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Tortas % Tacos
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BIG STAR Shopping Center » 10-9
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“Quality F urnzture at Affordable Prices’

12 Month Interest Free Financing!
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Icon to Eyesore: Memories
ahound as Gollege Avenue
School comes down

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

College  Avenue Elementary
School, or Russellvile Grammar
School as it was known when con-
structed in 1931, has seen its share
of history.

From being the site of a movie
filmed by the Lions Club in 1940 to
hosting a 'Bond Banquet' to raise
money for World War Il bonds to
hosting programs from WSM and the
Grand Ole Opry in 1946, College
Avenue School was a central part of
the Russellville community from

1931 through 1999.

The school was constructed in
1931 for $51,055, the low bid submit-
ted to the Russellville City School
Board by F.D. Kimbrough of
Monroeville, Al.

92 years alter, the cost to demolish
College Avenue Elementary (along
with 10 other structures in the city)
totaled $268,000.

Demolition began last Wednesday
by R. Baker, Inc., which submitted
the low bid to the city to demolish
and haul off debris for 11 properties,
including the two structures behind
Russellville City Hall and the old

See ‘COLLEGE AVE,’ Page 7

Phil Camphbell 6 and Under
finishes third in Dixie Youth
World Series

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Phil Campbell 6 and Under All-
Stars' quest for a world series title fell
two games short as the team lost in
the semifinals to Montgomery, Al.,
17-6, Sunday afternoon.

Coach Matt Waid's team reached
the Dixie Youth Regional World
Series in Center, Texas, after finish-
ing second in the Alabama Dixie
Youth State Tournament last month.
The tournament is played with
coaches pitching to their own team.

Phil Campbell opened pool play in
the nine-team tournament July 20th.
Over the next three days, the team
went 3-1, good enough for a number
three seed moving into the single

SINGING RIVER

¢ My Dental Hygienist, Krissy Little,

and my dentist, Dr. Nolan Connell
are the best!! They are very
knowledgeable and helpful.
If you are looking for a new dentist
and hygienist try Singing River in
Russellville!! 7

-Carol Conaway, Google Review

elimination championship bracket.

On Saturday, Phil Campbell han-
dled Oakdale, La., easily with a 14-6
win that moved the team into the final
four.

Interestingly, three of the final four
teams were from Alabama, including
Montgomery, Mims and Phil
Campbell. Lincoln County, Miss.,
was the other semi-finalist.
Montgomery defeated Mims later
Sunday to win the World Series.

Against Oakdale, Zander Maddox
got three hits in three at bats, as the
team won by the seven-run mercy
rule after four innings.

Big innings for Phil Campbell came
in the first and second. Trailing 3-0
after the top of the first, Phil
Campbell scored six runs on

See ‘WORLD SERIES,’ Page 5

Call 256.332.6888 to schedule
your appointment today!

531 St. Clair St., Russellville
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SingingRiverDentistry.com

13480 Hwy 43

Russellville

Russellville,AL 35653
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Memberships available
Call for appointment

Taking care of
your family’s

dental needs

= Brett M. Bowen, DDS ;
Bowen
Family

Dentist
243 Underwood RoaI;yRussellvule 256 332 4000

Russellvdle

H Mike McLeary, DDS

Mon., Tues, Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2
256.332.6073
510 Engle Dr, * Russellville
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\Story idea?
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Letter to Editor: Groce still a RV resident

Dear Editor

I am good with the (Russellville City) Council deciding to remove me
from the School Board because that is their prerogative. | am really grate-
ful to the people of Russellville for allowing me to serve.

| have known Mr. (Howard) Hillman for a long time. He is a good guy and
I am convinced that he will do a great job.

But, | just wanted to mention that | still have a home in Russellville and
split my time between places. Also, my homestead is still in Russellville
and that is where Benetia and | vote.

It is my understanding that Greg Batchelor’'s homestead and voting box
are also still in Russellville. | just wanted to clarify this.

Thank You,

Jerry Groce

Russellville

REBInformer.com J5'
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We offer ground burial; ‘mausoleum
~_and cremation spaces. All may be
% purchased at need or pre-need to include

- the burial vault and bronze memorial.

Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

Carolyn Atkins Porter
2710 Waterloo Road ¢ 256.332.2115

—

e

“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

256-331-9003

Carolyn “Sue” Cooley, age 74, of Russellville,
passed away July 18, 2023. Pinkard Funeral Home
assisted the family.

Martha Geneva Allen, age 85, of Phil Campbell,
passed away at her home on July 19, 2023. Pinkard
Funeral Home assisted the family.

Delia Bunch Collins, passed away July 22, 2023.
Pinkard Funeral Home assisted the family.

Shirley Faye Britnell Bingham, age 81, of
Russellville, passed away July 11, 2023.Pinkard
Funeral Home assisted the family.

/

e Single Membership
$39/Mo. (6 Mo.)
or $33/Mo. (12 mo.)

o Student, Couple,
Family Memberships

e 24 hr. Gym & Tanning

24465 Hwy 24 RUSSELLVILLE




Shoals Primary Care

welcomes

Dr. Zaman h@q

Shah ' E“ :

to the practice
in Sheffield

Board certified in Internal Medicine,

Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and

a close family member of Dr. Syed.

He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins are Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

GIFT CARDS |
Avatlable

342 Cox Boulevard

SHOALS J56383 4473

PRIMARY CARE

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

ﬂnq:el Jm

Licensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495

¥ Reiki Practitioner I ssss—

256.332.4220

Creative Image Salon
7129 Hwy 43 » Spruce Pine

361231-1
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Miller announces
candidacy for Franklin
County Prohate
Judge/Commission Chair

Submitted

Russellville resident Jason Miller, Franklin County Commissioner for
District Two, recently announced his intention to seek the office of Franklin
County Probate Judge/Commission Chair in the March 5, 2024, Republican
Primary.

