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Commission awards $9 million
broadhand grant to
Freedom Fiber

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Franklin County Commission
unanimously approved a resolution
that incorporates a bid from Freedom
Fiber to complete broadband build
out across the county's unserved
and underserved areas at the com-
mission's July 17th meeting.

Freedom Fiber, a subsidiary of
Tombigbee Electric Cooperative, is
already heavily involved in broad-
band build out to rural Franklin
County. The $5 million grant allocat-
ed by the Franklin County

Commission comes from funds
received through the American
Rescue Plan Act, a federal COVID-
19 grant program that injected bil-
lions into local and state govern-
ments.

The commission followed the rec-
ommendation of a review team, com-
prised of Commissioners Chris
Wallace, Joseph Baldwin, County
Administrator Leah Mansell and
Franklin County IT Director Jim Hill.

Moore thanked the members of the
review team, along with Investing in
Alabama Counties, a subsidiary of
the  Association of  County

See ‘COMMISSION,’ Page 7

Gounty coaching changes
aplenty for new school year

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

With four resignations recently from
varsity head coaches at Franklin
County Schools, Superintendent
Greg Hamilton and the principals at
the system's high schools have been
busy conducting interviews to fill the
vacancies as the school year
approaches.

Phil Campbell coaches Greg
Winstead (softball) and Kevin
Barnwell (football), along with Vina's
Luke Childers (football) and
Tharptown's Jacob Hamilton (foot-
ball) all had their resignations
approved by the Franklin County
Board of Education at its July 11th
meeting.

SINGING RIVER

Crm very much impressed by how

professional, courteous and caring the
staff is. | have complete confidence in
Singing River! Dr. Orr was SO helpful
and the Dental Assistants are
exceptional!
This Dental Firm
exceeded expectations. 22

-Marc Patterson, Google Review

has DEFINITELY

While Jacob Hamilton's resignation
and transfer to a teaching position at
Phil Campbell High School was a
precursor to his being named the
Bobcats' new varsity football coach,
both Childers' and Barnwell's resig-
nations were unexpected according
to Hamilton.

“‘Any time you get a resignation in
July, especially for a football coach,
it's unexpected,” Hamilton said.
“We'll have someone in place next
week in both positions at Vina and
Phil Campbell, subject to board
approval.”

Hamilton said he expected to have
'several qualified candidates' for the
three positions, with a priority on pro-
moting from within Franklin County
Schools faculty.

See ‘COACHES,’ Page 5
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Bowen
Family

Dentist
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~_and cremation spaces. All may be
purchased at need or pre-need to include

- the burial vault and bronze memorial.

Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

Carolyn Atkins Porter
2710 Waterloo Road ¢ 256.332.2115

—

€ £

I n Memory of our loved ones...
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Barry Eugene Cummings, age 57, of Tuscumbia,
passed away on Wednesday, July 12, 2023. Spry
Memorial Chapel assisted the family.

GIFT. CARDS
Avatlable
' SY0) Evelyn Williams, age 76, of Muscle Shoals, passed
away on Wednesday, July 12, 2023. Spry Memorial
Chapel assisted the family.

T ; assage Therapist LMT #1495 Minnie Jean Bean, age 80, of Russellville, passed
7 Reiki Practitioner Il away July 15, 2023. Pinkard Funeral Home assisted
the family.
"’“b‘m"’/ 256.332.4220 James D. Johnson, 99, passed away on July 14,
A ags sxon 2023. Akins Funeral Home assisted the family.

7129 Hwy 43 - Spruce Pine

e Single Membership
$39/Mo. (6 Mo.)
or $33/Mo. (12 mo.)
o Student, Couple,
Family Memberships
e 24 hr. Gym & Tanning
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Enrolimeng

256-331-9003
24465 Hwy 24 RUSSELLVILLE
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connecting the way to a better future

Tombigbee Communications is
building in Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712
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Vacation Bible School
July 23-28 » 6-8 PM

(Dinner Provided)

Classes for All Ages!
ace Baptist Church

) FRANKLIN DISCOUNT

N DRUGS '

In Phil Camphell! 205-993-4554

Mon.-Fri. 9-6
3145 Hwy 237
Phil Campbeli

Next to Phil Campbell  Owner/Pharmacist
High School Wes Mayfield



Internal Medicine

" John Almirol, M.D.

“Over 22 Years Caring
for Franklin County.”
Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00
EXENEESTEEe) Friday: 8:30-12:00

Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,

A Almiros 14

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing
and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
| 256.331.1900

“Healthy Living
IS
Happy Living!”

Introducing:
Dr. Christopher
Rankin

* Primary Care Physician
» Medical Check-Ups & Consultations
* Health Screenings

256.331.2700
16225 Hwy 43 « Suite |

.l RUSSELLVILLE
l' HOSPITAL

,,MN ((C/\RSS
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04 Chevy Tahoe 06 Chevy Impala
$1800 Down $1200 Down
06 Ford Focus 05 GMC Envoy
$1000 Down $1200 Down
12 Ford Fusion 14 Kia Soul

$2000 Down
02 Lexus ES

$1500 Down

$1000 Down
12 Ford Escape

$2000 Down
elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979  256.710.3711

PUBLIC AUCTION

Town Hill Mini Storage

14254 Highway 43
Russellville, Al. 35653

Notice is hereby given that on August 5, 2023, from 9 a.m. To 12
p.m,., units will be sold by sealed bid.

Tenant may satisfy their indebtedness prior to the time of sale.
Will be able to inspect units and bid on this date.
All units have miscellaneous items, furniture and boxes.

