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Seedy setting for an earth-changing idea

W. Chandler's Sunset library and its drawers of sample packets
sow joy into newly energized gardening enthusiasts. See Pgs. 7-8

S(f(*(

.

+

Wrangler News photo by Andrew Lwowski
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CHEVY SUMMER DRIVE

FOR WELL-QUALIFIED BUYERS NO MONTHLY PAYMENTS FOR

1.9/ APR _+ 90 DAYS

ON ALL 2022
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ADE ASSISTANCE BONUS
ON SILVERADO WITH YOUR TRADE-IN*

TRADE OR SELL US YOUR VEHICLE - WE MAKE IT EASY!

I-10 & RAY ROAD

1150 N. 54th St., Chandler CHEVROLET =TTy
480-735-0399 - FreewayChevy.com FIND NEW ROADS’

*1.9% APR for 36 months. Monthly payment is $28.60 for every $1,000 you finance. Example down payment: 13.4% Must finance with GM Financial. Some customers may not qualify.
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Drawers in the seed garden at West Chandler's Sunset branch library offer a fascinating repository for the area's gardening enthusiasts.

TEMPE/CHANDLER:
IT'S WHAT WE
CALL HOME

— Wrangler News photo by Andrew Lwowski

Seed garden shows blossoming interest at Sunset branch library

Friends' $81,000
contribution

supports unique
checkout system

Special for
Wrangler News
by Sally Mesarosh

ardeners will be
pleased to learn
that a portion

of this year’s $81,000
donation from the
Friends of the Chandler
Public Library will go
toward maintaining
Sunset Library’s Seed
Library. $1,000 of the
donation will help keep
popular seeds in stock
and provide the seeds
that the community says
it wants.

About 6,000 packets
of seeds have been
checked out from the
seed repository since
it started in 2021.
Residents can check out
up to three seed packets
each month with their
Chandler Public Library
card so they can grow
a thriving garden and
participate in gardener-
to-gardener seed swaps.

Seeds are free,
cannot be reserved,

and availability is
determined by supply
and season.

Chandler Public
Librarian Aubrey Kowitt
said planting that first
seed in the ground
often inspires people
to learn other ways
to show appreciation
for the earth that they
can pass onto the next
generation.

“Seed libraries
encourage individuals of

all ages to learn about
the environment we live
in and to have a greater
awareness of how the
natural world works,
including what’s good
for it and what can harm
it,” Kowitt said.

Bob Lowry, the
president of the Friends
board, expressed
gratitude to the
community for their
support.

Kowitt said the

Friends’ allocation

of dollars will allow

it to purchase non-
GMO seeds (produced
without genetic

— Continued on Page 4
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— Continued from Page 3

engineering) to replenish the
library and purchase labels and
envelopes for packaging seeds.

“We will also be able to
provide an occasional workshop
on seed saving so residents can
learn how to not only grow
plants successfully, but to save
the seeds for their friends and
neighbors and to continue
growing those plants year after
year.”

The seed library was made
possible by a grant awarded to
Sunset Library by the American
Library Association, Resilient
Communities: Libraries Respond
to Climate Change.

“We were one of 25 libraries
in the nation to receive this
grant which aimed at engaging
the community in programs,
conversations, and activities
related to the climate crisis, as
well as climate resiliency,” Kowitt
said.

PAGE 4 -

Librarian Kowitt said they
try to make available seeds
that have a long history in the
Southwest—for example, tepary
beans that are extremely heat-
and drought-tolerant.

“Some of the seeds in our
library are purchased, and many
are donated by local growers
in the area,” she said. “You can
grow something from climate-
adaptable seeds, save the seeds
from your healthy harvests,
and then donate seeds so your
neighbors can do the same.”

Kowitt said another aspect
of seed libraries is how they
promote food security.

“If food becomes more
challenging to grow on a large
scale and more expensive
over time due to the climate
crisis (extreme heat, drought,
wildfires, etc.), you can learn
how to have an endless supply
of home-grown food on hand,”
she said.

“No matter the cost of food at

Breakfast Has Never

AUG 19 - SEPT 1, 2023

the grocery store, learning how
to grow your own nutritious
food means you’ll live a more
resilient and sustainable life.
Plus, seeds from the Seed Library
are free!”

Finally, seed libraries promote
and encourage healthy habits.

“Gardening is exercise for
both your body and your brain,”
Kowitt said.

“Getting outside is good
for all of us (when we can do
it safely) and working in your
garden can be very meditative,
good for your mental health. It
can be a fun activity for families
to do together, and it forces you
to move your body.”

Upcoming Seed Swap Event
at Chandler Sunset Library:
Saturday, Aug. 26 from 9:30 —
11:30 a.m.

Seed Saving Workshop
at Chandler Sunset Library
(space limited and registration
required): Saturday, Sept. 23
from 10 — 11 a.m.
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Add a sweet and personalized touch to a special occasion with a
custom-designed cake and other goodies from Honeymoon Sweets.
From elegant, ornate works of culinary art to funky, unconventional

ONINIA¥VDO FTALS-SONIYAS N‘a¥

udainep

“
/4
¢

LY
L T

‘

designs made in your desired styles and flavors, our lineup of customized
cakes and sweets are a feast for all senses. Stop by for coffee and cakel

606 W Southern Ave
Suite #1, Tempe

(480) 517-9520

honeymoonsweets.com

Start your day right with a delicious quiche,

spring salad with blueberry viniagrette and
a drink.
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Another chance for public review of Tempe's General Plan 2050

Update
Wrangler News Staff

If Tempe’s forward-looking Character Area
concept ever was to show off its worth, the role
it played in development of the city’s newly
unwrapped General Plan 2050 must have been one
of those times.

A gamut of forward-looking concepts developed
by Tempe planners in recent years were among
the priorities of the 60 or so advisers who’ve been
working to develop a completed draft of a new
General Plan for the city, a process that reoccurs
every 10 years.

What now appears to be the opportunity for a
wide ranging public review of General Plan 2050
will be held Thursday, Aug. 24, with the measure,
incorporating any possible revisions, due to appear
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Erika Lucvcs—Gof'F
Broker/Owner
(480) 390-4992

Je%f Lucas
Broker/Owner
(480) 598-8800

Ka’rh); By;'nes
REALTOR®
(480) 277-5946

on Tempe’s ballot in March 2024.

As to how much work has gone into developing
the nearly finalized plan, staff from various city
departments began meeting in March 2022,
determined, said one member of the group, to use
it to provide what was termed “a holistic view” of
Tempe.

The approach, it was said, was to help to ensure
that, for planning purposes, the city is viewed in its
entirety—parks and recreation, public services, land
development and more, and more...and more.

As the group’s work unfolded, staff made what
some said could have been called its No. 1 goal: to
ensure that public involvement and input would be
available at every opportunity along the way.

This led to open houses, booths at city events,
mailed information in utility bills, postal cards—
every conceivable way public contributions to the
study could be encouraged.

As to how any outcomes of the study can

Gaagle

COMPANY

Dawn Norflee’r
REALTOR®
(480) 518-3163

Ryan Barmore
REALTOR®
(480) 458-7354

become vital mileposts during its 10-year lifespan,
those working on General Plan 2050 call it

the latest in Tempe’s ongoing commitment to
incorporate population growth, among other
issues, into whatever is being done on an
annualized basis to keep up with new needs or
demands.

