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By Carolyn Walkup

Swimming is much more than an en-
joyable hobby for Summit Hill neigh-
bors John Reinartz and Robert King. 

For the two 59-year-olds, it is an integral 
part of their daily lives.

Lifelong swimmers, Reinartz and King 
met 25 years ago when they joined the 
Masters Swimming club at Macalester Col-
lege, part of the U.S. Masters Swimming 
organization. They both excelled at the 
sport and became friendly competitors.

Reinartz learned to swim as a preschool-
er at the University Club, when his father 
was a lifeguard there. He and his older 
brother, TJ, went on to join the swim team 

at Cretin-Derham Hall. They later learned 
that their maternal grandfather also swam 
for the Raiders. “It must be in the blood,” 
Reinartz said.

King began serious swimming at age 15 
on the swim team at Johnson Senior High 
School. He then swam with the Minnesota 
Swim Club while enrolled at the University 
of Minnesota. 

A highlight of his younger years was 
swimming the 18-mile length of Lake 
Washington in Seattle. His favorite coach 
and mentor during his Seattle years be-
tween 1987-94 was Dan Tripps, who was 
the head coach at Seattle University. Coin-
cidentally, Tripps’ son Scott now coaches 
both King and Reinartz. 

Both athletes have placed high in state 
swimming events, with Reinartz ranking 
in the top 10 for 1-mile races. King finished 
third last year out of some 700 racers in a 
2.1-mile race in Lake Superior.

Usually competing against swimmers 
half their age, the two swim in a variety of 
races in local lakes, including 5-mile mara-
thons in Lake Minnetonka. They especially 
like swimming in Lake Harriet in Minne-
apolis because no motor boats are allowed. 

Their almost daily swimming routines 
begin about 6 a.m. before they go to work–
Reinartz as a pathologist and King as a con-
struction engineer. They regularly swim in 
the Macalester pool for 1½ hours and some 
days in Lake Harriet. 

King has installed a shower in his truck 
for rinsing off after lake swims before going 
to work. During the COVID outbreak when 
indoor pools were closed, they swam only 
in lakes.

In addition to the physical fitness ben-
efits of group swimming, there is a social 
component. “We go out for coffee after-
ward and have happy hours and parties,” 
King said.

Their Masters Swimming coach, Wilson 
Josephson, said King’s and Reinartz’s en-
thusiastic yet competitive attitude sets a 
good example for the whole group. 

“It’s hard to do that kind of exercise by 

Competitive swimming is lifelong passion for two local boomers

By Jane McClure

Anew dental office can replace the long-
vacant Burger King building at 1600 
W. Seventh St., but with 46 off-street 

parking spaces instead of the 54 requested as 
the result of a decision on a conditional use 
permit by the Saint Paul Planning Commis-
sion on June 23.

Dr. Ben Thomas wants to demolish the fast-
food restaurant, build a new dental office and 
move his practice there from 1150 Montreal 
Ave., just off West Seventh. He is proposing 
to build a two-story, 7,818-square-foot office 
with an attached one-story, 1,7440-square-
foot commercial space for a tenant still to be 
named. 

Thomas has 25 employees and sees an esti-
mated 10-12 patients per hour. He said he has 
been trying for several years to acquire the 
site, which has been tied up in a federal bank-
ruptcy case. He hopes to close on the purchase 
of the property in July.

Because of the city’s ongoing efforts to 
limit off-street parking in new developments, 
Thomas must secure a conditional use permit 
to add more parking than what is allowed. 
The city’s zoning code allows a maximum of 
36 surface parking spaces at the site, while 
Thomas is requesting 54. He said his current 
44-space parking lot is always full. 

By Jane McClure

Add the Walnut Street Steps to the long 
list of public rights-of-way in Saint Paul 
in need of repair but with limited funds 

to pay for it. The 170-step stairway between 
Summit and Pleasant avenues has been closed 
since October 2020 following the collapse of a 
brick wall that abuts the steps. If and when the 
stairway can be reopened drew more than two 
dozen people to a June 13 meeting in City Hall. 
City officials are calling for a broad public effort 
to repair or replace the largest of more than 60 
public stairways maintained by the city. 

“Everyone is here because they think this site 
is really important,” said Sean Kershaw, direc-
tor of Saint Paul’s Department of Public Works. 
He described the steps as a “unique community 
asset” that people have used for many years to 
traverse the bluff between Summit Avenue and 
the West End neighborhood.

Ward 2 City Council member Rebecca No-
ecker, the Summit Hill Association, the West 
7th/Fort Road Federation, the historic preserva-
tion foundation Rethos and the Saint Paul Parks 
Conservancy are all involved in the effort. 

The stairway was built in 1908 by railroad 
magnate James J. Hill on a portion of the then-

Commission limits 
special request for 
old Burger King lot

City is struggling 
with the cost of 
repairing historic 
Walnut St. Steps

Summer Spark 
spreads its wings. 

Laurie Witzkowski pre-
sented the puppet show 

“The Way of the Monarch” 
at the Latimer Library 

in downtown on June 17 
as part of the Saint Paul 

Public Library’s kickoff to 
its Summer Spark learning 

and reading program for 
young kids and teens. At 
right, Nicole and Jeanna 

Link enjoy the show with 
daughter Hazel, 5. 

PHOTOS BY BRAD STAUFFER
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yourself and not give up,” 
Josephson said.

Masters Swimming at 
Macalester is open to adults 
and currently has around 
90 members ranging in 
age from their 20s to 70s. 
While there are no qualify-
ing tests, a certain level of 
skill is expected. Although 
Macalester plans to open 
a second section in July,  
Josephson expects the long 
waiting list of some 70 po-
tential members to remain. 
Some swimmers have been 
waiting as long as seven 
years for an opening.

A leading researcher 
on the health benefits of 
swimming, professor Hirofumi Tanaka of 
the University of Texas has found that al-
most anyone can continue to swim as they 
get age, even those with osteoarthritis. 

Swimming is also the best exercise for 
upper body muscle development when 
compared to biking or running, which 
work only the lower body. That is accord-
ing to David Tanner, research associate at 
Indiana University and co-editor of an edu-
cational handbook on the science of swim-
ming. Studies have shown that swimming 
is also good for your back because it coun-
teracts all of the time spent at a desk. 

Both Reinartz and King used to be run-
ners and participants in triathlons. How-
ever, they gave up running because they 
found swimming to be more fun, as well as 
easier on their knees. Reinartz knew some-
one who was badly injured while running 
in a triathlon. Conversely, he knows a com-
petitive swimmer who is 100 years old. 

“We have to be more careful about 
stretching the older we get,” King said.

Reinartz foresees his long-distance 
speeds slowing down as he ages, but he 
intends to keep right on swimming. “We’ll 
enjoy it while we can,” he said.

John Reinartz and Robert King come ashore after a 2-mile swim on a local lake. PHOTOS BY BRAD STAUFFER

1b MASTERS SWIMMING

On-street parking in that area is limited 
due to parking restrictions and spillover 
parking from Victoria Park and the nearby 
Crosby Lake Business Center. The site has 
limited shared parking options, Thomas 
said, and it sits on bedrock, which rules out 
below-grade parking. 

Senior city planner Anton Jerve recom-
mended approval of the permit for 54 
parking spaces. The West Seventh/Fort 
Road Federation did not take a position on 
the permit request, and no one else from 
the neighborhood testified on the request.

After much debate on June 16, the Plan-
ning Commission’s Zoning Committee  
recommended allowing 46 spaces on a split 
vote. Some commissioners said Thomas 
made the case for more parking, while oth-
ers said the request is inconsistent with the 
city’s plans for that area.

The Zoning Committee considered sev-
eral issues in amending the maximum 
parking allowed. One was the proposed 
Riverview Corridor transit line. The city is 
currently working on station area plans. 
The closest potential station to the new 
dental office would be at Otto Avenue.

Planning Commission chair Luis Rangel 
Morales said the commission needs to get 
serious about limiting off-street parking. 
He said the dental office application is the 
third in two months to seek more parking 
than the zoning code allows. 

“This is contrary to the vision we’ve been 
working toward,” Rangel Morales said.

Commissioner Nate Hood questioned 
statements that the site is considered 
walkable, given its narrow sidewalks and 
proximity to I-35E access ramps. While 
noting that the added parking is not ideal, 
Hood said, “I’m comfortable with this as a 
way to improve the site.”

The property has been zoned for com-
mercial use since 1922. In 1965 city officials 
issued a special use permit for a gas station 
there. A conditional use permit was issued 
in 1980 for a fast-food restaurant.

Burger King occupied the site for many 
years, but it was among the nine Burger 
Kings in the Twin Cities that were closed 
abruptly in 2018 by a Chicago-based com-
pany that had filed for bankruptcy. The 
vacant restaurant’s deteriorated condition 
has been a long-standing concern for the 
city, which has issued various orders in the 
past for cleaning up the site.

1b BURGER KING LOT

Robert King takes delight in sharing his makeshift shower with 
Masters Swimming cohorts, including John Reinartz rinsing off in a 
parking lot after paddling around a local lake. 
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undeveloped Walnut Street 
right-of-way between his house 
at 240 Summit Ave. and his son 
Louis’ house at 260 Summit Ave. 
Hill paid for the construction of 
a 680-foot-long stairway. In re-
turn, the city vacated the right-
of-way, gave it to Hill, and was 
granted an easement to the 15 feet 
of right-of-way eventually occu-
pied by the steps.

The steps originally extended 
to a section of Pleasant Avenue 
that was later vacated to make 
way for I-35E. About 50 percent 
of the stairway was removed. 
That section of the stairway was 
rebuilt, and it now leads to a pe-
destrian bridge over I-35E.

The city debate over the steps’ 
future began almost 20 years ago 
after a portion of the brick wall 
between the steps and 260 Sum-
mit Ave. gave way. In 2012 the 
city’s Department of Safety and 
Inspections ordered the Nichol-
son family, owners of 260 Sum-
mit, to repair the wall. The City 
Attorney’s Office later negotiated 
an agreement with the family: 
The city would take ownership 
of the stairway if the Nicholsons 
made a one-time payment to-
ward its upkeep.

“When the city acquired the 
steps, we agreed to make repairs,” 
said Glenn Pagel, manager of 
Public Works’ bridge division. 

The brick wall was showing 
signs of failure at the time with 
bulging, displaced and miss-
ing bricks and a significant loss 
of mortar. In 2013 the city filled 
in the missing bricks and mor-

tar. However, in July 2020 the 
sections of wall that had been 
repaired by the city collapsed. 
Other parts of the wall fell brick 
by brick due to crumbling mortar. 
The steps were then closed to the 
public. 

Gar Hargens, an architect and 
former chair of Saint Paul’s Heri-
tage Preservation Commission 
(HPC), worked with the Nich-
olson family on repairs to their 
property adjacent to the stairway. 
He called the Walnut Street Steps 
a “major unique structure.” Re-

habilitating them is something 
for which the city should have 
planned, he said.

The city had budgeted $2.5 
million for the stairway in its 
five-year Public Works plan, but 
that money was ultimately used 
to fund other needs. The city has 
been unable to identify another 
funding source to repair or re-
place the steps. 

The oldest section of the stair-
way is near the top with the brick 
wall on the south side and a sand-
stone wall on the north side. The 

brick wall and the steps them-
selves are in poor condition, ac-
cording to Pagel. “There’s noth-
ing left of the (brick) wall,” he 
said. “It’s not repairable.”

According to Pagel, only 20 
percent of the stairway retains its 
historical appearance. Another 
20 percent of the original stair-
way system has been modified. 
Erosion and settlement under 
the stairway slabs and treads has 
caused numerous stones to break. 
The damage and displacement 
have made the stairway unsafe.

One of the city’s options is to 
vacate the stairway and sell the 
property to the Nicholsons or 
the Minnesota Historical Society, 
which owns the J.J. Hill House at 
240 Summit. Another option is to 
remove the brick wall and stair-
way and stabilize the property 
for future stairway construction. 
That would could cost from $1.5-
$3 million.

Removing the brick wall and 
stairway and replacing them 
with a new stairway could take 
two forms. Reconstructing the 
stairway with historical materi-
als would cost from $7-$9 mil-
lion. Replacing the stairway with 
a prefabricated metal system 
would cost from $5-$6 million. 

Reconstructing the stairway 
could be challenging, Pagel said. 
The work site is narrow, and por-
tions of the walls and stairway are 
integral to adjacent private struc-
tures that must be protected and 
stabilized. The bluff itself would 
have to be stabilized, and tempo-
rary easements would be required 
during construction.

City officials have questioned 
how much use a reconstructed 
stairway would get. Local resi-
dents say they have missed the 
stairway. It provides a relatively 
convenient shortcut for getting  
up and down the bluff, they say, 
and makes for good exercise. 

Funding for the project could 
come through the city’s Capital 
Improvement Budget, private 
fundraising or the Minnesota 
Legislature. Any reconstruction 
would also require the approval 
of the HPC as the site is in the His-
toric Hill District.

1b WALNUT STREET STEPS

The Walnut Street Steps descend the bluff from Summit Avenue to the area around United Hospital on the West End. The 
stairway passes between the historic James J. Hill House (left) and the former home of Louis Hill (right).  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER
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By Jane McClure

It appears Saint Paul voters will have the 
final say on whether their city will im-
pose the highest sales tax in the state. 

The Saint Paul City Council voted 6-1 on 
June 21 to direct city staff to prepare the 
ballot language for a November 7 referen-
dum on a proposed 1 percent increase in 
the local option sales tax.