Units located at 14254 Hwy. 43:
--(6) Edward Cox
--(16) George Hammock
--(50) Ronnie Sanderson
--(53) Timothy Washington
--(70) Herood Mondesir
--(141) James Garrett
--(1) Earling Glenn

Units located at 524 St. Clair:
--(23) Destiny Murray
--(25) Shelia Bean
--(26) Cinderella Borden

Units located at 900 Scotty Moore Drive:
--(27) Judy Taylor
--(8) Alfred Vigil

Franklin Free Press July 19 and July 26, 2023
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“In today's climate, you just try to find the best leader you can for your pro-
gram. It's always good to promote from within if you can,” Hamilton said.

Hamilton disputed a statement published in the July 12th Franklin Free
Press from Barnwell saying he told Hamilton of his intention to resign at the
end of the spring 2023 semester. But the focus now is to fill the vacancies
vacancies with qualified candidates who want to be there.

On Monday, Hamilton was named varsity football coach at Phil Campbell.
Hamilton will also serve as the school's strength and conditioning coach
across all athletic programs.

His coaching experience includes football and track and field coach at
Tharptown, and he was an assistant football coach at Phil Campbell,
Deshler and Carbon Hill High Schools. He is a Phil Campbell native.

After the vacant Phil Campbell softball position was posted for the required
period, the board hired Jason Lindsey to lead the program. Lindsey, a sixth
grade math teacher at Phil Campbell Elementary School, also coaches jun-
ior high boys basketball.

He previously coached softball at Cherokee High School and has experi-
ence coaching travel softball with the Kraze/Vexus organization, according
to PCHS Principal Bart Moss.

Lindsey and his wife Heather have two children, Jaci and Judson.

Phil Campbell special education teacher and former assistant baseball
coach Giriffin Harris was hired to lead the Bobcat varsity baseball team. He
succeeds Jonathan Raper, who resigned last month and was tabbed as
Belgreen High School's first varsity football coach.

As a dominant pitcher at Phil Campbell, Harris was an integral part of a
team that reached consecutive Class 3A state championships, finishing
both as runner-up.

Harris previously served as varsity baseball coach at Tharptown High
School, where he led the Wildcats to a Franklin County Championship. He
served as assistant coach to Raper and was part of the coaching staff of
the 2021 Class 3A state championship team that has four consecutive trips
to the Final Four.

Harris also played baseball at the collegiate level for Northwest-Shoals
Community College.

Several Franklin County varsity baseball coaches, Donovan Hand (Red
Bay) and Nathan Vincent (Belgreen) and Harris continued their playing
careers beyond the high school level.

“If you look at our baseball coaches across the country, the pedigree is
pretty high. Several played college baseball, with one playing professional-
ly,” Hamilton said.

Red Bay's new varsity softball coach is Gary Blackburn. Julianna Potts
takes over the Belgreen varsity volleyball program. Joseph Brown is the
new varsity boys and girls soccer coach at Tharptown, where the soccer
program is fast building a winning tradition.

Julianna Taylor is the new Phil Campbell varsity volleyball coach and
assistant softball coach. She will teach Physical Education at Phil Campbell
High School.

Taylor comes to Phil Campbell from Class 7A Austin High School, where
she was head middle school volleyball coach and assistant varsity volleyball
coach. She's also coached travel softball in the Huntsville/Decatur area.

She played college volleyball at Blue Mountain College in Mississippi.
She's a graduate of Phillips High School where she was a standout athlete
and cheerleader.

Taylor's grandfather, the late Kenneth Taylor, was a former PCHS princi-
pal, according to Moss.

Please send your guest columns and other cre-
ative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Brent Hurd, DO
OBGYN

Brandie Garner, CRNP
Women's Health
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A Russellville High School graduate continues to serve her country
as a sailor in the United States Navy
while also advancing her naval
career as she works toward a spe-
cialist qualification on board the USS
Boxer.

Nelda Otzoy, RHS Class of 2015,
serves as an Operations Specialist
2nd Class aboard the Boxer, a
Wasp-class amphibious assault ship
homeported in San Diego, Ca.

Otzoy has been preparing and
studying for the Enlisted Surface
Warfare Specialist test while continu-
ing her daily work schedule on the
ship. The ESWS is a qualification
program that emphasizes general
competency of knowledge in all facets of the ship.

After graduating from RHS, Otzoy received an ambassador scholar-
ship from Northwest-Shoals Community College.

In high school, she was a member of Franklin County Junior
Leadership, Educational Talent Search, Spanish Club, Future Business
Leaders of America, Student Council, the Marching One Hundred,
Christian Students United and the Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corps.

She is the daughter of Jorge Otzoy. Her grandparents are Antonio
Otzoy and Nicolasa Otzoy.

COURTESY PHOTO

Dr. Kelly's B
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

256.332.0255

EVENTS OF INTEREST « FAMILY REUNIONS « PLAYS * CHURCH GATHERINGS « EDUCATIONAL - CLUB MEETINGS

HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUP-

PLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN ALA-
BAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT
REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO
CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530
PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF SENIOR

The Foster Grandparent Program is seeking volunteers ages 55 and older

to help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and schools.
Volunteers will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement. We have openings
for several schools for the coming school year. Please call 256-332-6800 for an appli-
cation.