While the 10-year requirement for updated
strategies isn’t aimed at stimulating population
growth—“we know people will be coming
here, and we want to be ready,” said one staffer
interviewed for this piece—any efforts to keep up
regularly with trends enables experts to conduct
planning and develop responses over 30 years, not
just those in the immediate future.

Finally, say members of the group, it’s important
to remember that none of the proposals they have
studied would affect zoning laws, and any proposed
changes would have to go first through the full
gauntlet of approval processes.

LUCAS - your

trusted, local
experts for

over 30

DeeDee Hessler
REALTOR®
(480) 310-5555

Kelly McClain
REALTOR®
(541) 254-0339

LUCAS has SOLD more local homes than anyone since 1993
We Get YOU Results * More Money °* Less Time * Fewer Hassles!!

&P (480) 598-8800 * TheLucasGroup.com
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Chandler Council priority:
‘Investing in what matters’

Commentary by Kevin Hartke

very single day, even in the heat of
summer, Chandler children can be spotted
at city parks playing on playgrounds,
shooting hoops and riding bicycles. They stop
to for a quick drink at a water fountain. Their
parents sit on park benches nearby. Softball and
soccer programs bring plenty of feet to fields. It’s
a wonderful sight to see.

But it takes a tremendous amount of TLC to
ensure those parks and playgrounds remain intact
and that drinkable water comes out of those
fountains. That’s why investing in infrastructure is

SO important.

The City Council and I are committed to
investing in what matters. Last month, we
approved several infrastructure projects that will
improve the quality of life for all residents by
enhancing those experiences.

Maintaining the access and
amenities at city parks is one
of the city’s most important
tasks. We’ve added funding

for improvements to the aging

parking lots at Arrowhead

Aquatic Center, Snedigar and

Kevin Hartke

Paseo Vista. Additionally, we

increased spending on park maintenance and
landscaping which means more trash pickup,
irrigation repairs and tree planting and trimming.
And we’ve added funding for street maintenance
to do asphalt patching and roadway repairs on
city streets.

For decades, we’ve managed the city’s water

supply with a forward-thinking, thoughtful
approach that has resulted in a robust, sustainable
water portfolio for Chandler. It is our intent to
preserve it. We approved a new partnership with
SRP that will expand the city’s water supply by
building a new well on an unutilized Central
Arizona Project (CAP) facility.

And Chandler wouldn’t be the Community of
Innovation without investing in technologies like
solar.

We’ve entered into a new agreement to
evaluate the most cost-effective and energy-
saving solar solutions for City facilities, which
will ultimately increase our solar footprint across
Chandler.

To learn more about these projects, which
were all approved at the July 20 Regular City
Council Meeting, visit chandleraz.gov and search
for Council Meetings.

— Kevin Hartke is mayor of Chandler
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Climbing stairs
shouldn’t feel like
climbing Camelback.

Get back to the little things you love with stronger joints.
Whether it is climbing Camelback Mountain or climbing your
stairs without joint pain, we're here to get you back to the
life you love. Our highly specialized physician and patient
care staff works with each patient to establish a personalized
treatment and rehabilitation program.

Discover how we can get you back to living your life your way.
(Bt ]

2 Dignity Health.
<DC> Ort§opedi¥and

Sports Medicine Institute
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Connect with us

Connecting with the city on social media is a great way to stay up-to-date on
the latest city news, events, programs and services. See job listings, council

meetings, learn more about Team Chandler with employee spotlights, get
details on city events and so much more.

Follow us on:

Facebook, X (formerly known as Twitter), Instagram
and YouTube @cityofchandler

LinkedIn City of Chandler, AZ

‘ ‘CHANDLER
%a rirzona

"r' Take asurvey.

Tempe See our city improve.

Mckay's True Valutrari-'lrér ware -
4939 W Ray Rd
jw pd&(e 9 Chandler, AZ 85226
. 480-686-8064
Issues like safety, sustainability and the appearance of our city SC re e n Re pal r

affect our residents and businesses. Tell us what you think our top -
priorities should be and how we should budget our funds. Se rV| ce

...-. Take the Tempe Community SUI’VQV, I\/IcIKay's TrLtJ'eyvaIl,llle® Jis the r[_Dtlace f_or S(ireefn_ rep_air and
AR A ’ : replacement! You'’ll get expert service at a fair price on
ot and if TP _busmess Ieader, take B repair or replacement of window, patio and door screens.

the Tempe Business Survey. TEe oy Refresh your old screens—and your home — with
They are open through Aug. 31. A R help from your local True Value.
L

s tempe.gov/surveys
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Tempe Chamber elects new board, officers

%
new board of directors has Jayashree Ganesan, The Centers for . V
Aléeen elected by the Tempe Habilitation, Treasurer. ( \ !‘
hamber of Commerce for
the 2023-24 term. Said incoming Board of Directors — Deborah 1 KEY T E N E

Board Chalr Suzy Greeﬂwood about Arteaga, Tempe Communlty Actlon
priorities for the coming year: Agency; Nick Bastian, Exchange
.. I am excited about the Club of Tempe; John Bauer,

coming year, about continuing
to work alongside our dedicated,
knowledgeable and professional
board members. Together, along
with the Chamber’s exceptional

Dignity Health; Mike Bradley, ECD
Systems LLC; Laura Briscoe, Laura’s
Gourmet, Ashley Bunch, APS; Kelsey
Files, ASU; Lori Foster, Tempe

staff, we will steer towards progress, Downtown Authority; Tim Gomez,

innovation, and prosperity — our ASU; Matthew Heil, Phoenix Sky

vision for the Tempe business Harbor International Airport; Mark

community.” ’ Holthaus, Edward Jonesp Brokerage; D\M m\f\%\m%QTQOKCV\QY l S\O%CVL LQV\%\)\CK%Q @LMF
In addition to Greenwood, the Rosa Inchausti, City of Tempe; l

board includes: Michael Martin, Tempe Tourism,; / i3
Colin Diaz, ACE, IOM, Tempe Michael Neely, Tempe St. Luke’s <

Chamber, President/CEO; Suzy
Greenwood, Arizona Tax Advisors,
Board Chair; Megan Martin, SRP, Past
Board Chair; Tom Binge, Renaissance
Financial, Incoming Board Chair;

I Meet Your City Staff
O/ww //ﬂw £F% Sacm,é

Hospital; Paul Quinn, R&K Staffing;
Kate Smith, Rio Salado College; and
Beth Stull, State Farm Insurance
Companies.

Sohool Lot ’ Iy echnology Supgort

Join our Team.

ARIZONA TOP-RATED DISTRICT PROVIDES:
Competitive salary and benefit plans
Participation in the AZ pension plan
Rigorous, engaging instructional environments
Outstanding employee engagement
High expectations and achievement
Opportunities for career growth

lgtructionol A%lsmt

Y
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(City Manager Rosa Inchausti, Deputy City Manager Keith Burke, Deputy City Manager Tom Duensing, Interim Deputy City Manager Greg Ruiz

Tuesday, Aug.22 4to6p.m.

5 p.m. - Remarks from City Manager Rosa Inchausti
Tempe History Museum 809 E. Southern Ave.

Stop by for free pie and conversations with City Manager Rosa Inchausti, Voted best place to work - Ahwatukee AFN, 2022
our Deputy City Managers and City of Tempe department directors. l
Talk to our team and learn more about your

community. You could win a gift certificate to one of
our local bakeries. Drawings are at 5, 5:30 and 6 p.m.

