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Fully insured certificate available on request.
We’ll work with insurance companies

421 Lincoln Ave. S., Fayetteville, TN

931-433-7314931-433-7314
www.tandlroofing.com

• Repair • Replace • New Construction • Locally Owned & Operated 
• All Types Of Roofs • Owens Corning Preferred Contractor 

NEED ROOF REPAIR?

T & L Roofing
"Quality Lives On After The Price Is Gone"

931-433-6634
Ask about automatic payment

r i c h a r d s o n w a s t e @ g m a i l . c o m

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!

At Lincoln Manor, you will experience our commitment to freedom 
of choice even before you join us as a new resident. We offer a variety 

of suites to suit your lifestyle and budget.

Call To Schedule A Tour!

115 Medical Center Blvd.
Fayetteville, TN 37334 
(931) 433-5000

https://inspiritseniorliving.com/lincolnmanor

Family Owned & Operated
931-433-2582 • 203 South Main Ave. • Fayetteville, TN • www.Norman-Furniture.com

Special
Financing
Available
See Store
For Details

FREEDelivery

http://www.tandlroofing.com
mailto:richardsonwaste@gmail.com
https://inspiritseniorliving.com/lincolnmanor
http://www.Norman-Furniture.com
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$2,000 towards the purchase of any pre-owned vehicle priced $10,000 and up. Not valid on any previous or pending deals. Excludes previous sales. 
Due to ad deadline some vehicles may have sold. All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee.

NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

Over 200 Pre-Owned Vehicles Available to View at 
stanmcnabbchevy.com and stanmcnabbcdj.com!

Come See Your Friends AtCome See Your Friends At
     Your Hometown Dealership     Your Hometown Dealership
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Charles Higgins • Clay Higgins • Chris Ross

Meals have brought 
families together since 
the beginning of time. 
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Do you struggle with hurts, pain, 
or addiction of any kind?
• Are you an adult child of an alcoholic or an abuse survivor?
• Do you struggle with anxiety, co-dependency, anger or fear?
• Are you addicted to gambling, food, sex, substances or pornography? 

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, non-denominational, 
     12 step recovery program. 
CR meets every Tuesday, 5:30-8pm. 
Supper provided and childcare is available upon request.

Fayetteville First UMC • 200 Elk Ave N. • (931)433-2251

We Service What We Sell!

409 Lincoln Ave. South, Fayetteville, TN 37334 
931-433-5869  Mon.-Fri. 7-5; Sat. 7-12 
bradfordappliancetn.com
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From our 
publishing 

partner

“I take great 
honor in being the 
Publishing Partner 
for Good News 
Fayetteville! Good 
News Fayetteville 
shines light on the 
people and businesses 
that help make our 
town exceptional. If 
you are interested in 
becoming a supporter 
of Good News 
Fayetteville, please 
contact me today 
with any questions 
you may have.”

Faith Cashion
Publishing Partner
(931) 205-0640
faith@goodnewsmags.com

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? Let us 
know what you think! Follow us 
and leave a review on Facebook. 
Search Good News Fayetteville 
or send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com

A S THE sun casts its golden glow upon 
our world, we find ourselves awakening 

to the delights of summer – the vibrant 
colors, the warm breezes, and the echoes of 
laughter and togetherness. With the arrival 
of this cherished season, we unpack our 
picnic baskets, dust off our grills, and embark 
on a culinary journey that celebrates the 
tastes of connection and joy. Picture yourself 
lounging on a sun-kissed beach, surrounded 
by loved ones, as the tantalizing aroma of 
sizzling barbecues and refreshing fruit salads 
fills the air. Each bite becomes a portal to 
shared memories and the bonds that make 
our summers truly special.

Within this symphony of flavors, taste 
reigns supreme, captivating our senses and 
igniting our palates with delight. It pos-
sesses the enchanting ability to transport 
us to cherished moments in time, where 
the sweetness of ice cream cones, the tang 
of grilled seafood, and the juiciness of sum-
mer fruits evoke the essence of carefree days 
and long-lasting friendships. Just as the sun 
embraces us with its warmth, taste weaves 

together the threads of connection, uniting 
generations and cultures through the art of 
shared culinary experiences.

Food, once a simple means of suste-
nance, has blossomed into a catalyst for a 
deeper sense of togetherness and celebra-
tion. It serves as the foundation upon which 
we build lasting memories, uniting families, 
friends, and communities. From the live-
ly neighborhood block parties to the lively 
chatter of farmers’ markets, summer is the 
season when local food establishments take 
center stage, showcasing their delectable of-
ferings and embodying the spirit of our vi-
brant communities.

So, as the sun casts its warm embrace 
upon us, let us seize the summer moments. 
Immerse yourself in the delight of every bite. 
Embrace the joy of shared meals with loved 
ones, knowing that within those sun-kissed 
flavors lies the essence of togetherness. In the 
pages of Good News, we invite you to savor 
the stories that unite us through food, forg-
ing connections that nourish not only our 
bodies but also our souls. GN

 
Wesley Bryant,
MANAGING EDITOR

Savoring the 
Summer Delights
Embracing the Tastes 
of Connection and Joy

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
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Share
something
good

We want to build stronger communities 
through positive, local stories. We can’t 
do that without your subscriptions. 
Sign up your friends and family 
online for free.

http://www.GoodNewsMags.com
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Denim Dusters Square Dance Club➤
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This section of the magazine 
covers local positive news you 
may have missed.

Submit a positive story
on our website: 

goodnewsmags.com



Over 250 
cemeteries 
documented
 
Wayne Owens and Jim Steelman 
are cemetery site investigators.
 
 
By Tina Neeley // Photography by Brooke Snyder

I T’S A different world today. With a little spit 
or a swab of your cheek, a DNA test kit will 

promise to return details of your ancestors’ country 
of origin, inform you of your health issues, and give 
you information on personal traits. But missing from 
these results are your great-great-grandparents’ stories, 
treasured heirlooms, and information about their life 
and times. However, the kits spark more research and a 
second look at your family tree.

Death and burial records are essential in the gene-
alogist’s toolbox. Family cemeteries on private prop-
erty were common in early settlements. Many have 
been lost to an overgrowth of trees and vegetation, 
and the graves and stories of those laid to rest there 
have gone silent.

You might say Wayne Owens and Jim Steelman are 
a “CSI” team — cemetery site investigators. Friends 
and former classmates, the duo is passionate about lo-
cating old cemeteries and making them accessible in 
person and online to those searching for the details of 
their past.

Over the past 10 years, they have visited over 250 
cemeteries, excavated many lost grave markers, and 
taken 7,000 photos. They have established 2,400 me-
morials, added 4,300 photos, and provided 471 photos 
in response to requests on findagrave.com. 

Determining the most specific location of a ceme-
tery is the first step, then identifying the property own-
er and obtaining permission to look for the cemetery. 

Jim Steelman and Wayne Owens➤
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Local Peoples Gas Company
3296 Lewisburg Hwy.
Petersburg, TN 
931-659-6981 Phone
931-993-9496 J.D. Haislip

Grilling 
season

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
We are locally owned & operated...We are locally owned & operated...

we want your business!we want your business!
Proudly serving Fayetteville, Proudly serving Fayetteville, 

Lewisburg, and Surrounding AreasLewisburg, and Surrounding Areas

We’re Ready. Are You?We’re Ready. Are You?

*Available on select models.

2970 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN 37334
(931) 438-6300 • www.landersmclartytoyota.com

3.99% APR* 
for 60 Months

up to

Shop Now! >

SPEND THE SUMMER 

In Style

Fayetteville 931-433-5855
405 West College St., Fayetteville, TN 37334

Now Buy!Is The Time To

Park City 931-433-9124
2850 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN 37334

Mortgage Rates Are Still Great!

Come See Kelly Richardson Today!
She Will Find The Right Mortgage Solution For You!

www.fnbforyou.com

Starting a 
DIY Project?
We’ve got 
your back.

1404 W. Washington St. • Fayetteville, TN
931-433-9126

Fayetteville Lumber & Supply, Inc. 

