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Allen EZ Aim Steel Targets! @

15347 Hwy 43 - 256-332-1108

Michoacana 2

256:398:8922

Tortas 'g.;' Tacos
Tamales “®= Tostilocos
& More!

BIG STAR Shopping Center » 10-9

Helen K 43

PDST 256.332.0965

“Quality F urnzture at Affordable Prices’

12 Month Interest Free Financing!
www.helenkfurnitureinc.com - Facehook. com/helenkfurniture

Commission to consider
broadhand recommendation at
July 17th meeting

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When the clock struck 2 p.m.,
Friday, June 30th, that was the dead-
line for internet service providers
(ISPs) to submit bids for the Franklin
County Broadband Grant, a potential
$5 million build out to provide broad-
band to Franklin County's unserved
and underserved areas.

According to Franklin County
Administrator Leah Mansell, the only
ISP to submit a bid was Freedom
Fiber, a company already heavily
involved in broadband build out to

rural Franklin County.

With only one bidder, it would seem
logical that Freedom Fiber would be
awarded the bid, subject to its having
complied with bid specifications. But
with government funds, what seems
black and white often remains gray.

Based on what Franklin County
Probate Judge Barry Moore said at
the commission's July 10th work ses-
sion, an answer should come at the
commission's July 17th business
meeting.

“The application period for the
Franklin County Broadband closed
Friday, June 30th,” Moore said

See ‘BROADBAND,’ Page 5

Almost all Franklin husinesses
score satisfactory health ratings

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

62 of the 64 Franklin County estab-
lishments that received health rat-
ings during the period of April 1, 2023
through June 1, 2023, had scores
that fell into the “satisfactory compli-
ance” range.

Health ratings are required to be
prominently posted in all food/lodg-
ing establishments. Scores are grad-
ed by the Alabama Department of
Public Health inspectors on a 100-
point scale.

Establishments with scores of 85 to
100 are considered to be in “satisfac-
tory compliance” and are routinely
inspected. Establishments scoring
between 70 and 84 will be inspected

) SINGING RIVER

¢ My Dental Hygienist, Krissy Little,

and my dentist, Dr. Nolan Connell
are the best!! They are very
knowledgeable and helpful.
If you are looking for a new dentist
and hygienist try Singing River in
Russellville!! 7

-Carol Conaway, Google Review

SingingRiverDentistry.com

again in 60 days, and those scoring
between 60 and 69 will have another
follow-up within 48 hours. Any estab-
lishment scoring below 60 will be
immediately closed.

Areas of inspection by ADPH
include management and personnel;
food storage, preparation and serv-
ice; equipment; utensils; linen clean-
liness; plumbing and waste; poison-
ous or toxic material storage and an
inspection of the physical facility or
property.

62 of the 64 Franklin County estab-
lishments listed in the most recent
food and lodging establishment rat-
ings scored 85 or above, within the
satisfactory compliance range.

The high score was 99, shared by
five businesses: Bay City Nutrition,

See ‘HEALTH,” Page 7

Call 256.332.6888 to schedule
your appointment today!

531 St. Clair St., Russellville
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Book Online at
flowmassageandstudio.com
Memberships available
Call for appointment

Taking care of
your family’s

dental needs

= Brett M. Bowen, DDS
Bowen
Family

Dentist
243 Underwood RoaI;yRussellwlle 256 332 4000

Russellvdle

H Mike McLeary, DDS

Mon., Tues, Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2
256.332.6073
510 Engle Dr, * Russellville

Have an opinion?
\Story idea?

one 309 nonn |
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A Monuments are Designed &
Lettered in our local shop.
On-site Engraving & Sandblasting
AR ; & GR Franklin County’s Home Owned and
) Operated Monument Dealer!
U Grant & Beverly Atkins
\ i 403 East Lawrence Street
04 Chevy Tahoe 06 Chevy Impala Russelivilie, Alabama
$1800 Down $1200 Down “In Memory of our loved ones...
06 Ford Focus 05 GMC Envoy brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
$1000 Down $1200 Down and Franklin Memory Gardens
12 Ford Fusion 14 Kia Soul James Thomas Hardin, 80, of Hodges, Alabama
$1000 Down $2000 Down passed away on July 6, 2023. Akins Funeral Home
12 Ford Escape 02 Lexus ES assisted the family.
$2000 Down $1500 Down Sharon J. DuPont age 61 of Hampton Cove, Alabama
elledge.jeff@gmail.com passed away on July 6, 2023. Akins Funeral Home
2506 Woodward Ave - Muscle Shoals assisted the family.

