
By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

T
he rising cost of utilities was
the focus of the June 12
Almaden Valley Community

Association meeting.
“Why are we paying so much for

basic necessities like water and
electricity?” said AVCA Vice Presi‐
dent Gary Hector. 

Referring to a recent study by
Next 10 and the Energy Institute
at UC Berkeley’s Haas School of
Business, Hector said, California
residents pay 80% more than the
median U.S. household for energy
provided by PG&E. The report sug‐
gests raising revenue from sales or
income taxes rather than rates and
imposing income‐based fixed
charges to help residents.

“Electricity prices in California
are high and rising. This poses a
heavy burden for many of the state’s
most economically vulnerable

households,” the report said.
“Changes to how the state and its
residents pay for electricity will be
needed to ensure equitable out‐
comes as California pursues a car‐
bon‐neutral path.”

In addition to power costs, Hec‐
tor said local water rates are among
the highest in the state. He said
both utilities plan to significantly
increase prices in the coming years.

“Valley Water’s board in May
approved a 14.5% increase in
wholesale water prices,” he said,
“and told the city to expect a 15%
increase in wholesale water prices
for fiscal year 2024‐2025.”

Water prices spiked during the
drought, said Michael Potter, com‐
munity outreach program super‐
visor for Valley Water. Emergency
purchases made by Valley Water
during this time are showing up in
people’s bills, he said. In addition,

See RATES, page 21
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T
he new Almaden Cabana Club Jun‐
ior Lifeguard Program starts this
month for children 11‐14 years old

at the time of the session date. 
“Our new Junior Lifeguard Program

emphasizes teamwork, leadership, re‐
sponsibility and aquatic safety while
introducing young people to professional
opportunities,” said Skip Harsany, Alm‐
aden Cabana Club

Jr. Guard Program Coordinator/Lead
Instructor. “We’ve designed the program
to provide quality water safety educa‐
tion while improving participants’ physical
conditioning, their respect for themselves,
their neighbors and their peers.”

The Cabana Club Junior Lifeguard Program,
supervised by certified and experienced life‐
guards, allows participants to learn and prac‐
tice the skills necessary to become a suc‐

cessful lifeguard. 
Participants will also learn about the most

common poolside injuries and other medical
emergencies and how to properly treat them
as well as when to know the appropriate time
to call for professional emergency medical
response.

Although the Junior Lifeguard Program
does not certify participants as lifeguards,
it does provide an in‐depth under‐
standing of many aspects of what it
means to be a lifeguard. 

The lifesaving program provides a
foundation of knowledge, attitude, and
skills that will prepare participants for
lifeguard training in the future if they
choose. Participants are trained in both
dry land and in‐water exercises daily.

All sessions will consist of condition‐
ing and lifeguard instruction. Condi‐
tioning will include swimming, running,
calisthenics and team‐building games,

in addition to other physical activities.
Cost
The cost is $300 per child (11‐14 years of

age by the first session date) with the session
being a full week, Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Each child will require

See CABANA CLUB, page 20

New summer Junior Lifeguard program open
to the public at the Almaden Cabana Club

A crowd is flanked by Christmas trees
during Christmas in the Park in San
Jose. File photo.

Unpermitted 
vendors put 
San Jose’s
‘Christmas in 
the Park’ at risk

By Annalise Freimarck
San José Spotlight

C
hristmas in the Park is at
risk of losing some of its
magic this year due to

unpermitted vendors crowding
the streets and sidewalks—but
the groups that host the down‐
town San Jose celebration aren’t
ready to give up just yet.

Event organizers said unper‐
mitted food vendors pack the
streets every year at the annual
winter holiday festivities, creat‐
ing accessibility issues for fami‐
lies and preventing permitted ven‐
dors from selling their goods to
park‐goers.

Debbie Degutis, managing direc‐
tor of Christmas in the Park, said
the problem has only gotten
worse each year and has reached
40‐plus unpermitted vendors. She
said the city has refused to crack
down on these vendors, citing
issues with optics in years past.

“This has been a problem for a
long time,” she told San José Spot‐
light. “But it’s gone unchecked in
the city of San Jose.”

Degutis submitted a letter to the
See CHRISTMAS, page 20

Why do Valley Water and PG&E keep raising their rates?

AVCA Vice President Gary Hector said residents are paying too much for utilities.
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Mercury News 
digital archives now
available for free to
all San José Public
Library cardholders
Digital archives expansion 
comes on anniversary of San
José Mercury News launch
thanks to Margaret Ma

O
n the 172nd anniversary of the
San José Mercury News, the
San José Public Library (SJPL)

and the San José Public Library Foun‐
dation (SJPLF) announced that all of
the more than 650,000 San José Pub‐
lic Library members will now have
access to a digital archive of the San
José Mercury News from 1900 to
1985 for free.  

Library members can access the
vast archives from any internet‐con‐
nected device by visiting sjpl.org/
MercuryNewsArchive and entering
their SJPL library card barcode and
PIN number. Until now, students,
researchers, and members of the pub‐
lic had to complete their research
using microfilm and microfiche by
traveling to the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Library’s California Room
where nearly 60,000 historical doc‐
uments are stored.   

The digital archives expansion was
made possible thanks to a donation
from Margaret Ma, a lifelong San José
resident who volunteered in SJPL’s
California Room. “I made this gift in
honor of my mother, Susan Renzel
Carter, who grew up visiting the
library. The gift is to honor her love
of the library.” 

“It is my way of leaving the library
a lasting gift that makes researchers'
jobs a little easier," said Margaret Ma.
The decision to donate to the San José
Public Library Foundation to pur‐
chase the digital archives came about
when she began researching her fam‐
ily’s past and struggled to use the
microfilm reader to complete her

research. She realized others would
benefit from accessing the digital

archives as she had.  

Kaiya Catalano
named to the 
Univerisity of 
Mississippi's Spring
2023 Dean's 
Honor Roll

Kaiya Catalano of
Almaden Valley was
named to the Univer‐
sity of Mississippi's
Spring 2023 Honor Roll lists.

Catalano, majoring in Criminal Jus‐
tice, was named to the Dean's Honor
Roll, which is reserved for students
who earn a semester GPA of 3.50‐
3.74.

In order to be eligible for honor
roll designation, a student must have
completed at least 12 graded hours
for the semester and may not be on
academic probation during the
semester.

The University of Mississippi, affec‐
tionately known as Ole Miss, is the
state's flagship university. Included
in the elite group of R1: Doctoral Uni‐
versities ‐ Highest Research Activity
by the Carnegie Classification, it has
a long history of producing leaders
in public service, academics and busi‐
ness. Its 16 academic divisions
include a major medical school,
nationally recognized schools of
accountancy, law and pharmacy, and
an Honors College acclaimed for a
blend of academic rigor, experiential
learning and opportunities for com‐

munity action. 

