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Entry to the Bash is FREE to the public
(no gate charge) and proudly
presented by the Commerce Chamber
of Commerce and our generous
sponsors.

(In The Shade of The Courthouse)
203-885-9966 VOIL.. 24 ISS

Sulphur Springs, Greenville, Commerce, Lone Oak, Emory, Quinlan, East & West Tawakoni, Cash

GZtlizAnual Bois d'Are Bash

@ Music, Entertainment, Kids Achwhes. september m & W

& Bounce Houses, Food, Vendars,

Parade, Loads Of Fun For All Ages! SATURDAY - VENDORS OPEN AT 9 A.M. i
Celebrate Commerce as the Bois d’Arc Th 7 Sept b 14th o
Capital of Texas! Come join us forour 33rd @W&° , - ;rT“ a3y7,th i:me‘:: Bi:s d’Arc Bash Parade - Downtown Saturday, Sept. 23rd - 10:00 am
annual golf tournament on Thursday, Sept. 4 Gotf Tour:ame“t Sand Hills Country Club (Lineup Is At City Park at 8 am - Facing Aldridge Street
14 at Sand Hills Country Club. o ’ ry Beglnnlng Judglng at 9:15_)

Friday, September 22nd
Downt,own On The Square Saturday, September 23rd -5

11:45 am - 12:00 am - Opening Ceremonies
* 12 Noon - 1:00 pm - The Dixieland Band ne
* 1:30 pm - 2:45 pm - The Blandelles
* 2:45 pm - 3:45 pm - Li-Sher Dance Studio

* 3:45 pm - 4:15 pm - Judo Demonstrations <
Check for updates on Commerce Chamber of
Commerce facebook and website.

* 6:00 - 7:00 pm Panimation
* 7:30 - 8:30 pm Cross Trails Band
* 9:00 pm - 10:00 pm The Heros

> ¥
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http:// www.commerce-chamber.com/
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—_——— . Q 1114 Maln St., Commerce, Tx. 75428
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Pru Power Starting at 31499

903-473-8788
hnnlensteel.net

W. Lennon Dr. Emory, Tx. 75440 f‘
Mon.-Fri. 7 am - 5pm - Sat. 7 am - 3 pm
www.hootensteel.net
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Alpacas In North Texas
Tumbleweed Smith

, “We get a lot of shock and awe at how
e peaceful and serene this little spot is.”
Russell Foster changed out of his three-
N piece suit and put on his overalls. He and
‘ his wife both took retirement packages
from their high-paying international jobs
to settle down on a twenty-three acre farm
near Aubrey in Denton County.

“We had this place and decided to do

something with it,” says Russell. “We
= bought a couple of alpacas and my wife
Tunslzllietvl:eed wanted a little bit of lavender. I went

down to a wholesaler and came back with
three thousand lavender plants. The man who sold them to me
said ‘you’re going to have the largest lavender farm in north
Texas.”” Russell’s place has lavender, pumpkins and Christmas
trees. You can also do alpaca yoga.

“You’re outdoors, you hear the birds sing. You’ve got a lot of
nature all around you and as you’re in one of your yoga poses
you may open your eyes and see an alpaca two inches away from
your face staring at you. They don’t climb on you like goat
yoga. They just look at you.”

The place is called TX-TURE farm.

“The goal here is to give people old fashioned experiences that
they may have never had before, such as the cutting of the
Christmas trees.”

I asked Russell why he chose to have alpacas on his place.
“Things just happen and we roll with it and it just ends up being
a good thing. We chose alpacas because they are cute. They’re
kind of the cosmetics for the property. Besides that we fell in
love with them.”

After the June bloom of the lavender, summer is a quiet time at
the farm. Things pick up in the fall. That’s pumpkin season.

“I’'m a hobby blacksmith so we have the North Texas
Blacksmith Association come here and we support veterans. On
Veterans Day November eleventh we open the farm to people
who want to try their hand at forging. Proceeds go to various
veterans groups including the wounded warriors project.”

Christmas is a busy time.

“We run the Paca Express, our little train that goes out to the
Christmas trees and the alpacas will be running around looking
like reindeer.”

Although the farm has been open only two years, people are
finding out about it.

