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Stunning Auburn Home 25 minutes from Portland and Augusta. This 
is an immaculate four-bedroom, 2.5 bath custom-built colonial home 
located in a highly desirable Auburn neighborhood. The property boasts 
beautiful curb appeal, with a welcoming porch and a large, landscaped 
yard spanning 2.86 acres. The home features hardwood floors, granite 
countertops, and an open concept kitchen leading to a formal dining room 
and an oversized deck. The living room area is filled with warmth from a 
large gas fireplace and a wall of windows and doors offering lots of natural 
light.  The cozy den is ready for relaxation or quiet media enjoyment. The 
primary suite with jet tub and three additional bedrooms are located on 
the second level. The finished daylight basement includes plenty of space 
for recreation with a large office and extra storage.  The double sliding 
doors lead to a private backyard oasis perfect for entertaining on your 
patio with an 18 x 36 heated pool. Attached two-car garage with direct 
entry into the home and two sheds for additional storage. This property 
is conveniently located near I-95, schools, shopping, outdoor recreation, 
and more. Don’t miss out on this rare opportunity to own a beautiful home 
in a fantastic location.  Be sure to schedule your private showing today by 
calling 207-754-4998.  Listed by Michelle Gosselin Ervin and Elizabeth 
Splane of Hearth and Key Realty.  

$689,000 | 64 Jennifer Drive, Auburn | MLS# 1560384

House for Sale
UNDER CONTRACT

Gorham Class of 2023 Graduates! 
Best Wishes!

Interim President 
Named At SMMC 

AUGUSTA, ME (June 16, 2023) 
— Southern Maine Community College 
(SMCC) Dean of Administration Tiffanie 
Bentley will serve as interim president of 
the college as of August 1. 

Bentley follows President Joe Cas-
sidy, who is leaving to become the pres-
ident at Saint Joseph’s College of Maine. 
The Maine Community College System 
(MCCS) Board of Trustees will com-
mence a nationwide search immediately. 

Bentley will serve as interim presi-
dent until a new president is seated, which 
will likely be in spring 2024. 

“Tiffanie is an inclusive and trusted 
leader,” MCCS President David Daigler 
said. “I look forward to working with her 

in this role.” 
Bentley, who is from South Portland, 

joined SMCC in 2007 as director of stu-
dent life, was promoted to dean of students 
in 2013, and named dean of administration 
in 2019.

 She is a member of the South Port-
land-Cape Elizabeth Rotary Club and 
served on the board of The Locker Project, 
which provides Cumberland County chil-
dren in need with food. She also served on 
the City of South Portland’s initial Afford-
able Housing Committee. 

Before coming to SMCC, Tiffanie 
worked at The University of Texas at Aus-
tin, Texas Woman’s University in Denton, 
and the University of Southern Maine. 

She has a master’s degree and bach-
elor’s degree from Oklahoma State Uni-
versity. See SMMC, page 14

Gorham’s Maine Construction 
Academy Graduates Class of 2023

GORHAM, ME (June 16, 2023) -- 
Gathered around their class hard hat, Maine 
Construction Academy’s first Construction 
Immersion Program class of 2023 graduated 
on Friday. All graduates were either current 
or past students at a local area high school 
and leave the program with nationally recog-
nized certifications, hands-on & classroom 
experience in many different trades, and a 
pathway towards a career in the construction 
industry.

The Construction Immersion program 
through the Maine Construction Academy is 
being provided across the state this year, pro-

viding basic work-ready certifications and 
multiple craft exposures for students through 
hands-on experience and job site visits. At 
the completion of this program, participants 
will be offered guaranteed interview oppor-
tunities with Maine companies, where they 
will move on to either a post-secondary ed-
ucation or a Registered Apprenticeship Pro-
gram. “This program is exactly what Maine 
needs. It is smart, well-coordinated and 
every detail has been considered to ensure 
participant success.” Says Eliza Kenigsberg, 
Career Aspirations & ELO Coordinator at 
Aspire Gorham.

Maine Construction Academy is man-
aged by the Associated General Contractors 
of Maine and brings together industry, K-12 
Education, higher education, workforce 
development teams, and local workforce 
boards. AGC Maine has chosen to focus first 
on out-of-school and in-school youth over 
16 through their Construction Immersion 
Program, however there are plans to expand 
to the adult population.

“We’re so excited to celebrate this 
achievement with our first class of the Con-
struction Immersion Program and look for-
ward to watching our other classes learn, 
connect, and grow through these career path-
ways,” said Kelly Flagg, Executive Director 
of Associated General Contractors of Maine.

The Maine Construction Academy of-
fers Pre-Apprenticeship, Apprenticeship and 
Incumbent worker training throughout the 
state of Maine and supports the veteran com-
munity, those in active recovery, immigrants 
and the disability community in partnership 
with experts in each population. 

For more information visit building-
maine.com.
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Red Cross: Blood Supply Facing Stress, Donors Needed 

PORTLAND, ME 
(June 7, 2023) – A con-
cerning shortfall in blood 
donations last month 
could stress the American 
Red Cross blood supply. 
The Red Cross collected 
over 26,000 fewer blood 
donations than needed in 
May to meet the needs 
of patients. The need for 
blood is constant, with 
someone needing a blood 
transfusion in the U.S. 
every two seconds. Plate-
let donors are especially 
needed at this time. The 
public can help ensure 
continuity for patients by 
making an appointment 
to give blood or platelets 
now and in the weeks 
ahead.

Northern New En-
gland blood donor Eliz-
abeth O’Brien has been 

rolling up her sleeve for 
years after learning her 
O negative blood type 
was universally accepted 
by all patients. “It could 
be a baby needing blood 
or someone in a car acci-
dent – people all around 
the nation could use that 
blood and my blood could 
go to all of them. It feels 
empowering to know you 
can make a difference in 
any one of those people’s 
lives,” she said. 

Elizabeth lost her 
own mother to cancer, 
but credits blood dona-
tion with extending and 
improving her mother’s 
quality of life during her 
battle with the disease. 
“She was only 53 years 
old. So every single min-
ute that got extended, we 
were grateful to have. 

That’s what I think about 
when I’m giving blood. I 
don’t care if it’s a minute, 
an hour, a day, a year, that 
blood that goes to extend 
time with a loved one is 
precious,” she concluded. 

In thanks for taking 
time to help, all who come 
to give blood, platelets or 
plasma June 1-30 will re-
ceive a $10 gift card by 
email to a merchant of 
their choice. Those who 
come to give throughout 
June will also be automat-
ically entered for a chance 
to win a backyard theater 
package. Details for both 
offers can be found at 
RedCrossBlood.org/June. 

Upcoming blood do-
nation opportunities, June 
8-30: 

Androscoggin 
Auburn 

6/29/2023: 12 p.m. 
- 4:30 p.m., East Auburn 
Baptist Church, 560 Park 
Ave 

Lewiston 
6/19/2023: 11 a.m. - 4 

p.m., Bates Mill, 35 Canal 
Street 

Cumberland 
Bridgton 
6/29/2023: 11 a.m. - 5 

p.m., Masonic Hall, 166 
Harrison Road, Route 117 

Brunswick 
6/15/2023: 10 a.m. - 3 

p.m., Morong Brunswick, 
314 Bath Road 

6/24/2023: 10 a.m. 
- 3 p.m., American Le-
gion Post 20, 1 Columbus 
Drive 

6/27/2023: 10 a.m. - 3 
p.m., Morong Brunswick, 
314 Bath Road 

Falmouth 
6/28/2023: 9 a.m. 

- 2 p.m., The Episcopal 
Church of St. Mary, 43 
Foreside Rd 

Freeport 
6/21/2023: 9 a.m. - 2 

p.m., Hilton Garden Inn 
Freeport, 5 Park Street 

Gray 
6/16/2023: 12 p.m. - 

5 p.m., American Legion 
Gray, 15 Lewiston Rd 

Portland 
6/21/2023: 9 a.m. 

- 3 p.m., Portland Elks 
Lodge, 1945 Congress St. 

6/30/2023: 11 a.m. 
- 3:30 p.m., MMC 995 
Congress Street, 995 Con-
gress Street 

Scarborough 
6/23/2023: 12 p.m. - 

5 p.m., Saint Maximilian 
Church, 150 Black Point 
Rd 

South Portland 
6/20/2023: 9 a.m. - 2 

p.m., Portland Sheraton 
at Sable Oaks, 200 Sable 
Oaks Drive 

6/29/2023: 9 a.m. - 2 
p.m., Eastpoint Christian 
Church, 345 Clarks Pond 
Pkwy 

Standish 
6/15/2023: 12 p.m. - 

5 p.m., Gardenside Condo 
Association, 12 Garden-
side Drive 

Westbrook 
6/19/2023: 9 a.m. - 3 

p.m., Westbrook Commu-
nity Center, 426 Bridge 
Street 

Windham 
6/21/2023: 12 p.m. - 

5 p.m., North Windham 
Veterans Center, 35 Veter-
ans Memorial Drive 

Yarmouth 
6/23/2023: 10 a.m. - 

4 p.m., American Legion 
Post 91, 196 Main St 

AMERICAN PICKERS to Film in Maine 
MAINE (June 16, 

2023) -- The American 
Pickers are excited to re-
turn to Maine! They plan 
to film episodes of The 

History Channel hit tele-
vision series throughout 
your area in August 2023. 
AMERICAN PICKERS 
is a documentary series 

that explores the fasci-
nating world of antique 
“picking” on The History 
Channel. The hit show fol-
lows skilled pickers in the 
business, as they hunt for 
America’s most valuable 
antiques. They are always 
excited to find historically 
significant or rare items, in 
addition to unforgettable 
Characters and their col-
lections. 