Kenneth Cavers of
Almaden Valley
named to MSOE
Honors List for 
Winter Quarter ‘22

Kenneth Cavers of Almaden Val‐
ley has been named to the Milwau‐
kee School of Engineering's Honors
List for the 2022 Winter Quarter. 

Cavers is pursuing a Bachelor of
Science in Mechanical Engineering. 

Carvers is a mem‐
ber of the MSOE
Club Hockey Team. 

Undergraduate
students who have
earned a GPA of
3.20 or higher (out of 4.0) for this
quarter are on the Honors List.

Milwaukee School of Engineering
(www.msoe.edu) is the university of
choice for those seeking an inclusive
community of experiential learners
driven to solve the complex chal‐
lenges of today and tomorrow. The
independent, non‐profit university
has about 2,700 students and was
founded in 1903. MSOE offers bach‐
elor’s and master’s degrees in engi‐
neering, business and nursing. 
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N E W S D E S K

Almaden Valley 
residents are fed up
with power outages 

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

U
nanswered questions regarding ongoing power
outages sparked residents’ outrage at a recent
Almaden Valley Community Association meet‐

ing.
“Tonight PG&E will explain electrification (elimi‐

nation of natural gas in our homes) and what they
are doing about the power outages in our neigh‐
borhoods,” AVCA said on Facebook regarding its
June 12 meeting.

But as the presentations ended without power
outages being addressed, frustration mounted for a
group of residents, some who had lost power six
times over two weeks.  

“The only reason we came here tonight,” a resi‐
dent said, “was to ask why we have so many power
outages.”

During the question and answer portion of the
meeting, residents demanded answers from Ben
Brown, principal strategic analyst at Pacific Gas and
Electric Company, but he came up empty. 

“They come to fix it and it happens again and
again,” a resident said, earnestly addressing Brown.
“How does PG&E plan to solve this problem for us?”

At this point, AVCA Vice President Gary Hector
shut him down.

“This can’t be a debate,” Hector said. “It’s over.”
“It’s not over,” the resident exclaimed. “We need

a solution.” 
His cry was taken up by others. A resident said

the loss of power causes food to go bad and inter‐
rupts his work and meetings, sending him scram‐
bling to other locations. 

“It’s ridiculous,” another resident said. “You’re sit‐
ting there telling us it’s not an issue and it is an issue.
They need to fix it. I expect dates. I expect informa‐
tion. I expect a plan.”

Residents demanded PG&E send someone who
could provide answers to a follow up meeting. Some
felt having a PG&E representative in their midst was

the best way to deliver that message.
“He can talk to somebody and tell them we’ve got

a serious problem going on,” said a resident.  
AVCA President Michele Dexter said the evening’s

meeting was about electrification and not the power
outages. 

“We totally understand,” she said. “Outages are a
big deal. It happens everywhere.” 

The residents strongly disagreed and converged
toward the microphone and Brown to push their
case. Taking the microphone, Hector told them Brown
was not the person to answer their questions about
local outages. 

“I informed him there might be some people here
who were upset and he should be prepared to answer
questions,” Hector said, “but it’s not his policy area.”

A resident asked for someone who could.
“Let’s get someone here who can answer reliabil‐

ity questions,” said a resident, “with data, relative
to our situation.”

Dexter ended the meeting, offering to follow up
with residents through email. Hector apologized that
the speaker couldn’t address this issue.

“We had a very spirited meeting,” AVCA said on
Facebook following it. “Ben Brown laid out PG&E's
strategy on decarbonization really nicely. But he was
not the right person to answer questions about local
outages. We will reach out to PG&E to see about set‐
ting up a special meeting.”

Hector said AVCA was surprised by the residents’
passion.

“We probably didn’t handle things as well as we
should,” he said, “but we did our best.”

Hector said following the community meeting,
Brown connected him with Matthew Schneiderman,
regional senior manager for PG&E. Schneiderman
researched the outage history for the area and spoke
with area crew supervisors who were working on
the problem, Hector said. Schneiderman said out‐
ages occurred in other areas due to wild turkeys.

In an email to Hector, Schneiderman said he under‐
stands residents’ frustrations. In addition to mak‐
ing the necessary repairs, the crews also reframed
two poles, which provides additional separation
between the wires and is a common mitigation tech‐
nique regarding issues with birds, he said, adding if
outages continue, they will find other options. Schnei‐
derman said he is open to meeting with the com‐
munity.

Residents waited through the entire AVCA meeting to have their power outages addressed. 
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Winchester Mystery
House celebrates its
100-year anniversary 

By Kevin Larsen
Times staff writer

O
ne hundred years ago on June 30, 1923,
the Winchester Mystery House offi‐
cially opened its doors to the public.

While San Jose has gone through some
major changes over the last century, the man‐
sion has remained the same; with its sprawl‐
ing 24,000 sq. ft. and 160 interconnecting
rooms..

What makes the house unique is Sarah
Winchester’s design with 2,000 doors that
exit into thin air, stairways that lead to dead‐
end ceilings and other oddities that are dis‐
cussed   by visitors from all over the world.
The real question: Is the home haunted?  

"I think this story resonates and there has
been curiosity even in Sarah Winchester's
time about why did she build this the way
that she did and all of the mysteries, legends
and lore," Winchester Mystery House exec.
director Walter Magnuson said. "There are
very few places that can serve as a time cap‐
sule of living history, that you can actually

get immersed in and visit to this day."
To learn more about the Winchester Mys‐

tery House, visit: https://winchestermys‐
teryhouse.com

California gas tax
increased by 8 percent 

California drivers are now paying 8 per‐
cent more for gasoline that kicked in over
the July 4th weekend. 

The tax provides additional revenue for
planning, constructing and maintaining Cal‐
ifornia's roadways and public mass transit
systems.

"As if living in California wasn't expensive
enough, residents are now  paying eight per‐
cent more in the state’s gas tax thanks to
Gavin Newsom and California Democrats,”
said Jessica Millan Patterson, California
Republican Party Chairwoman “Despite Leg‐
islative and House Republicans’ efforts to
stop the increase, Democrats refused. Their
insatiable thirst for even more of California
taxpayers’ hard‐earned money completely
disregards the struggles of those who are
forced to choose between filling up their gas
tanks or buying groceries.”

California’s $4.80‐$4.83 average for a gal‐
lon of gas is still well above the national aver‐
age of $3.53‐$3.56.

Cricket Wireless teams up
with Boys and Girls Clubs of
SV for Leadership Training
program’s graduating seniors

By William Bellou
Publisher

C
ricket Wireless recently celebrated the
graduation of high school seniors who
were involved in the Boys and Girls

Clubs of Silicon Valley (BGCSV) program. 

Students had been participants of the Lead‐
ership in Training program (LIT) or had been
recognized as a Youth of the Year, both pro‐
grams being dedicated to leadership devel‐
opment and uplifting those in the local com‐
munity. 