2563837979 ® 25671 0371 1 Olen Roger Roberts, age 72, of Spruce Pine, passed

away on Thursday, July 06, 2023. Spry Memorial
Chapel assisted the family.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us on

the web at www.franklinfreepress.net! Send your guest columns, Mark Edward Woodruff, age 75, of Russellville,
recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor and other creative passed away, July 8, 2023. Visitation will be Sat.
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. July 29th, 1-2p.m., with funeral at 2p.m., at Pinkard

Funeral Home.

SwimsuitiSeasonjisgriere!

e Single Membership
$39/Mo. (6 Mo.)
or $33/Mo. (12 mo.)

o Student, Couple,
Family Memberships

e 24 hr. Gym & Tanning

>0

Enroume,,t

256-331-9003
24465 Hwy 24 RUSSELLVILLE
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nnecting the etter future

Tombigbee Communications is
building in Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

Franklin
Free Press

113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville, AL 35653
256-332-0255
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AMERICAN
RESIDENTIAL

HEATING & COOLING

The Season for
Big Savings Is Now!

Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions
for New Heating and Cooling Systems

Many Payment Options to choose from
Service Available Seven Days a Week =

Licensed and Professional Technicians

\ Calltoday! (833) 489-0045

e e e e e e e ey R e e e e e e e e e e e e
1 [ 1
1 1 1 SAVE 1
1 1! UPTO 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 . 1
1 11 on aNew Cooling 1
I o o I . .
 Cooling or Heating |, andHeatingSystemwith |
1S U 1! our Buy Back Program! 1
SystemTuneUp |, y g .
1 Pl Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and I
1 Price vld for one working unit, Excludes ol fred systems. Vald at participaing -y cooling system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and I
ARS Network acations. Not vald for thid party, new constrution o commercial + cooling system requird. Valid at pertcipating ARS® Network locations
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center & i Not valid for third perty, new construction, or commercial customers,
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transfered | * with any other offers. discounts, or on prior sales. Call senvice: center for
1 and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $001. I 1 defails. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred and
1 Offer expires 8/30/2023. g I where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001 1
'l Offer expires 8/30/2023. I
1 License numbers available at americanresidential com/licenses 11 1
i1 License numbers available at americanresidential com/licenses .

FRANKLIN DISCOUNT

N DRUGS '

In Phil Camphell! 205-993-4554

Mon.-Fri. 9-6
3145 Hwy 237
Phil Campbell

Next to Phil Campbell
High School

1 8

Owner/Pharmacist
Wes Mayfield



Internal Medicine

John Almirol, M.D.

. for Franklin County.”
\ Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00
EXIEESTEED) Friday: 8:30-12:00

Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing
and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
| 256.331.1900

Su

|
4

ext io

’ ellville Ho
“Healthy Living

IS
Happy Living!”

Introducing:
Dr. Christopher
Rankin

* Primary Care Physician
» Medical Check-Ups & Consultations
* Health Screenings

256.331.2700
16225 Hwy 43 « Suite |

.. RUSSELLVILLE
l' HOSPITAL

“Over 22 Years Caring
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John Pilati
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Four East
Franklin Junior %
High School stu- B
dents were
among a group
of Alabama stu-
dents who
toured -
Washington, T
D.C. and . il il
Gettysburg, Pa., YL g " gl
with World |
Classrooms last
month. !

EFJH ninth k
graders Jonah [
Stancil, Daylee
Trapp, Chaley
Bullington and
eighth grader
Cade Baker
spent June 27-
30 in the nation's capital, historic Gettysburg and at George
Washington's home, Mt. Vernon.

World Classrooms was started in 2014 as a way to provide education-
al and experiential learning for students outside the classroom. The
program handles the entire trip, from travel reservations to daily activi-
ties and transportation and lodging.

More than 50 World Classroom team members work with more than

500 schools to teach students about history, government and patriot-

ism. The organization's goal is to “approach each day with the same
energy and drive we had when we started,” according to https://world-

classrooms.com.
Among the stops
included on the trip were
Arlington National
Cemetery and the
changing of the guard at
the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier, the
United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, the
Lincoln Memorial and
the historic Gettysburg
Battlefield.

EFJH Principal Leann
Trapp described the stu-
dents' experience as

‘exciting and dynamic.'

“World Classrooms pro-

COURTESY PHOTO

Pest Solutions

N

Pest & osquito

Control
256-332-4008  jsces'n oiivo ™

ture outside of the walls of a classroom. Our students toured famous
memorials, historic sites and interacted with new friends from different
schools across the country,” Trapp said.

Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, car-
toon panels and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.



Monday. “A review team, made up of county employees and officials,
is currently evaluating the application with the goal of providing a recom-
mendation of award to the Franklin County Commission at its July 17th
meeting.

“The commission will make the final decision to award grants based on
the review team's recommendation,” Moore added.

Moore declined to enumerate which county officials and employees
comprise the review team. But when a conference call was held last
week with representatives from the Investing in Alabama Counties (IAC)
group, Moore, County Administrator Leah Mansell and Franklin County
Commissioner Joseph Baldwin took part in the call.