If a majority of voters approve, the extra 
penny on every $1.00 of the purchase price 
of taxable goods and services is expected to 
raise as much as $1 billion for the city over 
20 years. The money would be used to re-
pay the bonds that fund the capital main-
tenance of streets and bridges, the recon-
struction of streets, and the maintenance 
of park facilities across the city. 

This spring the Minnesota Legislature 
voted to permit Saint Paul to hold a ref-
erendum on the local sales tax increase. 
Under state law, the city has two years in 

which to put the measure on the ballot.
Saint Paul Mayor Melvin Carter and Pub-

lic Works director Sean Kershaw have tout-
ed the sales tax increase as a way to fund 
the reconstruction and regular rehabilita-
tion of arterial and collector streets across 
the city. 

According to Parks and Recreation di-
rector Andy Rodriguez, the sales tax could 
help his department deal with a $100 mil-
lion backlog in deferred park maintenance. 
The sales tax would also support the build-
ing of an  East Side recreation and aquatics 
center and the renovation of a Rice Street 
athletics facility into a multi-field complex 
that could host large sporting events.

The sales tax in Saint Paul is currently 
7.875 percent. That includes the statewide 
sales tax of 6.875 percent, Ramsey Coun-
ty’s 0.5 percent sales and use tax for tran-
sit, and Saint Paul’s 0.5 percent Sales Tax 
Revitalization program. This spring the 
Minnesota Legislature approved a 1 per-

cent sales tax increase in the metropolitan 
area to help pay for affordable housing and 
transportation projects.

The additional 1 percent increase for 
streets and parks in Saint Paul would raise 
the sales tax in the city to 9.875 percent, or 
close to 10 cents on every $1.00 of the pur-
chase price of all taxable goods and servic-
es. (Most clothing, food and medications 
are exempt from the sales tax.)

Ward 7 City Council member Jane Prince 
cast the sole vote against holding the sales 
tax referendum. Prince said she supports 
the sales tax for street projects. However, 
she said, she struggles with building new 
park facilities that are likely to add to the 
city’s backlog in park maintenance. “We 
have ample street maintenance issues all 
over our city,” Prince said. “We’ve done a 
really good job in the city of finding fund-
ing for capital improvements, but we’ve 
done a terrible job of maintaining things 
once they’re built.”

The Saint Paul Area Chamber of Com-
merce is opposed to the sales tax increase. 
The chamber fears the increase will hurt 
businesses as they struggle to recover from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Under state law, the City Council must 
approve the ballot language for the refer-
endum at least 90 days before the general 
election. The state requires that sales tax 
ballot questions specify the projects eli-
gible for funding separately. Saint Paul has 
a long list of street and park projects, and 
how that will appear on the ballot remains 
to be seen.

If voters approve the sales tax increase, 
the City Council would have to pass anoth-
er ordinance imposing the increase. The 
city would then have to file the ordinance 
with the Secretary of State’s office and no-
tify the state Department of Revenue at 
least 90 days before the sales tax increase 
takes effect.

By Jane McClure

Renovate 1558, the group that wants 
to save the historic Hamline Mid-
way Library, filed suit on June 2 in 

Ramsey County District Court against the 
city of Saint Paul and the Saint Paul Pub-
lic Library to obtain a temporary restrain-
ing order and block the demolition of the 
93-year-old library building. The group 
takes its name from the library’s address 
at 1558 W. Minnehaha Ave. The city closed 
the library in late May with plans to tear it 
down this fall. A new 10,454-square-foot 
library would be built in its place.

The plan to replace the building with a 
new $8.1 million library has caused a deep 

split in the neighborhood. Some want a 
new library built at the site while others 
want the current library renovated on the 
site or the building preserved and a new li-
brary built at the Hancock Recreation Cen-
ter or another nearby site.

“Taking legal action is a step we have 
sought to avoid throughout the two-year 
fight to save the historic Henry Hale Me-
morial Library,” Renovate 1558 stated. “But 
the city’s blatant disregard for the environ-
mental review process and clear intent to 
demolish the library building as soon as 
possible left us with no other options.”

The group noted that the Saint Paul Pub-
lic Library is proposing to renovate both 
the Riverview and Hayden Heights branch 

libraries. Renovate 1558 members claim 
that renovation is the clear preference of 
the Hamline-Midway neighborhood.

Proponents of a new Hamline Midway 
library contend that it would be more ac-
cessible and provide more usable space on 
one level. The city responded to the lawsuit 
by referring to the “vocal” community sup-
port for the new library. 

Earlier this year, the Hamline Midway 
Library was placed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places. While that does not 
prevent demolition, it does add additional 
steps for those wanting to demolish the 
structure.

The plaintiffs maintained that the city 
had not completed an environmental as-

sessment worksheet (EAW) for the library 
site. Demolishing the building without an 
EAW and public review process is a viola-
tion of state law.

However, city officials announced on 
June 20 that the EAW process was un-
derway. The completed document is now 
available on the city’s website at stpaul.
gov/HamlineMidwayEAW. Public com-
ments on the EAW are being accepted un-
til 4 p.m. on July 20. They may be sent to 
Josh Williams, Principal Planner, 1400 City 
Hall Annex, 25 W. 4th St., Saint Paul, MN 
55102, or emailed to HamlineMidwayLi-
brary_EAW@ci.stpaul.mn.us.

City releases EAW on demolition of historic library as opponents sue to save building

St. Paul readies referendum on raising the city’s sales tax to just under 10%
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By Anne Murphy

When Adam Swanson enrolls at 
the University of Minnesota 
this fall, he will have 20,700 

miles and 680 days to his credit. The Ma-
calester-Groveland resident graduated 
from Central High School in 2021 and set 
out on a two-year bicycle trip around the 
world. Now back at home, Swanson is rest-
ing his legs and reflecting on all that he 
learned about himself and the world in the 
course of his travels.

Swanson, 19, jotted down some of those 
lessons earlier this month during stops 
on the last leg of his journey to Saint Paul. 
“Now that I’ve had a few days at home,” 
he said, “I’m beginning to see with more 
clarity the different aspects of myself that 
I can compare to the people and places of 
my childhood.”

Swanson’s final days on the road were 
marked by a sense of accomplishment and 
the excitement of being back in familiar 
surroundings. His exuberance brought him 
home a day early. His parents Matt and Re-
nee and sister Clare Swanson were not 
there when he arrived, so he showed up 
unannounced at the Merriam Park home 
of his grandparents, Bill and Karen Swan-
son.

“It was exciting,” he said. “Then I biked 
home, and my family was waiting for me in 
the driveway.” 

Long bicycle trips have been a frequent 
diversion for the Swanson family. Just be-
fore the pandemic, they spent two sum-

mers biking across the United States. 
While growing up, Adam organized bicycle 
trips with his friends. It was during high 
school that he started thinking about a 
round-the-world tour.

The first year of his tour took him 
through the Netherlands, Germany, Bel-
gium, France, Italy, Slovenia and Croatia. 
From there, he flew to Thailand. But when 
he tried to cross into Cambodia, he found 
the border closed due to COVID. So he flew 
to India and biked across the subcontinent.

During the first few months of his trav-
els, Swanson was accompanied by his 
high school friend, Henry Phillips. His dad 
joined him for a couple of weeks bicycling 
across India.

Over the last year, Swanson said, “I 
crossed through Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan, Georgia, Turkey, Greece, Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Chile and Argentina. I ended by biking 
across the U.S. from Los Angeles. 

“I spent a month cycling 1,000 miles 
across Turkey, riding from the Black Sea 
to the Mediterranean,” Swanson said. He 
started in the mountains and tea regions 
of that country, rolled into the high deserts 
and around volcanoes, then down to the 
sea. “What made Turkey so special were 
the generous, curious people,” Swanson 
said. “Every day I was held up by Turkish 
locals insisting on inviting me into their 
homes for tea, a meal and to chat.”

In Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, he cycled 
along the ancient Silk Road, visiting for-
tress cities, caravan stops and bazaars that 

have been in operation for thousands of 
years. He heard stories about what life was 
like during the Soviet era. “Since the fall of 
the Soviet Union was only 32 years ago, I 
was able to talk to people who had experi-
enced it first-hand,” he said. “I saw relics of 
those days, such as old Soviet pins and me-
dallions, being sold in the street for a few 
cents.”

Swanson spent four months biking along 
the roads and hiking up into the mountains 
of Patagonia at the southern tip of South 
America. “For the first time in two years, I 
was able to speak the same language as the 
locals—Spanish,” he said. “That opened 
up many opportunities to make friends 
with the locals. It made me feel at home to 
be able to freely communicate.”

Perhaps the most memorable leg of the 
journey was the hike from Argentina into 
Chile, he said. The mountainous trail led to 
the top of a glacier where he stood beside 
a 6,487-square-mile sheet of ice that twist-
ed up into the mountains from the Pacific 
Ocean. The glacier “is so big that it engulfs 
some mountains and makes them look like 
little hills coming out of the ice,” he said.

The lessons Swanson took from his trip 
would fill more than a notebook, he said. 
“When I was growing up, I was always 
nervous about social interactions,” he said. 
“My teachers would tell my parents that I 
needed to talk more in class. Overall, I’m 
very comfortable now and I owe that to 
my solo traveling. I’ve learned that the best 
moments in life come when you don’t ex-
pect them, and to always take advantage of 
opportunities that present themselves be-
cause they may end up being some of your 
best memories. 

“I’ve learned that I don’t really need 
many material objects to be happy,” Swan-

son said. “I’ve lived the last two years of my 
life content with only four small bags of 
necessities. I found happiness being out on 
my bike in the middle of nowhere admir-
ing the mountains and making spaghetti 
over a camp stove. That’s bliss for me.

“I’ve learned the importance of valuing 
the resources you have,” he said. “After 
seeing so many people who live with next 
to nothing, I understand how lucky I am to 
have been born into a household in Minne-
sota having water, food, shade and shelter 
all easily accessible.

“I’ve learned how to read people,” Swan-
son said. “I’ve learned the importance of 
having faith in my fellow humans, that 
hitchhikers aren’t scary, and that goals are 
achievable with hard work and determi-
nation. You just have to have confidence 
and believe in yourself. So many people 
thought I’d be home in less than a year, and 
even I wasn’t fully sure. But sure enough, 
with commitment, I completed my trip, 
and I’ll forever be grateful for my persis-
tence.”

As Swanson prepares to pursue a degree 
in Sustainable Systems Management at 
the U of M, he thinks a lot about the les-
sons he learned on the road as he adjusts to 
life back in Minnesota. “I’m finding myself 
having to get used to all of these resources 
constantly available, like going to the sink 
for water instead of climbing down into 
a river valley to fill my water bottles. It all 
just feels too easy and a little uncomfort-
able.”

Swanson is planning a public presenta-
tion about his trip. As of press time, the date 
and location had yet to be determined, but 
it will be held in July or August. For more 
information, visit his Instagram at across-
theworldbybike.

Roads scholar
Swanson tells of the lessons learned 
in two years of cycling around world

Adam Swanson rides north on Carretera Austral through the Patagonia region of Chile.

Adam Swanson poses with a Kyrgyz family. The nomads of Central Asia had invited him into their yurt.
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Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Pizza and movie night—The Highland District Coun-
cil’s series of summer events on Thursdays will continue at 
6 p.m. on July 13 at the Sibley Manor Apartments, 1300 W. 
Maynard Drive. Outdoor games and pizza will be provided 
by the Saint Paul Department of Parks and Recreation, fol-
lowed by a showing of the animated PG movie DC League 
of Super Pets (2022) at dusk.

Board openings—Candidates are being sought to serve 
on the HDC board of directors, including a two-year term  
representing Grid 3 (see map at tinyurl.com/f3jd2h45) and 
a one-year term representing Highland businesses. Ap-
plications are due by July 13. Visit the website or contact 
info@highlanddistrictcouncil.org or 651-695-4005. Elec-
tions will take place online from July 20-25.

Upcoming meetings—Transportation Committee, 7 
p.m. Tuesday, July 11; and Community Development Com-
mittee, 6:30 p.m.  Tuesday, July 18. Meetings are held at the 
Highland Park Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy., with 
the option to join online. For the Zoom link and meeting 
agendas, visit highlanddistrictcouncil.org/calendar.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Annual Alley Garden Awards—Macalester-Groveland 
residents are encouraged to get their properties ready for 
the annual Alley Garden Awards. Judging will take place in 
July. Learn more by visiting macgrove.org/aga.

Century building plaques—Orders are currently being 
accepted for the next round of century building plaques 
for structures built in 1928 or before. Find out more at  
macgrove.org/100years.

Call for exhibitors/sponsors—There are multiple op-
portunities for people to get involved in this year’s Mac-
Grove Fest on Saturday, September 9. There will be a Mak-
ers Market where people can sell their arts and crafts, and 
a Business Marketplace featuring the products and servic-
es of local businesses and organizations. The registration 
deadline is July 13. Visit macgrove.org/2023registration.

Open board seats—The Macalester-Groveland board of 
directors currently has openings for an at-large business 

representative and an at-large education representative. 
Learn more by emailing mgcc@macgrove.org.

Upcoming meetings—Housing and Land Use Commit-
tee on Wednesday, June 28; Community Building Team on 
Monday, July 10; and board of directors on Thursday, July 
13. The meetings will be held at the Edgcumbe Recreation 
Center, 320 S. Griggs St., and via Zoom beginning at 6:30 
p.m. To log in, visit macgrove.org/participate.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Driveway puppet show—Open Eye Theatre will per-
form Tucker’s Robot at 7 p.m. Friday, June 30, on the upper 
lawn at Linwood, 860 Saint Clair Ave. The show includes 
puppetry and live music. Afterward, kids will be able to 
meet the puppeteers and get a behind-the-scenes look at 
the production. Donations will be collected for Open Eye.

