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¢ My Dental Hygienist, Krissy Little,

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The next step in the demolition
process for 11 properties, including
College Avenue School, will be a
meeting next month to include City of
Russellville Building and License
Inspector Bill Fuller, Brad Williams
from the Civil Group and Ralton
Baker, whose company R. Baker,
Inc., submitted the low bid of
$268,000 for the job.

The Russellville City Council
approved the bid at its June 5th
meeting. The bid includes the demo-

lition of and removal of debris for the
following properties:

--401, 501, 503 Montgomery St.
SE.

--902 S. Washington Ave.

--502, 515 College Ave. N.

--726 Jackson Ave. S.

--801, 807 Franklin St. NE.

--108 Lauderdale St. NE.

--550 Fourth St.

The pre-demolition meeting will
allow officials to discuss the job and
make sure all documents are in order
before demolition begins.

The city applied for a Community
Development Block Grant to pay for

See ‘DEMOLITION,’ Page 4

Gouncil approves log truck route on
Underwood Road

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville City Council
approved a logging permit applica-
tion for Tim Baker that will allow his
company, M22, Inc., to transport log
trucks through a portion of city limits.

The Commercial Vehicle Permit
Agreement is required for any opera-
tion requiring “movement of heavy
loads” through city limits.

Bill Fuller, the city's Building and
License Inspector, told the council at
its June 19th meeting that Baker's
tract to harvest is located off Holland
Drive. The application sought a per-
mit for the trucks to travel on Holland
Drive, then turn east on Underwood
Road en route to County Highway

and my dentist, Dr. Nolan Connell
are the best!! They are very
knowledgeable and helpful.
If you are looking for a new dentist
and hygienist try Singing River in
Russellville!! 7

-Carol Conaway, Google Review

48. Fuller said the travel distance
inside city limits is just over .25 miles.

The permit is valid between the
hours of 7 a.m.-5 p.m., and for semi-
trailers not exceeding 40 feet in
length. The permit expires 120 days
after its approval.

The application requires a perform-
ance bond in the amount of $50,000
to be posted by the applicant.

In other agenda items at the June
19th meeting, the council:

--approved contracts with enter-
tainment acts at the Jam on Sloss
Lake, set for July 4, 2023, including:
Purpose, the Kerry Gilbert Band,
Austin Bohannon, Shenandoah and
the Cotton Flats Cruisers, who will
host their annual car show on site
during the day.

See ‘COUNCIL,” Page 7

Call 256.332.6888 to schedule
your appointment today!

531 St. Clair St., Russellville

Hablamos Espanoll @ X f

SingingRiverDentistry.com

Breakfast & Lunch Weekdays
Saturday Brunch

Specialty Coffee & Drinks
Baked Goods * Breakfast * Sandwiches
* Soups ¢ Salads * Gifts

256.398.8632
Downtown Russellville
farmhousetablecafe.com

Taking care of
your family’s

dental needs
Brett M. Bowen, DDS
Bowen
Family

Dentist
243 Underwood Roa:X!ussellwlle 256 332 4000

Russellvdle

H Mike McLeary, DDS

Mon., Tues, Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2
256.332.6073
510 Engle Dr, * Russellville

Have an opinion?
\Story idea?
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04 Chevy Tahoe
$1800 Down
06 Ford Focus

06 Chevy Impala
$1200 Down
05 GMC Envoy
$1200 Down

14 Kia Soul
$2000 Down

$1000 Down
12 Ford Fusion
$1000 Down
12 Ford Escape 02 Lexus ES

$2000 Down $1500 Down
elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave « Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us on
the web at www.franklinfreepress.net! Send your guest columns,
recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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Acmdent or Breakdown’?
Tell law enforcement you want M & N Towing!

TOWING & SERVICE CENTER

11833 Hwy 43 South ¢ Russellville, AL 35653

256.332.7279

Village at Oliver Place

Apartments & Townhomes
Water included startmg at:

205.993.5005. « Pike Avenue * Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546
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Monuments are Designed &
Lettered in our local shop.
On-site Engraving & Sandblasting

Franklin County’s Home Owned and
Operated Monument Dealer!

Grant & Beverly Atkins

403 East Lawrence Street
Russellville, Alabama

“In Memory of our loved ones...
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Fleeta Mae Scott, 91, of Russellville, passed away
June 24, 2023. Pinkard Funeral Home assisted the
family.

Donald Wayne Fleming, 82, of Russellville, passed
away on Friday, June 23, 2023. Spry Memorial
Chapel assisted the family.