Monday - Friday - 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. • Saturday - 7:00 a.m. - NooN

When the temptations of finishing household projects 
are staring you in the face, we can help your dreams 

come to life at Fayetteville Lumber & Supply, Inc.

http://www.landersmclartytoyota.com
http://www.fnbforyou.com


Many landowners have no idea a cemetery is within the 
boundaries of their property, and some don’t know the 
cemetery is not theirs. Tennessee law excludes burial 
grounds from ownership and requires the landowner to 
allow public access to them.

A quest for unearthing a cemetery often becomes 
an appreciation for today’s modern conveniences and 
medical advancements.

Steelman said, “At the Crawford Cemetery on March 
Mill Road are markers for four children in one family 
who died within a month and a half of each other in the 
late 1800s. In those days, there were epidemics, scarlet 
fever, and things that would come and wipe a family out. 
What really got me was the stones. They had engraved 
hearts, and the hearts were upside down.”

Life in those times was hard and was sustained by 
land, water, and other natural resources.

We go by some of these cemeteries, and I look around 
for old house walls, and there’s a small family cemetery, 

and I wonder how in the world a family made a living 
on this property. It’s rough; it’s hilly. We’re talking about 
some tough people here that were the forebears of our 
Lincoln County population.”

Owens agrees. “We share a respect for the history 
and experiences of early residents here, especially those 
who were not prominent or in the public eye. Most lived 
in the hills and hollows off the beaten track.”

Long, hard work preserves history for many genera-
tions to come.

“We’re often asked why we do it. Some have called us 
crazy. Some are uncomfortable in cemeteries, especially 
doing excavations to raise buried markers. But the great 
majority appreciate what we’re doing and help by telling 
us cemetery locations not widely known,” said Steelman.

The cemetery site investigators leave things better 
than they found them, clearing the way for the stones to 
stand again and witness lives lived long ago that paved 
the way to the better lives we enjoy today. GN
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714 Lewisburg Hwy., Fayetteville, TN • (931) 433-5913

billsliquorstore.net

Taste it Tuesdays!
It may not be “new” to our store, but maybe it’s “new” to you!

Stop in to try something new every Tuesday!

Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track 
Hoe

Site Prep
Demolition

Roads & Driveways
Grade Work

Pads
Ponds & Lakes
Underground 

Utilities

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

WE CAN DO IT ALL!WE CAN DO IT ALL!

1245 East College St., Pulaski, TN • Facebook.com/AHC.Meadowbrook

Senior care is the heart of what we do at AHC Meadowbrook. 
If you or your loved one needs care close to home or family, 

let us be your first choice. Services include:

• Nursing care
• Physical, occupational 
    and speech therapy
• Disease management

• Wound care
• IV therapy
• ARTS technology
• Much more

SENIOR LIVING • REHABILITATION

Compassionate, 
Quality Care 
for Rehab or 
Long-term 
Living

Call Today 931-363-7548 Or visit AHCseniorcare.com

Outpatient

Therapy
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Western square dance keeps Thursdays moving 
at the Fayetteville Recreation Center. 

 
Promenade on over and check it out.

 
 

By Tina Neeley // Photography by Brooke Snyder

T HE FAMILIAR piano notes open 
“Walking in Memphis” as four couples 

form a square at the Fayetteville Recreation 
Center on Thursday night. But instead of 
“Put on my blue suede shoes and I boarded 
the plane,” Jet Roberts sings, “Form a ladies 
chain across town, roll away and circle left, 
you roll away and circle round today, now 
a little left and weave…. We were walking 
in Memphis, walking with our feet 10 feet 
off of Beale, walking in Memphis, but do I 
really feel the way I feel.”

➤

No, he’s not forgotten the words. Rob-
erts is the caller for the Denim Dusters 
Western Square Dance Club, which meets 
every Thursday at the rec center from 7-9 
p.m. And it’s not your grandmother’s Sat-
urday night with Ralph Sloan and the Ten-
nessee Travelers, known as traditional or 
Appalachian square dancing. It’s modern 
Western square dancing, and the Denim 
Dusters (formed in 1983) are members of 
the Tennessee State Association of Square 
and Round Dance Clubs.

Club member Judy Mann said, “We took 
lessons in 1985, and we’ve danced ever since.”

With over 100 calls, Mann suggests 
that anyone wanting to learn modern 
Western square dancing experience it 
firsthand by watching one Thursday night. 
There are many moving parts, but you’re 
ready to square up once you’ve learned the 
calls. And don’t forget your manners.

Mann said, “One thing about square 
dancing is it promotes etiquette and man-
ners. Eight people are in a square: two head 

Front row:  Judy Mann, Cheryl Womack, Donna Vedock, Meredith Kowalski, Wanda House, JoAn Turner, Debra Jones, and Nona Reed
Back row: Jet Roberts, Penny Ackerman, Charles Mann, Billy Womack, John Reed, David Jones, Carla Skinner, Phil Skinner, Richard Lloyd, Dave Kowalski, and Dennis Turner

➤
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WWW.DROBINSONLANDCLEARING.COM • 615-631-0638

ROBINSON ENVIRONMENTALROBINSON ENVIRONMENTAL
LAND CLEARINGLAND CLEARING

Serving Middle Tennessee since 2007Serving Middle Tennessee since 2007

931-993-9710
575 Lynchburg Hwy., Mulberry, TN 37359

• Interior & Exterior Railing • Pool & Yard Fences
• Driveway & Pedestrian Gates • Guard Railing
• Residential & Light Commercial

ExtraordinaryExtraordinary  Craf tsmanshipCraf tsmanship
Custom Design

www.southernironworks.comwww.southernironworks.com

Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithstankservice.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Let Us Take Care Of 
Your Septic Tanks

931-532-0400
Where The Customer Comes First

fayettevillechryslerdodgejeepram.com 

Monday - Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

1223 Huntsville Hwy.

Shop Local!Shop Local!
Support local business in the community and

We appreciate your business!

• Physical, Speech, Occupational
   & Respiratory Therapies
• Unit Specializing in Dementia Care
• Specializing in Skilled & Long Term Care
• Nursing
• Specialized Diets
• Activities
• Social Services
• Free Wi-Fi

Administrator - Lisa Veteto
Director of Admissions - Jennifer Mitchell

faymark@twinrivershc.com
elkriverhroffayetteville.com

4081 Thornton Taylor Pkwy. 
Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-433-9973

HealtH & NursiNg of fayetteville 

The CareThe Care
They DeserveThey Deserve

http://www.southernironworks.com
http://www.keithstankservice.com
mailto:faymark@twinrivershc.com


➤

couples and two side couples. When you finish a tip (that’s when 
you’re up dancing, and then the caller’s finished), you always shake 
hands and thank everybody in that square.”

It’s great exercise and good clean fun.
“There’s no alcohol whatsoever,” she said. “You couldn’t con-

centrate long if you’d been drinking because you have to pay at-
tention and not let your mind wander. When one person messes 
up, it breaks down the whole square. Everybody’s got to be in sync, 
and if you let your mind wander, bad things are going to happen.”

Things move quickly, and you have to be ready to move with it.
“You have to pay attention,” Mann said. “Usually, when he 

makes a call, there’s a standard call behind it. But if you’re not 
careful, sometimes the caller wants to make sure you’re paying at-
tention, and you’ll need to do something different. If you’ve antic-
ipated wrong, you’ve missed,” said Mann.

 For the most part, you can leave the flouncy dress and petticoat 
at home and dance in your jeans and polo shirt. The traditional 

square dance costumes are generally reserved for exhibition dances 
and conventions. Lessons are available if you want to learn more 
and join the club.

She said, “A lot of people come for the exercise. It’s fun, good 
exercise, and it’s good fellowship. We’ve been dancing with some 
of these people for a while now.”

Mann can’t say enough about their caller’s skills.
“Jet wants you to dance, and that’s a good thing. He’s so 

smooth with it that you don’t want it to end. He keeps you going. 
He doesn’t call a call and wait for everybody to get home and start 
and then call another. He’s fluid,” she said.

So chase your neighbor and scatter scoot on over to the Fay-
etteville Recreation Center some Thursday night and see for your-
self. You’ll be glad you did. GN

For more information on the Denim Dusters Western Square 
Dance Club, follow them on Facebook or contact Judy Mann at 
(931) 993-0234.