shaKiran serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and
human trafficking across Alabama. Their vision is to be a ‘ray of
hope’ by bridging the gap between service providers and culturally diverse
communities. Their 24-hour crisis line number is 1-800-793-3010. Learn more
about AshaKiran by visiting www.ashakiranonline.org. Consultations are free
and confidential, and available in 45 different languages.
he Senior Center at Phil Campbell is under new management. The
Town of Phil Campbell would like to invite and encourage everyone
in their area 60 years and older to come be a part of the group. This is for men
and women. They meet at the Phil Campbell Community Center Monday thru
Friday from 8 a.m.-noon. A delicious lunch is served around 11 a.m. Come on
out and join in on the games or just sit and have a cup of coffee and socialize!
y Father’s House Ministries will host Kids’ Crusade, July 26-
28, 2023, from 6-8 p.m., nightly at the church located at 104
East Lawrence St. in Russellville. There will be food, games, teaching and
singing, with a Bouncy House Friday night. For more information or a ride,
call 256-460-1376.
North Russellville Baptist Church invites you to a night of wor-
ship with Ascension, on Sunday, July 23, 2023, at 5 p.m. The
church is located at 1401 Waterloo Road, Russellville.
hristmas in July: The residents of Terrace Manor Nursing Home
are asking for toy donations for Christmas in July! These toys
will be donated to the Dream Center in Russellville for their annual
Christmas give away in December. Please donate your unwrapped gift for a
boy or girl by August 1st. The drop box is located in the front lobby of
Terrace Manor Nursing Home, 390 Underwood Road, Russellville. Thank
you so much!
he Long Term Care Ombudsman'’s job is to protect the rights of
Residents of long term care facilities, including Nursing Homes,
Assisted Living Facilities, and Specialty Care Assisted Living Facilities. The
Ombudsman works to ensure that the Residents receive fair treatment and
quality care. Anyone can contact the Ombudsman to report long term care
problems or to request information about long term care facilities in
Franklin, Colbert, Lauderdale, Marion and Winston Counties. For more
information please contact Tina Pitt, local Ombudsman, at 256-389-0533.
ifeSouth Community Blood Center will host a blood drive at
Russellville Hospital on THURSDAY, AUGUST 10TH, 2023 from
10:00 AM to 6:00 PM.. LifeSouth is the primary supplier of blood products
to Russellville Hospital. Please contact Deborah Lindsey to schedule an
appointment at 256-332-8676 or by email at deborah.lindsey@russellville-
hospital.org. Please be sure to bring your photo ID when you donate.
Everyone who signs up to donate will receive a free T-shirt, an appetizer
card from Texas Roadhouse, a free cookie dough card from Papa Murphy’s
and a free meal ticket from Russellville Hospital. All donors will receive a
free cholesterol screening. We will also be giving away DOOR PRIZES!
omecoming, Singing and Revival at Siloam Missionary Baptist
Church, 1657 Hwy. 60, Russellville, Alabama. Homecoming
and dinner on Sunday, July 23. Dinner right after morning service with
singing following at 1:30 p.m. with the Harville Family from Moulton,
Alabama. No services that night. Revival begins Monday night, July 24
through Friday, July 28 at 7:00 p.m. each night with Bro. Redmond Talley.
Everyone invited.

Have an event we can help publicize?
Call us at 256-332-0255.
For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us online at www.franklin-
freepress.net. Send your letters to the editor and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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Commissions of Alabama, and Sain & Associates, a consulting firm
hired to work with the IAC to help county commissions navigate the use
of federal grant funds for broadband.

When the application period for internet service providers to submit
bids for the ARPA funds ended, the only bid received was from Freedom
Fiber.

Commissioners voted last year to commit $5 million to broadband
expansion in Franklin County. The commission was guided through the
process of spending ARPA funds on broadband by the Investing in
Alabama Counties, or IAC, formed by the Association of County
Commissions of Alabama.

Franklin County Probate Judge Barry Moore said the bid process was
consistent with the way other services are bid out.

“This matter was handled like any other competitive process performed
by the county,” Moore said last week.

Freedom Fiber's unique business model includes last-mile, reliable,
affordable broadband internet. What separates the company from other
ISPs is its willingness to build infrastructure to supply even the most
remote addresses in its service area.

“The county commission has had the goal of broadband coverage
across Franklin County for a long time,” Moore said. “Today, we are get-
ting closer to that goal. This will benefit our citizens for many years to
come. This is an investment for the future of Franklin County.”

Freedom Fiber Operations Manager, Nick Tucker, attended Monday's
meeting along with Tombigbee CFO Matilda Harrison. With the $5 million
grant award, Tucker said his company will complete its broadband build
out to all of Franklin County with the exception of the City of Russellville
and a small area of northwest Franklin County, including Pleasant Site,
although there is a grant application pending that would take care of that
northwest section if awarded.

Tucker said Freedom Fiber has the 'vision and desire' to come to the
City of Russellville, the most densely populated part of Franklin County,
but there would have to be some discussions' before that can be done.

Where €Everybody
Knows Jour Ilame...

‘__'\v
st - - e —

FREE Local Delivery
FREE Curbside Assistance

Mail Order Delivery*

The company is averaging 600-650 new Franklin County customers
per month. All other municipalities (Phil Campbell, Red Bay, Hodges and
Vina) are or will soon be serviced by Freedom Fiber.

The commission's resolution calls for a funding agreement to be draft-
ed that will stagger payments as additional parts of the county broad-
band build out are completed. That funding agreement will be presented
at a later meeting to the commission for its consideration.

In other agenda items, the commission:

--reappointed Commissioner Joseph Baldwin to be the county's ACCA
legislative committee member.

--approved a quote for a loan from Valley State Bank for the purchase
of two dump trucks for the Franklin County Solid Waste Department. The
loan amount is $427,000, at 4.04% interest over 60 months.

--tabled the hiring of a Corrections Officer/Dispatcher with the Franklin
County Sheriff's Office.

--heard a report that the Franklin County Solid Waste Management
Plan, after a legal review, is in compliance with state law. The review
was made by the law firm of Balch and Bingham.

--submitted the name of Brent Jeffreys to serve on the Franklin County
Board of Equalization.

