
By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

A
lmaden students shared sci‐
ence projects, educating the
community at a recent

Almaden Valley Community Asso‐
ciation meeting.  

Middle and high school students
who participated in the Synopsys
Science & Technology Champi‐
onship showcased their project‐
based research, sharing complex
theories and scholarly vocabulary
with an eager audience. Students
animatedly conversed with inter‐
ested residents who studied posters
describing the students’ concepts,
procedures and conclusions.

Among those in attendance were
San Jose District 10 Councilmem‐
ber Arjun Batra and Congressman
Jimmy Panetta, who gave students
warm handshakes and certificates.

Jeanelle, a Stratford San Jose Mid‐
dle School eighth grader, showed

off two works: FilterEye, an elec‐
tronic alert for when air filters need
changing and CONDUITS, a wel‐
come mat device designed to unlock
doors. The latter uses algorithms
and custom printed circuit boards
inside a compact, waterproof touch‐
pad. 

“I was helping my dad change out
a filter for an HVAC system. We got
the ladder, did all the work and
realized the filter wasn’t dirty,”
Jeanelle said of her inspiration for
FilterEye, which uses light and pres‐
sure sensors to determine the opti‐
mal time to change a filter.

Motivated by stories of her grand‐
father, who suffered from arthri‐
tis, struggling to open doors, she cre‐
ated CONDUITS, which use a foot‐
controlled rhythmic pattern to
unlock them. 

Leland High School 10th grader
Shreyas believes a high‐mass ninth
planet exists in the deep edges of
the solar system, based upon
numerous comets coming toward
Earth with irregular trajectories.
Using computer programming lan‐
guage Visual Python, he simulated
the solar system, applying New‐
ton’s law of universal gravitation.

Neil, a Harker Upper School 10th
grader passionate about the envi‐
ronment, explored the effects of
freshwater acidification on hydra
(small freshwater organisms) and
daphnia (water flea) populations.
He said due to climate change and
pollution, fresh water has become

See SCIENCE FAIR, page 15
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By Joseph Geha
San José Spotlight

A
hilltop in Almaden Valley is set to be
developed with 10 single‐family homes
following years of delays.

Sridhar Pillarisetty, a Fremont resident who
owns and is developing the land, plans to put
the homes up on a nearly 8‐acre parcel near
the corner of Coleman Avenue and Almaden
Expressway, across from Almaden Lake Park.
His proposal for 5827 Brasilia Way earned a
renewed approval from the city’s planning
director Wednesday.

The project dates back nearly a decade, as
the San Jose City Council approved a zoning
change to clear a path for the homes in June
2014, according to city staff reports. While a
significant portion of the project’s approvals
and permits are still valid following several
extensions, an expired project map needed
to be updated for the potential development
move ahead.

Pillarisetty said the property was under dif‐

ferent ownership until fall
2021, when he purchased it.
Since then, some delays
occurred when there were
miscommunications between
Pillarisetty and his former
business partner in charge of
working with the city on mov‐
ing the development forward,
he said.

Now, the project is back on
track, he said.

“I want this to be done yesterday,” Pil‐
larisetty told San José Spotlight. “There are
not going to be any more delays on my side.”

Despite the significant hurdles—including
an environmental review and zoning change—
being approved in 2014, some neighbors
spoke out against the project at the recent hear‐
ing.

A man named Tejus, who said he lives near‐
by and did not give a last name, thinks the
project should be reduced to six or eight

homes instead of 10, and is concerned the
environmental review is incorrect about
impacts from the project, though he didn’t
elaborate.

A neighbor named Evan, who said he lives
at the base of the hill, said the project would
be an “eyesore,” and he is concerned about
privacy. He also did not give a last name.

See DEVELOPMENT, page 12

Almaden students shared their science fair projects with the community.

Almaden students showcase their science fair projects

This hilltop in San Jose's Almaden Valley is slated to
be developed with 10 homes after years of delays.
Photo by Annalise Freimarck. 

Almaden hilltop development
moves forward after delays

Save the Date for
July 4 Fireworks!

Celebrate the 4th of July
at Almaden Lake Park

with a spectacular 
Fireworks Show! 

Festival at Almaden
Lake Park begins at 

3 p.m. Fireworks 
Spectacular starts 
about 9:15 p.m. 

(See ad on page 3.) 

District 10 Councilmember Arjun
Batra appreciates community input.

Town Hall with 
District 10
Councilmember
Arjun Batra

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

H
ousing the homeless and
city beautification were the
focus of District 10 Coun‐

cilmember Arjun Batra’s recent
Town Hall.

Batra said the City Council will
review and vote on issues affect‐
ing the unhoused at its June 6
meeting. 

San Jose will receive 200 tiny
homes as part of Gov. Gavin New‐
som’s State Small Home Initiative.
A location at Monterey and Bernal
roads is being considered. Cali‐
fornia's cities and counties
became eligible for $1 billion in
state funding in March after 

See BATRA, page 16
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By William Bellou
Publisher

R
estorative nature is occur‐
ring in California’s wild‐
lands, after an unusual num‐

ber of winter storms which fol‐
lowed years of drought and for‐
est fires.

With nature’s restoration comes
a warning from wildlife officials,
“Be careful outdoors as wildlife is
surging across California.”