Summit Hill House Tour—Join the SHA from noon-6 
p.m. Sunday, October 8, for a return of the Summit Hill 
House Tour. Tickets are $40 for general admission and 
$135 for VIP access, which includes brunch and early view-
ing of the homes. Visit Summithilltours.org.

Summit-University
summit-university.org • 651-228-1855

New office—The Summit-University Planning Council 
will move into a new office in the community area of Lu-
theran Church of the Redeemer, 285 N. Dale St., at the end 
of July. The SUPC board will return to in-person meetings 
beginning at 6 p.m. Tuesday, August 22, at the new site.

Victoria Street resurfacing—A neighborhood forum 
will be held at 6 p.m. Tuesday, July 11, at the SUPC’s new 
office to discuss the Victoria Street mill and overlay project 
set for this year between Summit and Concordia avenues 

Taste of Rondo Block Party—Join the SUPC for the in-
augural Taste of Rondo Block Party from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 15, at Concordia Avenue and Chatsworth Street. 
The free event will feature food and beverages, live mu-
sic, drum and drill team performances, spoken word and  
poetry, face painting, games and more. 

Stay informed—The public is invited to like the SUPC on 
Facebook and sign up for its e-newsletter, “The Porchlite,”  
by visiting its website.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Slow Ride—The second Slow Roll bike trip along Sum-
mit Avenue will be held from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Saturday, July 
1. Meet on Summit Avenue and Syndicate Street.

Neighborhood cleanup—A University Avenue cleanup 
will be held by the Transportation Committee from 10 
a.m.-noon Saturday, July 15. Volunteers should meet at the 
northwest corner of Snelling and University avenues. 

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 5; and Transportation Committee, 6:30 
p.m. Monday, July 10. Meetings will be held via Zoom. For 
access information, see the calendar on the website.

Contact us—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at 
@UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neigh-
borhood Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Federation updates—The West Seventh/Fort Road 
Federation is requesting proposals for the reconstruction 
of the Justus Ramsey House. Participants must submit a 
letter of intent by July 21. For information about the RFP or 
process, contact executive director Julia McColley at 651-
298-5599 or julia@fortroadfederation.org.

Board member openings—Area 2 and 3 coordinators 
are being sought to serve on the Fort Road Federation’s 
board of directors. Those who are interested are being 
asked to email fortroadfed@fortroadfederation.org.

Yoga in the park—Join instructor Ginny from Heartwild 
Living for yoga from 7-8 p.m. Monday, July 17, at the Bay 
Triangle on Bay Street and Tuscarora Avenue. Admission 
is free, but donations would be appreciated.

West Seventh social—A summer social will be held 
from 6-7:30 p.m. Thursday, July 20, on the lawn of the Keg 
& Case Market, 928 W. Seventh St. Join neighbors for a 
night of socializing, games and getting connected.

Upcoming meetings—Transportation and Land Use 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 5; and board of di-
rectors, 7 p.m. Monday, July 10. Visit fortroadfederation.
org/calendar for information.

By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul City Council voted ear-
lier this month to deny the appeals 
of five tenants whose landlords are 

seeking rent increases above the maximum 
of 3 percent set by the city’s new rent con-
trol ordinance. The failure of the appeals 
had tenants and some members of the City 
Council questioning the effectiveness of 
the ordinance. City Council members said 
they would like to revisit the exemptions to 
the rent control ordinance and determine if 
changes are warranted.

“The unfortunate reality is that the rent 
stabilization we passed last year doesn’t 
do enough to protect tenants,” said Ward 1 
City Council member Russel Balenger. 

Four of the tenants’ appeals heard on 
June 14 concerned a single Summit-Uni-
versity apartment building. A fifth ap-
peal on June 21 was for a building in Mer-
riam Park. While Balenger and other City 

Council members said the rent increases 
in these cases were legally justified under 
city process, they would still like to review 
the application and appeal process for rent 
increases above 3 percent.

In a citywide referendum in November 
2021, Saint Paul voters approved one of the 
most stringent rent control measures in 
the U.S., placing a maximum 3 percent cap 
on annual rent increases. A city task force 
in 2022 recommended numerous changes 
to the rent control ordinance, including a 
wide range of exemptions to the cap.

The City Council approved an exemption 
for new construction and apartment build-
ings of up to 20 years old and an exemption 
for affordable housing. The council also 
approved application and appeal processes 
for both landlords and tenants. 

Landlords can apply for increases above 
the 3 percent cap under certain circum-
stances if they are needed to realize a rea-
sonable return on their investment. Ten-

ants can appeal if they think an increase is 
too much.

The appeals on June 14 and 21 were for 
rent increases of between 3 and 8 percent 
that the city allows landlords to self-certify 
when their expenses are unusually high. 
The landlords must submit an application 
to the city’s Department of Safety and In-
spections (DSI) and provide documenta-
tion to justify the rent increase. Reasons for 
a higher increase can include property tax 
increases and capital improvements to the 
property.

Landlords and tenants can appeal DSI’s 
decision. Landlords also have to notify ten-
ants before they seek increases above 3 per-
cent, and they have to wait 45 days before 
implementing approved increases.

The four appeals heard on June 14 were 
made by tenants of the 91-unit Blair Apart-
ments at 400 Selby Ave. Tenants Jamele 
Watkins, Christine Hackney, Levi Indvik 
and Erica Mumm objected to the 8 per-

cent rent increase sought by their landlord, 
Selby Realty LLC. They told the City Coun-
cil of the financial hardship the higher rent 
increase would create.

At a legislative hearing, representatives 
of Selby Realty LLC said it planned to  im-
plement varying rent increases of up to 8 
percent depending on the condition of a 
unit. They cited a 13 percent property tax 
increase as well as increased operating ex-
penses in seeking more rent. 

The appeal on June 21 was made by 
Gaius Poehler, a tenant at 476 Herschel St. 
Poehler’s landlord, Housing Hub, is seeking 
varying increases of up to 8 percent for the 
16 units to cover an increase in operating 
costs. Poehler, who has lived in his apart-
ment for more than 20 years, complained 
about ongoing maintenance issues in his 
appeal. City staff recommended approval 
of the increase, a decision with which the 
City Council agreed.

By Jane McClure

Acontroversial project to resurface 
Fairview Avenue between Ran-
dolph Avenue and Edgcumbe Road 

this fall is proceeding, but with a change to 
a center median at Bohland Avenue. 

The Highland District Council’s Trans-
portation Committee reviewed the change 
on June 13. The original plan was to add 8- 
foot-wide medians on Fairview at Eleanor, 
Bohland and Saunders avenues. The me-
dians would eliminate left turns from and 
to Fairview as well as east-west through-

traffic at those intersections. 
The median on Bohland will now have 

an opening to allow northbound traffic on 
Fairview to make left turns. The change 
is seen as an aid to motorists headed to 
Highland Catholic School. The school has 
no bus service, so many parents drop their 
children off. While the school did not take  
a position on the issue, many parents and 
neighbors called for a change or eliminat-
ing the Bohland median altogether.

Over the objections of some Transporta-
tion Committee members, the other two 
medians will not be changed. Bumpouts 

are also planned at Bayard Avenue and 
Highland Parkway to make Fairview safer 
for pedestrians.

Jimmy Shoemaker, senior transporta-
tion planner for the Saint Paul Department 
of Public Works, said the median locations 
were chosen to improve pedestrian cross-
ings near neighborhood schools. Emergen-
cy vehicles will still be able to pass over the 
medians or detour as needed.

Of the city’s five resurfacing projects 
scheduled for 2023, Fairview has generat-
ed the most controversy. Public Works has 
received more than 250 comments about 

the project. A virtual meeting on May 9 
drew about 40 people, while nearly 50 
people turned out for one at Highland Park 
Middle School on May 17.

HDC board and committee members 
have objected to the resurfacing planning 
process itself, and what some see as a lack 
of neighborhood input. The district coun-
cil is sending a resolution outlining its ob-
jections to city officials.

Though the City Council will hold a 
public hearing on July 26 regarding assess-
ments, final decisions on the pending proj-
ects are made by Public Works. 

District Councils

City Council questions whether rent control is working for tenants

Plan for Bohland median takes a turn as part of Fairview resurfacing
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Bike paths will ruin Summit
As I looked down Summit Avenue recently, I felt a knot 

in my stomach thinking of the proposed destruction of 
this beautiful and historic street and neighborhood. It is 
an unbelievable gem in the middle of our city.  

The owners of many Summit Avenue homes pay more 
than $15,000 per year in property taxes. They must abide 
by stringent regulations if they wish to make changes to 
their properties because they live in a historic district. The 
view with concrete replacing hundreds of mature trees 
should make any rational person reconsider the whole 
idea. The minds that conceived this plan certainly were 
not prioritizing climate change.

The city process for destroying this street and historic 
neighborhood has not been transparent. Neighborhood 
residents should be able to vote on this extremely 
consequential plan. When I think about how this regional 
trail is being forced down the throats of Saint Paul 
residents—particularly Summit Avenue residents—it 
seems there just might be a private agenda behind the 
scenes. Money? Connections? Maybe both.

Safety keeps appearing as one of the arguments for 
the bike trail. I do not recall a study about the number 
of bicyclists who use Summit Avenue year-round or the 
number of bicyclists injured or killed using the current 
road and bike lanes. And if bicyclists have been injured 
or killed, were they wearing helmets? Were they riding 
single-file or side by side? Did they stop for stop signs and 
red lights as a bicyclist must when he or she is sharing the 
road with automobiles?

The entirety of this proposal needs public transparency 
before proceeding. Better yet, put it on the ballot and let 
the public vote. Choice is one of the pillars of American 
democracy, isn’t it?

As a lifelong commuting bicyclist I find the bicycle lanes 
on Summit Avenue entirely adequate. All that is needed 
is repaving the street and repainting the bike lane lines. 
There is more than enough room in the existing lanes to 
bicycle safely. Bicyclists and motorists can share the road. 
It is a daily experience in most of the world, and most 
countries have much narrower roads than we do. 

This reconstruction of Summit Avenue will destroy a 
beautiful and thriving city neighborhood that can never 
be replaced. Remember Rondo?

Gayle Breutzman
Macalester-Groveland

Highland cleans up with Chuck
Thanks to the Highland Business Association, Highland 

District Council, Tiffany’s Sports Lounge and anyone else 
who was involved in organizing Cleanup With Chuck Day 
on June 17. It was a great way to get together with others 
in our community and do our part to honor all that Chuck 
Nehls does, pull some weeds, spread some mulch and 
enjoy a brunch at Tiff’s afterwards. I hope there are more 
opportunities like this.

Claudia Dieter
Highland Park

No place for families to bike
It has been 25 years since I last wrote a letter to the 

editor of MyVillager, but the ill-considered Summit 
Avenue bike trail moves me to do so again.

Imagine three bike rides from the western end of 
Summit Avenue at Mississippi River Boulevard. The 
first curves northwest via bike paths to the Guthrie 
Theater—about 5 miles with two road crossings. The 
second goes south and then east on the same bike path, 
forming a large “U” as it hugs the river, ending below the 
Science Museum of Minnesota—10 miles with four road 
crossings. The third goes east on Summit to the University 
Club. This one is 4 miles but has 32 road crossings.

I’ve made all three of these trips scores of times over the 
past 20 years. Cyclists on off-road bike paths are oblivious 
to cars. Motorists next to the off-road bike paths rarely 
see the adjacent bikes. The 32 crossings on Summit will 
become scenes of tragedy with the proposed off-road bike 
paths.

I’m a huge, life-long fan of bikes and bike riding, 
but a street with that many crossings is no place for 
constructing a family-oriented bike trail.

David Moore
Summit Hill

VIEWPOINT
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By Lily Dimmel

The Mississippi River has long been a center of 
culture, natural resources and infrastructure in the 
Twin Cities. From businesses to parks to wildlife, 

it is a quintessential feature of life in the metro area. 
However, over the years, the health of the river has been 
depleted by pollutants. Storm sewers carry litter and 
other contaminants into the river, harming local wildlife.

Many organizations have stepped up to protect the 
health of the Mississippi. The Friends of the Mississippi 
River (FMR) is one such organization. “The Mississippi 
is the heart of the Twin Cities, and an essential source of 
drinking water for a million people here and many more 
millions down stream,” said Sue Rich, FMR’s director of 
communications.

It is the small things that often make the biggest 
impact on the health of the Mississippi, according to Rich. 
Microfibers found in synthetic fabrics can bypass water 
treatment facilities and subsequently pollute the river. 
FMR encourages people to be mindful of the fabrics in 
their clothes and conscientious of the environment when 
washing them. The use of a filter when washing laundry 
can be an easy way to reduce microplastics making their 
way into the river. The proper disposal of unwanted or 
expired medications and being mindful of pollutants that 
could be swept into the river through storm drains are 

other ways to protect the health of the Mississippi.
With Minnesota ranked fifth in the country in 

agricultural production, it is a critical industry, 
supporting numerous jobs and generating much revenue 
for the state. Unfortunately, it can also have a negative 
impact on the Mississippi River. According to FMR, the 
excessive runoff of fertilizer from farms is a major source 
of pollution in the Mississippi. Many modern fertilizers 
are highly inefficient, according to FMR. More than half 
of the nitrogen in fertilizer is lost through water runoff. 
Meanwhile, the rate of fertilizer use has more than tripled 
since 1961, according to FMR.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
promotes several remedies to pollutants from farms. One 
is the implementation of shallower and more controlled 
drainage systems to reduce runoff. Another is the use 

of buffer zones of vegetation on the banks of streams 
and rivers to absorb excess nitrates and other nutrients. 
Finally, the MPCA encourages diversifying the agriculture 
industry to include a greater variety of crops to best utilize 
the soil and improve crop yields.

