s name on it, but a booth owned 
and managed by Henry.

She said, “If he had something to sell, he would have some-
thing to do with me. And it became very popular because I have a 
group that shops with me, and many of them are just like me with 
kids his age.”
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Henry and Katie Hallum➤
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So with Henry’s feedback, Katie ordered inventory for his booth.
“I try to get his input as much as I can on what he wants to 

order because I think he has a better opinion of what kids his age 
are going to like,” said Katie. “He’ll go in [to his booth] and set 
it up, and he’ll do little videos that I’ll post on Facebook of him 
showing everybody what it is.”

Henry’s Fun Shop carries books, toys, graphic tees, and holi-
day items, among other cool things for kids his age. What began 
as something for him to do while his mother worked turned into 
a lesson in owning and managing a business.

Katie said, “We talk a lot about the money side of it so that 
he can understand how business works. I tell him how much 

his product costs and how much he’ll sell it for. I remind him 
he’s going to put on the tags or ask if he’s going to ship an 
order out today and remind him if I’m going to do it, he will 
have to pay me to do the work for him. So he’s learned what an 
expense is and what retail versus wholesale is as much as he can 
understand it. He knows the more work he puts in, the more 
money he will get in his savings account. And the more work 
I do, the less he will get, so it’s definitely been a good teaching 
moment, as far as being an entrepreneur and learning how a 
business works,” she said.

With a mission to bring you cute, affordable clothes, no matter 
what stage of life you’re in, Katie offers clothes from small to 3X. 
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“I’ve always tried to offer super affordable casual mom 
clothes. I try not to make anything over $40; usually, noth-
ing’s over $30. I ask myself before I buy anything if I’m will-
ing to pay this much for something. If I’m not going to do it, 
I won’t ask anybody else to do it. And I try really hard to save 
people shipping by offering to put purchases in their mailbox 
or letting them pick them up at North Main because when I 
start to check out somewhere, and the shipping is over $10, 
I’m not doing it,” she said.

The community’s support has been priceless to Katie. 
Customers have become lifelong friends who feel good about 
spending their money with her and supporting local busi-
nesses. She’s found that people are trying to spend less money 
at large online stores and are spending their money locally to 
support their community. It’s something she appreciates even 
more as a single mom.

She loves working in a business with her son while build-
ing special friendships and connections with the community, 
putting Katie and her son in the middle of something won-
derful. The two enjoy giving back to the community, which 
she hopes sticks with Henry as he grows up. They’ve spon-
sored fundraisers for local organizations and made every 
effort to donate to auctions raising money for local needs. 
Henry held a fundraiser through sales in his booth for Evelyn 
Jefferson following her emergency brain surgery.

Katie said, “The shop has always been really special and 
important to me. I named it after my son, Henry, and now 
he gets to do his part with me. I hope we can always do it 
together and that someday Henry can do something with it 
without me. I can pass it along to him if he wants to continue 
doing something with it.”

Katie passes along value for her customers’ dollars. Her 
customers pass their support along to her and Henry, and a 
business succeeds with a chance of becoming a generational 
store serving customers in every season of life.

That’s worth it all! GN

Shop The Hen House and Henry’s Fun Shop at 
North Main Marketplace, 766 N. Main St., Shel-
byville, or online at hhouseboutique.com. Join The 
Hen House Boutique Facebook group for the latest 
sales and information.

“The shop has always 
been really special and 
important to me. I 
named it after my son, 
Henry, and now he gets 
to do his part with me.”

- Katie Hallum
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FLOUR
AND FAITH

Morgan Bargers connects with 
families’ hearts and souls.

By Tina Neeley

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

A T 15, a cake decorating course for her birthday started it 
all. Through it, Morgan Bargers discovered a natural tal-

ent for baked creations too pretty to eat. Buttercream icing, fon-
dant, and cupcake liners paved the road to Mouth of the South 
Bakery shortly after that.