As part of the collaboration between Crick‐
et Wireless and BGCSV in supporting college
bound students, each graduate was given
$500, a moto G stylus 5G phone, plus three
months of Cricket Wireless service and phone
accessories.
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By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight

A
n opportunity to try new restaurant
menus beyond a brick and mortar
location is a hot concept in Silicon Val‐

ley.
DoorDash plans to operate a ghost kitchen

at The Plant Shopping Center off Curtner
Avenue in San Jose. This pickup‐ and deliv‐
ery‐only service model lets fledgling and
out‐of‐area restaurants test new markets
while avoiding the time and expense of open‐
ing their own storefronts. Previous restau‐
rant partners have been located in San Fran‐
cisco and Southern California. DoorDash
Kitchens also creates jobs for cooking staff
and supervisors who oversee delivery and
pickup orders.

“Our mission is to empower local
economies,” a DoorDash spokesperson told
San José Spotlight. “DoorDash Kitchens…
provides a cost‐effective way for select
restaurants to grow their business under
one roof, connects consumers with enhanced
selection in their area and provides addi‐
tional earning opportunities for Dashers
(food delivery workers).”

DoorDash covers the infrastructure build
out and permitting, and co‐designs the space
with each business. It collaborates with each
restaurant to refine their menus to meet
local food preferences and helps the mer‐
chants with marketing. To maintain quali‐
ty, chefs representing each restaurant work
in the ghost kitchen.

Sammuel Washington, president of the
Silicon Valley Black Chamber of Commerce,
said if managed and organized well, a ghost
kitchen can be a great success and launch
a variety of new restaurants.

“It’s great for diversity,” he told San José
Spotlight, “as many different cultures can
come together and cook a variety of dishes
while working out of the same space. Anoth‐
er perk for a ghost kitchen is a small start‐
up can get their business started for a min‐
imal cost while avoiding the downside of
the costly overhead it takes to run a restau‐

rant.”
Dennis King, executive director of the His‐

panic Chamber of Commerce Silicon Valley,
said this model could help businesses hurt
by the pandemic stay afloat, but he has some
reservations.

“If this is a step to help our local strug‐
gling businesses find ways to efficiently
expand their services, then this is definite‐
ly worth celebrating,” King told San José
Spotlight. “If this is a sidestep of restaurants
so that DoorDash can continue to be a deliv‐
ery service, this can be viewed as addition‐
al competition.”

In 2021, ghost kitchen concepts opened
in the South Bay. Seen as an economic boost
for downtown San Jose during the pandemic,
City Storage Systems, a real estate compa‐
ny owned by former Uber CEO Travis Kalan‐
ick, created space for CloudKitchens, hous‐
ing restaurants mainly focused on food for
delivery and pick up. Local Kitchens opened
a digital food hall north of downtown. This
model promotes direct customer pickup
and  relies mostly on online ordering. 

The DoorDash Kitchens concept is a lim‐
ited time pop up. Its first Bay Area location
opened in Redwood City in October 2019.
The second ran from July‐November 2021
at Oakridge Mall in San Jose. The latter fea‐
tured six restaurants, including Aria Kore‐
an Street Food, Canter’s Deli and Curry Up
Now.

Eddie Truong, cofounder of the Silicon
Valley Restaurant Association, is in favor of
bringing another restaurant incubator into
the economy. Truong said it can be expen‐
sive to open a restaurant, and a ghost kitchen
could aid minority‐owned restaurants that
can’t afford a brick‐and‐mortar business
right away.

“What DoorDash is doing is a good thing,”
he told San José Spotlight. “The more options
that we can introduce into the market, the
better for the whole ecosystem of restau‐
rants in general, especially if someone has
an entrepreneurial idea. Then they can
decide to go all in for their business.”

DoorDash Kitchens allows new restaurants a way to test their food in the community without open-
ing a physical location. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

DoorDash ghost kitchen turns
San Jose into testing ground
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O
pera San José launches its 40th
Anniversary season with an all‐new
production of Gounod’s Romeo and

Juliet, directed by OSJ General Director
Shawna Lucey, her first production for the
company she now helms. 

Following on the heels of Lucey’s criti‐
cally acclaimed legacy production of La
Traviata for San Francisco Opera, this pro‐
duction will also bear Lucey’s inimitable
stamp. 

For this work, OSJ will bring Shake‐
speare’s play about feuding factions and
illicit love to the stage in a vibrant new
production. Audiences can expect swash‐
buckling sword fighting, lively dancing,
and an exhilarating cast. Lucey describes
her vision for this production as “a piece
for our time, with a focus on how deep divi‐
sions can make love illegal.” 

Several artists will make role debuts,
including rising star tenor Joshua Sanders
as Romeo and two dazzling sopranos tak‐
ing on the role of Juliet: Melissa Sondhi
and Jasmine Habersham. Armed with a
sword and commanding tenor voice, Alex
Boyer returns to the California Theatre in
the role of Tybalt, and former Adler Fel‐
low and renowned bass Kenneth Kellogg
joins the production as the Duke. Bass Var‐
tan Gabrielian makes his OSJ debut as Frère

Laurent and baritone Efraín Solís returns
to the company as Mercutio, with additional
casting to be announced. Opera San José
Director of Music Joseph Marcheso will
conduct.      

Tickets
Subscriptions ($150–$585) and single

tickets are on sale now. For more infor‐
mation, the public can visit operasj.org or
call (408) 437‐4450 (open Monday
through Friday, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.).

Tenor Joshua Sanders makes his role debut
as Romeo in Opera San José's all-new pro-
duction of Gounod’s "Romeo and Juliet," Sept.
9 – 24, 2023 at the California Theatre.

Opera San José kicks off 2023-24
season with Gounod’s ‘Romeo and
Juliet’ September 9–24
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Future development sites of VTA could
create approximately 2,600 affordable
units throughout Santa Clara County

T
he Santa Clara Valley Transportation
Authority (VTA) is creating the first
of four housing developments with

100% “affordable” units. This effort helps
address the housing needs of our commu‐
nity’s most vulnerable residents.

On June 23, 2023, VTA entered into a for‐
mal lease option agreement with the
Affirmed Housing Group (AHG) to build 195
affordable units on a currently vacant lot
next to the Berryessa Transit Center. The
agreement allows AHG to lease the land
from VTA on a long‐term basis for the hous‐
ing.

The agreement was announced at a pub‐
lic event at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, June 23,
2023, at the Berryessa Transit Center.

“This development is important not only
for the critically needed affordable hous‐
ing, but having it so close to multiple forms
of public transportation will enable easy
access to jobs, schools and other important
destinations,” said Carolyn Gonot, VTA Gen‐
eral Manager/CEO.

In 2020, VTA entered into a cost‐sharing
agreement with the Santa Clara County Office
of Supportive Housing, leveraging Measure
A tax funding and VTA land to build four
100% affordable housing developments. 