On its web page, “Five Ways You Can Reduce Lesser-
Known Water Pollutants,” FMR encourages individuals to 
engage in its mission to protect the river. “It’s important 
for people to pick up trash on their own,” Rich said. 
“Picking up smaller trash can be surprisingly impactful. 
Things like cigarette butts, food wrappers, plastics, 
and pet waste can be quite toxic and poison wildlife 
and plants as they make their way down the river and 
accumulate. They lead to the deaths of many marine 
animals every year.” 

FMR arranges a host of volunteer programs focused on 
the stewardship of the Mississippi River. They encourage 
people to reach out and help preserve Minnesota’s 
natural resources. “Digging in deepens our connections to 
our favorite places and improves habitat,” FMR states.

The Mississippi River is an integral feature of the Twin 
Cities and has a vast impact on almost every aspect of 
life. We need to protect and preserve this fundamental 
resource for future generations.

Lily Dimmel is a senior at Saint Agnes High School and a 
resident of the Como neighborhood of Saint Paul.

The atmosphere’s sickly, the earth’s heating quickly, 
The ice caps and glaciers are melting away.
The climate’s gone nutso, the biosphere more so,
And fires, floods and mudslides get worse by the day.

The coastlines are shrinking, the islands are sinking.
Less water for drinking and farming and play.
The roads are dissolving, and no one is solving
The puzzle of making repairs that will stay.

The oracles told us, and now they can scold us
For scoffing and dawdling and looking away, 
For all our denying and sad lack of trying:
“Too little, too late!” Now the piper’s to pay. 

But we keep on jetting and drilling and felling
And driving and eating more beef, and delay
Taking critical actions, and turn to distractions
To comfort ourselves: “Surely, we’ll be OK.”

So where does this leave us? With none to relieve us,
Our leaders complicit, not pointing the way;
No knight in bright armor, miraculous charmer;
We must become heroes ourselves. Now! Today!

James Johnson
Merriam Park

* A quote from Pogo, a comic strip by Walt Kelly.

We Have Met the Enemy and He Is Us*

Do the write thing
MyVillager welcomes letters to the editor and 

longer guest editorials. However, all commentary 
must be signed, indicate the neighborhood in which 
the writer lives and include a phone number for 
verification purposes. You may send your commentary 
to MyVillager, 241 S. Cleveland Ave., Suite V, Saint 
Paul, MN 55105, email it to letters@myvillager.com or 
submit it via our website at myvillager.com/editorial. 
The views expressed are not the views of MyVillager. 

INBOX

“Picking up smaller trash can be 
surprisingly impactful. Things like 

cigarette butts, food wrappers, plastics 
and pet waste can be quite toxic and 

poison wildlife and plants as they 
make their way down the river.” 

©2023 Villager Communications Inc. All rights reserved.

Here in river city, protecting health of Mississippi begins with you
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The following criminal incidents were com-
piled from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights 
police reports. For car and catalytic converter 
thefts and other crimes not referenced in this 
print edition, go to MyVillager.com.

Highland Park
Theft—Police received a report on June 

9 that a 39-year-old woman in an electric 
cart stole $200 in crab legs as well as clean-
ing supplies at Lunds & Byerlys, 2170 Ford 
Pkwy.

—Several items were stolen from a ve-
hicle at Hidden Falls Park between 7:30-8 
p.m. on June 20. Criminal damage to prop-
erty was also reported there at that time.

Arson—Fireworks caused a fire in a por-
table toilet near the Talmud Torah of Saint 
Paul, 768 S. Hamline Ave., at 11:05 p.m. on 
June 16.

Miscellaneous—Officers were called to 
assist security from the Saint Paul Public 
Schools regarding Gateway to College stu-
dents who were fighting at the Frey The-
ater at Saint Catherine University at 9:30 
a.m. on June 12.

—A Saint Paul squad car was spray-
painted on the 2000 block of Saunders Av-
enue at 12:28 a.m. on June 15.

—Felony damage to a garage was re-
ported during a hit-and-run incident on 
the 400 block of Mount Curve Boulevard 
at 5:47 a.m. on June 17. Police believe the 
driver may have been trying to break into 
the garage.

—Other felony damage to property was 
reported on the 500 block of Mount Curve 
Boulevard on June 16-17, the 1600 block of 
Hillcrest Avenue on June 19, the 1900 block 
of Rome Avenue on June 19-20, and the 
1700 block of Graham Avenue on June 20.

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—A male shoplifter who had 

been banned from the premises was ar-
rested for burglary and drug possession at 
the Midway Target at 9:13 a.m. on June 12.

Theft—Two men, ages 20 and 26, were 
arrested for trying to steal more than $500 
in merchandise from the Midway Target 
at 8:02 a.m. on June 12. Other thefts at the 
store included more than $1,000 in items 
on June 13, and a cellphone on June 15.

Assault—Police were called regarding 
the assault of a student in a classroom at 
Central High School at 2 p.m. on June 9.

—A 30-year-old woman was arrested 
for felony assault of her fiancé on Lexing-
ton Parkway and Marshall Avenue at 7:25 
p.m. on June 18. 

—A victim was reportedly assaulted by 
two or three girls at the Midway Target at 
3:53 p.m. on June 16.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—A home break-in was report-

ed on the 1600 block of Stanford Avenue at 
9:55 p.m. on June 10.

Miscellaneous—Felony damage to 
property was reported at the Macalester 
College tennis courts on June 7, and on the 
2000 block of Grand Avenue on June 13-14.

Mendota Heights/Lilydale
Burglary—Burglaries were reported on 

the 900 block of Highway 13 at 12:58 p.m. 
on June 2, and the 1300 block of Furlong 
Lane at 5:45 a.m. on June 14.

Theft—Police responded to a report of 
identity theft on the 1000 block of Esther 
Lane at 12:24 p.m. on June 14. A woman 
said she was called by someone stating 
she had won a Publisher’s Clearing House 
prize and was asked to provide personal 
information to claim her winnings. She did 
so, but canceled her accounts before any 
loss was incurred. 

Weapons—A restaurant on the 2000 
block of Dodd Road reported a disturbance 
involving a gun at 9:15 a.m. on June 6.

—Gunfire was heard on the 1800 block 
of Lilydale Road at 11:45 a.m. on June 14.

Miscellaneous—A driver was arrested 
for DWI after he was found passed out 

behind the wheel of a vehicle that was 
blocking traffic on Dodd Road and High-
way 62 at 3:27 p.m. on June 9. 

—A wrong-way driver tried to flee, but 
was arrested for DWI following a two-car 
accident on the 1300 block of Highway 13 
at 10:29 p.m. on June 12.

Merriam Park
Burglary—A break-in was reported 

at the apartments at 1940 Marshall Ave.  
between 4-5 p.m. on June 6.

Theft—Items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles 
on Dayton and Cretin avenues on June 9, 
and the 1700 block of Ashland Avenue on 
June 17.

—A purse-snatching was reported in the 
lobby of Episcopal Homes, 1879 Feronia 
Ave., at 8:30 p.m. on June 21. 

Sex crime—A 55-year-old man was ar-
rested for exposing himself to staff mem-
bers at the Quality Inn, 1964 University 
Ave., at 6:56 p.m. on June 12.

Arson—Suspicious fires were reported 
in a multi-unit residential building at 1787 
Carroll Ave. at 4:02 a.m. on June 9, and in a 
dumpster on the 400 block of Pierce Street 
at 11:38 p.m. on June 21.

Snelling-Hamline
Assault—A 24-year-old man was ar-

rested for assault after police were called to 
LA Fitness, 1370 University Ave., regarding 
a fight at 10:13 p.m. on June 10. Police found 
the suspect standing on top of the victim. 

Theft—Items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from a vehicle 
near the Midway Dollar Tree, 1420 Univer-
sity Ave., at 3:11 p.m. on June 14. 

Miscellaneous—Felony damage to 
property was reported at M Health Fair-
view Clinic, 1390 University Ave., at 2 p.m. 
on June 12.

—A 29-year-old man was arrested for 
violating a no-contact order and fleeing 
police at the Midway McDonald’s, 1570 
University Ave., at 12:04 a.m. on June 19.

Summit Hill
Robbery—Speedway, 925 Grand Ave., 

was robbed at gunpoint at 4:03 a.m. on 
June 14. The suspects included two 21-year-
old women, a 19-year-old man and a juve-
nile. They fled in an SUV, but were later  
arrested. Two guns were recovered. 

Theft—Items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from a vehicle 
on the 1000 block of Grand Avenue at 4:30 
p.m. on June 8.

Miscellaneous—A 30-year-old man 
was arrested for DWI after he was found 
asleep in a vehicle on Avon Street and Lin-
wood Avenue at 8:10 a.m. on June 21.

Summit-University
Burglary—House of Hope Presbyterian 

Church, 797 Summit Ave., was burglarized 
between 6-7:55 a.m. on June 5.

Theft—A gun was reported stolen 

from a vehicle on the 700 block of Dayton  
Avenue on June 18-19.

—Two girls were arrested for felony 
theft, possession of burglary tools and try-
ing to flee police after officers responded 
to a report of juveniles going through a ve-
hicle with flashlights on the 700 block of 
Selby Avenue at 11:08 p.m. on June 20.

Assault—A man was found bleeding 
from his head in an apartment on the 600 
block of Selby Avenue at 5:59 a.m. on June 
15. He said his ex-wife hit him with an ash 
tray and fled. He was taken to the hospital.

—A felony assault was reported on the 
400 block of North Lexington Parkway at 
12:41 p.m. on June 21.

Weapons—Police received multiple 
calls about gunfire on the 800 block of 
Concordia Avenue at 9:37 p.m. on June 7. 

Miscellaneous—A tenant was taken to 
the hospital for smoke inhalation and a 
mental health check after refusing to leave 
his apartment during a stove fire at Dale 
Street Place, 313 N. Dale St., at 3:20 p.m. on 
June 14.

—Two juveniles were taken to the hos-
pital following a traffic accident involving 
a bicycle on Saint Albans Street and Mar-
shall Avenue at 5:07 p.m. on June 15.

West End
Burglary—Three motorcycles were sto-

len along with custom truck rims during 
a residential break-in on the 300 block of 
Michigan Street on June 9-10.

—A 38-year-old man was arrested for 
burglary, drug possession and having a 
gun after breaking into a residence on the 
300 block of Michigan Street at 8:45 a.m. 
on June 16. 

—A 34-year-old woman was arrested for 
burglary and criminal damage to property 
after breaking into Hope Breakfast Bar, 1 S. 
Leech St., at 6:15 p.m. on June 19. 

Theft—A 43-year-old man was arrested 
after he tried to pull the driver out of a car 
on the 500 block of Jefferson Avenue at 
10:55 a.m. on June 8. 

—A scooter was reported stolen on the 
400 block of Bay Street on  June 18-19.

Assault—A man said he was assaulted 
with a weed trimmer on the 400 block of 
North Smith Avenue at 9:22 a.m. on June 12. 

Miscellaneous—A man was arrested on 
a felony warrant and two counts of provid-
ing false information to police after he was 
stopped for a moving violation on Ran-
dolph Avenue and View Street at 8:56 p.m. 
on June 14. The suspect reportedly identi-
fied himself as one of his brothers, admit-
ted to lying and then gave police the name 
of his other brother. The vehicle and the 
suspect’s dog were turned over to a friend.

Crime Report
Multiple people injured 
in shooting on West End 

Police responded to multiple re-
ports of gunfire on Cliff and Su-
perior streets at 9:11 p.m. on June 

21, and discovered that two males and a 
female had been shot. Police and depu-
ties rendered aid until medics arrived. 
All three victims were taken to Regions 
Hospital for injuries that were not life-
threatening. 

Squads later set up a perimeter and 
a Ramsey County Sheriff’s drone was 
launched due to the suspect still being 
in the area. A police SWAT unit and a 
county helicopter were called in for ad-
ditional assistance. According to media 
reports, the suspect had climbed onto 
a roof, but was taken into custody. He 
also reportedly had suffered gunshot 
injuries during the earlier incident. 

By Jane McClure

Traffic accidents causing deaths or 
serious injuries have increased over 
the past five years in Saint Paul. City 

officials would like to cut those incidents 
in half over the next 10 years and eliminate 
them completely by 2045, according to a 
resolution adopted by the City Council in a 
unanimous vote on June 14.

The city’s new Vision Zero Traffic Safe-
ty Commitment is part of its Safe Streets 
for All Transportation Safety Action Plan, 
which calls for safety improvements on 
all city streets and county and state roads 
within the city limits (but not interstate 
freeways). The plan lays out practices and 
goals for traffic safety. It is required of all 
local governments that apply for federal 
Safe Streets for All grants.

“This is a big step for the city,” said Ran-

dy Newton, traffic engineer in the city’s 
Department of Public Works. Saint Paul is 
seeing more of what Newton described as 
“really horrible driving behavior” on its 
streets and highways.