Mary Jane Carter, 83, of Russellville, passed awau
June 24, 2023. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the
family.

Phillip Ray Wilson, 62 of Russellville passed away
on June 24. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the
family.

Miranda Decker, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE
Comprehensive Adult

Health Care

Rus§e_llville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-1120

rrrrrrrrrr

256.383.447 3 Ext 2021
340 Cox Blvd  Sheffield, AL




Tombigbee Communications is
building in Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

Franklin
Free Press

113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville, AL 35653
256-332-0255
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A private financial consultant hired by the Russellville Electric Board told
board members they are in solid financial position and he will not propose a
rate increase this year or in the foreseeable future.

“| see you have a good chance of no action this year and | think we can
say we do not have a rate action plan in the horizon,” said Chris Mitchell of
Chris Mitchell Management Consultants, LLC, of Norris, Tenn.

‘I don't see a (rate increase) this year or in future years because of the
action you've taken. | feel extremely good about where you are at financial-
ly,” he added.

Mitchell's company offers consulting services to local service providers,
many of whom purchase their power from the Tennessee Valley Authority.
Mitchell addressed the board at its June 20th meeting.

At the urging of Manager Charles Canida, the REB raised rates 3.1% last
year, an increase that was approved last January and went into effect after
TVA approval in July 2022.

That rate increase came 13 months after Canida, according to REB min-
utes from December 2021, said the board was in strong financial position
and he did not foresee a rate increase for at least the next three years.

Mitchell said REB's number of customers has remained flat over a 20-year
period, but usage has declined over time, which “added some outside stress
because you have costs that go up.”

He distinguished between what he would recommend a private business
do in that situation from what the board, being a non-profit entity, would do.

“If you were in private business with shareholders there would be more dis-
cussion about this, but you are in a public power setting and are a non-profit
entity, so the goal is to have equitable stability, but not to create retained
earnings over time,” Mitchell told board members.

Mitchell said the board's available cash is stable. The REB has received
pandemic credits from TVA the past three years in the amount of $220,000
per year, which he said has helped their cash sum grow, but Mitchell said
those credits were expected to end after the current year.

In other action, the board:

--heard a report from Canida about theft of power at a residence on North
Jackson Avenue, where the person was running jumper cables from the
meter into the house. The matter was referred to the board attorney, he said.

--heard a report from board attorney Jeff Bowling about the status of a civil
action filed by a former employee. Bowling said summary judgment motions
had been filed in the case.

The next regular meeting of the Russellville Electric Board will be Tuesday,
July 18, 2023, at 6 p.m.

256.398.8751

18516 Hwy 43 « Across from King Drive In

2018 KEYSTONE P L]
OUTBACK “
$19,900

“Let us helb ou find financing
for YOUR dream car!”



Internal Medicine

John Almirol, M.D.

“Over 22 Years Caring
for Franklin County.”
\ Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00

EXENEESTEEe) Friday: 8:30-12:00
Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,

q. Almirgr 15

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing
and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
256.331.1900

IS

Happy Living!”

Introducing:
Dr. Christopher

Rankin

* Primary Care Physician
» Medical Check-Ups & Consultations
* Health Screenings

256.331.2700
16225 Hwy 43 « Suite |

.. RUSSELLVILLE

l. HOSPITAL

‘DEMOLITION, From Page 1

the demolition of the structures. The grant was approved, but required a
historical study of all the buildings set for demolition. That process took
more than a year, primarily related to College Avenue School, before it
was finally com-
pleted.

The school
site will feature
a marker high-
lighting the his-
tory of the for-
mer building.
The school was
constructed in
1936, with a
lower level
added approxi-
mately 20 years =
later. :

Each of the
property owners &
of the structures [
gave their prior s
consent to have their properties included in the grant appllcatlon CoIIege
Avenue School is owned by Russellville City Schools.

There have been multiple options discussed as to how to use the property
once the building is razed, but no plan or timetable has been decided.

Fuller said he expects the demolitions to begin later in July after the meet-
ing.

Baker said he will likely raze the houses first, before demolishing the old
florist building on South Jackson and College Avenue School.

AMERICAN

RESIDENTIAL

The Season for
Big Savings Is Now!

Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions
for New Heating and Cooling Systems

Many Payment Options to choose from
Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

#% 52000

on aNew Cooling
and Heating System with
our Buy Back Program!