Apply online at kyrene.org/careers

@
XKyreneSchooIDistrict
READY FOR THE FUTURE

<
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Tempe Schools chief will join other U.S. leaders in quest to ‘reimagine education’

to-day business of running one of the state’s

best recognized school districts apparently is
only one of the challenges the Tempe Elementary
superintendent wants to confront.

The other is when he gathers with his likewise
esteemed counterparts around the country as a way
to explore even more innovative ideas to achieve
students’ futures.

For Dr. James Driscoll, facing the routine, day-

Good news, Driscoll recently
learned.

The has been selected to join
the 2023-24 Fellowship for Public
Education Leadership cohort run
by the Broad Center at Yale’s
School of Management.

The fellowship, made up of
19 senior-level public education
leaders from across the United
States, will collaborate in examining
the challenges that currently affect public
education, and be aimed at reimagining possibilities
for students in the future.

Starting this fall, Driscoll will begin the program
that is said to bring the brightest minds in public

Dr. Driscoll

A
3 rg(

New Bakery Breakfast!

education together.

The fellows are scheduled to meet four times
over 10 months, during which they are to be
exposed to leading management research on
effective public education systems and educational
policy.

The topics are intended to be applied to the
public school systems in which the participating
leaders serve.

Said Driscoll:

“I am honored to be joining (the fellowship),
which I believe will help bring Tempe Elementary
closer to my long term goal of changing the
educational outcomes for all students, and the
work experiences for all employees in our district.”

Driscoll has set forth a vision for Tempe
Elementary through the implementation of the
district’s strategic plan, which includes the goal
of “all students having access to engaging and
meaningful instruction taught by high quality
educators no matter what school that they attend
within the district.”

Driscoll added that he sees the Broad Fellowship
with which he is participating “as a communion
of individuals who share a strong commitment to

expand access to world-class public education to
every American student, and I am excited to learn
from them.”

The Yale program, a think-tank-style concept,
places an emphasis on connecting participants with
leading practitioners in the field to help further
their transformative work.

Driscoll said he believes that this will help
strengthen the important efforts that Tempe
Elementary staff “are leading each and every day.”

Noted Driscoll:

“I know that I don’t have all of the answers
or solutions for the problems our district may
encounter.

"But I know that I want to be the best leader I
can possibly be for the students and employees that
I proudly serve."

As to how his upcoming experience at the Yale
School of Management’s Broad Center will be
useful, Driscoll added:

“I believe that in starting this dialogue among
my counterparts across the nation, I will be able to
better help Tempe Elementary students, employees,
and community obtain the outcomes I deeply
dream for them to achieve.”

gr,eaﬁiﬂ@&

Bread Co®

Bakery - Cafe
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Bread. The way it ought to be

1730 EWarner Road @ McCImtock
Tempe, AZ 85284 - (480)777-1141
TempeGreatHarvest.com

New breakfast options
Better coffee and tea
Same great bread

@TEMPEGHB
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Mention Promo Code DASHMAN15WN for 15% off your order!

DASH
DESIGNS

CUSTOM FABRIC AUTO ACCESSORIES

The UItlmate
DASH COVER!
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SEAT -

CUSTOM SEATCOVERS

FREE INSTALLATION

at Our Tempe Location*
*Some Excepnons Apply

13

FACTORY OUTLET STORE
615 W Knox Rd. Tempe
(480) 967-1675
www.DashDesigns.com
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Join us for an

Open House

at our brand new Chandler site!

Wednesday, September 13 | 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
ASU Chandler Innovation Center (ACIC)

-~

Discover OLLI at ASU's newest Chandler location! Meet
Director Jared Swerzenski and our friendly OLLI at ASU staff.
Connect, ask questions, and build new connections while
enjoying light refreshments and food. Register in advance to
secure your spot at this free event, exclusively for our valued
members! As a special thank you, each attendee will
receive one complimentary class session!

Fall 2023 ACIC Classes

Great Discoveries
Instructor: Dr. Kjir Hendrickson
Tuesdays, Oct. 3,10, 17 & 24| 1:00-2:30 p.m.

Vietnam: Your Next Vacation Destination?
Instructor: Dan Fellner
Wednesday, Oct. 18 | 10:30 am. - 12:00 p.m.

Enchanting Wonders: The World of
Hummingbirds

Instructor: Kathe Anderson

Wednesday, Nov. 1]10:30 am. - 12:00 p.m.

Designing and 3D printing a Geometric
Cookie Cutter

Instructor: Brett Kennedy

Friday Nov. 10th | 10:30 am. - 12:00 p.m.

Overcoming Victimization: Building
Resilience Through Community
Instructor: Cassie Harvey

Monday, Nov. 13 | 10:30 am. - 12:00 p.m.

Listen to Your Oracles: Delphi & the Greeks
Instructor: Dr. Sarah Bolmarcich
Wednesday, Dec. 6 | 10:30 am. - 12:00 p.m.

Don’t Miss This Chance To Celebrate Lifelong Learning
With OLLI at ASU!

E Visit our website!

' ASU Chandler Innovation Center ‘Osher Lifelong
| 249 E. Chicago St. Chandler, AZ 85225 Learning Institute
E lifelonglearning.asu.edu | 602.543.6440 Arizona State University

Offices: Warner Century Plaza
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Wrangler News is driveway delivered every
other Saturday throughout the year to homes
& rack locations in Tempe & Chandler

‘The Valley’s Best
Community Newspaper’
— Phoenix magazine

Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC

Sorry, we do not accept paid “advertorials.”

Founder/Publisher: Don Kirkland
Associate Publisher: Ty Tabat
Content Coordinator: Andrew Lwowski
Contributors: Janie Magruder, Alex Zener,
M.V. Moorhead, Sally Mesarosh

2145 E. Warner Road,
Ste. 102 Tempe, AZ 85284

(480) 966-0845

Press Option 1 for your call to be directed
‘We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas!
Feel free to call with article suggestions. We accept
manuscripts and photographs from area residents
about topics of interest to our community.

Tempe Chamber of Commerce
Chandler Chamber of Commerce

CALL US TO LEARN HOW WE CAN
HELP YOU PROMOTE YOUR TEMPE
AND WEST CHANDLER ENDEAVORS

Articles appearing in this publication represent
the opinion of the writer and not necessarily that
of Wrangler News or Newslink LLC. Acceptance of
advertising does not constitute an endorsement of the
described products or services. We reserve the right
to reject advertising or other content that we feel does
not meet the needs or interests of our readership. To
place a vacation stop and for other delivery requests,
send email to editor@wranglernews.com or call
(480) 966-0845, Option 1. Full, downloadable copies
of recent issues, along with a searchable database of
past articles and a complete Media Kit with rates &
information,are available at www.WranglerNews.com.

Member

Wrangler News is printed on partially recycled newsprint
with ink made from 98 percent soy content

Copyright © 2023




PAGE 12 e« AUG 19 - SEPT 1, 2023

Like what you see IT TAKES A VILLAGE

in Wrangler News? The Meals on Wheels service of AT Be alegend.
Tempe Community Action Agency : Insure your life.
, , : , provides homebound seniors get a
Think you'd enjoy being part of | | meal and a daily well-being visit with
our team? We're always on the a staff member or volunteer thanks to
lookout for friendly, energetic initiatives by TCAA.
people who might want to add The recent extreme heat has increased st v bren by o
their writing or photo talent to the need services, according to TCAA Jompe, 2 8028 your family. 'm here to help.
what we do. Call or email us officials. raryaaioras g@siaerameon - LETS TALK TODAY
to talk about how you might fit While grants and contracts help to
into this family of happy folks support TCAA’s Meals on Wheels

who love what we do. We look program, it is not enough to keep
up with the growing need, said a

forward to hearing from you. spokesperson.

