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Time to tee it up

Teams face big
questions in 2023
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

It’s that timeof year againwhen every
team spouts how it has been working
hard, how it’s improved and how it’s
going to claimmore respect this season.
It won’t take long before reality sets

in formany.
Not everyone can find major suc-

cess— but everyone can still savor the
experience of high school football —
whether that’s in a uniform or in the
stands.
Everyone, let’s enjoy ourselves out

there.
As the season gets started, questions

are plentiful for every team. Below are
a few to ponder before the first kickoff
sails into the air, before the first hotdog
is eaten and before the first penalty flag
is thrown.

What impact will Thompson
have at Rogers?
Damian Thompson, the two-time

TimesDailyAll-Area small school player
of the year, won’t make it three.
Put that down in Sharpie. It’s a

guarantee.
Why so certain? Well, he has trans-

ferred from 3AMars Hill to 4A Rogers,
so the receiver won’t be eligible for the
small school award.
Thompson gives Rogers a game-

breaking element and could turn the
Pirates—who haven’t hosted a playoff
game or won one since 2017 — into a
region contender.

Will Trojans again flex their Muscle?
Muscle Shoals, after floundering in the

playoffs the previous two years, found
some postseason success a year ago.
The Trojans made it to the semifinals

for just the fourth time in school history.
Muscle Shoals has a lot of skill play-

ers returning but has lost a lot up front.
Will the new linemengomeekly into the
night? If not, the Trojans could mark
another longplayoff trail again this year.

Oh, brother: How about Coleman?
Haleyville receiver Brett Coleman had

a breakout season last year.
His heady numbers— 66 catches for

1,083 yards and 11 touchdowns— came
withhisbrotherMatthewatquarterback.
But Matthew is now off at Mississippi
College.
CanBrett do it again?

Will Mars Hill get early
start on hoops?
Mars Hill football stumbled mightily

last year, falling in the second round of
the playoffs to set up another successful
basketball season.
ThePanthersmade thestate semifinals

in boys hoops and won a state champi-
onship in girls, both featsMarsHill once
consideredanannual football occurrence.
Ah, thememories.
Mars Hill, due to its previous success,

jumped to 3A last year. It needs tomake
this year’s championship game to get
another push to 4A in 2024.
Ormaybe 3A is already enough.

SEE TIME, G55

Teams will soon move away from the blocking sleds and don game uniforms to start the 2023 season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Flying higher

Falcons eager to
build off 1st season
under Morson
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

There weren’t any collective
sighs this year.

Those were
r e p l a c e d b y
some smiles, a
few laughs and
even a couple of
jokes.
The offseason

has had a little
bit of a different feel for Flor-
ence. It’s been relatively calm.

Well, except for what’s
been ca l led “Wonderfu l
Wednesday.”
“Terrible,” offensive lineman

Qua Davis said.
That’s taken some time get-

ting used to.
While other days were filled

with weightlifting, the middle
of the week belonged to a

circuit filledwith different agil-
ity drills “meant to push you
to your limit.” The heat didn’t
help. Neither did the required
up-downs at the end.
But if thatwas theworst part

of the offseason, Florence will
certainly take it.
The biggest reason? There

was no newhead coach to hire.

For the first time in four
years, the Falcons will have
some continuity as they get
ready for their second season
under KennyMorson.
“It really does suck,” quar-

terback Leo Glover said of the
previous coaching carousel.

FLORENCE
FALCONS

Returning starters
QB Leo Glover
TE Dan Eckl
RG Qua Davis
LG Nate Graves
WR Kedrick Triplett
WR Taryan Cunningham
SB Jamarion Reeder
RB Demarion Vaughn

LB Xavier Garner
DL Kamari Wise
DL Amadriq Tensley
DL KJ Freeman
DB Zy Boddie
DB Janaris Young
OLB HT Blank
LB Logan White

Region: 7A, Region 4
2022 record: 8-3
(6-1 7A, Region 4)
Last 5 years: 30-25
(4 playoff berths)

Pinson Valley W, forfeit
at Muscle Shoals L, 44-28
Albertville W, 49-7
Austin L, 26-14
at James ClemensW, 38-20
Minor W, 35-16
at Bob Jones W, 38-35

Huntsville W, 27-7
Grissom W, 42-6
at Sparkman W, 21-0
Hewitt-Trussville L, 38-20

(Pinson Valley forfeited a 34-14
victory due to an ineligible
player.)

2022 results
Aug. 25 at Pinson Valley
Sept. 1 Muscle Shoals
Sept. 8 at Albertville
Sept. 15 at Austin
Sept. 22 James Clemens
Sept. 29 Minor

Oct. 6 Bob Jones
Oct. 13 at Huntsville
Oct. 20 at Grissom
Oct. 27 Sparkman
Nov. 3 open

2023 schedule

Coach: Kenny Morson (second season at
Florence, 8-3; fifth season overall, 42-7)

Florence’s Taryan Cunningham, Leo Glover and Qua Davis hope the Falcons build on last year’s success. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Morson

SEE FALCONS, G14
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2045Hwy244
Russellville, AL

35654
256-768-3707SCAN

QR CODE

We’re Hiring!
Join our team!

Wages starting at $17.25/hr. • Includes incentive

Full Benefits Package

Paid Vacation and Holidays
Advancement Opportunities! Tuition assistance

256.768.2353 or 256.768.2344
www.pilgrimsusa.com
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florence falcons
2023 Football Schedule
Date Opponent
Aug. 25 @ Pinson Valley

Sept. 1 Muscle Shoals

Sept. 8 @ Albertville

Sept. 15 @ Austin

Sept. 22 James Clemens

Sept. 29 Minor

Oct. 6 Bob Jones

Oct. 13 @ Huntsville

Oct. 20 @ Grissom

Oct. 27 Sparkman

Nov. 3 OPEN

554526-1

GUNSMITHING
Cerakote, Refurbishing, Trigger Work, etc.
We also sell/trade guns, ammo, holsters,
magazines, etc. Special orders welcome.

Shotglass Guns Inc.
Just off Cloverdale Rd. - Behind Bama Pools

256-349-5051

Area's best pool services.
256-764-9112

55
45

25
-1

625 South Cherry Street
Florence, Alabama
256-764-8481

South Cherry Stree

SBS
ELECTRIC SUPPLY

554480-1 554487-1

BERT
BRETHERICK
2912 Hough Rd,

Florence, AL 35630
(256) 764-2241
www.agentbert.com

55
44

90
-1

Vic Porter
421 Tennessee St., Florence

256.764.3002
vic@vicporterinsurance.com

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • FARM

Vic Porter
Insurance Agency

FFFoollllllooww tthhhee FFFllloorreennccee FFFaalllccoonnss

JJJooiiinn UUUss fffoorr tthhhee ““TTTNNNTTT FFFiiirreewwoorrkkkss””” PPPrree--GGGaammee SSShhhooww aatt 666::000000

on

55
57

83
-1

GOOD LUCK
THIS SEASON

GOOD LUCK

55
57

32
-1

105 S. Poplar St., Florence • 256-275-7434
Tue & Wed 11 am-4 pm • Thu-Sat 11 am-5 pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

55
58

04
-1

554483-1

1130 Bradshaw Drive,
Florence, AL 35630
256-740-8249
eldercareweb.com Dee Mussleman,

Owner, CSA, CDP

Local, Family-Owned Agency

3211 Florence Blvd, Florence
256-764-7815

www. lackey fu r n i tu re .com

LACKEY’S
FURNITURE
Financing Available • Free Local Delivery

554489-1

Stay Hungry and Be Thirsty

www.tacomamaonline.com
dine in - take out - catering

554493-1

Check local high schools for any updates/or changes.

556074-1

WANTED
DEAD OR ALIVE

Junk Batteries $4 each
RANGER BATTERY CO.

426 S. Royal Ave., Florence, AL
256-766-0473

555794-1

BIBANK.COM
877.865.5050

visit us at
or call

MEMBER FD I C
556080-1

Greenview
Memorial Park
Serving the community since 1950

256-764-2411 (256) 766-3870
Fax: (256) 766-3874

1629 State Street
Florence, AL 35630

556865-1

1508 N. Pine St., Florence

256-767-5195
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 9-2

The Carpet
Store

55
45
32
-1

1950 Helton Drive • Florence • 256-764-6401
www.sprywilliams.com

Joey Williams & Barry Williams - Owners

Thank you for your trust.
Same Family, Same Quality Service.

Only the name has changed.
(Formerly Spry Williams Funeral Home)

55
45

27
-1
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256-766-0150 www.namccares.com

1751 Veterans Drive
Florence, Alabama                       or
Suite 125

203 W. Avalon Avenue
Muscle Shoals, Alabama
Suite 230

Office Locations

556015-1

TECNAVIA
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Green with envy

Muscle Shoals yearns to
take next playoff step
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

Maybe it tormented them through the
offseason.
A green flash in the corner of their

eye. A golden globe hov-
ering through a dream,
signaling that it was a
nightmare.
A quick recollection of

the anguish the Muscle
Shoals Trojans felt walk-
ingoff the field for the last

time, staring at a scoreboard that ampli-
fied the pain.

Eight months later — my, how time
flies— the Trojans can work on easing
thepainof last year’s state semifinal loss.
“I feel like therewas a lot in that game

wecouldhavedone, but it’s in thepast,”
cornerback Taven Scott said. “There’s
nothingwe can do now.”
Mountain Brook’s 28-7win atMuscle

Shoals sent the Trojans into another
winter of discontent. True satisfaction

would have required awin thatNovem-
ber night and another a week later with
a championship ring inhandandon their
fingers.
“It motivated us a lot,” quarterback

ColeWoods said. “Wedefinitely should
have won that game. It definitely moti-
vated us.”

MUSCLE
SHOALS
TROJANS

Returning starters
QB Cole Woods
WR Jamir Goodloe
WR Isaac Fowler
TE Hadden Vance
OL Eric Thirlkill

DL Walker McCannon
LB Braylen Jones
FS Uzziah Johnson
CB Taven Scott
CB Xavier Johnson

Region: 6A, Region 7
2022 record: 11-2 (4-1
6A, Region 7)
Last 5 years: 47-13 (5
playoff berths)

at Bob Jones W, 31-7
Florence W, 44-28
Columbia W, 68-0
at Athens W, 28-20
James Clemens W, 38-10
Hartselle L, 29-26
at Decatur W, 42-28

Cullman W, 23-16
Sparkman W, 31-21
Hazel Green W, 58-7
at Parker W, 31-6
at Gardendale W, 38-7
Mountain Brook L, 28-7

2022 results
Aug. 24 Bob Jones
Sept. 1 at Florence
Sept. 8 Columbia
Sept. 15 Athens
Sept. 22 open
Sept. 29 at James Clemens

Oct. 6 at Hartselle
Oct. 13 Decatur
Oct. 20 at Cullman
Oct. 27 open
Nov. 3 at Sparkman

2023 schedule

Coach: Scott Basden (16th season at Muscle
Shoals, 138-45; 24th year overall, 206-74)

Taven Scott, Ellis Underwood, Cole Woods and the Muscle Shoals Trojans want more this year. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Basden

SEE MUSCLE SHOALS, G15

TECNAVIA
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muscle shoals
trojans

2023 Football Schedule
Date Opponent
Aug. 24 Bob Jones -- Thursday
Sept. 1 @ Florence
Sept. 8 Columbia
Sept. 15 Athens
Sept. 22 OPEN
Sept. 29 @ James Clemens
Oct. 6 @ Hartselle
Oct. 13 Decatur
Oct. 20 @ Cullman
Oct. 27 OPEN
Nov. 3 @ Sparkman

555795-1

BIBANK.COM
877.865.5050

visit us at
or call

MEMBER FD I C

P.O. Box 2607 • 3690 2nd St.
Muscle Shoals, AL 35662

256-383-3321• www.parkesmechanical.com

55
45

12
-1

Sheetmetal & Piping
Design • Fabrication

Installation • Maintenance

GOOD LUCK
THIS SEASON

GOOD LUCK

55
57

27
-1

Economy carpEts
105 Avalon Ave., Muscle Shoals

Corner of Cox Blvd. & Avalon
256-383-6821 • Toll Free 1-877-234-3741

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am to 5:30 pm

Lewis Patterson and Ray Yocom

55
44
91
-1

Quality Flooring for 50Years in the Shoals!
55

45
18

-1

556078-1

Colbert County
Memorial

Serving the Shoals since 1958

256-383-2603

Sinclair-Lawrence&Associates Insurance

For All Your
Insurance
Needs Call...

117 Jackson Ave.
Russellville

256-332-2061

Good Luck, Trojans!

2513 E. Avalon
Muscle Shoals
256-383-8335

55
45

10
-1

55
46

21
-1

GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON!
GO TROJANS!

705 Avalon Ave., Muscle Shoals, AL
256-349-9807 55

45
07

-1

Check local high schools for any updates/or changes.

2 Locations:
Muscle Shoals
& Florence

554516-1

GOOD LUCK TROJANS!

55
45

15
-1

713 Waverly Ave. • Muscle Shoals
256-383-7454

www.countsbrothers.com

Good
Luck
Trojans!

704 Davison Avenue - Muscle Shoals
256-381-4146 Fax: 256-381-4147

www.shoalselectric.com
Licensed in Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee

ELECTRIC
Shoals

55
65

25
-1

556500-1

Erica
Hubbard
256-443-1463
erica@stuttsproperties.com

DWIGHTBOHANNON

Owner

556684-1

101 Industrial Drive • Muscle Shoals, AL
(located on e block behind Rural King)

256-248-4681

556866-1

2310 Woodward Ave, Muscle Shoals
256-320-5741

www.ChoiceRentalsAL.com

Wishing all teams a safe
and successful season! 1698 S. Wilson Dam Road

Muscle Shoals, AL 35661
256-248-4348

Open Tues. - Sat. 9 am - 5 pm 55
69

09
-1

GOOD LUCK TROJANS!

55
70

65
-1

55
43
66
-1
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Eye of the Tigers

Deshler eager to show
last year was no fluke
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Itmight havebeen aMondaymorning,
but one thingbecameclear rather quickly
when members of the Deshler football
team took a seat.

Good moods won’t be
hard to come by.
“We love to have fun,”

running back Tae Fuqua
said. “When it’s time to
be serious,we lock in. But
we know when to have a
little fun, too.”

Whennot going through conditioning
drills, lifting sessions or practice, it’s not
all that uncommon for theTigers to show

off somedancemoves.The source?With
TikTok, naturally, providing a routine or
two.
And while Fuqua dubbed himself the

best dancer of the bunch, no one was
quitewilling to sell out thosewhose skills
are in need of a little work.
“I’mnot going to say anynames,” run-

ning back QHarden said with a smirk.
Probably best to keep those in-house.

But perhaps the biggest question is

whether the players have been able to
sway second-year coachPatrickMalone
to join in?
“No chance,” Malone said matter of

factly. “Not gonna happen.”
Something to possibly work towards.

At the same time,Malone’s players cau-
tioned tonot let all “that seriousness fool
you.”

DESHLER
TIGERS

Returning starters
OL Josh Smith
OL Jamarian Acklin
QB Price Thornton

FB Q Harden
DL D’Angelo Williams
LB Tae Fuqua

Region: 4A, Region 7
2022 record: 12-1 (7-0 4A,
Region 7)
Last 5 years: 39-23 (4 playoff
berths)

at Madison Aca. W, 42-35
Russellville W, 14-7
at W. Limestone W, 50-17
at East LawrenceW, 70-13
at Wilson W, 55-13
Colbert Co. W, 36-33
West Morgan W, 21-6

Central-Florence W, 45-21
Rogers W, 35-13
at Brooks W, 48-32
Madison Co. W, 68-34
Etowah W, 36-33
at Oneonta L, 62-20

2022 results
Aug. 25 Madison Aca.
Sept. 1 at Russellville
Sept. 8 West Limestone
Sept. 15 East Lawrence
Sept. 22 Wilson
Sept. 29 at Colbert Co.

Oct. 6 at West Morgan
Oct. 13 at Central
Oct. 20 at Rogers
Oct. 27 Brooks
Nov. 3 open

2023 schedule

Coach: Patrick Malone (second season at
Deshler, 12-1; fourth year overall, 16-18)

Deshler’s Tae Fuqua, D’Angelo Williams and Q Harden want the Tigers to exceed last year’s success. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Malone

SEE DESHLER, G11

TECNAVIA



 [CROPPDFINORIG]

crop = 10 10 10 10





TimesDaily | Saturday, August 19, 2023 G11

deshler tigers
2023 Football Schedule
Date Opponent
Aug. 25 Madison Aca.
Sept. 1 @ Russellville
Sept. 8 West Limestone
Sept. 15 East Lawrence
Sept. 22 Wilson
Sept. 29 @ Colbert Co.
Oct. 6 @ West Morgan
Oct. 13 @ Central-Florence
Oct. 20 @ Rogers
Oct. 27 Brooks
Nov. 3 OPEN

* Check local high schools for any updates/or changes.

555796-1

BIBANK.COM
877.865.5050

visit us at
or call

MEMBER FD I C

55
65

61
-1108 E. 6th Street, Tuscumbia

256-320-7158 • Open Mon-Sat

Good Luck Deshler Tigers!

GOOD LUCK
THIS SEASON

GOOD LUCK

55
57

30
-1

PAUL’S SMALL
ENGINES

107 N. Water Street
Tuscumbia

383-2191 55
45
37
-1

Scott Cooper
Financial Advisor

Taylor Cooper
Financial Advisor

308 NMain St
Tuscumbia Al

Member SIPC

edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

GO TIGERS!

554539-1

29
56

01
-1

Alfa Insurance®

Auto Home Life

DAVID JORDAN
AGENT

103 W. 6th St
Tuscumbia, AL 35674
Bus: (256) 978-6732
Cell: (256) 415-0331
Fax: (866) 593-5221
djordan@alfains.com
http://www.alfainsurance.com/davidjordan

103 W. 6th Street
Tuscumbia, Al 35674
djordan@alfains.com
(B) 256-978-6732
(C) 256-415-0331 55

46
37

-1

55
45

51
-1

TAMARA
ROBINSON

REALTOR®

Century 21/
Clement Realty, Inc.
849 Florence Blvd., Florence

256-577-0662
talk2tamara@outlook.com

Talk2Tamara
Talk2Tamara.Realtor

556526-1

808 Woodmont Drive
Tuscumbia, Al 35674

skipworthtax@comcast.net

Phone: (256) 381-9543
Cell: (256) 762-4650
Fax: (256) 314-0797

TTTaaaxxx SSSeeerrrvvviiiccceee,,, LLLLLLCCC
wwwwwwwwww.skipworthtax.com55

70
444555
-111

WE WISH THE DESHLER TIGERS
AAA GGGRRREEEAAATTT SSSEEEAAASSSOOONNN!!!

426480-1
GOOD LUCK TIGERS!

55
70

65
-1

55
71

15
-1

1311 Woodmont Drive
Tuscumbia, AL 35674
Bus: 256-383-1188
will.britt.e1df@statefarm.com

Will Britt, AgentGo
Tigers!

“Hedoes knowwhen to laughandhave
fun,”defensive tackleD’AngeloWilliams
said. “But when it’s time for business,
it’s time for business andyoudon’twant
to get on his bad side.
“He coaches us to be great players and

better men. The best way I can describe
him is if hewasn’tmycoach, he’d be one
ofmy really good friends.”
Some high praise. ButMalone and the

coaching staff is one of the reasons this
group of players isn’t lacking any con-
fidence heading into the season opener
againstMadison Academy.
That’s despite losing 16 starters from

last season’sClass 4Aquarterfinals run.
ThoseTigers finishedwith a 12-1 record,
with the loss coming toOneonta.Malone
still has a picture of the scoreboard from
that night, a 62-20 rout, saved as the
background on his phone. He watched
the game film soon after getting off the
bus.
“Anytime you lose the group that we

lost andnotnecessarily the amount, they
were just a great group, you’re definitely
concerned andworried, but youput a lot
of faith in the fact that you have a great
group coming up,” Malone said. “The
expectationswere set.Theblueprintwas
set. The mold is there. Now, it’s up to
this group to hold up their end. Football
is important at Deshler and I think this
group canwin.”

The players certainly believe that’s
possible. Anything lesswould be a bit of
adisappointment.After all,might aswell
aim high.
“My expectations are just to win,”

Fuqua said. “We’re looking to make
another deep run in the playoffs. We
just have to be coachable.Wehave great
coaches.”
So any other goals?
“I just want people to talk about this

team,”Williams said. “Not just this year,
but 10 years, 20 years down the road.”
Maybe even play back a dance move

or two.