“They get caught up in their daily lives as I used to, commuting
to work, all that stress. What if you could come out for a
weekend, take a picnic basket, sit in a grassy spot and have
alpacas all around you. That’s real peace.”
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Miscellaneous Miscellaneous Miscellaneous

Free high speed internet
if qualified. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select pgms
incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline,

Wesley Financial Group,
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in
2019. Get free info pack-

age & learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. 833-
308-1971

Tribal. 15 GB internet.
Android tablet free w/
one-time $20 copay. Free
shipping. Call Maxsip
Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Inflation is at 40 year
highs. Interest rates are
way up. Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call Na-
tional Debt Relief to find
out how to pay off your
debt for significantly less
than what you owe! Free
quote: 1-877-592-3616

NEW CERAMIC TILE &
PORCELAIN
All Sizes, All Shapes Of Borders,

(trims, pebbles & stones.)

At least 1/2 off suggested retail!

= Or
WPE’LL

SELL THE
ENTIRE
GROUP!!

WORD SEARCH (Las Vegas)

Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining 24 letters spell something you might see in Las Vegas.

E S FREMONTSTREIETS S S S
L KSV I VACAT I ONZSZSZPLMHT
P NN TSNAI C I G A MRRUOTE OE
L I OOCENS S S L CAORZEHZPPF
AR I UPY I REODTIDRASAPF
S DT R I EUANG GAI EATWH | U
VNCI EORZCTNASNTCWVMTCNRB
E I AAS TNEFONT I A I NEIOGTI G S
GGRTERTSOAUERIENZSNRN
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P LAY SSLACI SUMTCRNTF | S
R ESORTSCLARHKTCOUNTYL
ATTRACTIONS ENTERTAINMENT NEON SIGNS SINGERS
BUFFETS FOOD NEVADA SOUVENIRS
GASINOS FREMONT STREET NIGHTLIFE SPRING MOUNTAINS
CELEBRITIES HOTELS PERFORMERS SUNNY
GLARK COUNTY IMPERSONATORS PLAYS TOURISTS
GOMEDIANS LAS VEGAS STRIP RESORTS TOURS
CONCERTS LIGHTS RESTAURANTS TRIBUTE ACTS
CONVENTIONS MAGICIANS SHOPPING VACATION
DESERT MARRIAGES SHOPS WARM
B.'a'}'ul.'}'% MUSICALS SHOWS WEDDING CHAPELS

Answers On Page 3
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$3.50 for 15 Words or Less - Call Today 903-885-9966

Have Your Ad Read By 20,000 People

Springs, Winnsboro & Emory

Covers G ille, C e, C
Miscellaneous

FOR SALE: 3 round

bathroom sinks $25
each. Call 903-348-
5820.

Dental Insurance - Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350
procedures. Real insur-
ance - not a discount plan.
Get your free dental info
kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads
#6258

s . 8
Miscellaneous

FOR SALE: Sony 65”
projection TV. PRICE
REDUCED TO $50. Call
903-348-5820.

My Caring Plan’s lo-
cal advisors have helped
thousands of families with
unique needs find senior
living. Can you afford 2k
a month in rent? We can
help for free! 866-511-
1799

EORISALE

Drive Shaft For 3/4 Ton 4x4 G.M.C.
and Front and Rear Shocks

ALL FOR *50°°
903-348-5820

-+ Call today and receive a

—! FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFE’&W'STEE’

WALK-IN TuB

1-855-417-1306

With purchase offa new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchasg. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at sime of purchase. CSLB|1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445
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&

FOR SALE:

4 0ak Finish End Tables

2 end tables, coffee table, sofa table

PRICE

REDUCED:!

All Four Forl!

>80

003-348-

; L

i

Miscellaneous

Attention oxygen ther-
apy users! Inogen One
G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call
877-929-9587

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a GEN-
ERAC home standby
generator $0 Down + Low
Monthly Pmt Request a
free Quote. Call before
the next power outage:
1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule free Le-
afFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-833-
610-1936

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call:
855-761-1725

ro
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PAGE 3
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FOR SALE: 2 burial plots
at Restlawn Cemetery.
Priced $1,200 each. Call
903-348-5820.

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and
Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally,
super-fast internet no
matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo!
Unlimited Data is Here.
Stream Video. Bundle TV

Become a published au-
thor. We want to read
your book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted since
1920. Consultation, pro-
duction, promotion &
distribution. Call for free
author’s guide 1-877-
729-4998 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For
190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet.
Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some re-
strictions apply. Promo

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-in tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service.
Now featuring our free
shower package & $1600
off - limited time! Financ-
ing available. 1-855-417-
1306

MobileHelp, America’s
premier mobile medical
alert system. Whether
you’re home or away. For
safety & peace of mind.
No long term contracts!