Some wildlife to be careful of
include bears, coyotes, mountain
lions, rattle snakes, and even rare
plant species that hadn’t been seen
for decades such as the Santa Ynez
Groundstar. “So, be careful where

you put your hands and feet.” 
A CDFW spokesperson explained

that many vernal pool plant
species have seeds that can remain
dormant for many years, an adap‐
tation that allows them to survive
extended drought periods and
“flourish in wet years like the one
we had earlier this year.” 

“Storms resulted in a boost of
native plant and wildlife species,
and what’s good for the ecosys‐
tem can also pose dangers and
threats to those who are getting
ready to explore nature again,”
said Ken Paglia, a spokesperson
for the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife. 

While now is an incredible time
to get out and explore a replen‐
ished California, the first things to
remember are to be aware and to
exercise caution.   

“It’s a time to be mindful if you’re
planning on heading out there,”
he said. “We want to remind peo‐
ple who are getting out there this
weekend and beyond to be a lit‐
tle extra vigilant. Make small
adjustments to the way you’re
using and interacting with nature.” 

Hungry bears are waking up!  
Bears faced an extra‐long, extra

snowy winter that could change
the bears’ behavior, including
pushing them to places that could
result in more interaction with
humans in the Lake Tahoe and
Yosemite regions of California, and
according to statements released
by the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) earlier
this year, that bears “will be emerg‐
ing soon, and they will be hungry!”
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N O T E B O O K

Wildlife officials warn:
‘Be careful outdoors as
wildlife surges’

A mother stands over her dead cub in Yosemite National Park. The CDFW
warns to be cautious of orphaned cubs and yearlings which are often skinny
or small for their age and do not fear people, which can pose a risk to every-
one who approaches them. Photo courtesy of Yosemite National Park.

Olympic Gold Medalist
Kristi Yamaguchi’s 
Family Literacy Festival
to be held June 10 
Event offers celebrity and author
story readings as well as family‑
friendly entertainment

By William Bellou
Publisher

C
elebrities, Olympic athletes and Grammy award‐
winning musicians will come together Satur‐
day, June 10 for the inaugural Family Literacy

Festival hosted by the San José Public Library Foun‐
dation, Kristi Yamaguchi’s Always Dream, and Chil‐
dren’s Discovery Museum. 

The event will feature readings by Olympic Gold
Medalist Kristi Yamaguchi, U.S. Silver Figure Skating
Champion Polina Edmunds, Olympic Bronze Medal‐
ists Maia and Alex Shibutani (ShibSibs) and children’s
book authors New York Times bestselling author Jen‐
nifer Fosberry, Tim McCanna, and Maggie Tokuda
Hall, as well as performances from Grammy‐winners
Alphabet Rockers and children’s musician AndyZ.

The event is the brainchild of Olympic Gold Medal‐
ist, mother, and children’s book author Kristi Yam‐
aguchi who established Always Dream to increase
early childhood literacy rates among underserved
communities. “By collaborating with Children’s Dis‐
covery Museum and the San Jose Public Library Foun‐
dation, we can align our resources and create a day‐
long celebration highlighting the importance of lit‐
eracy in a fun, interactive environment, it’s all about
the power of one,” she said. 

The festival will take place at Children’s Discovery
Museum located at 180 Woz Way, San Jose, CA 95110
on Saturday, June 10 from 9:30 a.m.‐ 12:30 p.m. for
the morning session or 1:30 p.m.‐ 4:30 p.m. for the
afternoon session. Tickets can be purchased in advance
online or at the door on June 10. 

“We know from decades of research that reading
to children opens the door to a brighter future by
improving academic performance and supporting
brain development. The San Jose Public Library Foun‐
dation is thrilled to co‐host the Family Literacy Fes‐
tival and hopes it will inspire more families to dis‐
cover the joys and immense benefits of reading togeth‐
er. It’s going to be a terrific event,” said Dawn Cop‐
pin, chief executive officer of the San Jose Public
Library Foundation.

Families will be able to enjoy all the Museum has
to offer along with celebrity and author story read‐
ings, hands‐on activities, art projects, and family‐
friendly entertainment. In addition, there will be an
interactive Mobile Learning Adventure in the muse‐
um's West Wing Gallery showing parents the impor‐
tance of early childhood education, while they and
their children engage in fun activities that explore future
occupations, including costumes, passports, and a
photo booth. 

“Literacy is so essential for children to succeed in
school and life,” said Marilee Jennings, executive direc‐
tor of Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose. “The
Always Dream and San Jose Public Library Founda‐
tion have both transformed the lives of many young

readers, especially those from disadvantaged fami‐
lies, a community that the museum cares deeply about.
Kristi and the San Jose Public Library Foundation
have been friends of the museum for many years ‐
we’re proud to partner with them to open more doors
for more children."

Capacity is limited so interested families should
reserve their spot now. 

Always Dream 
Kristi Yamaguchi’s Always Dream ensures children

and families from underserved communities have
access to high‐quality books in the home environ‐
ment and extensive family engagement support.

San Jose Public Library Foundation  
The San José Public Library Foundation provides

advocacy, financial support, and leadership to San
Jose public libraries and educational programs
throughout the city to create an educated, equitable,
and engaged community.