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

DESHLER
From Page G10

Deshler’s Tae Fuqua and the Tigers hope to find
the right moves again this year. [DAN BUSEY/

TIMESDAILY]

TECNAVIA
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Getting the prize

Golden Tigers hope
offseason leads to rebound
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

There was no debating or arguing
among the Russellville players. The
answer was swift and decisive.
The county fair — set aside for one

summerday—hadnotbeena funexperi-
ence.And this county fair didnot include

cotton candy or Ferris
wheels.
Nothing about con-

ditioning drills is ever
pleasant. Let alone one
that is an hour-and-a-
half five-circuit affair
that was capped by a

number of hill runs.
“And if we didn’t clap together at the

end, we had to do it again,” defensive
linemanMatthew James said.

“They hadn’t ever been to the fair,”
coach John Ritter said with a laugh.
So, Ritter believed itwas time to share

that experience. He had done it while
playing for his father, Ronnie, at Lau-
derdale County in the early 1990s.
“It’s really a total-body experience to

seewhat you’re going to dowhen it gets
hot and it hurts,” Ritter said. “And it’s
not designed to kill ’em. It’s designed to
push your boundaries and if your com-
fort level is a six (out of 10), it’s now a

seven.
“It was fun. It was fun for me to

watch.”
As for if the coachhas inkling of giving

it another go himself, thatwasmetwith
another decisive answer. Thanks, but no
thanks. It’s more or less designed for a
younger crowd.
But it’s been part of an offseasonwith

a bit of a rebound inmind.

RUSSELLVILLE
GOLDEN
TIGERS

Returning starters
QB Harrison Burch
WR Bralynn Vincent
OL Weston Jackson
OL Neyland Baker
OL Logan Lindsey
DL Junior Baltazar
DL JT Hill
DL Matthew James

ILB Devin Green
ILB Martin Tomas
OLB Nicklaus Pounders
OLB Malachi Duncan
S Jah Williams
CB Richard Scott
K Manny Martinez

Region: 5A, Region 8
2022 record: 7-5
(6-0 5A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 43-16
(5 playoff berths)

at Grissom L, 34-21
at Deshler L, 14-7
Lawrence Co. W, 49-0
at West Point W, 27-0
East Limestone W, 52-7
Mars Hill L, 31-30

Brewer W, 58-0
at Ardmore W, 49-7
at Fairview W, 41-14
Athens L, 32-31
Boaz W, 63-10
Pleasant Grove L, 37-14

2022 results
Aug. 25 Grissom
Sept. 1 Deshler
Sept. 8 at Lawrence Co.
Sept. 15 West Point
Sept. 22 at East Limestone
Sept. 29 at Mars Hill Bible

Oct. 6 at Brewer
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 Ardmore
Oct. 27 Fairview
Nov. 3 at Athens

2023 schedule

Coach: John Ritter (sixth season at
Russellville, 43-16; 11th year overall, 76-39)

Martin Tomas, Matthew James, Devin Green, Nicklaus Pounders and Harrison Burch say Russellville’s time this summer at the team’s “county fair” was grueling. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Ritter

SEE RUSSELLVILLE, G15
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russellville
golden tigers
2023 Football Schedule

Date Opponent
Aug. 25 Grissom

Sept. 1 Deshler

Sept. 8 @ Lawrence Co. (Ala.)

Sept. 15 West Point

Sept. 22 @ East Limestone

Sept. 29 @ Mars Hill Bible

Oct. 6 @ Brewer

Oct. 13 OPEN

Oct. 20 Ardmore

Oct. 27 Fairview

Nov. 3 @ Athens

55
47

20
-1

303 Jackson Ave. N.,
Russellville, AL
256-332-6966

GO
GOLDEN
TIGERS!

Bedford, Rogers,
Bowling, and

McReynolds, P.C.

CALL (256) 332-2020 FOR
NATURAL GAS SERVICE!

The Russellville Gas Board appreciates
and commends all our First Responders! 55

66
50

-1

Go Golden Tigers!

256-366-8080
Pat Murray • TVA Approved Contractor

• Replacement Windows
• Vinyl Siding
• Remodeling

WINDOWS AGAIN

55
47

11
-1

Sinclair-Lawrence&Associates Insurance

For All Your
Insurance
Needs Call...

117 Jackson Ave.
Russellville

256-332-2061

Go Golden Tigers!

2513 E. Avalon
Muscle Shoals
256-383-8335

55
47
12
-1

Check local high schools for any updates/or changes.

55
66
51
-1907 South Jackson • Russellville,Alabama 35653

Phone 256-332-1122

3 locations to serve you...
Pioneer Quick Lube 41

221 Military St. S
Hamilton, AL 35570

(205)921-5454

Pioneer Quick Lube 42
42499 Highway 195
Haleyville, AL 35565

(205)486-9494

Pioneer Quick Lube 43
13801 US Highway 43 S
Russellville, AL 35653

(256)332-9900

Go
Russellville
GOLDEN
TIGERS!

55
66

00
-1

We’re Hiring! Join our team!
Starting pay is $17.25 with incentive

Full benefits package
Contact us today!

256-768-2344 or 256-768-2353
www.pilgrimsusa.com

556529-1

GOODLUCKGOODLUCK
TTHHIISS SSEEAASSOONN

555772-1

55
66

01
-1

Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri. Sat.: 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM • Wednesday: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM • Sunday: Closed

• Ashley • Southern Motion • Jackson Catnapper
• Best Home Furnishings • Home Stretch

NAME BRANDS • LARGE SELECTION • GREAT PRICES

13480 Hwy.43 - Russellville, AL

256-332-0965 WWW.HELENKFURNITUREINC.COM

Akiikins Funeraaral Home
S E R V I N G F R A N K L I N C O U N T Y S I N C E 1 9 4 9

Before, During, and After … We’ll be there for you
Our staff is available 24/7 to assist you with any need

or questions you may have.

13455 Hwy. 43 – Russellville, Alabama • 256-332-1131

55
65

76
-1

High School Game Coverage
Team & Player Stats

Up-to-date Game Scores
at www.timesdaily.com/sports/high_school/

55
44
17
-1

RGO TIGERS!GO TIGERS!GO TIGERS!

Good
Luck
Tigers!
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“It’s hard like you wouldn’t believe to
have your third coach coming in (last
year) and you’re like, ‘Dang. I have to
learn a new offense again.’ It just takes
a lot of time and you just have to grind
it out.
“Now knowing that he’s going to

be here with us again, and he’s a great
coach, it feels like we’re ready and we
know what we got, and what he brings
to the table.”
And the first-year results were

promising.
The Falcons finished with a 8-3

record, their bestmark since going 11-3
in 2014. It included a six-gamewinning
streak to end the regular season. It was
also just the fifth time the program
managed to win at least eight games
since its first year in 2004. They scored
fewer than 21 points three times.
“He always told us to buy in and that’s

what we did,” receiver Taryan Cum-
mingham said. “He’s a great coach and
he knows what he’s talking about.”
Not too bad for a coach the play-

ers describe as “old school. Real old
school.”
Now, it’s just amatter of building off

those results. Florence has only had
back-to-back eight-plus wins seasons
once.
“I thought last year ended up better

than how we started,” Morson said.
“We started with a little bit of a rough
patch and some of that was players
learning to trust the new coaching staff
and trusting me as a new head coach.
“Just for those guys to get some sta-

bility and see that the head coach is
going to be here, wants to be here, is a
local guy and that I can relate to those
guys, and that I’m going to be there
for them. The biggest thing that we’ve
been preaching to our guys is to work
on ourselves.”
So, are there more wins on the hori-

zon for Florence? The players certainly
believe so.
“When we’re all on the same page, I

feel like it’s going to be hard to stop us,”
Glover said.
Some continuity always helps. Per-

haps someWonderfulWednesdays, too.
“Last season had a big impact on us,”

Davis said. “We have to live up to that
8-3 andmake it better.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

Kenny Morson enters his second season as Florence’s head coach. [PHOTOS BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Quarterback Leo Glover, now a senior, helped Florence win eight games last year.

FALCONS
From Page G4

TECNAVIA
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Mountain Brook left the Trojans with
plenty tomull over a cold winter.
Muscle Shoals’ seven points were its

fewest in threeyears—sincea2020play-
off loss at, ironically, Mountain Brook.
Mountain Brook’s Cole Gamble played
the Trojans to the tune of 186 yards and
three touchdowns on 24 carries.
Gloom, despair, agony onme.
“I didn’t like the loss,” Scott said. “I

feel that we could havewon.”
All the Trojans can do at this point is

draw on it for inspiration to, they hope,
avoid such pitfalls this year.
While Muscle Shoals nurses its less-

experienced offensive and defensive
lines, the Trojans will depend on their
returning skill players.
Woods is a big part of that.
He played quarterback for the first

time last year and was part of a regular
rotation. He also missed much of the
Mountain Brook gamewith an injury.
“Cole can do anything,” coach Scott

Basden said. “He can go out there and
be one of the best receivers, he could

be a really good DB, he could be a slot
receiver, a quarterback.Hehas a unique
skill set that you can do anything with
him.
“Playing last year and getting that

under his belt, he was a whole different
quarterback in the spring than he was
last fall. He has more confidence than
he had.”
But he’ll play behind an offensive line

that lost four starters to graduation.
However, at least twoof the “new”guys
have starting experience, Basden said.
“Webrought back a lot of people as far

as skill, but basically on the O-line and
D-line, we have to reload,” said center
EllisUnderwood, oneof thenewstarters.
“We’re a lot faster than last year’s

O-line,”he said. “That’s one thingwe’ve
gotten better at, but as far as size, we’re
not as big.We’re faster.”
The Trojans can still throw the ball

to Jamir Goodloe, who had 49 catches
for 711 yards and nine touchdowns last
season.
“He doesn’t burnme, but he’s gotten

better,” Scott said. “His route running
is better andhis speed is increased. I can
see him doing really good this year.”
Foes, however, will have to throw

against either Xavier Johnson, who had
six interceptions and returned two for
touchdowns, or Scott. Take your pick.
“It’s going to really help tohave all our

skill guys back,” Basden said. “We’ll be
able todo some things tohelp that offen-
sive line. With our back end and our
secondary and our linebackers, I think
we can help the defensive line until they
sort it out.”

MUSCLE SHOALS
From Page G8

While the Golden Tigers are seeking
their sixth straight winning season, the
program is coming off its fewest wins
(7-5) since 2017 (3-7). Russellville was
0-4 ingames in 2022decidedby 13points
or less, including twobyonepoint. It lost
in the second roundof the 5Aplayoffs to
Pleasant Grove.
“We’re trying to be like a spear,” said

quarterbackHarrisonBurch,whowill be
working without his top two receivers
and running back froma year ago. “Last
year,wewere kindof brokenup, but this
year,we feel likewe’re pushing towards
that onegoal, and that’s towin.Wedon’t
really care about the stat line or who
scores. The only thing we need to care
about is being up on the scoreboard.”
Another lesson?
It’s best for the coaching staff not to

have to do everything, especially when
it comes to things outside gameplan-
ning. Ritter made it a point to note that
he’s not out on the field to throw — it
didn’t work out well for the coach last
time he tried — catch passes or make
tackles.
“We need player leaders, not coach

leaders,” linebacker Devin Green said.

“That was probably the biggest coach-
ing point we needed to take away from
last year.When thingswentwrong, there
was a lot of blaming each other.”
Hencebeingon thewrong side of some

close games.
“I don’t want to say we have a chip

on our shoulders, but there’s definitely
games we’re looking forward to,” tight
endNicklaus Pounders said.
Perhaps they’ll find out if the trip to

the county fair paid off.
“I really enjoy being around this

group,” Ritter said. “Whether that’s

in the weight room, at practice or after
practice because of theway they’vehan-
dled themselves.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

RUSSELLVILLE
From Page G12

Cole Woods was an effective dual-purpose quarterback last year for Muscle Shoals. [DAN BUSEY/

TIMESDAILY]

Harrison Burch and the Russellville Golden Tigers look to get their hands on a sixth straight winning season. [KEVIN TAYLOR/TIMESDAILY]
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Left behind

Brooks motivated after
last year’s playoff miss
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

TheBrooksLions,wherever theywere,
almost bowled over in pain.
Whether theywerewearing their street

clothes andsitting in the standsor simply
sitting at home awaiting their fate, they
were helpless.
On the last day of last year’s regu-

lar season, Brooks had no direct part in
determining its playoff fate.
And that fate did not have a favorable

outcome.
For the first timesince2014and just the

second time this century, theLionswent
into an early, non-playoff hibernation.

“It wasn’t a good feel-
ing that our hopes for the
playoffs restedonanother
team,” lineman Carson
Wheeler said. “I hope we
control our own fate this
year.”
Entering the finalweek,

theLionsneeded four games to go a spe-
cific way, including their own.
They won. Two others went Brooks’

way aswell.
The Lions turned out en masse for

Lexington at Rogers, needing Lexington
to win for Brooks to make the playoffs.
Rogers delivered the 35-18 final blow.
“Myhopeswent through the roof, and

then Rogers won,” running back Seth
Walton said. “It was disappointment.
Disappointing that we had to hope for
another team to get us in.”

Aweek later,most of theLionsmoped
while somanywent through theplayoffs.
“I did not watch football,” receiver/

defensivebackNoahGregg said. “I didn’t
evenwant to think about it. I couldn’t. I
just wished I was playing.”
Finding inspiration for this year was

not difficult.
Last season’s 2-3 start left Brookswith

a deficit it could not erase. In a cruel
twist, at least to the Lions, Rogersmade
the playoffs despite losing to Brooks.
“Itwas hardwatching teamsweknow

we were better than make it, and we
didn’t,” Gregg said. “We thought we
werehittingour stride andgettingbetter
as the seasonwent on.”
But finding areaswhere theLionsneed

improvement isn’t difficult. Brooks sur-
rendered 30 points per game, including
three times where the Lions were

scorched for at least 48.
“We gave up a lot of points,”Wheeler

said. “It definitely wasn’t fun.”
But the Lions say last year’s experi-

ence, which included a new coaching
staff, will help this year.
Insteadof adjusting tohead coachTim

Bowens, they are already quite famil-
iar and comfortable with him and his
offense. Defensive coordinator Gavin
Wilson, who was hired a week before
school started last year, and the Lions
aremore settled, too.
“It wasn’t even a week,” Bowens said

ofWilson’s start date. “It was four days
before school.Hopefully,we’ve gained a
little bit in knowing how to do it.”
The Lions, Bowens said, are still light

on upperclassmen— they have just nine

BROOKS
LIONS

Returning starters
OL-DL Carson Wheeler
OL Brodie Glass
TE Charlie Buttram
RB Seth Walton

WR-DB Noah Gregg
DL Silas McCarthy
OLB Omar Joiner
K Charlie Bottoms

Region: 4A, Region 7
2022 record: 6-4 (4-3
4A, Region 7)
Last 5 years: 38-18 (4
playoff berths)

at Colbert Co. W, 48-21
Mars Hill Bible L, 64-35
at West Morgan L, 53-7
West Limestone W, 64-28
at Central L, 35-28

at East LawrenceW, 59-14
Rogers W, 24-21
Wilson W, 38-13
Deshler L, 48-32
at Lauderdale Co.W, 28-7

2022 results
Aug. 24 Colbert Co.
Sept. 1 at Mars Hill Bible
Sept. 8 West Morgan
Sept. 15 at West Limestone
Sept. 22 Central-Florence
Sept. 29 open

Oct. 6 East Lawrence
Oct. 13 at Rogers
Oct. 20 at Wilson
Oct. 27 at Deshler
Nov. 2 Lauderdale Co.

2023 schedule

Coach: Tim Bowens (second season at Brooks,
6-4; third overall as a high school coach, 13-8)

SEE BROOKS, G17

Seth Walton, Carson Wheeler, Noah Gregg and the Brooks Lions hope to bounce back from missing the playoffs last year. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Bowens
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WALTON’S
AUTO SERVICE

Harold Walton - Owner

256-757-3646
Killen, Alabama

Go Lions!
554625-1

Killen Drugs
1621 Highway 72, Killen

Ph: 256-757-2166
Fax: 256-757-9580

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Sat 8am-4pm
Trey Maharrey, Pharmacy Manager • Misty Clark, PharmD

Beth Cox, PharmD • Jennifer Spry, PharmD 554492-1

GOOD LUCK
THIS SEASON

GOOD LUCK

55
57

38
-1

55
65

37
-1

BUTLER
MOTOR CO.

2912 Florence Blvd., Florence

256-764-9510
www.butlermotors.net 55

65
01

-1

Area's best pool services.
256-764-9112

55
46

28
-1

556646-1

Anita
Correll

256-335-8751
sellwithcorrell@gmail.com

556632-1

Florence, Alabama

256-627-5966
Mfors90553@aol.com

Markforsythepainting.net

Aeration • Dethatching • Soil Conditioning • Soil Leveling
Overseeding • Fertilization • Weed Control

256-633-9444
willowleaflawncare.com •Willow Leaf Lawn Care

Veteran Owned
and Operated

55
68

36
-1

brooks
lions

2023 Football Schedule

* Check local high schools for any updates/or changes.

Date Opponent
Aug. 24 Colbert Co. - Thursday
Sept. 1 @ Mars Hill Bible
Sept. 8 West Morgan
Sept. 15 @ West Limestone
Sept. 22 Central-Florence
Sept. 29 OPEN
Oct. 6 East Lawrence
Oct. 13 @ Rogers
Oct. 20 @ Wilson
Oct. 27 @ Deshler
Nov. 2 Lauderdale Co. - Thursday

Good
Luck
Lions!

554356-1

seniors— but so many younger players
gained experience last season.
“This year, for example, we have a

sophomore who has as much experi-
enceasa junior,”Wheeler said. “Wehave
depth, andwe knowwhatwe’re doing.
“Iwould consider last year a rebuilding

year. Everybodyhad to struggle through
it and learn thenewsystem. Itwasalmost
like a practice year for this year.”
They have big hopes for quarterback

Garrett Burrough, thoughBurroughwas
recovering from a shoulder injury this
summer.Hewasdue tobe clearedbefore
the season opener.

Burrough and Hunter Himber split
timeatquarterback lastyearwithHimber
seeing most the time. But the Lions are
comfortable with Burrough.
“We’re looking forward to getting

him back,” Bowens said. “Hewas doing
a really good job for us and was really
operating the offense.”
It’s all geared towardmaking theplay-

offs again. Sitting athome, theLions say,
is unacceptable.
“Nobodyon the teameverwants to go

through that feeling again,”Walton said.
“I knoweverybody is giving all theyhave
sowedon’t have that sameoutcome this
year.”
Said Gregg: “We’re going tomake the

playoffs for sure, andwe’re going to give
a lotmore effort.”

BROOKS
From Page G16

Seth Walton says last year’s no-playoff finish was a disappointment. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Seeking a spark
Shipp hopes to energize
Hamilton program
By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

TheHamiltonAggieshaveanewcoach
thisseason,andhecamefromanunlikely,
yet familiar place.

Evan Shipp takes over
from Barry Peoples,
hoping to return Hamil-
ton to the success it once
enjoyed. Shipp comes to
Hamilton fromWinfield,
the Aggies’ nearest and
fiercest rival, where he

was an assistant coach.
“It was a little bit of a surprise, but at

the same time I feel likehehasbeengood
forus,” linebacker/tight endTyKerr said
ofShipp’shiring. “Themindsethebrings
in is theoneweneed tohavewhenweare
in theweight room andworking out and
whatnot. He’s been very good for all of
us.”
Shipp replaces Peoples, who fin-

ished a three-year tenure with a 10-21
record. The Aggies were 1-9 a year ago
and have lost 16 of 17. The team hasn’t
advancedpast the first roundof theplay-
offs since 2015 when it bowed out in the
quarterfinals.
Kerr, a senior, said there was a bit of

uncertaintyheading intohis final season
and undergoing a coaching change.
“Therewas,butat thesametimeIknew

theywouldhire thebest personavailable
and that theydefinitelyhad theplayers in
mindwhen theywere hiring,”Kerr said.
“We lucked outwith coach Shipp.”
AlthoughShippcoachedatHamilton’s

rival,Kerr said the fact that his newhead
coach isn’t from Winfield helped dis-
suade any doubts hemight have had.
“He probably bought into the rivalry,

but he’s not really from there so he
doesn’t have the same ties as someof the
other coaches there do,” he said. “Itwas
a little easier to be like, ‘Hey, he was at
Winfield, but nowhe’s here.”