1 Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and 1
cooling system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and g
cooling system required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. g

Cooling or Heating
System Tune Up

Price valid for one working unit. Excludes ol fired systems. Valid at participating
ARS® Network locations. Not valic for third party, new construction, or commercial I
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center & Not velid for third party, new- conslruction, or commercial customers, g
for details. Coupon required at time of service. de it copied or transfered g wilh any offer offrs discounts, or on prior sales. Call senice center for
1 and where ﬂDhlbl ted. Any other use mey constiute frau. Cash velue SO0 1 details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred and I
I Offer expires 8/30/2023. 1 where pumbned Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $001.

1 Offer expires 8/30/2023.

1
. , ) - ) 1
| License numbers available at americanresidential comy/licenses I 1 !
g License numbers avalleble at americanresidential.com/licenses
1
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Kiel vows to reintroduce ‘hallot harvesting’ bill in 24

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

As a member of the Alabama Legislature, Jamie Kiel sees bills die in
committees or on the House or Senate floor all the time.

And that was the case for HB209, legislation Kiel sponsored that
would have made it a felony for someone to “knowingly distribute,
order, request, collect, complete, obtain or deliver an absentee ballot
application or absentee ballot” other than his or her own.

The bill cleared the House last month, and got through committee in
the Senate. But HB209 never reached the Senate floor for discussion
or a vote.

Kiel understands the legislative process and he plans to reintroduce
the bill next year. What remains unsettling to the Russellville legislator
is a wave of what he described as 'disingenuous' reporting on HB209
from the Alabama media.

Some of the biggest opposition came from disabled voters, many of
whom believed they would not be able to vote with assistance from
someone of their choosing if HB209 became law.

Not the case, Kiel explained.

“The media portrayed it as if we were trying to hurt their right to vote,”
Kiel said. “It almost always came back claims that disabled voters
would not be able to vote any longer under this bill. That was complete-
ly untrue.”

HB209 stipulated that any voter requiring assistance to order, com-
plete or deliver an absentee ballot could be assisted by another person,
as long as that person fit into one of seven categories. Those included:
any family member to the second degree of kinship, a resident of the
voter's household who has resided with the voter at least six months
before voting, the Alabama Secretary of State or an employee of the
Secretary of State, the probate judge in the voter's home county, the
absentee election manager in the voter's home county or a guardian,

conservator or another person appointed by the probate court.

Kiel believes certain media members who opposed HB209 dissemi-
nated misinformation about the proposed legislation and that impacted
the bill's advancement.

After several amendments were made to the bill, Kiel anticipated it
would pass the Senate. When that didn't happen, Kiel said he didn't
receive an explanation why.

Kiel said he introduced the legislation to eliminate a practice called
ballot harvesting, where a person or persons, often driven by political
motives, collect ballots from voters and take them to election sites.

Opponents to HB209 said there was no evidence of ballot harvesting,
or voter fraud in general, in Alabama.

Rep. Ontario Tillman (D-Bessemer) told the Alabama Daily News
HB209 was 'a solution looking for a problem.'

Kiel maintains there are instances of voter fraud and his bill would
deter similar behavior in future elections.

“‘We've seen across the country that early voting gives the greatest
opportunity to cheat,” Kiel said. “An Alabama county commissioner was
indicted just this year for absentee voter fraud. | just want to be sure
that every legal vote is counted and there is no undue influence from
outside groups on the voting process.”

With Kiel's commitment to re-introduce the legislation next year, the
debate on HB209, or whatever it's called in 2024, will continue.

Please send your guest columns and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Brent Hurd, DO
OBGYN

Brandie Garner, CRNP
Women's Health



HUGE ABSOLUTE

ONLINEAUGTION!

7 Acres+/- with 8 Buildings sold in 3 Parcels
Skid Steers - ‘95 Jeep - ‘42 Modified Ford - Trailers & More!
Mills Shavings « 253 Main St., Hodges, AL

—“.m

CALL TEBREll PHIllIPS Fllﬂ M(IIIE INFI] 256 110 8651

- Shane Albright Auctions

mwm a1 Shane Albright Owner/ Broker/ Auctioneer AL#1569 TN#5431
6508 US-72, Killen, Alabama 35645
Office Number: 256-757-8898

Dr. Kelly's B®
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen

and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

256.332.0255

EVENTS OF INTEREST « FAMILY REUNIONS « PLAYS * CHURCH GATHERINGS « EDUCATIONAL - CLUB MEETINGS

HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUP-

PLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN ALA-
BAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT
REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO
CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530
PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF SENIOR

The Foster Grandparent Program is seeking volunteers ages 55 and older

to help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and schools.
Volunteers will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement. We have openings
for several schools for the coming school year. Please call 256-332-6800 for an appli-
cation.