Children’s Discovery Museum    
Kids lead the way at Children’s Discovery Museum

of San Jose, exploring and discovering through open‐
ended, play‐based learning. Over 150 hands‐on
exhibits and programs in the sciences, humanities,
the arts, nature, and health spark curiosity and ignite
family fun where children build life skills in creative
and critical thinking, problem solving, and confidence. 

The inaugural Family Literacy Festival hosted by the San
José Public Library Foundation, Kristi Yamaguchi’s Always
Dream, and Children’s Discovery Museum features read-
ings by Olympic Gold Medalist Kristi Yamaguchi.
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San José Mayor
announces success
of Quick-Build 
Communities as
homelessness drops

S
an José Mayor Matt Mahan joined Coun‐
cilmember Pam Foley (D9), LifeMoves,
and formerly unhoused individuals to

reveal encouraging new data from the most
recent Santa Clara County Point‐in‐Time (PIT)
Count on June 1. 

The PIT count marks a 10.7% reduction in
unsheltered homelessness and a 4.7% reduc‐
tion in overall homelessness in the City of San
José from 2022 to 2023. This is the second
year in a row that homelessness has been
reduced after almost a decade of climbing
rates. These reductions correspond to the
city’s Emergency Interim Housing or Quick‐
Build Communities coming online. 

The Point‐in‐Time (PIT) count is a tally of
sheltered and unsheltered people experi‐
encing homelessness on a single night in Jan‐
uary. The United States Department of Hous‐

ing and Urban Development (HUD) requires
Continuums of Care to conduct an annual
count of people experiencing homelessness
– those sheltered in emergency shelter, tran‐
sitional housing, and Safe Havens and those
sleeping outdoors on a single night. 

The count provides data used for federal fund‐
ing allocations and national estimates of home‐
lessness. While the data captured is a snapshot
of the wider homelessness crisis, the demon‐
strable progress reflects San José’s increased
investments into quick‐build developments,
the fastest and most cost‐effective means of
providing housing to homeless residents.

“This data proves that changing status quo
policies can change our results for the bet‐
ter,” said San José Mayor Matt Mahan. “These
numbers show for the second year in a row
that our increased investments in quick‐build
communities are working. It’s long past time
to put more dollars toward housing‐now solu‐
tions that move people from our streets and
creeks into safe, dignified housing faster and
more cost‐effectively than what we’ve been
doing.” 

The data being released today is consid‐
ered preliminary; data for other cities with‐
in Santa Clara County and the full report are
currently being analyzed and will be released
later this year.

Times Community News

Strokes awareness
is important in
both our region and
the nation

By Arjun Batra 
District 10

S
trokes are the leading
cause of disability and the
5th leading cause of death

in our region and nation. 
In the US, nearly 1 million

strokes are reported annually,
with about 4,000 occurring in
Santa Clara County alone. 

I recently proclaimed Stroke
Awareness Month; and as we
continue to shed light on stroke
awareness, it is important to
highlight an individual who has
played a pivotal role in stroke
awareness ‐ our very own pre‐
vious District 10 Councilmember and Vice
Mayor, Pat Dando. I thank Bob Dando, Pat’s
husband, for joining us in the council cham‐
bers for the proclamation.

In 2001, Pat Dando experienced a stroke
and was fortunate to receive immediate
medical attention at San José's Good Samar‐
itan Hospital, which had an active stroke

program and a 24‐hour stroke team. Thanks
to the quick assessment, state‐of‐the‐art
technology, and quality treatment she
received, Pat made a complete recovery. Her
personal experience led her to realize the
lack of stroke awareness and the importance
of timely treatment for a full recovery.

Motivated by her own journey, Pat co‐
founded the Stroke Awareness Foundation

(SAF) with stroke survivors
Charles Toeniskoetter and
Charles E. Hoffman in 2002.
Their aim was to reduce the
occurrence of stroke and ensure
optimal medical care for stroke
patients in Santa Clara County.

Despite advice to keep her
story private, Pat chose to share
her experience, viewing it as an
opportunity to improve the
quality of life in her communi‐
ty. Her advocacy led to impor‐
tant changes in stroke care,
including improvements to the
Santa Clara County EMS Triage
System for stroke patients.

Pat Dando's impact extended
beyond stroke awareness; she became an
icon for the City of San José and a true cham‐
pion of Stroke Care. Her influence even
altered the direction of careers, inspiring
individuals to focus on stroke causes and
treatments.

To learn more about her impacts, visit
www.strokeinfo.org.

District 10
Report
Arjun Batra

Councilmember,
District 10

Preliminary data from the 2022 Point-in-Time Count for San José 
2022 2023 % Change

Overall 6,650 6,340 -4.7%
Sheltered 1,675 1,929 12.9%
Unsheltered 4,975 4,411 -10.7%
Chronic 1,906 1,971 3.4%
Vets 336 342 1.8%
Youth 801 646 -19.4%
Families (individuals) 401 891 122.2%
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Times Community News

Update: Bills advance
out of the Senate 

By Dave Cortese
District 15 State Senator 

I
n the beginning of the year, I introduced a
2023 package of bills that lift up Californi‐
ans from all walks of life — from working

families, to educators, to young people facing
unique challenges. My bills will keep people
safe, protect civil rights, and open opportuni‐
ty for young people to find professional suc‐
cess.  