& Internet. Free Installa- EXpires 1/31/24. 1-866- Free brochure! 1-888-
tion. Call 866-499-0141  479-1516 489-3936
Dia i - :
cor & 6522 Youmay-qual. | Prepare for power g SENERAC
ify for a substanti.al c_asl: outages today
Wenve recoverod malions, || AIHANHESHIBSISEuof JFREE 3
Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Let us help! Call 24/7
1-877-707-5707

Toby
HEBE Boatman

HEEGara0e
uEE Domgs

Sales ¢ Service
Installation
Doors ¢ Electric Door
Openers

903-438-1970
903-348-6170

R SALE!

{ Compound
Bow Case
With Bow,
Arrows,

Quiver, &
Release.

LIKE NEW!

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

ANSWERS
EREF REWMON TS T REE DGO
LIKIS) v 1 (v AT A T T omsAlP|H|T
P N[N MG AT /R 0] |E[[0] |E
M| 1][o][o L R\E [H|IP||P||F
o N ERESES D[
Sl “)‘@“1"0‘0’0"3’0’0‘@ IR
o1 - SERRABEENT [ M [
o[ | 1| AR BREEN| 5}
ollal[r } ‘@’0’9"‘0"'}‘ "-9 9"»’9\ }ﬁf ﬁ
R BRI EEE BB B
s |71 71 SRR |
s || LIRSS o s o
11| 7 ARRRADAE ]
A 1A R EEBEEAN e
113 €6 BABRASESAARNN] o
Pl T NS AN
TE N O T T NEVNOTEAD )
(PLAYbIbLAleU
(RESORTSICTAREKTOURUY DL
The hidden message is: ELVIS PRESLEY -
IMPERSONATOR
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GOBER Post Frame Buildings

Shops, Garages, Houses, Agriculture, Commercial

e
Millenni opper.com 1-405-595-0770

FREE weekly shopper published on Wednesdays reaching over 15,000

readers in Hunt, Hopkins, Rains, Franklin, and Wood Counties. — With 4" Concrete
Racks in Sulphur Springs, Greenville, Commerce, Lone Oak, Emory, 3 0’X40’X1 0’ - $20 ,400 Fu||y Insulated ,
Qi ot N T Cok Caad il i Coms | | | 100899 B0 ! GOt
oint, Wi b 5 i ville. _ !
30 X4O X1 2 $ !600 1 Entry Door, #1 29 Ga.
I ! ’ 40yr. Painted Metal,
B son. Owner 30 XSO X1 O $24 600 Built on Your Level Site,
- d 30 X5O X'I 2’ $26 700 Additional Sizes Available
115 Jefferson, P.O. Box 1037 Mileage or Higher Concrete F I I s =
Sul. Spgs, Tx. 75482 Protect Your Home And Property!!! Prices May Apply u = e Wl c e

903-885-9966, 903-348-3546

ads @millenniumshopper.com
www.millenniumshopper.com

Make Sure Your Contractor is Following The Law.
Ask For General Liability and Workers Comp. Insurance

www.goherconstruction.com Pro p-ane
15 words or less $3.50 UT P rovi d er

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
903'885'9966 For The Best

Places To Eat In
Sulphur Springs And

surCEE <o, 319 State Hwy. 24
n Campbell, Tx.
Tribal Employment P 903-454-6565
& Training Program R, www.GasAndSupply.com

Looking for Native American
Indians, Alaskan Natives, or Native
Hawaiians needing assistance

finding employment or vocational
training.

2113 * Loop 286 * Paris, TX.
903—785 831 v 4

Must be a member of a U.S.
Federally recognized tribe with a
supporting document from a U.S.

~ _—
Carpet | Qv FricingCan |

Federally recognized Tribe’s Tribal | | Reduce Or Even ==
Rolls and Records office & reside “ A“ c'ud" Eliminate Your | y
< Deductible!

within our designated service
areainTX.

Workforce Innovation
and Opportunity Act
Section 166, 20 CFR
684.300(a) (1) An

ceramic &
Porcelain
Tile Y,

e ek Wood sheet Vinyl
program grantee; or ' '
(2) An Ataska Naitve: Flooring || & vinyl Plank

Hawaiian.