AshaKiran serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault
and human trafficking across Alabama. Their vision is to be a
‘ray of hope’ by bridging the gap between service providers and culturally
diverse communities. Their 24-hour crisis line number is 1-800-793-3010.
Learn more about AshaKiran by visiting www.ashakiranonline.org.
Consultations are free and confidential, and available in 45 different lan-
guages.

he Senior Center at Phil Campbell is under new management.

The Town of Phil Campbell would like to invite and encourage
everyone in their area 60 years and older to come be a part of the group.
This is for men and women. They meet at the Phil Campbell Community
Center Monday thru Friday from 8 a.m.-noon. A delicious lunch is served
around 11 a.m. Come on out and join in on the games or just sit and have
a cup of coffee and socialize!

he Harris/Trapp Family Reunion will be Saturday, July 8, from

10-2 at East Franklin Community Center. Everyone bring some-
thing as it's a Pot Luck Lunch. For more information, call Diane Halsey at
205-485-4616 or Cathy Harris at 205-486-4387. Friends of Lena Trapp
Harris and Andrew Jackson Harris invite you to join them. They can’t wait
to see everyone!

he 12th annual Cotton Flats Cruisers Car Show will be July 4,

2023, at Sloss Lake on Hwy. 24 East. They welcome cars,
trucks and bikes. Registration is from 7-11 a.m. There will be a $25 regis-
tration fee for each car, truck or bike. Grand prize is $1,000 cash. 50/50
Drawing and many other cash prizes. There will not be any Swap Meet
spaces available. For more information, contact Barry at 256-332-6585 or
Darryl at 256-436-2499.

ussellville First Methodist Church will sponsor a Fifth Thursday

Food Giveaway, Thursday, June 29, 2023, at 1 p.m., at the
church, 311 North Jackson Ave. Groceries will be given out while supplies
last. Please stay in your vehicle, have a photo ID handy and allow the
church volunteers to serve you!

he Bragwell Reunion will take place Saturday, July 1, from 10-2,

at Belgreen Baptist Church Christian Life Center, 18375 Hwy.
24. Please bring a covered dish/dessert.

PEST CONTROL

PREDATOR
g~ PEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055




‘COUNCIL,’ from Page 1

--granted a request by Ray Smelser, the owners of a lot on Aycock Loop,
for the property to be de-annexed out of the City of Russellville.

--authorized solicitation of sealed bids for the construction of a ramp and
steps for the new permanent stage at Sloss Lake.

--appointed Scott Adcock to the Civil Service Board. Adcock replaces Jerry
Kimbrough as the District Two representative. Kimbrough passed away last

'LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF ALABAMA month. District Two Councilman Darren Woodruff expressed his apprecia-
FRANKLIN COUNTY tion to Kimbrough for his service to the city.
REVENUE COMMISSIONER “I want to publicly acknowledge Jerry Kimbrough's service to the City of

Russellville and District Two. We will miss him. He was a good person and
his contributions to the city will be missed,” Woodruff said.

--approved the 100% grant-funded purchase of a fire skid unit for the
Russellville Fire Department.

--approved the purchase of a First Due EMS Software Reporting System
by the RFD. The new system was needed because of a change in forms the
department must file for EMS reports. The cost is approximately $11,200.

The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Council will be July 3,
2023, with work session at 6 p.m., and meeting to follow.

Notice is hereby given that assessed values of all property
listed for taxation have been fixed according to state law.
Assessed valuations are available at the Franklin County
Revenue Commissioner’s office, and are open for public
inspection. The Board of Equalization will hold an annual
meeting at the Franklin County Courthouse on a date to be
announced by the Revenue Department in order to address
any written protests filed with this office, within 30 days of

the date notices are made available. The last day to file

objections will be July 17, 2023.
If you should desire an appointment with them, you may file
a written protest giving your name, address, daytime phone
number, parcel identification number and an explanation of
why you think the value of your property is incorrect.
After your appeal is received, you will be contacted by
the Revenue Commissioner’s office.
Address your letter to:
Revenue Commissioner’s Office
P. O. Box 248

Russellville, Alabama 35653

WOL-FI 100723852 27
i o and 12 p.m.

WillodeanDavissells.com » 256.762.5671

Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !
Be Part of Feeding America'

Production wages start at $17.25/hr up to $20/hr

(Including incentive)
Apply in person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Advancement opportunities, Night Shift Premium Pay,
,5‘ 401K Retirement, Paid Holidays
and Vacations.