At the end of May, my colleagues passed my
legislation off the Senate floor. The bills now
advance to policy committees in the State
Assembly. The Assembly will then pass bills
to the Governor for his signature. Here are
some of my bills that passed off the Senate
floor last month:  

Establishing opioid preven‑
tion and education programs
in California schools: SB 10
gives school staff, students, and
their families information about
the growing fentanyl crisis. It
would also give educators and
other school staff the knowledge
and tools to save a child who
overdoses on campus by requir‐
ing that school safety plans
include strategies for address‐
ing drug overdoses. School safe‐
ty plans are comprehensive doc‐
uments that cover a range of
emergencies and dangerous
activity that can occur at school, including
active shooters, hate crimes, bullying and dis‐
crimination, and natural disasters. Yet the plans
are not required to address overdoses. Mean‐
while, fentanyl is killing 18 Californians a day
and is responsible for one in every five deaths
of young people. In Santa Clara County, the
number of youth who died of fentanyl has
increased by 365 percent in recent years, killing
135 young people in 2021, the latest year that
data is available. We must take action now and
protect students from this lethal drug that is
laced into many types of recreational drugs. 

Establishing a statewide guaranteed
income program for homeless students: SB
333 would give unhoused students finishing
high school $1,000 a month for five months to
help them enroll in college or enter the work‐
force. High schools offer homeless students a
support network that can include free coun‐
seling, school supplies, transportation, and

meals. But when these students exit high school,
all that school support goes away. It’s the worst
time to rip away a young person’s support sys‐
tem. Why are we graduating approximately
15,000 kids each year into life on the streets?
Let’s break the cycle of poverty with guaran‐
teed income for those few crucial months when
young people have the energy, optimism and
passion to get into a good college or career.

Creating high‑quality jobs in Green Indus‑
try: SB 740 would require workers in emerg‐
ing green industries to belong to a ‘skilled and
trained’ workforce, meaning they work in
apprenticeable occupations. This would extend
the same labor requirements to industries like
hydrogen and biofuels manufacturing that are
currently applied to petroleum refineries. SB
740 is focused on protecting communities from
industrial disasters, because a skilled and
trained workforce operates with a greater
knowledge base and can better prevent fac‐

tory mishaps. We want to safe‐
guard the environment, protect
communities and workers, and
build the economy by ensuring
that the jobs of the future also pro‐
vide for workers and their fami‐
lies.

Removing child sex abuse
material from social media: SB
646 would give social media com‐
panies two days to remove child
sex abuse material — commonly
known as child pornography —
after it is reported by the victim
or their legal guardian. Failure to
remove the material after two days
would make the social media plat‐

form liable for up to $200,000 in civil dam‐
ages. Every second that photos and videos
depicting child sex abuse are available on social
media, the people exploited and victimized by
that content can be further traumatized. Child
sex abuse material is not protected speech —
it is digitized rape, and it’s time to require
social media companies to take it down.

I applaud my Senate colleagues for sup‐
porting this legislation, and my constituents
who inspire me each day. As always, please
feel free to reach out to me with any questions,
comments or concerns. I can be reached at
senator.cortese@sen.ca.gov 

Editor’s note: Senator Dave Cortese repre‑
sents State Senate District 15, which encom‑
passes much of Santa Clara County in the heart
of Silicon Valley. He chairs the Senate Labor,
Public Employment and Retirement Commit‑
tee. Visit Senator Cortese’s website: https://
sd15.senate.ca.gov

Senate
Report

By Dave Cortese
State Senator
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Times Feature

Scouts honor
American heroes 
Flags placed on headstones
at Oak Hill Cemetery

By William Bellou
Publisher

I
n a heartfelt display of patriotism and
respect, a group of dedicated Scouts
embarked on a mission to honor Amer‐

ican heroes by placing American flags on
the headstones at Oak Hill Cemetery in
San Jose.

The solemn act, carried out on Saturday,
May 27, serves as a poignant tribute to
those who have served and sacri‐
ficed for the ideals of our great
nation. Oak Hill Cemetery is a
revered location that holds the
memories of countless servicemen
and wo‐men, has become a focal
point forthis remarkable initiative.

Led by the Silicon Valley Mon‐
terey Bay Council, Boy Scouts of
America, a team of enthusiastic
Scouts, along with their commit‐
ted leaders, meticulously adorned
the final resting places of veterans
and fallen soldiers with the iconic
Stars and Stripes.

With unwavering determination
and a deep sense of gratitude, the
Scouts demonstrated their com‐

mitment to honoring the brave men and
women who selflessly defended the Unit‐
ed States. As they meticulously placed each
flag with care and reverence, they acknowl‐
edged the sacrifice made by these coura‐
geous individuals and the immeasurable
debt of gratitude owed to them.

The impact of the Scouts' efforts extends
beyond the physical act itself. By engag‐
ing in this solemn tradition, they encour‐
age the community to join them in paying
tribute to the fallen, reminding us all of the
enduring legacy left by those who dedicated
their lives to protect the values we hold
dear.

For more information about Silicon Val‑
ley Monterey Bay Council, please visit
www.svmbc.org 

Hands‑on coding classes and STEM
education are uniquely positioned to
help students beat the “summer slide”

I
Code, a leading innovator in STEM edu‐
cation for K‐12 students around the
world, announced the opening of four

additional locations in California. 
Students living in or near San Jose, Cuper‐

tino, and Palo Alto, will soon be able to
enjoy the company’s renowned instructor‐
led lessons and hands‐on applications, as
well as a host of summer programming
designed to keep kids engaged and having
fun throughout the extended break.