This is Shipp’s first head coaching job,
but he’s not coming in blind to the job.
It’s something he has been preparing
for throughout his career. His father is
a former head coach and several friends
are also head coaches. Also, he credits
Winfield head coach David McKinney
for providing guidance.
“I’ve been gathering information for a

while, so thathaddefinitelyhelpedmake
the transition a little smoother,” Shipp
said.
Familiarity with Hamilton’s program

fromadistance alsohelpedShippdecide
that the Aggies would be a good spot to
start his head coaching career.
“In the years I have been atWinfield,

Hamiltonhas alwayshadabig line, some
skill people with some speedmixed in,”
he said. “The familiarity where the pro-
gramwas fromanopponent’s viewpoint

really kind of helpedme feel a littlemore
comfortable inwhat Iwas applying for.”
Shipp said at his first team meeting,

therewere a lot of “wide eyes.”
“I don’t really remember what I said,

but I just kindof laidoutwhat the expec-
tationwas going to be and how Iwant to
getback to thewinning tradition. I didn’t
lay it all out there on howwewere going
todo that, but I gave themsome informa-
tion onwhat the planwas.”
KevinMcBride, a senior runningback/

linebacker, loves the way Shipp pushed
the Aggies in summerworkouts.
“He’s only been here a short time and

we’ve already learned a lot about hard
work and what it takes to be a winner,”
McBride said. “He hasmore experience
winning than I do, so he knowswhat he
is talking about.”
McBride pinpoints Hamilton’s

downturn as “having lost sight of
success.”
“I think we got too busy focusing on

personal stats andwe lost thathardwork
and drive that it takes towin,” he said.
Shipp said support from the adminis-

tration down made Hamilton the right
situation for him.
“It’s been a couple of rough years, so I

justwant to bring in a fewnew ideas and
newbloodandhopefullywecanget thigs
backheaded in the rightdirection,”Shipp
said.
Braeden Wesson, a senior offensive

lineman, said it is important for this
year’s teamto set the tone for the future.
“Anything is better than 1-9,”he said.

“I think we are going to do pretty good
this year. That way the our underclass-
menwill knowhow theyneed towork to
keep the program successful.”

HAMILTON
AGGIES

Returning starters
DL Conner Peoples
QB Mason Holloway
DB Ty Wallace
LB-RB Kevin McBride
DB Elijah Dollar
LB Ty Kerr
OL Raden Jones

OL-DL Jase Taylor
OL-DL Brodie Moody
OL-DL Jackson Emerson
DB Colie Gilstrap
LB Hayden Ables
OL Braeden Wesson
OL Sam Moore

Region: 4A, Region 5
2022 record: 1-9 (1-6 4A,
Region 5)
Last 5 years: 22-31 (3
playoff berths)

at Red Bay L, 22-20
Corner L, 52-14
vs. Oak Grove L, 27-14
Cordova L, 41-21
at Winfield L, 52-0
at Curry W, 40-24

at Dora L, 40-8
Haleyville L, 52-12
Northside L, 48-0
Fayette Co. L, 28-8
(Oak Grove game played at
Gardendale.)

2022 results
Aug. 25 Red Bay
Sept. 1 open
Sept. 8 at Corner
Sept. 15 Oak Grove
Sept. 22 at Cordova
Sept. 29 Winfield

Oct. 6 Curry
Oct. 13 Dora
Oct. 20 at Haleyville
Oct. 27 at Northside
Nov. 3 at Fayette Co.

2023 schedule

Coach: Evan Shipp (first year)

Braeden Wesson, Kevin McBride and Ty Kerr say new Hamilton coach Evan Shipp has impressed them. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Shipp
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Let’s get physical
Tigers embrace
tradition of
toughness
By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

A survey of what defines Lauderdale
County football probably would reveal
a two-word response: toughness and
physicality.

Sure, lots of teams try
to make that claim, but
fall short when it gets
down to the nitty-gritty.
The Tigers embrace their
toughness and physical-
ity. There’s not a lot of
trickery in their offense

— their goal is to move the defense off
the ball and get the tough yards when
needed.Defensively, theywant to over-
power the opposing offense.
It’s been that way for several genera-

tions of players at Lauderdale County,
dating to the days of Earl Grisham and
before.Youmight say it is in their genes.
“They believe in what we are doing,”

coach JeffMason, himself a throwback to
old-school football, said. “A lot of their
parents played at Lauderdale County. A
lot of themgrewupwatching football at
Lauderdale County and saw the success

other teams have had doing that.
“It’s sort of a badge of honor for these

guys,”Mason said. “Wedon’t evenhave
to talk about it a lot. They just take that

mentality andhavepride in beingphysi-
cal andbeing able to run theballwhenwe
want to. And they take pride in defense
and get just as excited over a big tackle

or a big block.”
JohnDavidMason, the coach’s sonand

GOOD LUCK
THIS SEASON

GOOD LUCK

55
57

35
-1

BarnettDrugs

1661 Lee St, Rogersville, AL
256-247-5451

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Sat 8am-4pm
Jeff Thompson, Pharmacy Manager

Amanda Davis, PharmD • David Frye, RPh
Rachel Higginbortham, PharmD • Nicole McConnell, PharmD

55
44

78
-1

lauderdale county tigers

55
43

52
-1

3024 6th Ave SE, Decatur, AL
(256) 355-3226 www.liftone.net

“We want to be
our customers’
trusted partner.”

Since 1926, LiftOne has
delivered the highest levels
of customer support and
services – always backed by
dependable family ownership.
We are committed to helping
customers reach their business’
full potential, and we do so by
offering a true material handling
partnership they can trust.

55
66
31
-1

55
65

40
-1

LAUDERDALE
COUNTY
TIGERS

Returning starters
Skylar Tucker
Hudson Lash
Jaxson Lovelace
Jackson Hamm
Braxton Rose
Tuck Green

Micah Christensen
Chase Belue
John David Mason
Hayden Davis
Will Brown
Brodie Rose

Region: 3A, Region 8
2022 record: 7-5 (5-1
3A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 38-20 (5
playoff berths)

at Tanner W, 54-30
Rogers L, 24-13
Clements W, 49-6
at Elkmont W, 58-0
Colbert Co. W, 29-0
at Lexington L, 14-13

at Phil Campbell W, 36-12
Mars Hill Bible L, 38-0
at Colbert Hts. W, 34-0
Brooks L, 28-7
Vinemont W, 41-7
at Gordo L, 44-14

2022 results
Aug. 24 Tanner
Aug. 31 at Rogers
Sept. 8 at Clements
Sept. 15 Elkmont
Sept. 22 at Colbert Co.
Sept. 29 Lexington

Oct. 6 Phil Campbell
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 at Mars Hill Bible
Oct. 27 Colbert Heights
Nov. 2 at Brooks

2023 schedule

Coach: Jeff Mason (eighth season, 51-30)

SEE TIGERS, G31

Braxton Rose, Jaxson Lovelace, Micah Christensen and John David Mason expect a 14th straight playoff appearance for Lauderdale County. [DAN
BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Mason
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Golden opportunity

Even with new
coach, expectations
high for Lexington
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

The Lexington sideline will look a

little different. It will
likely sound a little dif-
ferent, too.
Gone is Jason Lard,

his boisterous person-
ality and array of quotes
after he decided to retire
in April following 13 sea-

sons with the Golden Bears.
Blake Killen. You’re up.
“I’mwalking into a great situation,”

said Killen, who like Lard is a Lexington
graduate. “... I think our guys expect to
win. I expect to win.Winning is always
better than losing. … We’ve got guys
who have been in the battles.We’ve got
a lot of returning starters.We have a lot
of returning touchdowns and produc-
tion. So, forme, I feel really good about
it. We have a chance to be good.
“Frommypoint of view, expectations

are high and our team’s expectations

are high.”
Perhaps rightfully so.
The Golden Bears’ nine wins last

season were the program’s most since
2009 (10-2). They won their first
region title also since 2009. They won
their first playoff game since 2016.
Their three losses? By one, 17 and three
points.

LEXINGTON
GOLDEN
BEARS

Returning starters
OL Walker Doss
OL Luke Brannon
OL Mick Underwood
SB-CB Wyatt Prado
RB Byron Lane
WR-S Noah Lemay

TE-LB Sean Starkey
DL Trey Cole
DL Parker Cole
LB Jake Lard
S Braden Allen

Region: 2A, Region 8
2022 record: 9-3 (6-0
2A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 22-31 (2
playoff berths)

at Colbert Hts. W, 34-0
Pisgah L, 29-28
at Red Bay W, 40-14
Tharptown W, 53-18
Lauderdale Co. W, 14-13
Falkville W, 40-33

at Tanner W, 52-20
Hatton W, 48-14
Sheffield W, 75-27
at Rogers L, 35-18
N. Sand Mtn. W, 49-14
Tuscaloosa Aca. L, 23-20

2022 results
Aug. 25 Colbert Heights
Sept. 1 at Pisgah
Sept. 8 Red Bay
Sept. 15 open
Sept. 22 at Tharptown
Sept. 29 at Lauderdale Co.

Oct. 6 at Falkville
Oct. 13 Tanner
Oct. 20 at Hatton
Oct. 27 at Sheffield
Nov. 3 Rogers

2023 schedule

Coach: Blake Killen
(first season at

Lexington; third year overall, 10-11)

SEE LEXINGTON, G21

Lexington’s Braden Allen, Wyatt Prado and Luke Brannon say the Golden Bears have high expectations, even with a new coach. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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There’s also the matter of having
seven starters coming back on both
offense and defense, evenwhile having
a new starting quarterback.
“I thinkwith the players we’re bring-

ing back, I think the expectations are
that we’re going to be pretty success-
ful,” receiver and defensive backWyatt
Prado said. “Even with a new coach,
we’re going to be running a similar
offense and defense which should help
us out.”
Another region title was thrown out

for what the minimum should be.
Still, there is still thematter of a new

coach and learning how he operates
both during practices and games. And
so far, so good.
“I think it’s been great,” offensive

lineman and linebacker Luke Brannon
said. “I think it’s been really positive
and really impactful. Coach Killen is a
little more laid back. But he’s done a
great job of just rallying us up.”
It’s been part of Killen’s plan to try

to get to know a little more about his
players outside of what they’re able
to do on the football field. Open com-
munication being one of the important
factors to help Lexington get to where
it wants to go.
“I’vewatched a lot of film on them, so

I knewwhat they can do football-wise
and how they fit there,” Killen said.
“But it’s about learning about them as
people andwhat their interests are and

how you can coach them. There’s some
that you can coach hard and others you
can’t. And then I’ve been open about
my coaching background and what my
expectations are.”
Now, it’s just time to see what the

Golden Bears can do when it comes
time for the opening kickoff.
It will certainly be a little different.
“We’re pretty confident,” Prado

said. “But I feel like if you’re not ner-
vous for the beginning of any season,

there’s probably something wrong.”

David Glovach can be reached at
david.glovach@timesdaily.com or on
Twitter @DavidGlovach

LEXINGTON
From Page G20

Braden Allen is expected to be Lexington’s starting quarterback this year. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Wyatt Prado and Lexington hope to haul in a
second straight region championship this year.
[KEVIN TAYLOR/TIMESDAILY]
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Keeping track

Innovative Pirates
follow Garrett’s lead
By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

Rogers coachDanielGarrett is not abig
fanof thephrase “because that’s theway

it has always been done.”
“I think that’s the

dumbest thing ever,”
Rogers’ third-year coach
said.
The phrase came up

while Garrett was detail-
ing a new app the Pirates

coacheshavebeenusing tomonitor their
players’ habits — from sleep, weight

and nutrition to how they are feeling on
a given day. It’s an effort, Garrett said,
that helpsRogers coachesdoabetter job.
“We’ve invested in a lot of technol-

ogy to find out that information where
they sign in every day and they tell how
they feel, howmany hours of sleep they
got or if something is going on in their
life,” Garrett explained. “And if they
got a low feeling on that, then we know

immediately we need to check on them.
And we need to make sure everything’s
OK.”
That information, Garrett said, is

paramount to their approach to coach-
ing individual players.
“If they screw up on something and

we just sit there andblast them,well,we

ROGERS
PIRATES

Returning starters
WR Lincoln Peoples
OL Hunter Fish
OL Ethan Zahnd
OL Easton Bradley

LB Quint Smith
LB Lee McCain
DB Brodie Chandler
DL Carter Burgess

Region: 4A, Region 7
2022 record: 7-4 (4-3 4A,
Region 7)
Last 5 years: 24-30 (4 playoff
berths)

at Haleyville (OT) W, 16-10
at Lauderdale Co.W, 24-13
East Lawrence W, 42-7
Wilson W, 62-20
at West Morgan L, 35-16
Central W, 41-21

at Brooks L, 24-21
at Deshler L, 35-13
West Limestone W, 49-28
Lexington W, 35-18
at Randolph L, 54-15

2022 results
Aug. 25 Haleyville
Aug. 31 Lauderdale Co.
Sept. 8 at East Lawrence
Sept. 15 at Wilson
Sept. 22 West Morgan
Sept. 29 open

Oct. 6 at Central
Oct. 13 Brooks
Oct. 20 Deshler
Oct. 27 at West Limestone
Nov. 3 at Lexington

2023 schedule

Coach: Daniel Garrett (third season at
Rogers, 12-10; fourth year overall, 18-14)

SEE PIRATES, G23

Lee McCain, Tyson Wood and Hunter Fish hope Rogers can improve on last year’s seven-win season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Garrett
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don’t reallyknowwhat’s goingon in their
life,” he said. “Byusing this technology,
it canhelpwith that.We’re always trying
to invest and find ways to be better, the
ways of doing it just because that’s the
way it’s always been done. I hate that
saying. We’re always trying to evolve
and use whatever resources we can find
to help us be better.”
Offensive linemanHunter Fish said he

didn’t view the app as being intrusive.
“It’s just something you’re supposed

to do,” he said. “Coach said it is some-
thing to help us and to help him coach
us better.”
Players said using the app is not a

time-consuming ordeal. They enter
certain information — like how many
hours of sleep they got, how they slept,
howmuch they weigh, etc. It then pro-
duces a report.
“It’s perfectly fine with me,” line-

backer Lee McCain said. “It only takes
a minute to scan the code and do it. It’s
probably best forme anyway, like how I
slept and how long I slept. If my weight
is below what it should be, it lets me
knowwhat I need to do. I thought itwas
a pretty good idea.”
McCain said by monitoring his sleep

habits, hehas gotten into abetter routine
— sleeping, staying hydrated. And, he
understands that his information helps
Garrett coach him better.
“A hundred percent,” McCain said.

“It’s like if he says if I go to sleep at 9

o’clock and thenwakeupat 8, that’swell
rested. But if I’m going to bed at 1 and
waking up at 6, then they can know I’m
not sleeping good. So, if I’mmessingup,
they need to try to find a way to get me
to stay focused for the amount of time
we’re here.
Sophomore Tyson Wood, who takes

over at quarterback forBrockKillen, said
he was skeptical of the app at first, but
then settled into the routine.
“It’s helped a lot,” he said. “It just lets

you knowwhen you need to go to sleep
and if your sleep schedule is bad, it lets
you know. Stuff like that.”
Garrett has settled in nicely as he

begins his third year. The Pirates, 7-4
last season, have been to the playoffs in

both his seasons, and although he has
to replace seven starters on offense and
defense, he is confident hehas players to
do that with little or no dropoff.
“Thebiggest growthwehavehad since

I have been here is our belief,” he said.
“We’re still working on that every day
because that is something that could
disappear in the snap of a finger.We are
constantly finding ways to create that
belief.”
Garrett likes the teamdynamic, noting

that the roster includes a variety of per-
sonalities, backgrounds and talent. The
Pirates also got a boost from an addi-
tion. Damien Thompson, who was an
All-State player the last two seasons at
Mars Hill, joined the team in late July.

“Even thoughwe’re younger,wehave
averyuniquedynamic inour locker room
that might not have ever been this way
before at Rogers,” he said. “Tome, that
makes things fun.
“I’m very excited to see what we can

accomplish because like I said, we’re
young, butweare talented.And it’s just a
daily process of showingup and commit
to do what I need to do, do my job, and
try to find joy in that process towherewe
can get better at it every day.”
McCain saidGarrett has reinvigorated

the program since his arrival.
“He’s brought energy into the pro-

gram,”McCain said. “Now,peoplewant
to be here. He cares about us more than
anything.”

PIRATES
From Page G22

Daniel Garrett enters his third season as head coach at Rogers. [KEVIN TAYLOR/TIMESDAILY]
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Hitting reset

Warriors getting fresh
perspective with new coach

By David Glovach
Sports Writer

TheWilson football team had already
left the Florence Sportsplex, its day at
North Alabama’s 7-on-7 tournament

done.
Trey Lane, the War-

riors’ first-year coach,
hung back for a minute
to catch up with Kenny
Morson, his former boss
at Florence. Morson
asked how Lane’s first

few months at his new job had been
going.

And then, as if right on cue, one of
Florence’s players stuck his head out
the bus window, caught sight of Lane.
A yell of excitement followed and he
motioned for Lane to come over and
say hi.
It’s the kind of thing Lane is now

trying to build at his first head coach-
ing job.
“I think it’s a good fit,” Wilson

receiver Reth Jones said. “It’s really
great how well he gets his message
across. It’s a fresh new start. It’s very
refreshing.”
It might be what the Warriors need

for a program that has struggled to find
much success in recent seasons.
Wilson enters 2023 coming off of

WILSON
WARRIORS

Returning starters
DB Isaac Ray
WR Reth Jones
DB Jordan Steele
WR Braxton Glaze
LB Preston Nippers

LB Dawson Wills
OL Carter Daugherty
OL Tripp Stevens
DB Everett Roberson

Region: 4A, Region 7
2022 record: 1-9 (1-6
4A, Region 7)
Last 5 years: 8-40 (no
playoff berths)

at Hatton L, 30-19
Colbert Heights L, 19-18
Central L, 45-14
at Rogers L, 62-20
Deshler L, 55-13

at W. Limestone L, 34-26
at E. Lawrence W, 33-21
at Brooks L, 38-13
West Morgan L, 61-0
Lawrence Co. L, 28-27

2022 results
Aug. 25 Hatton
Sept. 1 at Colbert Heights
Sept. 8 at Central
Sept. 15 Rogers
Sept. 22 at Deshler
Sept. 29 open

Oct. 6 West Limestone
Oct. 13 East Lawrence
Oct. 20 Brooks
Oct. 27 at West Morgan
Nov. 3 at Lawrence Co.

2023 schedule

Coach: Trey Lane (first year)

SEE WARRIORS, G25

Everett Roberson, Gage Wilson, Reth Jones and Clifford Stevens say new Wilson coach Trey Lane quickly fit in with the Warriors. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Lane
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three straight 1-9 campaigns. The last
time theWarriors finished with a win-
ning record was 2017 when they went
10-2. That’s the last time they made
the playoffs. It’s also more wins than
they’ve managed the last five years
combined — an 8-40 mark, overall.
It’s certainly a tall task. So, any

apprehension?
“There’s not,” Lane said. “I was

a volunteer coach there early in my
career when I first started out. It’s a
fantastic community. It’s got really
good people. It’s got kids there who
are good enough to win football games.
I don’t think that’s going to be an
issue.
“Scott Brown was successful there.

Chris Balentine had some success, all
the way back to David Winborn. It is
possible to be successful there. It just
has to be done the right way and it has
to be done in a specific way, a physical
brand of football.”
And that started early with some

spring practice, where there was an
emphasis put on not only a new offen-
sive and defensive scheme, but on some
different techniques, too.
A premium was also put on con-

ditioning. That was probably the
roughest part in the beginning.
“Our practices were 90 minutes

non-stop,” offensive lineman Clifford
Stevens said. “So, it was preparing us
to get our bodies up to speed to be able

to run play after play after play and not
have to worry about getting winded or
anything. That was rough for the first
few days.”
But it’s things Wilson believes will

help lead to a better outcome thanwhat
the program has become accustomed
to.
“I think it’ll be different,” safety

Everett Roberson said. “We’remerging

pretty good right now and we have a
pretty good connection between the
different pieces.We knowwe have one
job to do and we just have to focus on
that.”
Sometimes a new start can make all

the difference. TheWarriors will soon
find out if that’s the case.
“ I th ink we’re encouraged,”

quarterback Gage Wilson said. “I
think with coach Lane coming in,
team chemistry changing, we’re look-
ing at things in a new light and a new
perspective.”