480-966-0837 9-5 M-F @%} StateFarm:

or edltor@wranglernews.com lnformatlon: tem peaCtlon °0rg/Vl"age State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)

State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
1708145 Bloomington, IL
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MCC is a community where you can truly feel like you
belong. A place where your one-of-a-kind experiences
are celebrated, where you are supported and where
discovering new possibilities is second nature.

COOOCO
COOCOC

Q0Q00Q040Q
In person, online and hybrid small class formats

COCOO0CO0OCO
OO OO0V COCOCO0OC O

Transfer agreements with 40+ universities
Short-term industry career certifications
Scholarships and assistance with paying for college
Supportive instructors

Real world project learning

Southern and Dobson Campus
1833 West Southern Ave Mesa, AZ 85202 / 480-461-7000 / mesacc.edu

The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA institution and an

equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with disabilities. All qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or national origin. A lack of English language skills will not
be a barrier to admission and participation in the career and technical education programs of
the District. The Maricopa County Community College District does not discriminate on the basis

- - oy F !\ ~
e j ()8 e : e =
of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities. For Title [X/504
concerns, call the following number to reach the appointed coordinator: (480) 731-8499. For
additional information, as well as a listing of all coordinators within the Maricopa College system,

visit http://www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.
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Aug-Sept 2023

Tempe

MakRing waves in the desert / /

o . On Sept. 10, there will be a Tunnel
H eal I ng F I e I d to Towers 5K Run/Walk at 8 a.m. and a
Freedom Concert from 6:30-9 p.m.

is Se Pt. 9 - I I On Sept. 11, there will be candlelight

ceremonies at 5:46 a.m. and 7 p.m. to read

empe will honor the victims of the the names of victims and first responders.
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks with a display Volunteers are invited to assist in
of patriotism and unity at the annual | standing up and down the flags on Sept.
Healing Field tribute at Tempe Beach Park, 9 and Sept. 12 at 6 a.m. Healing Field is
located at Mill Avenue and Rio Salado presented by the Exchange Club of Tempe.
Parkway. The free event runs Saturday, Sept. For more information, visit
9, through Monday, Sept. 11. tempehealingfield.org.
H|gh SChOOl StUdentS: you want tg g0. ' w01tk.shops, one-on-one
Our advisors are available advising and college and career
CheCk out CO”@S@ to walk alongside high school connections.
students, and people of all ages, to Every student who participates
COHneCt Tempe explore post-sgcorll)dary educition is eligige for a Chancelzo winpa GOIlege
No matter where you’re and career opportunities. $1,000 scholarship at the end of conne ct
starting from, College Connect Free in-person and virtual the school year. Get connected at
Tempe can help you get to where resources include interactive tempe.gov/CollegeConnect.

Hawigale youwr palh te college and career success.

South Tempe to see contractors City grants fund neighborhOOd improvements, art

in neighborhOOdS this month This summer, the City Council approved supports the arts — that’s why the City Council in
Tempe is working and the hose bib where funding $327,250 in grants for neighborhood 2022 increased funding support for arts grants

G A STEIET ST SRIET @i (e e improvement projects as part of this year’s by 50%.

line inventory project Results of the inspection Maryanne Corder Neighborhood Grant program. This year, the city has just awarded nearly

to improve public will be delivered on The funded projects are neighborhood- $225,000 in arts funding for exciting, inclusive

health, which includes a doorhanger—no generated requests for art, bike racks, arts and culture programs.

inspections of service Ao s reedk Gomm sustainable landscaping and adaptive streets Tempe awarded 35 arts grants to nonprofit

lines near water meters. | Tempe water customers; initiatives. organizations and artists collectives to support a

The inspections are however, contractors Kudos to all neighbors who applied this wide variety of activities, from theatre groups to

quick, performed may request some cycle — your work to enhance quality of life in musical performances to inventive arts events in

outside and involve residents temporarily Tempe is so appreciated! Learn more about unexpected spaces.

visual verification of relocate vehicles. Find the program and apply next year at tempe.gov/ An additional $75,000 will be distributed

senvicellinermaterial EeiRe (oo A NeighborhoodGrants through more grant categories this fall.

e R SEiET TIEiET tempe.gov/ServiceLine. Tempe has always been a community that Learn more at tempe.gov/ArtsGrants.

www - t e m p e = g ov tenuwm Call to City Hall n City of Tempe y @tempegov Youllli[) tempellvideo @tempegov
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SPORTS

— Photos courtesy of Mike Pollak

Hometown hero Mike Pollak took his
talent from the Aztecs to the Sun Devils,
where he became an All-Pac-10 starter.

Coaching a safer, not softer game

From a one-on-one interview
with Mike Pollak by Andrew Lwowski

ike Pollak, who played football for Corona
Mdel Sol and Arizona State before having

a successful seven-year stint in the NFL,
returned to Tempe questioning the game he
dedicated his life to. He questioned his long-term
health and even asked himself if he wanted his kids
playing the sport he grew up playing and loved.

His concerns were heightened by ‘Concussion,’

the Will Smith film that hit theaters in 2015 and

caused an epidemic of concern in the world of
football regarding player safety.

“There was all these news stories of CTE,”
Pollak said. “Former players — we had in depth
conversations with ourselves and were going, ‘Are
we broken? Like what’s going on?’ And there was
this negative stigma of football.”

It took a few years for Pollak to find his calling
after leaving the league, but now his love for the
game is as strong as ever.

Pollak graduated from Corona del Sol in 2003
after becoming a standout two-way player in
football as guard and defensive line, but was also an

ace pitcher. As a highly-regarded three-star football
player who earned All-Region honors, First-Team
All-Arizona, First-Team All-City and All-Conference,
Pollak went on to play center for Arizona State from
2003-07.

After a successful three years for the Sun Devils
where he earned All-Pac-10 second-team in 2000,
first-team honors in 2007 and received the Tim
Landers Iron Man Award, Cecil Bono Team Captain
Award and Pat Tillman Award team awards his
senior season, he declared for the 2008 draft where
he was selected 59th overall in the second round to
the Indianapolis Colts.



He played seven years between the Colts, the
Carolina Panthers and Cincinnati Bengals before
retiring and moving back to Tempe and finding
work as volunteer offensive assistant before taking
on offensive coordinator under then-head coach
Cory Nenaber.

Pollak brought experience, knowledge and
a passion to his alma mater (Corona) and was
eventually offered a head coach position when
Nenaber moved to athletic director.

It seemed like a dream come true for Pollak.

“I kind of looked at this fork of the road and
where my life is going,” Pollak said. “I can be a
really young head coach for the high school that
I went to and be here for a long time. But there
was something about safe football, which is the Tip
of the Spear, that I just couldn’t turn away from
because I felt like there was an opportunity to
change the game for the positive.”

During that time, he reconnected with Scott
Peters, a former Sun Devil lineman and seven-year
NFL veteran himself who founded Tip of the Spear,
a program aimed at teaching contact technique to
limit blows to the head during the game.

Pollak began shadowing Peters during his clinics
around the Valley to promote better technique for
linemen. That changed Pollak’s perception of the
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game.

Peters’ epiphany of how to better the game
took a more humbling path for him, however, says
Pollak.