Last month, the Franklin County Commission rejected IAC's request to
extend the deadline until mid-July in order to allow ISPs more time to
review a newly-received map of Franklin County sent to Moore on a
Friday afternoon before a three-day weekend with the county commis-
sion's business meeting set for the following Tuesday at 8:30 a.m.

IAC was formed by the Association of County Commissions of
Alabama as a voice to guide county commissions through the process
of spending American Relief Plan federal funds for broadband expansion
into unserved or underserved areas.

A consulting firm, Sain Associates, was hired by IAC to navigate
through the often-cloudy waters of federal funds and the rules attached
to them.

The additional map sent by Sain Associates showed areas of Franklin
County that were included in a bid from Charter Communications in the
Federal Communications Commission's 2020 Rural Digital Opportunity
Fund auction.

Although there were portions of Franklin County contained in the 2020
bid award, Charter has never followed up its 'winning' bid with any steps
toward expanding affordable, reliable, last mile fiber optic broadband to
the county's most rural areas.

The problem of winning RDOF auction providers not following through
with build outs is not unique to Franklin County. In fact, some have

PAGE 5
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From Page 1

described it as the 'fatal flaw' in the entire auction process.

Some rural areas face the predicament of the auction winner never fol-
lowing through with their 'winning' bid, and potentially at the same time,
losing the prospect of new funding because it overlaps into a previously
awarded area.

The language in the county's broadband expansion grant 'questions,
answers and additional information' states the county “must ensure that
recipients provide funding for broadband projects that are not otherwise
met by existing federal or state commitments. ARPA funds cannot be
used to supplement grant funding for a project that has already received
other modes of grant funding.”

Applicants were also advised of their responsibility to “confirm (they)
have not been awarded other grant funding for any areas (they) propose
to serve with any granted ARPA funds.”

While he agreed the issue of broadband expansion in Franklin County
is a time-sensitive priority, Moore said the bid process was handled the
same way any other bid process is conducted.

“In order to protect the integrity and fairness of the review process, I'm
unable to provide additional details at this time,” Moore said.

“This matter was handled like any other competitive process performed
by the county and pertinent information will be presented publicly at a
future commission meeting,” he added.

Please send your guest columns and other cre-
ative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Brent Hurd, DO
OBGYN

Brandie Garner, CRNP
Women's Health



FOR SALE chairs for sale. Red metal FREE

$50. Glider youth bed,

Two round Rocker Swing  $40. Call 205-  Five small kit-
tens free to

wrought iron for sale. $25. 993-5961.

mp Lejeune

\ xic Water Claims

\qf you or a loved one lived or worked at

Oehf:p LedJuene between 1953 - 1987 and
suffered a serious health problem or death,
you,may be entitled to compensation.
Chemicals*found in the water supply at the base
have been linked to many cancers, ALS, birth
defects and other illnesses.

L Ay :
« 4 Callnow for a free case review.
.

" 1/(334)315-2859

Faiw~ N gldavis@gregdavislaw.com
N resentation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of

legal services performed by other lawyers.

EeClassifieds)

FOR
SALE

256.332.0255

ESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES » PETS « APPLIANCES * HELP WANTED - SERVICES + APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

oC mome. NEW BUSINESS LOCATION
256-3:(322)-7566.

YARD SALE

Upscale Thrift and Tee’s has moved to a new
location, 115 Laurel Ave., Russellville, behind
Moving Sale Burger King.
7087 Hwy 524,
July
13 and 14.
7am- until.

LAND FOR SALE.

19 ACRES ON MARION/
FRANKLIN COUNTY LINE.
BEAUTIFUL BUILDING
SITE. $59,500.
CALL 205-551-1026.

KARL RAGAN 256.332.9064

Trimming * Topping * Removal
Bucket Work « Stump Grinding

Accident or Breakdown?

NWSCC to host ‘Party with the Patriots’ on July 27

Submitted

Northwest Shoals Community College (NWSCC) will host Party with the
Patriots, a W.C. Handy Music Festival event, featuring The Midnighters and
Winston Ramble on Thursday, July 27, from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. in
front of the fountain on the Shoals campus.

The Midnighters are a staple of entertainment for the W.C. Handy Music
Festival and in the Shoals. The six-person soul band have been performing
in the Shoals since 1986. Band members include Earnest Davis, James
Roy, Barry Billings, Marcus Burke, Libby Counts, and James Counts.

Tell law enforcement you wantM &N TOWlng' The southern rock band Winston Ramble, originated in Winston County

Alabama. They now perform all over the Southeast entertaining their audi-

TOWI N G & S E RVI C E C E N T E R ences with their self-proclaimed, "Alabama style, southern-fried rock n' roll."