“Teaching kids how to code is the language
of the future,” iCode Founder Abid Abedi
recently told The Jeff Crilley Show. “Regard‐
less of what profession they want to go in,
they have to understand tech. We have
more than 28 camps we’re offering this
summer that serve a variety of interests.”

To celebrate iCode’s expansion, franchise
owners are rolling out a series of STEM
camps for kids from June 13 through August
16, at locations in all four cities. Discount‐
ed pricing is available and program offerings
include:
Creative Lab: 3D Printing & Design
Game Builder : Creating with Con‑
struct 3
Game Master : Multiplayer Game
Development with Construct 3
Drone Code : Programming with
Python 3
Lego EV3: Robot Squads : Engineering

Team Challenge
Minecraft: Modding Adventure
YouTube Creator : Learn Production
Basics
Lego EV3 ‑ Battle of the Bots : Tourna‑
ment of Champions
Digital DJ: Creating Music with Sonic
Pi
Jr Programmer: Intro to 2D Game
Development with Scratch
Unreal Designer: 3D Game Develop‑
ment with UE5

State standardized test scores released last
October show fewer than 3 in 10 of Califor‐
nia’s children meet state standards for sci‐
ence. Research shows that children can lose
up to 40% of their learning over summer
break. This is the perfect time to strengthen
those skills and have fun doing it!

iCode’s unique and researched approach
prepares students to compete in a digital
and global workforce. In addition to STEM
skills, the curriculum also teaches a host of
soft skills like time management, team‐
work, presentation and communication
skills, and strategic thinking.

Campus Directors are available for remote
or in‐person interviews to talk more about
iCode’s summer programming options, the
new California locations, as well as the
growing demand for STEM education and
skills‐based learning. 

For more information, contact Mia Kim;
(408) 320‐6098; mia.kim@icodeschool.
com; https://icodeschool.com/sanjos‐
esoutheast

iCode to open four new California locations,
offers discounted STEM summer camps for kids
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Publication day: June 21, 2023
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Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com
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This landscape plan image shows the approximate layout of where 10 homes would be built on an
8-acre hilltop parcel in San Jose’s Almaden Valley. Image courtesy of San Jose. 

Development
Continued from page 1

“The largest property that’s being built
faces down directly into our homes, into our
shower, through the glass windows at the
back of our home,” he said. Other neighbors
also shared the same concern.

However, city staff and past city docu‐
ments said existing homes would be
screened from the new homes by dozens of
existing trees, and additional live oak trees
the developer will plant.

Some neighbors said there was a fire on
the hill last year and they are concerned the
property owner hasn’t properly maintained
the weeds and grass. Pillarisetty said a main‐
tenance worker would be sent to the prop‐
erty this week to begin addressing the weeds,
and pledged the property would be main‐
tained going forward.

The project could begin grading soon, and
construction could start in about six months,
Pillarisetty said. He estimates the project
could be complete in a little more than two
years.

Please support our 
advertisers! They make the
ALMADEN TIMES possible.
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The Meadowverse
By Matthew Frazier

Expert Certified Water Manager
Qualified Stormwater Manager

Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper

T
he rains and winds of April
have yielded proper hy‐
dration for the environs

which grace the valleys of Santa
Clara County’s Almaden Valley. 

These torrential rains and
winds were almost immediate‐
ly followed by sunshine and sub‐
stantial heat. With the prolifer‐
ation of wild flowers and grass‐
es, there is much to admire in
these valleys of our county. 

One new practice I and my fam‐
ily have adopted is letting our
turf lawn in our front yard grow
wild. Essentially transforming a
manicured turf lawn into a mead‐
ow adorned by wild flowers and wild grasses. 

The turf grass blends we use as well as the
sod rolls yield a variety of grasses of various
lengths and thicknesses. Among the grasses
are volunteers or weeds which flower pro‐
fusely and bring us an array of colors which
rival those seen along the boulevards and
streets. Many of these wild flowers and wild
grasses attract both migratory and native birds
and insects. 

Just yesterday, I watched a troupe of war‐
blers forage for seeds among the tufts of the
dandelions growing wild in our front yard.
Along with these small birds come others with
a similar intent, foraging for food and nesting
materials. Sparrows and a plethora of other birds
of various sizes appeared and took full advan‐
tage of the flowering weeds which have
emerged in the front yard. 

While driving to and from work, I see through
the chain linked fences, wild flowers and grass‐
es of various types with an abundance of wild
birds ad insects congregating and flurrying
about. In earlier column entries, I have made
mention of beneficial weeds which draw ben‐
eficial insects with their blooms. There have
been many occasions while working in the gar‐
den centers and nurseries in my past to have
witnessed the waves of birds and insects arriv‐
ing and searching. 

With the drought now seemingly under con‐

trol, we can return to irrigating our turf lawns
at night within the parameters set by our water
agencies and water districts. Checking the fore‐
cast and irrigating accordingly is still highly rec‐
ommended. With late spring upon us now, run‐
ning our sprinklers at 9:00pm for 15 minutes
two nights per week is plenty of irrigation for

our turf lawns. We can relax and
let our turf lawns grow long and
let the flowering weeds emerge
and thrive as well. 