David Glovach can be reached at
david.glovach@timesdaily.com or on
Twitter @DavidGlovach

WARRIORS
From Page G24

Gage Wilson says the Wilson Warriors are
“looking at things in a new light and a new
perspective.” [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Isaac Ray and the Wilson Warriors are optimistic under new coach Trey Lane.
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Wing-T, prayer
Central hopes
to continue its
past success
By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

For many programs, losing
16 starters, including 14 seniors
from a playoff team, would
cause a coach to try something
new.
Not at Central.

Now entering
his 13th season
as head coach,
Hea th Wood
has seen a lot of
teams run a lot of
different offen-
s ive schemes
over the years.

The Wildcats, however, will
be running theWing-T, some-
thingwith which they are quite
familiar.
“We are a Wing-T team,”

Wood said. “That is our iden-
tity and what we will continue
to do.”
It’s hard to argue with the

strategy. Central is seeking a
fourth straight winning season
and a sixth straight trip to the
playoffs.
RunningbackHunter Palmer,

who rushed formore than 1,300
yards and 17 touchdowns a year
ago, said having so many new
starters is not such a big deal
since certain foundations have
been in place for so long.
“It’s just second nature at

this point,” the junior said.
“We have all played Wing-T
sincewewere little sowe know
and understand what we are
trying to do. Everyone has their
favorite plays. I like running the

buck.”
Woodsaid the teamasawhole

has bought in to the system,
which has created opportuni-
ties to be successful.
“Hunter had a great season

last year,”Wood said. “He has
a lot of ability but hewill also be
the first guy to give credit to the
offensive line and be thankful

for the work that they put in.”
“Putting inthework” is some-

thingWood said the entire team
has done during the offseason.
“Wegraduated a lot of guys so

we knowwe have a lot of holes
to fill,” he said. “The players
havebeenworking really hard in
the offseason and I feel like we
have some guys who are ready

to step up and full those holes.”
Central returns just two full-

time starters on defense and
four on offense. Junior Bryant
Hanback is one of those return-
ees who believes in the “next
man up” attitude.
“We’ve all been playing since

wewere little,” the linebacker/
fullback said. “When you are a

freshman, you might be more
of a role player. Now you are
expected to play a bigger role
as a leader.”
Quarterback Jackson Brewer

credits the past Central teams
for setting a standard for cur-
rent and future Central teams.

CENTRAL
WILDCATS

Returning starters
RB Hunter Palmer
RB Bryant Hanback
QB Jackson Brewer

DT Wyatt Davis
OL John Hulsizer

Region: 4A, Region 7
2022 record: 6-5 (4-3 4A,
Region 7)
Last 5 years: 29-26 (5 play-
off berths)

at East LimestoneL, 35-32
at Wilson W, 45-14
West Morgan L, 42-0
Brooks W, 35-28
Westminster-Hsv.W, 70-69
at Rogers L, 41-21

at Deshler L, 45-21
West Limestone W, 35-28
at East LawrenceW, 49-6
Ardmore W, 49-41
at Priceville L, 49-28

2022 results
Aug. 25 open
Sept. 1 East Limestone
Sept. 8 Wilson
Sept. 15 at West Morgan
Sept. 22 at Brooks
Sept. 29 atWestminster-Hsv.

Oct. 6 Rogers
Oct. 13 Deshler
Oct. 20 at West Limestone
Oct. 27 East Lawrence
Nov. 3 at Ardmore

2023 schedule

Coach: Heath Wood (13th
season, 71-60)

Hunter Palmer, Jackson Brewer and Bryant Hanback hope to lead Central to a fourth straight winning season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Wood

SEE CENTRAL, G27
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“I think the teams in the past have just
set a good example to follow,” Brewer
said. “It’s just what is expected of us.
When I was younger, I looked up to the
seniors and I wanted to be like them.
Now here I am. I want to do whatever
it takes for the team to win.”
Brewer added that while current

upperclassmen have taken over leader-
ship roles, several newcomers are also
doing their part.
“We have some new wide receivers

coming in who will help us a lot,” he
said. “I like playswhere I have different
options as a quarterback. I can read the
defense and try to takewhat it gives us.”
Having a senior-heavy team may

have contributed to Central winning
a lot of close games last year. Palmer
added that showing up in the weight

roomwas also a huge factor. TheWild-
catswent 3-1 in games decided by seven
points or less.
“We are in good shape, which really

pays off in the fourth quarter,” Palmer
said. “A lot of teamswould get tired late
in games andwewere able tomake plays
down the stretch.”
Wood agreed and added that this

summer was no different when it came
time for his team to hit the weights.
“We were able to win a lot of close

games because of our conditioning but
I think this year’s group is very similar,”
saidWood. “They have stepped up and
have done a great job in theweight room
and have done everything that they
have needed to do. They are hungry. It

is there time and they know it.”
Wood said expectations remain high

at Central.
“Every year is different,” he said.

“Last year is last year.We are all about
focusing on this season and what we
need to do in order to be successful. Our
goal every year is to try to get into the
playoffs. That has not changed.”

Central’s Hunter Palmer ran for over 1,300 yards and 17 touchdowns last season.

Central quarterback Jackson Brewer says
previous teams set high expectations for the
Wildcats. [PHOTOS BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

CENTRAL
From Page G26
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On the hunt
Cougars have sights set
on reaching playoffs
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

TheWaterloo contingent looks up and
down its upcoming schedule and then
turns its attention to last year’s.

It doesn’t take long for
the players assembled to
start nitpicking different
games, particularly the
five straight losses book-
ended by two two-game
win streaks.
This season, they

believe, can be a little bit different.
“I don’t see whywe can’t have a win-

ning record and make the playoffs,”
linebacker and running back Corbyn
Gallagher said.
The Cougars will see if they canmake

that happen in Jeremiah Stricklin’s
second year in charge. The program has
only had four winning seasons since
being reestablished in 2006. Three of
those happened in 2018-20. The other
in 2007.
First, it’s about making sure Water-

loo finds a little more balance — on the
scoreboard.
In the Cougars’ five losses, they lost

each gameby at least three touchdowns.
In their four wins, they won by at least
three touchdowns.

“(Stricklin) definitely hates to lose a
lot more than other coaches,” tight end
anddefensive endNickolasKavich said.
“He’s definitely straightforward andwill
tell youwhat you’re doingwrong.”
The key to avoiding that if you’re

Waterloo?Make sure one is well versed

on his assignments on both sides of the
ball.
“The chances of only playing one spot

are very little,” Kavich said. “There are
some games where youmight come off
for special teams.”
Added running back and linebacker

Kaden Benson: “We’re only coming out
if we’re winning or losing pretty bad.”
Being well conditioned helps as well.

That’s taken care of through vari-
ous workouts — “constantly running”

WATERLOO
COUGARS

Returning starters
RB-LB Corbyn Gallagher
TE-LB Nickolas Kavich
C-DE Brycen Wilkerson

FB-DE Kaden Benson
WR-S Braylan McMullen
CB Draven Holcombe

Region: 1A, Region 8
2022 record: 4-5 (3-4
1A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 30-23 (3
playoff berths)

Brilliant W, 53-8
Cherokee W, 60-14
Meek L, 38-12
at Addison L, 69-0
at Sheffield L, 43-14

at Hackleburg L, 46-16
at Phillips L, 56-26
Shoals Chr. W, 38-6
at Vina W, 46-8

2022 results
Aug. 25 at Brilliant
Sept. 1 at Cherokee
Sept. 8 at Meek
Sept. 15 open
Sept. 22 Addison
Sept. 29 Sheffield

Oct. 6 Hackleburg
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 Phillips
Oct. 27 at Shoals Chr.
Nov. 3 Vina

2023 schedule

Coach: Jeremiah
Stricklin (second season, 4-5)

SEE COUGARS, G53

Waterloo’s Nickolas Kavich, Corbyn Gallagher and Kaden Benson have optimism entering this season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Stricklin
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New connection
Coleman, Lions
hunting for
even bigger year
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

The phrase both made him smile and
ticked him off.

Brett Coleman drew a
small sense of pride and a
major sense of disrespect.
Sure, itwas an accolade

— but a small one com-
pared to what Coleman
wanted.
It drove him through

the winter, into the spring and down
through the summer, looking to erase
two words from the honor he had as a
junior.
TheHaleyville receiver, rather than be

All-State honorable mention, wants to
be simply All-State.
“I’m shooting to be even better,”

Coleman said. “It was still an accom-
plishment instead of being just
all-region, but Iwant to get toAll-State.
“Honorable mention isn’t good

enough.”
Coleman takes to heart the definition

of “honorablemention.” Itmeans he fell
short of All-State. It means he wasn’t
good enough.
Despite 66 catches for 1,083 yards

and 11 touchdowns as a junior, Coleman
wantsmore as a senior. And to domore
than just be honorably mentioned.
“I want to get 2,000 yards, close to

2,000,” Coleman said. “Maybe 1,500.”
It’s a heady goal, but the Lions say it’s

not a pie-in-the-sky dream.
Coleman’s breakout season led to

some intense work over the offseason,
which led to a few extra pounds, a few
more moves and a bit more speed.
More than just his personal stats,

Coleman and the Lionswantmorewins,
too.
“We were happy for him to be hon-

orablemention,” running backHaydyn
Ramos said. “But I knowhewantsmore.
We all want more, and the team doing
well is all that matters.”
Haleyville is coming off a 6-5 season

in coach Bo Culver’s “debut” season.
Culver, a previous Haleyville coach,
returned to the Lions a year ago.
A new offense led to Coleman’s big

season.
More run-oriented before, Haleyville

moved to a fast-paced well-rounded
attack. A year later, the Lions have a

year’s experience with it.
“Switching from a Wing-T and a

bang-bang-bangWing-T, to what we
do is a big difference,” Culver said.
“With all our kids, the second year in the
system is typically a solid year. Every-
body knows what’s going on.”
So, the potential is there for Coleman,

though he’ll have a new guy throwing
him the ball.
“I think he can be really stinking

good,” Culver said. “He’s gained 20
pounds, and it’s not 20 pounds of bad
weight. It’s really good weight. He’s
worked really, really hard.
“For a kid who was already tall, fast

and could jump, he is faster, taller and
can jump higher.”
Coleman is 6-3 right now. Still grow-

ing? “Yes, but I’m starting to level out,”
he said.
But this year’s quarterback won’t

have as close of a tie with Coleman.
Matthew Coleman is now at Missis-

sippi College. Junior Evan Cagle, who
started at receiver last year, takes over.
“It will be a big change, because

Evan is not as (quick) on his feet as my
brother,” Brett Coleman said. “My
brother could run andpass. Evan ismore
of a passer, not runner.”
But the Lions have confidence in

Cagle, and Culver said Cagle will grow
into the job.
“Big brother is not playing quarter-

back,” Culver said. “At the same time,
the kid who is playing quarterback for
us was with us last year.”
The Lions will have Ramos, who is

drawing rave reviews fromCulver, and
all of last year’s offensive line back.
“I don’t know if, in one year, I’ve seen

a kid make as much physical develop-
ment as he has,” Culver said of Ramos.
Haleyville hopes the returning experi-

ence allows the Lions to avoid last year’s
slow start. Haleyville opened 1-3 before
winning five straight.
“We got a streak going,” Ramos said.

“We lost it at the end, butmaybewe can
get it going again.”

HALEYVILLE
LIONS

Returning starters
WR Brett Coleman
WR Evan Cagle
WR Cooper McNutt
OL Brock Rushing
OL Landon Lovett
OL Brock Yeager
OL Mason Tidwell
OL-TE Grayson Goddard

DL Andrew Barton
DL Wilson Frazier
DL Blade McDonald
LB Clay Price
LB Jackson Kutis
LB Fisher McCombs
DB Reece McNutt
DB Haydyn Ramos

Rogers (OT) L, 16-10
at Winfield L, 28-19
Cordova W, 45-41
Dora L, 21-12
at Northside W, 35-27
Oak Grove W, 60-29

Curry W, 46-6
at Hamilton W, 52-12
at Corner (OT) W, 49-42
at West Morgan L, 55-38
Oneonta L, 56-14

2022 results
Aug. 25 at Rogers
Sept. 1 Winfield
Sept. 8 at Cordova
Sept. 15 at Dora
Sept. 22 Northside
Sept. 29 open

Oct. 6 at Oak Grove
Oct. 13 at Curry
Oct. 20 Hamilton
Oct. 27 Corner
Nov. 3 West Morgan

2023 scheduleRegion: 4A, Region 5
2022 record: 6-5 (6-1 4A,
Region 5)
Last 5 years: 24-29 (2
playoff appearances)
Coach: Bo Culver (second

season of current stint, 6-5; fifth season at
Haleyville, 31-15; 12th year overall, 69-55)

Haleyville running back Haydyn Ramos (left) says he expects a big season from receiver Brett Cole-
man (right) and all of the Lions. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Culver
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Goal inmind

Panthers seeking return
of long playoff run
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Griffin Hanson, Jay Dobbs and JO
Owens looked at one another for a

moment, eachwaiting for
the others to speak first.
The question had been

pondering amongst the
Mars Hill football team
throughout theoffseason.
Thegoal?Pretty simple,

they said.
“I think we all know what our goal is

and that’s a state championship,” said
Hanson, the team’s quarterback. “I
don’t think we have a number (of wins)
inmind, it’s just to beour best eachweek
and see what happens.”
Such is the case for a program used to

winning as of late.
The Panthers are seeking their sixth

straight 10-win season. They compiled

18 playoff wins the last four years. They
were rankedNo. 1 inClass3A—their first
year in theclassification—formostof last
season.With enough success, they will
soon find themselves bumped up to 4A.
Andyet,MarsHill is seeking togetback

to its first title game after a two-year

MARS HILL
PANTHERS

Returning starters
OL Gunnar Kirchharr
OL Jackson Lowery
OL Jack Irby
TE Cannon Pigg
WB Hudson Higgins
FB-LB Jay Dobbs
RB-OLB JO Owens

QB-DB Griffin Hanson
WR-DB Tanner Caudle
LB Cam Isbell
DB Aiden Kennedy
DE Jay Grant
DE Skyler Sterling
P Aiden Kennedy

Region: 3A, Region 8
2022 record: 10-2 (6-0
3A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 61-10 (5
playoff berths)

Cullman L, 13-10
at Brooks W, 64-35
at Colbert Hts. W, 56-6
Clements W, 52-8
at Elkmont W, 69-8
at Russellville W, 31-30

Colbert Co. W, 35-0
Phil Campbell W, 56-0
at Lauderdale Co.W, 38-0
Linden W, 35-6
Danville W, 62-7
at Geraldine L, 17-14

2022 results
Aug. 24 at Cullman
Sept. 1 Brooks
Sept. 8 Colbert Heights
Sept. 15 at Clements
Sept. 22 Elkmont
Sept. 29 Russellville

Oct. 6 at Colbert Co.
Oct. 13 at Phil Campbell
Oct. 20 Lauderdale Co.
Oct. 27 at Scottsboro
Nov. 3 open

2023 schedule

Coach: Darrell Higgins (eighth season,
68-24)

Griffin Hanson, JO Owens and Jay Dobbs are looking to help Mars Hill rediscover football playoff success. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Higgins

SEE PANTHERS, G32
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Date Opponent
Aug. 24 @ Cullman -- Thursday
Sept. 1 Brooks
Sept. 8 Colbert Heights
Sept. 15 @ Clements
Sept. 22 Elkmont
Sept. 29 Russellville
Oct. 6 @ Colbert Co.
Oct. 13 @ Phil Campbell
Oct. 20 Lauderdale Co.
Oct. 27 @ Scottsboro
Nov. 3 OPEN

TIGERS
From Page G19

a linebacker/lineman, said physical play
is a source of pride among the players.
“Our toughness is what makes Lau-

derdale County football special,” he
said. “I think we are one of the only
teams around here that hits in full pads
every day. That toughness is what pays
off on Friday night when we are able to
play four quarters.”
It helps that the Tigers traditionally

have had success using that formula.
LauderdaleCounty hasmade 13 straight
playoff appearances dating to 2010 and
has been to the postseason 19of the past
23 seasons. A Mason-coached team is

7-for-7 in qualifying for the playoffs.
“They are tough, physical, hard-nosed

kids,” Jeff Mason said. “They love Lau-
derdaleCounty and the town.They take
pride in playing football there. You see
that every day.”
Senior running back Braxton Rose

might be the poster child for Lauder-
dale County’s toughness. He tore his
ACL before last season, but returned in
time to play in the last few games. The
average recovery time fromACLsurgery
is 8-10months.
“I came back in three months and 10

(days) after surgery,” he said. “Pretty
crazy.”
Missing being on the field with his

teammates likely speeded up Rose’s
recovery time.Hewas back in the lineup

for the eighth game.
“When you are out there and watch-

ing everybody, you justmiss it somuch,”
Rose said. “People tell you that after you
graduate and it’s gone, you are going to
miss it so much. I got that sense from
watching on the sideline.”
Rose said the upside of watching the

game fromthe sideline is that he sees the
game differently and expects it to help
him now that he is fully recovered from
his knee injury.
“Everything happens so fast when

you are out there running the ball,” Rose
said. “Watching other people do it, you
see how the line moves and it creates a
totally different vision.”
Senior running back Micah Chris-

tensen said there’s a reason the Tigers

are known for their toughness.
“We just work harder than everyone

else,” he said. “We are known for how
physicalweplay andhowhardwework.
How tough we are. That’s just what the
County’s known for.”
AndwhileMason and the Tigers hang

their hats on the run game, quarterback
JaxsonLovelace expects to throwa little
more than in the past. He’s spent time
in the offseason bonding with his new
receivers.
“It’s important because you can read

them a little better when you get in the
games,” he said. “You just get a better
feel for what they are going to do.”
“I think we threw for 1,100 or 1,200

yards last year,” Mason said. “We’ll
throw it whenwe can.”
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absence, something that hasn’t been
looked fondly upon. The Panthersmade
three straight from 2018-20, including
driving back to Florence with the blue
map trophy two of those years. Last
season, Mars Hill suffered a second-
round playoff exit with a 17-14 loss to
Geraldine.
“We spend a large part of the year

rankedNo. 1 in the state and thatmeans
absolutely nothing and, for us, it’s about
what we do in the postseason,” coach
Darrell Higgins said. “We’re not at all
satisfied with the way we finished up
last year. Hopefully, we’ve done a lot
of things to improve and be better than
that.
“We’ve needed to get tougher. Not

just physically, but mentally tougher.
Ultimately, the reason we got beat was
not a talent problem. The team that beat
us was tougher than us.”
That’s been a focus during summer

workouts, made up of various circuits
to put the players in some uncomfort-
able situations to see how they’ll react.
The worst?
“Probably sled pushes,” Owens, a

running back and linebacker, said with
a grin. “It’s always towards the end (of
the day) when it gets hot.”
But the belief is it will help lead to the

results the Pantherswant. After all, they
know they’re the teameveryone on their
schedule wants to beat. It does come
with the territory.
“I think in LauderdaleCounty, there’s

been two state champions since 1973
and both have beenMarsHill,” Higgins
said. “And so, that puts a target on you.
Everyonewants to go out and beat you.
We’ve had Power Five kids, Division I
kids, a lot of college players and it’s a
goodopportunity for these other players
to see how they match up.
“It brings a lot of excitementwhenwe

play someone.”
It’s a welcome challenge. And while

those games are fun, the players said,
the goal still remains to be one of the
teams playing the final week of the
season.
“Youhave todo the things that it takes

to be a state champion,” said Dobbs, a
fullback and linebacker. “That’s what
we’re trying to do.”
Pretty simple.

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

JO Owens helped Mars Hill average 43.5 points per game last year. [PHOTOS BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Jay Dobbs and the Mars Hill Panthers lost just twice last year, both times by three points.