The event will be free and open to the public. It will include live music,

. food trucks, car show and an opportunity to spend time with NWSCC
11833 Hwy 43 South bt Russe"V"Ie, AL 35653 Patriot coaches and players. Guests are encouraged to bring outdoor fold-
ing chairs.

256.332.7279

SERVING YOUR
OMMUNITY
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910 4th St., Red Bay, Phil Campbell Nutrition, 3415 Broad Street, Phil  --Hilltop Diner, 808 Ronnie McDowell Ave., Russellville, 96.
Campbell, Piggly Wiggly #87, 3625 Broad Street, Phil Campbell, The  --Homestead Cafe, 6631 Hwy. 43, Spruce Pine, 93.
Hang Out Nutrition, 13684 Hwy. 43, Wal-Mart #0403 Market, 13675 Hwy. --Huddle House, 15477 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 87.
43. --Jack's, 521 4th Ave. SE, Red Bay, 98.

The businesses who received scores below 'satisfactory compliance' --Jack's Family Restaurant, 13640 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 95.
were Casa Fiesta Mexican Girill, 520 4th Ave., Red Bay and La Nina -KFC, 15045 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 95.
Mexican Food, 113 North Jackson Ave., Russellville, both of which --Little Caesar's Pizza, 13655 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 86.

received a score of 84. --Los Primos, 105/107 Marion St., Russellville, 93.
Other inspection scores of Franklin County businesses, in alphabetical  --M&H Food Mart, 9224 Hwy. 243, Phil Campbell, 91.

order, included: --McDonald's, 15254 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 96.
--306 Barbecue, 13670 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 89. --Mexico Bakery, 111 Franklin St. SW, Russellville, 98.
--Backwoods Grill & Fish Camp, 2937 Hwy. 43, Phil Campbell, 90. --Mountain Top Nutrition, 6595 Hwy. 43, Ste. A, Spruce Pine, 98.
--Bay City Nutrition, 910 4th Street, Red Bay, 99. --Panaderia Adonai, 311 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 95.

--Phil Campbell Deli Mart, 3515 Broad St., Phil Campbell, 97.

--Big Star of Russellville, 314 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 98. --Piggly Wiggly Deli, 518 4th Ave. SW, Red Bay, 89.
--Black & Gold Nutrition, 700 Waterloo Road, Russellville, 94. --Pilgrim's Place, 1314 N. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 94.

--Bojangles Famous Chicken & Biscuit, 13810 Hwy. 43, Russellville, --Priceless Food-Deli, 14001 Hwy 43, Ste. 11, Russellville, 92.
93

--Burger King, 15455 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 98. --Quick Stop No. 7, 606 4th Ave. SE, Red Bay, 89.
--Cano's Tienda Y Taqueria, 10047 Hwy. 75, Russellville, 90. --Red Bay Nutrition, 102 4th Ave. SW, Red Bay, 93.
--Captain D's, 15434 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 95. --Red Bay Tobacco Mart, Inc., 908 4th St. NW, Red Bay, 93.
--Cardinal Drive In, 602 4th St. SW, Red Bay, 95. --Russellville Hospital, 15155 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 98.
--Coco Michocana 2, 318 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 86. --The Grind Cafe and Coffee Shop, 13760 Hwy. 43 Ste. 1, Russellville,
--Dismals Canyon Fountain & Deli, 901 Hwy. 8, Phil Campbell, 95. 94.
--Dollar General, 212 Montgomery St. SW, Russellville, 98. --The Thrift Store, 109 Lawrence St. W, Russellville, 96.
--El Buen Sabor, 104 Montgomery St., Russellville, 93. --Tropical Nutrition, 15480 Hwy. 43, Ste. C, Russellville, 98.
--El Quetzal Buena Vista, 118 East Franklin St., Russellville, 95. --Vulcan Food Mart, 28485 Hwy. 24, Russellville, 98.
--El Quetzal Buena Vista Bakery/Rest., 118 East Franklin St., --Wendy's, 13679 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 92.
Russellville, 91. --Willi's, 5680 Hwy. 243, Phil Campbell, 97.
--Farmhouse Table, 116 Jackson Ave. N, Russellville, 93. --Yogi's Spruce Pine, 6675 Hwy. 43, Spruce Pine, 98.
--Frosty Inn, 12805 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, 95. Health ratings are available at www.foodscores.state.al.us and may be
--Gas Mart North, 17060 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 96. viewed by city or county

--Harold's Gas and Grocery, 1425 Hwy. 172 East, Hodges, 99.

Where €Everybody

waol FM 100 Daily 8 a.m.
- o and 12 p.m.