Pilgrims Y

EOE-AA-F-M-V-D
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KGB

6:10 p.-m.

* Austin Bohannon FATY p.m.
* Shenandoah 8:30 p.m.
Sloss Lake 5

Hwy 24 * Russellville

Splash Pad will open at 10 a.m.,

Inflatables will open at 12 p.m.
Cotton Flats Cruisers

LY 7 a.m.-2 p.m.

Car Show, Food Vendors
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Shoals Primary Care
welcomes

Dr. Zaman ?9{!@
Shah

to the practice
in Sheffield

NN\
73

. -

Board certified in Internal Medicine,
Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
a close family member of Dr. Syed.

He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins are Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

342 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

GIFT CARDS

Avazlable

Licensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495

¥ Reiki Practitioner ||

256.332.4220

Creative Image Salon
7129 Hwy 43 » Spruce Pine

: }

361231-1

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

At the Russellville City Council's June 19th meeting, Russellville Fire
Department Deputy Chief Randy Seal updated the council about a fire science
class that will be offered to Russellville High School students through the Career
Technical Education program.

Seal explained the serious shortage of fire department applicants and,
through the course, he hopes to generate interest in local students to consider
a career in firefighting.

“We hope this helps bring some interest in our field of firefighting,” Seal said.
“We've been fortunate that the shortage hasn't affected us, but that will change
soon.”

Chief Joe Mansell's department is stacked with veteran firefighters who are
eligible to retire. And when that happens, the concern is Russellville will face the
same problems plaguing other departments experiencing a dearth of applicants.

Mansell then said he could be among those retirees, as he's eyeing a resig-
nation as fire chief at the end of 2023.

“I'm looking at retiring toward the end of this year,” Mansell told the council. “I
came into the City of Russellville in 1991 as a volunteer. | was hired in 1992 and
have served as chief since 2002. “I've never seen cities across the state offer
and pay these guys what they're paying now to try and keep them from leaving.
It will catch up with us because so many in our department are nearing retire-
ment,” he added.

Mansell said he wants to remain with the department in some capacity to con-
tinue his career after he resigns as chief. Mansell also told council members
he's been contacted by other departments about whether he'd be interested in
coming to work for them. “That tells you a lot about how serious this situation is
when several departments are contacting a 51-year-old firefighter to see if he
wants to come to work for them after | step down as chief,” Mansell said.

The fire science class is one way the department can be proactive in looking
for future firefighters. John James will teach the course, and Chris Watkins and
Grant Tarascou will serve as susbstitutes. Seal said they need eight or more
students to sign up for the fire science course, with a maximum around 15.

“The shortage of firefighters in our area is pretty bad. We hope this gets some
people in our community interested in going into our field,” Seal said.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

The Franklin County Commission is accepting applications for the
following position(s): Corrections Officer/Dispatcher, Franklin
County Jail Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County

Commission office until 5:00 PM on Friday, July 7, 2023.

An application and job description may be picked up, faxed or
emailed upon request from the Franklin County Commission Office,
located at 405 N Jackson Avenue, Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00

PM, by calling (256) 332-8850 or applications are available at
www.franklincountyal.org under the Careers tab.
Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and does not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,

age or disability in the employment or provision of services.




FOR SALE

Two round Rocker Swing ~ $40. Call 205-  Five small kit- 256-332-7566. Yard Sale.
wrought iron for sale. $25. 993-5961. tens free to (4) Fri./Sat., June

256.332.0255
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chairs for sale. Red metal FREE good home. [ air=tA7 1 IO IRITCC | /A~ ATIART |
$50. Glider youth bed. Please call  Four Family | NEW BUSINESS LOCATION

30/July 1. 491 Upscale Thrift and Tee’s has moved to a new

YARD SALE Mlllzlberl'y Ave. location, 115 Laurel Ave., Russellville, behind
urniture, .
= Two Family clothing, Burger King.
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Saturday, July  jewelry, shoes.
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items and
Chemicals'found in the water supply at the base more!
have been linked to many cancers, ALS, birth
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' Call now for a free case review. FRANKLIN COUNTY LINE.
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Red Bay
Hospital

WE MAKE IT EASY
FOR YOU TO STAY HOME!

CHOOSE RED BAY HOSPITAL'S OUTPATIENT SERVICES

ECHOCARDIOGRAMS ® CAROTID DOPPLER STUDIES

ULTRASOUND ® X-RAY @ CT @ MRI

LAB ® IV INFUSIONS

PHYSICAL THERAPY

(256) 356-9532

HELENKELLER.COM/RED-BAY-HOSPITAL
MAMMOGRAPHY



Auto, Home, Life Insurance
English and Spanish

Real deal with a local feel,
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

FranklinFreePress.net

SPORTS

A husy summer for
Golden Tiger foothall
includes upcoming
Ton1Day
Michael Rice

Franklin Free Press

As football season nears, the Russellville
Golden Tigers are preparing for the 2023
campaign.