PANTHERS
From Page G30
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Hunting a turnaround

Under new coach, Flame
seeks fuel for success
By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

The seniors at Shoals Christian were

fifth-graders the last time the Flame
went to the playoffs.
Awinning record? The current group

of seniors were in first grade.
It has been a long time since

Shoals Christ ian has made any
noise at the Class 1A level. With a

larger-than-normal senior class lead-
ing the 2023 team, the Flame is more
than ready take the next step.
“It’s definitely different being the

leaders of the team this year,” senior
Terin Harris said.
The wide receiver/defensive back

knows the younger players on the
roster have never known a Shoals
Christian teamwith a winning record.
“We have taken more of an initia-

tive to teach the younger kids what we

SHOALS
CHRISTIAN
FLAME

Returning starters
QB-DB JD Bachofer
WR-DB Sam Storie
TE-DL Tyler Soria
RB-DB DJ Shanes
OL-DL Alex Richards
OL-DL Rob Hyde

OL-DL Ashland Husainy
OL-DL Samuel Camp
DB-WR Terin Harris
LB-WR Noah Aday
OL-DL Zeke Waide

Region: 1A, Region 8
2022 record: 2-7
(2-5 1A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 11-38
(no playoff berths)

at Tharptown L, 28-14
Phillips L, 41-6
at Vina W, 44-16
Cherokee W, 59-6
Cold Springs L, 48-20

at Meek L, 63-0
Hackleburg L, 50-20
at Waterloo L, 38-6
Addison L, 56-0

2022 results
Aug. 25 Tharptown
Sept. 1 open
Sept. 8 at Phillips
Sept. 15 Vina
Sept. 22 at Cherokee
Sept. 29 at Cold Springs

Oct. 6 Danville
Oct. 13 Meek
Oct. 20 at Hackleburg
Oct. 27 Waterloo
Nov. 3 at Addison

2023 schedule

Coach: Brett Vick (first year)

SEE FLAME, G52

Terin Harris, Sam Storie, Tyler Soria and Samuel Camp hope to help Shoals Christian take the next step. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Looking for a leap

A year later,
Bulldogs following
Dickerson’s lead
By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

Brian Dickerson tried to lay the
groundwork for what his vision is for
Sheffield football last season.
A year later, the second-year coach

expects the Bulldogs to
take another step in his
vision of where the pro-
gram can go. It’s all part
of his plan to restore
Sheffield’s tradition.
“The first year they

were trying to figure out
what was expected,” Dickerson said.
“Now, they knowwhat’s expected.Now
they have to learn how to do it at a con-
sistent level. That’s from the coaching
staff to the players to everybody that’s
involved in our program.

“There’s a standard to how we do
everything and there’s no fluctuation
on those things. We want to make sure
it’s done that way every time because
your habits arewhat you have to lean on
regardless of what situation.”
Dickerson took over the program in

2022 after DavidWisdom’s one season
with the team. He saw tangible results
— Sheffield finished 5-5 butmissed the
playoffs for a third consecutive season.
Even when the Bulldogs have made the
playoffs, it’s been one-and-done lately
— 2016 is the last time they have made

it past the first round.
In Dickerson’s world, you have to

walk before you run, and the Bulldogs
are still learning to walk.
“Our goal is to do what’s never been

done and do it better than it’s ever been
done at Sheffield,” he said. “But that
starts with consistency. There hasn’t
been a lot of consistency inside our
program in a lot of areas. So that’s what
we’re trying to create in year two.”
Some of the consistency can be found

SHEFFIELD
BULLDOGS

Returning starters
Demarius Beckwith
Maddix Rupley
Navi Dysart
James Drumgood
Reeve Holcomb
Germain Vinson
Bryant Doll

Austin Stults
Christian Steele
David Foster
Jake Mcbride
Matyler Long
Skylar Johnston
Gary Little

Region: 2A, Region 8
2022 record: 5-5 (2-4 2A,
Region 8)
Last 5 years: 22-30 (2
playoff berths)

at Elkmont W, 47-20
Colbert Co. L, 51-20
at Falkville L, 32-7
Red Bay L, 50-39
Tanner W, 48-47

Waterloo W, 43-14
at Cherokee W, 54-6
at Hatton L, 60-34
Tharptown W, 63-14
at Lexington L, 75-27

2022 results
Aug. 24 Elkmont
Sept. 1 at Colbert Co.
Sept. 8 Falkville
Sept. 15 at Red Bay
Sept. 22 at Tanner
Sept. 29 at Waterloo

Oct. 6 Cherokee
Oct. 13 Hatton
Oct. 20 at Tharptown
Oct. 27 Lexington
Nov. 3 open

2023 schedule

Coach: Brian Dickerson
(second season, 5-5)

Austin Stults, Demarius Beckwith and Christian Steele said Sheffield has made strides under second-year coach Brian Dickerson. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Dickerson

SEE BULLDOGS, G36
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300 N. Nashville Ave.,
Sheffield

(256) 389-2000
www.sheffieldutilities.org

SHEFFIELD
CENTER OF THE SHOALS

CITY OF

(256) 383-0250
600 N. Montgomery Ave,

Sheffield, AL 35660
www.sheffieldalabama.org

Sheffield Bulldogs Athletics builds leadership, teamwork,
determination, and strong character. That’s a winning program.

GO DOGS GO!!
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with a staff that stayed mostly intact.
Another part of gaining consistency is
that the team has been in Dickerson’s
system for one full season and an off-
season. That’s important, he said.
“Everybody understandswe’re doing

offensively, defensively, on special
teams, in the weight room and study
hall. That structure is built,” Dicker-
son said. “Now, they have embraced
the challenges to be excellent every
day. We’re going to always talk about
the things that have nothing to do
with talent. Can you be on time? Can
you do your best? Can you hold others

accountable?
“If we do those things, the big pic-

ture take care of itself because talented
teams don’t win. Great teams win.”
In Dickerson’s first year, Sheffield

matched its win total from the previ-
ous two years combined. The Bulldogs
didn’t have any trouble offensively,
scoring 20 ormore points in nine games.
However, six opponents scored over 32
points against them.
Demarius Beckwith, who plays on

the offensive and defensive lines, said
the Bulldogs are more comfortable
with Dickerson heading into his second
season.
“We’ve gotten to knoweach other and

he is a positive coach,” Beckwith said.
“He gets everybody up and going. He

holds us accountable.”
Austin Stults is a senior receiver who

didn’t play his sophomore year. He
decided to give football another chance,
mostly because of Dickerson.
“He made me fall back in love with

the game,” Stults said. “It’s a whole lot
different than it used to be. Effort and
discipline are the two things he preaches
on a lot. He changed the culture a lot.”
Some of that culture change has

come with Dickerson having the team
get more involved in the community.
He said the team has been involved in
cleanup days around town, running kids
camps and is planning to work shifts at
the local food pantry and at the local
park.
“We want to care about the people

who care about us,” Dickerson said.
“We’re such a small community, so let’s
make sure we take care of each other.
Support the community and the com-
munity will support us. It goes hand in
hand.”
Said Stutts: “We can go out and help

somebody in the community and they’ll
come out and support us on Friday
nights. Running kids camps brings
themupwanting to play football. It just
changes the culture.”
Said Dickerson: “Let’s learn what

success looks like. There’s still a lot of
building blocks that have to take place
to get wherewewant to go. But excite-
ment is coming. Find the small wins and
the small wins will add up and will be
big wins.”

BULLDOGS
From Page G34

sheffield
bulldogs

2023 Football Schedule
Date Opponent
Aug. 24 Elkmont
Sept. 1 @ Colbert Co.
Sept. 8 Falkville
Sept. 15 @ Red Bay
Sept. 22 @ Tanner
Sept. 29 @ Waterloo
Oct. 6 Cherokee
Oct. 13 Hatton
Oct. 20 @ Tharptown
Oct. 27 Lexington
Nov. 3 OPEN

* Check local high schools for any updates/or changes.
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Successful campaign
Wildcats touted Jeffreys,
now look to land wins
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

The smiles and glances start quickly.
The Colbert HeightsWildcats, with a

new head coach, have a debate on their
hands.

Between new coach
Tyler Jeffreys and senior
defensive end Peyton
Patrick, the Wildcats
can line up and state
their choice. Decision
2023 will not involve
secret ballots or height-

ened debate, but only one party decides
playing time.
Between these two candidates, which

has the better beard?
“Coach Jeffreys,” receiver Austyn

Williams says. “I like the little mus-
tache thing he has going.”
Maybe this crew, at least in Jeffreys’

presence, isn’t themost even-handed.
“He doesn’t have as good a beard as

me, but he’s trying,” Patrick says in his
defense. “He’s trying.”
It’s a lighthearted moment, an area

where the Wildcats can tease their
first-year head coach. They cam-
paigned to school administrators over
the winter for Jeffreys to be promoted
after Taylor Leathers was promoted to

an assistant superintendent’s position.
They pestered him with questions

about his status while the decision was
still unknown. They rejoiced when he

got the job.
“They wanted to know,” Jeffreys

said. “I didn’t have a lot of information
to give them until the day it happened.

I knew they were helpingme out, and I
appreciate them doing that.”

COLBERT
HEIGHTS
WILDCATS

Returning starters
QB-OLB Dakota Vaughn
WR-SS Austyn Williams
RB-LB StevenWilbanks Jr.
WR-S Ethan Kimbrough
WR-CB Eli Cartee
RB-CB Gianni Weddle

TE-DE Abe Henson
FB-ILB Elijah Hand
OL-DL Tristan McCormick
OL-DL Peyton Patrick
OL-ILB Connor Triplett
OL-DL Enoch McGee

Region: 3A, Region 8
2022 record: 4-6 (2-4
3A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 26-28 (4
playoff berths)

Lexington L, 34-0
at Wilson W, 19-18
Mars Hill Bible L, 56-6
at Meek L, 24-17
at Clements W, 52-38

Elkmont W, 28-8
at Colbert Co. L, 28-12
at Phil Campbell L, 36-0
Lauderdale Co. L, 34-0
Dec. Heritage W, 20-13

2022 results
Aug. 25 at Lexington
Sept. 1 Wilson
Sept. 8 at Mars Hill Bible
Sept. 15 Meek
Sept. 22 Clements
Sept. 29 open

Oct. 6 at Elkmont
Oct. 13 Colbert Co.
Oct. 20 Phil Campbell
Oct. 27 at Lauderdale Co.
Nov. 2 at Decatur Heritage

2023 schedule

Coach: Tyler Jeffreys (first year)

SEE COLBERT HEIGHTS, G39

Austyn Williams, Peyton Patrick and Ethan Kimbrough helped campaign for Colbert Heights to promote Tyler Jeffreys to head coach. [DAN BUSEY/

TIMESDAILY]

Jeffreys
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‘Not good enough’

Colbert County wants
more than middling mark
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

They carefully walked into the field
house, unsure what mystical figure had
haunted their space with such taunting
words.

Was it a sign that the
Colbert County Indians
were haunted?
Themessage screamed

at themfromtheir lockers,
every bulletin board, the
doors leading outside and
even—thechief instigator

admits—maybe a fewbathroom stalls.
Itwas short, pithyand, for the Indians,

memorable: “7-5.Not good enough.”

“No,never,”offensive linemanAustin
Smallwoodsaid,describinghis reactionto
those numbers, which reflected Colbert
County’s final record froma year ago.
“Why be satisfied with the second

roundwhenyoucanhaveachance towin
the ship, the bluemap?”
The 7-5 was a one-win improvement

from a year earlier, extended Colbert
County’s streak of winning seasons and
includedadecent-sizedwinningstreak in

coach ScottyHannah’s first season.
Except, asHannahwrotesomanytimes

and posted in somany places, it was not
good enough.
“Coach Hannah put it in our face, on

every board,” defensive linemanWayne
Little said. “That 7-5, he didn’t like that.
“We’re trying to get awhole lot better

this year.”

COLBERT
COUNTY
INDIANS

Returning starters
OL Dylan Matlock
OL Seth Johnson
OL Austin Smallwood
OL Caiden Foust
WR B.J. Thornton
TE-LB Cash Fuqua

DL Wayne Little
DL Trey Davis
LB Keadre Garner
LB Frank Hayes
CB Micah McCoy

Region: 3A, Region 8
2022 record: 7-5 (4-2 3A,
Region 8)
Last 5 years: 34-23 (5 play-
off berths)

Brooks L, 48-21
at Sheffield W, 51-20
Phil Campbell W, 25-22
at Lauderdale Co. L, 29-0
at Deshler L, 36-33
at Mars Hill Bible L, 35-0

Colbert Heights W, 28-12
Clements W, 75-38
at Elkmont W, 51-0
Sulligent W, 31-28
at J.B. PenningtonW, 57-28
Piedmont L, 42-20

2022 results
Aug. 24 at Brooks
Sept. 1 Sheffield
Sept. 8 open
Sept. 15 at Phil Campbell
Sept. 22 Lauderdale Co.
Sept. 29 Deshler

Oct. 6 Mars Hill Bible
Oct. 13 at Colbert Heights
Oct. 20 at Clements
Oct. 27 Elkmont
Nov. 3 at Sulligent

2023 schedule

Coach: Scotty Hannah (second year
at Colbert Co., 7-5; eighth overall, 39-37)

Colbert County’s Wayne Little and Austin Smallwood say the Indians want more this year. [PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

SEE COLBERT COUNTY, G39
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That 7-5 mark was a recurring theme
through the offseason, hitting the Indi-
ans almost as quickly as the nextMarvel
movie.Without positive reviews.
“They know I’m never satisfied,”

Hannah said. “When we can do better,
we want to do better.We got better the
whole year last year, and we played the
teamthatplayed for the state champion-
ship and played themhard.
“But, this year,wewantmore.”
The Indians felt, at least inmidsummer,

that there were signs of improvement.
They said their conditioningwas already
at the level theydidn’thituntilmidseason
last year.
Trying to run from that 7-5 has its

benefits.
“We’re inbetter shapenow,a lotbetter

shape, than we were at this point last
year,” Hannah said. “We want to be in
better shape than the other team. I think
wehave the luxury this year toplaymore
players thanwe did last year.”
There are 16 starters returning, but

some of those are just sophomores who
were pushed into the lineup as freshmen
last year.
“We’re going to try to be good either

way,” Little said.
One glaring gap is at quarterback after

Cannon Berryman graduated. Hannah
wouldn’t commit towhowill start—does
any coach ever do so this early?— but
seniorCaleb Stafford is a possibility.
“He’sbeenwaitingforthis,”Smallwood

said.“He’sbeenbehindCannonhiswhole
career. It’s his senior year, and he’s been
waiting for thisopportunity.He’s likemy
best friend,andhe’sbeentellingmeall the
time that he can’twait.”
Stafford, the Indians said, has adiffer-

ent style than Berryman and is more of
a dropback passer. Berryman had more
ability to run.
“We have four or five guys we’re

working there,” Hannah said. “They all
have different skillsets.We’ll have some
options, butCaleb is doing a good job.
“His decision-making is gettingbetter

everyday,butwehaveacoupleotherguys
thathaven’tbeenbackthereandareeager
to learn.”
The Indians took last year’s season-

ending loss as a lesson. They entered on
a five-gamewinningstreakandscoredon
their first offensive play. Piedmont ral-
lied for a 42-20win and advanced to the
state final.
“I feel we could have had a chance to

beat them,” Little said. “We started off
strong, but I guess we started slowing
down.”
The Indians finished with their 11th

straight winning season— a streak that
includes three six-win and two seven-
win years.
“It’s good in the fact that they know

how to win,” Hannah said. “A winning
season is good, butwewant togodeep in
the playoffs.”
In otherwords:Not good enough.
“It’s not horrible, but we want to do

better,”Smallwoodsaid.“There’salways
room for improvement, and that’s what
we’re striving for.”

COLBERT HEIGHTS
From Page G37

COLBERT COUNTY
From Page G38

The 25-year-old, who was hired in
May, isn’t far removed from being a
quarterback himself at Colbert County
and the University of North Alabama.
Jeffreys has shown he retains cer-

tain quarterback skills to his players
without need of a word.
“We all learned that one, as soon as

he got here, like Day 1,” receiver Ethan
Kimbrough said. “That first day he
came out to practice, he was throw-
ing to the receivers and we thought,
‘Where did this guy come from?’”
A little Google search here and some

TimesDaily.com there, the Wildcats
found solid proof of what their hands
already told them.
“He has a heck of an arm,”Williams

said. “He throws to us, and it hurts
your hands when you catch it. It hurts
my fingertips.”
Even if he was a star for rival Col-

bert County, the Wildcats are happy
to have him.
“We’ll play around with him about

that,” Patrick said. “We’re glad he’s
here coaching us. We kind of helped
him come to the good side.”
With a 11 seniors and 12 returning

starters, the Wildcats hope to make
Jeffreys’ first season memorable.
Colbert Heights hopes to end a

streak of three straight losing seasons.
The Wildcats have exceeded six wins
just once in the last decade.
“We all want to be better than last

year. A lot better,”Williams said. “We
actuallywant tomake the playoffs this
year. It’s our senior year, andwewant
to make a point before we leave.”
Dakota Vaughn, who first became

the starting quarterback as a soph-
omore, is now a senior and has
improved. However, Jeffreys said
before official practices began that
he wasn’t sure if Vaughn or freshman
BrycenWilliams would start.
“I don’t know who it’s going to be,

but both of them have gotten a lot
better,” Jeffreys said. “I think the only
way to get the most out of both is to
make them compete.
“We’ll see, but I think that’s the

best way to handle this situation. Let
them compete and see who wins.”
Jeffreys did turn in a non-surprising

direction for some help on his coach-
ing staff.
Dale Jeffreys, his dad and a 160-

game winner in 20 seasons as a head
coach, is in charge of the offensive
line. He’s drawing positive reviews.
“We have a new coach and a new

energy,” Patrick said. “The players
havemore energy. Summer workouts
have been better. Everybody is ready
to show up and compete.”
To the surprise of some, Patrick

doesn’t count as a coach. Blame the
beard, which he hasn’t fully shaved in
three years.
“I just trim it. I can’t shave it. I’d

look like a baby,” Patrick said. “I
look like a man to some people. They
ask, ‘Who is that coach?’ I’m just a
player.”
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Big appetite
Cherokee yearning for
turnaround season
By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

Ben Floyd was an assistant coach
at Cherokee in 2017 when the team
advanced to the Class 1A playoff
quarterfinals.

He remembered very
vividly thinking that
season would be the first
of many deep postseason
runs for the Indians. It
was not.
Cherokee went 4-7

the following year that
included a first-round defeat. The next
two seasons produced identical 0-10
records and the following two years
yielded just two total wins.
The Indians lost games thatwere close

and games thatwere not. Players trans-
ferred awayor simply gaveup football to
concentrate onother things.A small core
group of players, however, remained.
That group enters the 2023 season as
juniors, and Floyd will begin his fourth
season as head coach.
With a fewmore players on the roster

than in the past, a littlemore experience
anda lotmore teamspeed,Floydbelieves
this could be a breakthrough year.
“This might be the most-talented

team we have had since 2017,” Floyd
said. “That teamwas loadedwith talent
before a lot of kids transferred out or
graduated, and we have been fighting a
numbers battle ever since.Our team this
yearwill have themost athleticismsince

that seasonand that iswhatwehavebeen
missing.”
Cherokee will return eight starters on

each side of the ball. The bulk of those
players will come from a junior class
that is hungry for the Indians to return

to their winningways.
“Our junior class is the biggest class,”

Floyd said. “They have all been playing
football sincetheywereseventh-graders.

CHEROKEE
INDIANS

Returning starters
QB-DB Jon Schleifer
WR-LB Nik Curry
OL-DL Daniel Darling
OL Corey Tice

LB Nathan Trent
LB Juan Cabrera
DB Javarian Davis

Region: 1A, Region 8
2022 record: 1-9 (1-6 1A,
Region 8)
Last 5 years: 6-45 (1 play-
off berth)

Brindlee Mtn. L, 26-20
at Waterloo L, 60-14
Addison L, 72-0
Phillips L, 50-14
at Shoals Chr. L, 59-6

Tharptown L, 48-22
Sheffield L, 54-6
Vina W, 34-8
at Meek L, 69-8
at Hackleburg L, 50-8

2022 results
Aug. 25 at Brindlee Mtn.
Sept. 1 Waterloo
Sept. 8 at Addison
Sept. 15 at Phillips
Sept. 22 Shoals Chr.
Sept. 29 at Tharptown

Oct. 6 at Sheffield
Oct. 12 at Vina
Oct. 20 open
Oct. 27 Meek
Nov. 2 Hackleburg

2023 schedule

Coach: Ben Floyd (fourth
season, 2-28)

SEE CHEROKEE, G53

Jon Schleifer, Tae Hicks, Daniel Darling and Nathan Trent hope to lead Cherokee to a turnaround season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Floyd
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Making adjustments
Wildcats, new coach
looking to build program
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

One group of players is liftingweights
while another lines up for equipment.
New Tharptown coach John Johnson

doles out items, carefully marking each
with eachplayer’s initials andpreparing
for a season that is almost here.