Miller, who is serving his second term as commissioner, said it's been a
great experience representing his__
constituents and it's a job he hasjs
never taken lightly.

“I've always answered my phone &
and tried to help people any way |g&¥
could. When it comes to meetings @4
and representing the people of
Franklin County, some of the deci-g#
sions I've made have not been
easy, but at the end of the day, |
just want to be able to have a clear
conscience and be comfortable
with the decisions I've made,
Miller said.

As the campaign contlnues
Miller will release details of hIS
purpose and vision for Franklin®, sl
County. But concurrent with hisg
candidate announcement, Miller
announced five immediate steps
he would implement upon taking
office.

Miller's Fast Five:

1. State of the County?
Address every year to review
annual audit and plans for the county

2. Change meeting formats to TWO meetings each month, on the sec-
ond and fourth Monday, beginning at 6 p.m., with a 30-minute work session,
then meeting to follow. This will cut down on last minute agenda additions
during the Public Comments portion of meetings and he will eliminate
retroactive hires.

3. Live stream all Franklin County Commission meetings on
Facebook.

4.  Overhaul the Franklin County website and create a website and
Facebook page specifically for the Probate Office.

5. Recognize excellence in county employee performance and student
achievement in all Franklin County Schools.

Miller's Five Core Values:

1.  Integrity—know and do what is right all the time.

2. Respect—treat others the way you want to be treated.

3. Accountability—take ownership of your actions and results.

4. Responsibility—embrace opportunities to contribute.

5.  Servant Leadership—serve the common good.

“As a lifelong Franklin County resident, | really do care about what hap-
pens here. Being a commissioner is so much more than just politics—It's a
way to have an active role in making our county a better place to live and
work. With three children and one on the way, I'm personally invested in the
betterment of our community,” Miller said.

Miller and his wife Belinda have been married 11 years. They have three
children, Hunter, Jaxon and Eliza, and one due in February. They attend
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and are involved in their children's
sports activities and other community activities.

Miller is a lifetime member of the National Rifle Association and he repre-
sents Franklin County on the Alabama Republican Executive Committee.

‘I am excited about what the future holds for Franklin County and | want
to continue working for our citizens as Probate Judge/Commission Chair,”
Miller said. “| would appreciate your support and vote on March 5, 2024, in
the Republican Primary.




" John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine

“Over 22 Years Caring
for Franklin County.”
Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00
EXENEESTEEe) Friday: 8:30-12:00

Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,

A Almiros 14

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing
and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
| 256.331.1900
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Next to Russellville Hospital

“Healthy Living
IS
Happy Living!”

Introducing:
Dr. Christopher
Rankin

* Primary Care Physician
» Medical Check-Ups & Consultations
* Health Screenings

256.331.2700
16225 Hwy 43 « Suite |

.l RUSSELLVILLE
l' HOSPITAL

11 Ford Flex
$2200 Down
06 Ford Focus
$1000 Down

11 Chevy Malibu
$1800 Down
04 Chevy Impala LS 02 Lexus ES

$1200 Down $1500 Down

elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711

PUBLIC AUCTION

Town Hill Mini Storage

03 Chevy Impala
$1200 Down
05 GMC Envoy
$1200 Down

14 Kia Soul
$2000 Down

14254 Highway 43
Russellville, Al. 35653

Notice is hereby given that on August 5, 2023, from 9 a.m. To 12
p-m,., units will be sold by sealed bid.

Tenant may satisfy their indebtedness prior to the time of sale.
Will be able to inspect units and bid on this date.
All units have miscellaneous items, furniture and boxes.

Units located at 14254 Hwy. 43:
--(6) Edward Cox
--(16) George Hammock
--(50) Ronnie Sanderson
--(53) Timothy Washington
--(70) Herood Mondesir
--(141) James Garrett
--(1) Earling Glenn

Units located at 524 St. Clair:
--(23) Destiny Murray
--(25) Shelia Bean
--(26) Cinderella Borden

Units located at 900 Scotty Moore Drive:
--(27) Judy Taylor
--(8) Alfred Vigil

Franklin Free Press July 19 and July 26, 2023
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FREE Curbside Assistance
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seven hits in the bottom of the inning. Carson White's two-RBI single was
the key hit.

The scoring barrage continued in the second inning, as the PC All-Stars
scored seven times
on eight hits.

Beau Harris,
Zander Maddox,
Carson White, Beck
Waid, Kenden
Snider and Lawson ¢
Hamby each had
run-scoring singles
in the frame.

The team had 19 RS
hits in only four '
innings, as Phil
Campbell defeated
Oakdale for the
second consecutive
day. 4

Phil Campbell's &l
journey to Center, 4 N & :
Texas, started in T R e il
the District Il All- COURTESY PHOTO
Star Tournament, where the team went 5-0 and outscored its opponents
84-22 in those games.

At last month's state tournament, Phil Campbell easily defeated
Cottonwood and Cottondale, edged Moundville 13-12, and lost twice to
Mims, 18-11 and 8-7. As the second place finisher, the team was invited
by the state director to take part in the Regional World Series in Texas.

A lot of time and hard work was given by the coaching staff of Waid,
Tanner Maddox, Eli Snider and Ron Harris.

Team members included: Zander Maddox, August Hamlet, Beau Harris,
Beck Waid, Ben Duboise, Bentley Franklin, Carson White, Ellie Williams,
Gunnar Rambo, Jacob Adams, Kenden Snider and Lawson Hamby.

Local, high-quality women’s care
is our specialty.

Our providers at North Alabama Specialty Care offer high-quality care in
the area of OB/GYN Health for women in all stages of life.

Brent Hurd, DO
OBGYN

Brandie Garner, CRNP
Women's Health

Now accepting new patients!