John Ritter is entering his sixth year as var-
sity head coach and has a superb winning
record with the Golden Tigers.

While under his leadership, the Golden
Tigers are 43-16 with a record of 29-3 in 5A
Region 8.

“Our program has had a great turnout so far.
All sports programs at Russellville workout
together, and we have a turnout of about 124
kids,” Ritter said.

The Golden Tigers' football program had an
outstanding June and is seeing potential and
growth from the freshman class according to
Ritter.

“We have a very talented freshman class
with good players in it. It's a large class, and
they are ready to step up and contribute,”
Ritter said.

The Golden Tigers do not compete in a
Spring game, so they get a first look at their
players when summer workout and practices
begin.

“We always wonder how the next group of
young kids will pick up, but they came in ready.
Their middle school team runs 25% of our
offensive playbook. They came in and picked it
right up,” Ritter said.

See, ‘FOOTBALL,’ page 13

Vargas Roofing &
Home Remodeling

ok Sk ok ok A ok A
A A A Sk A
5iab * A A

Shingle & Metal Roofs,
Vinyl Siding, Drywall
and Much More.
Freddy Vargas
256.668.7715

Licensed ¢ Insured * Jeremiah 29:11

Scotty Wood, Agent
137680 Highway 43 Ste 6, Russallville, AL 336353
296-332-0052
scotiy@agantscotty, com
agentscotty . com

o StateFarm

PAID Franklin Free Press
113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653
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Phil Campbell Dixie Youth teams rolling thru

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Phil Campbell 12
and Under Dixie Youth
Baseball All-Stars start-
ed their quest for a state
championship with an
opening round win over
the South Dale All-Stars
last weekend at the
Division Il Ozone 12 and|
Under State Tournament &=
in Headland. =

On Friday evening,
Phil Campbell took
game one 15-4, on the
strength of winning
pitcher Kruz Cochran's
three inning, nine strike-
out performance.

Phil Campbell received

COURTESY PHOTO

Phil Campbell 12U All-Stars after winning their District Tournament.

plenty of offense from Ty Hamilton (two hits including a two-run home run, two runs scored),
Noah Miller (two hits including a two-run home run, two runs scored) and Eli Baker (two-run
home run). Max Robinson added a run-scoring single as well.

The team next faced Winfield Sunday evening, and advanced with a 11-7 victory.

Baker was the winning pitcher, throwing two innings with four strikeouts in relief of Hamilton,
who went the first two. Cochran also threw two innings against Winfield.

Phil Campbell's offensive explosion included a grand slam from Robinson. Baker added two
hits with a run scored. Jack Owens had a hit and scored.

The tournament included 14 All-Star teams from across the state. Barring rain, the tournament

was scheduled to run through Tuesday.

See, ‘TOURNAMENT,’ Page 12

From the ground up: Raper huilding foundation for
Belgreen gridiron program

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

After 26 years of coaching baseball and foot-
ball, Jonathan Raper has landed as head foot-
ball coach at Belgreen High School, where he is
starting a brand new football program from
scratch.

Along with his years of coaching baseball,
Raper coached football at Phillips High School
and Phil Campbell High School for 26 years.

Starting a football program from nothing is
challenging in all aspects, from making sure
facilities are ready to ordering game jerseys.

“You're starting from scratch, no one has
played football before, but that's a good thing.
There is excitement in the community, the
school, and most importantly the kids,” Raper
said.

Raper has coached everything in football from
offensive coordinator to defensive coordinator,
but a brand new team brings more skill positions

to coach, from quarterback to kickers.

“We’re gonna try to be a hard nosed team,
and we’re going to make sure we do the little
things right. When you do the little things, the
bigger things fall into place,” Raper said.

Since Raper has been around the game for
close to 30 years, he has built his own philoso-
phy and coaching process.

“We’re gonna get 1% better every day. That’s
what | always tell my kids because, at the end
of the year, your accomplishments grow expo-
nentially,” Raper said. “We don’t have to be in a
hurry-- we have two years of junior high and
then we start varsity football. We have to do all
the fundamentals correctly,” Raper added.

The Belgreen Bulldogs' inaugural season will
begin this fall.