As they hit the back 
roads from coast to coast, 
the Pickers are on a mis-
sion to recycle and rescue 
forgotten relics. Along the 

way, they want to meet 
characters with amazing 
stories and fun items. They 
hope to give historically 
significant objects a new 
lease on life while learning 
a thing or two about Amer-
ica’s past along the way. 

The Pickers have 
seen a lot of rusty gold 
over the years and are al-
ways looking to discover 
something they’ve nev-
er seen before. They are 
ready to find extraordinary 
items and hear fascinating 
tales about them. 

We at American 

Pickers continue to take 
the pandemic very serious-
ly and will be following all 
guidelines and protocols 
for safe filming outlined 
by the state and CDC. 
Nevertheless, we are ex-
cited to continue reaching 
the many collectors in the 
area to discuss their years 
of picking and are eager 
to hear their memorable 
stories! 

The American Pick-
ers TV Show is looking for 
leads and would love to 
explore your hidden trea-
sure. If you or someone 

you know has a unique 
item, story to tell, and is 
ready to sell…we would 
love to hear from you! 
Please note, the Pickers 
DO NOT pick stores, flea 
markets, malls, auction 
businesses, museums, or 
anything open to the pub-
lic. 

If interested, please 
send us your name, phone 
number, location, and de-
scription of the collection 
with photos to: american-
pickers@cineflix.com or 
call (646) 493-2184 face-
book: @GotAPick
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Goldfish Swim School in Gorham Area to Open this Fall 

PORTLAND, ME 
(June 12, 2023) – Gold-
fish Swim School, a state-
of-the-art aquatic facility 
dedicated entirely to year-
round indoor swim classes 
and programs for children 
4 months to 12 years old, is 
opening at 512 Warren Ave 
in Portland this Fall. The 
new Maine swim school 
will offer swim lessons to 
children of all ages and 
varying stages from in-
troductory parent-tot pro-
grams to beginning swim-
mer lessons to advanced 
pro-level lessons. 

Goldfish prides itself 
on offering each parent and 
child a Golden Experience. 
From the moment families 
walk in the door, they enter 

a tropical oasis. Brightly 
colored walls, tiki caban-
as, and surfboard benches 
surround Goldfish’s is-
land-style hair drying sta-
tion and border their pool. 
The school is abuzz with 
the sounds of kids kicking 
and hands-on swimming 
instruction. 

Goldfish Swim 
School – Portland features 
will include: 

Heated indoor pool: 
On the pool deck, kids 
jump into an always-trop-
ical 90-degree pool. Air 
temperature is kept at 92 
degrees, providing swim-
mers with a shiver-free 
swim lesson experience. 

Small class sizes: 
In a class size of no more 

than 4 children to 1 swim 
instructor, children receive 
the personalized attention 
they need to master skills 
to be safe and confident in 
the water. 

Proven curriculum: 
Goldfish Swim School of-
fers swim lessons and pro-
grams using a proprietary 
philosophy, The Science of 
SwimPlay®, to build life 
skills both in and out of 
the water using play-based 
learning in a fun and safe 
environment. The school’s 
number one focus and 
main priority is educating 
children on water safety 
while teaching them how 
to swim and respect the 
water. 

Classes for all swim-
ming levels: Beginning as 
early as 4 months, children 
progress through a series 
of perpetual swimming 
lessons, graduating to 
higher levels of difficul-

ty as swimming skills are 
mastered. Goldfish also 
offers a recreational swim 
team for those swimmers 
up to age 12 who want to 
prepare for the next stages 
of competitive swimming. 

State-of-the-art pool: 
Goldfish’s new pool fea-
tures an advanced water 
purification system, guar-
anteeing a clean, safe en-
vironment for learning 
swimmers, and fun décor 
/ teaching techniques to 
get children excited about 
swim lessons! 

“We are looking for-
ward to bringing Goldfish 
Swim School to the Port-
land community,” said 
Tim and Jennifer Casper, 
co-owners of Goldfish 
Swim School – Portland. 
“As parents, we understand 
the importance of year-
round swim lessons and, 
with our unique, educa-
tional teaching equipment 

and confidence-building 
curriculum, our goal is for 
your kids to feel safe in the 
water … all with a smile on 
their face!” 

Tim and Jennifer 
have been franchisees with 
Goldfish Swim School for 
nearly 10 years. They own 
and have interest in 3 oth-
er locations in the NY/NJ 
region. The Casper’s have 
family ties to the Portland 
area and are very excited 
to bring the first Goldfish 
Swim School to the state 
of Maine. Goldfish Swim 
School – Portland will also 
include a viewing gallery 
for parents to watch les-
sons. 

In addition to swim 
lessons, the program will 
offer accelerated Jump 
Start clinics during school 

and summer vacation 
weeks, open swim times 
for families, weekend 
birthday parties, a snack 
shack and a Treasure Is-
land retail shop. 

This swim facility 
also plans to add approx-
imately 40 full/part-time 
jobs to the Portland area 
including management, 
lifeguards, instructors and 
front desk staff. 

Construction in Port-
land, ME is underway, with 
an expected opening date 
of early Fall. Pre-register 
today to learn more about 
Goldfish Swim School – 
Portland and to be one of 
the first families called 
when the swim school 
is open to book lessons: 
www.goldfishswimschool.
com/portland 

UMS, Maine DOE Expand Whole-Student Supports for Area Schools
ORONO, ME (June 

9, 2023) — More K–12 
students and educators in 
Maine are set to benefit 
from stronger social, emo-
tional and behavioral sup-
ports thanks to Maine PBIS, 
a collaboration between the 
University of Maine System 
and Maine Department Ed-
ucation, which is adding 21 
new schools to its profes-
sional development cohort.

The schools, which 
will participate in the ini-
tiative over the next three 
years, are located in com-
munities throughout the 
state, including Berwick, 
Boothbay Harbor, Brooks-
ville, Bucksport, Dam-
ariscotta, Edgecomb, Li-
tchfield, Madawaska, North 
Berwick, Sabattus, South 
Portland and Westbrook.

“Teams of educa-
tors from these schools 
will learn and practice to-
gether for the next three 
years, joining more than 30 
schools that are currently 
part of our professional de-
velopment model and more 

than 75 schools statewide 
that have already imple-
mented sustainable sup-
ports for Maine students,” 
says Courtney Angelosante, 
Maine PBIS coordinator at 
the University of Maine 
College of Education and 
Human Development.

Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports, 
or PBIS, is a nationally 
recognized framework pro-
viding a multi-tiered con-
tinuum of supports in K-12 
schools, promoting positive 
social and behavioral out-
comes for all students. It 
is based on a community 
health promotion model. 
In schools that have imple-
mented PBIS, it is expected 
that 95% of students will 
have most of their social, 
emotional and behavioral 
needs met before schools 
have to implement the third, 
or most targeted tier of in-
terventions.

Maine DOE, in col-
laboration with UMS, sup-
ports schools and districts 
to implement PBIS through 

a cohort model that match-
es Maine-endorsed PBIS 
trainers and coaches with 
district and school-level 
teams. Maine PBIS’s pro-
fessional development ef-
forts have received national 
and international attention 
as a particularly effective 
example for rural schools 
and communities. 

“Being able to work 
with our PBIS coaches 
multiple times a year made 
our school’s efforts to-
wards Tier 1 implementa-
tion much smoother,” says 
Sierra Bloom, a first-grade 
teacher at Surry Elementary 
School, which has already 
taken part in the UMS-
Maine DOE initiative. “Our 
coaches were always there 
to support our work directly 
and led us to a solid founda-
tion for our work in PBIS.”

Bloom adds that being 
able to work with other 

schools in the cohort model 
was beneficial. 

“We were able to col-
laborate and share ideas for 
success, while also gaining 
support towards common 
struggles,” she says.

This summer, Maine 
PBIS will host a five-day 
training institute for edu-
cators who are part of its 
professional development 
cohort. The training, which 
is limited to 50 participants 
and will take place at Hus-
son University from July 
10–14, will be designed to 
help teachers identify why 
a behavior is happening 
through a variety of assess-
ment tools and procedures, 
leading to the development 
of a positive behavior sup-
port plan individualized 
to a student’s strengths 
and needs. More informa-
tion about the Maine PBIS 
Advanced Tiers Summer 

Institute is online.
“The supportive and 

inclusive practices of PBIS 
have elicited overwhelm-
ingly positive responses by 
administrators, educators, 
students and families. Our 
office looks forward to 
supporting and sustain-
ing schools and districts 
in this work,” says Tracy 
Whitlock, Special Projects 
Coordinator in the Office of 
Special Services and Inclu-
sive Education at the Maine 
Department of Education.
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Seniors Not Acting Their Age

Hazardous Paddling on Cathance River

A kayaker avoids the Room of Doom on the Cathance River Paddlers work to move a tree on Third Drop A canoeist paddles over submerged rocks on Boulder Pile

By Ron Chase 
The Cathance River 

is my river.  Not really, but 
I like to think so.  Located 
in my hometown of Top-
sham, the Cathance trav-
els through a picturesque 
wilderness area, most of 
which cannot be accessed 
without hiking or pad-
dling.  Judging from the 
placid waters at the put-in 
and takeout, one would 
never guess a tumultuous 
whitewater gem is hidden 
away in an unseen four-
mile sector. 

For decades, chal-
lenging the Cathance has 
been a rite of spring for 
members of my outdoor 
club, the Penobscot Pad-
dle & Chowder Society 
(PPCS).  Consisting of one 
long technical rapid and 
five cataracts, the Ameri-

can Whitewater Associa-
tion describes it as a Class 
III/IV creek with two Class 
V waterfalls. 