256.767.0081

= 523 Gandy Street
——] v =, - Meeao
— 1 Specialty Care Russellville, AL



PAGE 6
JuULy 26, 2023

‘Great Pretenders’ set for Thursday at Roxy
as part of W.C. Handy Week

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The 22nd annual W.C. Handy Festival is underway, and once again,
Russellville will be a part of the celebration, as the Franklin County Arts
and Humanities Council will host the Evening at the Roxy: The Great
Pretenders on Thursday, July 27th.

The show begins at 7 p.m. Admission is $10 and children under six are
admitted free. Entertainment will be provided by local talent featured as
"The Great Pretenders,' performing music celebrating W.C. Handy's con-
tributions to the music world.

The Arts and Humanities Council will feature the names of businesses
and individuals who support the W.C. Handy Festival and the annual
Russellville event throughout the evening.

The Arts and Humanities Council is constantly working to support
restoration and maintenance of the historic Roxy Theatre.

“We want to present quality, wholesome programs the entire family can
enjoy,” said Arts and Humanities Council President Susie Malone. “The
Roxy's restoration has provided a venue in which many types of enter-
tainment can be performed for school children and the general public. It
provides a stage for our citizens to perform and to display their talents.”

Have an event we can help publicize?
Call us at 256-332-0255.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us
online at www.franklinfreepress.net. Send your letters to the edi-
tor and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Dr. Kelly's B
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

256.332.0255

EVENTS OF INTEREST « FAMILY REUNIONS « PLAYS * CHURCH GATHERINGS « EDUCATIONAL - CLUB MEETINGS

HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUP-

PLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN ALA-
BAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT
REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO
CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530
PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF SENIOR

The Foster Grandparent Program is seeking volunteers ages 55 and older

to help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and schools.
Volunteers will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement. We have openings
for several schools for the coming school year. Please call 256-332-6800 for an appli-
cation.

shaKiran serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and
human trafficking across Alabama. Their vision is to be a ‘ray of
hope’ by bridging the gap between service providers and culturally diverse
communities. Their 24-hour crisis line number is 1-800-793-3010. Learn more
about AshaKiran by visiting www.ashakiranonline.org. Consultations are free
and confidential, and available in 45 different languages.
he Senior Center of Phil Campbell is under new management.
Everyone age 60 and over are invited to come join us and be part
of the group. This is for men and women. We meet at the Phil Campbell
Community Center Monday thru Friday from 8-noon. A delicious lunch is
served at 11 a.m. Meals are $1 donation. Some come and play Rook. We also
do Bingo when we have enough people. There are several games to play or
just sit and socialize with other seniors.
hristmas in July: The residents of Terrace Manor Nursing Home
are asking for toy donations for Christmas in July! These toys
will be donated to the Dream Center in Russellville for their annual
Christmas give away in December. Please donate your unwrapped gift for a
boy or girl by August 1st. The drop box is located in the front lobby of
Terrace Manor Nursing Home, 390 Underwood Road, Russellville. Thank
you so much!
he Long Term Care Ombudsman'’s job is to protect the rights of
Residents of long term care facilities, including Nursing Homes,
Assisted Living Facilities, and Specialty Care Assisted Living Facilities. The
Ombudsman works to ensure that the Residents receive fair treatment and
quality care. Anyone can contact the Ombudsman to report long term care
problems or to request information about long term care facilities in
Franklin, Colbert, Lauderdale, Marion and Winston Counties. For more
information please contact Tina Pitt, local Ombudsman, at 256-389-0533.
ifeSouth Community Blood Center will host a blood drive at
Russellville Hospital on THURSDAY, AUGUST 10TH, 2023 from
10:00 AM to 6:00 PM.. LifeSouth is the primary supplier of blood products
to Russellville Hospital. Please contact Deborah Lindsey to schedule an
appointment at 256-332-8676 or by email at deborah.lindsey@russellville-
hospital.org. Please be sure to bring your photo ID when you donate.
Everyone who signs up to donate will receive a free T-shirt, an appetizer
card from Texas Roadhouse, a free cookie dough card from Papa Murphy’s
and a free meal ticket from Russellville Hospital. All donors will receive a
free cholesterol screening. We will also be giving away DOOR PRIZES!
astor Bro. Eric McKinney and the congregation of Crestview
Missionary Baptist Church, 24131 Hwy. 24, Russellville, invite
you to worship with them. Sunday morning Bible Study is from 10-Noon
and Sunday morning worship from 11-Noon. All are welcome to our servic-
es! Call 256-324-0179 for more information.
he Franklin County Branch of the MLK Memorial Scholarship
will host a fish fry on Friday, July 28, starting at 11 a.m., at the
Reedtown High School Back to Basics Building. Plates are $15 and include
2 fish filets, slaw and baked beans. For more information, or advance large
orders, call 256-412-3566.
Aj;ree Basic Computer Training #101 Course will be offered
ugust 16 and 17 at the Chucky Mullins Center, 814 Hamilton
St., in Russellville. The class is from 1:00-2:30 p.m., August 16 and
10a.m.-Noon on August 17. Registration is required to attend. To register or
learn more about the program, call 256-320-8051 or email
oppia.burke@aamu.edu. The course is offered by Alabama A&M University
Small Farms Research Center in collaboration with Fort Valley State
University. Learn the basics of working a computer. Computers are avail-
able on site. Don’t worry if you've never used a computer. We can help!
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florist building on South Jackson Avenue.

By Monday afternoon, all that remained from a school that once had more than
600 students was a large pile of debris. Work crews will begin breaking up and
removing the concrete around the former school and it will be hauled off as well.

Asbestos inside the old school was removed pre-demolition, according to
Justin Baker, who's leading the demolition
job.