Johnson is anewarrival,
hired just last month
when the Wildcats pre-
vious coach took another
job, and is trying to get
everything organized for
the games and beyond.
“Everything is hectic,”

said Johnson, a42-year-oldwho is ahead
football coach for the first time.
“Football season is always hectic, but

it’s evenmore hectic coming in late,” he
said. “Butwhenyou’redreamingofbeing
a head coach, you always have a plan in
place, an emergency actionplan, I guess.
“I kind of had an idea of what needed

to be done.”
The players say they are excited about

what Johnson brings.
He has told them that Friday nights in

the fall are up to them. It’s his job to get
them ready for those Friday nights.
They’ve noticed differences in work-

outs and what’s expected of them.
They’venoticeddifferences in how they
practice. The list goes on.
“Every coach expects something dif-

ferent, like a different offense or scheme
orwhatever, andwehave to adjust to it,”
running back/defensive back Dawson
Higgins said. “One thing with him is he
holds usmore accountable.”
Johnson will be Tharptown’s third

head coach in three years. Jacob Ham-
ilton was last year’s coach— after being
hired in themiddle of last summer—and
is now the head coach at Phil Campbell.
Johnson, already set to be on Thar-

ptown’s staff this year, moved to head

coach.
“The transition was pretty tough

because everything is different,” quar-
terback/linebacker Hunter Reynolds
said. “But everybody is putting in the
work.”
TheWildcats are also trying to reach

out to the community to both build
enthusiasm and more than just team-
mates to hold them accountable.
Tharptown held a Football 101 for

moms this month and 40 signed up to
attend. There was a community event,
too— complete with Cornhole tourna-
ment— scheduled aswell.
“The more the better,” Higgins said.

“Ifwe seepeople buying intowhatwe’re
doing, we want to represent them the
best we can. It can only help.”
Enthusiasm outside of the team, the

players say, will spark more effort on
the field.
“It helps us know the community

wants to buy in to our program,” Reyn-
olds said. “Itmakesuswant towork that
much harder.
“Last year, we didn’t feel as many

people cared. This year, I feel like Iwant
to show everyonewhat we can do.”
Johnson,whowas the offensive coor-

dinator atDanville last year, saidhecould
see the enthusiasm from theWildcats in

his first twoweeks after being hired.
“The core group that’s been here has

been into it,” he said. “I know it’s coach
speak, but it’s a process. You have to
start at the bottom and work your way
up.”
Tharptown was scheduled to have 18

returning starters from last year’s 2-8
team, including Reynolds and Higgins.
TheWildcats,who first fielded a varsity
team in 2006, have just one winning
season in their history.
“People are showingup andputting in

the hardwork,”Higgins said. “Wewant
to put in 110% every practice and every
play.”

THARPTOWN
WILDCATS

Returning starters
OL Noah Capelton
OL-DL Dylan Dolley
QB-OLB Hunter Reynolds
RB-DB Dawson Higgins

TE-LB Jackson Clement
WR-DB Joah Wilcoxson
WR-DB Malachi Minor
DL Luis Dircio

Region: 2A, Region 8
2022 record: 2-8 (0-6
2A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 14-34
(no playoff berths)

Shoals Chr. W, 28-14
at Phillips L, 37-22
Tanner L, 63-0
at Hatton L, 52-0
at Lexington L, 53-18

at Cherokee W, 48-22
Red Bay L, 54-14
at Sheffield L, 63-14
at Falkville L, 55-14
Whitesburg Chr. L, 49-7

2022 results
Aug. 25 at Shoals Chr.
Sept. 1 Phillips
Sept. 8 at Tanner
Sept. 15 Hatton
Sept. 22 Lexington
Sept. 29 Cherokee

Oct. 6 at Red Bay
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 Sheffield
Oct. 27 Falkville
Nov. 3 at Whitesburg Chr.

2023 schedule

Coach: John Johnson (first year)

Hunter Reynolds and Dawson Higgins say Tharptown is working through the transition to new coach John Johnson. [STACY LONG/TIMESDAILY]

Johnson
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Warm front
Phillips sees experienced
line as key to success
By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

It didn’t take Phillips coach Adam
Lawler long to answer when askedwhat
he expects the strength of his 2023 team
to be.
“All five starting offensive linemen

are returning so that is going to be the
strength of our program,” he said.

A year ago, a balanced
attack helped Phillips
secure its first winning
recordsince2017.The6-4
recordalso includeda trip
the playoffs.
This season, the Bears

must replacea 1,000-yard
rusher, a 2,500-yardpasser anda 1,000-
yard receiver.
“Wewill be replacinga tonof skill posi-

tionsonoffense,”Lawler said. “With the
majorityofour strengthcomingback this
year being on the offensive line, wewill
probably relymore on the run game this
year.”
The samedilemma exists for the Bears

on defense. Phillips will return its entire
defensive line, plus a linebacker.
One way Lawler addressed the lack

of experience at skill positions was to
take the team to a 7-on-7 camp over the
summer.After admittedlyhavingnot the
highest of expectations, Lawler said he
was pleasantly surprised.
“Because of coaching changes and the

COVID year, our guys had never been to
a7-on-7campbefore,”Lawler said. “We
had to teach them how to play in those
tournaments. Some of the guys really
impressedme. Iwas justhopingwewould
go there andget better…whichwedid.”
Witha largeseniorclassgraduating this

spring, gettingmoreplayerson the roster
was a challenge that the current coaches
and players faced during the offseason.
“You try to talk to a lot of guys in the

offseason and try to get them to come
out,” said Hunter Lawrence, a senior
who starts on the offensive and defen-
sive lines.
Lawler added that last season’s

momentum helped that cause. “Having
a winning record last helped a lot with
this year’s numbers,”he said. “Wehada
lot of guys come outwho haven’t played
the last few seasons.”
Cayden Gallardo, another two-way

starter on the line, was one of thosewho
returned after a short break.

“I started playing as an eighth-grader
so it’s a different feeling to finally be a
senior,” the senior said. “I missed two
years aftergettinghurt, so it’s reallygood
to get back and play now.”
Lawler added that both of the senior

linemen have proven to be leaders both
on and off the field.
“Hunter and Cayden are both leaders

for us in different ways,” Lawler said.
“Hunter is more of a vocal leader while
Cayden tends to lead by example. In the
weight room, at practice or during the

games, those guys really get after it, and
that is why I feel like we have a chance
to have as good or maybe even a better
season as last year.”
Moreplayerson the rostermeansmore

depth. Lawler said many of the team’s
double-digit losses fromayear agowere
close games throughout the first half.
“Wewereable tohangwithsometeams

early last season, butwe justwore down
in the second half,” he said. “Hopefully,
with the work we have put in, that is
somethingwe have corrected.”

PHILLIPS
BEARS

Returning starters
WR-DB Brayden Ricketts
LB Hayden Dees
OL-DE Hunter Lawrence
OL-DL Brayden Jordan

OL-DL Aaron Grammer
OL Cayden Gallardo
OL Jake McGough

Region: 1A, Region 8
2022 record: 6-4 (4-3
1A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 19-33 (3
playoff berths)

Tharptown W, 37-22
at Shoals Chr. W, 41-6
at Cherokee W, 50-14
Meek L, 40-6
at Brilliant W, 53-0

Vina W, 46-0
Hackleburg L, 50-34
Waterloo W, 56-26
at Addison L, 45-12
at Valley Head L, 61-20

2022 results
Aug. 25 open
Sept. 1 at Tharptown
Sept. 8 Shoals Chr.
Sept. 15 Cherokee
Sept. 22 at Meek
Sept. 29 Brilliant

Oct. 6 at Vina
Oct. 13 at Hackleburg
Oct. 20 at Waterloo
Oct. 27 Addison
Nov. 3 open

2023 schedule

Coach: Adam Lawler
(fifth season, 15-26)

Cayden Gallardo, Brayden Ricketts and Hunter Lawrence hope Phillips can develop more depth this season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Lawler
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ForMustangs, D is key
High-powered Loretto
looks to shore up defense
By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

Loretto’s games last season often
resembled something straight out of
MaddenNFL video game series.

That is, defense often
took the night off. Con-
sider the Mustangs, who
finished 4-7 in 2022,
had games in which they
scored 42, 42, 40 and 31
points and lost each of
them.

So, a year after simplifying things on
offense that produced those eye-pop-
ping numbers and finished the season
averaging 33.3 points per game, fourth-
year coachBarryDanielwill try a similar
approach this season—keeping it simple
sohis defense can react insteadof having
to think about assignments.
Also, as much as Daniel likes to see

his offense score points, some extended
scoring drives would be nice so that his
defense can get some rest.
“Fundamentals ondefense is ourNo. 1

deal,” Daniel said. “We’ve got to tackle
better. It’s not a situationwherewewere
misalignedor didn’t understandwhat to
do, we were just poor tacklers last year.
Last preseasonwe saidwewere going to
be ridiculously simple onoffense.That’s

kind of the theme we are going to turn
into our defense — to be ridiculously
simplewith the scheme and get the fun-
damentals better.”
To help improve that aspect of the

defense, Daniel said the Mustangs will
be a little bit more physical in practice.
“Wepracticeda lot of tackling last year

but we were always in shells,” he said.

“We’ll be a little bit more in full gear.
We don’t want to beat guys up and take
them to the ground like in the 1970s, but
we have to get a little tougher and do a
little bit more old school things. I made
the decision we’re just going to pad up
and go after it.”
Daniel said tackling was an empha-

sis during spring practice. They also

watched a good bit of film.
“I put it on and told themnot toworry

about how we aligned or anything like
that, just count the missed tackles,”
Daniel said. “On one drive, the teamwe
were playing didn’t score but we had
11 missed tackles. I think that was an

LORETTO
MUSTANGS

Returning starters
QB Carter Daniel
WR-LB-P Jack Welch
WR Clint Seymore
DB-WR Jackson Traglia
OL-DL Eric Rosson
OL-DL Connor Pope
K Patton Simbeck

DB-WR Branton Snider
DB-WR Jaxson Roberson
WR-DB Corben Reynolds
LB-QB Mason Tidwell
OL-DL Colby Brown
LB-RB Andrew Riley
DL Blaze Thomason

Region: 2A, Region 5
2022 record: 4-7 (3-2 2A,
Region 5)
Last 5 years: 20-33 (3 playoff
berths)

Collinwood W, 49-25
at Lawrence Co. L, 48-42
Forrest W, 44-28
at Wayne Co. L, 33-23
at Mount Pleasant L, 32-21
Lewis Co. L, 28-17

Summertown W, 35-0
Moore Co. L, 62-42
at Cascade W, 23-13
at Richland L, 41-40
at Decatur Co. Riverside

L, 56-31

2022 results
Aug. 18 at Collinwood
Aug. 25 Lawrence Co.
Sept. 1 Harpeth
Sept. 8 at Summertown
Sept. 15 Lewis Co.
Sept. 22 at Hickman Co.

Sept. 29 East Hickman
Oct. 6 open
Oct. 13 Eagleville
Oct. 20 at Waverly Central
Oct. 27 at Mount Pleasant

2023 schedule

Coach: Barry Daniel (fourth season at
Loretto, 13-20; ninth year overall, 38-48)

SEE MUSTANGS, G53

Jackson Traglia, Jack Welch, Carter Daniel and Connor Pope agree Loretto needs to show improvement on defense. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Proper exit?
Before class
change, Hornets
want major success
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

The move is in the distance, a loom-
ing change that will be felt throughout
Hatton sports with a special emphasis
on football.

The Hornets, long set-
tled into Class 2A, are in
for a final chapter as a 2A
team.
By the end of the year,

nomatter howmanywins
and how much success
Hattonenjoys this season,

the Hornets can get ready for a jump.
How’s Class 3A sound? Maybe even

Class 4A?
“It’s a lot bigger school than it hasbeen

in the past,” linebacker Alex Brackin
said. “I hope they can compete, what-
ever class they’re in. They say it’s going
to be a big 3A or small 4A. It’s going to
be a big change either way.”
But it won’t affect Brackin. He’s a

senior, sohe’ll pickuphis diplomabefore
Hatton first plays in another class.
“I’ll be gone,” he said.
So theHornets are hoping to bid adieu

to Class 2A in style.
Ayear after themergerwithR.A.Hub-

bard that swelled Hatton’s enrollment
well past normal 2A numbers, the Hor-
nets get a last trip through 2A.
“End of an era,” defensive lineman/

tight endWestonBurney said. “Itmaybe
betterwhetherwe’re in 3Aor 4A. Itmay
be easier somegames than in 2Abecause
2A is pretty hard.”
The AHSAA is due to announce its

biennial reclassification this fall. Nor-
mally, thenewnumbers are released just
after Thanksgiving.
“It’s exciting,” coachDentonBowling

said. “It’s kindof an interestingdilemma
we’re in. We know what’s around the
corner, but we have to figure out what
we need to do to prepare this program
to be able to make the jump up while at
the same time being able to compete at
a high level in 2A.”
The Hornets navigated last year’s

merger well enough.
With so many R.A. Hubbard Chiefs

joining in,Hatton nowhas 90players in
its football program, a staggering total

for a 2A team. (A 3Aor4A team, aswell.)
“It took a little getting used to with

somany people coming in, but it wasn’t
bad,” quarterback/cornerback Parker
Huff said. “I don’t think itwas ever really
a problem. I think we merged pretty
good.
“I think everybody knows everybody

now, so that will be good.”
There were introductions to be made

last year. The players may have known
eachother a little before themerger—or

at least knew someone’s face—but they
became teammates.
And then they startedwinning.
“We grew 100%,” Huff said. “Every-

body startedworkingmore together and
things went smoother, on offense and
defense.”
The Hornets reached seven wins for

the first time since 2004. Now, they’re
thinking nine wins (2002), 10 (1993) or

HATTON
HORNETS

Returning starters
DL Weston Burney
DB Parker Huff
DB Alex Brackin
DL Tayden Montgomery
RB KD Porter
LB Garson Pierce
CB Cole Borden

DB Owen Brackin
OL Layton Wilson
DL Trace Hill
OL Kole McMillan
WR Kenyon Suggs
QB Tasean Love

Region: 2A, Region 8
2022 record: 7-3 (4-2
2A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 28-24 (3
playoff berths)

Wilson W, 30-19
at Columbia W, 54-14
Tharptown W, 52-0
at Falkville L, 21-6
East Lawrence W, 50-7

at Tanner W, 50-13
Sheffield W, 60-34
at Lexington L, 48-14
Red Bay W, 38-22
at Pisgah L, 40-20

2022 results
Aug. 25 at Wilson
Sept. 1 Columbia
Sept. 8 open
Sept. 15 at Tharptown
Sept. 22 Falkville
Sept. 29 at East Lawrence

Oct. 6 Tanner
Oct. 13 at Sheffield
Oct. 20 Lexington
Oct. 27 at Red Bay
Nov. 2 Geraldine

2023 schedule

Coach: Denton Bowling (eighth season,
34-38)

SEE HORNETS, G53

Alex Brackin, Weston Burney and Parker Huff say Hatton’s success last year built momentum for this season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Bowling
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Clawing & scratching
30 years later, Hudson still
going strong with Panthers
By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

Ashe enters his 30th year in coaching,
including starting his 15th as head coach
at Hackleburg, RodHudson said there’s
toomuchhewouldmiss togive itupnow.

“I tell my wife it’s just
being part of a team. I
wouldmiss that,”Hudson
said. “I wouldmiss being
in the dressing room and
in the field house and on
bus rides. I just like being
around. I like to see kids

when they succeed. I like to see the reac-
tions, the look on their faces and just to
try to be a positive influence in any way
I can to help any kid that goes through
our program.”
Hudson has been around so long that

he is nowcoaching the childrenof former
players. One of those is quarterback
Blaise Vickery, whose father played on
anundefeated regular-season teamwhen
Hudsonwas an assistant.
Vickery said his father hasn’t dished

any dirt on Hudson, but noted that,
“CoachHudsonwas a lot youngerwhen
he helped coachmy dad, so he probably
has changed a little bit.”
It’s no wonder that Hudson now is

coaching his players’ sons. Coaching
changescome infrequentlyatHackleburg

—Hudson is only the third head football
coach since 1978whenBill Smitharrived.
John Hardin followed Smith and stayed
for 19 seasons before turning things
over to Hudson. During that time, there
have been only 14 losing seasons. Under

Hudson, the Panthers have had only
three losing seasons.
Coming off a 6-5 season in which the

Panthers lost their first fourgames toPhil
Campbell, Red Bay, Meek and Addison,
Hudson is optimistic that a strong 6-1

finish in 2022 and a plethora of return-
ing starters that are nowupperclassmen
signal good times ahead.
Hackleburg snapped its four-game

losing streak last season with a 34-28
win over Hubbertville, a game Vickery
said turned the season around.
“That really helpedus findour game,”

he said. “The start of our schedulewas so
tough, so when we looked at the rest of
our scheduleweknewwecouldwinout.”
Vickery and wide receiver Jaquan

Reeder are just two in a long line of
standout skill players the Panthers
always seem to have. They will again be
the focal point of an offense that scored
44 points ormore in five games.
Whenhe’snotplayingNBA2K,Reeder

saidhehas beenpreparing for the season
by running routeswithVickery throwing
to him.
“You build a bondwhen you throw to

your guys,” Vickery said. “You know
what the other person’s going to do and
whenyouget in a certain situation in the
middle of the game, youdon’t have to say
anything, you just kind of knowwhat he
is going to do.”
“We improvise a lot on routes,”Reeder

said.
Withagoodnucleusof returning start-

ers, including excellent skill position
players, and depth along the offensive
and defensive lines, Hackleburg has the
potential to have amemorable season.
“Ihope so,”Reeder said. “We’rework-

ing for it.”

HACKLEBURG
PANTHERS

Returning starters
WR Cam Ingram, WR-DB
Jaquan Reeder, QB
Blaise Vickery, RB Davin
Dulaney, DB Gavin Heggy
LB: Ross Hudson, Carson
Swinney, Noah Tubb,
Garrett Pennington

OL: Garrett Pennington,
Daniel Stidham, Gavin
Pennington, Blaine
Mcduffa
DL: Trent Hanner, Tristin
Riley, Jacob Russell,
Dominyek Patterson

Region: 1A, Region 8
2022 record: 6-5 (5-2
1A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 24-31 (4
playoff berths)

Phil Campbell L, 36-8
Meek L, 34-14
at Addison L, 26-14
at Red Bay L, 58-24
at Hubbertville W, 34-28
Waterloo W, 46-16

at Phillips W, 50-34
at Shoals Chr. W, 50-20
at Vina W, 44-6
Cherokee W, 50-8
at Coosa Chr. L, 51-8

2022 results
Aug. 25 at Phil Campbell
Sept. 1 at Meek
Sept. 8 open
Sept. 15 Addison
Sept. 22 Hubbertville
Sept. 29 Red Bay

Oct. 6 at Waterloo
Oct. 13 Phillips
Oct. 20 Shoals Chr.
Oct. 27 Vina
Nov. 2 at Cherokee

2023 schedule

Coach: Rod Hudson (15th season, 109-54)

Blaise Vickery, Jaquan Reeder and the Hackleburg Panthers expect big things in 2023. [DAN BUSEY/

TIMESDAILY]
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Familiar-ish face
Bobcats look to keep
winning with new coach
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Jackson Clark opted to go past 10.
Quite a bit, actually.

“Probably 40,” the
Phil Campbell center
said of his excitement
for the upcoming season.
“I’ll say 50, instead.
That’s my number and
the best number on the
field.”

Number jokes — or perhaps he was
being serious — aside, the Bobcats
appear to have some budding confi-
dence heading into the new season.
Phil Campbell is coming off consecu-

tive seven-win seasons, making it the
program’s two-year run since 2000-01
when it went 11-2 and 9-2, respec-
tively. The Bobcats are also seeking
their fourth straight winning season,
something that hasn’t happened in at
least 50 years.
“I think we have a lot to look forward

to,” running back and defensive back
Isac Hill said. “I think we’re going to
have fun this season, for sure.”
But Phil Campbell will have to do so

with a little bit of a twist after head
coach Kevin Barnwell opted to take an

assistant position at Haleyville at the
beginning of July. Barnwell coached the
Bobcats for five seasons and finished

with a 26-27 record.
Instead, that responsibility will now

go to Jacob Hamilton, a former Phil

Campbell player and assistant, who
spent last season leading Tharptown.
It was his first head coaching job. The
Wildcats went 2-8.
“We’re excited to hit the ground

running,” said Hamilton, who after
initially being brought on to be Barn-
well’s assistant was officially hired to
be his successor July 18. “... But the
kids already knowme. The kids who are
juniors and seniors already know me.
Theywere in eighth and ninth grade the
last time I was there.
“They already know the kind of stan-

dards I set, the kind of workouts I do,
how we run things.”
Still, there will likely be a little bit of

an adjustment for everyone.
Hamilton has certainly been kept

busy the last couple of offseasons
between getting hired at Tharptown
to getting married to now taking the
job at Phil Campbell.
“Luckily, there’s no life-changing

events other than the job this time
around,” Hamilton said. “We’re a little
bit crushed for time on everything, but
we’re ready to get started. Mywife has
been very supportive and happy for me
that I got this job.”
How it all shakes out once the season

kicks off remains to be seen. But those
on the roster don’t see a reason this
group should suffer any kind of falloff.