“This development will not only boost
much‐needed housing inventory, but it also
promotes seamless, sustainable living and
supports the health and wellness of the
entire community,” said Affirmed Housing’s
President for Northern California Rob
Wilkins.  The Berryessa development is
expected to break ground in 2025, with
apartments ready for move‐in by 2027. 

The VTA Board increased its Affordable
Housing Policy goals to ensure that 40% of
its residential Transit Oriented Develop‐
ment portfolio will be developed as afford‐

able units (up from 35% previously.) In
addition, the affordable set‐aside in each
market‐rate project was increased from
20% to 25%. Transit Oriented Development
refers to housing, retail or commercial devel‐
opment in close proximity to public transit.

“This project is an example of how impact‐
ful agency collaboration is,” said Santa Clara
County Supervisor and VTA Board Vice Chair
Cindy Chavez. “Through this great partner‐
ship, we were able to create a solution that
provides essential housing that seamlessly
connects to affordable public transporta‐
tion.” 

All VTA's affordable units must serve
households earning 60% of Santa Clara
County's Area Median Income (AMI) or
below, and half of VTA’s affordable units
must serve households earning 50% of AMI
or below. 

“This project is a perfect example of how
the right partnerships can maximize our
resources and boost our efforts to make
Santa Clara County a more livable place for
everyone,” said Consuelo Hernandez, Direc‐
tor of the County of Santa Clara’s Office of
Supportive Housing. “Every new affordable
housing development means more oppor‐
tunities to improve the quality of life for the
people and families who live and work here.”

VTA has 29 property sites throughout
Santa Clara County eligible for development.
Recent projections indicate that VTA’s cur‐
rent projects and future development sites
will create approximately 2,600 affordable
units throughout Santa Clara County. The
projects have the potential to generate mil‐
lions of dollars in leasing revenue for VTA
to use on transit services.

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Author‑
ity (VTA) is an independent special district
that is responsible for bus, light rail and para‑
transit operations, transportation planning,
and serves as the county’s congestion man‑
agement agency. 

VTA signs deal for 100%
affordable housing 
development of 195 units
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How do San Jose
parks fare against
other U.S. cities?

By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight

A
recent ranking of U.S. city parks places
San Jose in the top half, and locals are
torn on touting the city’s open spaces

as needing a higher ranking—or more
improvement.

A new study by Trust for Public Land, a
park and land conservation nonprofit, has
San Jose’s park system in 32nd place, trail‐
ing behind Fremont in 21st and way behind
San Francisco, which came in 7th. Washing‐
ton D.C. took the No. 1 spot. 

The report reviewed parks across the
nation’s most populous cities, analyzing fac‐
tors such as resident proximity to parks,
amenities and park sizes. Community lead‐
ers said the city should be doing better and
ranking higher, and the city’s parks are still
crucial spaces that need continuous invest‐
ment.

“(Parks) build community,” Jean Dresden,
a member of San Jose Parks Advocates, told
San José Spotlight. “There’s some place for
exercise, there’s some place to grow food. It
causes community cohesion.”

Stormy weather shut down dozens of city
parks earlier this year due to fallen trees,
mudslides, flooded waterways and other dan‐
gerous conditions. Damages totaled about
$31 million, with Alum Rock Park requiring
$19 million in repairs. Meanwhile, San Jose
is working citywide to develop more parks
in an effort to address blight or revitalize
existing parks through community events.

The study found that 80% of San Jose res‐
idents live within a 10‐minute walk to a park,
compared to San Francisco at 100% and Fre‐
mont at 73%. While the city’s residents have
more access to parks compared to nearby
regions, data reveals low‐income San Jose
residents still have 16% less park space com‐
pared to those in high‐income neighborhoods.

Daniel Lazo, spokesperson for the city parks
department, said San Jose is always working
to ensure park access for residents, while
also balancing funding constraints to sup‐
port different amenities. The city’s park main‐
tenance backlog, or the amount of park repairs
needed, totals about $464.3 million, he added.

“We are currently developing an equity
metrics mapping tool to identify the most
vulnerable neighborhoods,” Lazo told San
José Spotlight. “From there, we will develop
an equity plan to help guide our decisions

about how to best deploy resources to the
places and programs that have not experi‐
enced the same level of investment as oth‐
ers.”

Orlana Mejia, president of the Lone Bluff
Senter Neighborhood Association, said while
she’s generally satisfied with San Jose’s parks,
they still need improvement. Her association
adopted the Lone Bluff Park through the city’s
Adopt‐A‐Park program, which allows resi‐
dents to volunteer and maintain areas by
picking up trash, removing graffiti and more.

The study found San Jose parks lacking in
terms of amenities. They don’t have the same
levels of public bathrooms, basketball hoops
and dog parks compared to San Francisco
and Fremont. Lone Bluff Park has basketball
hoops and picnic tables, but the playground
could use an upgrade and there are no pub‐
lic restrooms, Mejia added.

“I want the playground repainted. It’s just
dingy and old looking, and I think that would
be great for our neighborhood,” Mejia told
San José Spotlight. “It’s a really basic park
that provides a lot of joy to the kids when‐
ever they’re there.”

Mejia said the COVID‐19 pandemic put park
maintenance on the back burner, and repairs
still take a while even as the city’s parks
department hires more workers. Fixing the
playground’s rubber flooring took months of
calls, she added. The response time may be
the result of hundreds of vacancies in vari‐
ous city departments, an issue also at the
county level.

Dresden said she’s concerned about long‐
term investment in parks, especially as main‐
tenance needs continue to increase through‐
out the city. She said park dollars generally
come from development fees, but new con‐
struction has been lacking. That also means
city parks are getting smaller since space is
so limited, or used for more profitable proj‐
ects, she added.

“As we move toward less construction
because of an economic downturn, and also
toward more rentals, we don’t have con‐
struction and conveyance tax and park devel‐
opment fees,” she said. “Those are the dol‐
lars that the city depends on to replace a
broken playground, to replace the roof of a
community center, to fix the bathrooms when
they break down, to resurface the basket‐
ball or tennis court.”

Lazo said smaller parks can still be high‐
quality parks. But the city is also looking to
address inequalities in funding, given that
some areas of the city see more develop‐
ment and fees than others, he added.

“We acknowledge room for improvement
within our park system, as we have new
parks online and strive to open more,” he
said.

Mature trees lend shade to Alum Rock Park's trails. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.
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Times Op Ed

Santa Clara County voter
guide should facilitate,
not hinder elections

By Ted Stroll 
‘The county voter information guide aims

to help registered voters pick candidates.
For some races, it facilitates this. For others,
however, it’s an impediment.

The problem is the steep cost to appear in
the guide for certain candidates, including
candidates for Congress, the state Legisla‐
ture and a plethora of local offices. 