We will see birds and insects
which we would normally not.
Abstaining from the use of her‐
bicides and insecticides in con‐
junction with this is also highly
recommended. In a future entry,
I will mention some native insec‐
tary flowers. Along with letting
our turf lawn grow long and let‐
ting wild flowering weeds
emerge and thrive, there will be
a substantial reduction in our
water bills. Watering at night

and letting the lawns grow wild will be well
worth the effort as we see wave after wave of
birds and insects. The culmination of our lawns
as meadows will bring us into a new frontier…
The Meadowverse®. Carpe Verde … Seize The
Green!

Times Feature

Water Wise
Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water

Manager
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THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240

JACKIE 
JONES

(408) 315-6186
www.jackiejonessells.com

jjones@cbnorcal.com
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DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

Your Realtor
Ad Here: 
Just $89!

Call now to place your ad 
by phone: (408) 494-7000

SHAWN 
ANSARI

shawn.ansari@compass.com
www.ShawnAnsari.com

DRE #01088988

(408) 529-4574

Times News

Senate passes Senator
Cortese’s film safety
bill spurred by ‘Rust’
movie tragedy

T
he State Senate on Wednesday passed
legislation by Senator Dave Cortese estab‐
lishing landmark safety rules on motion

picture productions. 
SB 735, a bill that was spurred by the 2021

death of a cinematographer on the ‘Rust’ film
set, establishes a first‐in‐the‐nation regulato‐
ry process for keeping workers safe. The bipar‐

tisan bill reflects months of nego‐
tiations between studios and
labor representatives.

“SB 735 is a case of progress
rising out of tragedy. While our
discussions with film studios and
their unions followed a heart‐
breaking death on a movie set,
the legislation evolved into a
greater effort to protect televi‐
sion and film workers from seri‐
ous injury and death,” Cortese
said. “SB 735 will bring great
uniformity to film and television
in this prolific era of streaming
by reducing threats and keeping workers safe.”   

The bill protects film and television work‐
ers by establishing clear, mandatory guide‐

lines around the use of firearms and ammuni‐
tion on sets, among other provisions. It estab‐
lishes training requirements and safety stan‐

dards to ensure that prop
firearms and blanks are
handled safety, and pro‐
hibits the use of live am‐
munition except in the
most limited circum‐
stances. 

SB 735 also creates the
five‐year Safety on Set
pilot program requiring
any employer who re‐
ceives a motion picture tax
credit to hire an inde‐
pendent safety advisor to
conduct preproduction

risk assessments, and oversee safety practices
and procedures in motion picture, television,
and streaming productions.  

The “Rust” movie set where an accidental shooting took place in 2021.
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Wow! 3672 meals for the hungry!

Science Fair
Continued from page 1
more acidic, creating imbalances in ecosys‐
tem populations. Using various pH condi‐
tions, he found in more acidic conditions,
daphnia populations increase while hydra
populations decrease. 

Katarina, a 10th grade Presentation High
School student, used an artificial intelligence
image classifier to sort recyclables. She envi‐
sions the scanner as a phone app to help
people tell what can be recycled.

“Pollution is an increasing problem in our
world today as more and more waste ends
up in the environment,” she said. “A lot of it
is caused by the improper disposal of mate‐
rials.”

Pioneer High School 10th grader Jinwo
investigated whether transferring stem cells
into cells producing insulin could help chil‐
dren suffering from diabetes. Jinwo said the
next step would be considering what kind
of stem cells are the most effective and effi‐
cient.

“Finding out 1.1 million children (global‐
ly) suffer from diabetes,” he said, “I feel that
this is the right topic for me.” 

Haripriya, an eighth grader at Challenger
School, Almaden, studied how smart respon‐
sive polymers can be used to artificially cre‐
ate organic materials compatible to the
human body. 

Mahika, a ninth grader at Leland High
School, researched how to identify harmful
space junk. She said this debris can harm
satellites and the International Space Sta‐
tion. In May 2021, NASA said more than
27,000 pieces of orbital debris were tracked.
Mahika said materials should be used which
can burn up upon reentry. She created an
image processing computer system able to
determine if an image taken from space is a
planet, star or space debris.

Harker School eighth grader Heather inves‐
tigated the effect of different frequencies of
traffic noise on the mating attraction of Gryl‐
lodes sigillatus (crickets), which communi‐
cate by chirping. They found as traffic noise
frequency increased, crickets were less
attracted to each other.

“Our experiment has shown higher fre‐
quencies are having a more detrimental
impact on the environment,” she said. “We
can work to create more effective traffic noise
barriers to improve our environment and
lessen our impact.” 

Vedant, an 11th grader at Silver Creek High
School, worked to create a predictive model
for wetland eutrophication, the process by
which a body of water becomes enriched
with minerals and nutrients. He said the drive
for his project came when he was volun‐
teering at the Elkhorn Slough and observed
bodies of water covered with algae. He used
data to create a model pinpointing the high‐
est concentration of nutrients, which he said
are increased by fertilizers. 

Bellarmine College Preparatory School
ninth grader Viraj researched how crop yields
could be enhanced and crop disease mini‐
mized. He said Graphene Quantum Dots act
as fertilizer and determine the dryness of
soil. 