Proximity and stim-
ulating rapids are not 
the only benefits of the 
Cathance.  A moderately 
large watershed for a small 
river, water levels tend to 
remain high longer than 
most similar-sized water-
ways.  And, the Cat is usu-
ally one of the first to expe-
rience ice-out in the spring.

 Another notewor-
thy feature, the Cathance 
is notorious for collecting 
hazardous debris.  Twice in 
recent years, the PPCS has 
organized special cleanup 
projects to remove danger-
ous obstructions that had 
accumulated in the rapids.  
The latest was last summer. 

A painted gauge is lo-

cated on an Interstate 295 
bridge abutment at the put-
in.  Friends and I have pad-
dled the river between 1.5 
and 4.5 on the gauge.  The 
low end is shallow and the 
excursion gets pushy and 
intimidating over three 
feet. 

Right after ice-out 
in early April, I partici-
pated in a club trip on the 
Cathance at a little over 
two feet.  We enjoyed an 
outstanding day of pad-
dling and all of the rapids 
were free of debris. Sub-
sequently, two substantial 
storms visited the area.  Af-
ter the second, I announced 
another club trip. 

 When three of us 
met at the put-in at the end 
of Old Augusta Road in 
Topsham, the gauge was 
over 3 feet, a feisty level.  

Concerned about the possi-
bility of new hazards as a 
result of the recent storms, 
we decided to carefully 
inspect all of the difficult 
rapids.

 Following a mile 
of flatwater, two usual-
ly easy rapids were more 
demanding than expected.  
A reminder that not only 
did we need to be alert for 
hazards but the water lev-
el was higher than normal.  
Just below, we eddied out 
left to scout Z-Turn, the 
longest most complex rap-
id on the river.  A small 
fallen tree partially ob-
structed the main channel 
at the top.  After careful 
scrutiny, we were able to 
negotiate around the im-
pediment and successfully 
complete our descents.

 Next is a tricky cata-
ract we call Second Drop.  
Midway through, it takes 
an abrupt left turn and 
the water tumbles over a 
ledge in a narrow twisting 
passage.  A notorious boat 
flipper, everyone managed 
to stay upright. 

Steeper and more 
hazardous, Third Drop 
soon follows.  Most of the 
current flows left over a 
pitch and then beneath a 
treacherous undercut rock 

called Room of Doom.   
The safest technique is to 
power through approach 
waves while angling right 
and plunging down a pre-
cipitous tongue as far from 
doom as possible.  We en-
countered an added com-
plication; a downed tree 
blocked the rapid a little 
downstream of the pitch.  
Using a small handsaw and 
lots physical effort, we cre-
ated a passageway around 
the hazard.  Stimulating 
plummets over the falls 
ensued. 

Boulder Pile is short-
ly after.  So named because 
of a seemingly impene-
trable mass of boulders at 
the bottom of a steep slide, 
it’s actually easier at high 
water.  We maneuvered 
far left and used the robust 
flow to bounce over sub-
merged rocks at the end. 

Intimidating Little 
Gorilla follows.  Careening 
through a narrow gorge, it 
ends with a 90-degree left 
turn down a steep shallow 
slide into a churning foam 
pile with boulders wait-
ing just below the surface.  
Portage was our unani-
mous decision.

 Around the bend, Fi-
nal Drop is a slightly easier 
version of Little Gorilla.  

Not on this day.  A large 
log blocked the channel 
normally used to avoid a 
sticky hydraulic at the bot-
tom.  After careful consid-
eration, we decided to walk 
rather than risk colliding 
with the log or swimming 
out of the hydraulic.

Our exciting day 
completed without any 
mishaps, I anticipate an-
other Cathance cleanup 
when the water level di-
minishes to remove the 
three newest hazards. 

My book, Maine Al 
Fresco:  The Fifty Finest 
Outdoor Adventures in 
Maine narrates eight more 
Maine whitewater adven-
tures. 

Ron Chase resides 
in Topsham.  His latest 
book, “Maine Al Fresco:  
The Fifty Finest Outdoor 
Adventures in Maine” is 
available at www.north-
countrypress.com/maine-
al-fresco or in bookstores 
and through online retail-
ers.  His previous books 
are “The Great Mars 
Hill Bank Robbery” and 
“Mountains for Mortals – 
New England.”  Visit his 
website at www.ronchase-
outdoors.com or he can be 
reached at ronchaseout-
doors@comcast.net

‘Hot Lunch Summer’ Provides 
Children With Nutritious Meals 

AUGUSTA, ME 
(June 16, 2023)--The Maine 
Department of Education 
(DOE) announced the return 
of Hot Lunch Summer, the 
state’s summer food service 
program which provides 
free meals to children be-
yond the school year. These 
meals are available at hun-
dreds of sites across Maine 
and families can locate 
nearby meal opportunities 
on the Hot Lunch Summer 
website HotLunchSummer.
com or by texting ‘Summer 
Meals’ to 914-342-7744. 

“Hot Lunch Summer 
ensures that Maine children 
can continue to access the 
healthy and nutritious meals 
they rely on during the 
school year,” said Maine 
Education Commissioner 
Pender Makin. “No child 
should worry about going 
hungry when the school 

year ends, and we thank 
the schools and organiza-
tions that have stepped up 
to make the distribution of 
these meals possible.” 

Maine’s summer food 
service program is a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
program offered statewide 
in areas or at sites where 
more than 50 percent of the 
children are eligible for free 
or reduced meal benefits 
under the National School 
Lunch Program or where 
census track data supports 
the need. Free meals are 
provided to children 18 and 
younger at open meal sites. 
Eligible sponsoring orga-
nizations include schools, 
nonprofit residential sum-
mer camps, government 
agencies, and tax-exempt 
organizations including 
faith-based organizations. 
This year, rural meal spon-

sors may offer free meals 
offsite to further assist in 
reaching children who are 
unable to access congregate 
meal programs. 

The Maine DOE 
launched Hot Lunch Sum-
mer last year as a statewide 
ad campaign to raise aware-
ness of summer meal op-
tions and clearly explain the 
logistics of where, when, 
and how Maine children 
and adolescents can access 
complementary meals. This 
year, the campaign focus-
es on reaching households 
through social media net-
works and includes an an-
imated video to promote 
summer meal opportunities 
which can be viewed online. 

To find nearby sum-
mer meal sites, please 
visit www.HotLunchSum-
mer.com or text “Summer 
Meals” to 914-342-7744.  
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Open for curbside pick-up, take out, 
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!
Indoor AND outdoor dining!

Junction Bowl 
American pub-style food and drinks.

Curbside pickup 7 days a week.

Mon-Thur 3pm-10pm • Fri-Sun 11am-10pm

American pub-style food and drinks.

Sen. Collins Welcomes Maine 
Students to Washington, D.C.

WA S H I N G T O N , 
D.C. (June 16, 2023) – 
U.S. Senator Susan Collins 
met with students from 
across Maine in Wash-
ington to wish them luck 
as they compete in the fi-
nal round of the National 

History Day contest this 
week. Following victories 
in Maine’s statewide com-
petition, these students will 
represent our state as they 
compete alongside near-
ly 3,000 of America’s top 
young historians. 

“I am very proud to 
welcome the bright and 
talented winners of the 
Maine National History 
Day competition to our na-
tion’s capital,” said Senator 
Collins. “I wish them luck 
at the national competition 
and am confident that they 
will do a wonderful job 
representing our state.” 

Each year, approxi-
mately 600,000 students 
in grades 6 through 12 
compete in National His-
tory Day, and about 3,000 
students qualify for the 
national finals, which take 
place in College Park, 
Maryland.  To participate, 
students research historical 
topics related to a nation-
al theme and present their 
findings with exhibits, doc-
umentaries, performances, 
or papers. The 2023 con-
test theme was Frontiers 
in History: People, Places, 
Ideas.

Maine Hosta Society to Hold Auction

Peter Young of Buckfield, president of the Maine Hosta So-
ciety, kneels with two of his best friends -- his dog and his 
hosta garden. To Peter’s right, a hosta cultivar named Tar-
heel Blue displays its beautiful foliage. Photo Credit: Carol 
Foster

AUGUSTA, ME 
(June 15, 2023) — The 
Maine Hosta Society will 
hold two auctions on June 
24 at Viles Arboretum 
which is located at 153 
Hospital Street in Augusta. 
At 10:00 am there will be a 
silent auction of hostas and 

companion plants that have 
been donated by members 
from their gardens. The 
live auction will begin at 
1:00 pm. It will include 
some of the best and new-
est hostas available.

Admission to this 
event is free and open to 

the public.
The mission of the 

Maine Hosta Society 
(MHS) is to develop in-
terest in horticulture with 
emphasis on the propaga-
tion and culture of the ge-
nus Hosta and promote the 
use of hostas in landscape 
design. Each year MHS 
organizes a bus trip to 
leading gardens and Hosta 
nurseries in New England, 
a garden tour of member 
gardens and Maine nurs-
eries (including a picnic 
and plant swap), and a fall 
meeting that usually fea-
tures a nationally known 
guest speaker.

The cost of member-
ship is $5.00 (or $6.00 for 
two people in the same 
household) and entitles 
you to the informative 
MHS newsletter and opens 
you up to the opportunity 
for new friendships with 
those who love gardening.

As the American 
Hosta Society puts it -- 
“Together, we can make 
the world a more beautiful 
place, one hosta and one 
new friend at a time.”

Officers of the Maine 
Hosta Society are presi-
dent, Peter Young of Buck-
field, vice-president, Le-
nore Tipping of Orono, and 
treasurer, Kristin Sweeney 
of Portland.

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our

weekly giveaways!