“So, at the end of (Peters’) NFL career, he was
like studying Jujutsu as like a way to stay in shape,”
he recalled. “NFL guys do all sorts of crazy stuff
in the offseason, and so he gets into this realm of
martial arts that was pretty foreign to him at the
time.

“He figured, ‘T'm a big strong NFL offensive
linemen, I can throw guys around at will,” and he
quickly learned that even guys half a size and twice
his age can really do damage to him.

“He got into this realm of martial arts where
he was getting his butt kicked by guys that were
smaller than him. It didn’t make sense because
in the world of football, bigger, faster, stronger
mindset is what has always been preached from
coaches at all levels.”

It was through that experience that Peters began
to question how he could translate such power
through technique and leverage into the world of
football.

The hips generate the most power of any
movement, but by having the hips as the driving
force to initiate contact for the hands rather than

upper body, Pollak says, the head is prevented from
being drawn toward contact.

And there’s evidence of the program’s success.
Peters accepted a role as an assistant offensive
line coach for the Cleveland Browns, and during
that span, the Browns offensive line recorded the
fewest hits across all 32 clubs. The study was done
independently by the NFL using accelerometers.

Pollak himself has seen it first-hand. While
coaching at Corona, he began working with Austin
Dixon, a 6-foot-6, 265-pound lineman that was on
no one’s recruiting radar. With training from Pollak,
Dixon was “able to put his life on a completely
different course.” Dixon went on to sign with Boise
State, but his life was forever changed, and Pollak
said that was a “really cool experience.”

Even though Pollak’s mother is an educator and
his brother is the head baseball coach for Arizona
Preparatory College, he never thought of himself
as a teacher. But seeing how he could change lives
reignited his passion for the game.

Now in his seventh year, Pollak has taken over
as director of training, but the program remains the
same. Tip of the Spear travels nationwide to teach
technique clinics to coaches and players for all
levels of the game, from youth leagues to the NFL
and everything in between.
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SPORTS NOTEBOOK with Alex Zener

Season opens with a
bit of media ‘buzz’
for Corona's Aztecs

Since then, Barro has had a full year to work
together with the team to create what he believes
to be a positive team culture, where players are
passionate, want to be a talented team and want
to win, which has to start with individual and team
accountability.

Barro has also been working on getting the
Aztecs to be more disciplined and play with more
toughness.

In addition, Barro is counting
on his senior leadership, which
he believes is one of the strengths
of this year’s team, along with
the number of returning players,
positive team chemistry and player
speed, to help them win games now
that the season is about to start.

A great deal of leadership of a
football team usually starts with
the quarterback which is one of the
areas that Barro is confident Corona
has from their senior quarterback,
Connor Ackerley.

Ackerley has improved since
last season as a leader, leading
by example and vocally, when
necessary, and someone the younger
players look up to, according to
Barro.

Ackerley, ready to start his third
season as quarterback, has had his
name batted around the Arizona
high school media all summer.

For instance, he was listed as No.
67 in the Arizona Republic’s Big 150
Top College Football Prospects in

i |

Varsity quarterback Connor Ackerley looks to lead Corona’s Aztecs

back to playoffs.

ith a second-year head coach who has put
\. N / together an explosive offense led by an
experienced quarterback and a number of
notable players, the Aztecs are creating some buzz
in the high school sports media before the 2023
season starts the first Friday in September.

Coach Jake Barro, in his first year as head
coach, led the Aztecs to an 8-3 record in 2022
making it into the state playoffs where the team
lost to Mesa by just three points, 24-21, in the first
round.

— Wrangler Photo By Andrew Lwowski

Arizona’s 2024 high school class.

The Arizona Republic declared
“watch for a monster senior season
from Ackerley, who has continued
to make big strides since his
sophomore year.”

Ackerley played in 10 games his sophomore year
completing 75 out of 143 passes for a total of 1051
yards and nine touchdowns.

Last season, his junior year, the 6 ft-1
quarterback played in nine games completing
130 out of 198 passes for a total of 2215 yards
or 246 passing yards a game with a total of 22
touchdowns.

Another name being batted around the media

included 6 ft. junior wide receiver Raiden Vines-
Bright who was the Aztecs leading receiver last
season with an average of 84.6 yards a game or a
total of 761 yards with nine touchdowns.

Vines-Bright was listed at No. 5 on the Arizona
Republic’s Top 100 prospects in the Class of 2025
where he was described as having “jet speed with
great moves and the ability to elude defenders after
catches.”

Vines-Bright is being recruited by a number
of universities and has received offers from ASU,
Arizona, Colorado State, Michigan, Wisconsin, Ole
Miss and UCLA.

Vines-Bright is only one of Corona’s top three
receivers who have also received scholarship offers,
which may be part of the reason, besides Ackerley;,
that the Aztecs were listed as No. 3 when the
Arizona Republic listed its top teams with the best
receiving groups.

The other two Aztec receivers with college
scholarship offers, who are expected to make it
hard for defenses to contain, double-team or focus
on just one receiver, are senior Zuri Glenn and
freshman Jai Jones.

Glenn, who caught 29 passes for a total of
585 yards and six touchdowns last season, was
the second leading receiver on the team. He has
received a college scholarship offer from North
Dakota.

Jones is one of Corona’s four freshman players
to make the Arizona Republic’s freshman phenom
50 list from the 2027 graduating class.

Currently at 6-ft, Jones, who is No. 7 on the
Republic’s list, already has offers from ASU, NAU
and Colorado State. He is one of the most talented
young receivers Barro has seen.

The other three Corona freshman who made the
Republic’s freshman phenom 50 list include No. 20
Keegan Pederson, No. 38 Kam Richardson

and No 39 Luke Farrell.

Playing wide receiver, Pederson has been
compared to potentially end up as good as Ricky
Pearsall by the time he is a senior.

Another wide receiver, Richardson, is said to
have great breakaway speed and may potentially
play varsity this season.

Farrell, who is already 6-3, is a good all-around
athlete with great arm strength. He may have the
potential to be a Power 5 quarterback, according to
Barro.

Three additional seniors made the Republic’s



recent football prospects list in the 2024 graduating
class including Malcolm Flynn, Keyvon Thomas
and Jose Chavez.

Flynn is the Aztecs punter who was ranked No.
10 in the Arizona Republic’s kicker list. He is also
ranked by Kohl’s as the No. 54 punter in the nation
after punting the ball 32 times last season for a
total of 1312 yards in 10 games for an average of 41
yards a punt.

Flynn put 11 punts inside the 20-yard line
pinning down the Aztecs opponents deep in their
territory. His longest punt was 70 yards. He has a
college scholarship offer from Brown University.

Playing cornerback on defense, Thomas is
ranked No. 41 on the Republic’s list of prospects
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due to his “great ball skills and speed.”

Thomas averaged two tackles a game and had
one interception. He is being recruited by several
universities and has offers from Nevada, Utah and

Colorado State.

Chavez, as an offensive lineman, is ranked No.
118 out of 150. He is described as “a big anchor on
a strong line that will be instrumental in helping

Corona run their explosive offensive.”
Two of Corona’s juniors made the Arizona

Republics top football prospects in the 2026 high

school class: Jaz Tureaud and Jude Stevens.

Tureaud, playing at the defensive end position,
listed at No. 18, is described as a “dominating pass

rusher who should play varsity as a sophomore and
should get more college interest after this season.”