--heard a presentation from Passion Human Resources Consulting
regarding a compensation study, including job descriptions and updated
personnel policies. The matter was tabled due to there being other pro-
posals for the commission to consider.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us online
at www.franklinfreepress.net.

Franklin schools announce registration dates
for 2023-24 school year
John Pilati

Franklin Free Press

With the start of a new school year fast approaching for Franklin County
students, several schools have announced registration dates and times for
students.

The new school year begins Tuesday, August 8th for Franklin County
Schools.

Registration information and other important dates for Belgreen High
School, Tharptown Elementary School and Phil Campbell High School are
as follows:

--Phil Campbell High School: Wednesday, July 26, 2023. 12th grade at 8
a.m., 11th grade at 9 a.m., 10th grade at 10 a.m., 9th grade at 11 a.m., 8th
grade at 1 p.m., and 7th grade at 2 p.m.

Students will not be allowed to register earlier than these allotted times.

Lockers are $15 and parking permits $20. No student will be allowed to
park on campus without a permit. Students must bring their driver's license
and proof of insurance in order to purchase a parking permit.

Parking spots and locker locations will be sold on a first-come, first-serve
basis.

--Belgreen High School: Wednesday, July 26, 2023. Seniors 8-9 a.m.,
Juniors 9-10 a.m., Sophomores 10-11 a.m., Freshmen 11a.m.-Noon, 1-2
p.m., 8th grade and 2-3 p.m., 7th grade.

Parking decals are $20 and student must have a copy of his or her driver's
license and a copy of a current insurance card. Locker cost is $15.

On July 27th, new students who have enrolled this summer may pick up
their schedules from 9 a.m.-Noon.

Back to School Night is August 3, 2023, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. More infor-
mation will be sent later.

--Tharptown Elementary School: Registration for kindergarten and first
grade will be Monday, July 24th. Kindergarten from 8-11 a.m., and first
grade from Noon-3 p.m.

Registration for second, third and fourth grade will be Tuesday, July 25th.
Second grade from 8-11 a.m., and third/fourth grade from Noon-3 p.m.

Fifth and sixth grade registration is set for July 26th, from 8-11 for both
grades.

Meet the Teacher Night and Parent Meetings will take place Thursday,
August 3 from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
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PERSONAL TRAINER
Personal Touch Fitness

Weight Training - Abdominal Routine
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Fitness Specialist
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Submitted

My name is Barry Moore and | am seeking re-election to the office of Franklin
County Probate Judge, a position | have truly come to respect and enjoy over the
past 17 years because of my ability to help my fellow citizens as a member of our
local government.

Because | have lived in Franklin County all my life and my roots run deep in this
area, | have the honor of knowing many of you personally. And during my time serv-
ing as Probate Judge, | have had the opportunity to meet those
| didn’t already know. But for those out there who may not know
me or why | am seeking re-election for this position, let me tell
you a little more about what | do and why this is more than just
a “job” for me.

As Chairman of the Franklin County Commission, one of the
most rewarding projects | have worked on since | was last re-
elected was to bring reliable broadband internet service to our
county. In the times we live in, internet connectivity is essential
to our daily lives. Many people need the internet for work,
school, and for personal daily use in order to connect with their
friends, family, and loved ones. And we saw even more clearly during the global pan-
demic how vital reliable internet service is with so many businesses and services
going virtual and many still maintaining some of these virtual practices even today. |
didn’t want any of our citizens to miss out on opportunities because of where they
lived, so much time has been dedicated to this broadband project. Franklin County
received American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds as a result of the pandemic and
$5 million was pledged to invest in Broadband for Franklin County. We have been
working diligently with Investing in Alabama Counties (IAC) to ensure that the use of
these funds complied with all federal and state requirements. Thanks to the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds, we were able to preserve our citizens’ taxpayer funds
so that they can be used in other areas of county management. It will be exciting to
see the positive benefits of Broadband in the coming months.

But broadband service isn’t the only project | have worked on. | have worked with
federal and state officials to secure funds for the county roads and bridges, not
because it's my job but because | have seen the real-life impact these projects can
have. Hearing from citizens whose roads have been paved or have seen long-time
problems addressed is always rewarding, and it has been a pleasure to work with our
commissioners to make these types of projects a reality. Other projects were com-
pleted through ARC and Community Development Block grants that we worked hard
to secure, and it's been great seeing how much these grants have helped our citizens
as well. Seeking re-election will allow me more time to continue and complete many
of these projects that have already been started and embark on new projects as well.

In the area of law enforcement, it has been an honor to support funding to ensure
our hardworking men and women will be able to operate efficiently to protect the law

abiding citizens of our county, not just because it’s the right thing to do but because |
genuinely care about the safety of our citizens and | believe in our law enforcement
and appreciate what they do. | will always support these men and women as chair-
man of the Franklin County Commission.

When it comes to economic development, seeking re-election will allow me to con-
tinue working hard to support our existing businesses and industries while actively
pursuing new opportunities that will benefit our citizens. There is more work to do in
the creation of jobs and | want to continue to be part of that so our citizens can support
and raise their families here and truly make Franklin County their home.

Under my direction, the Probate Office and County Commission Office will continue
to provide friendly, fast and efficient service to our customers because | believe it is
important to treat those who come in our office the way we would want to be treated
if we were in the same position. We have wonderful staff, and | am thankful for the
jobs each of them do. And as Probate Judge, | will always make fair and unbiased
decisions within the statutes of the law to protect the rights and estates of the citizens
of Franklin County. | believe it's important for our citizens to have someone fair, knowl-
edgeable, and experienced to preside over these situations, and | am certain my
tenure over the past 17 years reflects this.

| continue to be involved in groups and associations outside of the commission,
such as serving on the Budget and Personnel Committee of the Northwest Alabama
Council of Local Governments (NACOLG), serving as an Executive Board Member of
the Northwest Alabama RC&D, serving on the Northwest Shoals Community College
Foundation Board, and serving as a board member of the Bear Creek Development
Authority. | have found that my participating in groups like these has given me access
to important contacts within our state and local governments and has also provided
me with valuable knowledge and experience | can utilize in my own position, which
ultimately benefits our county and citizens.