Minnesota as a whole is seeing a down-
ward trend in fatal and serious injuries in 
traffic accidents, but only after experienc-
ing a 24 percent increase in such accidents 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Saint Paul, on the other hand, is facing 
some “sobering statistics,” according to 
Newton. Between 2018 and 2022, 60 peo-
ple were killed in motor-vehicle accidents 
in the city, he said. There were an addition-
al 264 motor-vehicle accidents causing se-
rious injury. Between 2018 and 2022, 699 
pedestrians and 296 bicyclists were hit by 
vehicles in Saint Paul. Twenty-one of the 
pedestrians and bicyclists were killed and 
111 were seriously injured. 

Federal Safe Streets for All grants pro-
vide up to $30 million for projects aimed 
at reducing or eliminating serious crashes. 
Saint Paul’s Capital Improvement Budget 
has about $225,000 available each year 
for bike, pedestrian and traffic safety mea-
sures. However, the city increased that 
amount to $750,000 in 2023. A separate 
city program is providing $1.535 million 
in each of the next four years for sidewalk  
reconstruction. 

That money does not go very far when 
the cost of individual projects is consid-
ered. For example, a Safe Routes to Schools 
program near Bruce Vento Elementary 
School on the East Side has been estimat-
ed at $1.392 million. The construction of a 
sidewalk along Marshall Avenue between 
Snelling Avenue and Albert Street has a 
price tag of $400,000.

All seven City Council members agreed 

that measures to promote traffic safety 
need to be included in the upcoming 2024 
city budget. They also agreed that the pri-
ority should be given to the safety of pe-
destrians first, and then bicyclists, transit 
users and motorists. Ward 3 City Coun-
cil member Chris Tolbert said he would 
like the city to place a higher priority on 
installing sidewalks along streets where  
none exist.

Mayor Melvin Carter sent the council a 
letter supporting the resolution. “Vulner-
able users, such as people walking and 
bicycling, as well as people living in neigh-
borhoods with lower average household 
incomes, are disproportionately impacted 
by crashes,” Carter said. “Inequity comes 
in many forms, and these greater impacts 
to our lower-income neighbors who are 
more likely to walk and use public trans-
portation are unacceptable.”

In pitch for funds, St. Paul commits to reducing serious accidents
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By Anne Murphy 

As a professor of English 
and creative writing at 
the University of Saint 

Thomas, children’s author 
Heather Bouwman is asked from 
time to time why she chooses to 
write for young readers.

“I just naturally gravitated 
toward writing for kids,” she 
said. “I never really considered 
writing for anyone else. One of 
the cool things about writing 
for kids is that they’re still 
meeting their favorite books. 
And if they love a book—love it 
passionately—it may influence 
much of their lives.”

Bouwman hopes her newest 
book will fall into that category. 
Written for 8- to 10-year-olds, 
Gossamer Summer (Atheneum 
Books for Young Readers, May 
2023, 192 pp.) is the story of four 
sisters who find enchantment 
while striving to move beyond 
the pain of losing their beloved 
grandmother. The book is 
about the value of family and 
finding a new friend, the magic 
of storytelling and how to 
remember without grieving. 

The modern fantasy is the 
fourth children’s novel and 
seventh book for young readers 
written by the Macalester-
Groveland resident, all under 
the pen name H.M. Bouwman. 
Her three previous novels were 
historical fantasies for middle-
school readers. Those titles 
include the highly praised A 
Crack in the Sea and its sequel A 
Tear in the Ocean, as well as The 

Remarkable and Very True Story of 
Lucy and Snowcap.

As one of four sisters herself, 
Bouwman was inspired by her 
own childhood. “I started writing 
Gossamer Summer right before 
and during the (COVID-19) 
lockdowns in 2020,” she said. “I 
was trying to think of things that 
would make me happy. I began 
thinking back on my childhood 
and how much I loved growing 
up with my three sisters.

“We played a lot of games 
and did a lot of imaginative and 
creative things together. Actually, 
a lot of the activities that the 
kids do in Gossamer Summer are 
things that my kids did when 
they were growing up—fossil 
collecting, building fairy gardens, 
things like that.” 

While writing Gossamer 
Summer, Bouwman said she 
felt the freedom to be highly 
creative with the storyline. That 

freedom “is one of the reasons I 
want to keep writing for kids,” 
she said. “Kids don’t have strong 
preconceived ideas of what 
makes for a good story. They’re 
open to experimentation. An 
adult may be thinking they know 
how a mystery is supposed to 
work, but kids don’t blink their 
eyes at how a story goes. They’re 
just excited about the monster or 
the fairy.” 

Gossamer Summer refers 
to a time that contains both 
joy and grief, Bouwman said. 
“This summer for these kids 
is particularly fragile because 
they’ve gone through trauma,” 
she said. “But it’s also beautiful 
because they’ve experienced 
deep love and they’re caring for 
each other.”

The word gossamer comes into 
play when the girls remember 
building fairy gardens with 
their grandmother. Ten-year-
old Jojo would tell stories about 
fairies of one kind or another, 
including one that had gossamer 
wings. When 11-year-old Maisie 
and 5-year-old twins Amy 
and Bee ask what gossamer 
means, the book’s omniscient 
narrator interjects, “Wafty and 
delicate. Like gossip without the 
meanness.” 

As the story goes, Jojo sees 
an odd looking fairy—small, 
muddy and green. The girls build 
new fairy gardens in hopes of 
attracting their new neighbor. 
As the muddy fairies come to 
life, they are threatened. The 
children team up to save the 
fairies and feel again the magic 

of the love they had with their 
grandmother.

“I think imaginative reading 
is really important,” Bouwman 
said. “Sometimes we suffer from 
a dearth of imagination and 
creative play.”

By creative play, Bouwman 
means play that is unconstructed 
and without the set endings so 
often found in the structured 

games and activities that 
dominate so much of the play of 
children these days. 

“One of the reasons I have the 
sisters building fairy gardens is 
because it’s exactly that kind of 
play,” she said. “It’s not play for 
a particular purpose. It’s play 
for play’s sake. I wanted the 
kids to have the sense of a very 
unstructured summer.”

Bouwman taps her inner child for tale of loss and love

Author Heather Bouwman at home in Macalester-Groveland.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Theater
The enduring tale of a hero of the people, 
playwright Ken Ludwig’s Sherwood: The 
Adventures of Robin Hood will be staged at 
7:30 p.m. Friday and  Saturday and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, June 30-July 2, at Theatre in the 
Round, 245 Cedar Ave. S. in Minneapolis. 
Tickets are $25. Call 612-333-3010 or visit 
theatreintheround.org.

Playwright Sharon Bridgforth’s latest 
installation, bull-jean/we wake will be 
performed at 7 p.m. Wednesday through 
Friday and 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 
June 28-July 2, at Pillsbury House and 
Theatre, 3501 Chicago Ave. S. in Minne a-
polis. The drama tells of the cap tiva ting 
bull-dog-jean and her journey through 
love and healing. Aimee K. Bry ant and Omi 
Osun Joni L. Jones star. For tickets, visit 
pillsburyhouseandtheatre.org or call 612-
825-0459.

“Like an episode of ‘Columbo’ that has 
been cast by the Coen brothers,” that is 
how playwright Jeffrey Hatcher describes 
Glensheen. The musical about the 1977 
murders of Duluth heiress Elisabeth Cong-
don and her night nurse returns from July 
8-23 to the History Theatre, 30 E. 10th St. 
Jen Maren, Dane Stauffer and Wendy Lehr 
reprise their roles. The music is by Chan 

Poling. Ron Peluso directs. Show times are 
7:30 p.m. Thursday through Saturday and 
2 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $74-$15. Call 
651-292-4323 or visit historytheatre.com.

Canada’s Cirque du Soleil will present the 
enchanting Corteo from July 13-16 at Xcel 
Energy Center. Corteo (“cortege” in Italian) 
is a joyous mixture of comedy, acting and 
acrobatics. A clown imagines his own 
funeral procession, juxtaposing the large 
with the small, the ridiculous with the 
tragic, and the magic of perfection with 
the charm of imperfection. Show times are 
7:30 pm. Thursday and Friday, 3:30 and 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, and 1 p.m. Sunday. For 
tickets, visit cirquedusoleil.com.

Music
Under the Lex, a series of free concerts, is 
being presented from 5:15-6 p.m. Wed-
nesdays under the bridge next to the 
historic Como Park streetcar station at 
1224 N. Lexington Pkwy. Bring a lawn 
chair if you like and enjoy the music of 
Jaedyn James on June 28 and Kinfu on July 
12. Youa Vang of Third Daughter, Restless 
Daughter emcees.

Pack a picnic supper, dancing shoes and 
a blanket and you can be Groovin’ in the 
Garden from 6-8 p.m. on Wednesdays 
outside of the Como Park Conservatory. 

The free concerts will feature Red Eye Ruby 
on June 28; Flowtus, July 5; and Mubbla 
Buggs, July 12. Hot dogs, ice cream, beer 
and wine will be available for purchase. If 
it rains, the concert will be moved inside 
Como Visitor Center.

Composer Steven C. Anderson will 
perform a solo concert on his Bösendorfer 
grand piano at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 29, 
at the Commodore, 79 N. Western Ave. 
Tickets are free with a suggested donation 
of $10. The doors and a cash bar will open 
at 6 p.m. Reservations are recommended. 
Visit eventbrite.com. 

The Minnesota JCC’s new Show Choir 
will make its stage debut on June 29 and 
30 with a program of Broadway show 
tunes by Jewish composers and lyricists. 
Solos, duets and ensemble numbers will 
be sung in concerts at 7 p.m. Thursday and 
2 p.m. Friday at the JCC’s Capp Center, 
1375 Saint Paul Ave. Admission is by 
donation with $15 suggested. Call 651-
698-0751.

Free Bands on the Boulevard concerts 
are being held from 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
outside of the Minnesota History Center, 
345 W. Kellogg Blvd. Bring a lawn chair 
and enjoy the music of Nunnabove on July 
11. Food trucks, craft activities, lawn games 
and dancing will all be part of the fun 

beginning at 6:30 p.m.

The free Music on the Cortile series 
continues from noon-1 p.m. Wed nesdays 
at Landmark Center. Bring a bag lunch or 
purchase one from a food truck and enjoy 
the Ameri cana of Jaspar Lepak on July 12. 
Call 651-292-3063.

Reggae, jazz, big band, blues and Latin 
music are all on tap for Summer Nights 
in Rice. The free concert series is being 
presented from 5-7 p.m. Thursdays in 
downtown Saint Paul’s Rice Park. The 
schedule includes the International 
Reggae All-Stars on July 13. In case of rain, 
the concerts will be moved to Landmark 
Center. Visit landmarkcenter.org.

Songs of Hope, an ensemble of children 
from around the world who are taking 
part in the Sounds of Hope summer 
arts camp, will present a free concert on 
Saturday, July 15, in collaboration with 
the band the Eddies on the River. The 
music will begin at 6:30 p.m. at Wacouta 
Commons, 465 Wacouta St. In case of 
rain, the concert will be moved inside First 
Baptist Church at 499 Wacouta St.

Twenty minutes of taiko drumming 
will be followed by a screening of the 
film Finding Her Beat in a free program 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, July 15, outside of 

ON THE TOWN BRIEFLY   c11
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the Ordway Center. Finding Her Beat tells 
of Taiko artists Jennifer Weir and Megan 
Chao Smith who assemble the world’s 
best women taiko drummers and strive 
to overcome their differences in culture, 
age, language, and performance style to 
form an artistic whole. In case of rain, the 
program will be presented at 7:30 p.m.  
Sunday, July 16.

Exhibits
“Vol. 2 Twogether,” a solo exhibition by 
artist Jacob Z. Wan, is on view through 
July 29 at Friedli Gallery, 943 W. Seventh 
St. The paintings, books, paper objects 
and installations express the longing 
and belonging of a gay man. Visit 
friedliartsgallery.com.

“Defying Sameness 3,” 75 works by 
75 artists that don’t meet viewers’ 
expectations, are being displayed through 
August 27 at Argyle Zebra Gallery, 308 
E. Prince St. The gallery is open from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. 
Admission is free. Call 651-224-3757 or 
visit theazgallery.org. 

Free historical walking tours in and 
around down town Saint Paul step out at 
10 a.m. Wednesdays. Sponsored by the 
Landmark Center Volun teer Association, 
the programs include the Rice Park Tour 
on June 28, featuring the iconic park 
and the surrounding area; It Happened 
Right Here on July 12, on the origins of 
downtown Saint Paul and its buildings; 
and the Great River Tour on July 19, 
highlighting the mighty Mis sis sip pi and 
the buildings and other land marks that 

made Saint Paul what it is today. For 
reservations, visit landmarkcenter.org or 
call Sydney at 651-292-3063.

Family
The professional DanceCo will present 
a series of free, interactive perfor  m anc-
es at 10 and 11:30 a.m. on Sat urdays. 
Narrated by Paul Bunyan, the pro grams 
will be presented on July 1 at Minne haha 
Falls Park Pavilion, 4825 Minnehaha 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis, and on July 8 on 
Raspberry Island. They include a short 
dance workshop for children followed 
by a 45-minute show with audience 
participation. Visit DanceCoMN.com.

Outdoor games, pizza and a movie 
will be presented by the Saint Paul 

Parks and Recreation Department at 
6:30 p.m. Thurs day, July 13, outside of 
Sibley Manor Apartments, Maynard 
Drive and West Seventh Street. The 
sci-fi movie, DC League of Super Pets 
(PG-2022), will be shown at dusk. Visit 
highlanddistrictcouncil.org.