Maine Iris Society Announces Floral Show Winners

Award winners for the 2023 Maine Iris Show are pictued 
from Left to Right: Carol Foster of Auburn, Harriet Rob-
inson of Otisfield, Peter Young of Buckfield and Paul Dostie 
of Greene.

AUBURN, ME 
(June 16, 2023)--The 
Maine Iris Society an-
nounces its winners for the 
2023 flower show held at 
the Auburn Middle School 
on May 27th. The show 
was chaired by Chairper-
sons Paul Dostie and Carol 
Foster.

Harriet Robinson 
was awarded Queen of the 
Show and best Intermedi-
ate Bearded (IB) for ‘Code 
of Honor’. First runner up 
and best historic was Carol 
Foster’s historic iris, ‘Sug-
ar’. Peter Young’s ‘Spring 
is Here’ was the best stan-
dard dwarf bearded (SDB) 
iris and second runner 

up. Peter’s SDB ‘Woody 
Woodpecker’ was third 
runner up. An arilbred 
iris, ‘Desert Snow’, grown 
by Peter Young was the 
fourth runner up. The fifth 
rnner up was Harriet Rob-
inson’s IB ‘Arctic Wind’ 
and the sixth runner up 
was Katherine Lothrop’s 
species Iris cristata. The 
best miniature dward 
bearded (MDB) was Har-
riet Robinson’s ‘Black Ol-
ive’. Harriet won the silver 
medal for the most blue 
ribbons and Pauline Gre-
nier won the bronze medal 
as runner up. 

In the artistic divi-
sion, Peter Young won the 

Clara MacLaren award 
for the best design and the 
sweepstakes for the most 
blue ribbon entries in de-

sign. Brent McHale won 
an Artistic Rosette of Spe-
cial Merit for one of his 
designs. 

The winner of the 
Bernard McLaughlin 
award for the best spring 
flower was Paul Dostie 
with columbine ‘Pink Pet-
ticoat’.

Voting for People’s 
Choice is always popular 
with both members and 
the public. The favor-
ite  iris stalk was ‘By the 
Sea’, and SDB entered 
by Pauline Grenier. The 
species Iris germanica en-
tered by Harriet Robin-
son was second. In spring 
flowers, Paul Dostie gath-
ered the most votes for his 
tree peony ‘Helen Parmer’ 
and was second with col-
umbine ‘Pink Petticoat’. 

According to the society’s 
rules, one person can only 
win one prize in this cate-
gory. Therefore, Susan La-
bonville, the entrant who 
received third place in the 
voting took home the prize 
for her flowering almond.

For information 
about becoming a member, 
please go to http://www.
maineirissociety.org. The 
cost of membership is 
only $8.00 (or $10.00 for 
two people in the same 
household) and entitles 
you to the informative 
MIS newsletter and opens 
you up to the opportunity 
for new friendships with 
those who love gardening.
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WHY PEOPLE CHOOSE
CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

STEPHEN NAGY
Personal Lines Agent

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE
DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE

416 Sabattus St. ~ Lewiston
(207) 783-2246

www.MaineInsuranceOnline.com

“I take the time to find
the most competitive and
comprehensive personal
insurance package for

each client. That’s how I
deliver on the promise.”CHAMPOUX INSURANCE is pleased 

to announce that Dick Albert has 

re-joined the Agency Team at 

Champoux Insurance. Please give 

Dick a call and put his 30 years of 

experience to work for you.

Call Today

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE
DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE

150 East Avenue ~ Lewiston, ME 04240
(207) 783-2246

www.MaineInsuranceOnline.com

WHY PEOPLE CHOOSE
   CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

“How I deliver on the promise 
here at Champoux Insurance 
Agency’s claims department is 
with great care, urgency and 
follow-up when handling each 
claim for our insureds.”

ANITA PENLEY
Claims Representative

WHY PEOPLE CHOOSEWHY PEOPLE CHOOSE
   CHAMPOUX INSURANCE   CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

Voted by Market  
Study as Best  

Insurance Agency  
in Greater L/A for  

the 7th year  
running!
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Personal Lines Agent

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE
DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE

416 Sabattus St. ~ Lewiston
(207) 783-2246

www.MaineInsuranceOnline.com

“I take the time to find
the most competitive and
comprehensive personal
insurance package for

each client. That’s how I
deliver on the promise.”

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE is pleased 

to announce that Dick Albert has 

re-joined the Agency Team at 

Champoux Insurance. Please give 

Dick a call and put his 30 years of 

experience to work for you.

Call Today

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE
DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE

150 East Avenue ~ Lewiston, ME 04240
(207) 783-2246

www.MaineInsuranceOnline.com

WHY PEOPLE CHOOSE
   CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

“Protecting your assets, by 
finding the right products and 
pricing, is how I deliver on the 
promise.”

Nicole Lajoie
Licensed Agent

Your SecuritY iS our Main concern

Relay For Life of Southern Maine At USM-Gorham Campus
GORHAM, ME  

(June 16, 2023) -- Relay For 
Life of Southern Maine – the 
primary awareness-raising, 
fund-raising program for the 
American Cancer Society – 
will take place on Saturday, 
June 24 from 10am to 10pm 
inside the Costello Sports 
Complex at USM-Gorham.  
It is a free event, and every-
one is welcome to attend.

What is Relay For 
Life?

It is not a race or ath-
letic event.  It is a communi-
ty gathering for anyone con-
cerned about and affected by 
cancer.  Our honored guests 
are our cancer survivors and 
caregivers.  Teams of con-
cerned volunteers will be set 
up along the track offering 
information, game-playing, 
opportunity drawings, and 
more.  Live entertainment 
will be featured, along with 

three ceremonies and other 
activities.  Opening Ceremo-
ny at 10am, Luminaria Cer-
emony at 7:30pm, and Clos-
ing Ceremony at 9:30pm.

All Proceeds to Ameri-
can Cancer Society

All proceeds help fund 
the following programs of 
the American Cancer Soci-
ety:

24/7 Cancer Helpline 
– 1-800-227-2345 or cancer.
org

Hope Lodge – Free 
place to stay during cancer 
treatment

Road to Recovery – 
free rides to treatment

Cancer Survivors Net-
work – connecting cancer 
patients and caregivers

Reach to Recovery – 
breast cancer support

Tender Loving Care 
– hair-loss and mastectomy 
products

For more information, 
see Relayforlife.org/south-
ernme

Send all items for
Names & Faces
to the editor.
Deadline is

Friday by five pm.
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Red Cross Honors Top Volunteers for Incredible Service
PORTLAND, ME 

(June 16, 2023)— For 
more than a century, the 
American Red Cross has 
been dedicated to serving 
people in need – thanks 
to our founder Clara Bar-
ton. Through supporting 
service members and their 
families, collecting blood 
for patients, providing in-
dividuals with help and 
hope after disasters, teach-
ing lifesaving training and 
providing international aid, 
we’ve stayed true to our 
roots.

During FY23, the 
Red Cross of Northern 
New England…

Installed 1,836 free 
smoke alarms (including 
847 in Maine), making 
579 homes safer across the 
region (including 275 in 
Maine)

Responded to 521 
home fires (including 271 
in Maine) and assisted 
1,955 people (including 
913 Mainers)

Educated 3,555 
adults and children through 
our Pillowcase Project, 
Prepare with Pedro and 
Community Preparedness 
Engagement Programs

Collected more 
than110,000 red cell units 
of lifesaving blood

Deployed over 200 
volunteers and staff to 
more 30 large-scale disas-
ters

This work would 
not be possible with our 
dedicated volunteers. Re-
gionally, the Red Cross 
recognizes its top volun-
teers with the Clara Barton 
Award. These individuals 
embody the organization’s 
core values of compassion, 
commitment, credibility, 
creativity and collabora-
tion.

This year, the Amer-
ican Red Cross Southern 
Maine Chapter is hon-
ored to recognize John 
Leeming, of Cumberland, 
Maine, as the 2023 Clara 

Barton Award recipient. 
Leeming will celebrate 30 
years of Red Cross service 
in October – and remains 
an exceptionally commit-
ted Disaster Action Team 
responder. In 2022, Leem-
ing responded to 26 disas-
ters, opened 51 cases and 
served 99 people – which 
accounts for one-third of 
Southern Maine’s total 
caseload in 2022.

“John’s approach 
with our clients shows tre-
mendous compassion. He 
understands all too well 
that we often meet people 
on their very worst days, 
but his calm and reassuring 
presence invites them to 
move forward one step at a 
time,” said Steve Thomas, 
Red Cross Southern Maine 
Chapter executive director. 
“It’s a privilege to serve 
with John, and we are so 
fortunate that he makes 
his home in our Southern 
Maine Chapter.”

The Red Cross is 

also pleased to recognize 
volunteer Gloria Kray-
envenger, of North Water-
boro, Maine, as the 2023 
Clara Barton Award Run-
ner-up. Krayenvenger has 
been a steadfast adminis-
trative volunteer at the Red 
Cross office in Portland 
since 2018 – and has held 
positions with operations, 
development and disaster 
cycle services. She wears 
many hats in her roles 
with the Red Cross and 
performs each with detail, 
confidence and warmth.

“What stands out 
most about Gloria, besides 
her professionalism and 
skill, is her kindness and 
love for others. I consider 
Gloria to be an exemplary 
representative of the Red 
Cross and feel so fortunate 
that she chooses to share 
her time, passion and heart 
with the Red Cross,” said 
Kristin Laporte, Red Cross 
Business Operations Co-
ordinator, Northern New 

Region.
Additionally, the Red 

Cross is pleased to recog-
nize the following vol-
unteers who achieved the 
President’s Volunteer Ser-
vice Award which is spon-
sored by the President’s 
Council on Service and 
Civic Participation. These 
awards, issued by the U.S. 
government, recognize in-
dividuals who achieve and 
record a targeted number 
of service hours within a 
calendar year.