As has been the case for almost two decades, | will continue to use conservative
values, common sense principles, and my invaluable experience while executing my
duties and responsibilities in this position. | will continue to be a dependable, honest,
and diligent official, and | will continue to make it a priority to represent the working
men and women of Franklin County by listening to their concerns and trying my best
to resolve any issues when possible.

In my personal life, | have been married to Deedra Seale for 31 years and we have
a 23-year-old daughter, Ashton. | graduated from the University of North Alabama in
1990 with a degree in Business Management. | served in the Alabama National Guard
for 23 years, served one year on active duty in Irag and have been a lifelong
Republican. | have been Probate Judge in Franklin County since 2007, and it has
been such a fulfilling and rewarding role.

Being Probate Judge is more than just a job for me — it's a way to give back to a
community I've been part of my whole life, and | would very much appreciate your
support for the Republican nomination during the March 5, 2024 primary.

Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !

Be Part of Feeding America'

\Y

Production wages start at $17.25/hr up to $20/hr

(Including incentive)
Apply in person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,

Advancement opportunities, Night Shift Premium Pay,
401K Retirement, Paid Holidays

and Vacations.

_/

pPilgrims
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BUSINESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES » PETS * APPLIANCES « HELP WANTED « SERVICES * APPLIANCES « CLOTHING * FURNITURE
FOR SALE Rocker Swing Child’s Day curtains, female. Mens/Womens  Cedar Creek 7 a.m.-until
for sale. $25. Bed or House Cream with Two pillow Call 713-299- /Kids. Lots to Subdivision.
Two round Red metal Dog Bed, $40. Wedgewood shams, $20. 9204 between choose from.
wrought iron youth bed, Oblong coffee blue ruffles. Round 11:30-2pm Multi-Family
chairs for sale.  $40. Call 205- table, $50. $10/pr. Call Bedroom Thur. thru Sat. Multi-Family Yard Sale.
$50. Glider 993-5961. Ruffle Priscilla  205-993-5961.  Tablecloth all (6) Yard Sale. Brookewood
to match $20. Fri./Sat., July Subdivision,
Cream with YARD SALE 21/22. 7 a.m.-  off Underwood
Wedgewood until. 408 Road. Fri./Sat.,
u blue ruffles. Multi- Family Duncan Drive, July 21/22.
mp Leleu ne 42 x 82” long. Yard Sale e —
Light blue and 406 N Hall St.
xic Water C|aims cotton lace ruf-  Fri. & Sat. July
- fles, mauve 21st & 22nd
( with cotton Clothes,
fyou or aloved one lived or worked at lace ruffles. shoes, and
Camp LeJuene between 1953 - 1987 and Call 205-993- purses.
suffered a serious health problem or death, 5961. Multi-Family
y.ou may be .entltled to compensation. FREE Yard Sale.
Chemicals'found in the water supply at the base Fri./Sat., July
have been linked to many cancers, ALS, birth Five small kit- 21/22. 7 a.m-2
defects and other illnesses. tens free to p.m. Friendly
L ; good home. Temple
1 Call now for a free case review. Please call Church. 25750
1 334 31 5'2859 256-332-7566. Hwy. 24 West,
) SN, o1 RAGAN 256,332,906+

|+ gldavis@gregdavislaw.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of
legal services performed by other lawyers.

Accident or Breakdown’?
Tell law enforcement you want M & N Towing!

TOWING & SERVICE CENTER

11833 Hwy 43 South ¢ Russellville, AL 35653
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Free Kitten
9 weeks old

Furniture, pic-
tures, clothing
inc.

Trimming * Topping * Removal
Bucket Work « Stump Grinding

256.383.4473Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd « Sheffield, AL
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Inaugural Belgreen FB
schedule has Six games,
with possibility of more

John Pilati
Franklin Fress Press

The inaugural season of Belgreen High
School football features a schedule with six
games, and the possibility of two additional
ones.

Coach Jonathan Raper's Bulldogs are cur-
rently involved in summer workouts, with an
average of 16-20 players participating in the
voluntary workouts.

With a team consisting primarily of 7th, 8th
and 9th graders, Raper hopes an additional
10-15 players will come out for football once
the school year begins on August 8th.

“‘Most of our kids are not yet at the age
where they drive. And you have parents who
work, so it's difficult for them to get here for
summer workouts in the morning or evening,”
Raper said.

As a new football program, Belgreen's first
two seasons are mandated to be non-varsity.
Region realignment will be announced later
this year for the 2024 and 2025 seasons, but
Belgreen will play a schedule primarily con-
sisting of junior high games.

Raper said his junior varsity games would
include a portion of the Shoals Christian
Jamboree and the Vina game. But with
Shoals Christian hiring a new football coach
last week, Raper isn't sure if that will change.

“We're looking at possibly adding two
games to this year's schedule, and | really

See, ‘SCHEDULE,’ page 12

Vargas Roofing &
Home Remodeling
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Shingle & Metal Roofs,
Vinyl Siding, Drywall
and Much More.
Freddy Vargas
256.668.7715

Licensed ¢ Insured * Jeremiah 29:11

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

Griffin Harris, former assistant
coach to Jonathan Raper has
now been hired as the new var-
sity baseball coach at Phil
Campbell High School.

The hiring was approved at the
July 11th Franklin County Board
of Education meeting.

Harrison is a Phil Campbell
graduate and was a standout
athlete for the Bobcats.