Film
Hollywood blockbusters are being 
shown at 7 p.m. every Friday on the giant 
screen of the Omnitheater at the Science 
Museum of Minnesota, 120 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. The schedule includes Life of Pi 
on June 30; The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the 
Galaxy, July 7; and Men in Black, July 14. 
Tickets are $9.95, free for children under 
age 4. Call 651-221-9444.

Desperate Souls, Dark City and the Legend 
of Midnight Cowboy, a documentary 
about how the 1969 film Midnight Cowboy 
captured New York City in a troubled 
time of cultural ferment, will be screened 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, July 12, at Trylon 
Cinema, 2820 E. 33rd St. in Minneapolis. 
Tickets are $13. Visit soundunseen.com.

Books
Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snel-
ling Ave., will host readings and discus-
sions with Mary Christine Kane and 
Sandra Hager Eliason, contributors to the 
anthology, True Stories About Love Vol. 2, 
at 6 p.m. Wednesday, June 28; and poet 
Courtney LeBlanc and her new collection, 
Her Whole Bright Life, at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 18. Admission is free. Call 651-225-
8989 or visit nextchapterbooksellers.com.

Et cetera
Put on your red, white and blue and 
take part in Saint Anthony Park’s annual 
Fourth of July parade and picnic. The 
parade begins at 11 a.m. at Luther Place 
and proceeds down Como Avenue to 
Langford Park. The picnic will follow with 
speeches and volleyball, pickleball and 
horseshoe tournaments. Bring a lunch or 
patronize one of several food trucks. The 
kids’ zone will have pony rides, gaga ball, 
an inflatable obstacle course and races. 
The bandstand from 1-6 p.m. will feature 
hour-long sets by the Pig’s Eye Jass Band, 
Good Morning Bedlam, Art Vandalay and 
Light of the Moon Trio. To preregister for 
the morning 2- and 4-mile fun runs ($10 
fee), visit tinyurl.com/4thRaces2023.

SATURDAY/JULY 1
INDEPENDENCE DAY as it was celebrated 125 years ago 
will be recreated from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Historic Fort 
Snelling. Experience the sights and sounds of the Fourth 
of July circa 1898, including military parades, live fife 
and drum music and the boom of the cannon. The pro-
gramming will span the 23-acre site, including the new 
prairie landscape, Plank Museum and Visitor Center. 
Admission is $12, $10 for seniors, $8 for children ages 
5-17, free for Native Americans and veterans and their 
families. Call 612-726-1171 or visit ftsnelling@mnhs.org.

MONDAY/JULY 3
FRIENDS OF COLDWATER will lead a midsummer walk 
to the sacred springs under a full moon. The walk will 
begin at 7 p.m. at the park entrance, 5601 S. Minnehaha 
Park Drive. For more information on this monthly tradi-
tion, visit friendsofcoldwater.org.

SATURDAY/JULY 8
THE THIRD ANNUAL Premium Automotive Showcase 
presented by Modest will return to Saint Paul’s River-
Centre from 2-8 p.m. Over 150 vehicles will be displayed. 
Local shop vendors will be promoting their products and 
services. Live music, games and prizes will be featured. 
Refreshments will be available.. Tickets are $30, $10 for 
children ages 13-17, at the door or $20 in advance. Visit 
rivercentre.org.

MONDAY/JULY 10
THE BASICS OF HAND DRUMMING will be taught from 
5-6 p.m. at the Women’s Drum Center, 2242 University 
Ave. The cost is $15. Drums are provided. For informa-
tion, visit womensdrumcenter.org.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 12
A FOUR-HOUR DRIVING REFRESHER course for motor-
ists age 55 and older will be offered by AARP from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the Minnesota JCC’S Capp Center, 1375 Saint Paul 
Ave. Participants who have taken the initial eight-hour 
driving course are entitled to keep their 10 percent auto 
insurance discount current. The cost is $25. For more 
information, call 952-835-1882.

A FOUR-HOUR DRIVER REFRESHER course for motor-
ists age 55 and older who want to keep their automobile 
insurance discount current will also be offered from 
noon-4 p.m. at the Rondo Community Library, 461 N. 
Dale St. A certified instructor from the Minnesota High-
way Safety Center will update partipants on traffic safety, 
defensive driving, new laws and technology. The cost is 
$24. To register, visit mnsafetycenter.org or call 
1-888-234-1294.

KIOSK
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Art at Saint Kate’s returns from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Saturday, July 8, to the grassy 
expanse of Saint Catherine University near 
the corner of Randolph and Cleveland av-
enues. The juried fair will feature works in 
a variety of media by more than 100 artists. 
Admission is free. Refreshments will be 
available from a variety of food trucks. For 
more information, visit artistscircle.org.

651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

 20% OFF
 DrycleaningDrycleaning

     Some exclusions, expires 7/15/23. 
              Your Green Cleaner!

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

We’re
Open!

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm
Sat 9-4pm
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SPORTS

CDH boys’ golfers 
impress at state

 

Cretin-Derham Hall is used to being in the spotlight 
during state high school sports tournaments in the 
spring. As it turned out, this year’s greatest post-

season success for the school came from its boys’ golfers 
who earned their way into the Class AAA tourney meet on 
June 13-14 at Bunker Hills.

Head coach Bob Kinne had high hopes when he 
assembled his troops on March 20 for their first practice. 
Until Mother Nature cooperated and Highland National 
Golf Course was available in early April, Kinne and his 
players spent their practice time indoors at Top Golf near 
Blaine. 

“We knew we had a talented team,” Kinne said. 
Junior Miles Bollinger and sophomore Joe Honsa had 
shown promise the previous year. Then sophomore Sam 
Udovich, who won last year’s Class AA individual title 
while at Saint Croix Lutheran, transferred to CDH, giving 
the Raiders a solid 1-2-3 punch off the tee. 

“Joe and Sam are tall, about 6-foot-4, but they’re all big 
hitters,” Kinne said. “We did a lot of early work on their 
short game.” 

When it came to putting, Kinne improvised to keep his 
team’s attention. “We had a game called Make or Miss,” 
he said. “When there was one player left, the others had 
to say whether he’d make or miss the putt. Guess wrong 
and you did pushups.”

Like just about every other prep golf team in the state, 
the Raiders didn’t face an opponent until a meet on 
April 25 at Gross National Golf Course in Minneapolis. 
The Raiders fared very well in their various early meets, 
placing high in all but one of them. Their ranking by the 
Minnesota Golf Association rose from 137th on April 10 to 
10th by the end of the season.

CDH’s goal was to win the Section 4AAA tournament 
at Bunker Hills at the end of May. Unfortunately, 
Mahtomedi managed to take home the top spot, which 
earned that team an invitation to the state meet. Honsa, 
Bollinger and Udovich played well enough to earn invites 
to the individual part of the meet. 

So the trio went back to Bunker Hills. On Day 1, Honsa 
tore up the track, shooting a 4-under-par 68, two shots 
behind leader Jake Birdwell of Spring Lake Park. Bollinger 
shot 73 and Udovich 74.

The next day, Honsa came in at 70 to finish at 138, 
second to Birdwell’s 136. Bollinger and Udovich each 

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

By Bill Wagner

Saint Thomas Academy won two 
of three games during the state 
Class AAA baseball tournament 

earlier this month. But despite finish-
ing the season with a 20-7 record and 
the consolation crown, you couldn’t 
blame the Cadets if they were left 
wondering what might have been.

STA, which won the tough Metro 
East Conference title with a 13-3 re-
cord, was forced to play the entire 
postseason without the services of 
senior pitcher Mike Miller. The fire-
balling right-hander, who is headed 
to play at Duke University, went 
down with a shoulder injury in mid-
May, just before the conclusion  of the  
regular season. 

The Cadets did the prudent thing 
and kept Miller from pitching for the 
rest of the season. He did his best to 
help the club by playing third base 
and serving as a designated hitter. 
Still, having Miller on the mound 
might well have helped second-seed-
ed STA get that one more win needed 
to win a state title. 

“It would’ve been nice,” STA head 
coach Bobby Thompson said, “but 
that’s baseball.”

The Cadets lost in the first round 
of state to Grand Rapids 5-0 on June 
13 at the Mini Met in Jordan. They 

knew that the Thunderhawks were a 
solid team, but they were taken aback 
by having to face something besides 
heaters. 

“We were a fastball-hitting team,” 
Thompson said. “It’s the off-speed 
stuff that’s given us trouble.”

The Cadets recovered to top Byron 
10-7 and then Benilde-Saint Marga-
ret’s 10-8 to win the consolation title.

“Our pitching was really good and 
we did some timely hitting,” Thomp-
son said. “Our bats finally woke up 
against Byron. We couldn’t get any 
timely hits against Grand Rapids.”

Junior closer Maximus Sims saved 
both wins at state by blowing some 
hard stuff past opposing hitters.

Thompson praised junior Jonathan 
Dobis and sophomore Jac Wright for 
taking up some of the pitching slack in 
Miller’s absence. That was especially 
true of Dobis, who was virtually un-
touchable on the mound. 

Dobis, who is expected to play at 
Northwestern University, led the 
team with five wins and had a 0.49 
earned run average. Asked to name 
the team’s most valuable player, 
Thompson didn’t hesitate. “Dobis,” 
he said. “And he’s such a great team 
leader.”

The season started inauspiciously 
for the Cadets when they dropped 
two of their first three games. After 

that, they won nine in a row before 
losing to Centennial on May 8. They 
stayed sharp in the latter portion of 
the season, gaining state with a hard-
fought 6-5 win over Holy Angels in 
the Section 3AAA final on June 6. 

Thompson pointed to two regular-
season wins against Mahtomedi and 
Hastings as key accomplishments. 
Both those teams had been thorns in 
the Cadets’ side in recent seasons.

The fact that STA made it to state 
for the fourth straight year (there 
was no tournament in 2020) wasn’t 
really a surprise to Thompson. “We 
had 11 seniors on our team,” he said. 
“I knew that our guys had experience 
and knew how to play in important 
games. They didn’t panic.”

The team had some outstanding 
individual numbers. Senior first base-
man Gavin Engelbert led the squad in 
batting average with .455, pounding 
out 10 doubles in the process. Sims, 
who played outfield in addition to 
pitching, slugged two homers, as did 
Dobis. Senior outfielder Daniel Dahl 
led the team with 13 steals.

Despite losing a large number of 
players to graduation, Thompson said 
his squad should be able to follow up 
this season with another good one in 
2024. 

“I think it’s a reload (instead of a  
rebuild),” he said.

By Bill Wagner

Matt Hourigan knew early on that 
this year’s Cretin-Derham Hall 
boys’ lacrosse team had the kind 

of potential he hadn’t seen before in his 
seven seasons as head coach.

“I could tell from the beginning that we 
had something special,” he said.

Well, maybe not from the beginning. The 
Raiders lost four of their first five games, 
but then rolled off six straight victories en 
route to finishing the regular season 7-6 
overall and 6-3 in the rugged Suburban 
East Conference.

However, it wasn’t until it got to the Sec-
tion 3 playoffs that the team really turned 
heads. CDH beat East Ridge 8-5 and Wood-
bury 8-7 in the first two rounds. Then 
in the section final, the Raiders topped  
Eagan 9-8 in quadruple overtime in one of 

the most exciting matches their fans could 
ever hope for.

That earned CDH its first trip to the state 
boys’ lacrosse tournament. The outcome 
there wasn’t quite as it had hoped. The 
Raiders bowed 7-5 on June 13 to eventual 
state champion Lakeville North and then 
12-7 two days later to Chisago Lakes in the  
consolation match.

As disappointing as it was to go two 
and out, the Raiders (10-8) had a lot to be 
proud of as they looked back on the season. 
Hourigan rated his team’s performances 
against league-leading Stillwater on April 
28 and top 10-ranked Saint Thomas Acad-
emy on May 23 as mileposts for how far the 
Raiders came this spring. 

And, believe it or not, both of those 
games were losses. 

CDH trailed Stillwater 6-1, but showed 
it could play with the best by fighting back 

in a 9-6 loss against the Ponies. The squad 
was down 6-2 against STA, but outscored 
the Cadets by three goals in the third pe-
riod before losing 10-8.

Probably the biggest thrill of the season, 
though, was the Eagan game for the sec-
tion title. The Raiders were ahead 8-7 in 
regulation, but the Wildcats tied the score 
with just two seconds to play, forcing the 
marathon overtime competition.

Junior Joey Henningsgard got the game-
winner with an assist from freshman Nate 
Chorlton with 1:30 left in the fourth over-
time. The Raider offense against Eagan 
was paced by senior Louie Bailey with four 
goals. Junior Jack Murphy scored twice for 
CDH, while junior Luke Chorlton, senior 
Charlie Cantwell and Henningsgard each 
added a goal.

Raider senior goalie Eddie Kielkopf stole 
the show in the section final with 17 saves, 

despite being hurt by a cross-check in the 
first quarter. Afterward, it was determined 
that Kielkopf sustained broken ribs and a 
collapsed lung that he had played through. 

“Eddie is some kind of a warrior,” mar-
veled Hourigan.

The Raiders showed opponents a solid 
team defense this spring, but enough can’t 
be said about their offense. Going into 
state, the team was led by attackers Bailey 
(39 goals), Luke Chorlton (37) and Murphy 
(14). Cantwell led the team in assists with 
27. Kielkopf had a .607 save percentage and 
posted all 10 wins for his team.

Hourigan predicted a bright future for 
CDH boys’ lacrosse, noting that the pro-
gram now has 80 players spread out over 
three teams. 

“I can tell that we’re building momen-
tum,” Hourigan said. “Things are starting 
to fall in line.”