Gold Recipients 
(500+ volunteer hours)

Lorraine Bernier, 
East Portland

Robert Bouchard, 
Frenchville

Jessica Craig, Port-
land

Michael Craig, Port-
land

Paul Duclos, Glen-
wood

Jim Larson, Hamp-
den

John Leeming, Cum-

berland
Karen Towle, Gardin-

er
Lynn Walkiewicz, 

Lewiston
Solomon Yusim, 

Scarborough
Silver Recipients 

(250 – 499 volunteer 
hours)

Sheila Blackman, 
Mount Desert

Ann Cibelli, Acton
Raybo Frank, Buck-

sport
Irene Lang, Winter-

port
Ruth Lathrop, Wind-

ham
Anthony Lawless, 

Portland
Christopher Luck, 

Moultonborough
Linda Murphy Luck, 

Moultonborough
David Pincumbe, 

Brunswick
Daniel Sayner, 

Brunswick
Michael Thurston, 

Auburn

RSU 16 Futures Task Force Calls for Collaboration
POLAND, ME 

(June 16, 2023) -- The 
RSU 16 Futures Task Force 
is dedicated to develop-
ing and presenting recom-

mendations to the School 
Board at the September 
2023 Board meeting. 
These recommendations 
aim to achieve cost sav-

ings and address RSU 16 
issues while ensuring that 
the quality of education 
for students is maintained. 
The Task Force recognizes 

the significant challenges 
it is grappling with and is 
actively working to make 
well-informed decisions 
that will ultimately benefit 

the RSU 16 educational 
community.  The Futures 
Task Force is inviting RSU 
16 community members 
and staff to share ideas 

and collaborate on July 12, 
2023 from 6:00-7:30PM at 
Whittier Middle School. 
Together, let’s brainstorm, 
inspire, and take action.
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OPTION 1

Get out, Gorham, for the 2023 Summer Trail Challenge

GORHAM, ME 
(June 16, 2023) -- This 
free challenge is intend-
ed for folks who are new 
to hiking and for those 
who know our trails well. 
The six trails of the chal-
lenge are 1-2 miles long 
(with more trails accessi-
ble if you wish to extend 
your outing), and many 
include scavenger hunts, 
fairy houses, and story-
walks making this a fam-

ily-friendly adventure and 
enjoyable for all ages. You 
could find yourself discov-
ering centuries old trees in 
Windham, exploring the 
ruins of a 150-year-old 
mill along the Presump-
scot River in Gorham, 
enjoying meandering 
meadows in Standish, and 
following one of the wild-
est rivers in the region in 
Westbrook. 

CHALLENGE: Visit 

and photograph six Pre-
sumpscot Regional Land 
Trust Preserve destina-
tions this summer:

1) Mill Brook Pre-
serve | Westbrook | Land-
mark: The Waterfall and 
Viewing Pool

2) Pride Preserve | 
Westbrook | Landmark: 
The Cascade Falls

3) Black Brook Pre-
serve | Windham | Land-
mark: Glacial Erratic 

See Challenge, next page
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Insulate. Be comfortable.  
Save money.
Rebates up to $8,000 for  
income-eligible households

Visit efficiencymaine.com for program details or call 866-376-2463.

Start today by scanning this QR 
code and see if you prequalify.

It takes less than 5 minutes.

Bennett Radio Group -  WOXO & WIGY • Sun Journal  •  Twin City Times  •  Turner Publishing

For tickets and info: www.laclt.com 
Tickets : $22 adults • $19 seniors • $14 students 

includes all taxes and fees
Great Falls Performing Arts Center, 30 Academy Street, Auburn, ME

June 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 2023 ~ 7:30 p.m.
June 18 & 25, 2023 ~ 2:00 p.m.

2022-2023 Underwriters 

Media Sponsors

Show Supporters

Director – John Blanchette
AssistAnt Director / stAge MAnAger – Danielle Eaton 

ProDucer – Matthew Conklin

THE CHAMPOUX
INSURANCE GROUP

THE CHAMPOUX GROUP
CHAMPOUX      PEOPLES      PINKHAM      ROGERS

I N S U R A N C E

...Your Security is Our Concern!

L/A Community Little Theatre presents
PICASSO AT THE LAPIN AGILE

(large boulder)
4) Hawkes Preserve 

| Gorham | Landmark: 
Viewing Bridge (views of 
the Presumpscot River) 

5) Gambo Preserve | 
Gorham/Windham | Land-
mark: Mill Ruins (the 
grindstone circle)

6) Steep Falls Vil-

lage Preserve | Standish | 
Landmark: Tucker Brook 
Overlook

PRIZE: The Trail 
Challenge is sponsored by 
REI Co-op. Upon comple-
tion of the challenge by 
August 31st, with photo-
graphs of the six preserve 
landmarks, the first 100 
participants will receive a 

REI Co-op & Land Trust 
co-branded water bottle. 
Every participant will re-
ceive a REI Co-op & Land 
Trust co-branded sticker. 

Register for your 
summer adventure today, 
details and instructions to 
follow upon registration: 
https://www.prlt.org/2023-
summer-trail-challenge

Challenge
Continued from previous page

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our weekly giveaways!What do you think?

We strongly encourage Letters to the Editor, Op/Eds, columns or any 
other submissions from our readers.
Agree with us or another columnist? Disagree? Write to us and let us 
know!
Email all submissions, including name, address and phone number, to 
the editor.
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THE Basement, Attic, Garage
& Apartment

Cleanouts

Boat, Vehicle & 
Camper 

(207) 450-5858  •  www.thedumpguy.com    Fully Insured

JUNK
REMOVAL

UMaine to Host National Experts on Inclusive Education
ORONO, ME (June 

16, 2023) — Educators 
and other professionals in 
Maine who support peo-
ple with autism, intellec-
tual disabilities and other 
developmental conditions 
will have the opportunity 
to learn from some of the 
country’s leading research-
ers and practitioners at the 
University of Maine next 
month.

The Council for Ex-
ceptional Children Divi-
sion on Autism and De-
velopmental Disabilities 
(CEC DADD) is hosting 
its summer board meeting 
at UMaine on July 20. The 
next day, July 21, the divi-
sion, in collaboration with 
the UMaine College of Ed-
ucation and Human Devel-
opment and Maine Depart-
ment of Education Office 
of Special Services and In-
clusive Education, will host 
its Summer Symposium on 
campus. 

“A few years ago, the 
leadership of the Division 
on Autism and Develop-

mental Disabilities decided 
that wherever we hold our 
summer board meeting, 
we also would host a sym-
posium, or mini-confer-
ence, at a minimal cost to 
local educators,” says Bree 
Jimenez, CEC DADD pres-
ident and associate profes-
sor of special education at 
the University of Texas at 
Arlington.

“Part of the reason we 
selected Maine as the site 
for this year’s symposium 
was because of the strong 
partnership between UMa-
ine’s College of Education 
and Human Development 
and the Maine DOE, and 
both organizations’ com-
mitment to inclusive ed-
ucational practices for 
people with autism and de-
velopmental disabilities,” 
Jimenez adds.

Sarah Howorth, asso-
ciate professor of special 
education at UMaine, has 
long been involved with 
the CEC DADD. Howorth 
is director of Maine Access 
to Inclusive Education Re-

sources (MAIER), an infor-
mation and resource clear-
inghouse for professionals 
and families to assist in 
accessing and navigating 
programs and services re-
lated to inclusive education 
of students with autism and 
other disabilities. MAIER 
was established at UMaine 
in 2014 with significant fi-
nancial support from Maine 
DOE, and continues to re-
ceive the bulk of its funding 
from the Office of Special 
Services and Inclusive Ed-
ucation.

“There’s critical work 
happening in Maine right 
now to ensure equitable 
and sustainable access to 
education for all individ-
uals,” says Howorth. “By 
bringing its summer sym-
posium here, CEC DADD 
is recognizing these efforts 

and providing an important 
learning opportunity for the 
teachers, caregivers and 
others who support people 
with autism and intellectual 
disabilities in the state ev-
eryday.”

The symposium will 
take place from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on July 21, and will 
feature two strands related 
to inclusive practices for 
students with autism and 
other disabilities: “Access 
to the Curriculum” and 
“Quality of Life.” Work-
shops, led by experts from 
the CEC DADD, include 
“Evidence-Based Practices 
for Implementing Physical 
Activity and Motor Devel-
opment Programs in Pre-K 
and Elementary Class-
rooms” and “Planning for 
Life After High School.” 

Rachel McInnis is 

program coordinator for 
Woodfords Family Ser-
vices, which operates a pre-
school and special purpose 
private school in Waterville 
for students who have dis-
abilities. She registered 
to attend the CEC DADD 
symposium to learn more 
about inclusive practices 
for her students. She says 
she’s particularly interest-
ed in learning more about 
implementing new physical 
activity and motor devel-
opment activities in Wood-
fords’ K–5 program.

“I find that opportuni-
ties like this can give teach-
ers confidence in the things 
we already know, but also 
give us a new perspective 
or angle on an approach, 
as well as teach us some-
thing we’ve never thought 
of before,” McInnis says. 
“I hope to share the knowl-
edge gained with our teach-
ers and empower them in 
their teaching. I also hope 
for our students to engage 
in new and exciting activi-
ties.”

Registration for the 
2023 CEC DADD Summer 
Symposium is $30 for indi-
viduals planning to attend 
in-person, $40 for virtual, 
or $100 for schools or oth-
er organizations that would 
like to host a group attend-
ing virtually. The cost for 
vendors wishing to attend 
the conference is $40 per ta-
ble. More information and a 
link to register is online.