FREE Local Delivery
FREE Curbside Assistance
Mail Order Delivery*

PR

A
256.383.447 3 Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL




BUSINESS DIRECT RY

Advertise with us! Call 256.668.2708 or 256.332.0255

franklinfreepress.net

&~ LAWN SER
Bt
Momg o=

T MOWING » TRIM

MULCHING * CLEANING LEAVING |

HEDGING & SHRUBS * EDGING

#% PREDATOR
£\ o PEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”

&\ [\ Eddie Deaton
N (266) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

e’ €A1 I e
Franklin County District Attorney
256.332.8870 « 256.324.5975
gaviin T \OLITE

MASSAGE

256-332-1561
73 Flippen St

Housing Authority
Incorporated

PERSONAL TRAINER
Personal Touch Fitness

Weight Training - Abdominal Routine
Cardio and Flexibility Exercises
Nutritional Counsefing

Rickey Smith,
Fitness Specialist

A

256-668-1844

Sunday: 11:00 - 12:00
Adult Sunday School: 10:00 - 1 1:00

Everyone is invited to joim us for
this special time of worship.

PUBLIC SERVICE

BUCKLE LIP! It Could Save Your Life}

franklinsheriff.org
(256) 332-8811

N SHannon




Auto, Home, Life Insurance
English and Spanish

Real deal with a local feel,
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

FranklinFreePress.net

Scotty Wood, Agent
137680 Highway 43 Ste 6, Russallville, AL 336353
296-332-0052
scotiy@agantscotty, com
agentscotty . com

o StateFarm

PAID Franklin Free Press
113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653

PRSRT STD US POSTAGE

Veteran team
returns for Tharptown
this season

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

High school football season is fast
approaching and the Tharptown Wildcats are
ready to make a statement in 2023 after last
year's 2-8 campaign.

“We’ve had a great turnout this summer. We
are senior heavy this year and those guys
have been showing up to workouts. Our
younger underclassmen have also been com-
ing, which is more impressive because those
guys can’t drive yet. They have to ask the par-
ents and rely on other people to get them
there and they’re doing it,” Tharptown head
coach Jacob Hamilton said.

The Wildcats are returning nine key players
on offense, including starting quarterback
Hunter Reynolds. Dawson Higgins will also
be returning.

“We have about four key guys on offense we
will be able to count on this year to move the
ball well,” Hamilton said.

The Wildcats' defense is also stacked with
10 returning starters from last season. That
includes two players, Dylan Dolley and
Jackson Clement, who were named to the
Class 2A, Region 8 All-Region team last sea-
son.

The Wildcats don’t have their first region
game until week three against the Tanner
Rattlers, but will first have to pass early tests
against the Shoals Christian Flames and the

See, ‘SEASON,’ page 12

Vargas Roofing &
Home Remodeling

Shingle & Metal Roofs,
Vinyl Siding, Drywall
and Much More.
Freddy Vargas
256.668.7715

Licensed ¢ Insured * Jeremiah 29:11

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Sometimes in life, the decisions we
make follow a predictable path based
on what's taking place in our lives.
Those decisions are easily understood
by others.

There are also decisions we make
that others might not understand.
What's important though is whether it's
the right decision for the one making it.
And that's the category Kevin
Barnwell's recent decision to resign as
Phil Campbell High School's varsity
football coach falls—as one he knew it
was the right time to make, even
though the reasons why aren't apparent
to others.

Barnwell's resignation as a teacher
and varsity football coach came as a
surprise to many, but in Barnwell's own
words, he 'knew it was time.'

“I called (Franklin County Schools
Superintendent) Greg Hamilton and
said I'm not the guy anymore for this
job,” Barnwell said. “I just felt it's time
for some fresh blood to be there, for
someone new to take the program over
and hopefully take it to a better level. |
needed a break for me and my family.

COURTESY PHOTO
I'm a dad and | take that role seriously Kevin Barnwell is expected to join the Haleyville coaching staff.

See, ‘BARNWELL,’ Page 15

Childers challenges experienced LB corps to have hig season for Red
Bay

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

After a round one playoff loss against the
Fyffe Red Devils last year, the Red Bay Tigers
are preparing for another opportunity to make it
further in the playoffs this season.

The summer workout program has been
underway for the Tigers for a few weeks now
after their spring jamboree. The jamboree was
a test for Tigers and they defeated both Lynn
and Smithville, Mississippi.

Red Bay varsity coach Heath Childers said
he's excited about his players' effort and what
he's seen so far.

“Turnout has been real good and our guys
show up every day preparing for this season,”
Childers said.

The Tigers lost their first team All-State run-
ning back Brady Hardin and will look to several
seniors this year to help fill his shoes.

“It's never easy replacing 2,000 yards rush-
ing,” Childers said.

The Tigers' offense will rely on Kyler Watson,
Holder Inmon along with Will and Jack West to
move the ball.

All linebackers are returning this year as part
of what Childers describes as a senior-heavy
team. And Childers isn't shy about his expec-
tations for his linebacking corps this fall.