“I grew up here and I'm thank-
ful to be back and have the
opportunity to hold the reins to
the program,” Harris said.

Harrison began his career in
2013 as an assistant coach in
2013 at Tharptown High School.
In 2014, Harris was named
Tharptown varsity baseball
coach and held that position for
another year.

Harris then went to work at Phil
Campbell where he assisted
Raper for eight seasons. Harris
was part of a coaching staff that
led the Bobcats to a Class 3A
state title in 2021, four straight

i
COURTESY PHOTO

Griffin Harris with wife Aleah and sons Beau and Brody.

final four appearances and multiple consecutive area and Franklin County championships.

See, ‘HARRIS,’ Page 13

Hamilton named varsity foothall coach at Phil Gamphbell

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The July 11th Franklin County Board of
Education meeting proved to be a personnel
bonanza full of new hires and moves. One of
those moves involved former Tharptown varsi-
ty football coach Jacob Hamilton, who was
transferred to Phil Campbell High School

Hamilton was Tharptown's varsity football
coach last season. Hamilton has now taken
over as the head football coaching job at Phil
Campbell High School, a move that was for-
mally announced Monday evening.

“It's always hard leaving a place because you
develop so many relationships with kids and
you really start to get things going your way. |
always try to work as hard as | can,” Hamilton
said.

“It's hard to leave a place that you're trying to
build up, but at the end of the day you have to

do what'’s best for you,” Hamilton added.

Hamilton’s coaching tenure at Tharptown
started with him taking the job just one month
before the season started.

“I'm excited to take over as Phil Campbell
head coach. | was an assistant to (Coach
Kevin) Barnwell when these juniors and sen-
iors were 7th and 8th graders. | know these
kids well and | know what to expect. They
know my process,” Hamilton said.

Hamilton is entering his fifth year of coach-
ing. He inherits a team that has a history of a
winning mindset. Phil Campbell has reached
the Class 3A playoffs three consecutive years.

“‘We’re gonna outwork everyone. We are
going to practice for perfection,” Hamilton said.

Hamilton has served as an assistant football
coach at Phil Campbell, Deshler and Carbon
Hill High Schools. He's a Phil Campbell native
and he attended Phil Campbell High School.

Hamilton was recommended by Phil

See, ‘HAMILTON,’ page 13
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FAM I lv DENTISTHY think we might pick up at least one of those,” Raper said. “We've got two
schools saying they'll try to work us in for a JV game, so we could have up
_— to four, but I'm just not sure at this point.”
M i ke McLea D DS Raper said he expects scheduling for the 2024 season to be easier, as
ry! teams will be realigned by the AHSAA so everyone will be looking to sched-
ule games for the next two years.

Raper's coaching staff will include Colby Cox, Dustan King, Collier
Cantrell, Nathan Vincent and volunteer assistant Tynes Channell.

While this year's schedule calls for all road games, Franklin County
Superintendent of Education Greg Hamilton said Belgreen's stadium would
be ready in advance of the 2024 school year. Hamilton said he expects the
state-of-the-art turf to be delivered and installed this month.

Belgreen's schedule so far includes.

August 17: 7 p.m. (Jamboree) at Shoals Christian
August 29: 7 p.m. At Cherokee

September 5: 7 p.m. At luka

September 11/12: Open

PEST CONTROL
PREDATOR

“The Insect Predator”
Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

&0 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

“The/William 1. Favier'Estate”

ONLINHESTATEAUGHTION

2340 Jackson Hwy; Tuscumbia; AL

Russe"vi"e Dental Care |s now BEGINS CLOSING AT 6:00PM TllESIlAY, JULY 25TH
12 Acres +/- with Double Wide & Older Home

Russellville Family Dentistry. SOLD IN (2) INDIVIDUAL TRACTS ONLY!
We welcome Dr. McLeary % o e S Ay
to Russellville. We are
honoring all “Smile With Us”
plans purchased through
Russellville Dental Care.

256.332.6073

510 Engle Dr. SE
Mon., Tue., Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2

GALL SHANE ALBRIGHT AUGTIONS FOR MORE INF0 236-751-6398
> Shane Albright Auctions
ad Shane Albright Owner/ Broker/ Auctioneer AL#1569 TN#5431

MZSG-'EI-M

6508 US-72, Killen, Alabama 35645
Office Number: 256-757-8898
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“I've been coaching these kids so they know the process that |
expect,” Harris said.

The hiring was recommended to the board by PCHS Principal

Bart Moss.

“Harris was an obvi-
ous and easy choice for
me. Harris’s resume
was second to none.
He has had champi-
onship experience as a
player and champi-
onship experience as
an assistant coach and
as a head coach. He
won the county champi-
onship at Tharptown as
the head coach. He has
exactly what Phil
Campbell needed. He is
also a teacher and that
means a lot to me. He
knows the kids and he
knows how they act in
class and the hallways
and can hold them
accountable,” Moss
said.

The hire was recommended to the board by Franklin County
Superintendent of Education Greg Hamilton.

“Harris has been an important part of the coaching staff for many
years. He is a former college player and had success at Tharptown
as a head coach. | expect the same result as Phil Campbell's head
coach,” Hamilton said.

Franklin Free Press at GI's!!!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 4a - 7p

GROCERY

FISHING
SUPPLIES
DELI
256-332-1324

@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates

&< Ethanol-Free Gas

&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses

Brandon Seay, Owner
13365 Hwy. 243
Russellville Airport

(256) 436-0465

&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24

Harris inherits a squad
that graduated 12 sen- .
iors last season. He will
be playing with a young PeSt SOl Utl On S
team. _

“Our team is young, ’ (3 -
but these guys have
seen some of the most
successful teams come
through and | think all of
them are ready to step
up and contribute,”
Harris said.