Fontaine Family Raises Over 
$24K for Make-A-Wish Maine

Send all
items for

Newsmakers, 
Names 

and Faces
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

MAINE (June 9, 
2023) -- The Fontaine 
Family Team raised over 
$24,000 for Make-A-Wish 
Maine at their 10th Annu-
al Bid for Wishes Virtual 

Auction hosted on Face-
book. The team acquired 
over 300 items from Maine 
businesses and individuals.

Fontaine has been 
fundraising for Make-A-

Wish Maine since 2009 
starting with the Walk for 
Wishes events and has 
raised over $140,000 since 
then. Fontaine Family 
Team has been providing a 
platform for local business-
es and individuals to make 
a difference in the lives of 
seriously ill children by 
donating items, collecting, 
and dropping off items, and 
bidding on items. Fontaine 
Family Team is grateful for 
the generosity of Maine 
business owners and indi-
viduals and for supporting 
this worthy cause.

Fontaine continues to 
give back to the commu-
nity and is committed to 
making a positive impact 
on Maine families. For 
more info to support Fon-
taine Family’s fundraising 
efforts for Make-A-Wish 
Maine visit their website, 
BrendaFontaine.com.

Best
Source

for Arts, 
Music and 
Theater!

Your
Hometown 

Paper.
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Strawberry Fest at Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Boyhood Home 

Image courtesy of the Hawthorne Community Association.

RAYMOND, ME 
(June 13, 2023) – One of 
southern Maine’s beloved 
annual events—the Straw-
berry Festival at Nathan-
iel Hawthorne’s Boyhood 
Home in Raymond (40 
Hawthorne Road)—re-
turns this year on Saturday, 
June 24, from 6 p.m. to 
7:45 p.m.  Featuring an il-
luminating presentation by 
Town of Raymond Code 
Enforcement Officer Chris 
Hanson on preserving the 
town’s land and shoreline 
beauty, the festival will 

raise funds for the ongoing 
restoration and preserva-
tion of the boyhood home 
of the legendary author 
of The Scarlet Letter. Ad-
mission is $15 for adults 
and $5 for children aged 
8 and under, with reser-
vations at Hawthorne@
Maine.RR.com or by call-
ing 207-329-0537 strongly 
recommended. Walk-ins 
also are welcome.

The annual festival 
will kick-off with a brief 
update offered by Abel 
Bates, Hawthorne Commu-

nity Association member, 
on the Hawthorne House’s 
ongoing fundraising efforts 
and the association’s vision 
for the future of the histor-
ic house. This will be fol-
lowed by the special pre-
sentation by Chris Hanson.

Wrapping up the 
event, all attendees will 
enjoy yummy homemade 
strawberry shortcake, 
served with coffee, punch, 
and lots of friendly smiles!  

How to Donate to Na-
thaniel Hawthorne’s Boy-
hood Home

Those who would 
like to donate to the ongo-
ing restoration of Nathan-
iel Hawthorne’s Boyhood 
Home in Raymond may do 
so by sending a much-ap-
preciated check payable to 
“Hawthorne Community 
Association” to:  Haw-
thorne Community Associ-
ation / PO Box 185 / South 
Casco, ME 04077.  Secure 
credit card, debit card, and 
PayPal donations may be 
made online at: https://
www.hawthorneassoc.
com.     

For reservations 
and other information, 
please contact Becky Tra-

cy at Hawthorne@Maine.
RR.com or (207) 207-329-
0537.

Clothes Galore at Gorham’s Mission of Hope Clothes Closet
GORHAM, ME 

(April 29, 2023) -- The 
FREE Clothes Closet at 
Cressey Road Church 
(Mission of Hope 
Clothes Closet) is open 
to all who need Fellow-

ship, Friendship and 
Clothes. We are located 
at 81 Cressey Road, Gor-
ham, and we are open on 
the FIRST and THIRD 
Saturday of each month 
from 9 o’clock AM to 12 

Noon.
We focus on clothes 

and accessories (gloves, 
scarves, hats, etc.) and 
welcome your dona-
tions during our operat-
ing hours. Clean clothes 

in good shape help the 
most, as they go right out 
to help people locally or 
in nearby communities. 
An attempt is made to 
have season appropriate 
clothes available to you. 

After we have displayed 
them for a time, they are 
donated to serve the peo-
ple in need in Ukraine.

In addition to help-
ing folks find clothes, we 
want to spend time with 

you! There are tables to 
sit, talk and to share a 
cup of coffee and usually 
a goodie with volunteers 
or others. Come see us! 
You might make a new 
friend. All are Welcome!

THE CALM BEFORE THE STORM CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT
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• MULCH 
• LOAM 
• COMPOST 
• GRAVEL 
• STONE 
• SAND

1294 Sabattus Street
Lewiston

207-713-6090
Delivery Available

Also offering
residential & commercial 

lawn mowing services

Loading Hours:
M-Th by appointment

Fri - 8 am to 5 pm
Sat - 8 am to 2 pm

Sun - 8 am to Noon

• Landscaping
• Hardscape
• Drainage Installs
• Retaining Walls
• Mowing
• Snow Plowing
• and more!

207-344-5212

Gov. Mills Signs Republican-Led Highway Funding Bill 

Flanked by members of the Legislature’s Transportation Committee, Gov. Janet Mills, cen-
ter, holds the highway funding bill LD 259 after signing it on Friday, June 16, 2023, at the 
State House in Augusta. The bill included a key Republican amendment by Sen. Brad Far-
rin, R-Somerset (right), that provides permanent funding for the State’s highways, bridges, 
ferry system and Bureau of Motor Vehicles budget. (photo courtesy of Senate Republican 
Office/Mike Fern)

AUGUSTA, ME 
(June 16, 2023) – For 
years, the budget that funds 
all operations of the state’s 
Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT) has been sup-
ported through short-term 
or one-time sources. Last 
week, Sen. Brad Farrin, 
R-Somerset, sought to 
fix that and proposed an 
amendment to the bill that 
would dedicate sustain-
able, permanent funding 
going forward.

That amended bill, 
LD 259, was enacted by 
the Maine Legislature yes-
terday and signed by Gov. 
Janet Mills today.

For Senate Republi-
can Leader Trey Stewart, 
R-Aroostook, the passage 
of LD 259 proved to be a 
historic moment and will 
provide much-needed sta-
ble statutory funding for 
Maine’s roads and bridges.

“Maine owes a debt 
of gratitude for the leader-
ship of Senator Brad Far-
rin, Representative Wayne 
Parry and Republicans on 
the Transportation Com-
mittee, without whom this 
critical change would not 
have come about,” said 
Stewart. “Passage of this 
bill eliminates the need to 
continually borrow against 
our future and pay interest 
when we don’t have to, par-

ticularly at a time when the 
State is flush with money. 
Instead of expanding state 
government by growing 
positions or creating new 
social programs, Republi-
cans said enough is enough 
and that its time to actually 
find a way to fix our roads 
and bridges.”

According to Far-
rin, who is the Senate 
Republican Lead for the 
Transportation Commit-
tee, discussion regarding 
permanent funding for the 
State’s transportation infra-
structure has been ongoing 
for years. A Blue Ribbon 
Commission was convened 
in 2020 to study the issue 
but couldn’t settle on a per-
manent solution.

“The proposed two-
year transportation budget 
dedicated $200 million 
in one-time funds and we 
were able to move another 
$53 million in liquor fund 
cascade money into the 
budget,” Farrin said Thurs-
day after the vote. “But as 
we were moving forward 
this session, we heard dis-
cussion about another bond 
issue despite our record 
amount of revenue.”

Farrin recalled that 
one of the major find-
ings from the Blue Rib-
bon Commission was the 
growing negative impact 

of electric vehicles on gas 
tax receipts. He proposed 
his amendment to the 
Transportation Committee 
that would dedicated 50% 
of sales tax revenue from 
the sale of vehicles and 
vehicle-related parts to the 
Highway Fund.

Ultimately, his 
amendment garnered bi-
partisan support with 9-4 
majority vote.

When the bill reached 
the Senate, a floor amend-
ment reduced the alloca-
tion to 40% but also includ-
ed vehicle use tax, which is 
collected separately from 
the sales tax system. The 
change means the High-
way Fund will have at least 
$130-$150 million in per-
manent funding per year 
going forward.

“I want to thank all of 
the members of the Trans-
portation Committee who 
worked hard on this issue,” 
Farrin said of the biparti-
san effort. “This will en-
sure that Maine’s transpor-
tation infrastructure will 
have dedicated funding 
now and in the future and 
our transportation needs 
will be met.”

Sen. Rick Bennett, 
R-Oxford, the Senate Re-
publican Lead for the Leg-
islature’s Appropriations 
and Financial Affairs Com-

mittee and a fierce critic 
of what he calls Maine’s 
“broken budgeting pro-
cess,” said the structural 
imbalance of the Highway 
Fund had been growing 
for years. Electric vehi-
cles don’t contribute to the 
State’s gas tax; yet they 
still cause wear and tear 
on Maine’s transportation 
system.

“We’ve known for a 
while that the motor vehi-
cle fuels tax was no longer 

sufficient to fund our trans-
portation needs and EVs 
were only going to make 
it worse,” Bennett said. 
“We’ve been avoiding the 
problem for years through 
borrowing and other fi-
nancial sleight of hand but 
this move to permanent 
funding will help avoid the 
need to do that.”

For Bennett, the 
State’s record amount of 
revenue gave Republican 
lawmakers the opportunity 

to find a long-term solu-
tion, something he said 
everyone knew had to hap-
pen.