JoAn and Dennis Turner➤
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20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK 
Regular: $27.99 • Buffalo: $31.99

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $27.99

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.79 • Sandwich only: $4.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE CLUB SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.99 • Sandwich only: $6.99

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.49

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.19

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.19 • Sandwich only: $5.99

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct. $9.19 • 5ct. $10.19 • 6ct. $11.19
Buffalo: 4ct. $9.99 • 5ct. $11.19 • 6ct. $12.39

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $12.29 • Buffalo: $12.39

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $10.39 • Buffalo: $10.99

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.39

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.89

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $8.19 

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.29

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $9.89

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 
$4.29

FRIED PICKLES 
$4.29

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular: $1.99 • Large: $2.39

COLESLAW - CUP 
99¢

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 
$1.89

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular: $1.49 • Buffalo: $1.69

THE NIBBLER 
$1.89

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, and a Treat.  
KIDDIE FINGER
$4.99

KIDDIE CHEESE
$4.99

DRINK 
Small: $2.19 • Medium: $2.39 • Large: $2.59

GALLON OF SWEET OR UNSWEET TEA
$4.99

KIDZ® DRINK 
89¢

MILK 
Regular: $1.19 • Chocolate: $1.19

APPLE JUICE 
$1.19

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct. $5.39 • 10ct. $8.99 • 20ct. $16.69

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.39

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.69

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $14.49 • 20ct. $27.69

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
Three $1.89

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.99 • Grilled: $8.69 • Garden: $6.89

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried: $9.29 • Grilled: $8.99 • Garden: $7.19

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

DESSERTS

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, Ranch, 
Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, Tongue 
Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot Honey Mustard, 
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ, 
Buffalo Garlic Blaze 
25¢

SAUCES

Southwest Zalad®

$349
+TAX

$989
+TAX

www.zaxbys.com

931-227-4999
1511 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN

Join Zax Rewardz to redeem 
this exclusive offer!*

*See store for complete details.
Limited Time Only

FREE 5 Fingerz 
w/$5 Purchase®*

http://www.zaxbys.com


Lincoln County High School 
2023 graduate accepts 

Ivy League full scholarship.
 

The road to Yale is paved with positivity and overarching support.
 
 

By Tina Neeley // Photos submitted by Jay Simms

A N IVY League mentality is in Jay 
Simms’ DNA. At home, college 

football helmets lined up on a table and 
hanging on the walls testify to his dad’s 
love of the game. He impressed upon his 
son that the helmets of Yale, Harvard, 
Princeton, Columbia, Dartmouth, Cor-
nell, the University of Pennsylvania, and 
Brown represented the best of the best 
in academics.

Simms received “the best of the best” 
as a challenge and set his sights on ad-
mission to an Ivy League school in early 
middle school.

“I am so competitively driven; I can 
thank my mom for that. From that day 
forward, I believed if they’re the best, then 
I am the best, and I’m going to be there,” 
Simms said.

His maternal grandmother’s support 
paved that path leading to the Ivy League. 
The dynamic mother/daughter duo taught 
Simms there is no shame in failure, nev-
er criticizing or berating him when things 
turned out differently than he expected.

He said, “They always made sure that I 
took the learning experience out of it. But 
they also always let me know that failure 

Jay Simms➤
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MANUFACTURED HOUSING SUPERCENTER

Providing funeral care for your family is our number one priority. 
We believe the best way to serve you is by being here in the 
community - for you, and with 
you. You can count on us to be 
available for your family 
24 hours a day, and at a 
moment’s notice.

508 West College St.
Fayetteville, TN 37334
Office: 931.433.4511
Funeral Info: 931.438.2956
www.gallantfuneralhome.com

...as only your local funeral home can.

Caring

June 15June 15th, th, August 5August 5thth & 19 & 19thth

Donut Saturdays!Donut Saturdays!
Advanced orders recommended. Call today!

10026 David Crockett Hwy. • Belvidere, TN 
swisspantry@gmail.com 
www.swiss-pantry.com

(931) 962-0567

Save the date: 
Annual Open House, Saturday, October 7th

Try our Key Lime & Lemon Icebox Pies

John Karby, 
CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1231 Huntsville Hwy. Suite C
Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-438-3200

Lisa McKern, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
2899 Huntsville Hwy.
Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-438-2378

Partnering throughout 
the years to reach 
your financial goals.

 

goodnewsmags.com/subscribe

We want to build stronger communities through positive, local 
stories. We can’t do that without your subscriptions. Sign up 
your friends and family online for free.

Give something

good

http://www.gallantfuneralhome.com
mailto:swisspantry@gmail.com
http://www.swiss-pantry.com


wasn’t the end of the road and that you could pave a new 
road out of it. They really helped shape my mindset into ‘I 
can do whatever I put my mind to’ through their positivity 
and overarching support.”

The Lincoln County High School graduate re-
ceived acceptance letters from Yale, Columbia, and the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

“When it came down to it, Yale’s considered one 
of the big three — Harvard, Princeton, and  Yale. The 
name is recognized globally, and I just couldn’t turn 
down a full, free-ride offer from Yale. I don’t think any-
body could have done that,” said Simms.

Simms and his family moved from Central Alabama 
to Lincoln County when he was in middle school. He 
discovered that the tight-knit community around his 
new home differed from his early life, where he felt no 
one cared about his neighbor.

Simms said, “Here, everyone I’ve seen, especially 
the people who are actively doing things, care. That’s 
not common outside of Lincoln County.”

As soon as the pandemic allowed, Simms began 
to give back to the community through work with the 
Fayetteville-Lincoln County Animal Shelter and other 
area nonprofits. 

“I started coordinating events and fundrais-
ers [for the shelter], and that ’s where I began my 
community involvement,” he said. “Then it ex-
tended with me actively taking a role in Lift LC at 
the high school. When I went back to school my 
junior year, I took on the role as the community 
lead, where I coordinated outreach to the feed-
er schools and nonprofits in the community to 
spread mental health awareness beyond the walls 
of the high school.”

Simms’ involvement in lifting up his commu-
nity will transition naturally to Yale. He’ll get an 
early start by moving to campus before the fall se-
mester and is excited to begin the new chapter of 
his life and plans to major in neuroscience.

“After committing and learning more about 
them, I know that it ’s the exact place that I need 
to be because they’re so community-based,” said 
Simms. “I think everybody has their niche that 
gets into an Ivy. You don’t get into an Ivy by doing 
10,000 things. You have your one thing, and you’re 
really good at it. My one thing has been community 
throughout the past four years, and Yale is such a 
community that I think I will fit right in.” GN

Jay with 
his mom, 
Nancy 
Simms

➤

“I am so 
competitively driven; 
I can thank my mom 

for that. ”
-Jay Simms
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www.mtnviewconstruction.com

Open 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
8321 David Crockett Pkwy. W., Belvidere, TN

931-967-8000

Metal Roofing, Trim, 
& Full Lumber Yard

114 W. Market Street
Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-433-1173

Fayetteville’s Most Unique 
& Historic Dining Experience

Mon: Closed • Tues - Thurs: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm
Sat: 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm • Sun: Closed

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITYwww.bmaprop.com

110 Franklin Ave. N., Fayetteville, TN • (931) 438-4492
Licensed in TN & AL

307 West College St., Fayetteville, TN
931-433-1084

"YOUR PROPANE SOURCE"

We Offer:
• Pre-Buy Or Lock-In Terms
• Worry Free Budget Plan
• Auto-Fill Route System
• Summer Fill Specials

Think Ahead - ScheduleThink Ahead - Schedule
Your Summer Fill NOWYour Summer Fill NOW
Summer fills through the end of JulySummer fills through the end of July

John Pollock John Pollock 
August 12August 12

http://www.mtnviewconstruction.com
http://www.bmaprop.com
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Booda Pierce➤
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Heart and art intersect 
at Lost Highway 
Tattoo Studio.
By Tina Neeley  // Photography by Brooke Snyder 
Tattoo photos submitted by Keith Pierce

Follow 
the path
of the pen.

OHNNY DEPP said, “My body is my journal, and 
my tattoos are my story.” American tattoo artist Kat 

Von D agreed when she said, “I am a canvas of my 
experiences; my story is etched in lines and shading, and 

you can read it on my arms, my legs, my shoulders, and 
my stomach.” And Michael Biondi, also a tattoo artist, said, 

“Our bodies were printed as blank pages to be filled with the ink 
of our hearts.”