The property is owned by the
Russellville City Board of Education after
the City of Russellville deeded it to the
school system several years ago. The
building ceased to operate as an ele-
mentary school in 1999. The Special
Program for Achieving Network (SPAN),
which educates at-risk students referred
by the school or the court system, was
housed at College Avenue until 2018. L

That was the final date the building was A corridor at College Avenue Elementary
used for any productive purpose, as it  riddled with graffiti and trash.
would soon be condemned.

The past five years have seen the old school building littered with gang signs
and graffiti. The floors were scattered with old mattresses, used syringes and
other trash as the building became a trap house for illicit drug users.

Few could argue with the decision to demolish the dilapidated school with the
condition it was in. But some residents believe plans to save the school building
should have been put into place many years ago.

Russellville resident Tammy Jackson is one of those who believes the demo-
lition was a 'waste' of a building that could have been saved.

“I'd like to see the response from the people of Russellville about what hap-
pened to College Avenue School,” Jackson said. “It had beautiful old doors and
floors and the fact that is all piled up by a dozer is just a waste.

“A lot of people like me would be interested to hear about the history of it and
why it wasn't saved?,” she added.

Russellville District Two City Councilman Darren Woodruff, whose district
includes the College Avenue property, said there was a time he would have
agreed with Jackson.

“There was certainly a time when some of the building contents could have
been saved and used in a new construction but unfortunately, that time passed
a long time ago,” Woodruff said.

It's been more than 18 months since the city was awarded $300,000 through
a Community Development Block Grant to demolish 11 properties, each with the
owner's consent.

That process was held up for more than a year as city officials waited on the
Alabama Historical Commission to complete historical studies on the properties.

“This project could have been completed a long time ago if not for the delay of
the Alabama Historical Commission's study,” Woodruff said. “That put a halt on
moving forward on any demolition for more than a year.”

Last week, the Franklin Free Press asked its Facebook followers to share their
favorite memories about College Avenue Elementary. More than 175 responded,
as they recalled their favorite teachers, sledding off the hill behind the school
when it snowed, playing games with the big parachute in the school gym/audi-
torium, feeling the fall breeze blowing through the halls and many more.

Once demolition is complete, a historical marker will be erected at the site to
recognize the historical significance of College Avenue Elementary School.

The Alabama Historical Commission's study included many significant events
that were part of College Avenue's lore.

In 1941, a Homemaker's Defense Clinic was held at the school to train local
women for what they could do during the pending emergency as the country
entered World War 1.

An April 1943 meeting raised $293,000 as part of Franklin County's share of a
$13 billion second war loan.

And in 1946, WSM radio and the Grand Ole Opry staged several programs at
College Avenue, including shows by Forty Nine Minners, the Bailes Brothers and
Robert Lunn and the Talking Blues Boys.

Beginning in 1968, desegregation started in the Russellville City Schools sys-
tem, when the 10th-12th grades at Reedtown School moved to Russellville High
School.

Two years later a court order mandated immediate disestablishment of the
dual school system, as Reedtown School was permanently closed as the dual
school system concept ended.

So what happens next with the property? That decision rests with the
Russellville City Board of Education.

Board member Greg Trapp said the board has not made that decision yet, but
he expects the board will work with city officials to determine its best use.

“Building some sort of multi-purpose building would make sense. The Parks
and Recreation Department could manage it and use it for classes. It would be
a good location for that. There are lots of ideas, but there's been no decision
yet,” Trapp said.

Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !

Be Part of Feeding America!

\Y

Production wages start at $17.25/hr up to $20/hr

(Including incentive)
Apply in person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,

Advancement opportunities, Night Shift Premium Pay,
401K Retirement, Paid Holidays

and Vacations.

_/

pPilgrims
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BUSINESS DIRECT RY

Advertise with us! Call 256.668.2708 or 256.332.0255

franklinfreepress.net

&~ LAWN SER
Bt
Momg o=

T MOWING » TRIM

MULCHING * CLEANING LEAVING |

HEDGING & SHRUBS * EDGING

#% PREDATOR
£\ o PEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”

&\ [\ Eddie Deaton
N (266) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

e’ €A1 I e
Franklin County District Attorney
256.332.8870 « 256.324.5975
gaviin T \OLITE

MASSAGE

256-332-1561
73 Flippen St

Housing Authority
Incorporated

PERSONAL TRAINER
Personal Touch Fitness

Weight Training - Abdominal Routine
Cardio and Flexibility Exercises
Nutritional Counsefing

Rickey Smith,
Fitness Specialist

A

256-668-1844

Sunday: 11:00 - 12:00
Adult Sunday School: 10:00 - 1 1:00

Everyone is invited to joim us for
this special time of worship.

PUBLIC SERVICE

BUCKLE LIP! It Could Save Your Life}

franklinsheriff.org
(256) 332-8811

N SHannon
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nnecting the etter future

Tombigbee Communications is
building in Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

Franklin
Free Press

113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville, AL 35653
256-332-0255
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AMERICAN
RESIDENTIAL

HEATING & COOLING

The Season for
Big Savings Is Now!

Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions
for New Heating and Cooling Systems

Many Payment Options to choose from
Service Available Seven Days a Week =

Licensed and Professional Technicians

\ Calltoday! (833) 489-0045

e e e e e e e ey R e e e e e e e e e e e e
1 [ 1
1 1 1 SAVE 1
1 1! UPTO 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 . 1
1 11 on aNew Cooling 1
I o o I . .
 Cooling or Heating |, andHeatingSystemwith |
1S U 1! our Buy Back Program! 1
SystemTuneUp |, y g .
1 Pl Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and I
1 Price vld for one working unit, Excludes ol fred systems. Vald at participaing -y cooling system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and I
ARS Network acations. Not vald for thid party, new constrution o commercial + cooling system requird. Valid at pertcipating ARS® Network locations
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center & i Not valid for third perty, new construction, or commercial customers,
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transfered | * with any other offers. discounts, or on prior sales. Call senvice: center for
1 and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $001. I 1 defails. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred and
1 Offer expires 8/30/2023. g I where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001 1
'l Offer expires 8/30/2023. I
1 License numbers available at americanresidential com/licenses 11 1
i1 License numbers available at americanresidential com/licenses .