“Missing this oppor-
tunity to actually solve the 
Highway Fund’s funding 
crisis for the long term 
would have been a tragic 
mistake,” he said. “This 
transition to dedicated 
sources of funding that is 
going to last and grow over 
time is a really good move 
for the people of Maine.”

$30M to Support Universal Broadband Access in Maine
WA S H I N G TO N , 

D.C. (June 16, 2023) 
– U.S. Senators Susan 
Collins and Angus King, 
and Representatives 
Chellie Pingree and Jared 
Golden announced that 
the Maine Connectivity 
Authority was awarded 
$30,016,472.13 in fed-
eral funding from the 
Middle Mile Broadband 
Infrastructure grant. This 
investment is funded by 
the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law and will support 
Maine’s strategic goal of 
providing universal broad-
band access throughout the 
state.

“As one of the most 

rural states in the nation, 
Maine will see immense 
benefits from expanding 
high-speed, affordable 
broadband access to all our 
people. In the 21st cen-
tury economy, access to 
high-speed Internet is ab-
solutely essential to busi-
ness development and job 
growth in rural areas, and 
it opens doors to new op-
portunities in telehealth 
and education,” said Sena-
tors Collins and King and 
Representatives Pingree 
and Golden. “As proud 
supporters of the Biparti-
san Infrastructure Law, we 
are pleased to see the con-
tinued impact of this bipar-

tisan legislation.”
“With this grant 

award, Maine is demon-
strating its national lead-
ership in the expansion of 
high-speed, reliable and 
affordable internet,” said 
Andrew Butcher, President 
of the Maine Connectivity 
Authority. “MOOSE Net 
will provide the connectiv-
ity infrastructure to enable 
the industries that power 
Maine– farming, fishing, 
forest products and fun.” 

The Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law invests $65 
billion to support broad-
band infrastructure nation-
wide, including $1 billion 
for the Middle Mile Broad-

band Infrastructure Grant 
Program administered by 
the National Telecommu-
nications & Information 
Administration. The fund-
ing will support the con-
struction, improvement, 
or acquisition of “middle 
mile” broadband infra-
structure, which will help 
reduce the cost of connect-
ing areas that are unserved 
or underserved to the inter-
net backbone and bridge 
gaps in the broadband net-
work. 

Senator Collins 
was part of the core group 
of 10 Senators who ne-
gotiated the text of the 
bipartisan infrastructure 

law. Senator Collins and 
Senator Shaheen of New 
Hampshire spearheaded 
the broadband working 
group and co-authored the 
law’s provisions providing 
for $65 billion broadband 
investment. This histor-
ic legislation is deliver-
ing billions of dollars to 
Maine for investments in 
broadband, roads, bridg-
es, and more. As Co-Chair 
of the bipartisan Senate 
Broadband Caucus, Sena-
tor King has been a strong 
advocate for expanding af-
fordable broadband access 
as a way to increase eco-
nomic opportunity in rural 
Maine. Senator King in-

troduced the Middle Mile 
Broadband Deployment 
Act in 2021 that proposed 
creating a grant program to 
connect internet carriers to 
local networks in unserved 
and underserved commu-
nities.

 The bipartisan infra-
structure law is expected to 
deliver approximately $2.5 
billion to Maine over the 
next five years for critical 
broadband, transportation, 
energy, and environmen-
tal projects. In Decem-
ber 2022, Maine received 
$5.5 million to plan for 
the deployment and adop-
tion of broadband service 
throughout the state.

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our weekly giveaways!
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ACCOUNTANT

CHIROPRACTOR

PRINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston

207.783.0078
www.familychirome.com



Experience Life

23 Goldthwaite Rd. 
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715 
Lewiston, ME 04243

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

PHONE 376-3325  

Auburn 207-783-9111   Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

SHIPPING

SELF STORAGE

Computer Diagnostics • Yokohama Tires
Repairs • Alignments • Inspection Station

Gas • Clear K1 • Tune-ups • Brakes • Batteries

260 S. Main St., Auburn • 782-9144 

Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

Poisson & Sons 
Auto Care Center, Inc.

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

AUTO CARE

PAINTING

9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

MARINE SERVICES

Locally Owned

Marine Service

237 Lewiston Road • Topsham, ME 04086 • (207) 725-5997
www.pontesmarine.com

American 
Builders

Call 207-500-8100
For FREE Estimates

Quality Work with References Available

Custom Building & Remodeling

Fully Insured • 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

Call Tyler
500-8100

Finish Carpenter

CONTRACTORS

Interiors • Exteriors
Free Estimates

WADE J. LIBBY
WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

CELL: 207.210.0605

FREE DELIVERY L/A

777-1520
www.sweetpeafloraldesignsme.com

Sweet Pea Des igns
FLOWER SHOPPE

FLOWER SHOPPE

PHOTOGRAPHY WEB HOSTING

CD’S

Executive Portraits • Business photographs • Videos

Bell Studios, Inc.

PHOTOGRAPHY

MASONRY
Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

Masonry • Culture Stones
Chimneys • Chimney Cleaning

Repointing & Repairs
Restoration

Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates

20+ Years of Experience

Business Directory

Contact us today for possible openings in our 
business directory! Info@TwinCitytimes.com.

Locally Owned
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Calendar
Send your submissions to the Editor. More online.

GORHAM LITTLE LEAGUEGORHAM LITTLE LEAGUE    
Field Funding CampaignField Funding Campaign

GYBSA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) tax deductible contribution

GORHAM LITTLE LEAGUE  
Field Funding Campaign
The Gorham Youth Baseball & Softball Association is making a large capital investment 
to provide updates and add fields to accommodate practice and game schedules:

          - Develop 2 fields at White Rock

          - Purchase seasonal fence for Shaw Park

          - Repair dugouts and fencing, build storage centers

          - Add infield mix and relevel current fields

          - Acquire tarps and field maintenance equipment

          - Add scoreboards

VISIT: GYBSA.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION, INCLUDING DONATION LEVEL REWARDS

$20K

$50K

DONATE TODAY!

$40K

$30K

VISIT: tinyurl.com/GYBSA-DONATE or 
MAIL TO: GYBSA, PO Box 176, Gorham, ME 04038

SMMC
Continued from page 1

 Southern Maine 
Community College is the 
system’s oldest, largest, 
and most diverse college, 
with more than 6,000 stu-
dents and offering 40-plus 
programs of study at the 
Portland and Brunswick 
campuses, online, and at 
satellite locations across 
southern Maine.

June 15-25
AUBURN -- Com-

munity Little Theatre pres-
ents the Steve Martin com-
edy Picasso at the Lapin 
Agile. Young men Albert 
Einstein and Pablo Picasso 
meet and discuss art, the 
universe, and everything in 
between along with some 
colorful characters who 
add wit, humor, and wry 
perspectives. Show dates 
are June 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 
& 24 at 7:30 p.m., and June 
18 & 25 at 2:00 p.m. All 
performances at CLT on 30 

Academy Street in Auburn. 
Tickets and more informa-
tion at www.laclt.com/pi-
casso-at-lapin-agile-2023

June 24
GRAY -- First Con-

gregational Church of 
Gray Saturday Night 
Church Supper on Satur-
day June 24, 2023 @ 5 P. 
M. at the Parish House, 5 

Brown Street, Gray. Hand-
icapped Accessible. Meals 
are Singled-sized and are 
$10.00 each. Please pay at 
the Door.

The Menu includes: 
A variety of Casseroles 
and Salads, Baked Pea 
Beans, Red Hot Dogs, 
Breads. Assortment of 
Desserts, and Beverages. 
Phone # day of the supper 
- 657-4279.

June 24
LEWISTON – Mem-

bers of Lewiston’s delega-
tion to the State Legislature 
will hold constituent office 
hours at the Lewiston Pub-
lic Library later this month 
to provide local residents a 
chance to meet with their 
elected officials and dis-
cuss legislative and state 
government matters. The 
delegation will give up-
dates on their work on var-
ious policy areas, includ-
ing the state budget, law 
enforcement, insurance 
and financial affairs, taxes, 
transportation and veterans 
issues. Office hours are 
scheduled for the fourth 
Saturday of every month.
WHO:                   Sen. 
Peggy Rotundo, Rep. Kris-
ten Cloutier, Rep. Margaret 
Craven, Rep. Mana Abdi 
and Rep. Michel Lajoie

WHEN:                 Sat-
urday, June 24, 2023 from 

10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
WHERE:               The 
Couture Room, Lewiston 
Public Library, 200 Lisbon 
Street

June 24
AUGUSTA -- The 

Maine Hosta Society will 
hold its Annual Plant Auc-
tion on Saturday, June 
24th at Viles Arboretum 
located at 153 Hospital 
Street in Augusta. A silent 
auction of plants donated 
from members’ gardens 
will take place at 10:00 am. 
The live auction of some of 
the latest hostas available 
begins at 1:00 pm. Admis-
sion is free and open to the 
public.

June 24
BUXTON -- Had-

dock Supper Buffet - Sat-
urday, June 24, 2023 
- 5:00 pm at Living Wa-
ters Church, Parker Farm 
Road, Buxton. Suggested 
donation: $10 Adult, $5 
Child, $20 Family. Please 
note: We will offer the op-
tion of takeout containers 
for those who do not want 
to come inside for seating. 
Wearing of face masks for 
those who are not vaccinat-
ed is suggested. Hand san-
itizer is available for those 
who wish to use it.