“We basically have three-year starters at line-
backers. It's about time for these guys to start
playing like linebackers. All this game experi-
ence is good, but it ain’t worth nothing unless
our guys start playing like it,” Childers said.

The Tigers face their first Class 2A Region 8
opponent in Week 3 against the Lexington
Bears. They'll play the Bears at home after a
bye week in Week 2.

“Lexington had our number the last few years
and they’re coached well. It'd be great to start
this year off 1-0 in region play,” Childers said.

See, ‘RED BAY,’ page 11



,.296.398.8751

Hwy 43 + Across from ng Drive In

2018 KEYSTONE
OUTBACK
$19,900

“Let us helb you find financing
for YOUR dream car!”

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns, car-
toon panels, letters to the editor, recipes and other creative sub-
missions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Dr. Kellys g
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

EVENTS OF INTEREST « FAMILY REUNIONS « PLAYS + CHURCH GATHERINGS « EDUCATIONAL - CLUB MEETINGS

HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUP-

. PLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN ALA-
BAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT
REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO
CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530
PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF SENIOR

The Foster Grandparent Program is seeking volunteers ages 55 and older
to help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and schools.
Volunteers will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement. We have openings
for several schools for the coming school year. Please call 256-332-6800 for an appli-
cation.

shaKiran serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and

human trafficking across Alabama. Their vision is to be a ‘ray of
hope’ by bridging the gap between service providers and culturally diverse
communities. Their 24-hour crisis line number is 1-800-793-3010. Learn more
about AshaKiran by visiting www.ashakiranonline.org. Consultations are free
and confidential, and available in 45 different languages.

he Senior Center at Phil Campbell is under new management. The

Town of Phil Campbell would like to invite and encourage everyone
in their area 60 years and older to come be a part of the group. This is for men
and women. They meet at the Phil Campbell Community Center Monday thru
Friday from 8 a.m.-noon. A delicious lunch is served around 11 a.m. Come on
out and join in on the games or just sit and have a cup of coffee and socialize!

he Extension Office will host a Pond Management Basics

Workshop July 13, 2023, from 5:30-7:30 p.m., at the A.W. Todd
Centre. Dinner is included. To register, call 334-350-0485.

y Father’s House Ministries will host Kids’ Crusade, July 26-
28, 2023, from 6-8 p.m., nightly at the church located at 104

East Lawrence St. in Russellville. There will be food, games, teaching and
singing, with a Bouncy House Friday night. For more information or a ride,
call 256-460-1376.
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- KED BAY, From Page 9

TRUGREEN The Tigers' season begins Friday, August 19th against the Hamilton
Aggies at home. Last year the Tigers won a thriller, downing the Aggies

Live life outside?’

22-20.

Lt. Gov. Will Ainsworth

Alabamians may have felt their wallets bulge a bit last month when the
Legislature approved our bill that slices the sales tax on groceries in half
and implements the single largest tax cut in state history.

Alabama was one of only three states that taxed groceries at the full rate
O - South Dakota and Mississippi are the others - and we were one of only 13
O states in the nation that levied any tax on food.
But beginning on September 1, 2023, Alabama’s 4% state sales tax on
OFF* groceries will be cut to 3%, and another percent will be automatically
deducted when revenues in the Education Trust Fund reach a trigger point
Your First Application that is set in the bill, which is expected to occur as soon as the next fiscal
year.

Safety provisions have been put in place to ensure that education dollars
are protected as the $300 million tax cut goes into effect, and we remain
dedicated to fully funding our K-12 public schools, community colleges, and
public universities at all times.

Get the most out of _ -
K Once lawmakers were briefed on our proposal, support for it spread like
yo u r Iawn th |S Su m m e r_ wildfire. AII.35 members of the Alabama Senate agreed to serve as spon-

sors along with 100 of the 105 members of the House. | am told by many
longtime State House observers that no major bill of such significance has
ever achieved the same unanimous and bipartisan support.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! Qur success in cutting the grocery tax demo_nstrate§ what can be accom-

plished if we stay true to our conservative beliefs, build consensus among

1 866 49 5 13 6 7 lawmakers, and have the courage to attempt to accomplish what many say
can’t be done.

But the job is only half-complete, and work still lies ahead as | am deter-
ual plan. Special pric i for first Lawn appication only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay o mined and fully committed to abolishing the grocery tax altogether.

PPy tmr IyVId tptpthG s. Ava Ib\tyf Vic my ybyggphyNttb mb dwth din
conjunction with any other offer or discount. Addt I t t s may apply. Consumer respon: bl for all sales t TPur h of a \I wn plan
required forTruGreen Lawn Assessment, which is performed at the first visit. *Guarantee applies to ual plan ers only. BBB redited since
07/01/2012. ©2023 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B- 1380 B 0127 B-i 0200 B-i 0151

Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !
Be Part of Feeding America!