PHIL
CAMPBELL
BOBCATS

Returning starters
RB-S Noah Raper
C Jackson Clark
RG Johan Vasquez

RB-DE Gage Baker
FB Braxton Mayfield
LB Mason Weeks

Region: 3A, Region 8
2022 record: 7-4 (3-3 3A,
Region 8)
Last 5 years: 26-27 (3
playoff berths)

at Hackleburg W, 36-8
at Lamar Co. W, 30-24
Elkmont W, 58-20
at Colbert Co. L, 25-22
Carbon Hill W, 28-0
Lauderdale Co. L, 36-12

at Mars Hill Bible L, 56-0
Colbert Heights W, 36-0
at Clements W, 44-32
at Red Bay(2OT) W, 30-24
at Madison Aca. L, 49-28

2022 results
Aug. 25 Hackleburg
Sept. 1 at Lamar Co.
Sept. 8 at Elkmont
Sept. 15 Colbert Co.
Sept. 22 open
Sept. 29 at Carbon Hill

Oct. 6 at Lauderdale Co.
Oct. 13 Mars Hill Bible
Oct. 20 at Colbert Heights
Oct. 27 Clements
Nov. 3 Red Bay

2023 schedule

Coach: Jacob Hamilton
(first season at Phil

Campbell; second year overall, 2-8)

SEE BOBCATS, G53

Isac Hill and Jackson Clark look to help Phil Campbell to a fourth straight winning season. [DAN
BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Ring the bell
Wildcats looking forward
to new class, region
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

It sits on display 20 miles away, its
absence from Lawrence County has
become noteworthy.
The cowbell, the winner’s trophy,

remains at Giles County.
Itarrived in2018andhas

yet to find its way back to
Lawrenceburg. The cow-
bell stuck in a kind of
limbo.
Perhaps itwill thisyear.
Aftera four-yearhiatus,

Lawrence County and
Giles County get the chance to rekindle
their once-annual rivalry, one that dates
to the 1940s.To thevictorgoes thespoils
of the result etched on the bell and the
bragging rights that go alongwith it.
“Wewenttothosegameswhenwewere

kids,”offensive linemanJacobBirdyshaw
said.“Butwe’venevergot toplay inone.”
It’s one of the notable differences

awaiting the Wildcats this season. A
return to somemore familiar opponents
and local rivalries.
“It’s a big deal,” receiver and corner-

back Jakabri Stevenson said. “It’s a big
deal for Lawrenceburg.”
Itwon’t be the only difference.
Lawrence County also finds itself in a

newregionafterbeingbumpeduptoClass
5A, something theWildcats are hoping
lends itself to some better results and
somemomentum.
Lawrence County went 6-4 in 2022,

including 4-4 in region play. It was the
program’s firstwinningrecordsince2014
when it finished 8-3.
But the Wildcats often found them-

selves in lopsidedgames—both for good
and bad. Only two were determined by
single digits— a 48-42win over Loretto
inWeek2anda14-10winoverTullahoma
inWeek9.The restwereeachdecidedby

at least three touchdowns.
In the end, Lawrence County missed

theplayoffs, adrought thathaspersisted
since 2015.
“I think it’s amore competitive region

than what we’ve been in,” coach David
Marston said. “The last two years, our
region has produced a state champion
and a state runner-up.”
The change of scenery could do the

Wildcatssomegood. Itdoesn’thurteither
that Lawrence County is returning 19 of
22 starters, something that has the team
confidentandeager to seewhat it cando.

“We’re going to go out there and play
our hearts out, and give it everything
we’ve got,” Stevenson said. “I feel like
people expect us to do a little bit this
season,with the talentwe’ve got and the
seniorswe’ve got.
“Honestly, as a group, I feel likewe’re

all pretty confident and we all have the
samemindset.Wewant towinandthat’s
goingtoplayabigrole,usbeingconnected
and being on the samepage.”
No arguments there.
“I’m confident in all the guys,” Bird-

yshaw said. “I’m confident that we’re

going to do what we’re supposed to do.
We’re focusingon thepositivesandwhat
we can do.”
So, what exactly can this group

accomplish?
“Wedon’twant to justmake the play-

offs,”Marston said. “Wewant to host a
playoffgame, so that’sourexpectations.”
Getting a trophy along thewaywould

be nice, too.

DavidGlovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.comor onTwitter@
DavidGlovach

LAWRENCE
COUNTY
WILDCATS

Returning starters
QB Andrew Daniel
WB Isaiah Bentley
WB Ian Clayton
FB-ILB Letavion Everly
SE-DB Jakabri Stevenson
OT Evan Coultas
OG Max Taylor

OL Jacob Birdyshaw
TE-OLB Drayke Osborn
DE Cade Brown
DT Tayden Russell
DB Skyler Mumie
DB Kaleb Smith-Wiley

Region: 5A, Region 5
2022 record: 6-4 (4-4 4A,
Region 5)
Last 5 years: 21-28 (no play-
off berths)

at Summertown W, 50-7
Loretto W, 48-42
at Mont. Central W, 35-0
at Greenbrier L, 22-0
Pearl-Cohn L, 55-7

Glencliff W, 44-0
Marshall Co. L, 32-0
at Tullahoma W, 14-10
at Hillwood W, 49-14
Creek Wood L, 36-0

2022 results
Aug. 18 Summertown
Aug. 25 at Loretto
Sept. 1 at Lincoln Co.
Sept. 8 Giles Co.
Sept. 15 Columbia
Sept. 22 at Spring Hill

Sept. 29 at Tullahoma
Oct. 6 open
Oct. 13 Shelbyville
Oct. 20 Franklin Co.
Oct. 27 at Cheatham Co.

2023 schedule

Coach: David Marston (21st
season, 92-117)

Jakabri Stevenson and Jacob Birdyshaw are hoping to help Lawrence County end its playoff drought. [DAVID GLOVACH/TIMESDAILY]
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Thinking big
Willis wants to continue
Wayne County’s tradition
By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

Wayne County will start the season
with a head coach not named Rick Rice
or Cary Crews for the first time in 30
years.

The Wildcats, how-
ever, didn’t have to
look far to find someone
familiar with the pro-
gram. After coaching
the junior high team for
11 years and serving as a
varsity assistant the last

three seasons, Derek Willis takes over
a teams he has literally watched grow
before his eyes.
“This group of seniors that I have

now, they were the last group I had in
junior high,” Willis said. “It’s a neat
experience, having them from when
they were little and watch them come
up through the varsity ranks. I watched
themgrow andmature and develop into
men.”
Willis, who will call plays when the

season begins, inherits a team that
returns six starters on offense and seven
on defense after posting a 5-6 record
that included a trip to the state playoffs.
“I’m excited to continue the winning

tradition,” he said. “There have been a
lot of great coaches beforeme that have
built a great program. I justwant to keep
that tradition going.”
A big portion of theWildcats’ return-

ing players can be found in the trenches.
With three starters back on the offensive
line and the entire defensive line back,
WayneCountywill be looking to control
the line of scrimmage on both sides.
One of those returnees is senior Aaron

Martin, who plays defensive tackle and
offensive guard.
“It’s been an easy transition with

coachWillis,”Martin said. “We already

have the sense of familiarity with him.
We have been strong up front and can
do a good job against the run. We also
want to be able to put pressure on other
teams when they try to throw on us.”
Willis said Martin is a returning

defensive starter who will also step in
to fill one of the vacant spots on the
offensive line.
“Iwish every kidwe have had amotor

like him,”Willis said. “He never stops.
That’s what you want in a lineman.”
WhileWayne County will be more of

a run-first team, theWildcats do have
a quarterbackwho can get the job done.

Drew Bevis is expected to start under
center.
“Drew can throw it good enough to

keep teams honest but we do not want
to throw it 50 times a game,”Willis said.
“He has always had a good work ethic
and the team has always looked to him
to be a leader.”
Two of the players expected to get

many of the rushing attempts this year
are seniors Jakob Nienast and Ryder
Butler. Both have taken over roles as
leaders both on and off the field.
“Ryder Butler is one of the guys who

comes running out of the locker roomon

to the practice field,”Willis said. “He’s
always one of the first one’s out there
and last one to leave. You also couldn’t
ask for a kid with a better attitude than
Jake. He is always going to put in the
work. Both of those guys have really
stepped up for us.”
Nienast agreed that Willis was the

best choice for the head coaching job.
“Nothing has really changed,” he said.

“We have played for coach (Willis) for
a long time. I would like to restore the
winningways that the school has had in
the past. I want everyone to know that
theWildcats are back.”

WAYNE
COUNTY
WILDCATS

Returning starters
OL-DL Aaron Martin
RB-LB Drew Bevis
TE-DL Talan Keeton
OL-DL Jaxon Pope
RB-LB Ryder Butler
WR-DB Sayler Skelton
OL-DL Baker Bryant

OL-DL Ben Thompson
RB-LB Jakob Nienast
RB-LB Cayson Castleman
TE-LB David Grant Dixon
DL Brayden Littleton
TE-LB Dane Bryant

Region: 1A, Region 5
2022 record: 5-6 (2-4
1A, Region 5)
Last 5 years: 20-33 (3
playoff berths)

Hickman Co. W, 30-13
Summertown W, 14-7
Fayetteville L, 56-12
Loretto W, 33-23
at Huntland W, 40-14
Moore Co. L, 34-25

at Eagleville L, 14-12
at Cornersville W, 28-12
at M. Tenn. Chr. L, 30-12
Collinwood L, 35-8
at McKenzie L, 63-0

2022 results
Aug. 18 Mount Pleasant
Aug. 25 at Summertown
Sept. 1 at Richland
Sept. 8 Moore Co.
Sept. 15 at McEwen
Sept. 22 Eagleville

Sept. 29 at Huntland
Oct. 6 at Cornersville
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 Collinwood
Oct. 27 Liberty Creek

2023 schedule

Coach: Derek Willis (first year)

Ryder Butler, Aaron Martin and Jakob Nienast say it was an easy transition to new coach Derek Willis. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Less stress

Continuity for Trojans
building confidence
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

A look of mild shock started to creep
across Robby Faulds’ face.

The ringtone emanat-
ing from his pocket had
caught him a little off
guard.
“Who has a ringtone

on?” said Collinwood
quarterback Fletcher
Thompson,Faulds’ team-

mate. “That’s crazy.”
The scene drew a few more snickers

from some other teammates, while
someone else wondered out loud if the
caller had been Boyce Dixon.
“It was coach Dixon,” Faulds said,

looking at his phone and finallymanag-
ing to silence the phone. “You gotta be
kiddingme.”
Dixon, it turns out, was off to the side

chuckling to himself.
It was an entertaining scene, but also

one that showcased amore-relaxedTro-
jans groupwilling to gowith the flow of
things. Things around the program are
a little bit calmer and a little lighter.
There’s finally some continuity Collin-
wood— and the players— can rely on.
For the first time in their high school

careers, the upperclassmen didn’t have

COLLINWOOD
TROJANS

Returning starters
QB-LB Fletcher Thompson
RB-LB Blake Whitten
FB-DE Tyler Jackson
OL-DL Robby Faulds
OL-DL Drey Howe

OL-DL Timmie Chapman
WR-DB Alex Daniel
WR-DB Nick Sanderson
TE Thayer Brewer

Region: 1A, Region 5
2022 record: 2-8 (1-5 1A,
Region 5)
Last 5 years: 22-30 (3 play-
off berths)

at Loretto L, 49-25
at Grace Chr. L, 21-14
Summertown L, 3-0
Cornersville L, 20-14
Fayetteville L, 59-7

at Huntland W, 22-20
Richland W, 33-28
Moore Co. L, 42-0
at Eagleville L, 35-6
at Wayne Co. L, 35-8

2022 results
Aug. 18 Loretto
Aug. 25 open
Sept. 1 at Cornersville
Sept. 8 Eagleville
Sept. 15 at Hollow

Rock-Bruceton

Sept. 22 Clarksville Aca.
Sept. 29 at Richland
Oct. 6 Moore Co.
Oct. 13 at Potts Camp (Miss.)
Oct. 20 at Wayne Co.
Oct. 26 Huntland

2023 schedule

Coach: Boyce Dixon (second season of cur-
rent stint, 2-8; seventh overall, 37-28)

Collinwood’s Fletcher Thompson, Tyler Jackson, Blake Whitten, Thayer Brewer and Robby Faulds hope the Trojans can be more consistent. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Dixon

SEE TROJANS, G53
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Stepping out
After big jump, Red Bay
looks to continue surge
By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

Red Bay head coach Heath Childers
can list a lot of positives heading into
the season that he did not have the pre-
vious year.

One thing, however,
that he will not have will
be the element of sur-
prise. A winning record,
complete with a trip to
the playoffs in 2022 may
have surprised a lot of
people last season.

The Tigers were coming off a 2-8
season, their lowest win total since
1996. A season-opening win over
Hamilton jumpstarted a 6-4 campaign
that included a first-round matchup
against eventual Class 2A state cham-
pion Fyffe.
“Outside of the locker room and

coaches’ offices, there was not a lot of
expectations last year,” said Childers,
who enters his third season at Red Bay.
“A lot of people were expecting us to
win two or three games. We won six
and very easily could have won eight.”
Childers’ third season will feature

nine returning starters on each side of
the ball. Don’t expect, however, Red
Bay to come out and do the exact same
things on the field as last year.
“Schemes are constantly evolving,”

Childers said. “You have to change
with your personnel. If you do some-
thing well all season long, other teams
are going to figure out ways to stop you
during the offseason so you have to be
able change things up and stay ahead
of the curve.”
A return to winning ways has

resulted inmore excitement surround-
ing the program. More kids have tried
out for football, which is always good.
Childers, however, said the experience

of the returning players will play a
larger factor this year.
“You don’t have to have 80 kids if

you have the 20 right kids,” he said.
“Our numbers have increased this year,
but we still have a lot of work to do.We
can be a real good football team but we
are not there yet.”
Cody Carnes agrees. The senior slot-

back/cornerback has watched the team
take giant steps from his sophomore
season.
“When coach Childers first got here,

we really didn’t knowwhat to expect,”
Carnes said. “That first year we went
2-8 but that really wasn’t a reflection
of how hard weworked.We busted out
tails every day and it was just a learning
curve that started to pay off a little the
next season. This year we are hoping to
take it a step further.”
Another key returner for the Tigers

is Kyler Watson. The senior is over-
coming an injury he suffered in Week
7 last year. He finished the season and
had surgery. He didn’t compete in

the spring and has been limited this
summer.
“Kyler has stepped into a leadership

role for us,” Childers said. “He was an
all-area selection for us as an offensive
lineman, but he is actually a tight end.
He is dominant at the point of attack in
blocking and does a great job at inside
linebacker for us on defense.”
Watson saidmotivation has not been

a problem for the Tigers.

RED BAY
TIGERS

Returning starters
QB Gage Edgmon
C-LB Jack West
RB-LB Will West
RT Rhett Lockhart
TE-LB Kyler Watson
LG Kaiden Blansett
LT Reed Hamilton
WB-S Brady Bolton

WR-DB Cody Carnes
FB Keeton Lanphear
WR-CB Holden Inmon
DL Andrew Massey
DE Wes Mauldin
DE Jaden Smith
LB Eli Ferris
S Aiden Pruitt

Region: 2A, Region 8
2022 record: 6-5 (3-3
2A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 38-18 (4
playoff berths)

Hamilton W, 22-20
Lexington L, 40-14
at Sheffield W, 50-39
Hackleburg W, 58-24
at Belmont (Miss.)W, 16-0
at Tharptown W, 54-14

at Falkville L, 28-6
Tanner W, 54-14
at Hatton L, 38-22
Phil Campbell (2OT) L, 30-24
at Fyffe L, 55-8

2022 results
Aug. 25 at Hamilton
Sept. 1 open
Sept. 8 at Lexington
Sept. 15 Sheffield
Sept. 22 Belmont (Miss.)
Sept. 29 at Hackleburg

Oct. 6 Tharptown
Oct. 13 Falkville
Oct. 20 at Tanner
Oct. 27 Hatton
Nov. 3 at Phil Campbell

2023 schedule

Coach: Heath Childers (third season at Red
Bay, 8-12; 10th year overall, 34-56)

Jack West, Kyler Watson and Cody Carnes are looking for Red Bay to improve again this season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

SEE RED BAY, G51
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“We were not happy with the 2-8
record from the previous year, so we
really put in the work over the off-
season,” he said. “We were proud of
the 6-4 record but there was room to
improve. We worked even harder this
summer, so I feel pretty good about the
season.”
On defense, Watson plays middle

linebacker. In the secondary, Carnes
will be joined by all-area pick Holden
Inmon, who intercepted six passes last
year.
“Holden has had 14 interceptions

over the past two years,” Childers said.
“He has good ball skills and has a knack
for being in the right place at the right
time.”
JackWest, another senior who plays

center and outside linebacker, said
it’s good to have more players on the
roster, but that will not be a substitute
for work.
“It’s exciting to be a senior this year

with higher expectations,” West said.
“As leaders, we try to set examples in
practice, coming out in good spirits
ready to get things done. It helps set
the tone. You don’t just show up and
play, you have to come to work hard.
Numbers don’t mean anything if you
don’t have a team that is willing to
work for it.”
Carnes added, “The coaches lean

on us as seniors a little more now to
set the right examples. The more we

do stuff like that, the less they have
to do. I think we have built that trust
with them.”
Childers said he is proud of the

approach this team is taking.
“Itwas good for us to get to see a team

like Fyffe up close,” he said. “They are
the standard and we can see where we
need to be. We talk a lot about being a
good teammate. If you can’t be a good
teammate then you are of no use to the
team.”

RED BAY
From Page G50

Red Bay’s Holden Inmon finished with six interceptions last year. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Quarterback Gage Edgmon is one of Red Bay’s
many returning starters this year. [KEVIN
TAYLOR/TIMESDAILY]
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With new coach, Vina seeks turnaround year
By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

Despite low numbers and amidsum-
mer coaching change, excitement and
hope are two prevailing factors sur-
rounding the Vina football program.

Following consecu-
tive winless campaigns
in 2021 and 2022, the
RedDevils got a late start
to the summer workout
program after Cody Ren-
frow was named head
coach in mid-July.

Renfrow, who has also served as head
baseball coach at the school since the
2021-22 season, also played multiple
sports at Vina and is very aware of the

challenges the small Franklin County
school faces.
“As one of the smaller teams in

the state, numbers can be very chal-
lenging,” he said. “We will be low in
numbers, but I believe we have a good
group of young men that truly enjoy
the game. We are taking pride in the
process of doing what it takes to be
successful. As a team, we are embrac-
ing the challenge of turning our football
program around.”
Renfrow said he expects between

16-22 kids on the roster when the
season starts. That’s after the current
players do a little recruiting at the
school once classes begin. “We expect
more kids to come out once school
starts,” he said. “Some are still on the

fence.”
A few things the Red Devils do not

have to worry about are leadership and
experience. Vina only lost two seniors
from last season and will take the field
this year with several players who have
played varsity since theywere in eighth
grade.
“We should return the majority of

our starters on both sides of the ball,”
Renfrow said. “We are breaking in a
new quarterback in Christian Purser.
He is a rising junior. Although he is
inexperienced at the position, he has
all the intangibles a coach looks for in
a quarterback.”
Purser, who has also played at Vina

his whole life, said he is just looking for
positive attitudes.

“I’d like to be able to win some games
and get hope back to this program,”
said Purser, who will also see action
at linebacker and in the secondary on
defense. “It’s never fun when there is
a lot of negativity going into a season.
People should want to play football
and want to come out and watch us
play.”
Since Renfrow was hired just a few

weeks ago, Vina had a late jump on pre-
season practice. The coach said being
familiar with the program has been an
advantage.
“I was already on staff for a total of

six years,” he said. “The relationships I
have built havemade it a smooth tran-
sition. We have been improving each
day.”