But first, college. The criminal justice major soon switched 
to culinary school, a good mix of everything creative she loves 
to do. Math and science, her favorite subjects, were also ingredi-
ents, and she knew she wanted to be her own boss.

“So it was just the perfect mix, I think. No pun intended,” 
she laughed.

Pies at Thanksgiving while still in college kick-started her 
baking career. “Who doesn’t like pies?” she thought. So she took 
orders on her Facebook page, and the response was positive.

“It was amazing,” she said. “So many people ordered — 
friends, family, family friends, people I went to school with. It 
was humbling to get that kind of support right out of the gate.”

From there, Mouth of the South Bakery became a part of our 
family celebrations, special occasions, and sweet tooth cravings. 
She’s baked in her college apartment, home, and storefronts. To-
day, you’ll find her creative treats at North Main Marketplace.

“I really liked the idea of celebrating with people, going through 
life’s stages with them. I started with several brides, and I’ve been 
able to do their baby showers, gender reveals, and their children’s 
first birthday cakes. I’ve kind of grown up with them [and] with 
their kids, and I think that’s a cool part of it,” Bargers said.

While she loves the decorated, fancy cakes and cookies, she 
said it’s hard to beat treats that are just homey, like chess pies. For 
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Bargers, these bring to mind Southern hospitality and memories 
of her grandmother teaching her to make mashed potatoes as a 
little girl. Good food is always part of our favorite memories. 

Many clients have done business with her from the begin-
ning and continue to shop with her at the marketplace. 

“I’ve had a very, very loyal clientele, and I’m grateful for it,” 
Bargers said.

She describes her space at the marketplace as a mini bakery, 
which she strives to keep stocked. As she balances the bakery 
and special orders, customers bear with her patiently.

Thursdays on Bargers’s calendar are reserved for the highlight 
of her week when she trades her apron for a seat behind a desk at 
First Choice Pregnancy Counseling Center in Shelbyville.

“Cakes and cookies are great,” Bargers said, “but I felt like 
God was calling me to do a little something different. About 
that time, Angela Rasnick, the First Choice director, happened 
to come in, and I asked if they needed volunteers. She said they 
always need volunteers. I turned in my application and started 
the next week.”

Bargers is a client advocate, connecting clients with resources 
and assisting them with the center’s Earn While You Learn pro-
gram. The educational program covers everything from pregnancy 
to the baby’s first year, financial practices, relationship matters, and 

healing from abuse. Clients earn baby bucks they can spend in the 
center’s baby boutique as they progress through the modules. 

Here, Bargers connects with families, too.
“We go over whatever the lesson was about that week, and I 

just talk with them and pray with them. I think that my favorite 
part is hearing their stories. I love catching up with them every 
week,” she said.

Her time at the center has affirmed what she believed she 
heard God calling her to do.  She’s going back to school to be-
come certified in biblical counseling but will continue baking.

“I feel like I’ve had a longing for a while to do more. I 
couldn’t tell you the last time I had so much peace about a de-
cision; I’m excited about it,” Bargers said. “I turned 30 this year. 
When you’re 20, you think you have everything figured out and 
everything will be smooth. We all know that doesn’t usually hap-
pen. I think my path is more clear than ever before. Life goes by 
so quickly. And I don’t want to get so caught up in this life that 
I forget about what I can be doing to serve people for eternity.”

Whether through her sweet confections or counseling at the 
center, Bargers is at home serving others.

“I just want to brag on God. I’ve lived a good amount of life 
in my short life, and God’s carried me through all of it. He’s 
blessed me far beyond what I deserve,” she said. GN
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“I just want to brag on 
God. I’ve lived a good 
amount of life in my 
short life, and God’s 
carried me through 
all of it. He’s blessed 
me far beyond what
I deserve.”

- Morgan Bargers
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COUNTDOWN 
TO LIFTOFF

Shelbyville native works to return us to 
the moon and beyond.