A journal, blank pages, a canvas… stories, experiences, heart… 
Regardless of the mediums we choose to express our stories, the 
common thread is people. 





Flintville’s Keith “Booda” Pierce illustrates 
everything from great joy to the most profound sorrow 
on his customers’ canvas of choice — their bodies.

Pierce’s Lincoln County childhood included things 
common to everyone else's, except a love of drawing was 
always present.

He said, “No one’s ever taught me how to draw. I’ve 
always just followed the path wherever the pen took me. 
I was way more interested in drawing and comic books 
than football, and my dad couldn’t understand why I 
drew all the time. I told him it’s just what I do.”

Like most parents, his dad wanted the best for him 
and saw only a world full of starving artists and told 
him he’d end up as a tattoo artist if he didn’t watch it.

“Today, my dad is my biggest fan. He shares my 
work all the time. He’s awesome.”

But the path of the pen didn’t lead straight to Lost 
Highway Tattoo Studio and the space he shares with 
artist Jermain Simmons. Pierce worked several jobs 
following high school, one at a Fayetteville liquor 
store. When things slowed on his shifts there, he drew 
without thoughts or ultimate purpose beyond passing 
the time until the evening when a customer asked if he 
could keep his drawing.

“I went home, didn’t think anything of it. I came 
back to work the next afternoon, and there was a 
business card from Addiction Tattoo, the first tattoo 
shop in Fayetteville. [The gentleman at the liquor store] 
had given my drawing to [the owner], Robert Wellman, 
and Robert called and asked if I’d like to come in and 
check it out and see what it was like,” Pierce said.

He was 29 at the time, terrified and intimidated as 
he watched the artists use needles and ink to trace lines 
from which intricate designs emerged.

“It was weird to see. The customers weren’t crying, 
and it freaked me out, seeing so much art put on 
people,” he said. “I struggled with it for a long time but 
eventually just settled in, and I couldn’t imagine doing 
anything else.”

Following Addiction Tattoo, Pierce worked at 
Raining Ink in Columbia but dreamed of working for 

himself. He opened Lost Highway in Pulaski in 2011, 
then the path of the pen etched his way home when he 
opened Lost Highway in Fayetteville in 2012. 

It ’s an art that has grown in popularity and 
now spans generations and socioeconomic groups. 
Everywhere you go, you glimpse inked images 
engraved on canvases of skin representing love, loss, 
hobby, hope, fascination, and obsession. They are 
small and unseen on many you encounter daily and 
large and detailed on others. They are personal and 
often represent transition, growth, and revelation. 

“When I started tattooing, I didn't tattoo as many 
older people. It did happen, don’t get me wrong, but 
“Ink Masters” [reality show] hadn't started yet,” he said. 
“Then, if you were tattooing older people, they were 
generally bikers, old cowboys, or old truckers. “Last 
Man Standing’’ was also a pretty good show. America 
loves competition. Those shows got really popular, and 
the next thing you know, we have little ladies coming in 
for butterflies on their feet, and it's gone from there.”

Tattoos are more common today, but, like all art, 
they’re not for everyone. However, unlike most art, they 
are sometimes viewed in a less than favorable light.

Pierce said, “Tattoos don't make you a bad 
person, and that's a big thing. There are doctors 
with sleeves and nurses with tattoos. Lawyers and 
teachers get tattooed.” 

And his favorite thing about his work is the people.
“Different people come in every day, and I get to 

talk to them and cut up with them in a different way,” 
he said. “If somebody’s sitting there, and they're not 
comfortable, or they're hurting, I can start talking to 
them. It will still hurt, but talking makes it better. Or 
if they're talking way too much and getting anxious, 
I can calm them down. The worst thing you can do 
when you come is be nervous.”

If Pierce could go back today and speak to that 
little boy who loved drawing, he’d tell him, “It's gonna 
be okay. Yeah, you got this. Just keep being you. You're 
not weird.”

Follow the path of the pen. GN

Follow Lost Highway Tattoo on Facebook for more information. 
The studio is located at 2676 Huntsville Hwy., Suite B, Fayetteville.



No one’s ever taught 
me how to draw. I’ve 
always just followed 
the path wherever the 
pen took me. I was 
way more interested 
in drawing and comic 
books than football, 
and my dad couldn’t 
understand why 
I drew all the time. 
I told him it’s 
just what I do. 
-Keith “Booda” Pierce

“
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UNINCOR-
PORATED
Williams Grocery 
connects Camargo’s 
generations.
 
By Tina Neeley // Photos submitted by Linda Pogue

I T WAS a time when small 
communities were more than 
a place you drive through 

memorialized by a highway road sign 
— the town’s name was usually fol-
lowed by “unincorporated.” Unincor-
porated is an interesting word mean-
ing not chartered as a self-governing 
village or city, but these communities 
were more fortified than the self-gov-
erning kind. 

Take Camargo, for example, and 
Bea Williams, more specifically. Her 
work ethic rivaled the field workers 
who dropped by Williams Grocery 
for fuel, a cold drink, and a bolo-

gna sandwich. As the screen door 
slapped the wooden frame behind 
you, the air conditioning brought 
immediate relief from the noon-day 
heat. Warm coffee and conversation 
with an old friend and gatekeeper 
chased away winter’s chill.

She kept an eye on every kid who 
walked or rode their bicycle in for 
a NuGrape and a candy bar. When 
Mrs. Bea wasn’t helping collect 
money to send flowers to a griev-
ing family or restocking shelves, she 
could be found by the chest freezer 
cutting out her next quilt or cloth-
ing project.

Neighborhood kids weren’t the 
only fans of a cold Coca-Cola. Moe, 
the orphaned groundhog, was happy 
to share your drink and bologna for 
a season. 

Mark Colbert, who grew up near 
the store, knows Moe’s history.

He said, “Groundhogs were strip-
ping my dad’s garden and tearing it 
all to pieces, so he shot the mother. 
Then about a week later, he found out 
there were three little ones. They’d 
come out of their den. We gave two 
away and kept one and raised it as a 
baby. Then he got big and kept hang-
ing around.”
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He was hanging around Williams Grocery and under the 
front porch steps where he’d appear in the early spring, ready 
to con his neighbors out of their snacks for a season. And then 
he was gone.

Gone like the little country stores like Williams Grocery 
that were once vital to the communities they served. They were 
hubs for the latest news or gossip, hardware, fuel, lunch, ice, 
snacks for sinking stomachs, and air for sinking tires. Wil-
liams ran the store while her husband worked in fields that 
would yield a harvest that found its way to the store.

Linda Pogue and Joan Hardiman, Williams’s daughters, 
and her son, Sam Franklin Williams Jr., said their mama was 
a very smart lady without a lazy bone in her body. Those 
bones opened the store early every Monday through Sat-
urday for almost 50 years. She closed the store one month 
short of 50 years due to her declining health.

The building no longer stands, yet it invisibly unites all 
who passed in and out of its doors. Mrs. Bea, though no 
longer with us, remains a vivid memory.

Driving through Camargo, the store building may be 
gone, replaced by new structures, but the spirit of  Williams 
Grocery lives on in the hearts of those who experienced 
its warmth and community spirit. Memories of laughter, 
shared stories, and the smell of freshly oiled floors linger, 
reminding the town’s residents of a time when life was 
simpler and connections forged in the aisles of a small 
country store.

As the years pass, the Camargo community con-
tinues to cherish the legacy of Bea Williams and her 
grocery store. The memories shared by neighbors and 
friends preserve its spirit and serve as a reminder of the 
importance of documenting the history and traditions 
of these small-town communities.

In a world that is moving faster every day, reflect-
ing on the memories of Williams Grocery invites us 
to pause and appreciate the values and connections 
nurtured within its walls. It serves as a reminder that 
no matter how much time has passed, the impact of 
a small country store and the dedication of its owner 
is priceless. GN

“Miss Bea was “queen” 

of the community

for keeping things

in order!” - Janice Myers

Miss Bea
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“There were 
always two 
things you got 
there, and it 
was a great 
sandwich but 
most of all 
the enjoyable 
conversations 
with Miss ‘B.’”
 - Stan Spray

Sam Williams

Miss Bea
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CUSTOM STEEL BUILDINGS
LIFETIME METAL ROOFING, SHAKE SIDING
VINYL SIDING, WINDOWS, GARAGE DOORS

Over 30+ Colors Available

Call today!
(931)962-8859

Financing available! 
Check us out on Facebook!