Stevens, listed at No. 48, can play the wide
receiver position as well as return kickoffs for the
Aztecs. He is described as “fast, running 40 yards
in 4.6 seconds, with great return skills and good
vision.”

The Aztecs have a more difficult schedule than
last season, starting the season off with two away
games, at Centennial on Sept. 1 and at Pinnacle on
Sept. 8.

On Sept 15 Corona will be at home but against
Chandler and then at home on Sept. 22 against
Marcos de Niza.

Barro aiming to replicate his championship success

Story and photo
by Andrew Lwowski

Jake Barro, a Corona del Sol graduate himself,
took over coaching duties for the Aztecs a season
ago, and his championship pedigree was visible
from the start.

Before Barro came to Tempe, he led Casa
Grande Union High School to the 4A state
championship, beating Poston Butte 33-28 and
claiming the programs first undefeated record since
1950 and first-ever state title.

Now, he will lead the Aztecs against his former
program to open to the 2023-24 season on Aug. 25
at Hascall Henshaw Stadium.

Before Barro was at Casa Grande, the program
was in shambles. In 2016, Barro led the Gauchos to
their first winning record in 10 years.

Corona finished its season 5-5 before Barro's
arrival, and during his first year players saw more
explosive players and dynamic play calling, which
provided a spark for the system.

The Aztecs finished 8-3, a drastic change from a
year ago, and managed to earn a playoff berth.

Now with his base set through the players,
expect Barro and his key returning playmakers,
such as senior quarterback Connor Ackerley and
junior receiver Raiden Vines-bright on offense, to
shine while the defense anchors down.




Corona cross

country boosters

launch 50/50
fundraiser

Hoping to double last

year's contrioutions

Contributed by Emily Horton

overcoming challenges. Often, it’s runner
gainst self. But a team of cross country
runners at Corona del Sol High School face a
challenge beyond where their legs and heart can

R:nning long distances has always been about
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carry them.

A

They’re looking for support from the outside
their control to get them to the finish.

The Corona Cross Country Boosters Club it
seeking support for its annual 50/50 Raffle, which
is now officially open. The goal is to raise $10,000
or more, which would almost double last year’s
amount. In a 50/50 raffle, the winner can choose

CORONA DEL SOL

to take home half of the total pot or donate the
winnings back to the club.
Last year’s winner won more than $2,700.
Additionally, club parents and supporters say
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Nov 1.

the money is needed to help bridge a gap in school
district funding that would enable the athletes to
stay on course in the new season.

The 50/50 Raffle is live now and runs through
Halloween.

Tickets can be purchased at http://go.rallyup.
com/coronadelsolxc5050.

Ticket prices are one for $20, three for $50, and
10 for $100. The winner will be announced on

Corona del Sol cross country athletes represent
the community in local and regional races, usually
at a distance of 5K (3.2 miles).

In addition to the team-sports component,
the students are aimed at developing self-esteem,
confidence, discipline and the ability to persevere.

The Corona Cross Country Boosters Club is a
charitable nonprofit organization whose mission is
to support the members of the Boys and Girls Cross
Country teams.

The club may be reached at coronadelsolxc@
gmail.com. Adderess: 9920 S. Rural Road, Suite 108,
PMB 49, Tempe, Arizona, 85284.

New ‘quirky’ artwork coming to I-10 pedestrian bridges

alley residents will soon
start noticing tall, magenta
structures poking out of new

pedestrian bridges being constructed

as part of the Arizona Department of

Transportation’s I-10 Broadway Curve
Improvement Project.

It’s not imagination. New artwork
is coming to life over the next several
months, and Tempe artists are behind
the design.

In June, crews began installing
the spans on two brand new multi-
use bridges between Baseline and
Broadway roads designed to provide
safe access for walkers, runners and
bikers traveling between Tempe and
Phoenix.

The bridges create new freeway
crossings at bike and pedestrian
corridors at Alameda Drive, between
Broadway and Southern Avenues, and
the Western Canal, just south of US
60.

In addition to increasing safety
and convenience for pedestrians and
bicyclists, planners say the bridges
will offer a pleasing visual for anyone
walking or biking, as well as the
drivers who travel underneath.

In 2019, the city of Tempe
conducted a national search to find an
artist to enhance the future pedestrian

bridges with art that speaks to the
Arizona climate.

A group of panelists made up of
community members, city staff and
professional artists recommended the
selection of Tempe residents Matthew
and Maria Salenger of coLAB Studio. .

The Salengers’ explained that their
design is inspired by the fruit of the
prickly pear cactus. The top of each
bridge features 10 large magenta
sculptures meant to evoke the look of
the fruit. Each sculpture has a metal
plate at the bottom that allows the
sun to pass through and cast shadows
of hand drawn organic patterns based
on local flora.

“The ‘City Fruit’ public art
installation will be quite unique. It
is quirky, but the intent is serious,”
Matthew Salenger said.

“I want people to feel the art
is celebrating the two pedestrian
bridges over the 1I-10, and to make the
connection that these bridges are a
tasty treat for Tempe; in other words,
they are ‘City Fruit.””

Matthew and Maria have lived in
Tempe for over 25 years. cOLAB’s
work has included dozens of public
art installations in addition to
architecture projects and master
plans. The firm’s work can be found

—

throughout the Valley.

These new pedestrian bridges help
achieve Tempe’s goal of increasing
multi-modal transportation. The
Alameda Drive bridge will connect
to the Alameda Drive Bicycle and
Pedestrian Street Improvement
Project. The project is in progress
now to create larger bike lanes and
add traffic calming measures, among
other components, to make the
corridor more walkable and bikeable.

Tempe is one of the leading bike
communities in the country with
over 220 miles of bikeways. The
League of American Bicyclists recently

re-designated Tempe as a Gold-Level
Bicycle Friendly Community. These
bridges will provide a low-stress, off-
street connection for people to safely
get to a host of destinations every
year.

“These bridges represent decades
of work by the City of Tempe to fill
gaps in our bicycle and pedestrian
system and link not just Tempe
bicycle corridors but also create a
regional pathway of systems along
the canals regionwide,” said Eric
Iwersen, Director of Sustainability and
Resilience for the City of Tempe.

“These investments by Maricopa
Association of Governments, ADOT,
City of Tempe and voters are a
partnership to create a sustainable
transportation system for generations
to come.”

The artwork for the project
is funded through Tempe Transit
Tax and Municipal Arts funds. The
pedestrian bridges are funded in
part by a dedicated half-cent sales
tax approved by Maricopa County
voters in 2004 for projects, such as
this one, identified in the Maricopa
Association of Government’s Regional
Transportation Plan. The Federal
Highway Administration provided
additional funding.
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Familiar call:
Play ball

Diablo Stadium
a crowd pleaser
as always

Special for Wrangler News
by Andrew Lwowski
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ven minus nearly a dozen of its top

performers and a few other minor

complications, Tempe Diablo Stadium can
still draw a crowd. Check out the numbers:

Tempe Diablo and the familiar Los Angeles
Angels organization saw nearly 110,000 fans in
attendance during the 2023 spring training season,
best numbers in a decade. Despite Diablo having
the smallest capacity of the other 10 Cactus League
stadiums, seating only 9,558, it ranks seventh, with
an average attendance of 7,292.

Even more remarkable is that Tempe was able to
top its attendance numbers without 10 players due
to the World Baseball Classic, including MLB stars
Mike Trout and Shohei Ohtani.

Now, Diablo Stadium Manager Jerry Hall says
the fans are excited to be back enjoying baseball
again; he knew both Trout and Ohtani would miss
part of the training season.