“I look forward to learning about the kids and
teaching them what it takes to be winners. The
kids have been working out all summer and are
ready to get on the field this fall,” Raper said.
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FAM I lv DENTISTHY Phil Campbell played Ariton in the semi-finals of the winners' bracket

Monday afternoon. If the team wins that game, they would be in

H Tuesday's championship and would have to lose twice to their once-
M I ke M CLea ry, D DS defeated opponent.

The World Series for the 12U division begins July 27th in Ruston, La.

Phil Campbell's 12 and Under All-Stars are coached by Brian Scott,
Anthony Cochran and Greg Hamilton.

PHIL CAMPBELL 6U ALL-STARS FINISH AS STATE RUNNER-UP:

The Phil Campbell 6 and Under Dixie Youth Baseball All-Stars team
members might not have heard of Center, Texas, before last Sunday,
but they'll get a lesson in geography when the Dixie Youth Regional
World Series begins July 20th in the small East Texas community.

Phil Campbell advanced as state runner-up to qualify for the Regional
World Series even though they lost the Alabama championship game to
Mims 8-7.

On Sunday afternoon in Dothan, the Phil Campbell 6U Dixie Youth All-
Stars lost a heartbreaker to Mims. The good news is both teams quali-
fied for the Regional World Series.

Phil Campbell led 7-5 in the bottom of the fifth, but Mims scored three
runs in walkoff fashion to earn the state championship.

Coach Matt Waid's team includes: Zander Maddox, August Hamlet,
Beau Harris, Beck Waid, Ben Duboise, Bentley Franklin, Carson White,
Chase Vandiver, Ellie Williams, Gunnar Rambo, Jacob Adams and
Kenden Snider.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t forget to
check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Southwood Gardens Apartments

Are you looking for an apartment that is closer to Walmart, the grocery
stores, drug stores, and doctors? Are you 55 years of age or older draw-
ing disability or 62 or older, if you are, then Southwood Gardens
Apartments is where you need to be!! Besides being close to Walmart,
we are also close to all surrounding churches and businesses!

Rent is based on income. Water is furnished, you only pay electric!
Apartments are 1 bedroom on ground level furnished with: Carpet,

RUSSG"V“ Ie Dental Cal'e iS nOW Blinds, Central Heat &Air,N?tswte, Refrigerato:’i Laundry room onsite, and
RU SSE"Vi"e Family DentiStI'y. Southwoodt Gargtens ?partmelrflts are acg:etptingt adpplit;,(ations.fWe have
some vacant apartments now. If you are interested or know of someone
We welcome Dr. McLeary who is, please send them our way.
to Russellville. We are
honoring all “Smile With Us” 73 Flippen St
Russellville, Al 35653
plans purchased through (256) 332-1561

“Owner does not discriminate against
Russellville Dental Care.

256.332.6073

510 Engle Dr. SE
Mon., Tue., Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2

We have new Management!
Apply at Russellville Housing Authority

Monday-Thursday
8:00am-4:30pm

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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The Golden Tigers are returning their starting quarterback this season,
a definite strength for this year's team.

“What makes Harrison Burch so good is his leadership ability. He is a
leader and does the little things people don’t see because it's behind
closed doors. He’s done an outstanding job mentoring Tripp Cleveland,
who is in the freshman class,” Ritter said.

The Golden Tigers lost an All-State receiver, Randell Johnson, to grad-
uation. Johnson recently announced plans to continue his football career
at Central Georgia Tech College.

“You can't replace Randell with one person. It's how we're going to get
production out of the kids we have. Cash Crumpton played well last
year, along with Michael Scofield. Mike Young is another guy who will be
a key contributor to our pass attack. Bralynn Vincent is the guy that will

é//fwﬂ/ﬁzx@ '-(_,_,_,

FRANKLIN DISCOUNT

“’Bﬁ 'DRUGS |

In Phil l:amnhelllZOS 993-4554

Mon.-Fri. 9-6
3145 Hwy 237

Phil Campbeli

Next to Phil Campbell
High School

Owner/Pharmacist
Wes Mayfield

hold our receiving core together. He started every game last year, and
he brings a unique skill set to our offense. Vincent may not beat people
deep, but he’s deceptively fast and is a good blocker,” Ritter said.

The Golden Tigers’ 7 on 7 Day is scheduled for July 14th. The games
are to begin at 9a.m., and end around 1 p.m. Schools from all surround-
ing areas will be attending to better their programs.