Raider boys cap off season with first trip to state lacrosse tourney 

The Cadets pose for a photo after winning the state consolation title with a 10-8 win over Benilde-Saint Margaret’s on June 14 in Chaska.

WRIGHT CALL c13

STA baseballers take state consolation crown
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chopped a stroke off their previous day’s effort to finish 
tied for seventh at 145 and 13th at 147, respectively. 

“One of my assistants figured out that if you only took 
the low three scores from everybody who played, we 
would’ve finished first overall,” Kinne said.

Now that the shortened prep golf season is done, the 
Raider trio will stretch out for the summer, looking for 
Minnesota Golf Association and junior events around the 
country to play in. 

“They all have aspirations to play Division I golf,” Kinne 
said. “To do that, you have to be seen by folks.” 

They will also work on the parts of their game that 
Kinne emphasized in the spring. “They all can hit the ball 
a long way,” he said. “They know they need to work on 
their approach shots.”

Raider nine fall short in sections
Many people thought this would be the year the CDH 

baseball team would make a triumphant return to state 
for the first time since winning its record 11th big-school 
crown in 2007. Once the snow cleared this spring, the 
top-ranked Raiders came out swinging, scoring 45 runs 
in winning their first three games of the season. The hits 
just  kept on coming as the Raiders won 11 of their first 
12 games, including a pair of lopsided decisions over 
Suburban East Conference rival East Ridge.

Things continued going well and CDH finished the 
regular season with a 16-4 mark – the last win being a 4-2 
decision over Saint Thomas Academy.

In the sections, the Raiders won their first two games, 
lost a third-round encounter to East Ridge, but rebounded 
to eliminate Stillwater and blank the Raptors to force a 
winner-take-all second game. In that one, CDH led 4-3 
after one inning, but the Raptors’ bats were too much and 
they went on to win 13-5. The Raiders’ season ended with 
an impressive 20-6 overall record, but no trip to state. 

Unusual end to prep baseball season
The second day of the state Class AAAA baseball 

tournament ended in an unusual fashion at CHS Field. As 
per custom, the quarterfinal winners met up in a pair of 
semifinal games with the winners going to the finals two 
days later and the losers quickly regrouping to play for 
third place later that same day. 

It’s a particularly tough thing to do if you’re the team 
that loses the latter of the two semifinals. In this case, it 
was Edina. The Hornets got a break of roughly a half-
hour before they were scheduled to face longtime rival 
Minnetonka in the third-place game. At the same time, 
CHS Field was being engulfed in a gray layer of unhealthy 
air brought on by the Canadian wildfires. Edina and 
Minnetonka had split a pair of games during the regular 
season. Thus, this game would also be for bragging rights 
in the western suburbs.

Both coaches looked at the sky and then consulted with 
the state high school league officials in charge. Edina 
coach Tom Nevers basically settled matters when he said, 
“If the Yankees can cancel a game because of haze, so 
can we.” Indeed, the game was cancelled due to poor air 
quality and the teams will share third place.

Before everybody went home, however, both teams 
stood together for a picture at home plate. It wasn’t the 
ending either team wanted, but both knew it was the 
right thing to do.

With Target Field unavailable, CHS hosted all four state 
championship games for the first time. All appeared to 
go well with the day being capped off when East Ridge 
edged Rosemount 1-0 in a taut Class AAAA affair that 
lasted a mere 87 minutes. It was a fitting finale to a week 
that reminded us why baseball can be among the most 
unpredictable sports of them all. 

In addition to the snappily played AAAA title game, 
there were two oddities in earlier AAAA games at CHS. 
In a quarterfinal game, a batter hit into a double play 
while getting two RBI at the same time. The next day, 
Rosemount scratched out just one hit in five innings 
and then scored 10 runs in the sixth en route to a 12-2 
semifinal win over Edina.

As Yogi Berra once noted, “In baseball, you don’t know 
nothing.” 

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.
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FOR SALE             

MYVILLAGER digital and print mem-
berships are for sale! Get your news-
paper delivered via the post office. 
Join us today! www.MyVillager.com

GARAGE/MOVING/ESTATE
SUMMER CLEANING means extra furni-
ture, housewares, electronics, clothing 
and toys. Open your garage door to sell 
it now! Advertise your sale for a mini-
mum of $12 and then sit back and rake 
in the profits! 651-699-1462 ext 10  or 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

REAL ESTATE-FOR SALE  

All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity. 

WANTED TO BUY
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, advertis-
ing, beer memorabilia, old clothing 
and more. 651-227-2469.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR LOCAL source for concrete 
work. Driveways, Sidewalks, Patios 
and More. Call  612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, foundation, 
stairs, sidewalks, tuckpointing, small 
concrete. Daniel, 612-804-6818.

G RO B PA I N T I N G@G M A I L.COM . 
Residential interior painting. Love 
small jobs. Insured. Free bids.  
651-350-8511.

HOME SERVICES    

MYVILLAGER HOME SERVICES category 
offers handyman, moving, window and 
gutter cleaning services, repair and 
clean out services, hauling, demoli-
tion, painting etc. Advertise YOUR 
Home Service in the next MyVillager! 
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com 

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
Roof Snow and Ice Removal. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired. Since 
1973. Insured, bonded. License 
#BC126373; 651-699-8900. (c) 651- 
398-9629.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

HOME SERVICES   
ALL AMERICAN One, LLC. Bonded, li-
censed, insured. MN. License 
#BC635082. Big or small. Everything 
from chimneys to basements. Stop 
leaks. All jobs done. Free estimates. 
BBB. Angie’s. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of the year again! 
Protect your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today. Call Ryan, 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

F R E D D I E ’ S  J U N K  R e m o v a l . 
Commercial. Residential. Low rates. 
Free estimates. 651-442-0993.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
306-7878. Basement bath?

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years’ 
experience. 651-500-0980.

LICENSED PLUMBER available for your 
old home’s remodel and plumbing 
improvements. GC inquiries welcome. 
Paul, 651-263-3623. DannerPlumbing.
com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
*BATHROOMS*

YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating 
and painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

WATER DAMAGE REPAIR .  All 
your painting needs. 612-850-0325; 
www.chileenpainting.com. greg@
chileen.com

EVERY SUCCESSFUL REMODEL STARTS 
WITH A GREAT DESIGN! 20+ years’ ex-
perience in custom space planning, 
concept and permit drawings, fix-
ture and finish selections. Kitchens, 
baths, all interior remodels and 
décor. Gail Jacobson, 612-310-7069. 
FreshSpaceDesignLLC.com

TROYS DECKS & WOOD FENCES. 
22 years in business. New installs and 
repairs. MN St-Lic# BC-581059. 651-
210-1387.

JP DRYWALL, LLC. Drywall Hang. Finish 
& Repair. Sanding, Popcorn Removal. 
Knock Down, Drywall Finisher. 651-
508-7539.

WANTED TO BUY
OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local ref erences. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. 
Wood frame, stucco. Pressure wash-
ing, staining, gutter cleaning. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BOND ED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADS Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com

Classified Categories, ad submission & more information at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. Legal notices are 60¢ per word.

Next Issue: July 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: July 5

All ads are prepaid. We accept all ads  
by email with form from website.

Continued page 14

By Jane McClure

Aproposed update of Saint Paul’s 
citywide bicycle plan calls for more 
separated bikeways, improved win-

ter snowplowing, and completion of the 
Grand Round and Capital City bikeways. 
It also recommends using former railroad 
corridors to add bikeways and provid-
ing greater geographic equity in deciding 
where new biking facilities are located. 

The draft plan was released this spring 
and is the subject of a final round of pub-
lic comments before it is taken up by the 
City Council this summer. An open house 
on the plan will be held from 6-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 28, at the Frogtown 
Community Center, 230 Como Ave.

Jimmy Shoemaker, a senior planner in 
the city’s Department of Public Works, 
calls the draft plan a “significant update” 
from the current bike plan that was adopt-

ed by the council in 2015. Since then, the 
city has made more than 60 miles of bike 
improvements, including additions to the 
Capital City Bikeway in downtown and to 
the Grand Round citywide bike and pedes-
trian trail system. 

The city also continues to add bike lanes 
when streets are rebuilt or resurfaced. New 
developments, such as Highland Bridge on 
the former Ford plant site, and parks proj-
ects also provide opportunities to add bike 
facilities.

Public engagement on updating the bike 
plan began in 2021, and public comments 
have been incorporated into the new draft. 
The city received almost 1,700 survey re-
sponses during the first phase of public  
engagement.

A significant focus of the draft plan is 
on providing more bike facilities that are 
physically separated from motor vehicle 
traffic to improve safety. “That was one of 

the top requests,” Shoemaker said.
Bicyclists also wanted to see slower traf-

fic speeds on streets where they bike. Other 
requests were for improved street mainte-
nance, better upkeep of bikeways in the 
winter, improved bike network connec-
tions and more bike parking facilities.

In the current phase of public engage-
ment, Shoemaker said greater efforts are 
being made to reach out to minority com-
munities, and to the West Side and neigh-
borhoods east of downtown.

He said every bike route identified in the 
original bike plan was re-evaluated as part 
of the current draft. Several streets previ-
ously identified as candidates for on-street 
bike lanes or shared facilities are now be-
ing suggested for separated lanes. 

Local streets recommended for chang-
es include Ford Parkway, Saint Clair and 
Cleveland avenues. Hamline and Summit 
avenues are among bike routes identified 

as priorities, along with Marshall Avenue 
east of Snelling. Bike facilities along busy 
University Avenue and West Seventh Street 
are also being explored.

The recommendation to use former rail-
road corridors for bikeways could draw on 
past plans for the Canadian Pacific Rail-
road spur in Highland Park, and the CP Rail 
line leading west from Ayd Mill Road to an 
old rail bridge over the Mississippi River.

The draft plan also calls for removing 
some bike routes from the original plan 
because of the close proximity to other 
routes. Highland Parkway west of Snelling 
Avenue would be removed, since there are 
bike lanes two blocks away on Ford Park-
way. Fuller Avenue, once seen as a poten-
tial east-west route, was removed due to  
uncertainties about property acquisition.

For more information and to take a sur-
vey on the draft plan before the July 31 clos-
ing date, see stpaul.gov/bikeplan.

Saint Paul rolls out updated draft of citywide bicycle plan
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VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

LUNDBERG’S
BOBCAT SERVICE

Offering: Landscaping, 
Fine Grading, Sod, 
Retaining Walls, Paver 
Driveways, Sidewalks 
& Patios.
Concrete & Block Work
Garage Demolition

FREE ESTIMATES
Call 612-910-3047

or 612-721-1003

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Interior / Exterior
Complete Carpentry Services

proteampaintingplus.com
651.917.2881

Concrete Repair
Steps and Sidewalks 
Foundation Repair

Masonry Repair of Stone and Bricks
Gary 651-423-6666651-423-6666

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Garden Center Garden Center & & 
Landscape Products CenterLandscape Products Center

for all yourfor all your
Hardscape &Hardscape &

Greenscape NeedsGreenscape Needs
651.291.2655651.291.2655

InterConnect
Landscaping LLC

Family Owned

651-925-7356
No project too small.
• Lawn care   • Snow removal

• All landscaping projects
• Junk removal

interconnectlandscaping.com

HOME SERVICES   

ESTATE LIQUIDATION. Sort, 
organize, evaluate for do-
nation, box, haul, clean. 
betsyjensen20@gmail.com.

C H I L E E N  PA I N T I N G .  Wa te r 
Damage. Patching. Wall & Ceiling 
Repairs. Wood Work. Interior & 
Exterior Painting. 612-850-0325; 
www.chileenpainting.com. greg@
chileen.com

HOUSECLEANING
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House    
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 30 years in 
business. Seasonal cleaning specials. 
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates. 
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

QUALITY CLEANING you can depend 
on. 20+ years’ experience. Rita’s 
Cleaning, 612-414-9241.

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

COLLEEN’S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE. 
Mother-in-law approved. Same 
person each cleaning. Free phone 
estimates. 651-380-5238.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/ SNOW  

FEW THINGS ADD more curb appeal 
than a thick, healthy lawn showcasing 
your beautifully landscaped property. 
Advertise your business in the Lawn 
and Landscape Classifieds in upcom-
ing MyVillagers. Call 651-699-1462 ext 
10 or email WantAds@MyVillager.com

*P.H.M. INC.*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
Full landscape service and installa-
tion. Full property maintenance all year 
round. pat@PHMincorporated.com  
or www.PHMincorporated.com. 
651-231-7748.

THE BEST Residential Snow Removal 
Services. Seasonal contracts start-
ing as low as $315/month. Bluhm 
Brothers Landscaping. 651-227-2584; 
www.bluhmbrothers.com

LAWN SERVICE. Contracts start 
at $180/month. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured. 651- 
699-2832

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/ SNOW
CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help you in-
stall. Horticulture Degree, U of MN. 
Certified Nursery and Landscape 
Pro fe ss i o n a l .  L i v i n g  S p a ce 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

CNT LAWN and SNOW REMOVAL CARE. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC.*
Certified Arborist. Licensed. Insured. 
Free estimates. Removals, pruning, 
stumps. Brian, 612-735-9110. 

SCHUETT’S LAWN CARE. Spring clean 
up, mowing, hauling brush, etc. No 
job too small. 612-419-3247.