FRANKLIN DISCOUNT

N DRUGS '

In Phil Camphell! 205-993-4554

Mon.-Fri. 9-6
3145 Hwy 237
Phil Campbell

Next to Phil Campbell
High School

1 8

Owner/Pharmacist
Wes Mayfield
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256.332.0255

BUSINESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES » PETS * APPLIANCES « HELP WANTED « SERVICES * APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE
FOR SALE Rocker Swing Child’s Day curtains, Call 713-299-
for sale. $25. Bed or House Cream with Two pillow 9204 between Yard Sale. Family Yard Yard Sale.
Two round Red metal Dog Bed, $40. Wedgewood shams, $20. 11:30-2pm 1719 North Sale Thurs/Fri/Sat,
wrought iron youth bed, Oblong coffee blue ruffles. Round Thur. thru Sat. Jackson Ave. 460 2nd St. July 27/28/29.
chairs for sale.  $40. Call 205- table, $50. $10/pr. Call Bedroom Thurs/Fri/Sat, Thur./Fri., 27th 8 a.m.-until.
$50. Glider 993-5961. Ruffle Priscilla  205-993-5961.  Tablecloth all YARD SALE July 27/28/29. & 28 101 Plum
to match $20. 8 a.m.-until. Mens clothes, Street. Right
Cream with Estate/Yard Clothing, Girls Clothes off North
Wedgewood Sale. Fri/Sat perfume, and new Jackson Ave.
u blue ruffles. July 28/29. 7  LOTS of items! items.
m p Leleu ne 42’ x 82’ long. a.m.-until. . e ——
Light blue and 7433 Highway
XiC Water C|aims cotton lace ruf- 48. Will sell
- fles, mauve entire
( with cotton household and
fyou or aloved one lived or worked at lace ruffles.  shop contents.
Camp LeJuene between 1953 - 1987 and Call 205-993-  Home goods,
suffered a serious health problem or death, 5961. (tecc)]ilisp;r;aerrrm?
y.ou may be .entltled to compensation. FREE furniture, t0o
Chemicals‘found in the water supply at the base much to
have been linked to many cancers, ALS, birth Five small kit- mention!
defects and other illnesses. tens free to
L : good home. Two Family
' Call now for a free case review. Please call Yard Sale.
1.(334)315-2859 256-332-7566.  Fri./Sat., July
4315 o KARL RAGAN 256.332.9064
I gldavis@gregdavislaw.com Free Kitten 7 a.m.-until. 5 _ -
qL R RNV Trimming * Topping * Removal
No representation |smadethatlégzlqsl;ar\illtlzg:;eg:érsmere\gcg;éc:hi?r;;r;oerged is greater than the quality of female. Belgreen‘ Bucket Work ° Stump Grinding

Acmdent or Breakdown’?
Tell law enforcement you want M & N Towing!

TOWING & SERVICE CENTER

Bl ey 256.383.4473xt 021

256.332.7279 340 Cox Blvd « Sheffield, AL

== SERVING YOUR
~ CONNECT < COMMUNITY




Auto, Home, Life Insurance
English and Spanish

Real deal with a local feel,
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

FranklinFreePress.net

Scotty Wood, Agent
137680 Highway 43 Ste 6, Russallville, AL 336353
296-332-0052
scolly@agantsco
agentscotty . com

o StateFarm

fEy. Com
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113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653
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Johnson brings wealth of
coaching experience to
Tharptown

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

After the Tharptown Wildcats were coach-
less one month before the football season
begins, Tharptown High School Principal
Tyler Berryman has selected John Johnson
as their new head coach.

Johnson graduated from Lawrence County
High School in 1999 and continued his edu-
cation at the University of North Alabama.

After playing two seasons of college foot-
ball, Johnson started volunteer coaching at
Bradshaw High School in 2001.

Johnson did his student teaching at
Russellville High School and was an assistant
coach in 2004 when the Golden Tigers
reached the Class 5A championship game
against Homewood.

Johnson was last at Danville High School
where he served as an assistant to Coach
Andro Williams' 2022 team.

Johnson has high expectations for the
Tharptown Wildcats. And Berryman was
impressed with his combination of coaching
and playing experience.

“Coach Johnson brings several years of
football experience to the table. That experi-
ence includes playing at Lawrence County
High School and the University of North
Alabama,” Berryman said.

‘He has a significant amount of coaching
experience at small and large schools.

See, ‘JOHNSON,’ page 12

Vargas Rooﬁng &

Shingle & Metal Roofs,
Vinyl Siding, Drywall
and Much More.
Freddy Vargas
256.668.7715

Licensed ¢ Insured * Jeremiah 29:11

Two Russellville athletes shineat
North-South All-Star Week

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Each year the Alabama High School
Athletic Association's North-South All-Star
Week features top rising seniors from eight
different sports coming together for a week
of competition and fun in Montgomery.

And Russellville ngh School was well rep-
resented at this year's North-South All-Star
Week, with Brian Lara selected to the North
Boys Soccer Team and Peyton Parrish
among the 10 girls selected for the North
Girls Tennis All-Stars.

e

Belgreen High School was honored as one '~ |

of 82 AHSAA schools which received the
Sportsmanship Award. Schools who were
ejection and sportsmanship fine free for
2022-23 were honored.

All-Star Week includes competition against
other top athletes, but also serves as a
showcase for players to catch the eye of col-
lege recruiters, who come to Montgomery
each year en masse.

Lara, a midfielder/forward for Coach Trey
Stanford's Golden Tigers, earned second
team All-State honors last season.
Russellville won another area championship
and a playoff game in the spring.