By Tina Neeley

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

and submitted by Madison Martin

N OVEMBER 16, 2022. Countless viewers watched as the 
Artemis 1 Orion spacecraft stood at attention with an eye 

beyond the sky and waited patiently for the final countdown to 
lift off. As the countdown neared zero, Artemis launch director 
Charlie Blackwell-Thompson said, “The harder the climb, the 
better the view.” Upon hearing this, Madison Martin knew in 
her heart today that they would launch.

Long before liftoff, Martin’s climb to a seat at one of the 
launch control center consoles clearing the takeoff began.

She came from a household that valued brains over beauty, 
although Martin and her sister possessed both. She embraced 
their wise instruction early and kept in the back of her mind 
throughout her education that she’d need to be smart to make 
it in life. In her early days of college, her career choice began to 
come into focus.

“Growing up, my father did controls engineering. I had a 
passion for science and math at a very young age, but I never 
put two and two together until a career fair at the University 
of Memphis during my freshman year. I walked out of there 
thinking I could do engineering; there’s no reason I can’t,” 
said Martin. “So I called my dad and said, ‘Hey, Dad, how 
do you feel about me doing electrical engineering?’ And he 
paused for a moment, then said, ‘That’s a very hard major. 
Do you think you can do it?’ And I said, ‘Well, yeah, I can 
do it.’  I have always had high ambitions, and I’ve always 
been very competitive, so the thought of achieving some-
thing like that was kind of my driving factor, but also having 
a passion for science.”

Her passion for science and math was ignited in ninth grade. 
Martin jokes that Kelly Weiss’ physical science class may have 
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been the hardest science class she took, but she influenced the 
trajectory of Martin’s future.

“She had such a passion for teaching, and she had a passion 
for us learning different things about science. And that sparked 
my interest in physical science and eventually led me down the 
path of electrical engineering,” Martin said.

Melissa Barrett, her algebra one and advanced algebra teacher, 
advised Martin to take advanced algebra instead of calculus. The 
advice proved invaluable as she worked through her college courses. 

“While other people were taking calculus, I felt like I was 
behind, but she really instilled some of the fundamentals of 
algebra and the advanced fundamentals that I needed to get 
through some of those [college] calculus and math classes. 

Without the skills she really honed in on, I don’t know how 
I would have made it through college math,” said Martin. 
“I would love to shout out tons of others because there are 
tons of others that really sparked that passion for math and 
science and for learning in general. I love each and every one 
of them for it.”

 An internship with Carrier Corporation in Collierville 
during her final year led to a full-time position following grad-
uation. As the pace of the job increased, Martin considered 
broader opportunities. She ran across a job at Kennedy Space 
Center in Florida and quickly applied.

 “Within a couple of hours, the director of engineering for 
the contract company that I applied for contacted me personally 

Madison Martin and her former teacher, Kelly Weise ➤
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and asked if I wanted to set up an interview. I thought, ‘Oh my 
gosh, I’m interviewing at Kennedy Space Center. This is so cool.’ 
A couple of days later, they called me and told me I had been 
accepted. So then, of course, my life flipped upside down.”

Seizing the opportunity of a lifetime, Martin never imagined 
her electrical engineering degree choice would take her to the 
Kennedy Space Center, but it quickly did.

“If it weren’t for Carrier giving me the skills I needed in con-
trols engineering and with some of the software I learned there, I 
wouldn’t have been a fit for the job. So I always think that things 
happen in mysterious ways.”

And what a job it turned out to be! 

“I never once thought I 
might sit at a console at 
Kennedy Space Center 
for the next rocket 
launch for NASA.”

- Madison Martin

Martin and her teammates work on the Artemis 1 mission, 
the world’s only spacecraft designed to carry humans to deep 
space and return them to the moon. She is part of a dedicated 
exploration ground systems team working hand in hand with 
launch and mission control personnel. In fact, Martin was per-
sonally responsible for making a call to scrub the April 3, 2022, 
wet dress rehearsal of the Artemis 1 Orion spacecraft launch.