Production wages start at $17.25/hr up to $20/hr

(Including incentive)
Apply in person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Advancement opportunities, Night Shift Premium Pay,
,1”’ 401K Retirement, Paid Holidays
and Vacations.

pilgrims y

EOE-AA-F-M-V-D




Russellville

% FAMILY DENTISTRY

Mike McLeary, DDS

Mike McLeary, DDS

Russellville Dental Care is now
Russellville Family Dentistry.
We welcome Dr. McLeary
to Russellville. We are
honoring all “Smile With Us”
plans purchased through
Russellville Dental Care.

256.332.6073

510 Engle Dr. SE
Mon., Tue., Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2
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Phillips Bears in weeks one and two.

Both Shoals and Phillips were close games last year. The Wildcats
defeated the Flames, 28-14, and lost to the Bears, 37-22.

The Wildcats will also play a Jamboree game against Decatur Heritage
on August 18th.

“| feel great about the upcoming season. This is only my second season
with the Wildcats and I'm still working on implementing a winning culture
here. Our main goal is to compete in our region and | feel like we can do
that,” Hamilton said.

PEST CONTROL

PREDATOR
2 PEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”
Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055 _

Don’t forget to visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Southwood Gardens Apartments

Are you looking for an apartment that is closer to Walmart, the grocery
stores, drug stores, and doctors? Are you 55 years of age or older draw-
ing disability or 62 or older, if you are, then Southwood Gardens
Apartments is where you need to be!! Besides being close to Walmart,
we are also close to all surrounding churches and businesses!

Rent is based on income. Water is furnished, you only pay electric!
Apartments are 1 bedroom on ground level furnished with: Carpet,
Blinds, Central Heat & Air, Stove, Refrigerator, Laundry room onsite, and
Maintenance on call.

Southwood Gardens Apartments are accepting applications. We have
some vacant apartments now. If you are interested or know of someone
who is, please send them our way.

We have new Management!
Apply at Russellville Housing Authority

Monday-Thursday
8:00am-4:30pm
73 Flippen St
Russellville, Al 35653

(256) 332-1561

“Owner does not discriminate against
persons with disabilites.”

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY




“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle” |

256-332-5440
156255 Hwy 43 _—
Russellville AT

EyeCareProfessionals

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE ‘

GENERAC
CALL NOW BEFORE THE | Check out
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(256) 860-0660 our
website!

7-year Extended Warranty*
- A $735 Value!

GENERAC

Russellville BN EN I Y- ST
(GGas Board Rebates & Financing
2563325050 Financing Availahle

Loan Features:

) * Can finance 100% of * No prepayment penalty
Space = installation costs * Must use licensed
* Monthly loan payment contractor
Hfb“'“ o - added to utility bill * Available to residential
$30C /?f{ e * Quick approval process owner-occupied
R * Fixed rate loan terms are  single-family and duplex
available up to 6 years homes
Clothes -~
ik et Home Water ’ou |
High efficiency. less wrinkling  when preparing maaks ﬂ

Units

Supsriar baating ta bring warmb and
confart fo your home

and economeeal drying for your family and

"1| 5 - friamds ;
o
: : Rebate

Reliable hot water .

far your hamae '
rl;““ Rebate ‘ . \H_..r

$800



The Russellville City Board of Education approved a $1.055 million
loan at a short meeting
July 10th.

The 10-year term loan
from CB&S Bank will be
used for the purchase of

nine new school buses.

The approved signers
for the loan will be RCS

Superintendent Heath

Grimes and Chief
Financial Officer Lisa
Witt.

Board member Greg
Batchelor abstained
from the vote.

Funding for buses from
the State of Alabama is
provided for the first 10
years a new bus goes

into service through a

Russellville Airport
state formula used to
calculate fleet funds per

(256) 436-0465
school system.

After 10 years, Grimes explained, a bus rolls off fleet renewal and is
no longer funded by the state, as was the case with nine buses that will
be replaced.

“If you keep a bus for 11 years, the system no longer receives funds
for it, so these nine buses are rolling off through the fleet renewal,”
Grimes said. “We may keep two or three of them and sell the other ones
either to another system that needs them and doesn't have the fleet

ETAILING s
v '“'M\“G

Brandon Seay, Owner
13365 Hwy. 243

Franklin Free Press at GI's!!!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 4a - 7p

GROCERY

FISHING
SUPPLIES
DELI
256-332-1324

@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates

&< Ethanol-Free Gas

&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses

&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

renewal funds we have, or they could be sold to a salvage yard.”

The new buses will be
fuel-powered Grimes
said. The school system P | .
purchased 10 propane 'I' S i'
buses a few years ago, es O U I On S
taking advantage of i & L,
grant funding and rebate ) A\ e
incentives specifically for g
propane buses.