Only the independently wealthy or those
generously funded by outside interests can
afford it. The most hotly contested elections
can attract this kind of funding, but for oth‐
ers it’s essentially left to candidates to pay,
and it’s too costly.

In 2022 I ran for a state office, California
Assembly District 25, which comprises cen‐
tral and eastern San Jose. For the primary,
the county charged me $4,684. I paid up. For
the general election, it quoted $7,010. I
declined. It would have eaten up too much
of my budget.

The only way to communicate with voters
was through laborious door‐to‐door can‐
vassing. I visited thousands of households,
but it was a fraction of the registered voters
who receive the guide.

San Diego County charges half what Santa
Clara County does. For a race like mine, the
average cost was just under $3,500 for the
2022 general election.

Moreover, San Diego County’s candidate
statement charges are a maximum, but Santa
Clara County’s are a minimum. The county
warned us candidates that we could be billed
further, in an unknown amount. A document
the county produced in response to a Pub‐
lic Records Act request I made shows the
final assessment could have been $8,290.

At the same time, it imposes these costs,
Santa Clara County seems to know the situ‐
ation is untenable. Accordingly, it covers the
entire cost for county candidates. To run for
supervisor costs $18,910 for a candidate
statement, but the county pays the whole
fee. Candidates pay nothing.

Similarly, the Santa Clara Valley Open Space
Authority subsidizes all but $500 for candi‐
dates for its board of directors. It, too, rec‐
ognizes the unaffordability of the county’s
voter guide statements.

Moreover, it’s been arranged that candi‐
dates for judgeships pay 1% of the incum‐
bent judge’s salary, or about $2,250 to $2,750.
The judiciary has persuaded the authorities
that the fees would otherwise be too high
for judicial candidates. A judicial candidate’s
entire fee is about half of a single item for
my Assembly District 25, namely $5,114 for
printing costs.

We should be encouraging qualified can‐
didates to run for federal, state and local
offices, even if not backed by a lot of money.
The high fee schedule discourages these
things. The voter guide should further democ‐
racy, not be an impediment to it.

I addressed the Santa Clara County Board
of Supervisors about this issue on May 16.
Although I hope the county will find a solu‐
tion, I am mindful of the ancient curse, “May
you get what you wish for.” 

In future elections, a lower cost to candi‐
dates may mean that I have several oppo‐
nents rather than the one I had in 2022. But
I’ll take my chances rather than pay what

could approach $20,000 to appear in the
2024 primary and general election voter
guides.

Ted Stroll is a retired judicial staff attorney
and president of the Sustainable Trails Coali‑
tion, a nationwide mountain biking advoca‑
cy organization. He’s been a San Jose resident
since 2007.

Generative artificial 
intelligence plagues 
Bay Area education

By Sucheer Maddury
In November of 2022, OpenAI released

their notorious ChatGPT, a natural language
model initially based on the Generative Pre‐
trained Transformer 3 (GPT 3) architecture. 

Based on generative technology, the serv‐
ice is typically used as a chatbot for infor‐
mational purposes. Like an instant, ChatG‐
PT became the new trend as a source for
cheating, with students in middle, high, and
undergraduate school almost homogeneously
using OpenAI’s program to find homework
answers, write full essays, and even gener‐
ate free response answers on tests.

Surveys already show that 17% of Stan‐
ford students have admitted to using Chat‐
GPT on assignments and exams. As a stu‐
dent at Leland High School, I can personal‐
ly attest to the popularity of ChatGPT and
similar algorithms for use in academic dis‐
honesty.

Obviously, academic integrity is important
for students learning—even at the levels of
knowledge and critical thinking, forcing a
student to manually research topics or even
extrapolate from lessons is substantially
more effective at building an educated gen‐
eration than being complicit in the lie that
students learn from copying from other
sources. Even constrained generative AI will
always be exploited by some younger kids.
When school is all about grades, students
will take any shortcuts necessary.

While the development of AI has certain‐
ly had its uncontestable benefits in sectors
such as healthcare, finance, agriculture, and
control systems, AI algorithms continue to
get more invasive upon information and cre‐
ative integrity. These harms are generally
concentrated in generative AI algorithms,
and unfortunately, school‐wide restrictions
are, in reality, at best pseudo‐effective and
completely unenforceable. Real solutions
must be addressed either one of two ways.

First, an educational reform could be imple‐
mented to make generative AI less useful. This
might make tests all in person and on paper,
with new versions of the exam created for
each class. Assignments that the student com‐
pletes on their own should then be changed
to require more specific evidence and deep‐
er thought into the question, rather than sur‐
face level explanations of elementary school‐
level questions. Ideally, the incentive to use
AI to cheat should be removed, but this is
unlikely at this point.

Second, some legislative act could be pro‐
posed to constrain the use of generative AI
to only specific cases. Similarly to how mor‐
phine is available only to doctors for pre‐
scription, a potential solution might be to
limit AI’s use to instances of institutional
research, military technology, healthcare,
etc. A combination of the above two
approaches may be our best option for pro‐
tecting the education of our next generation.
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Times Feature

TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK

Phishing Scam
By Shubhi Asthana

H
ave you ever stumbled into
a conversation where every‐
one is speaking around this

“techie” word – and even after
you’ve broken in, it is difficult to understand the
unfamiliar jargon and acronyms? Well, there’s
no need to sweat it. Let me teach you the mean‐
ing of some commonly used tech words:

Phishing Scam
In 2020, when the World Health Organization

classified the coronavirus infection as a global
emergency, online scammers got to work and

started exploiting the uncertainty and fear sur‐
rounding this disease.

A sample phishing email detected by security
agencies, showed attackers disseminating mali‐
cious links and PDFs that claim to contain infor‐
mation on how to protect yourself from the
spread of the disease. "Go through the attached
document on safety measures regarding the
spreading of corona virus," reads the message,
which purports to come from a virologist. "This
little measure can save you."

Email scammers often try to elicit a sense of
fear and urgency in victims. It's not surprising
that they would attempt to incorporate the coro‐
navirus into that playbook so quickly. But the
move illustrates how phishing attempts so con‐
sistently hew to certain time‐tested topics and
themes.

The hackers use phishing as a scam on the
internet to get hold of your valuable informa‐
tion. You may come across pop up messages or
suspicious emails from these fraudsters. In most
of the cases this scam takes place through emails.
These mails may ask you to update information
about your personal accounts. Asking for con‐
firmation of the confidential information, these
spam mails will guide you to visit websites, which
appear to belong to legitimate and authorized
organizations briefly. But these websites are fake
sites, which are operated by fraudsters to take
over sensitive information from you. 

Phishers know all too well that during uncer‐
tain times—whether it's international conflict
or coronavirus—people become desperate for
information and reassurance. Protecting your‐
self from falling into these traps can be difficult,

but there are some helpful steps you can take.
As you've probably heard countless times, take
a moment to think before downloading attach‐
ments or clicking links in any email or message,
especially from someone you don’t personally
know. If you must interact, try to confirm that
the email address is valid and spelled correctly,
or use another method of communication to con‐
firm that everything is above board. Most impor‐
tantly, trust your gut. If something elicits strong
emotions or a sense of urgency—or just feels
off—pause to reconsider. 