She said, “I would have never ever dreamed I would come 
to be an engineer in such a small niche. You go into electrical 
engineering thinking you’ll do power, or you might work in a 
manufacturing plant or be a consultant. I never once thought 
I might sit at a console at Kennedy Space Center for the next 
rocket launch for NASA.”

At T minus 30 seconds and counting, the Autonomous 
Launch Sequencer began counting down the liftoff of Orion to 
its maiden voyage to the moon.

The world waited for the words the team had worked so 
long to hear.

“And here we go! 7… 6… 5… 4… stage engines start… 3… 
2… 1!  Boosters and engines and liftoff of Artemis 1! We rise 
together back to the moon and beyond!”

Martin sat at her console as Artemis lifted off on November 
16, 2022, at 1:47 a.m.

“There were times in my college career that I wanted to give 
up. And I would call my mom, of course, and she’d say, ‘You can 
do it; just keep going.’ I’m very lucky that I had very supportive 
parents who gave me that platform as a young child to believe I 
can do anything I put my mind to.” GN
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1302 North Main St.
Shelbyville, TN 37160

222 S. Cannon Blvd., Shelbyville, TN • 931-684-3506
Corner Hwy. 55 & 50 Lynchburg, TN • 931-759-7236

Bedford-Moore 
Farmers Cooperative

Show Dad
He’s  
Awesome!

Indoor Pool Hours
Mon. - Fri. 6:30am - 11:00am (Members & Fitness Only)
11:00am - 7:00pm (Open Swim) 
Sat. 11:00am - 6:00pm • Sun. 1:00am - 5:00pm

Live Healthier

Outdoor Pool Hours
Memorial Day - Labor Day (Weekends only in Aug.)
Mon. - Sat. 11:00am - 6:00pm • Sun. 1:00pm - 5:00pm

Shelbyville Recreation Center
220 Tulip Tree Rd., Shelbyville • 931-684-9780
Mon. - Fri. 5:30am - 8:00pm • Sat. 8:00am - 7:00pm • Sun. 1:00pm - 6:00pm



T HROUGH THE years, we’ve seen 
this location change many times. But 

La Fiesta Grande is quickly becoming 
the most popular selection so far. Walking 
through these familiar doors, I was promptly 
greeted by a friendly face and offered my 
own choice of seating. While sitting at the 
window for a good view, the folks behind 
us had their fajitas delivered simultaneously. 
Steaming and sizzling so loudly, the entire 
restaurant could hear and smell the delicious 
meal they were about to have. 

As tempting as it was, I didn’t order 
the fajitas but opted for a chicken burrito 
with cheese sauce. It quickly arrived, and 
words cannot explain just how large this 
burrito was. With a steak knife sticking 
out of it as cheese sauce dripped off the 
sides, I took my first cut. The smell of 
fajita vegetables inside with rice and 

La Fiesta 
Grande
341 Bethany Lane
Shelbyville
(931) 492-5054
lafiestagrande.blizzfull.com
or find us on Facebook.

Good News is 
coming to dinner!

We will feature a local 
food critic’s thoughts as 
he dines in Shelbyville. 
This month Colby Prince  
visited La Fiesta Grande.

chicken was outstanding, the pinnacle 
of Mexican cuisine. There should be a 
challenge to eat an entire burrito in one 
sitting. Needless to say, I didn’t finish the 
burrito and had at least half left over to 
take home with me for later. 

From the familiar ambiance, the 
chips with freshly made salsa, or the 
gargantuan-sized dishes, you’ll love 
La Fiesta Grande just as much as I 
did. Seeing a successful restaurant 
finally returning to this location is so 
refreshing. So, let’s come together, as 
Shelbyville does, and help make our 
new friends successful. You’re sure to 
be satisfied with their daily specials and 
expansive menu. Come hungry, leave 
stuffed, and make room in the fridge for 
some leftovers. Also, follow along on 
Facebook to see their daily specials and 
mouthwatering dishes. GN

It’s always a party 
at La Fiesta Grande.