Clark’s Home Solutions, LLC 
792 David Crockett Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398  

931-427-8211
25900 Main St., Ardmore, TN

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 7:00 A.M. -10:00 P.M.; 
Sun. 7:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M.

True Discount 
Lotto Land

Smokes 
& Suds

We’ve Got What You Need

Lottery • Beer • Cigars

Our Services Include:

Call Us Today:

Home Health Services Private Duty Services

PSSA Services

• Skilled Nursing
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Speech Therapy

• Skilled Nursing (Hourly)
• Personal Care Services

2310 Thornton Taylor Pkwy Ste A • Fax: 931-438-9549 • qualityfirsthc.com

Local  professionals, 
caring for our 
neighbors to 

enhance their 
quality of life.

931-438-9595

Looking for 
 a new place?

TDD 1-800-848-0298
Just off Huntsville Hwy. • 500 Independence Drive

Oakview Apartments currently has:
• 2 Bedroom Apartments w/Washer-Dryer Connection
• 1 Bedroom Apartments • Spacious Energy Efficient
• Total Electric Kitchens & Energy Efficient Appliances
• Dishwasher & Washer/Dryer Hook-Ups Available
• Walk In Closet • Onsite Laundry Room 
• Handicap Units When Available
• Pet Friendly • Some Restrictions Apply  
     1 BR Starting @ $415.00 •  2 BR Starting @ $460.00

Credit & police check required
(931)557-9410
(931) 433-7751
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Local Competitive Prices Local Competitive Prices 
For Your FarmFor Your Farm

SSSS&&
Call Us Now

For Pricing 
931-433-3525

Serving Lincoln & the surrounding counties, including Northern Alabama.

412 Franklin Ave. S.
Fayetteville, TN

Small & Small 
Oil Co.SSSS&& Established 1947

PRINT IT.  COLOR IT.  MAIL IT. 
Calling all kid artists ages 10 and under! 

 
Don’t miss your chance 

to WIN $50!

SCAN TO ENTER

www.goodnewsmags.com/coloringcontest

Deadline is August 31, 2023

2023 Holiday 
Cookbook 

Coloring Contest

http://www.goodnewsmags.com/coloringcontest


FOOD
T H E

I S S U E

I N THE heart of our community, tucked away at familiar 
corners, lie vibrant havens: local restaurants. These culinary 
gems play an indispensable role in creating a healthy and 

robust economy while simultaneously weaving an intricate 
tapestry of connections that make our home truly feel like home. 
Beyond their delectable dishes and inviting ambiance, these 
establishments hold the power to unite us, fuel our sense of 
belonging, and contribute to the very fabric of our community.

Local restaurants serve as economic engines, driving growth 
and prosperity within our neighborhoods. They generate 
employment opportunities, providing livelihoods for a range of 
individuals and supporting the livelihoods of countless families. 
As we step through their doors, we become participants in a 

N O U R I S H  O U R 
C O N N E C T I O N S  W I T H  F O O D .

Local 
restaurants
play a vital role
in our economy
and community.
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virtuous cycle where our patronage directly fuels local economic 
development. The dollars we spend at these establishments ripple 
through the community, fostering increased job stability, tax reve-
nue, and overall financial well-being. By choosing to dine locally, 
we actively contribute to the vitality of our economy, ensuring 
that our hometown thrives.

Yet, the impact of local restaurants extends far beyond eco-
nomic prosperity. They hold the power to cultivate a profound 
sense of connection and belonging within our community. These 
establishments become the backdrop for cherished memories and 
shared experiences. We gather around tables, savoring meals that 
reflect our region’s unique flavors and traditions. The local chef 
who pours their heart and soul into each dish becomes a familiar 

face, a beacon of culinary artistry and community spirit. From 
celebratory gatherings to intimate conversations, these establish-
ments become the stage upon which our stories unfold, forging 
bonds that transcend the transactional nature of a meal.

Let us embrace and champion the local restaurants that 
enrich our lives. By patronizing these establishments, we con-
tribute to a healthy and thriving economy while fostering a sense 
of connection that makes our community strong. As we gather 
around tables, sharing laughter and breaking bread, we affirm our 
commitment to the values of community. Each bite we savor is a 
testament to the power of local restaurants to nourish both our 
bodies and our souls, forging bonds that make our home a place 
of warmth, unity, and endless culinary delights. GN
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Here’s
Your Sign
P E T E R S B U R G  S Q UA R E
R E N O VAT I O N S  A R E
A N S W E R E D  P R AYE R S .

By Tina Neeley
Photography by  Brooke Snyder

P
ETERSBURG HAS been a drive-through 
town for too long — not for lack of 
community, but for a shortage of places to 
shop, eat, and gather. Marsh’s Department 

Store, Ed Scott’s Grocery, W.W. Gill’s Hardware 
Store, First National Bank of Petersburg, Ellis 
Drugstore, Bettie’s Beauty Salon, and others once 
dotted the square. Then, for many years the four 
corners slept through most of the week and perked up 
on weekends within the walls of the few shops that 
refused to let hope die. Today, the square is waking 
up, aglow from years of beauty sleep.

The square plays a starring role in the memories of 
Petersburg native Jean Griffin, whose father worked 
at the post office and was the subsequent owner of 
the Ellis Drugstore.

Griffin said, “My dad always had some kind of 
business going. After Mr. Ellis retired, my dad bought 
the drugstore where the Pickin’ & Grinnin’ building 

Jean Griffin
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is now. I grew up dipping ice cream and making 
cokes. Then, my first real job was at the First 
National Bank of Petersburg, where the town 
hall is now.”

Griffin left Petersburg at 19, but she didn’t 
leave banking. A career in banking technology 
ultimately moved her to St. Simons Island, 
Georgia, where she worked from home until 
her husband, Taylor, passed away. Wanting to 
be near family, Griffin moved to Lewisburg and 
continued working until her employer required 
her to move to Charlotte.

“I said, ‘I'm not doing that.’ I decided to cut 
back and do nothing, which lasted two days,” 
Griffin said.

She dabbled with a booth at a Chapel Hill 
antique store and worked in its small cafe but 
often visited Cathey Fullerton at her Junk and 
Stuff store on Petersburg’s square. Only a few 
businesses were on the square, and Fullerton 
always encouraged Griffin to open a cafe nearby. 
Griffin was discouraged by the size of necessary 
renovation costs leaving little room for startup 
funds. Then, in early 2022, a door opened when 
Fullerton mentioned someone was purchasing 
and renovating buildings around the square 
with a vision of seeing life return.

“So that Sunday at church during silent 
prayer, I said, ‘Okay, God, if I'm supposed to do 
this, you need to give me a sign.’ And I've never 
asked for a sign in my life,” she said. “But after 
church, I asked my friend to go out to eat. I 
said, ‘Let's go to Fayetteville, but I want to go to 
Petersburg first.’”

They looked in the store's windows next to 
Fullerton’s on the deserted square, but Griffin 
noticed a man walking around nearby buildings. 
He was still walking around when they prepared 
to leave. Griffin suspected he was an investor.

She investigated further. 
She said, “So we drove over, and I said, 

‘Hey, you're not from here, are you?’ He 

I love the fact that 
God sent me some 
really, really good 
people. And I couldn't 
do it without them.
I literally could not do 
it without them. 
- JEAN GRIFFIN
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laughed and said, ‘No, but I bought that 
building,’ pointing to the old theater, ‘and 
I'm attempting to buy these buildings to 
fix up to get businesses to come back to 
the square.’”

And they are coming back!
Miss Jean’s Sandwich and Ice Cream 

Shop now serves old and new memories in 
the former Lincoln Service Station build-
ing, from which she can see the old drug 
store and bank buildings of her childhood.

All menus and promotional materials 
extend the invitation. “Come share memo-
ries and make new ones,” it reads. And it’s 
more than good marketing; it’s a reality.

“I get the most joy looking at the 
square and seeing it so vital again. There 
are so many people here and so many cars 
out there,” Griffin said. “And God has sent 
the best people to work for me.”