18 players were selected for the North

COURTESY PHOTO
Peyton Parrish at the AHSAA North-South All-Star Week with
Coach Charlotte Dollar.

team. The North All-Stars defeated the South [I-Stars 5-3 to improve to 14-4-1 in the series

history.

See, ‘NORTH-SOUTH,’ Page 12

Vina alum Renfrow tabhed as new varsity foothall coach

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

After two years of building the Vina baseball
program, Cody Renfrow has been named the
school's new varsity football coach.

Renfrow graduated from Vina High School in
2013. He attended Northwest Shoals
Community College and transferred to Athens
State where he graduated this year.

Renfrow has shaped Vina's baseball team
back into a solid program that fields a compet-
itive team expecting to win every game.

“I love Vina and I've lived here most of my life.
There’s nothing | want more than to see the
kids be successful. | have a great relationship
with these kids already,” Renfrow said.

With that experience, Renfrow has high
hopes he can bring that type of success and
mentality to the football program as well.

“We’re gonna take pride in the process of

what it takes to be a successful. The majority
of my
base-
ball

e\ 3

will

be 1

out to f = ‘%

play

foot- a

ball

SO

they coumssv PHOTO
Cody Renfrow with his wife Holly and their son, Miles.

already know what | expect,” Renfrow said.

Renfrow’s hire was announced last week by
Franklin County Schools Superintendent of
Education Greg Hamilton and is expected to
be approved by the board of education at its
next meeting.

See, ‘RENFROW,’ page 12



Russellville

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Mike McLeary, DDS

Russellville Dental Care is now
Russellville Family Dentistry.
We welcome Dr. McLeary
to Russellville. We are
honoring all “Smile With Us”
plans purchased through
Russellville Dental Care.

256.332.6073

510 Engle Dr. SE
Mon., Tue., Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2
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‘NORTH-SOUTH,” From Page 11

Parrish won her singles match against Reilly Taylor of St. James, 6-1,
6-3.

Parrish, who reached the semifinals of 5A girls No. 1 singles this
spring, also paired with Sofia Tiffin to reach the finals of No. 1 doubles.

Parrish said being named to the North All-Stars was a longtime dream
of hers after she started playing competitive tennis.

“It's just an honor to be chosen,” Parrish said. “There are a lot of dif-
ferent college coaches down there and | got to talk with several of them.
I met some new friends and this was one of my goals since | was a
young kid to make it to the North-South Week.”

Parrish said being part of Coach Charlotte Dollar's successful girls'
tennis program will help her as she goes through the recruiting process.

“She's one of my biggest supporters. She'll send me texts of encour-
agement before my matches and she's just the best,” Parrish said. “And
| think with Russellville being such a strong team that's so close, we
really help each other. All the girls on the team are so good. It's like a
family.”

Although the school's season doesn't begin until the spring, Parrish
will be busy this fall playing in USTA tournaments. She also enjoys giv-
ing tennis lessons and has 15 or so girls she works with.

“One thing | love about tennis is you can play the rest of your life. And
by giving lessons to young girls, | can help them learn about tennis and
help them develop a love for the sport,” Parrish said.

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
Check us out online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

‘RENFROW, From Page 11

“Cody is a hard worker. He does a good job of relating to the kids. He
is a young coach with a bright future in football,” Hamilton said.

Renfrow will teach special education at Vina.

Renfrow and his wife Holly have one son, Miles

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other creative submissions
to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. Visit us online any time at franklinfreep-
ress.net.

'JOHNSON, From Page 11

| believe that Coach Johnson was the best candidate for Tharptown
due to his experience and vision of building a program rather than sim-
ply coaching football,” Berryman added.

Johnson has coached for another notable coach in Franklin County--
Russellville High School football coach John Ritter—when he was on
the West Morgan High School staff.

Johnson's philosophy is to prepare his team to not make mistakes and
do the small things on every play that can make a difference.

“We’re going to take care of the little things and that will take care of
all the big things,“ Johnson said.

Johnson and his wife Taffy have four children: Tristan, Blitz, Knute and
Charlie Kate

PEST CONTROL

PREDATOR
=~ PEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”
Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055
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Gouncil approves purchase of 27 new Glock pistols for RPD

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville City Council approved the purchase of 27 Glock
pistols

Russellville
' Department at the coun-
2 cil's July 17th meeting.

NS é{(;/\

=

the
Police

for

§' =

The 27 Glock G47
Genb pistols came with
ja price of $13,396, less
¢ ftrade-in value of
$7,018.50 for handguns,
less $2,500 received

2T T 7 7' Yy

from the Franklin

DETAILING s County Community

'c““\“ﬁ Development
Commission.

The remaining balance
of $3,877.50 will be paid
from the city's Project
Star Fund. The guns are
being purchased from
GT Distributors, Inc., in
Pflugerville, Texas.

The council also

approved a resolution to
declare 26 Glock 22 and one Glock 23 guns as surplus property.

In other agenda items, the council:

--approved a resolution to award the sealed bid received from
Hovater Metal Works for the construction of a ramp and steps at the
stage at Sloss Lake. The bid was $26,000.

--appointed Howard Hillman, Jr., and Ike Rogers to the Russellville

Franklin Free Press at GI's!!!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 4a - 7p

GROCERY

FISHING
SUPPLIES
DELI
256-332-1324

@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates

&< Ethanol-Free Gas

&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses

Brandon Seay, Owner
13365 Hwy. 243
Russellville Airport

(256) 436-0465

&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24

City Board of Education, to complete the terms of former board mem-
bers Jerry Groce and Greg Batchelor.

--approved a claim from Carl David Pierce in the amount of
$1,079.27, for property damage resulting from an incident with a
Russellville Fire
Department fire truck.