Pest & osquito
Control
256-332-4008

‘HAMILTON, From Page 11

Campbell principal Bart Moss after the interview process last week.
‘I knew he would get the kids motivated. Hamilton is a football guy. He

knows the game and one of the things | was most impressed by was his
knowledge of strength and conditioning. He prepares the kids for the
season well,” Moss said.

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest
columns, cartoon panels, letters to the editor, recipes

Miranda Decker, M.D.

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Comprehensive Adult
Health Care

Rus_se_llville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653
Mon-Thur

256-332-1120 8-

Village at Oiiver Place

Apariments & Townhomes
Water included starting at:

2 BR 3430 * 3BR:$505
A\ RN

205.993.5005. « Pike Avenue * Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546 é\_
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Franklin County BOE fills six varsity coaching positions

John Pilati
Franjklin Free Press

The Franklin County Board of Education had a jam-packed agenda at
its July 11th meeting, which saw the board approve 43 personnel
moves, including accepting the resignations of four varsity head coach-
es.

Greg Winstead, varsity softball coach at Phil Campbell High School,
Luke Childers, varsity football coach at Vina High School, Jacob
Hamilton, varsity football coach at Tharptown High School and Kevin
Barnwell, varsity football coach at Phil Campbell, each saw their resig-
nation letters approved by the board.

Six coaching positions were filled at the July 11th meeting. They
included: Gary Blackburn, Red Bay varsity softball coach, Julianna
Potts, varsity volleyball coach, Belgreen, Joseph Brown, varsity boys
and girls soccer coach, Tharptown, Jason Lindsey, varsity softball
coach Phil Campbell and Griffin Harris, varsity baseball coach Phil
Campbell.

Other personnel moves approved by the board included:

--Resignation: Rosanne Hogan, PCES teacher.

--Employment: Mallorie Simmons, Child Nutrition Program Assistant
Belgreen, Tiffany Posey, Child Nutrition Program Assistant PCES,
Christian Presley, Child Nutrition Program Assistant, Tharptown,
Julianna Potts, English Language Arts Teacher, Belgreen, John
Johnson, History Teacher, Tharptown, Ryan Champion, Billy Fell,
Regina McKinney, Deedra Raper, Bus Drivers, Franklin County
Schools, Cody Renfrow, Special Education Teacher, Vina, Julianna
Taylor, PE Teacher, PCHS, Stephanie Phillips, Elementary Teacher,
PCES, Stacy Gallos, Elementary Teacher, PCES, Caitlin Maijala, Pre-
K Auxiliary Teacher, Tharptown, Brooks Harris, Assistant Principal, TES
and Kylie Dippenworth, Elementary Teacher, TES.

--Transfers: Jonathan Jones, from Teacher at Vina High School to

Southwood Gardens Apartments

Are you looking for an apartment that is closer to Walmart, the grocery
stores, drug stores, and doctors? Are you 55 years of age or older draw-
ing disability or 62 or older, if you are, then Southwood Gardens
Apartments is where you need to be!! Besides being close to Walmart,
we are also close to all surrounding churches and businesses!

Rent is based on income. Water is furnished, you only pay electric!
Apartments are 1 bedroom on ground level furnished with: Carpet,
Blinds, Central Heat & Air, Stove, Refrigerator, Laundry room onsite, and
Maintenance on call.

Southwood Gardens Apartments are accepting applications. We have
some vacant apartments now. If you are interested or know of someone
who is, please send them our way.

We have new Management!
Apply at Russellville Housing Authority

Monday-Thursday
8:00am-4:30pm
73 Flippen St
Russellville, Al 35653

(256) 332-1561

“Owner does not discriminate against
persons with disabilites.”

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Driver's Education/Health/Physical Education Teacher at Tharptown
to Physical Education/Intervention Teacher at Phil Campbell, Jill
Hester, from w
Elementary
Teacher at
Red Bay to
Pre-K Lead
Teacher at
Red Bay,
Julianna
Blackburn,
from
Intervention
Aide at Red [
Bay to Pre-K
Auxiliary
Teacher at
Red Bay,
Skye McGee,
from
Elementary
Teacher at
PCES to Pre-
K Lead
Teacher at
PCES and Carly Channel, from Elementary Teacher at Tharptown to
Pre-K Lead Teacher at Tharptown.

--Principal Contracts: Tyler Berryman, Tharptown High School,
Probationary Principal, July 1, 2023 through June 20, 2024, Teddy
Humphres, Vina High School, Probationary Principal, July 1, 2023

through June 30, 2024 and Molly King, Tharptown Elementary School,
See, BOE, Page 15

PHOTO BY JOHN PILATI
Tharptown’s Rocketry Team was honored by the Franklin County BOE
at its recent meeting.

Check out
our
website!

“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle”

256-332-5440
15255 Hwy 43
Russellville

EyeCareProfessionals
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Contract Principal, July 1, 2023 through June 30 , 2026.

--Personal Leave of Absence: Sheena Johnson, Teacher, Belgreen
High School, August 1, 2023 through August 25, 2023.

--FMLA Request: Teresa Simmons, Child Nutrition Assistant,
Belgreen High School, August 1, 2023 through October 25, 2023.

--New Teacher Substitutes: Kara Barton, Jacqueline Ergle, Glenda
Little, Alexis Patterson and Jordan Shelton.

--Child Nutrition Program Substitutes: Heather Sharp.

In other agenda items, the board:

--recognized the Tharptown High School Rocketry Team for its sec-
ond-place finish at the American Rocketry Challenge in May.

--approved a Student Code of Conduct/Handbook for the 2023-24
school year.