Call: 1-877-717-6101 or

apply online: at www.acwia.org

URRGESTIF UG ORINGIINVENTORI:

«uues iN NE Texas & SE Oklahoma

www.carpetworldparistexas.com
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J ust in time for hunting season

Red Head Canvas

Snake Boots
Size 10 M,
Like New!
Paid over $100!

Cabela’s Zero Degree
Sleeping Bag

Never
used!
Paid over

$100!

Call
903-348-3546

and leave message!

&4 RUBBER STAMPS .....

Starting at You need ‘em...we’ve got ‘em!

$19'95 We can get just about anything that you might imagine and we can get
' them in colors and we usually get them to you in three to four days!

Call us or come in!

FLIPPIN

printing

all Joy Wison gg 6
Pat L ! ~ ~
or Pat Looney llsjef{‘eg:gadsitﬂsi%l;l. Spgs. 903 ‘5 3 ‘53

The Millennium Shopper

Serving Sulphur Springs Since 1972!

We Print @IQ'W.I

If you can imagine it, then we can print it...and quickly, too!

Need Invitations?
Wedding, Birthday, Shower, Reunion?

Any amount--10 or 500! Your design or ours.

We also print CHECKS---
PERSONAL OR BUSINESS!
S
Call Joy or Pat! "‘lPPm
Serving | owvrow
g e prining e

: We pr1nt
ﬁ brochures!

90%-885-3633

flippinprinting @suddenlinkmail.com i
www.flippinprinting.com
Joy Wilson, Owner

115 Jefferson St., Sulphur Springs, Texas

www.hootensteel.net
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A solid, surefooted performer on any job, the Scag Freedom Z is built with the
same focus on durability, comfort and quality performance that defines every
Scag mower. Tough and dependable, it's ideal as an entry-level commercial
mower or for the homeowner who wants professional-quality results.

Specification subject to change without notice or obligation. Actual product may differ from photo.

Stop by today to see for yourself!

Hoolen’s Hardware LLC

1139 W. Lennon Dr. Emory, Tx. 75440

visa|  903-473-8788 o
Mon.-Fri. 7 am - 5pm - Sat. 7 am - 3pm

www.Scag.com
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http://wwwiwestoaksfuneralhomelcom

Billie Jean Ross
September 12, 1927 - August 21, 2023 (age 95)

Jean Ross passed away quietly at her beloved home in Sulphur Springs, Texas. She was the first born child and
only daughter of W.B. and Guylah Burns of Delta County. She eloped with a handsome native Hopkins County
boy, Nelson H. Ross, in 1948 after he returned from WWII. Jean was happy to spend her whole life in these two
counties living a good ‘ol country life.

She had a tireless work ethic that started with picking cotton by hand. After graduating from Pecan Gap, she spent
years typing as a secretary in downtown Cooper and Sulphur Springs. Once her first child arrived it was time to stay
at home and milk cows on the farm. Eventually she became the ‘mail lady’ of Route 4, a job she loved for over 30
years.

Upon her retirement, camping-life allowed her to create treasured memories with great friends. Her favorite hobby
was sending cards to celebrate birthdays, anniversaries or to share an encouraging word. I’m sure many people
reading this got one from her.

Jean’s long life allowed her to have many adventures, but top of the list was traveling to Los Angeles to see Dancing with the Stars.
Wherever she was, she liked to have fun and kid around. We hope she is having a wonderful time ‘up there’ with all of her departed friends
and family members. Jean’s advice to everyone was to “go and enjoy every single minute, because it will go by faster than you think.”
The family she leaves behind can never thank her enough for her unwavering love and support. We already miss her desperately.

Billie Jean Burns-Ross is survived by her third daughter; Janina, her brother; W.T. Burns & wife Linda, granddaughters; Marisa Phillips
& Hannah Tatum, grandsons; Michael McFadden & Patrick Matthews. She adored her great-grandchildren: Lainey, Blake, Reagan,
Hayleigh & Callan. She loved being Auntie to all her nephews: Brent, Barry, Bradley, Jimmy, Chuck, Denny, Kent & Britt. She loved
each of us very much. Her memory will be a blessing as we grow old without her.