Welcome to the ring, the newest contender for excellent Mexican 
cuisine with the largest portions in town, La Fiesta Grande.
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flooringflooring
extremeextreme

Call us today! (931) 735-6700

Love Your 
Floor Again!

108 East Highland St., Shelbyville, TN 37160

• Carpet
• Tile & Grout

• Luxury Vinyl
• Hardwood

Dale Compton

JJ TIRE & BRAKETIRE & BRAKE
OOEL’SEL’S

923 Colloredo Blvd, Shelbyville, TN • 931-684-9000

MON-FRI • 7-5
SAT • 8-12

• Tires
• Brakes
• Alignments
• AC Repair
• Tune-ups
• Custom Exhaust
• Wheel Repair Joel Landers

Joel Landers
joelstireandbrakes.com

Contractors Call For BidContractors Call For Bid

904 Madison St. • Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-703-8158 or 931-684-4847
www.clantonpipeandsupply.com

If it’s made, we can get it!If it’s made, we can get it!
All types and sizes of corrugated metal 
and plastic culverts!  We offer 10 ft pcs!

takes an immense
amount of strength

to face, but you
don’t have to 

do it alone!
Take the first step 

and
CALL TODAY.

ADDICTIONADDICTION

Phone: 931-740-1191 | Fax: 931-650-3740
admissions@brookshealingcenter.com

brookshealingcenter.com

Addiction and
Co-Occurring

Treatment Center
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DESIGN & STYLE STUDIO
A Authentically Unique Haberdashery

Menswear/Tuxedos + Home Goods + Interior Design

(931) 639-3643
11 S. Main St. • Historic Uptown Shelbyville

Monday - Friday: 6:00 AM – 6:00 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Keith & Suzy Johnson {Owners} (931) 684-9688

Shelbyville, TN
CORNER CLEANERS

Make It A Day To

Remember
Wedding Gown Preservation 

Tuxedo Rental From

931-492-9090931-492-9090  

SERVING ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Visit Our New Website @ www.hprealtyco.com
Use our interactive map to search Tennessee listings

Put HP to work for YOU!

BUYING • SELLING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • LAND, LOTS & FARMS

306 Bethany Lane, Shelbyville, TN

Steven Flippo 
931-703-7790

Kris Gagnon
615-939-1537

Michael Allen 
931-580-5282

Jenny Burris
931-703-4793

Benita Caldwell 
931-703-6167

Brandi Dye
931-580-1835

SAME DAY 
GLASSES

Locally owned by folks you know & trust
Sandy Lupo & Nick Ellis

875 Union St., Shelbyville
(Across from Piggly Wiggly)
(931) 488-5778

On Most Prescriptions
Eye Exams Powered By 20/20 NOWEye Exams Powered By 20/20 NOW

Bedford County’s Locally-Owned Funeral Home and Crematory

24 Hour Obituary Line 931.684.0755 • feldhausmemorial.com

Helping Families & Friends elping Families & Friends Honor Their Loved OnesHonor Their Loved Ones

F ELDHAUS
MEMORIAL CHAPEL cremation services

Assurant
2022 N. Main St., Hwy 231 N., Shelbyville, TN 37160

931.684-8356 • feldhausmemorialchapel@gmail.com

All Shifts
No Experience Needed

Attendance, Quality & Safety Bonus
Full Benefits after 30 Days
Climate Controlled Facility

STARTING PAY
$15.00 Per Hour First Shift

$16.00 Per Hour Second and Third
$15.00 & $1.00 Shift Diff

APPLY IN PERSON TODAY AT:

NOW HIRING

508 Blue Ribbon Pkwy
Shelbyville, TN 37160

(931)  684-1665 •  CENTURYMOLD.COM
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Billy Pugh, Brenda Holder, and Margaret Polk➤
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C OUNTY FAIR beauty pageants are a long-held 
American tradition. To this day, they remain 

popular and draw a large crowd of family and friends 
to support those on stage. For many, it is a rite of 
passage that offers the experience of a lifetime.