--approved a policy change in the Admittance Enroliment
Requirements for the Franklin County Board of Education to require
TWO proofs of residency before a child may be enrolled into Franklin
County Schools. These may include copies of a power bill, water bill,
official rent receipt/deed in the name of parents, legal custodian or legal
guardian. Franklin County Schools' enroliment policy is governed by
school bus transportation. Franklin County Schools does not have
open enrollment unless deemed necessary by the Superintendent.

The Alabama State Department of Education pays foundation units to
schools based on enrollment. District lines prevent schools from being
underfunded by preventing enroliment of students not zoned for that
school.

--heard a report from Lori Hardin, Federal Programs Director, Title 1V,
about how the system's Title IV funds were spent last year. Those
expenditures included two college tours per school juniors and seniors
($3,500), music instruments and art supplies ($9,600), social emotional
learning supplies ($7,986.74), school safety supplementary salary and
benefits for a School Resource Officer ($49,000), six Aiphone keypad
access door entry stations for Belgreen, Red Bay Elementary,
Tharptown Elementary, Tharptown High School and Vina High School
($15,747) and purchase of STEM Robotic Kits, STEM Classroom set of
drones, Chromebooks and IPADS ($15,000).

--approved School Incident Reports for the period of August 8, 2022
through May 26, 2023.

--approved a rollover bid for bread for the 2023-24 school year to
Flowers Bread/Baking Company and milk and ice cream to Purity
Dairy.

--approved increase in Visitor Meal Price and A la Carte Prices for the
2023-24 school year. Employee lunches will be $4.25, visitor lunches
$5 and holiday meals/guests $6.

--approved compensation agreement paying Ashley Grimes,
Yearbook Sponsor at Phil Campbell Elementary School, $500 in com-
pensation for yearbook supplement for 2022-23 year, per recommen-
dation by PCES Principal Dawn Rogers. The school will reimburse the
Franklin County BOE the $500 plus applicable benefits.

The next board meeting is scheduled for August 1, 2023, with work
session at 5 p.m., and meeting to follow.

REVWARD @URM’-'
22 A

Licensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495

¥ Reiki Practitioner Il sss—

Creative Image Salon
7129 Hwy 43 - Spruce Pine

I 256.332.4220

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The owner of a residential community on Cedar Creek Lake is asking the
Franklin County Commission to pave a two-mile dirt road that provides the
only access to the property.

Eddie Britton addressed the
commission at its July 10th work
session to ask commissioners to
consider paving one mile of
Jacinto Road this year and the
other mile the following year. He
appeared with Cade Boyd, a prop-
erty owner in Cedar Cove,
Britton's lakeside development.

Most of Cedar Cove's 11 lots
border the lake. Britton continues
to work with the Tennessee Valle
Authority to obtain pier permits for
individual boat houses. % B :

“I'm asking you to do the first half . . co _RTESY PHOTO
of (Jacinto Road) one year Th-e tw’o-mlle Jacinto Roa(% (:m_ds in Eddie
because of the costs and finish up Britton’s Cedar Cove subdivision.
in the successive year,” Britton
told commissioners. “We have permission from all landowners along
Jacinto Road to access their properties to pave the road.”

There are eight homes along Jacinto Road on the way to Cedar Cove.
Britton said there's one home built and construction is about to begin on a
second. He's sold seven of the 11 available lots. He describes this project
the 'first phase' of the subdivision.

Subdivision covenants call for a minimum of 1,500-square foot homes.
This is not the first time Britton has appeared before the commission. His
argument to commissioners to justify paving the road is the increased value
the land will have and the additional lots that will be purchased where
homes will be constructed, all increasing ad valorem tax revenue for
Franklin County. Britton has also met with Franklin County Engineer Jason
Baggett to discuss the possibility of paving Jacinto Road.

“When we met with Mr. Baggett, nothing personal, but he did not seem
real encouraging,” Britton said.

Boyd said the unpaved road causes significant wear and tear on vehicles
as well as being a hazard.

“You fight the dust every day. We just want the same thing everyone else
wants and if you've ever met another vehicle on a dirt road, it's not pleas-
ant,” Boyd said.

Baggett said work will soon begin on Franklin County's Rebuild Alabama
Grant road project, which will see 4.71 miles of road paved at a cost of
$778,435.26. That's a cost of $165,272.88 per mile. That per mile cost
includes additional improvements, including striping and traffic control sig-
nage.

He added that a just 20-foot wide road, with a 1.5 inch overlay, would cost
approximately $110,000 to pave one mile. Baggett said he planned to do
some measurements on Jacinto Road to estimate the cost of paving it.

Boyd said if commissioners committed to paving Jacinto Road, he would
cut down trees and move fences needed to have the requisite space for
shoulders. He estimated approximately 50 trees would need to be cut
down, and both Boyd and Britton said they 'were willing to do our part' to
get the paving done.

To find Jacinto Road, take Hwy. 24 west to Belgreen, turn right onto 187,
then turn right at the stop sign and after one block, turn left onto Hwy. 49 for
half a mile. Turn right onto Jacinto Road and you'll travel two miles to the
entrance of Cedar Cove.

Franklin County Probate Judge Barry Moore said the commission would
soon be conducting budget meetings and would meet with Baggett to see
if paving a portion of Jacinto Road 'is feasible.'

Commissioner Chris Wallace mentioned the possibility of calcium chloride
being applied to the road as a less expensive alternative.

Calcium chloride is a hygroscopic salt that draws moisture from the air to
keep gravel roads damp, even in hot weather conditions. This helps the
gravel create a hard and compact road surface.

With a limited budget and no shortage of roads needing to be paved or
repaired, a commitment to pave a two-mile road not classified as a major
collector seems unlikely.

But it never hurts to ask...
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