“There’s already hunger in the world and
it’s only going to get worse,” he said, adding
he hopes his project will show how useful

See SCIENCE FAIR, page 17

Times Cover Story

Jeanelle (left), a Stratford San Jose Middle School eighth grader, showed off two works: FilterEye and CONDUITS. Katarina (center), a 10th grade Presentation
High School student, used an artificial intelligence image classifier to sort recyclables. Neil (right), a Harker Upper School 10th grader, explored the effects of
freshwater acidification on hydra (small freshwater organisms) and daphnia (water fleas).  
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Times Cover Story

5635 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95123

Batra
Continued from page 1
committing to reducing homelessness by
15% statewide by 2025. To assist in this
effort, Gov. Gavin Newsom is deploying 1,200
small homes throughout the state.

An Emergency Interim Housing movable
sleeping cabin community is being consid‐
ered by the City at Via Del Oro and San Igna‐
cio Avenue. Batra said Dignity Moves would
provide cabins on land donated for five years
by John Sobrato. Batra said the city would
have to pay for installation and moving the
cabins. Staff recommends conditional
approval of the site pending a cost‐benefit
evaluation. 

Referring to a BeautifySJ vehicle blight
report, Batra said the city is working to
improve vehicle compliance. Batra said as
the city tows about 3,600 vehicles a year at
a high cost to owners, it will issue courtesy
warning notices to owners first. He said the
owners should bring nonworking vehicles
to junk yards or come
into compliance with
those in use.

According to the San
Jose Police Department,
a vehicle may not be
parked on a public
street for more than 72
hours without moving,
parked in violation of
posted rules, aban‐
doned or have an ex‐
pired registration for
more than six months.

Traffic calming meas‐
ures are in the works
for both Via Valiente
and Elmwood Drive.
Protected bike lanes on
Via Valiente are being
considered, as well as
speed bumps for Choc‐
taw, Elwood and Hamp‐
ton drives. 

Among D10 beautifi‐
cation projects are new
murals for Almaden
Community Center and Santa Teresa and
Vineland Branch Libraries. Park projects
are underway throughout the district from
repairs to weed abatement. Trees and native
plants were installed at Glenview Park with
bark to come and gopher wire was installed
at Jeffrey Fontana Park with sod to follow. 

Housing advocate Martha O’Connell asked
Batra to vote for a new land use designa‐
tion for Villa Teresa Mobile Community and
Imperial San Jose Mobile Estates. This des‐
ignation limits the development of high den‐
sity, market rate housing as it requires the
City Council to approve requests to convert
a mobile home park for alternative use.
O’Connell said Mayor Matt Mahan kept his
word, acting on behalf of the mobile home
parks by including them in the budget. 

“Your previous councilmember, now
mayor, has kept his word,” Batra said, “and
we are here to support those kinds of
actions.”

Resident Emily Becker objected to a plan
to remove 129 trees due to Kaiser Perma‐
nente’s new hospital project at Santa Tere‐
sa Boulevard and Cottle Road. She said 76

trees are healthy and 31 are on the perime‐
ter of the construction site. 

“I know San Jose has a strong commit‐
ment both to Our City Forest and taking
action against climate change,” she said, ask‐
ing Batra to see if some of the trees can be
preserved.

Resident Koshy George shared his frus‐
tration with the abuse, bullying and bigotry
his family receives from a next‐door neigh‐
bor. In addition to racial slurs, the neighbor
harasses their guests and obstructs the city
from picking up their garbage and recycling.
George said it is traumatizing for them to
endure this day in and day out.

“Nobody should suffer like this,” he said,
adding other minority families also live in
fear because of this man. 

Batra said he was sorry to hear it, espe‐
cially in San Jose which takes pride in its
diversity. 

“I’ll try my best to get some breakthrough,”
Batra said.

Resident Roberta Howe also sympathized
with what the George
family is going thr‐
ough.

“I’m so sorry your
family has been deal‐
ing with this,” she said.
“This is not what I
think our neighbor‐
hood is about.”

Howe said weeds
growing along Cam‐
den Avenue, Royal‐
wood and Queens‐
wood Way need to be
addressed. She said
rather than mowing
down foxtails, an ab‐
atement program is
needed to remove
them. She said the Los
Alamitos Creek trail
is now a weed patch.
Batra said the city and
county are working
on it.

Resident David Os‐
ugi expressed his con‐
cern regarding cars

speeding every eve‐ning along Almaden
Expressway from Via Valiente to Harry Road.
He said tire marks are evident, but police
don’t seem to respond to this reckless behav‐
ior.

Resident Martin Stuczynski asked Batra
to help ban gas leaf blowers in San Jose.
He said they create noise and air pollu‐
tion, affecting residents’ quality of life. 

Resident Edesa Bitbadal complained of
issues she’s had arranging for bulk item
pickup by Garden City Sanitation. 

“They do everything possible not to
pick up your items with every kind of
excuse,” she said, adding that the city
pays for its contract so people don’t dump
things on the street. 

Batra said he takes every comment seri‐
ously and appreciates residents’ input.

“That’s how we’ll make the City of San
Jose a better city,” he said.

Batra’s Town Halls are online at 6 p.m.
the first Thursday of the month and in‐
person at 9 a.m. the third Saturday of the
month at the food court at Oakridge Mall.