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $160/month. 651- 
276-4396. SorensenLawnCare.com

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing. 
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years’ in 
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

URBANSCAPES-PROFESSIONAL 
GARDENING SERVICES-WEEDING, 
DEAD HEADING, SHRUB AND SMALL 
TREE PRUNING, ECT. ALSO, SNOW 
SHOVELING WALKS AND APRONS. 
CALl MARTEY 651-917-7982.

COMPUTER/INTERNET/TV
 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651- 
207-8276.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-983-8348.

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. Mon-Fri 10-6, 
Sat 9-3.  712 South Cleveland. 651- 
698-6117. HighlandTailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. In-person/online lessons avail-
able. Gene Swanson, 651-269-6983.

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

651-373-1264

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

• 30 Years Exp. 

651-436-8975651-436-8975
Free Estimates/Licensed & Insured
                                       MN License #BC515019

ROOFINGROOFING
Sullivan Construction Sullivan Construction 

CompanyCompany
  • Best Price  • Best Price
  • Best Workmanship  • Best Workmanship
  • Best Materials  • Best Materials

hayeswindows.com 
612.259.7855

BRING NEW LIFE TO YOUR
ORIGINAL WINDOWS

MN Lic. BC750502

Sash cord repair and tune-up

Weatherstripping

Restoration and refinishing

Putty glazing and glass

replacement
Joe Hayes

Owner

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

Join the more than
7,000

people who follow

on Facebook.

Facebook.com/MyVillager/

Replace Your
Storm Windows

YOUR LOCAL
WINDOW

REPLACEMENT
EXPERTS

Register Now for our
Quarterly Window Webinar

24 HR EmERgEncy SERvicE
Tree Removal/Tree & 

Shrub Pruning & More
★ ★ 32 Years Exp ★ ★ 651.690.3200

allseasonstreemn.com

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

A T I M E R

A N D S C A P I N G

Custom design
installation

• Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

• Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

• Privacy or ornamental fencing  • Shrub & tree planting
• Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:
651.983.5969   LatimerLandscapingMN.com

™

Continued
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651-497-9891

• Carpentry work
• Home Maintenance
Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

Helping
your home
since 1977.

525 Ohio Street
St. Paul, MN 55107
651-222-8701#EA761612

INSURED•BONDED•LICENSED nillesbuilders.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
           & RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Roofing

• Siding
• Remodeling

• Concrete
• Garages

• Electical

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
www.burtonsraingutter.comwww.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Burton R. JohnsonBurton R. Johnson
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 

c -c - 651-398-9629 651-398-9629
651699-8900

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

Click through our
Classified Ads at 
MyVillager.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

❖
 C

H
I L

E

EN  PA I N

T
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G
❖

Serving Lakes Area Since
 1

95
2

CHILEENCHILEEN
PAINTINGPAINTING

   greg@chileen.com      

612-850-0325

• Interior Painting   • Exterior Painting
• Wood Finishing   • Water Damage Repair

• Patching   • Enameling   • Insurance Claims

Chad Arneson

Rating

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

SERVICE DIRECTORY

QUALITY BRUSH &
STUMP REMOVAL
• Small Tree Removal  • Tree Pruning
• Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming
• Overgrown yards and alley ways

                   612-369-1987No Job too Small  
Call Mike Arborist

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197 651-276-8233

SINCE
1969

SPECIALIZING IN
PORCHES & DECKS

◆ Repair
◆ Renovation
◆ Restoration

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651- 
230-0193.

TUNING SPECIAL Evening and 
weekend appointments available. 
Outstanding service and experience 
since 2005. Jim Gardner, 612 327-6698.

SUMMER PROGRAMS
ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL OF MUSIC. 
Weekly lessons and classes - all 
instruments, all levels, all ages. 
Excellence in music education since 
1970. stjomusic.org  651-690-4364.

HEALTH CARE PROVIDER
EXPERIENCED DEMENTIA practitioner 
and counselor has summer hours 
available, mid-June through mid- 
August. Call Kerry, 612-231-5271, or 
email at kerryfiberart@gmail.com

HELP WANTED
This newspaper will not knowingly 
 accept any advertising which is in 
violation of the law. No attention to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, national 
origin, veteran or disability status 
will be allowed. Equal employment 
opportunity.

LEAD SCHEDULER/TRAINER, Best Jets 
International, St. Paul, MN. Operational 
control of flights; train 4-6 team 
members; BS in Aviation Mgmt; 6 mos 
rel exp, incl. FOS, meeting FAA guide-
lines, tracking flight logs, supervisory 
Aviation Ops exp; resume & cvr ltr to 
keiths@bestjetsintl.com

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL
All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper will 
not knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL
SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland Park 
and Crocus Hill areas. Call 651-698-
6111 today for rental information on 
several communities professionally 
managed by  Mid  Cont inent 
Management Corp. 

WANTED TO RENT
GARAGE FOR STORAGE of vintage 
vehicle. Phone 651 335-3260.

LEGAL NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer pro-
tection in order to enable consumers 
to be able to identify the true owner 
of a business. The following person 
and LLC are now doing business as 
Tangaru Designs: 1273 Scheffer Ave, 
Saint Paul MN 55116, US. By typing 
my name, I, the undersigned, certify 
that I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify that 
I have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury 
as set forth in Section 609.48 as if 
I had signed this document under 
oath. Date filed: 5/26/2023. Signed 
by: Heike Elder. Mailing Address: 1273 
Scheffer Ave, Saint Paul MN 55116, US. 
Email for Official Notices: haelder@
msn.com.

ANYONE DOING BUSINESS WITH 
DAVID POTTER between 2005 - 2022 
please call Dianne Potter at 651- 
307-8728 to return your SPINNER 
WHEEL or parts. Otherwise they will 
be donated after July 26.

HageConcrete.com

When Heartbreak Turns
to Hope, You’re There.
Down the street, across the
country, around the world—you
help save the day. Every day.

1-800-RED CROSS | redcross.org



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

COLIN VOERDING
651-357-3667

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN

612-810-4138

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

BRIAN WAGNER, M.ED.
651-497-4387

MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

DEB SOUCHERAY
651-263-0552

TOM EDELSTEIN, CRS
HENRY EDELSTEIN, CRS

651-695-4300

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

CLAIRE BISANZ DISTAD
651-307-7260

GARY FABEL
651-334-3659

MIKE JAMBOR
612-889-9773

KATHRYN D. KENNEDY
612-558-6488

MYA HONEYWELL
THE HIVE

651-329-3619

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

JIM BURTON
612-723-7653

PETER DONOVAN
651-336-8050

  DAVID NOVAK, B.Geo.E
612-282-2168

DAVID NOYES, JR.
651-233-0748

KAREN KELJIK
612-414-3245

PLACE 
YOUR 

AGENT

                    

          

               

TWO STORY CHARMER IN ST PAUL!    
This two story charmer is sure to impress both inside and 
out. First time to be available in 38 years! You’ll be wowed by 
the architectural details throughout; crown molding, original 
corner built-ins in the dining room, hard-
wood flooring, French doors, and more. 
Spacious kitchen includes breakfast bar. 
www.SaintPaulCharmer.com

KRISTA WOLTER  
612-247-5106 • $465,000

RARE OPPORTUNITY ON CHARLEY LAKE!   
Extraordinary all brick, custom built home with architectural details 
throughout. Gourmet kitchen is sure to impress–curved custom 
cabinetry, center island, and informal dining space that looks out 
over Charley Lake. Generous sized rooms throughout the home 
with ensuite baths in each bedroom and a main floor owner’s suite. 
You’ll love the curved staircase as you enter the large foyer. Head 
outside to enjoy the in-ground swimming pool. 

CUSTOM BUILT HOME IN NORTH OAKS!    
Two story living with wide open views and privacy in North Oaks! 
Spacious kitchen includes center island, quartz countertops, 
stainless steel appliances and pantry. Head upstairs to find 5 
bedrooms. Private owner’s suite with walk-in 
closet and private bath. This home has all of 
the spaces that you hgave been looking for! 
www.NorthOaksTwoStory.com

KRISTA WOLTER 
  612-247-5106 • $895,000

KRISTA WOLTER 
612-247-5106

$1,795,000

www.NorthOaksLakeShore.com

SAINT ANTHONY PARK GEM!
Historic grandeur meets high-end custom 
remodel. Open floor plan, wrap around porch, 
dream lot! 6 bedroom, 4 bath, 2 car garage 
with possible ADU. Must see!. 
www.Q@QMoet.com

Q MOET
651-222-1007 • $1,190,000

OVERLOOKING COMO LAKE!
Charming Brick Cape Cod home with original 
architectural details, spacious addition, and 
picturesque back yard. Lake views and paths 
allow you to take in the Como 
Pavilion, Golf Course, Zoo, and 
more. www.LiveInComo.com

JIM SEABOLD
  651-276-8555 • $695,000

2085 PALACE AVENUE
Opportunity knocks! Located in demand Mac-Groveland, 
this two-story home features 3BR’s, 2BA’s, hrdwd flrs, FP 
& finished basement. The addition off of the 3rd BR would 
be a wonderful nursery, walk-in closet, 
extra BR or potential for additional BA. 
Enjoy the home in its current condition, 
or bring your renovation ideas to life.  

MORAGHAN DeROSIA 
952-486-3697

782 JAMES AVENUE  
If you would enjoy relaxing on your front porch 
or entertaining in your backyard, this W 7th home 
is just for you! From the welcoming front porch 
to the original woodwork and 
stained-glass windows, this 3 BR, 
2 bath home exudes charm.
www.nancykmaas.com

NANCY K MAAS
651-235-8581 • $339,000

846 DEER PARK  
Leave the lawn mowing and snow removal 
behind! Enjoy living in newer construction in a 
prime Highland location! 3 bedrooms, 4 baths 
and there’s even a generous-
sized deck to enjoy spring and 
summer evenings.
www.nancykmaas.com

NANCY K MAAS
651-235-8581 • $470,000

WEST 7TH CHARMER! 891 BAYARD AVE  
Live in the heart of the West 7th/Fort Rd corridor. Entry 
through the front porch perfect for sitting and enjoy-
ing the evening breeze. One BR on the main floor w/
full bath plus 3 BR’s w/walk-in closets 
upstairs and lovely outdoor space in 
back yard w/deck and perennials.
www.nancykmaas.com

NANCY K MAAS
651-235-8581

2118 HIGHLAND PARKWAY 
Charming one level Mid-Century Bungalow.  
3BR, 1BA. HW floors. Galley kitchen. Hi end 
appliances. Architect designed kitchen expan-
sion. Sunroom. New Marvin 
Windows. New HVAC. Gracious 
patio/pergola. Stunning gardens. 
Corner lot. Attached garage.  

TJ PIERRET
  651-755-6669 • $499K

Put your home here…
And get results!

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN MAC GROVELAND!    
Gorgeous new construction w/all the walkable amenities 
of the Macalester-Groveland neighborhood. 5BR’s/5BA’s, 
over 4,000 sq ft of timeless luxury & beautiful finishes. 
1524 Lincoln Ave.  www.wahlbergtoohey.com
MICHAELA TOOHEY 
PHILIP WAHLBERG
651-336-2410 
$1,445,000

JUST LISTED!!!
1890 Highland Pkwy: Immaculate 3 bed-
room, 3 bath featuring attractive hard-
wood floors, updated kitchen, main floor 
family room, king sized bed-
rooms, and completely reno-
vated lower level.        

         JIM BURTON
  612-723-7653 • $665,000

CLASSIC AMERICAN FOUR SQUARE! 
Extremely well maintained and is larger than most! Lovely 
entertainment-sized living & dining rooms.Large updated 
kitchen w/4 true BR’s & 2BA’s on the 2nd flr & one in the 
LL. Stucco, roof, mechanicals have been 
dashed & updated as well. Lovely back-
yard & deck plus beautiful front porch for 
lazy days. Call Lolly Salmen for details.
    L0LLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 • $549,900

CLASSIC COLONIAL - HEART OF HIGHLAND! 
3BR, 2BA beauty-completely updated & meticulously 
maintained by same owners for 43 years. You will find 
all new sun-drenched custom designed open-concept 
kitchen w/state-of-the-art decor, main 
floor sun room & rare 2 car attached 
gar. Landscaped corner lot - It’s all here 
& just beautiful!! Call Lolly Salmen.
    L0LLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 • $549,900

ANITA C. HILL
651-707-6408

ENTICING HOME, SERENE SETTING!!    
Exquisite 3-Bedroom, 2-Bath gem boasts gleam-
ing hardwood, 2 sparkling skylights, main floor 
family room. Formal dining + sun-splashed 
eat-in kitchen, luxurious owner’s 
suite, all in a paradise setting! 
1863 Hampshire Avenue. *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667

CAPTIVATING CONDO!    
Step inside Unit #4 in the historic converted 
Castle House! Enjoy soaring ceilings, expansive 
windows, lovely hardwood! Updated kitchen 
with granite, dining room. Owner’s 
suite, W/I closet, spiral staircase!
112 Western Avenue N #4. *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667

FREE HOME SELLER SEMINAR!    
Is now the time to be selling your home? 
Attend a one hour seminar. No obligation or 
pressure! Monday, July 10 from 6-7pm and 
Tuesday, July 18 from 6-7pm. Call 
or email for more information. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, GRI
651-329-1264

1380 ASHLAND AVE    
Welcome to this wonderful home open layout. Relax in your front 
porch with a morning cup of coffee. Enjoy living room, dining room 
with built-in buffet, updated kitchen with custom cabinetry, gran-
ite countertop and stainless steel appliances. 
NEW boiler–new roof–fascia/gutters, new hot 
water heater. Call or email for more information. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, GRI
651-329-1264 • $425,000

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481
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