Pick two from the soup and sand-
wich menu, enjoy fresh salads, or try the 
Petersburger, an Angus beef patty with 
grilled onions, bacon, Havarti cheese, and 
horseradish cream sauce on a grilled bun.

“Our best seller is our homemade 
chicken salad, and a close second is the 
red, white, and blue salad, which is regular 
blueberries, strawberries, pecans, and feta 
cheese with our Fuji apple salad dressing 
on fresh arugula greens. The thing that 

makes our sandwiches so good is the 
homemade bread. All of our sandwiches, 
including the hamburger buns, are home-
made. We grill one side with a little bit 
of olive oil, and then the other side is left 
soft, so it's kind of crunchy on the outside 
and soft on the inside,” said Griffin. “Our 
fruit tea is homemade, and all our sodas 
are bottled. We have eight different kinds 
of ice cream, and we can make a milk-
shake or a sundae with it.”

Griffin treasures seeing the rejuve-
nation of Petersburg outside her shop 
window with a team that feels like 
family already. 

“I love the fact that God sent me some 
really, really good people. And I couldn't 
do it without them. I literally could not do 
it without them,” she said. GN

Visit Miss Jean’s Sandwich and Ice Cream 
Shop at 106 S. High St., Petersburg, (931) 
652-5552. Follow on Facebook for daily 
specials and the main menu.

Miss Jean greets her customers with a warm smile.➤
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Raegan Grace Scarfone, Susan Ragsdale, Jean Griffin, Ella Claire Ragsdale, Dana Brown, and Shelby Bates



Byron Chism



What Really 
Lights You Up?
BYR O N  C H I S M  F O U N D  H I S  A N S W E R .
By Tina Neeley
Photography by  Brooke Snyder

C
HECK YOUR pantry’s seasonings, and 
you may very well find a bottle with a perky, 
pantless pig smiling back at you. The journey of 
Bad Byron’s Butt Rub to a place at your table is 

seasoned with seeking, stretching, and serendipity.
Dictionary.com defines serendipity as an aptitude for 

making desirable discoveries by accident. Byron Chism’s 
desirable discoveries came as he followed his heart. 

“I trusted God for my future and learned to trust 
and follow my heart. I think my heart and intuition 
are God talking if you believe that. The odds were not 
for me to be successful; for me to get off the ground is 
like the Hindenburg,” said Chism.

An in-depth 2023 YouTube documentary, “Bar-
becue Dreams…The Butt Rub Story,” follows Chism 
from his boyhood Texas home to his corporate 
headquarters in Florida and his Mulberry, Tennessee 
second home.  

He arrived at the University of South Alabama 
without a dream of his own. Unsure of what he want-
ed to do with his life, he graduated with only one hint 

of his future direction — his love of cooking.
“I didn’t even realize I liked to cook, but by the 

time I graduated college, I was a pretty good cook,” 
Chism said.

Looking for direction, he silenced the outside 
voices and paid attention to his own.

“All I knew was what I didn’t want to do,” he said. 
“There was a big list of things. Then one day, I asked, 
‘What really lights you up?’ I saw I had a short list: 
dancing, cooking, and the beach. I love to two-step, 
but I had to do something for a living, so I decided to 
move to the beach and try my hand at cooking.”

The ingredients in Chism’s recipe for success began 
In Santa Rosa Beach, Florida.

“When I got settled in and started going to 
church there, I knew I was where I was supposed to 
be. Soon, I started cooking and knew I was on the 
right track. I never regretted my journey from that 
point on,” he said.

His next-door neighbor there, Jim Norton, intro-
duced him to barbecue.
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“He taught me how to barbecue, and 
as we got into it, I wanted my own cooker. 
We went to a scrap yard and got all the 
pieces — an old propane tank and wheels 
off a lawn mower — for 11 cents a pound. 
I’d work 12 hours a day in the restaurant 
and come home and fire that thing up. I’d 
spend all day with three chickens and a 
stack of wood,” Chism said.

As his culinary skills grew, so did his 
fascination with barbecue and its history, 
ultimately leading to the creation of his own 
seasoning, now available in over 8,000 stores.

Follow the video as Bad Byron’s Butt 
Rub weaves its way around the country 
and the world through barbecue cook-off 
championships. The cook-off trail often 
led through Franklin, Lincoln, and Moore 
Counties, and Chism needed a home base 
for his equipment. Finding the perfect 
spot in the Mulberry community in 
Lincoln County, the Butt Ranch Barbecue 
Theme Park became his second home.

“Lincoln County is always fresh. 
I’m here three or four weeks at a time, 
and then I choose to go to the office [in 
Florida],” Chism said. “My mother lives 
in Mobile, Alabama, and I spend some 
time with her, then I just like to circle 
back here. I’m refreshed, renewed, and 
recharged, and I never really get bogged 
down here. I keep rebooting.”

Chism knew when he got to Lincoln 
County that he wanted a new dog after 
losing his dog of 17 years, Jake. At the 
Fayetteville-Lincoln County Animal 
Shelter, Chism met Sadie, who was about 
to be put down. The shelter workers were 
heartbroken at the thought and thrilled 
when Chism took her home.

He said, “They all loved her and didn't 
want to see her get put down, so I saved 
her. She's been such an incredible dog, and 
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I always felt like the animal shelter gave 
me such a great thing. I learned enough to 
know their biggest challenge is funding, 
so I started raising money through Brisket 
& Bluegrass, and it's been a good rela-
tionship. We got dogs adopted to different 
places and raised some good money for 
them. It feels good. It's such a great setting 
[here] with the great outdoors, food, mu-
sic, and a good cause.”

The next Brisket & Bluegrass is Sep-
tember 23 at Chism’s Butt Ranch Barbe-
cue Theme Park. The annual event is the 

perfect blend of everything important in 
Chism’s life.

This year, Chism will be inducted into 
the American Royal Barbecue Hall of 
Fame®. According to americanroyal.com, 
the ceremony will honor three individ-
uals who, by extraordinary achievement 
and service, have made outstanding and 
significant contributions to barbecue. 
Induction into the Barbecue Hall of Fame 
is barbecue’s top honor and recognizes the 
substantial influence on the advancement 
of barbecue.

While it appears to be the pinnacle 
of Chism’s success, he knows there will 
always be more to the story.

“It's never where you're going; it's 
the journey because there's no one place 
where you just arrive. It's a false, imag-
inative place,” he said. “I was truly lost 
trying to find what I was supposed to be 
doing, and it was very uncomfortable. 
When I stopped listening to everybody's 
advice and started following my heart 
and trusting God, the ship started sailing 
in the right direction. And I think that's 
probably the most important thing to 
think about.”

But where does he go from here?
“For the future, I see no big changes, 

just more of the same. I'm where I want to 
be, and I think I'll just continue along the 
path,” said Chism. GN

For more information and to watch the 
documentary, visit buttrub.com and follow 
Bad Byron’s Butt Rub on Facebook. Tick-
ets for Brisket & Bluegrass on September 
23 are available at the Fayetteville-Lincoln 
County Animal Shelter at 1718 Pulaski 
Hwy., Fayetteville, (931) 433-3726.
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If Walls 
Could Talk
1 1 4  W.  M A R K E T  ST.  I S  M O R E 
T H A N  J U ST  A  B U I L D I N G .
By Tina Neeley
Photography by  Brooke Snyder

O
H, IF walls could talk! The building at 
114 W. Market St. has served the public 
in one form or another since the 1860s 
when jail cells encased in limestone 

housed the city’s inmates. The walls were pages 
etched with doodles and scribblings to pass 
the time of those doing time. They were silent 
witnesses to whispered stories of shenanigans 
and truths withheld on a witness stand. They 
heard the sighs and moans of new intakes and 
the whoops and hollers of those on their way out.

After a fire destroyed the wooden fire station 
addition to the jail, the city added a cinderblock 
firetruck garage behind the cells. The fire station 
walls tell a different story — stories of late-night 
alarms, exhausted firefighters, and fellowship 
around the dining table. Stories of loss and recon-
struction were told within them, testifying to the 
strength and fortitude of the close-knit community.

When the city vacated the building on fire 
hall hill in 1970, only silence remained until it 
answered a call to service to the public. With a 
sigh of relief, in 1987, the walls warmly wel-
comed the first customers who came hungry for 
good food and conversation at Cahoots.