June 27, June 29, 
July 1, July 2

DaPonte String Quar-
tet Summer Series Con-
certs Summer Series I. 
Program: Beethoven String 
Trio in G Major, Op. 9 no 
1, Alan Hovhaness String 
Trio Op. 201 & Dohnanyi 

Serenade, op. 10
Tuesday, June 27, 

7:30 pm  Union Church, 
South Bristol

Thursday, June 29, 
7:30 pm  St. Paul’s Union 
Chapel, Waldoboro

Saturday, July 1, 7:30 
pm Ocean View Grange, 
St. George Peninsula

Sunday, July 2, 4:00 
pm Surry Arts at the Barn, 
Surry

July 15
GORHAM -- On Sat-

urday, July 15th, starting 
at 1:00 pm at the Trewor-
gy Homestead and Gar-
den located at 120 Flaggy 
Meadow Road in Gorham, 
the Maine Iris Society will 
hold its annual auction of 
bearded iris rhizomes. All 
are welcome.

Sept 2
GORHAM -- On 

Saturday, September 2nd, 
starting at 1:00 pm at the 
United Methodist Church, 
439 Park Avenue in Au-
burn, the Maine Iris So-
ciety will hold its annual 

auction of Siberian irises 
and daylilies. All are wel-
come.

Send all
items for

What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.
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HOUSE 
KEEPING

Housekeeping/ House 
Arranging small items 
to aid in mobility. Small 
jobs/spring cleaning and 
removal of unwanted 
i t e m s .  S c h e d u l e d 
regularly and ongoing. 
(207) 705-7989

LIVE & CODE 
IN MAINE

Maine cybersecurity 
startup seeks local soft-
ware engineer
Defendify is looking for a 
senior full stack engineer 
to join full-time. Small 
team/big results. Fun + 
flexible + always inter-
esting. Come build our 
award-winning, all-in-
one cybersecurity plat-
form. Position informa-
tion and to apply: www.
defendify.com/careers.

Classified Ads

Send payment with completed form to our
 bookkeeping office:  89 Union Street, Suite 1014

Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

CLEANERS
CC Island Cleaning 
Company. Seasonal, Air 
B&B, homes. Cleaning 
with care. Call for a 
quote. Denise (207) 
420-4952.

MJ’s- Cleaning
O v e r 1 0 y e a r s ex-
perience. Reasonable 
rates. Available to work
with your schedule.
Call: 207-539-3204.

FOR SALE
Men’s Dress Coats al-
most new - One London 
Fog, dark tan size 42 R 
$50, one 3/4 length with 
zip in lining - tan $40. 
1 pair new Timberland 
work boots size 9W $50. 
Call 207-782-4228

Wood boiler – Must go! 
$2,500. Alternate heat-
ing carbon steel wood 
boiler. Purchased in 
1996 for $6,800. New 
door seal, bricks, blan-
ket, and silicone card 
bead. Includes cycle 
timer and plumb fittings. 
1,400#. Model E100 
wood gun. Can be lifted 
directly into your trailer.
GORHAM. (207) 222-
2755.

Turboclean Power-
brush Pet Pro

Turboclean Powerbrush 
Pet Pro carpet cleaner. 
Brand new. Used once. 
Asking $80. Call 893-
8851. Gorham.

Back Hoe
Back hoe Attachment 
for tractor. 3 point hitch, 
category two, 12 foot 
long $3,500 . 782-5539

Exercise Bike, 
Coffee table

Recumbent bike with 
heart & mileage mon-
itor $75. Lt oak cof-
fee table with 4 glass 
panes & shelf. Call 
782-1456

GENERATOR
Briggs & Stratton Elite 
series 7000 Watt gener-
ator - Key start- 25 foot
10 gauge rigid power 
cord included. Used 63 
hours. Asking $650.00 
cash - serious inquiries 
only, please call 207-
929-1575

PAINTING
Interiors and Exteriors. 
23 years full time, ref-
erences upon request, 
seniors and veterans 
discount on labor, free 
estimates. Call for on site 
review of your project 
with advice on what you 
have now and the best 
way to proceed. Call 
207-786-9849

SENIORS
LEWISTON SENIOR 

CITIZENS TRIPS 
FOR 2023  

Reflections of Italy - 
October 9 - 18, 2023
Trip includes 10 days, 9 
nights lodging, and 12 
meals, including Rome, 
Vatican Museums, Sistine 
Chapel, St. Peter’s Basilica, 
Assisi, Perugia, Cortona, 
Florence, Michelangelo’s 
DAVID, Chianti Winery & 
Cooking Class, Venice, St. 
Mark’s square, boat ride to 
Murano Island, Milan and 
much more.

For more information on 
any of our trips, please 
contact Claire Bilodeau 
(207)784-0302  or Cindy 
Boyd (207)345-9569.

SUPERVISED 
EXERCISE

Fit to Function, individ-
ualized exercise pro-
gramming promoting 
function through fitness. 
All ages welcome with 
emphasis on middle 
aged and older adults. 
Currently offered at pri-
vate Lewiston gym, in-
home options available. 

Call Mike Phelan for 
more information. 207-
577-8777

WANTED
Odd jobs and Gig work
Retired teacher and 
counselor looking for 
odd jobs and Gig work. 
Trained and experienced 
in babysiting, petsitting, 
senior/adult care and 
cleaning.

Contact Missy
207-539-3204 or

allinoneservices1@
yahoo.com.

Send all items for
Names & Faces to the editor.

Deadline is
Friday by five pm.

Best
Source
for Arts, 

Music and 
Theater!

Your
Hometown Paper.



Page 16 Thursday, June 22, 2023

**Earn $30 bonus for each $1,000 transferred to a new or existing ECU Sun Select Credit Card during Earn $30 bonus for each $1,000 transferred to a new or existing ECU Sun Select Credit Card during 
the promotion period, not to exceed $450.  Balance transfers must occur during the promotional the promotion period, not to exceed $450.  Balance transfers must occur during the promotional 

period ending 12/31/2023, in order to be eligible. The bonus is payable 60 days after the month-end period ending 12/31/2023, in order to be eligible. The bonus is payable 60 days after the month-end 
in which the balance transfer took place and the credit card must remain open.in which the balance transfer took place and the credit card must remain open.11 Annual Percentage  Annual Percentage 
Rate as of 06/01/2022. Not all applicants will qualify for the lowest rate.  Promotion and rate subject Rate as of 06/01/2022. Not all applicants will qualify for the lowest rate.  Promotion and rate subject 

to change without notice. For more information, including bonus eligibility, visit egcu.org/credit.  to change without notice. For more information, including bonus eligibility, visit egcu.org/credit.  

77  ..9999
% APR1

as low as

Up to

$450*

$30 per $1,000

Transfer 
Bonus

Fixed-Rate Fixed-Rate 
Credit CardCredit Card

Apply
Today

or call
221-5000

MSMT Launches Sensory Friendly Performance Series 

The cast of Rapunzel at MSMT, June 2023. Photo by MSMT.

Rapunzel, MSMT Summer 2023. Photo by MSMT.

BRUNSWICK, ME 
(June 14, 2023) - Maine 
State Music Theatre pre-
sented the first of two 
2023 sensory friendly 
performances, Robin & 
Clark’s Rapunzel, on June 
12 at 6:00 p.m. in the Pick-
ard Theater.  The move to 
the main stage represents 
a change of venue for this 
program which, for the 
past seven years, had been 
held in MSMT’s Large Re-
hearsal Studio at 22 Elm 
Street, and had gradually 
outgrown the capacity of 
that space. The Pickard 
Theater on the Bowdoin 
College campus is wheel-

chair accessible and offers 
a nurturing, welcoming 
environment suitable for 
children and families with 
special needs, as well as 
increased seating capac-
ity. Rapunzel drew 133 
attendees – more than a 
130% increase in audience 
numbers.  They came from 
across the state, from coun-
ties as far away as Oxford, 
Penobscot, and Aroostook. 

Artistic Director Curt 
Dale Clark said MSMT is 
thrilled by the exponen-
tial growth of this senso-
ry friendly series. “Maine 
State Music Theatre has 
always been committed 

to providing opportunities 
for young audiences to ac-
cess live theatre. Further-
more, this program makes 
musical theatre accessible 
for children who might not 
otherwise be able to expe-
rience the magic. It’s our 
way of building a theatre 
that is more inclusive and 
welcoming of everyone.”

 These sensory 
friendly performances are 
specially created for fami-
lies with children with au-
tism or other cognitive or 
physical disabilities. The 
hour-long presentations 
are designed to be inter-
active and to engage the 
children in the imaginative 
creative process. Light-

ing and sound levels are 
adjusted to accommodate 
sensory sensitivities, and 
there is the ability to stop 
and start the performance 
or for the audience to en-
ter and leave at will.  Clark 
hosts the event and chats 
with the children, who are 
also invited to meet the 
actors and take photos af-
terwards. Other amenities 
include a quiet room, study 
guide and activity booklet, 
and fidget toys. 

The 2023 program is 
supported with generous 
gifts from Androscoggin 
Bank, the Davis Fami-
ly Foundation, the Onion 
Foundation, the Sam L. 
Cohen Foundation, the 

Alfred M. Senter Fund, 
and the Elsie & William 
Viles Foundation. Previ-
ous donors have included 
the Anna Maria Moggio 
Foundation and the Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Arts. MSMT also received 
support in promoting the 
program among their pa-
trons from local social ser-
vice organizations such as 
Adaptive Outdoor Educa-
tion, the Autism Society of 
Maine, and Maine Autism 
Alliance.

 The program is 
offered free of charge, 
though reservations are 
required and may be made 
by calling the box office 
at 207-725-8769 or online 
at www.msmt.org  A sec-
ond sensory performance 
of the Drewe-Stiles musi-
cal, The Three Little Pigs, 
will be presented at 6:00 
p.m. on July 24, 2023.

 For more information 
contact Dane Whitlock at 
207-725-0184 or commu-
nications@msmt.org

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our weekly giveaways!