Celebrating its 25th year is the Bedford County Fair 
beauty pageant, Fairest of the Fair. Running as long 
as the fair, the pageant has stood the test of time and 
continues to be one of the six-day event's most attended 
and unique parts.

Heading up the special event is the pageant 
coordinator, Brandi Smith. Smith has been with the fair 
for 16 years. 

“My sister won Fairest of the Fair in 2006,” said 
Smith. “An opening became available to head the 
pageant, and my mother stepped into the role after 
spending time with the pageant due to my sister 
being queen. I helped her from the beginning, and 
eventually, my mother got on the fair board and started 
attending more events. I then took over the pageant as 

The beauty of community 
Bedford County’s Fairest of the Fair brings together contestants for beloved event.

By Kali Bradford // Photos submitted by Brandi Smith

Sara Beth Stacy, Zoey Dixon, Fairest of the Fair Payton Davis, Savannah Butler, and Trinity Merrell➤
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PAGEANT SCHEDULE 

11 a.m.  Precious Miss (0-11 months)
11:30 a.m.  Baby Miss (12-23 months)
12 p.m. Toddler Miss (2-3 years)
12:30 p.m.  Tiny Miss (4-5 years)
1 p.m.  Petite Miss (6-7 years)
1:30 p.m.  Little Miss (8-10 years)
2 p.m. Junior Miss (11-12 years)
3 p.m.  Ms./Mrs. Bedford Supreme 
 (21-49 years, single or married)
3:30 p.m.  Golden Girl – In memory of Joan 
 Pimentel (50-plus years, single 
 or married)
4 p.m.  Young Miss Bedford County Fair 
 (13-15 years)
4:30 p.m. Past Queen Reunion
5 p.m. Miss Bedford County Fairest 
 of the Fair (16-20 years)

a volunteer, and then I also became a member of the 
fair board as well.” 

Smith said she loves helping contestants have fun 
through the entire process. She said fair pageants can 
instill a sense of confidence and joy for those involved. 

“I love getting to do something that's fun for the 
community,” she said. “Watching the contestants 
transform in their dresses, along with smiling from 
all the fun they are having. It’s great to have everyone 
together enjoying something positive.”

Participating ages for the pageant include newborns 
through 50-plus. Typically not in most pageants, 
Smith said they added what she has lovingly deemed 
the “Golden Girl” category in loving memory of Joan 
Pimentel. Pimental was a dedicated fair board member 
who was also in support of the pageant. 

“Joan always sat on the front row of the pageant, 
and she would always tell me that if I had a pageant 
for older women, she would participate in it,” explained 
Smith. “When she was diagnosed with cancer, I 
decided to add the “Golden Girls” in her honor. We 
continue that category each year in her remembrance.”

With around 100 contestants participating in the 
pageant each year, Smith said the true success of the 
pageant lies with the contestants themselves. She added 
that their courage to walk on stage and prepare for their 
big moment while they face fears and doubts head-on 
is inspiring. Win or lose, she feels everyone who takes 
part comes away feeling inspired by their determination 
and perseverance. 

The Fairest of the Fair will begin at 11 a.m. on Saturday, July 
8, and run throughout the day, concluding around 6 p.m. For 
more information on Bedford County’s Fairest of the Fair, visit 
online at bedfordcountytnfair.org. GN  

Sherri Potts, Stephanie Taylor, Tonya Preston, and Cindy Pascal➤ Joan Pimentel ➤
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C O M M U N I T Y 
E V E N T S

A rumblin’ good time
 
Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Nearest Green Distillery invited the public to come out 
and celebrate local law enforcement with their first Cops 
and Rodders Classic Car Show Cruise-In. The cruise-in 
featured cars of makes and models that car enthusiasts 
could ogle over. All donations and proceeds benefited the 
Shelbyville Police Benevolent Association.