These 10 propane
buses remain the only
ones of their kind among
the school system's 30
bus fleet.

“(Transportation
Director) Alan Wilson
took advantage of grants
and rebates available at

Control
vemeswnywepu- | 256-332-4008

but we haven't seen enough benefit to change over our entire fleet to
propane,” Grimes said.

In other agenda items, the board:

--approved the employment of Sarah Brock as a teacher at West
Elementary School and the voluntary transfer of Challice Langston from
part-time retired instructional coach at Russellville Middle School to part-
time retired teacher at West.

The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Board of Education will
be Tuesday, July 18th at 8 a.m.

Pest & osquilo

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns, cartoon panels, letters to the editor,
recipes and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Miranda Decker, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE
Comprehensive Adult

Health Care

Rus_se_llville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653
Mon-Thur

256-332-1120 8-

Village at Oiiver Place

Apariments & Townhomes
Water included starting at:

205.993.5005. « Pike Avenue * Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546
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‘BARNWELL, From Page 9

too. | need to be around more on Saturdays and spend time with my
family. My oldest son is at the University of Alabama now and my
younger son is a junior in high school. It was just the right time.”

Barnwell said he notified school personnel about his decision last
month, but was asked to stay a few additional weeks.

“I told (PCHS Principal) Bart Moss I'm trying to do the correct thing for
you and these kids. They need to have their new coach there this sum-
mer and start learning with him,” Barnwell said.

Barnwell is expected to join the Haleyville High School coaching staff
as a receivers coach. He will also teach history at Haleyville. Barnwell
said he could not comment on his next teaching/coaching move

Shoals Primary Care
welcomes

Dr. Zaman h@
Shah

to the practice
in Sheffield

.'
vy

A

Board certified in Internal Medicine,
Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
a close family member of Dr. Syed.

He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins are Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

342 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

361231-1

because no board of education has yet approved his hiring.

Barnwell's coaching record over his five years at Phil Campbell was
26-27, by far the best record since Jimmy Pounders went 6-5 in his one
season as Phil Campbell head coach in 1996.

The Bobcats posted winning records the past three seasons, reach-
ing the playoffs as well. Last season's team went 7-4, as did the 2021
Bobcats. In 2020, the team went 6-5.

Competing in Class 3A, Region 8, Barnwell's most recent region
records were 3-3 (2022, 2020) and 5-1 (2021).

As an assistant coach, Barnwell said his role will be diminished from
that of a head coach, which is what he wanted while his sons are still
in school.

“I'm not finished coaching. | hope my career as a head coach isn't
over, but it was time for me to make that decision after this past school
year ended,” Barnwell said. “I literally watch film 12 months a year. We
try to devise our plans based on what our players can do.

“We don't get to recruit players we get into our system so we're con-
stantly devising systems to fit the personnel we have. It's a fluid
process due to injuries, graduation, kids moving to other schools and
kids changing positions,” he added.

As for the future of Phil Campbell football, Barnwell said he's opti-
mistic the program will continue to improve under a new head coach.

“The cupboard is not bare. There's a lot of talent out there with those
kids. | poured my heart and soul into this program the past five years,
and at times, I've felt | didn't have a lot more to give to the program,”
Barnwell said.

“That's not fair to our players, or to everyone involved in the commu-
nity with this program if | can't continue to give absolutely 100 percent.
I'll always be appreciative to Mr. Hamilton and the Franklin County
Board of Education for giving me this opportunity at Phil Campbell,” he
said.

GIFT CARDS
Available

.
@ N
. -
> :T‘
5

e

/ Reiki Practitioner Il e

256.332.4220

Creative Image Salon
7129 Hwy 43 * Spruce Pine




THE GREAT
AMERICAN
OUTDOORS

Are closer than you think

From cleanup to DIY projects, hardworking
tools from STIHL put the Great American
Outdoors within easy reach.

REAL STIHL. FIND YOURS.

HSA 45 saTTERY h 16 bart | —
HEDGE TRIMMER BG 50 MS 170 MS 250

HANDHELD BLOWER CHAIN SAW CHAIN SAW
$149.99 $159.99 $199.99 $399.99
i % A % W 1L 8. 0.8 & 1 L. 0.0 . ¢ 1L 8.0.8.8 .1

| fgheweight and sy toiEa’ "Powerful and lightweight." "It starts easily and runs great." "A great value and dependable.”
. Haardh -Kevin2376 -Dick44 - Holly501

KIEL EQUIPMENT

14696 Highway 43

Russellville, AL * 256.332.6776
KIELEQUIPMENT.COM

All prices are DSRP at participating dealers while supplies last. ‘The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective
cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at
STIHLdealers.com.®2022 STIHL
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