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in your
comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works as
a Research Senior Software Engineer at the IBM
Almaden Research Center, San Jose.
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Wow! 3672 meals for the hungry!

Times Community News

G
o back In time at the 23rd annual
Antique Autos in History Park San Jose
on Saturday, September 9 from 11:00

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
The 23rd annual Antique Autos in Histo‐

ry Park presented by the Santa Clara Valley
Model T Ford Club and History San José will
take place on Saturday, September 9 from
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

This event fills History Park (Kelley Park,
693 Phelan Ave, San José, CA) with 200 peri‐
od‐correct pre‐1946 vehicles, fire equip‐
ment, bicycles, and motorcycles of all makes.

Also located on the grounds this year will
be the Early Day Gas Engine and Tractor
Association. There will be antique crafts
demonstrated, antique collectibles, and toy
trains. Also, take a trolley ride and see black‐
smith demonstrations. Food will be avail‐
able from food trucks and other possible out‐
lets.  Several activities will be provided for
children attending the event.  

Music venue
Rhythmaires Dixieland Band will provide

music. Songs will be sung by The Fabulous
JewelTones along with dancing by the San
Francisco Bay Area Vintage Dancers.  

Requirements for entering an antique
vehicle 

For those interested in entering their
antique vehicle, there is no registration
required. They can just bring their antique
vehicle to the gate at History Park.  All vehi‐
cles permitted on the grounds of History

Park must be manufactured between the late
1800s and 1945 and are period‐correct. No
vehicle will be allowed on the grounds of
History Park during the show that is newer
than 1945.

The featured vehicles this year are 1916
to 1930 Orphan Autos. 

An example of a an orphaned U.S. vehicle,
is a 1920 Liberty Model 10‐C, the nomen‐
clature proclaiming that it's the longer and
more powerful version of the two six‐cylin‐
der model lines that Liberty produced in
1920, pretty much the precise midpoint of
its existence. This 10‐C model is based on a
117‐inch wheelbase and develops 56hp.

Plan your day around the following: 
11:15: Dance Performance
12:00: The Fabulous JewelTones
12:30: Music by Rhythmaires Dixieland

Band
12:30: Video: Merrily we Roll Along, nar‐

rated by Groucho Marx
2:00: Model T Put Together
2:30: Barbershop Quartet
3:00: Silly Ricky's Juggling & Fun
3:30: Drawing for Door Prizes  
Tickets prices at the door are: Adults: $10,

Seniors: $8, Children (6 to 12) & History San
Jose members: $5. Participants & Children
under 6 are free. (Adjacent City Parking: $10.) 

Editor’s note: There is NO alcohol, NO pets
(except service dogs), and NO BBQs allowed
inside the park. These are History Park rules
and must be followed by everyone in attendance.  

Largest annual antique auto show in the West to be presented at History Park San Jose Sept. 9

F
rom an international singing sensation
to a Bay Area country music star, there’s
entertainment for everyone at the 2023

Italian Family “Festa” San Jose, and it’s all
free!

World Folk & Roots singer Michela Musoli‐
no will be performing on Saturday August
5th, from 1:30 p.m. ‐ 3:30 p.m. The Sicilian‐
American singer has been internationally
lauded for her unique ability to reimagine
Sicilian folk and roots music. Her songs make
your heart sing and your feet dance!

On Sunday August 6th, we’ll get a little bit
country with Silicon Valley’s own, Mike
Annuzzi.

He takes the stage from 1:30pm‐3:30pm.
You’ve heard his hits on country radio, includ‐
ing “Just Getting Started” and "New Boots On.”

The Anthony “Nino” Lane Band brings its
classic Italian sound to the “Festa” Sunday
August 6th from 4pm‐6pm. Anthony has
been performing since he was 10 years old.
His credits over the past few decades are
long and impressive.

Also joining a weekend of excellent enter‐
tainment, Bay Area Sinatra ‐ John DeMers,
Gold Money Band, Blue House, Livewire, The
Fratello Marionettes and Nadejda (Nadia)
Posk‐atcheeva.

And new this year, a Roman Encampment
and Legionaries Parades… happening both
Saturday and Sunday. The Roman experience

is educational and interactive… kids and adults
will be enchanted with the authentic, cultur‐
al addition to the “Festa.” 

Please visit www.italianfamilyfestasj.org
for the full entertainment schedule.

Editor’s note: The Italian Family “Festa” is
presented by the Italian American Heritage
Foundation (IAHF). All proceeds support the
preservation of Italian culture and the Ital‑
ian American Heritage Foundation Scholar‑
ship Program.

Michela Musolino (Photo by Nino Di Maio) 
At right: Anthony “Nino” Lane Band 

Live concerts at the ‘Festa’
Saturday, August 5

Roman Encampment and Legionaries Parades realistic interactive experience.
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Times Community News

By Jana Kadah
San José Spotlight

T
ensions between local housing advocates
and realtors have boiled into threats and
ugly confrontations.

A coalition of homeless and housing advo‐
cates protested at the office of the Santa Clara
County Association of Realtors on June 7, six
days before the San Jose City Council approved
the annual budget. They yelled chants like,
“Realtors you can’t hide, we can see your greedy
side” and “Everyone deserves homes” because
of the association’s support to move city dol‐
lars away from affordable housing. But now
those chants could result in criminal charges—
if the realtors have it their way.

Association employees described the protest
as an “invasion” that “terrorized” workers.
Nearly 30 protesters from various housing non‐
profits entered their building after first gath‐
ering in the parking lot with megaphones and
handmade signs. Association officials said they
are pursuing all legal avenues to ensure pro‐
testers never enter their building again.

“We were fine with them protesting out in
our parking lot, which is still trespassing, but
once it escalated to them coming into our offices
that was crossing the line,” Jordan Nunes, asso‐
ciation spokesperson, told San José Spotlight.
“Some of our employees are really shaken up
by it.”

Nunes said one employee went to the doc‐
tor to check her hearing after the protest, and

another employee Jody Souza said at a recent
council meeting that she sought counseling
because she was so distraught.

But the homeless and housing advocates who
protested at the association’s office said they
were nonviolent—that this was a standard
protest—but maybe the first time realtors had
one on their doorstep.

Sandy Perry, one of the protesters and pres‐
ident of the Affordable Housing Network of
Santa Clara County, said the protesters entered
the building to make sure their message was
heard.

“We will confess to being loud and being crit‐
ical, but we were peaceful,” Perry told San José
Spotlight. “Also Souza told council she locked
herself in her office, but failed to mention that
after she came out, she got into our faces and
yelled at us.”