--approved renewal of "

Air-E bershi P S |

artveo memershivs RP@st Solutions
employees in the amount j ¥

of $4,680. N
--approved the hiring of

Cody Lee Price as a
Police Officer with thef|—"
Russellville
Department.
--declared a vacancy for
Dispatcher with the RPD.
--contracted with the
Russellville City Board of|
Education for School
Resource Officers Rick

Control
i oo e 256-332-4008

tion of $28,000 for Belue and $30,000 for ltter.

--approved removing the temporary Sergeant status of fire fighter
Shane Mansell, to return to status of fire fighter at his previous step
and grade. Mansell's appointment as Sergeant was temporary, made
during a time when the department was short three employees. RFD
Chief Joe Mansell said Shane Mansell did an outstanding job in his
temporary Sergeant appointment.

The next meeting of the Russellville City Council will be August 7,
2023, with work session at 6 p.m., and meeting to follow.

Miranda Decker, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE
Comprehensive Adult

Health Care

Rus_se_llville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653
Mon-Thur

256-332-1120 8-

Village at Oiiver Place

Apariments & Townhomes
Water included starting at:

Police

Pest & osquito

205.993.5005. « Pike Avenue * Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546



John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Ryland Calvert says his best sport is football. If that's true, Russellville
Middle School Coach Brett Voss has a future star on his hands.

Calvert, a seventh grader at RMS, is traveling to Des Moines, lowa,
this week to compete in the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) Junior
Olympic Games, after he qualified for both the 100-meter dash and
200-meter dash by finishing first and second respectively in the AAU
Region 6 Track and Field Event held last month at Hardin Valley
Academy in Knoxville, Tenn.

In his first year of competitive track and field, Calvert will run for an
AAU national championship in his 'second-best' sport.

In Knoxville, Calvert competed with the Cosey Elite AAU team. His
time of 12.56 in the 100-meter earned him a Region 6 first-place finish
and his 26.54 in the 200-meter was good enough for second. The top
eight finishers from each region event advance to the AAU Junior
Olympics.

The son of Jonathon and Tiffany Calvert, Ryland's track career began
last year when he competed as part of the Russellville Parks and
Recreation Department team at three meets. After winning those, he
moved up to AAU competition where he faced the best of the best in
the 12 and under division.

His reason for signing up for rec league track and field? He thought it
would be good conditioning for middle school football.

“His success has been a real surprise,” said Tiffany Calvert. “We were
just shocked. He just did the rec league to help with running during foot-
ball season. He got into this and it just took off.”

Athletes taking part in the AAU Junior Olympics are seeded by their
times from regional AAU events. Calvert is seeded 11th out of hundreds
of runners based on his impressive time of 12.56 in the 100.

Although this will be Calvert's first year taking part in RMS athletics,

Southwood Gardens Apartments

Are you looking for an apartment that is closer to Walmart, the grocery
stores, drug stores, and doctors? Are you 55 years of age or older draw-
ing disability or 62 or older, if you are, then Southwood Gardens
Apartments is where you need to be!! Besides being close to Walmart,
we are also close to all surrounding churches and businesses!

Rent is based on income. Water is furnished, you only pay electric!
Apartments are 1 bedroom on ground level furnished with: Carpet,
Blinds, Central Heat & Air, Stove, Refrigerator, Laundry room onsite, and
Maintenance on call.

Southwood Gardens Apartments are accepting applications. We have
some vacant apartments now. If you are interested or know of someone
who is, please send them our way.

We have new Management!
Apply at Russellville Housing Authority

Monday-Thursday
8:00am-4:30pm
73 Flippen St
Russellville, Al 35653

(256) 332-1561

“Owner does not discriminate against
persons with disabilites.”

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

his conditioning and hard work caught the eye of RMS Principal Tony
Bonds. Bonds, a former
Golden Tiger standout and, .
offensive lineman at Ole Miss, "~
knows a thing or two about
conditioning.

‘Regardless of whether they
compete on school teams or in
AAU events, we celebrate any
success our students have,”
Bonds said. “Ryland is a great' '

as athletics. :

“You can tell he works very
hard on conditioning. He's a
stout looking kid and he's pu
a lot of work into strength and
conditioning. He's one ofE
those kids who's been gifted a
gift. He's committed to wha
he's doing and Ryland is very
deserving of his success,”
Bonds added.

Last year, in Calvert's final
season of Peewee football, Calvert scored an amazing 48 touchdowns
in 10 games to help his Colbert Heights team win the league champi-
onship. He is expected to play running back and inside linebacker on
the middle school team.

Calvert said he realized he was a pretty good sprinter after doing so
well in the Parks and Recreation events, but never imagined he'd be
competing in lowa for an AAU championship. And his conditioning has
definitely paid off. He's a young athlete who looks like a bull, but runs
like a gazelle.

“I felt like running might take me somewhere, but not this far,” Ryland
said. “It was something | did to help with football conditioning, but I like
running too. The sprint events (like the 100- and 200-meter dash) are
competitive and very quick, which | like. | just have the dedication to
win and want to be the best in what | do.”

More than 14,000 young athletes will converge upon Des Moines for
the 2023 AAU Games. They will compete in sports as diverse as
twirling, fencing, field hockey, jump rope, karate, swimming, taekwondo
and trampoline and tumbling, along with track and field.

Calvert said he's looking forward to this spring, when RMS has a mid-
dle school track program for the first time, led by Coach Chris
Boatwright.

Calvert's advice to anyone wanting to start a conditioning program
mixed with running? Be patient.

“You just have to take it slow and ease into it. It might take some time
to get better at it,” Calvert said. “And it's going to be hard but you have
to push through it. Not everyone is good at everything, but you can
always improve your own skill level.”

COURTESY PHOTO
Ryland Calvert with his two medals from the AAU
Region 6 Meet.