Teams scheduled to participate include: Fayetteville High School
(Tenn.), Good Hope High School, West Morgan High School. East
Limestone High School, West Limestone High School, Hayden High
School, Colbert Heights High School, Central High School, Lauderdale
County High School, Tanner High School and Hanceville High School.

The games will be open to the public.

SERVING YOUR
“ COMMUNITY

l Independent
Insurance
Agent

Wood-Thompson Insurance
130 North Jackson Ave * Russellville
Monday-Friday 8-5




GROCERY

FISHING
SUPPLIES
DELI
256-332-1324

@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates

&< Ethanol-Free Gas

&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses

&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24

Hamilton wins national skills competition
. for customer service
John Pilati

Franklin Free Press

Northwest-Shoals Community College student Kayla Hamilton
came home a champion, as in 'national champion,' from the Skills
USA National Skills and
Leadership Conference, |
held last week in
Atlanta.

Hamilton, a graduate
from the college's Salon
and Spa Management
Instruction Program,
won first in the nation
for
College/Postsecondary
Customer Service.

Hamilton, a hair
designer/stylist at
Creative Image Salon in
Spruce Pine, said she
was apprehensive at
first about entering the

Brandon Seay, Owner
13365 Hwy. 243
Russellville Airport

(256) 436-0465

competition, but with the
support of her advisors,
MeLinda Grissom and
Beth Wallace, she
signed up.

SkillsUSA is a nonprofit, national education association serving
middle school, high school and college/postsecondary students
preparing for careers in
trade, technical and
skilled service occupa-
tions.

SkillsUSA serves more
than 331,000 students
and instructors annually.

Hamilton also works
as a cosmetologist at
Oasis Spa and Salon.

‘I am so thankful for
my advisors, MeLinda
Grissom and Beth
Wallace, who pushed
me to compete and
believed in me when |
did not believe in

Pest Solutions

\

Pest & Mosquito
Control ginme when

256'332'4008 on a social media post.

“I hope | am half the educator and role model they both are to me.”

Hamilton also congratulated fellow Salon and Spa competitors
Robyn Culver (10th in nation in Cosmetology) and Jasmine Pierce
(6th in nation in Nails).

“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle”

256-332-5440
15255 Hwy 43 i
Russellville s ) £
EyeCareProfessionals



BUSINESS DIRECT RY

Advertise with us! Call 256.668.2708 or 256.332.0255

franklinfreepress.net

&~ LAWN SER
Bt
Momg o=

T MOWING » TRIM

MULCHING * CLEANING LEAVING |

HEDGING & SHRUBS * EDGING

#% PREDATOR
£\ o PEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”

&\ [\ Eddie Deaton
N (266) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

e’ €A1 I e
Franklin County District Attorney
256.332.8870 « 256.324.5975
gaviin T \OLITE

MASSAGE

256-332-1561
73 Flippen St

Housing Authority
Incorporated

PERSONAL TRAINER
Personal Touch Fitness

Weight Training - Abdominal Routine
Cardio and Flexibility Exercises
Nutritional Counsefing

Rickey Smith,
Fitness Specialist

A

256-668-1844

Sunday: 11:00 - 12:00
Adult Sunday School: 10:00 - 1 1:00

Everyone is invited to joim us for
this special time of worship.

PUBLIC SERVICE

BUCKLE LIP! It Could Save Your Life}

franklinsheriff.org
(256) 332-8811

N SHannon




BATTERY POWER.
MADE BY STIHL.

With the clean, quiet performance of battery-powered tools,
the AK Homeowner System brings new meaning to the idea
of discovering peace in the Great American Outdoors.

STARTING AT

Includes unit, battery and charger.

REAL STIHL. FIND YOURS.

FSA 57 : 7 ¢ )¢ sTHLE"
BATTERY TRIMMER :

e 12" bart

HSA 45 saTTERY BGA 57 BATTERY ' MSA 120 C-B
HEDGE TRIMMER HANDHELD BLOWER $ 1 99 99 BATTERY CHAIN SAW SET

oy,

$149.99 $199.99 B

"l am so happy with it. It works great!

$299.99

Affordable!"
* % Ak % ' 0. 0.0 6.1 Part %* % % % %
- amJ
"Light weight and easy to use." "Light weight, powerful, quiet and easy “| love the fast and clean cutting.”
to hold."
- Haefdh one
- grandmasaw
- N21th

KIEL EQUIPMENT

14696 Highway 43

Russellville, AL * 256.332.6776
KIELEQUIPMENT.COM

All prices are DSRP at participating dealers while supplies last. ‘The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective
cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at
STIHLdealers.com.®2022 STIHL
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