However, Hall began to realize, it may not have

been the stars that attracted the high attendance
but the back-to-normalcy, something Tempe Diablo
and fans missed for the last few seasons.

“So, in 2020,” said Hall, “we went almost all
the way through; we lost about five games...“And,
for 2021, we had the 15 games but we were only
allowed to have 1,500 people in attendance at a
time when people spread out all throughout the
stadium.

‘And then, in 2022, there was the lockout and
they came back, and we ended up playing six
games, but that was at the very end of March.

‘And I think a lot of people didn’t want to make
reservations for hotels and cars, and (at that time)
they didn’t know they were going to be able to get
tickets or what was allowed.

“I think a lot of it had to do with just planning,
like nobody knew when they were going to come

out of the walkout.”
Now that all the dust has settled and there are
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no longer obstacles, fans flocked back for America’s
favorite pasttime in one of the pristine tourist
cities, Tempe.

The location and backdrop are a draw in the
stadium’s success as well, says Hall. “The location
along the 1-10 freeway, stunning desert butte views
and proximity to other stadiums in the area, just
minutes from Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport—it’s
primed for welcoming visitors to the warmer
spring Arizona climate.”

The location along Interstate-10 and short
commute from Sky Harbor makes spring training at
Tempe Diablo a breeze. In fact, roughly 80 percent
of attendees this year live outside of Arizona,
according to a survey conducted by Tremont
Global.

¢ To have spring training
right here in our backyard is
such a tremendous benefit,
not only for the locals who
live here but also for the
folks who get to experience
Tempe as visitors.

Corey Woods

Mayor of Tempe

Some fans come straight from Sky Harbor or
plan for flying out after the game, Hall says, and
he and those at the stadium accommodate that
situation by holding luggage, which is a “major
advantage” over the competition.

“To have spring training right here in our
backyard is such a tremendous benefit, not only for
the locals who live here but also for the folks who
get to experience Tempe as visitors,” said Tempe
Mayor Corey Woods, adding his enthusiasm for the
Diablo Stadium’s popularity.

“And these travelers aren’t just attending
games—they are also dining in local restaurants,
staying in our hotels and spending dollars that get
invested right back into our city.”

Hall, who has been a city of Tempe employee for
25 years and has been working for Diablo Stadium
for the last 17 years, allows him to work with
Tempe events and the Angels organization. Tempe
Diablo hosts a number of charity and social events
as well as athletic events outside of the MLB.

“Obviously, high school baseball is one of our
biggest things,” he said. “We knew that 21/2 weeks
of the state championships is one reason why they
like us, and because of our location as well. It’s this
right the middle of everybody.”

Additionally, Tempe Diablo is the headquarters
for National Adult Baseball Association and Men’s
Senior Baseball League, which bring in players from
across the globe.

“From the end of September to the beginning
of November, we’ll have close to 300 or 400 men’s
teams playing in our stadium,” Hall said. “Most of
them are out of state, from all over the country.

Some come all the way from New York; we’ve

had teams from the Netherlands come play, we’ve
had teams from Australia, and from other places
outside the country.”

Hall says that the stadium’s east parking lot
isn’t just for business, but for community events
such as the Sharing Walk for Down Syndrome, Best
Buddies Friendship Walk, Arizona Truck Driving
Championship and the World of Illumination
during the holiday season.

Diablo stadium’s prime location and its
history—being the oldest in the Cactus league—has
cemented itself as has been a staple for not only
Tempe, but Arizona.

The Angels have called it home for the last 30
years and, fortunately, the city of Tempe and the
Angels organization have signed a new agreement,
securing Tempe as the Angels home through at least
2035.

Officials of the involved entities have said
that renovations, including a new clubhouse,
outfield concourse and additional seating to better
accommodate fans and entertainment, are also due
to be undertaken as part of plans for improvement
to the facility.



PAGE 21 e AUG 19 - SEPT 1, 2023

No Second Chance
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Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is up to 50X stronger ,/ 3;/.1,'
than heroin and 100X stronger than Morphine. /;”/ ’ '
Y/ ™

DEA lab testing reveals 60% of counterfeit pills can contain
a potentially lethal dose of fentanyl.

Counterfeit pills often mimic pharmaceutical drugs such as
Percocet and Xanax. Fentanyl can also be used as a cutting
agent in other drugs such as Molly, Methamphetamine, and
infused in nasal sprays and Vapes.

There are two types of fentanyl; pharmaceutical (legitimate use
by medical professionals) and illicitly manufactured fentanyl,
often made in foreign labs with no quality control and it is
distributed through illegal drug markets. It is highly addictive.

The only safe medications are those prescribed by a trusted
medical professional and dispensed by a licensed pharmacist.

With fentanyl,
there may not be a second chance!

TempexUnion

HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

to reduce underage drinking and drug use

Tempe Coalition is a grant-funded project of Tempe Community Council, a 501(c)3

For additional resources and information please visit:
LearnmoreAZ.org and TempeCoalition.org

m The Tempe Coalition meets the second Tuesday of each month.

. N For more information please contact Bernadette_Coggins@Tempe.gov.
to view local teens sharing
this important message Sponsored by Tempe Coalition in Partnership with Tempe Union High School District

This publication was made possible by grant number H79T1083320 from SAMHSA. The view, opinions, and content of this publication are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions, or policies of SAMHSA or HHS
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5-time Grammy nominee bringing interactive kids' music to Arts Center

By M.V. Moorhead

When it comes to children’s music, Justin
Roberts doesn’t offer up “This Old Man” or “The
Wheels on the Bus.”

The singer and songwriter, who performs on
August 26 at Tempe Center for the Arts, assumes
that kids can handle a bit more lyrical and musical
sophistication. Five Grammy nominations would
suggest that he may be right.

By phone from his native Chicago, while he’s
driving with his four-year-old son Eli, Roberts
explains how he learned the musical capacities of
small kids.

“I was playing in a band for grown-ups, and
working in a preschool,” he recalls. “I would sing
Sam Cooke and the Ramones for the kids, just

always making sure that the lyrics were appropriate.

There’s nothing more beautiful than watching a
bunch of kids sing ‘Cupid.””

Roberts also began writing songs for the kids in
his class. A graduate of Kenyon College in Ohio and

member of a band called Pimentos for Gus, Roberts
dropped out of both the band and graduate school
when a recording of his children’s songs gained
the interest of a record producer. His debut album,
Great Big Sun, followed in 1997.

More than a dozen albums have come since,
along with multiple awards and nominations.
He plays as many as a hundred live shows a
year around the country, though scheduling can
sometimes be tricky:

“My wife is a classical cellist, and she also tours.”

Asked who his major musical influences are, he
replies unhesitatingly “Brian Wilson. Elvis Costello.
Any kind of melodic rock. Lyrics like Loudoun
Wainwright or Ron Sexsmith.”

Wilson is a particular favorite. Roberts recalls
that when he was a kid his older brother forbade
him from becoming a Beatles fanatic like him, so he
opted for Wilson instead. He names Pet Sounds as
his favorite album.

“I actually met Brian at one point,” Roberts
proudly notes. He got to open for the Beach
Boys legend in a concert at a school in California,

he says, after “Keith Richards fell out of a tree.
[Wilson] heard me singing an Elvis Costello song
at soundcheck, and came up and said that made
him happy.”But as to his influences specifically in
the field of music for kids, Roberts also shows no
hesitation: “Schoolhouse Rock.”