Cahoot’s owner, Flo Williams said, “My dad, 
William R. Carter, bought the building in the 
late ‘60s when they built the new fire station 
right down the street. My dad loved buildings, 
dirt, and land. He was a contractor with his own 
construction company. The greatest thing about 
it is that it's a historic building. It was our fire 
station even back when there were horse-drawn 
carriages. It's really neat to think a horse stood 
where you're now eating.”

Committed customer service from dedicated 
employees shines a positive light on the role played 
by the old building for more than 36 years. 
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Beth Brown and Flo Williams



“No one can run a restaurant by them-
self. You have to have good people, and I 
have good people; some have been there 
for 25 years or more. When you work in 
a business like this, you, along with your 
people, miss a whole lot of things in life, 
so you have to have the support of your 
family. My two girls know my love for it, 
and they’ve been great. Working Tuesday 
through Saturday, most of us can’t move 
our bodies by Sunday,” Williams said.

Williams and her team help us cele-
brate the things they often miss, much like 
the public servants of the jail and fire hall, 
years ago.

“From reunions to birthday parties, 
receptions, getting to see old friends, 
everything, and I love seeing that,” she 
said. “We’re another place in town for 
everybody to get together, and that's what 
we do; we provide that space and hopefully 
good food.”

Returning customers affirm the work 
of Williams and her staff. Williams knows 
repeat business is confirmation they’re 
doing things right. True success comes 
from connecting with people you have yet 
to meet, in addition to your friends and 
family. The friends made along the way are 
part of Cahoot’s most significant success.

Williams said, “Several customers come 
twice a week, every week. And if they don't 
come, we’ll call and make sure they're okay. 
Our customers become family.”

Cahoot’s history draws customers from 
near and far.

“We have the tourists, too, because 
we're a little unique. We have people that 
come from out of town; great people that 
have been coming back for 30 years. That's 
what Cahoot’s does. It just brings us all 
together,” she said.

Customers share their own stories and 
memories of the building with Williams, 
some of which begin with, “Don’t you dare 
tell Mama, but …” As we make new mem-
ories, there will be more stories to share 
and more secrets to keep within the walls.

While “cahoots” often denotes a con-
spiracy, according to dictionary.com, the 

word also means “in partnership.” What 
better word for a building and the people 
who work within its walls to make Fayette-
ville safe and satisfied with good food for 
good times? It’s a conspiracy of community.

A hundred years from now, who knows 
what other service partnership will exist in 
the space that has stood watch over the city 
for more than a century? GN

If you’re not already one of their returning 
customers, stop by Cahoots at 114 W. Mar-
ket St., and discover firsthand the history 
on the hill. Follow Cahoots on Facebook 
for the most up-to-date information.

52  / /  ISSUE 7 2023 GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE



Lacey Metcalf



Fresh from the 

Farmers 
 Market

Experience the best the season has to offer.
By Tina Neeley



Grilled Chicken & 
Vegetable Kabobs 
Submitted by Hayley Cowan

4 c. assorted vegetable pieces
1/4 c. olive oil
2 T. white wine vinegar
2 t. Montreal chicken seasoning
½ t. Italian seasoning
1 lb. chicken breasts, boneless, skinless,    
     and cubed

Combine vegetables, olive oil, vinegar, 
and seasonings in a large, self-closing 
plastic bag or glass bowl; add chicken. 
Marinate in refrigerator for 30 minutes or 
longer for extra flavor. Remove chicken 
and vegetables from marinade; discard 
marinade. Spear chicken and vegetables 
on metal skewers. Lightly sprinkle skewers 
with additional Montreal seasoning. Grill 
kabobs 10-15 minutes or until chicken is 
done, turning frequently.

Fresh Salsa 
Submitted by Esther Dahnke

10 tomatoes
1 can tomato paste, 6 oz.
2 white onions
1 lg. green pepper
1 lg. red pepper
1 lg. yellow pepper
3 t. salt
2 T. garlic, minced
6 T. cider vinegar
fresh cilantro, to taste
corn chips
jalepéno peppers or hot sauce, optional

Cut tomatoes, onions & peppers into 
quarters & place in blender or food 
processor. Add tomato paste, salt, garlic 
& vinegar. Take leaves off stems of the 
cilantro & place in blender. Chop until 
fine. Place in bowl and serve with corn 
chips. Great to make in summer with 
fresh garden tomatoes and vegetables.

Summer Salad 
Submitted by Cindy Raybern

1 pkg. zesty garlic salad dressing mix
1 T. red cooking wine
1 cucumber, sliced
1 tomato, sliced
1 red onion, sliced
1 green pepper, sliced

Combine salad dressing by directions 
on package, but substitute 1 tablespoon 
red cooking wine for the water. Pour over 
cucumber, tomato, onion, and green 
pepper. Toss lightly before serving. 

A S THE lazy days of summer drift into the warm embrace of August, 
our taste buds welcome the vibrant flavors offered by nature. The 
richness of the harvest season arrives as farmers markets brim with 

an array of colorful produce, and nature rewards us with sun-kissed fruits, hardy 
vegetables, and fragrant herbs that inspire us to create dishes that celebrate the very 
essence of summer. 

From juicy heirloom tomatoes and succulent peaches to crisp cucumbers and fragrant 
basil, explore the endless possibilities of these seasonal treasures.

Whether you’re seeking refreshing salads to beat the summer heat, indulgent grilled 
delicacies for backyard gatherings, or luscious desserts that capture the essence of the 
season, prepare to be captivated by the symphony of flavors that August brings. GN

Submit your recipes to be included in 
Good News Magazine and the Exchange Cookbook: 
www.southernaprons.com

http://www.southernaprons.com
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A S A member of a group of people 
that only make up about 14% of the 

country’s population, and as a woman, 
I have faced unique challenges and 
experiences that have shaped my identity 
and journey of faith. I often find it difficult 
to embrace my “different.”  

In the eyes of our Creator, each one 
of us is unique and created for a purpose. 
Embracing our “different” — those quali-
ties that set us apart from others — is not 
only a journey of self-discovery but also 
an opportunity to deepen our relationship 
with God and fulfill the plans He has for 
our lives.

Our Heavenly Father has given us the 
opportunity to impact our environment 
and, ultimately, our world by embracing 
what makes us all inherently unique. 

Throughout the Bible, we find numer-
ous examples of individuals who embraced 
their “different” and, through faith, made 
a significant impact on the world. From 
Moses, who led the Israelites out of Egypt 
despite his speech impediment, to Esther, 
who used her position as queen to save her 
people, these inspiring figures teach us the 
importance of embracing our unique qual-
ities and trusting God’s plan.

As an African American woman, I draw 
strength from these biblical stories and the 
countless women of color who have broken 
barriers and made a difference in the world. 
So, how can we learn to embrace our “differ-
ent” through the lens of faith?

R E F L E C T  O N  YO U R  G O D - G I V E N 
G I F T S  A N D  TA L E N T S .

Take some time to consider the abili-
ties and passions that God has instilled 
in you. These might include your resil-
ience, creativity, leadership skills, em-
pathy, or a strong sense of community. 
By recognizing these gifts, you’ll devel-
op a deeper understanding of how God 
has uniquely equipped you to positive-
ly impact the world.

S E E K  G U I DA N C E  T H R O U G H 
P R AY E R  A N D  S C R I P T U R E .

As you embrace your “different,” turn to 
God for guidance and wisdom. Spend 
time in prayer, asking Him to reveal 
the purpose behind your unique qual-
ities. Additionally, delve into scripture 
to discover stories of individuals who 
overcame challenges and embraced their 
differences to fulfill God’s plan.

S U R R O U N D  YO U R S E L F 
W I T H  A  S U P P O R T I V E 
FA I T H  C O M M U N I T Y

Finding a supportive network of fel-
low believers, particularly those who 
share your experiences, is crucial for 
your spiritual growth and journey to-
ward embracing your “different.” A 
faith community will not only encour-
age you in your walk with God but also 
provide a safe space to explore and cel-
ebrate your unique qualities.

Embracing your “different.”
 

Discovering your unique purpose through the lens of faith
 
 

By Jeriah Brumfield 

U S E  YO U R  “ D I F F E R E N T ” 
TO  S E R V E  OT H E R S .