“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle”

256-332-5440
15255 Hwy 43
Russellville

EyeCareProfessionals



John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Phil Campbell City Council heard a lengthy report on the town's reor-
ganized volunteer fire department at the council's July 18th meeting.

Last month the council voted to disband the Phil Campbell Volunteer Fire
Department and hand over the reorganization process to the Phil Campbell
Rescue Squad.

That led to the creation of Phil Campbell Fire & Rescue. Andy Marbutt was
appointed Chief, with Phil Campbell Mayor Mike McQuary to serve as
Assistant Chief, Nick Marbutt as Captain, First Lieutenant Joe Margocs and
Second Lieutenant Dennis Williams.

The newly-formed Phil Campbell Fire & Rescue began the process earlier
this month of accepting applications from citizens interested in becoming a
member.

Before it was disbanded, the Phil Campbell VFD was led by Chief Mike
Rice who, along with his brother Eric, served the town for more than 20
years. The council's decision to disband and reorganize the department
was not without controversy.

Rice asserts that his department answered all calls with a sufficient num-
ber of responders. But council members cited concerns about calls being
answered with not enough personnel trained and certified to enter a struc-
ture fire. Other issues, including cleaning and organizing the fire station,
were not addressed more than 18 months after they were presented to
Rice, according to McQuary.

The council plans to review the status of the department at year's end to
gauge the progress made before deciding whether to continue with the com-
bined department or to take a different approach.

The new chief has taken a 'look forward' strategy focused on building the
PCF&R's membership and repairing vehicles so the department will have
enough pumpers and emergency vehicles to respond to different types of
calls.

As of July 19th, the new department has 22 members, and Marbutt told
the council his goal is to have 30, with half of that number certified and
trained.

“We have 22 members, and are expecting to add one more this week, and
11 of our members are experienced and/or trained and certified firefighters,”
Marbutt said.

Several new PCF&R members are taking the 160-hour firefighter course

being offered through the Russellville Fire Department, Marbutt said.

Of the 11 not certified, Marbutt said several have Traffic Incident
Management Systems, or TIMS, training. The department will have some
members in a new TIMS class that begins in September.

“To have 11 of 22 ready to go into a burning house we are very fortunate,”
Marbutt said. “We hope to get 30 members, with at least 15 trained and
experienced firefighters. If we can do that, we'll be in real good shape.”

Marbutt updated the council on the status of the department's vehicles
and repairs that have been and/or need to be made. There are two working
pumpers along with a truck equipped to respond to grass/brush fires with a
LUCAS chest compression system on it and another truck with chains/chain
saws for road blockage.

Mayor Pro-Tempore Philip King thanked Marbutt for his detailed report
and the progress the new department has made in just a few weeks.

The other members of Phil Campbell Fire & Rescue are: Jacob Stidham,
Amber Motes, Brad White, Lisa White, Damien Reeves, Dylan Haney,
Anthony Green, Coda Minor, Jacob Pena, Christen Woodham, Marlena
Mather, Pam Williams, Eddie Marbutt, Virginia Burks, Walter Evans, Chad
Casey and Candace Riddle.

In other agenda items, the council:

--approved the purchase of two extendable barrel fans and a high-velocity
stand up fan for the fire department building.

--heard a report from Councilwoman Lynn Landers about efforts to book
the Velcro Pygmies for the 2024 Downtown Hoedown.

--heard a report from Councilman Eddie Marbutt about progress on the
walking track being constructed on the property purchase by the city at the
intersection of Hwy. 237 and College Road. There are two culverts that
must be installed to complete the track. Lighting is already in place. Plans
also call for a basketball court to be built on the property, which extends
north to the Phil Campbell Splash Pad.

--tabled a request to bring back the Friday night dance to the Phil
Campbell Community Center.

--approved a motion to rename the PCHS baseball field at the Roger
Bedford, Jr., Complex to Jonathan Raper Field.

--approved a bid from Eagle Pro to provide two cleanings each year of
four HVAC units for a cost of $478/year.

--approved a donation of $250 per team to the two Phil Campbell Dixie
Youth All-Star teams competing in the World Series (6 and Under and 12
and Under).

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns, cartoon panels, letters to the editor, recipes and other creative sub-
missions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Homeland Security grant awarded to Russeliville FD

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville Fire Department will soon have a new mini pumper
truck thanks to a federal grant through the Department of Homeland
Security.

Rep. Robert
Aderholt
announced the
grant from the
Department of
Homeland
Security's FY
2022
Assistance to
Firefighters
Grant Program.

The

$362,857.14

grant will be A Homeland Security grant will allow the Russellville Fire Dept. to
used to .buy a buy a Quick Attack truck similar to this one.

new Quick

Attack truck that
will replace a 1989 truck used to respond to brush fire calls.

Aderholt said the grant will have lasting positive impact for Russellville
residents.

“These funds were allocated in the Fiscal Year 2022 Department of
Homeland Security budget, which | gladly supported with a yes vote,”
Aderholt said. “This type of funding has a direct impact on people in my

district, from helping to lower homeowner insurance costs, to most impor-
tantly, helping to save lives and property.”

Russellville Fire Marshal Justin Green said the grant addresses a spe-
cific need the department has faced for several years.

“The maintenance and cost of operating our current brush fire truck
become cost prohibitive and this will move forward our ability to respond
to those types of calls,” Green said. “This new vehicle will comply the
NFPA standards for these type of vehicles.”

The other department in the Fourth Congressional District that received
a grant through the program the Adamsburg Volunteer Fire Department
on Lookout Mountain in Fort Payne.

Daily 8 a.m.
and 12 p.m.

WGOL-FY 100.

WillodeanDavissells.com » 256.762.5671
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Your Dependahle Service Center
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GREEN'S DEPENDABLE HARDWARE

15220A Hwy. 43 + Russellville, AL 35653
256-331-0123
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