Layla Shreve and 
Maddie Cleek

➤

 Carol Jean and Amber Chapman➤

Tori Martin, 
Sharon Sorrells, 

Wendy Martin, 
and Judi Beasley

➤

 Levi Hendrick, 
Raine Sims, 

and Jonathan 
Loawwell 

➤
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Locally Grown Plants 
since 1979
• Retail Greenhouse & Nursery
• Landscape Services
• Deliveries to Hospitals 
  & Funeral Homes

M&L Greenhouse
WE DELIVERWE DELIVER

Richard Davis (931) 684-5850
199 Benford Rd, Shelbyville, TN

For All Your Paint & Body Needs
New Location: 
1865 S. Cannon Blvd.
Shelbyville, TN 37160

Steve & Emily Brewer, owners

931-684-7068
damascusroad206@att.net

Russell Plaza - 120 Frank Martin Road, Shelbyville, TN
(931) 685-0986 info@midtnvascular.com

 

goodnewsmags.com/join

We want to build stronger communities 
through positive, local stories. We can’t 
do that without hiring talented writers, 
proofreaders, photographers, and designers. 
Apply online today.

Be a
force for
good



E V E N T S
C A L E N D A R

 June 17 

10:00 am Kingdom Evangelism
 High Calling Ministries
 2011 S. Cannon Blvd. 
 Shelbyville 

 
This evangelism training 
course is designed to 
be a practical overview 
of the ministry of 
evangelism and 

 soul-winning.

 June 19 

TBA TN State 
 4-H Show
 The Celebration 

Grounds
 1110 Evans St. 
 Shelbyville

 For more information 
contact Aaron Fischer 
(865) 974-7260. 

 

 June 21 

10:30 am Tom Mason & the 
Blue Buccaneers

 Fly Cultural Arts Center
 204 S. Main St. 
 Shelbyville

 Pirate sing-alongs for 
grades K-5.  
 
For more information 
contact Shelbyville-
Bedford County Public 
Library (931) 684-7323.

 June 24 

10:00 am Wizard Escape Room 
for Families

 Bedford County 
 Public Library
 220 S. Jefferson St. 
 Shelbyville

 The escape room is 
available for 45-minute 
sessions and free to 
register. Registration is 
required by Thursday, 
June 22.
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Browse our online gallery for free or 
purchase photos to be mailed to your 
home. All proceeds from photos go to  
local nonprofits.

 



For more events 
and to submit an 

event visit:
www.GoodNewsMags.com/
events or call 800-247-7318

For more events 
and to submit 
an event visit:

www.GoodNewsMags.com/events 
or call (800) 247-7318

 June 25 

8:00 pm Vive Chihuahua 
 Fest 2023
 Calsonic Arena
 721 Whitthorne St.
 Shelbyville

 June 27 

10:30 pm Sensory-Friendly 
Storytime

 Bedford County 
 Public Library
 220 S. Jefferson St. 
 Shelbyville

 Hosted by Spectrum 
Friends,a nonprofit 
organization whose 
mission is to provide 
resources to Tennessee 
communities in order 
to promote inclusion of 
autistic individuals.

 June 28 

10:30 am Mr. Bond’s 
 Science Guys
 Fly Cultural Arts Center
 204 S. Main St. 
 Shelbyville
 
 The Science Guys are 

coming to Shelbyville 
to show us some 
fun electromagnetic 
experiments.

 For more information 
contact Shelbyville-
Bedford County Public 
Library (931) 684-7323.
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A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X

We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.

G O O D  N E W S
S U P P O R T E R S

203 Holland St., Shelbyville, TN 37160

jonesheating.net

We’re Here To HELP! 
Schedule Your Spring 

Maintenance Checkup!

HVAC preventive maintenance is a wise 
and worthwhile investment: 
•  Save money 
• Stay covered under warranty 
• Improve your air quality 
• Improve your comfort 
• Help the environment 
• Give yourself greater peace of mind

Call Jones Heating & Cooling TODAY 
to schedule your cleaning & maintenance check! 

What if – for a relatively small investment – you could 
save money, breathe cleaner air, enjoy increased safety 

and comfort in your home, and help the environment 
while boosting your overall peace of mind?

931-735-6363
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