Perry said the drama is because the realtors
are setting the stage to reduce dollars for afford‐
able housing next year and the legal threats are
just to scare off protesters from coming to their
office again.

“I’m not surprised that the realtors are blow‐
ing this up because they lost the vote,” Perry
said. “They have been demonizing nonprofits
for months and this is another way to do it so
they can stop affordable housing development.”

Tensions between the two groups have been
rising for years, but reached a breaking point
during budget discussions. Councilmembers
voted to spend the majority of tax dollars from

Measure E to build affordable housing—a devi‐
ation from Mayor Matt Mahan’s plan to funnel
the money toward interim housing.

The realtors, who didn’t support Measure E
in 2020, backed Mahan’s plan to invest in short‐
term, quick‐build solutions. The protesters,
who were from nonprofits including LUNA and
the South Bay Community Land Trust, were
opposed and wanted the dollars for affordable
housing, which they believe to be the root solu‐
tion to solving homelessness.

Nunes said protesters were asked to go out‐
side several times, but refused until police
arrived. However, the San Jose Police Depart‐
ment said there was only one protester left
when they got to the offices.

“There were no arrests, or noted dam‐
age/vandalism,” a police spokesperson told
San José Spotlight.

Neil Collins, CEO of the Santa Clara County
Association of Realtors and a columnist for San
José Spotlight, said the damage was emotion‐
al. His employees were “taunted and terrorized,”

which is why he emailed city officials about the
protest. His employees are continuing to pub‐
licize the protest by speaking out at meetings
and through emails.

“I need to protect my employees. This just
can’t be something that we can ever allow have
to happen again,” Collins told San José Spot‐
light. “There’s limits to political discourse, and
there’s venues for it. This was a political the‐
ater that caused real harm to my team.”

Homeless advocate Shaunn Cartwright was
one of the last people at the protest and said
to imply protesters terrorized the association
is “laughable.”

“This was by a group made up largely of peo‐
ple who were over 50 years old with walkers,
canes, various other disabilities and others who
were previously or currently homeless,”
Cartwright told San José Spotlight. “For the
realtors to say they have compassion for the
unhoused and then use the word terrorize to
describe them is not compassion, it is judge‐
ment.”

San Jose Realtors say housing 
advocates ‘terrorized’ their office

Protestors march around the Santa Clara County Association of Realtors office in San Jose on June 7,
2023. Screenshot via video courtesy of Sandy Perry. 
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‘Real or not’: 
San Jose students
support social
media bill

By Lorraine Gabbert
San Jose Spotlight

T
eens in San Jose said the line between
truth and lies is becoming harder to
define on social media and distin‐

guishing the difference would be welcome.
One state legislator wants to make that hap‐
pen.

Assemblymember Marc Berman authored
a bill that will require schools to incorpo‐
rate media literacy into K‐12 classes in every
subject. AB 873, which passed unanimous‐
ly in the Assembly, is currently in the Sen‐
ate Education Committee.

Willow Glen High School student Melissa
Anicua said some of her friends suffered
from cyberbullying while playing online
video games, and others had their social
media accounts hacked and received fake
texts. She said classes on media literacy
could help differentiate what is real and
what is fake.

“You can’t really tell if (the information
is) real or not,” she told San José Spotlight.
“I feel like it’s just helpful to know so you
don’t get confused on things and think bad
stuff about people.”

Lisa Whitfield, chair of the psychology
department at Santa Clara University, said
it’s beneficial to have students engage in
developmentally appropriate lessons about
how to evaluate claims that come from the
media. But she cautions against making
them feel every source is untrustworthy
and urges input from scientists and edu‐
cators.

Berman said as the spread of misinfor‐
mation has become increasingly pervasive,
it’s essential young people view informa‐
tion through a critical lens. They need to
know how to do their own research to con‐
firm or deny the media they’re exposed to,
he said. He hopes by integrating media lit‐
eracy into all subjects, it’ll help students put
misinformation into context and lessens its
personal effect.

“Young people are getting the majority

of their news from social media and the
internet,” he told San José Spotlight. “They
are getting bombarded with misinforma‐
tion, conspiracy theories and lies on a daily
basis.”

Arianna Dominguez, a student at Willow
Glen High School, said social media makes
people feel they have to look or be a cer‐
tain way to like themselves.

“It causes mental problems, especially for
young people,” she said. “If they know that
those things aren’t real, then it would prob‐
ably help them release a lot of stress.”

Katy Bruchmann, associate professor of
psychology at Santa Clara University, said
although a bill like this would help, social
media misinformation can stick. She said
cyberbullying research suggests it’s asso‐
ciated with mental health, body image issues
and even physical health issues in adoles‐
cents.

“Learning that something is fake after
reading it and processing it doesn’t really
help,” she told San José Spotlight. “People
will still believe what they read. But one
thing that does seem to help a little bit is
inoculating people against misinformation
ahead of time. It sounds like this bill would
incorporate these techniques in the class‐
room, which would be great, if successful.”

This isn’t the first time the state Legisla‐
ture has addressed social media. In 2018
state lawmakers passed SB 830 to create
social media literacy guidelines. It requires
the California Department of Education to
provide school districts with an online list
of resources, instructional materials and
development programs for teachers.

More than 90% of young adults use social
media, and the majority were confused by
fabricated news, according to data in SB
830. It also cited a Stanford University study
which said 82% of middle school students
struggle to distinguish advertisements from
news stories.

Berman said his bill takes media literacy
to the next step and ensures it’s used in the
classroom. He feels there is no time to waste.

“I’m terribly concerned about the amount
of misinformation, conspiracy theories and
outright lies that are flying across social
media and flying across the internet,” he
said, “and the real‐life impact that its hav‐
ing on our communities and our society.
We need to make sure the next generation
knows how to identify and dismiss misin‐
formation. We can’t wait any longer.”

Willow Glen High School students Melissa Anicua (right) and Arianna Dominguez (left) said it's
sometimes hard to tell what's true on social media. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.
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Christmas
Continued from page 1
San Jose City Council earlier this week in an
effort to get the city to enforce permit laws.
In the letter, Degutis wrote the downtown
festivities have lost Winter Wonderland’s
vendor, Butler Amusements, and may lose
significant  revenue usually generated by the
amusement park rides.

The Christmas in the Park nonprofit met
with Councilmember Omar Torres, who rep‐
resents the downtown area, last week to
voice concerns.

Torres did not respond to a request for
comment.

Butler Amusements has said it will not
return this year if the vendor overcrowding
doesn’t improve. Winter Wonderland, adja‐
cent to the Christmas in the Park festivities
on Paseo de San Antonio, has provided
amusement park rides and games for 23
years.

Annie Hermes, owner of Messenger Events,
the company that hosts Winter Wonderland,
said if Butler Amusements doesn’t return,
there is a high likelihood there will be no Win‐
ter Wonderland this year. She said if Butler
Amusements drops out, Christmas in the
Park will lose an estimated $55,000 in rev‐
enue.