Jesus taught us the importance of serving 
others, and embracing your “different” pro-
vides an opportunity to do just that. Con-
sider how you can use your unique gifts 
and talents to bless those around you — 
whether volunteering at your local church, 
mentoring a younger believer, or using your 
creative skills to uplift and inspire others, 
which so many people are already doing 
within our community. 

T R U S T  T H E  J O U R N E Y 
Embracing your “different” may sometimes 
be challenging, especially when faced with 
societal pressures, timelines, and expecta-
tions. Remember to submit to and trust your 
journey in these moments and draw strength 
from God’s love and promises. As Jeremiah 
29:11 states, “For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.”

Embracing our “different” is a vital aspect 
of our spiritual journey and an opportunity 
to discover and fulfill our unique purpose. 
By reflecting on our God-given gifts, seek-
ing guidance through prayer and scripture, 
surrounding ourselves with a supportive faith 
community, using our differences to serve 
others, and trusting in God’s plan, we can 
learn to celebrate our individuality and make 
a lasting impact on the world, all while deep-
ening our relationship with our Creator. GN
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Annual Firecracker Chase 
raises funds for 
local organizations
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Contestants for the annual Firecracker Chase➤
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Annual 
Firecracker Chase 

raises funds 
for local organizations
By Kali Bradford // Photography by Brooke Snyder 



T HE ENERGY in the air was 
palpable as participants stretched 
their legs, bounced up and down, 

and took a competitive glance around 
at their fellow participants. Some were 
neighbors, and others were out-of-towners. 
The horn sounded, and the mass of runners 
moved forward as one looking to take on 
the rolling hills of Lincoln County. While a 
good-humored competition, for this race in 
particular, there was an infectious sense of 
camaraderie that created a feeling of unity 
and shared purpose that raised awareness 
and funds for two worthy causes.

These dedicated runners and walkers 
came out for the annual Firecracker Chase 
on Saturday, June 24. The race consists 
of a 5.1 or 10.2-mile course that runners 
and walkers can take on. Participants 
braved the hilly and challenging course to 
raise funds for two local nonprofits, The 
Quatina M. Wolaver Foundation of Hope 
and Hayden’s Hope.

The Quatina M. Wolaver Foundation 
of Hope was established in 2018. Our 
mission is to raise awareness and funds for 
research on ovarian cancer. All funds raised 
through the Firecracker Chase are used to 
raise local awareness, primarily in Lincoln 
County, and the remainder is donated 
to larger research organizations with the 
hope that one day a test can be brought to 
the market so women will have a fighting 
chance with early diagnosis.

Hayden’s Hope is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization formed in early 2019 by Amy 
Harwell and her family after the death of 
her son, Hayden Hammons, by suicide in 
October 2018.  

The organization provides scholarships 
to local area youth in our community 
and surrounding areas. They also talk to 
youth in the classrooms, locker rooms, and 
church youth groups to encourage open 

conversations about the real-life issues 
they face while also talking about Jesus 
and the plan of salvation. Hayden’s Hope’s 
mission and goal is to spread the message 
and meaning of “there is always HOPE.”

Along with the race, Hayden’s Hope 
also sponsors several community events 
during the year, which include the South 
Lincoln Middle School Color Run, 
Hayden’s Hope Craft Fair that takes 
place on Sept. 9 at The Farmhouse at 
Two Trees, and a 5k Turkey Trot held on 
Thanksgiving morning on the campus of 
Lincoln County High School. 

Southern said she was glad to see the 
race back for a fourth year.  

“I always look forward to seeing some 
growth in the number of participants and 
having our runners back out. We were glad 
to have the folks who have been out the 
last few years to come back and take on 
the challenge again,” she said. 

Harwell hopes the race will become 
a community mainstay event in its 
fourth year. 

“We want it to be a legacy race 
where when people think of this time of 
the year, they think of the Firecracker 
Chase,” she said. 

Southern added that she and Harwell 
are proud to create an event where the 
community can unite. 

“We love it,” she said. “I have fun 
directing the race and love seeing 
communities come together. They really 
rally around and take care of each other. I 
love being a part of putting something on 
that brings the whole community together 
in a fun way.” GN

For information on the Quatina 
M. Wolaver Foundation of Hope, visit 
online at qmwfoundation.com. For 
more details about Hayden’s Hope, email 
haydenshope44@gmail.com.

Annual 
Firecracker Chase 

By Kali Bradford // Photography by Brooke Snyder 
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1. Randy Waller   2. Crethton Caldwell, Jacob Caldwell, Caleb Caldwell, Joslyn Meek, Kristian Young, Jonathan Smith, Travis Jubin, Shannon Sims,  
Tory Clark, and Don Counts   3. Tull Malone, Katrina Baldwin, and Jacob Campbell   4. Don Counts   5. Joy Young and Christina Jubin   6. Ardmore Pickers

Photos submitted by Velva Walker

The event was held at The Rock 
Fayetteville Campus to raise money 
and awareness. Featured were car, 
truck, and motorcycle shows, music, 
crafts,vendors, food trucks, and more.
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1. Tommy Hanes   2. Mike Parker
3. One of the many entries for the car show   4. Contestant with his car show entry

Photos submitted by Velva Walker

The 8th annual Cruising for a Cure 
for Huntington’s Disease was held 
at The Rock Fayetteville Campus 
to raise money and awareness. The 
event featured a car, truck, and 
motorcycle show, music, crafts and 
product vendors, food trucks, and 
door prizes.
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Cruising for a Cure for Huntington’s Disease - April 22, 2023



E V E N T S
C A L E N D A R

  July 15 

8:00 am Camp Joy
 Walter Hill Church 
 of Christ Campground
 119 Polecat Hollow Rd. 
 Fayetteville

 Camp starts June 18 at 
 8 a.m. and ends
 July 23 at 5 p.m.

 July 15  

5:00 pm Two Trees DIY Class: 
Wooden Stained 
Glass Door Hanger

 The Farmhouse 
 at Two Trees
 439 Smith Mill Rd. 
 Fayetteville 

 
Join us for an exciting 

 do-it-yourself class 
where you can create 
your own stained glass 
door hanger from wood.

 Cost is $55.  

 July 22 

8:00 am 2 Day 
 Advanced Formula 

Driving School
 Polecat Training Center
 1054 Polecat Hollow Rd.
 Fayetteville
  
 This is as close to actual 

racing as you can do 
in any commercially 
available school. You 
will be ready to enter 
our race series after 
successfully completing 
this class.

 July 28 

12:01 am Tax-Free  
Holiday Begins

 State of Tennessee 
 
No taxes on clothing, 
school supplies, or 
computers July 28-30.

 For more information 
visit tn.gov.

 

Get a
good
look

We wish we could publish all the 
photos we have, but we have too many! 
Browse our online gallery for free or 
purchase photos to be mailed to your 
home. All proceeds from photos go to  
local nonprofits.

 



For more events 
and to submit an 

event visit:
www.GoodNewsMags.com/
events or call 800-247-7318

For more events 
and to submit 
an event visit:

www.GoodNewsMags.com/events 
or call (800) 247-7318

 July 29 

8:00 pm Steel 6 Rocks 
Mickey’s Garage

 Mickey’s Garage  
Bar & Grill

 207 Edison St. W. 
 Fayetteville
 

 August 5 

10:00 am First Saturdays
 Fayetteville Main Street 
 100 Main Ave. N.  

Suite 1B 
Fayetteville 
 
There will be something 
for everyone, from 
handmade jewelry 

 and custom woodwork 
to fresh produce and 
food trucks. 
 
For more information 
contact Fayetteville 
Main Street at 

 (931) 557-5150.

 August 8 

6:00 pm Junk Journalists 
Meeting

 Classroom (Downstairs)
 303 Main Ave. S. 
 Fayetteville 

 
This monthly creative 
workshop is open to all.
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We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.
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Bank of Lincoln County
Where Your Money Makes A Difference

Whether it’s grilling at the 4-H Horseshow Whether it’s grilling at the 4-H Horseshow 
or helping you secure a loan...or helping you secure a loan...

Our Team is Ready to Serve YOU!Our Team is Ready to Serve YOU!

From BBQ GrillsFrom BBQ Grills
to Financial Skillsto Financial Skills