Jean was preceded in death by her parents, husband and two daughters; Gena McFadden & Jana Hankins. Rest in peace together until
we all meet again.

The family held a Celebration of Life reception, Friday August 25th, 5:30-7:30pm, Gafford Chapel United Methodist Church Hall, 6491
Hwy 11 West. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to honor Jean’s love of birds with Tyler Audubon Society: Tyler Audubon
Society P.O. Box 132926 Tyler, TX 75713.

A special note of thanks to devotedcaregivers: Emily and Jean. She was so lucky to have your kindness, humor and grace.
Another note of gratitude to her son-in-law Scott, who she thought hung the moon. Arrangements under the direction of West Oaks
Funeral Home. www.westoaksfuneralhome.com

Bridget Reed

July 11, 1953 — August 25, 2023

Sulphur Springs

A memorial service for Bridget Reed, age 70, of Sulphur Springs, Texas was held at 1:00 P.M. on Monday, August
28, 2023, at First United Methodist Church of Sulphur Springs, Texas. Mrs. Reed passed away peacefully, on August
25, 2023, in her home surrounded by her loving family.

Bridget was born on July 1, 1953, in Sweetwater, Texas, to Doyle and Reba (Mercer) Feagan. Bridget is a graduate
of Sweetwater High School. She married Mack Reed on June 18, 1971, and they were together for 52 years. After
completing some college courses, she went on to work as an office secretary for Travis Elementary as well as an
| insurance agent for many years. She loved to participate in the Grace Fellowship Class at First United Methodist
Church and enjoyed volunteering with her husband for Dinner Bell. In her free time, she loved playing tennis,
gardening, cooking, traveling, and spending time with her grandchildren.

She is survived by her husband, Mack Reed; sons, Casey Reed with wife Robin, and their children, Lauren, Luke, and Landry of Dripping
Springs, TX, Coby Reed with his wife Chesley, and their children Zoe and Brooks of Sulphur Springs, TX; sisters, Kay and husband Jim
Sanders of Tulsa, OK, Jan and husband David Maberry of Austin, TX, Jill and husband Murnie Caukape of Longmont, CO.

Preceded in death by her parents; and her father and mother-in-law, Bobby and Muriel Reed.

The family would like to give special thanks for the love and care provided by Choice Hospice of Sulphur Springs, TX.

Family has requested donations to First United Methodist Church.
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Richard Lopez

August 15, 1989 — August 27, 2023

Funeral service for Richard Lopez, age 34 of Sulphur Springs, Texas will be held at 11:00 A.M. on Wednesday, August

30, 2023 at Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home with Pastor Lupe Ybarra officiating. Interment will follow at Sulphur Springs

City Cemetery with Chris Tangy, Eric Tangy, Steve Tangy, Jacob Corona, Benathan “Dee” Dovantis Hill and the “Take

Cover Krew”, Brandon Chapman, Spencer Berry and Tanner Cordova serving as pallbearers. Visitation will be held one

hour prior to the service. Mr. Lopez passed away on August 27, 2023 UT Health — Quitman.

F} Richard was born on August 15, 1989 in Sulphur Springs, Texas to Victor Manuel and Sharon (Damon) Lopez. He

' / f worked at M&F Westerns. Richard loved skateboarding when he was younger. He also loved Anime and was a movie buff.

He is survived by his mother, Sharon; father, Victor; sisters, Lacey Lopez, Mary Lopez and Alice Lopez; grandparents,
Gary and Janet Damon, and Carmen Lopez; numerous aunts, uncles, family, and friends. Richard was preceded in death

by his grandparent, Angelina Arce.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Life Line at Broadway Veterinary Clinic at 2019 S. Broadway Street Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482.

#S

Merlene Teer
November 15, 1935 — August 26, 2023
A funeral service for Merlene Teer, age 87 of Sulphur Springs, formerly of Como, was held at 2:00 pm Tuesday, August

at Black Oak Cemetery with Jeremy Pool, Richard Pool, Dustin Barrett, Brody Clark, Grayson Barrett, John Glenn and
| Jacob Glenn serving as pallbearers. A visitation was held one hour prior to the service. Mrs. Teer passed away Saturday,
August 26, 2023 at Carriage House Manor.