An Emergency
Interim Housing
movable sleeping
cabin community is
being considered by
the City at Via Del
Oro and San Ignacio
Avenue. Batra said
Dignity Moves
would provide cab‑
ins on land donated
for five years by
John Sobrato.  
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San Jose leads
nation in hiring
new college grads

By Joan‑Anh Pham
San José Spotlight

S
an Jose ranked No. 1 on a national list for hiring the
most new college graduates. But students shouldn’t
toss their caps in the air just yet.

The San Jose metro area, which includes the cities of
San Jose, Sunnyvale and Santa Clara, hired the highest
number of new graduates last year, outpacing other major
U.S. metro areas, according to a May report by Gusto, a
payroll and HR software company. Yet while some new
graduates can look to a six‐figure salary, they’ll still have
to contend with an overall cooling job market and Sili‐
con Valley’s steep cost of living.

The study found that San Jose had the highest increase
in new graduate hiring on average at 9.6% from April
2022‐23, ahead of other major cities like Houston at 8.5%,
New York City at 8.0% and Miami at 7.9%. The report

found that while San Jose was the sole area nationally to
offer new grads a six‐figure salary at an average of
$102,839, that number plummeted to an average salary
of $57,580 when adjusted for living expenses.

San Jose State University Associate Director of Career
Education Anita Manuel said the city’s high cost of living
comes at no surprise to the region’s graduates. She said
the area is rich in universities graduating students who
are willing to work in and around San Jose, so tackling
the high cost of living needs to be a priority for local lead‐
ers.

“If you look at historical trends, Silicon Valley always
comes out on top,” Manuel told San José Spotlight. “If gov‐
ernment or society wants to improve anything, it would
be on those infrastructure things: affordable housing,
supportive transportation if people want to commute…
Those are the things that are going to help keep our tal‐
ent here.”

Despite recent tech layoffs dominating the headlines,
Gusto economist and study author Luke Pardue said small‐
er tech companies are actively looking to hire graduates.

The report found that May 2023 hiring for 20‐24 year
olds is at 5.4%, which is still significantly lower com‐
pared to 7.2% this time last year. But there are upticks
in hiring across industries like retail, with the study point‐
ing to nontraditional jobs such as e‐commerce roles in
food businesses on the rise. In San Jose, tech still reigns
supreme as the leading industry for new graduates.

“Even if overall we’re seeing this growth in personal
services and retail and food and beverage, we actually
are seeing a lot of growth in software and tech in San
Jose,” Pardue told San José Spotlight.

SJSU Assistant Director of Employer Engagement Lisa
Trikofski said the university is seeing an increase in
employers looking to hire, especially in education and
local government. The city of San Jose reported hundreds
of job vacancies, an issue throughout Santa Clara Coun‐
ty. Meanwhile, local school districts are working tire‐
lessly to hire hundreds of teachers who have left the
expensive Bay Area.

Latina Coalition of Silicon Valley executive director
Gabriela Chavez‐Lopez said while robust hiring isn’t sur‐
prising given San Jose’s diverse array of industries, stu‐
dents of color need additional advocacy and support to
obtain better, higher‐paying opportunities to keep them
in the city. The nonprofit provides career development
through its Latina Economic Advancement Program.

“Particularly around new grads of color, they aren’t as
much tied into really supportive social networks of pro‐
fessionals that they can lean in on,” Chavez‐Lopez told
San José Spotlight.

Pardue said local leaders should keep an eye on new
graduate hiring rates, especially since these workers
contribute heavily to the economy now and in the future.

“Attracting this pool of talent sets the city up for a
foundation of success down the line,” he said. “They cre‐
ate new ideas that raise productivity, and they also often
go on to form their own businesses which create new
jobs. They form the first part of this cycle of growth for
a city.”

Times Community News

A recent study found that San Jose had the highest increase in new
graduate hiring on average at 9.6% for April 2022-23. File photo.

Science Fair
Continued from page 15
technology is to increase food production.

Viraj’s mother, Rachna Pandey, said by doing these proj‐
ects students learned scientific topics in detail. 

“They independently work on the solution they are try‐
ing to solve and become subject matter experts,” she said. 

Pandey said the Synopsys Science Fair, with its hall
packed with students, brought her son an immense sense
of pride. She said his having the opportunity to share his
concept with the Almaden community, Councilmember
Batra and Congressman Panetta was an extraordinary
experience.

“Seeing my otherwise shy son presenting with all his vigor
and pride gives me immense joy,” Pandey said. 
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEver-
green.Com
408 274 1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEver-
green.com. Christian

worship every Sunday at
11am. Together we build
better lives and a better
community.
Music Institute (408)791
7772. After School
Piano, Violin, Other clas-
sical Instruments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child with
God’s love and affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,

intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-

age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk
the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete 

programs for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or
just need some supplemental instruction to improve your driving

skills, we are just the school for you! We believe Advantage Driving
School offers a great combination of experienced driving instructors

and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182;

Email: info@advantagedriversed.com
Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Jewelry

Employment

TimesClassifieds

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database
Administrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with
architects of different engineering/application teams to engineer com‐
plex technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities. Imple‐
ment and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server, database
consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unanticipated client
sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home is an option.
Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher
in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Quali-
ty materials & professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663
Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-

ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Software Development

PaintingLimousine Service

Software Development
Manage cloud‐based software development. 

2 years exp. $123,885/yr. 
Supermove Inc. 178 Bluxome St #202, San Francisco, CA 94107.

Notices
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