“Right now, I couldn’t sell it to another
company,” Hermes told San José Spotlight.
“I could not convince them to come given what
we’re experiencing with the unpermitted
vendors.”

Hermes said in past years, there have been
daily confrontations between permitted and
unpermitted vendors, resulting in a physi‐
cal altercation one year.

Degutis also said if unpermitted vendors

continue to go unchecked, the event could
lose some of its longtime vendors.

“This is the hot chocolate vendor. This is
a churro guy,” she said. “You know, they’re
part of our Christmas in the Park family. We

want them there.”
Unpermitted vendors affect the ice‐skat‐

ing rink run by the San Jose Downtown Asso‐
ciation, blocking entry to the rink.

“People feel bothered by them because
there’s so many of them, and they’re in such
close proximity to the location,” Alex Stet‐
tinski, executive director of SJDA (San Jose
Downtown Association), told San José Spot‐
light. “People don’t feel necessarily safe or
comfortable.”

Stettinski said the association hasn’t
secured a producer of the rink yet, but is still
negotiating. He said it’s on the right track to
getting an ice rink, but if it falls through, the
association will provide another winter activ‐
ity.

Both Degutis and Hermes said they’re opti‐
mistic about this year’s festivities and believe
the city council can come up with a solution.

Hermes said keeping the downtown tra‐
dition alive is crucial to help families create
memories during the holiday season. She
remembers going downtown to participate
in the merriment as a child, and she takes
her children every year.

“It’s part of growing up and living in San
Jose,” she said.

For Degutis, the event is important because
of its accessibility. Christmas in the Park is
free to enter.

“The Google billionaire and the Google jan‐
itor have the same fun, have the same joy,”
she said. “It’s pretty much the only thing in
San Jose that gives us that equal space for
community.”

Cabana Club
Continued from page 1
a separate registration submission. After
the session is selected, the tryout date
must also be selected. Tryouts are
required in order to be committed for the
selected session. 

Session one will be held July 24, 2023 –
July 28, 2023, M‑F 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Session two will be held July 31, 2023 –
August 4, 2023, M‑F 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
ACC Lifeguard office: (408) 997‑7296; Pro‑
gram Coordinator/Supervisor: (408) 410‑
1593. To register, and for more informa‑
tion about the Program, visit
https://almadencabana.com/JLP.

A crowd is flanked by Christmas trees during Christmas in the Park in San Jose. File photo.

Skip Harsany, Almaden Cabana Club Jr.
Guard Program Coordinator/Lead Instructor



Rates
Continued from page 1
as residents conserved water, it limited
the amount of water sold and revenue
coming into Valley Water.

About 30% of local water comes from
groundwater and reservoirs, while half
is imported from the delta and Hetch
Hetchy. Recycled water makes up 5% and
conservation accounts for 15%, he said.
While Anderson Dam undergoes seismic
retrofitting, additional water will have to
be imported, he added. 

Potter said residents can help conserve
water, especially the amount used for
their lawns and gardens, which is about
half a home’s usage. 

“Use less water,” he said, “especially
since we’re bringing it hundreds and hun‐
dreds of miles from the Sierra Nevadas.” 

Valley Water will come to people’s
homes to check for leaks, he said, as they
are responsible for 12% of indoor water
usage.

“You’re bringing water hundreds of
miles to San Jose just to have it go down
the drain,” he said. “We want to try to use
all of the water as best we can.”

Roxanne Grillo, associate civil engineer
and project manager for the Almaden
Lake improvement project, said recon‐
figuring it is on hold due to increased
costs. The environmental stewardship
project aimed to separate Alamitos Creek
from Almaden Lake to improve water
quality in the lake, create a passage for
fish and reduce methylmercury in the
lake, she said.

“The Almaden Lake improvement proj‐
ect costs unfortunately far exceed the
funds that Valley Water has set aside,
mostly due to the need for over half a mil‐
lion cubic yards of dirt,” Grillo said. 

Valley Water’s infrastructure con‐
struction projects experienced significant
cost increases last year, she said. This
project would currently cost approxi‐
mately $90 million but Valley Water only
has $50 million set aside, she said. Fund‐
ing for the project came from Valley
Water’s 2020 Safe, Clean Water and Nat‐
ural Flood Protection Bond Measure.
These funds will instead be used for
restoration of Ogier Pond, she said.

Ben Brown, principal strategic analyst
at Pacific Gas and Electric Company, dis‐
cussed consumer mandates to switch
from natural gas to electricity.

California has a statewide goal to achieve
carbon neutrality by 2045 by lowering
greenhouse gas emissions, he said. PG&E’s
carbon reduction strategy goal is to reach
a net zero energy system by 2040.

“We know the broad constituency of
our customers as well as shareholders
and the general public are interested in
seeing this type of commitment,” Brown
said. 

He said the key is reducing natural gas
emissions and supporting the electrifi‐
cation of vehicles and buildings. In 2027,
only zero nitrogen oxide water heaters
can be sold or installed in the Bay Area.
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Michael Potter, community outreach program supervisor for
Valley Water, said emergency purchases made for water dur-
ing the drought are showing up in people’s bills.

In 2029, this will apply to
furnaces as well. PG&E is
offering incentives and
rebates to close the cost
gap, Brown said.

Electrifying homes, in
place of natural gas, means
expensive underground
pipelines can be retired
rather than replaced every
60 years, he said, decreas‐
ing utility bills and achiev‐
ing carbon reduction. A sig‐
nificant amount of natural
gas appliances will have to
be retired to meet PG&E
and state decarbonization
goals, he added. 

“The Almaden Lake
improvement project
costs unfortunately
far exceed the funds
that Valley Water has
set aside, mostly due
to the need for over
half a million cubic
yards of dirt,” Grillo
said.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEver-
green.Com
408 274 1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEver-
green.com. Christian

worship every Sunday at
11am. Together we build
better lives and a better
community.
Music Institute (408)791
7772. After School
Piano, Violin, Other clas-
sical Instruments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child with
God’s love and affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,

intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-

age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk
the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete 

programs for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or
just need some supplemental instruction to improve your driving

skills, we are just the school for you! We believe Advantage Driving
School offers a great combination of experienced driving instructors

and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182;

Email: info@advantagedriversed.com
Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Jewelry

Employment

TimesClassifieds

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database
Administrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with
architects of different engineering/application teams to engineer com‐
plex technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities. Imple‐
ment and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server, database
consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unanticipated client
sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home is an option.
Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher
in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Quali-
ty materials & professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663
Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-

ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Software Development

PaintingLimousine Service

Software Development
Manage cloud‐based software development. 

2 years exp. $123,885/yr. 
Supermove Inc. 178 Bluxome St #202, San Francisco, CA 94107.

Notices
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