The ‘70s-era educational song cartoons from
Saturday morning TV, designed to teach kids
multiplication and grammar and civics and the like,
were another important model for his style.

Roberts and his band The Not Ready for
Naptime Players bring their current show, Space
Cadet, to Tempe Center for the Arts at 11 a.m.
and 2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 26. Tickets are $20
for adults, $10 for youth. The show is a concert
with theatrical elements. “Being kids’ music,”
says Roberts, “it’s very interactive, with puppets
onstage. I'm the straight man. I have the easy part.”

Tempe Center for the Arts is located at 700 W,
Rio Salado Parkway. For details call 480-350-2822.



Lifetime award for MCC
music director Shryock

One of Mesa Community College Music
Theatre's most notable program directors, Tempe
resident Darin Shryock, has received a lifetime
achievement award from the Arizona Chapter of the
American Choral Directors Association.

Said Shyrock: “It is a great honor to be
recognized by one's peers. The list of music
educators in Arizona that I look up to is long, and
it gives me pause to be recognized as one among
them.”

Choir has been a part of Shyrock’s life for more
than 45 years, he said. “It gave me focus in high
school, purpose in college and grad school, and a
career in Arizona," he said.

Live music fees reduced

Start planning for patio weather: For Tempe
businesses who’d like to host live music, now’s
the time to get the needed permit.

Best of all, fees are now significantly more
affordable—the one-time fee is now $200
through March 1, down from $1,671.

By reducing the cost of the permit, say city
officials, it’s hoped that more businesses will
hire musicians and offer more entertainment.

Councilmember Joel Navarro, who
supported the change, said having musicians
enhances customer experiences and potentially
creates a draw for additional business.
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something
for everyone.

.

THE OKEE DOKEE
BROTHERS

JUSTIN ROBERTS

& The Not Ready
For Naptime Players

AUGUST 26 SEPTEMBER 29

+ AL

MICASAES TU CASA

Finding Home Bilingual Storytelling

LOVE IN EXILE

SEPTEMBER19 SEPTEMBER 28

. GET
YOUR
. Y TICKETS

Tempe Center for the Arts

MARIACHI HERENCIA o
DE MEXICO Ry 480

w/special guest La Marisoul i 350.

SEPTEMBER 30 2882
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LA CASA DE JUANA

DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH Warm orange and yellow tones echoing
ITS FRESH AUTHENTIC AND throughout the eatery will make this

your favorite Mexican restaurant. Give
MOUTHWATERING FOOD La Casa De Juana a try and enjoy great
food, awesome salsa, great service and
amazing ambiance. Don’t forget happy
If you think you have been to a Mexican hour from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. every day

restaurant lately you probably need to with $3 beer (domestic and imports)
reconsider and visit La Casa de Juana. and $3 margaritas.

The fare is authentic Mexican, and This place is a must. The flavorful salsa,
when we say authentic, we mean it! the delicious margaritas, the

Upon entering, you’'ll be dazzled by the  extraordinary and well-priced food will
colorful décor, beautiful tables and deﬁnitely keep you coming back.
chairs, Mexican painted murals,

colorful banners hanging from the Check out our menu or order online at

ceiling and beautiful art. juanashouse.com

1805 E Elhot Road, Tempe ° Pollack Cinemas Center * 480-820-0837

Feel Better Today!

Private lessons Experience The Healing Power of Acupuncture

Dedicated and

experienced
p “Excellent care. Excellent recovery. | have had no need

. . for chiropractic service. I’'ve had no surgeries. I’'ve had no
EI:I_] Oy Worklng pain meds in 5 years. | have healing and recovery beyond
with children my expectations. I’ve required no PT or other methods of

i injections or nerve burning practices since joining Yin Rising.
Be ginners to Thank you for your expertise. The staff is amazing.”

advanced

- Google Review A:;m: Lur]za;ia,
S.AC. L.Ac.
New to Chandler Ms.Ac. L Ac.

Near to Ray & Rural

i b §10.00 &V@ Yin Rising

480 687 3505 Off ﬁ:‘tstflg‘:at ACUPUNCTURE
: wit

30 years of experience, Specializing in relief from chronic pain
with Orthopedic, Neurological and Sports Medicine Acupuncture.

Carol Lancaster Donigan is a member |- : ; info@yinrising.com

of the Desert Valley and East Valley i g . (480) 206-6 1 99

Music Teachers Associations
6101 S Rural Rd Suite 112Tempe, AZ 85284
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TEMPE CHAMBER

— 0f COMMERCE —

Your Business Advantage

We serve as the voice of business, a catalyst for economic

growth, and a champion for a strong community.

\\ DEVIL FOOTBAL,

i

LUNCHEON

San Tan Ford Club
Sun Devil Stadium

presented by
—~WE ARE —

&y

Tempe Chamber hosts 2023 Sun Devil Football Kickoff
Luncheon at Sun Devil Stadium

Celebrating its 22nd year, the Tempe Chamber of Commerce and
ASU Alumni are proud to partner with the entire ASU Sun Devil
Football organization to help celebrate the start of the 2023 season
with the Sun Devil Football kickoff luncheon, presented by San Tan
Ford! The event will be Friday, August 25th and will be held at the
San Tan Ford Club inside Sun Devil Stadium!

With views of the field and “A" mountain, this venue will make you
feel like you are part of the game! Highlights include emcee Tim
Healey giving his insights into the upcoming year, an interview with
starting players, and Coach Kenny Dillingham. You'll also hear from
the leadership of the ASU Alumni Association and ASU Athletics.

This event is open to the public, with Tempe Chamber of Commerce
members receiving discounted admission. Registration is now open
at www.tempechamber.org

Please contact david@tempechamber.org for sponsorship
packages.

August 25, 2023

BUSINESS
WOMAN OF
THE YEAR

Angela Johnson

CO-FOUNDER, FABRIC TEMPE

2023
DIVERSITY
IMPACT
AWARD
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r-poot look new agdin!

6 O 2 - 5 46 - POO I_(7665) Install on Pentair Intelllconnect

WiFi Equipment Automation
www.barefootpoolman.com —

A ($300 value)*
( A | *Automation package is not compatible with all
Locally owned and Operated! | equipment sets. *IntelliConnect purchase required. I tib p E N TA I R
Licensed. Bonded & Insured ROC #272001 : = One Coupon per customer. Must present coupon

\ & : before accepting contract. Expires 12/31/2023.
P . " § § ®§ ®§ ®E ®E ®E ®E ®E ®E ®E ®E ®E ® @®m }
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N _ We can help you sell y

WE KNOW
WHAT
MAKES
YOUR
HOME SELL

e howit's priced
o howitshows
e howit's marketed

contact us:

Charlie Walters
602-577-1111

Scan our QR code to find
out the value of your

Flire the resident experts, sell for more! home today!

D Rhonda Walters
480-756-0000




KELLERVVILLIAMSREALTY
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Hey Neighbors!
Looking to buy or sell a home in Tempe? Choose The Agnew Team - your local real
estate experts! With our 30+ years of experience, we'll guide you through the process
and get you the best deal.

Choose a Real Estate Team that knows Tempe like it’s their home - because it is!
Get in touch with The Agnew Team now to schedule a chat and kick off your journey to
your property ownership goals. Call/ Text (480) 620-8706 or visit
www.theagnewteam.com to learn more.

Free Home Price Estimate!

Scan QR code

_ AGNEW__

REAL ESTATE