Merlene Teer was born November 15, 1935 in Como, TX to Leroy Gulledge and Lorene (Carpenter) Gulledge. She mar-
ried Valton Teer in Como on June 5, 1953. She was a homemaker and housewife all of her life. She was a member of
Greenpond Baptist Church where she served as a Sunday school teacher and the church clerk for over 30 years.

Mrs. Teer is survived by her son, B.J. Teer and wife, Janice, of Sulphur Springs; grandchildren, Jeremy Pool, Richard Pool, Misty Teer,
Christy Clark (Brody), Mandy Barrett (Dustin); great-grandchildren, Grayson Barrett, Madilynn Barrett, Elliott Pool; sisters, Sue Crawford
(Leon) of Como, Jane Hooper (Hoyt) of Haughton, LA, Ann Harris of Shreveport, LA, Barbara Lofton (Joe) of Quitman, TX; brother,
Jimmy Gulledge (Molly) of Shreveport, LA.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband; daughter, Debbie Pool, and son, Gary Teer.

The family expresses a very special Thank You to Christy for loving and taking care of her Meme, and to all the other staff at Carriage House Manor.

™l JoAn Coker

- W September 16, 1928 — August 23, 2023

A funeral service for JoAn Coker, age 94 of Yantis, Texas was held at 2:00 P.M. on Sunday, August 27, 2023 at Murray-
Orwosky Funeral Home with Byron George officiating. A private family graveside was held after. Pallbearers were Cory
Coker, Keith Thronton, Major David Coker Jr., Peyt Blevins, Baylee Riddle, and Langston Ray. Honorary pallbearers
were Tim Coker, Fred Jones, Mark Rogers and Jeff Philpott. Visitation was held 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. on Saturday, August
26, 2023 at Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home. Mrs. Coker passed away peacefully, on August 23, 2023, at her residence.
JoAn was born on September 16, 1928 in Paducah, Texas to David Crockett and Grace Ruth (Maddox) Emory. She
married Noble Coker on December 5, 1943 in Altus, Oklahoma. JoAn worked as the manager of the loan department at
Southern Trust and Mortgage in Dallas for 43 years. She retired and moved with her husband, Noble Coker, back to the
Yantis area to spend her retirement among family and friends.

She was the coordinator of the first Bluegrass Festival in Wood county. JoAn was known as the Yellow Rose of Texas. She loved having
bluegrass jams at her house, she also loved Texas history, and genealogy. JoAn was a member of the Eastern Star as well as the First Baptist
Church in Yantis.

She is survived by her daughter, Carolyn Manns and husband, DeWayne; son, David Coker Sr. Grandchildren: Rena Ann Philpott, Callie
Ruth Rogers, Major David Coker Jr., and Olivia Evelyn Thorton. Great grandchildren: David Coker 111, Ashley, Addison, Layla Thornton,
Peyt Blevins, Baylee Riddle, Morgan Golden, Langston Ray, Emma Hood, Oliver Thornton and Delaine McKinney; nephews: Tim Coker
and wife, Lynn and Fred Jones and wife, Karen. She was also survived by eight great-great grandchildren.

JoAn was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Noble, and brother Floyd Jones.
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Labor Day became a U.S. federal holiday in 1894, but by that time thirty states already
officially celebrated the holiday. Labor Day was created by members of the labor
* * * movement, who organized strikes and rallies to fight for better working conditions

amid the Industrial Revolution, according to the History Channel.

L a B OB On September 5, 1882, New York City union leaders organized what is now considered
the country's first Labor Day parade, according to National Geographic. On this day,
10,000 workers took unpaid time off to march through the streets of New York City,
in an event culminating in a picnic, fireworks, and dancing. Organizers declared the

day "a general holiday for the workingmen of this city." Their idea spread across the
country, and many states passed legislation recognizing the workers' holiday.

It wasn't until 1894, however, that Congress legalized the holiday following the Pullman strike, a nationwide railroad boycott
that turned fatal and shined a national spotlight on workers' rights. Amid this massive unrest, Congress sought to make peace
with American workers by passing an act making Labor Day a legal holiday. President Grover Cleveland officially signed it
into law on June 28, 1894. Strangely enough, The Department of Labor was created after Labor Day became a holiday, and
it was the first department to be led by a woman: Francis Perkins.

More than a century later, the true founder of Labor Day remains unknown, although many credit labor union leader Peter J.
McGuire for the idea. The world may never know this detail, but now you know enough about Labor Day to truly celebrate
everything it stands for.
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