VINA
RED DEVILS

Returning starters
RB-LB Trevor Baker
QB-DB Christian Purser
WR-S Cai Lawler
OL-DL Lane Easterling
OL-LB Bryson Finch
OL-DE Alex Hargett

WR-CB Manny Alatriste
WR-CBMatthewPatterson
OL-DL Trey Ashley
C-DL Andrew Shotts
OL-DL Zach Sparks

Region: 1A, Region 8
2022 record: 0-9 (0-7
1A, Region 8)
Last 5 years: 4-46 (1
playoff berth)

at Addison L, 69-0
Shoals Chr. L, 44-16
at Woodville L, 58-26
Curry L, 66-22
at Phillips L, 46-0

at Cherokee L, 34-8
Meek L, 54-0
Hackleburg L, 44-6
Waterloo L, 46-8

2022 results
Aug. 25 open
Sept. 1 Addison
Sept. 8 open
Sept. 15 at Shoals Chr.
Sept. 22 Woodville
Sept. 29 at Curry

Oct. 6 Phillips
Oct. 12 Cherokee
Oct. 20 at Meek
Oct. 27 at Hackleburg
Nov. 3 at Waterloo

2023 schedule

Coach: Cody Renfrow (first year)

FLAME
From Page G33

Renfrow

didn’t know when we were their age,”
he said. “Things like running the right
routes, ways to help memorize plays
and how to be productive in the weight
room.”
Senior leadership, as well as talent,

is something head coach Brett Vick
noticed when he took over the program
in July.
“I was very surprised with the talent

level, especially the seniors on the
roster,” said Vick, who spent the last
nine years at Mars Hill. “Overall, we
have eight or nine guys who have really
stepped into a leadership role. They

have all done a really
good job of buying in to
what we are trying to do.
We have been challeng-
ing them pretty hard and
they have responded.
They want to come to
work.”

Vick said he has seen first-handwhat
it takes to win at the Class 1A level, and
he believes Shoals Christian has the
roster to take the next step.
“We are going to stick with the

blueprint that I know, and that is the
Wing-T,” he said. “I learned early
on that the Wing-T is a prolific and
balanced offense. I feel great about
running it with the players we have on
this team. We a lot of versatile guys

who can do different things for us on
the football field.”
Defensively, Vick also believes

the Flame has enough athletes to get
stops.
“What I like to do fits our person-

nel very well,” Vick said. “I’m excited
to see what it looks like on Friday
nights.”
Senior Sam Storie also letters on

the Shoals Christian boys basketball
team. He has already witnessed one
turnaround season and is ready for
another.
“We were recently pretty bad in

basketball and were able to turn that
around and have a great season,” the
wide receiver and defensive back said.
“That gave us a lot of hope for us to be

able to do the same in football. A few
years ago we didn’t win a game, then
last year we were in the Elite 8.”
Seniors Tyler Soria and Samuel Camp

are recent additions to the program.
Last year was the first season for Soria,
who transferred from Brooks. Camp
starting playing football in the 10th
grade.
“To be around my friends more is

really nice,” Soria said. “It’s a bigger
group of seniors and a bigger group
of friends so it’s a lot easier to stay
focused and keep themorale up and talk
about what we knowwe are capable of
doing.We all want to take the next step
and be able to beat some of the teamwe
haven’t been able to compete with in
several years.”

Vick

TECNAVIA
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COUGARS
From Page G28

HORNETS
From Page G44

BOBCATS
From Page G46

TROJANS
From Page G49

MUSTANGS
From Page G43

CHEROKEE
From Page G40

was a popular way to describe it — and
practices throughout the spring and
summer.
There’s onlyone simple rule that has to

be followed.Or at least something that’s
best be avoided.
“He hateswhen someone taps the top

of their helmet,” Gallagher said.
Andyet, this current groupofCougars

appears to be fairly confident with the
season opener against Brilliant quickly
approaching.
Any particular reason?
“Wedidn’t lose toomanypeople and a

lot of us have already played together,”
Kavich said.

There’s alsobeena littlebit of a reshuf-
fling, so to speak,with theoffensive line.
Some players moved to other spots and
others havemoved in.
“Last year, our line struggled,” Gal-

lagher said. “We averaged like 160
(pounds). Our line is going to be bigger
and better this year. They’re stronger.”
Thehope isWaterloo is stronger across

theboard.TheCougarswill soon findout
if that’s the case.
Awinning recordandaplayoff appear-

ance— those are the goals they’d like to
reach.
“That’s definitelywhatwe’re expect-

ing,” Benson said.

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

Most of those years have beenonvarsity
so they have taken some licks. They are
ready to get out there and show what
they can do.”
One of those juniors isDaniel Darling.

The lineman who starts on offense and
defense said the entire team has been
working on recruiting new guys within
the school aswell as developing chemis-
trywith theplayers alreadyon the roster.
“I started playing varsity when I was

in eighth grade,” Darling said. “We’ve
really beenworkingongetting faster.We
have also been trying to getmore guys to
come out and play. Our numbers are up
this year and that helps us with depth.”
JonSchleifer agreed.The fellow junior

who plays quarterback and cornerback
said recruiting classmates is just part of
being a leader. “It’s always a challenge
to get more guys to come out,” he said.
“I would talk to guys every day in class

trying to increase our numbers.”
Another junior said the team is starting

to set higher goals.
“If feels like a bigger responsibility

to be a leader,” said Nathan Trent, who
plays running back and middle line-
backer. “A winning record and a trip
to the playoffs is our goal. We need to
continue to work hard, get stronger
and get our football IQ up. We need to
develop good chemistry in the team and
get everyone on the same page.”
The Indians will have six seniors and

10 juniors on the roster. That group is a
mixture of veterans, newcomers to the
area and somewho have been at Chero-
kee a long teambut are just now coming
out for football.
Tae Hicks, a junior who transferred

from Enterprise, said he is impressed
with the team’s family atmosphere.
“I justmovedhere and it’s been a good

experience,” the cornerback and wide
receiver said. “As soon as I got here, I
felt welcomed by everyone. I can’t wait
for the season to start.”

eye-openingmoment for them.”
Senior JackWelch, the team’s leading

tackler from a year ago who is coming
back fromabroken femur inNovember,
said itwasdisheartening that thedefense
couldn’t get off the field at times.
“We’dhold themand then theywould

endupgetting a first downandweended
up playing so many snaps,” he said.
“We’d score in three or four plays and
thenwe’dhave to be right back out there

on defense.We have to improve.”
As good as theMustangs were offen-

sively in 2022 — they scored more than
40 points five times — quarterback
CarterDaniel said theycanbeevenbetter
in 2023.
“We thought wewere really good last

season but then we would self-scout
andwewould see thatwehad a hole and
we wouldn’t hit it or I would drop back
and there would be something there
and I would try to make something else
happen,” he said. “Wecanbemore effi-
cient and thatwouldmake us evenmore
explosive on offense.”

hopefully evenmore (never).
“Even though we lost some players,

I think this group is hungry,” Bowling
said. “We’ve established that making
the playoffs is no longer a dream. It
should be an expectation. Now, what
canwe do to get to that next level?”
They’ll try to do it this year with a

newquarterback after four-year starter
Briley Kerby graduated.
Whowill replacehim?Bowling said in

the summer that hewasunsure, though
Huff and sophomore Tasean Love are
the prime candidates.
“They haven’t come out and said it

yet, but it’s been hinted to me,” Huff
said.
Love, however,will be amajor factor

in Hatton’s offense, nomatter where.

“If he’s not the quarterback, he’ll
be slot/back/DB/move him around,”
Bowlingsaid.“Ifhe’s theguy,he’sgoing
tohave tobe theguy.We’ll seehowthat
goes early on and finagle it from there.”
Ondefense,Hatton lostboth its inside

linebackers, so Brackin is expected to
move there fromoutside.Hatton’s lush
depth, however, will benefit Brackin.
Hewon’t beused asmuchonoffense.
“It will feel pretty good,” Brackin

said. “I didn’t play much offense last
year, anyway, but they want me to
focus on defense this year. It will take
a little bit of a load off me.”
TheHornetswanthimdelivering that

load to opposing runners.
“He’s started for three years for us

defensively and filled in offensively
because we didn’t have a choice,”
Bowling said. “Now, with depth, we
can have him focus in and really be the
alpha on that side of the ball.”

“I’m confident. By the time we get
into the season, we’ll figure it out and
it’ll go smoothly for us.”Hill said. “We
just really need our team to be a unit.
We need to be cohesive.”
Sounds like that could be a winning

formula. Itmight even lead to a playoff
win or two.
And that for Phil Campbell would

certainly be nice.
“Ifwe canget over that hump,”Clark

said, “who knowswhat can happen.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

to spend the summer figuringout anew
head coachor learning anewplaybook.
Not with Dixon coming back for his
second season. By the time the 2022
slate began, he had been the Trojans’
third different coach in three years.
“It’s just nice knowing what you’re

doing,” tight endThayerBrewer said of
the benefits to having the same coach
for a change. “Knowing theplaysmeans
a lot. It’s stressful having to change
everything every year.”
Not surprisingly, it tended to showup

on the scoreboard.
Collinwoodopened last seasonwith a

five-game losing streak andproceeded
to end on a three-game slide. Three of
those early losseswere by sevenpoints
or less, including a 3-0defeat courtesy
of Summertown. A possible difference
betweena losingandnon-losing record.
“A year can make a big difference,”

Dixon said. “I’m excited to see the
improvements that we’vemade of just

doingwhat you’re supposed to do.You
want to see more positives than nega-
tiveswhenyouwatch film iswhat I’ma
believer in. I’mnot accustomed togoing
2-8, sowewant to change that. The last
time I was here, wewent 13-1.
“I’ve always been a firm believer

that if you knowwhat you’re doing or
where you’re going, youcanget there in
a hurry. If you’re confused, you’re just
going tobedancingout there, not doing
anything. That’s what we’re trying to
do is to make things as familiar and
easy aspossible. Thequickestway from
Point A to Point B is a straight line.””
The question remains if Collinwood

will be breaking out somemore dance
moves this season or if it will get to
where it wants to go quickly?
Count the Trojans in for the second

choice.
“We’re feeling pretty confident,”

running back BlakeWhitten said. “We
feel like we’re closing the gap.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach
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Brooks Lions
Aug. 24 Colbert Co.
Sept. 1 at Mars Hill Bible
Sept. 8 West Morgan*
Sept. 15 at W. Limestone*
Sept. 22 Central*
Sept. 29 open
Oct. 6 East Lawrence*
Oct. 13 at Rogers*
Oct. 20 at Wilson*
Oct. 27 at Deshler*
Nov. 2 Lauderdale Co.

Central Wildcats
Aug. 25 open
Sept. 1 East Limestone
Sept. 8 Wilson*
Sept. 15 at West Morgan*
Sept. 22 at Brooks*
Sept. 29 at Westminster-HSV
Oct. 6 Rogers*
Oct. 13 Deshler*
Oct. 20 at W. Limestone*
Oct. 27 East Lawrence
Nov. 3 at Ardmore

Cherokee Indians
Aug. 25 at Brindlee Mtn.
Sept. 1 Waterloo*
Sept. 8 at Addison*
Sept. 15 at Phillips*
Sept. 22 Shoals Chr.*
Sept. 29 at Tharptown
Oct. 6 at Sheffield
Oct. 12 at Vina*
Oct. 20 open
Oct. 27 Meek*
Nov. 2 Hackleburg*

Colbert County
Indians

Aug. 24 at Brooks
Sept. 1 Sheffield
Sept. 8 open
Sept. 15 at Phil Campbell*
Sept. 22 Lauderdale Co.*
Sept. 29 Deshler
Oct. 6 Mars Hill Bible*
Oct. 13 at Colbert Heights*
Oct. 20 at Clements*
Oct. 27 Elkmont*
Nov. 3 at Sulligent

Colbert Heights
Wildcats

Aug. 25 at Lexington
Sept. 1 Wilson
Sept. 8 at Mars Hill Bible*
Sept. 15 Meek
Sept. 22 Clements*
Sept. 29 open
Oct. 6 at Elkmont*
Oct. 13 Colbert Co.*
Oct. 20 Phil Campbell*
Oct. 27 at Lauderdale Co.*
Nov. 2 at Decatur Heritage

Collinwood
Trojans

Aug. 18 Loretto
Aug. 25 open
Sept. 1 at Cornersville*
Sept. 8 Eagleville*
Sept. 15 at Bruceton
Sept. 22 Clarksville Aca.
Sept. 29 at Richland*
Oct. 6 Moore Co.*
Oct. 13 at Potts Camp (Miss.)
Oct. 20 at Wayne Co.*
Oct. 26 Huntland*

Deshler Tigers
Aug. 25 Madison Aca.
Sept. 1 at Russellville
Sept. 8 West Limestone*
Sept. 15 East Lawrence*
Sept. 22 Wilson*
Sept. 29 at Colbert Co.
Oct. 6 at West Morgan*
Oct. 13 at Central*
Oct. 20 at Rogers*
Oct. 27 Brooks*
Nov. 3 open

Florence Falcons
Aug. 25 at Pinson Valley
Sept. 1 Muscle Shoals
Sept. 8 at Albertville*
Sept. 15 at Austin*
Sept. 22 James Clemens*
Sept. 29 Minor
Oct. 6 Bob Jones*
Oct. 13 at Huntsville*
Oct. 20 at Grissom*
Oct. 27 Sparkman*
Nov. 3 open

Hackleburg
Panthers

Aug. 25 at Phil Campbell
Sept. 1 at Meek*
Sept. 8 open
Sept. 15 Addison*
Sept. 22 Hubbertville
Sept. 29 Red Bay
Oct. 6 at Waterloo*
Oct. 13 Phillips*
Oct. 20 Shoals Chr.*
Oct. 27 Vina*
Nov. 2 at Cherokee*

Haleyville Lions
Aug. 25 at Rogers
Sept. 1 Winfield
Sept. 8 at Cordova*
Sept. 15 at Dora*
Sept. 22 Northside*
Sept. 29 open
Oct. 6 at Oak Grove*
Oct. 13 at Curry*
Oct. 20 Hamilton*
Oct. 27 Corner*
Nov. 3 West Morgan

Hamilton
Aggies

Aug. 25 Red Bay
Sept. 1 open
Sept. 8 at Corner*
Sept. 15 Oak Grove*
Sept. 22 at Cordova*
Sept. 29 Winfield
Oct. 6 Curry*
Oct. 13 Dora*
Oct. 20 at Haleyville*
Oct. 27 at Northside*
Nov. 3 at Fayette Co.

Hatton
Hornets

Aug. 25 at Wilson
Sept. 1 Columbia
Sept. 8 open
Sept. 15 at Tharptown*
Sept. 22 Falkville*
Sept. 29 at East Lawrence
Oct. 6 Tanner*
Oct. 13 at Sheffield*
Oct. 20 Lexington*
Oct. 27 at Red Bay*
Nov. 2 Geraldine

Lauderdale County
Tigers

Aug. 24 Tanner
Aug. 31 at Rogers
Sept. 8 at Clements*
Sept. 15 Elkmont*
Sept. 22 at Colbert Co.*
Sept. 29 Lexington
Oct. 6 Phil Campbell*
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 at Mars Hill Bible*
Oct. 27 Colbert Heights*
Nov. 2 at Brooks

Lawrence County
(Tenn.) Wildcats

Aug. 18 Summertown
Aug. 25 at Loretto
Sept. 1 at Lincoln Co.*
Sept. 8 Giles Co.
Sept. 15 Columbia*
Sept. 22 at Spring Hill*
Sept. 29 at Tullahoma*
Oct. 6 open
Oct. 13 Shelbyville*
Oct. 20 Franklin Co.*
Oct. 27 at Cheatham Co.

Lexington
Golden Bears

Aug. 25 Colbert Heights
Sept. 1 at Pisgah
Sept. 8 Red Bay*
Sept. 15 open
Sept. 22 at Tharptown*
Sept. 29 at Lauderdale Co.
Oct. 6 at Falkville*
Oct. 13 Tanner*
Oct. 20 at Hatton*
Oct. 27 at Sheffield*
Nov. 3 Rogers

Loretto
Mustangs

Aug. 18 at Collinwood
Aug. 25 Lawrence Co. (Tenn.)
Sept. 1 Harpeth*
Sept. 8 at Summertown*
Sept. 15 Lewis Co.*
Sept. 22 at Hickman Co.*
Sept. 29 East Hickman*
Oct. 6 open
Oct. 13 Eagleville
Oct. 20 at Waverly Central*
Oct. 27 at Mount Pleasant*

Mars Hill Bible
Panthers

Aug. 24 at Cullman
Sept. 1 Brooks
Sept. 8 Colbert Heights*
Sept. 15 at Clements*
Sept. 22 Elkmont*
Sept. 29 Russellville
Oct. 6 at Colbert Co.*
Oct. 13 at Phil Campbell*
Oct. 20 Lauderdale Co.*
Oct. 27 at Scottsboro
Nov. 3 open

Muscle Shoals
Trojans

Aug. 24 Bob Jones
Sept. 1 at Florence
Sept. 8 Columbia*
Sept. 15 Athens*
Sept. 22 open
Sept. 29 at James Clemens
Oct. 6 at Hartselle*
Oct. 13 Decatur*
Oct. 20 at Cullman*
Oct. 27 open
Nov. 3 at Sparkman

Phil Campbell
Bobcats

Aug. 25 Hackleburg
Sept. 1 at Lamar Co.
Sept. 8 at Elkmont*
Sept. 15 Colbert Co.*
Sept. 22 open
Sept. 29 at Carbon Hill
Oct. 6 at Lauderdale Co.*
Oct. 13 Mars Hill Bible*
Oct. 20 at Colbert Heights*
Oct. 27 Clements*
Nov. 3 Red Bay

Phillips Bears
Aug. 25 open
Sept. 1 at Tharptown
Sept. 8 Shoals Chr.*
Sept. 15 Cherokee*
Sept. 22 at Meek*
Sept. 29 Brilliant
Oct. 6 at Vina*
Oct. 13 at Hackleburg*
Oct. 20 at Waterloo*
Oct. 27 Addison*
Nov. 3 open

Red Bay Tigers
Aug. 25 at Hamilton
Sept. 1 open
Sept. 8 at Lexington*
Sept. 15 Sheffield*
Sept. 22 Belmont (Miss.)
Sept. 29 at Hackleburg
Oct. 6 Tharptown*
Oct. 13 Falkville*
Oct. 20 at Tanner*
Oct. 27 Hatton*
Nov. 3 at Phil Campbell

Rogers Pirates
Aug. 25 Haleyville
Aug. 31 Lauderdale Co.
Sept. 8 at East Lawrence*
Sept. 15 at Wilson*
Sept. 22 West Morgan*
Sept. 29 open
Oct. 6 at Central*
Oct. 13 Brooks*
Oct. 20 Deshler*
Oct. 27 at W. Limestone*
Nov. 3 at Lexington

Russellville
Golden Tigers

Aug. 25 Grissom
Sept. 1 Deshler
Sept. 8 at Lawrence Co. (Ala.)*
Sept. 15 West Point*
Sept. 22 at E. Limestone*
Sept. 29 at Mars Hill Bible
Oct. 6 at Brewer*
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 Ardmore*
Oct. 27 Fairview*
Nov. 3 at Athens

Sheffield
Bulldogs

Aug. 24 Elkmont
Sept. 1 at Colbert Co.
Sept. 8 Falkville*
Sept. 15 at Red Bay*
Sept. 22 at Tanner*
Sept. 29 at Waterloo
Oct. 6 Cherokee
Oct. 13 Hatton*
Oct. 20 at Tharptown*
Oct. 27 Lexington*
Nov. 3 open

Shoals Christian
Flame

Aug. 25 Tharptown
Sept. 1 open
Sept. 8 at Phillips*
Sept. 15 Vina*
Sept. 22 at Cherokee*
Sept. 29 at Cold Springs
Oct. 6 Danville
Oct. 13 Meek*
Oct. 20 at Hackleburg*
Oct. 27 Waterloo*
Nov. 3 at Addison*

Tharptown Wildcats
Aug. 25 at Shoals Chr.
Sept. 1 Phillips
Sept. 8 at Tanner*
Sept. 15 Hatton*
Sept. 22 Lexington*
Sept. 29 Cherokee
Oct. 6 at Red Bay*
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 Sheffield*
Oct. 27 Falkville*
Nov. 3 at Whitesburg Chr.

Vina Red Devils
Aug. 25 open
Sept. 1 Addison*
Sept. 8 open
Sept. 15 at Shoals Chr.*
Sept. 22 Woodville
Sept. 29 at Curry
Oct. 6 Phillips*
Oct. 12 Cherokee*
Oct. 20 at Meek*
Oct. 27 at Hackleburg*
Nov. 3 at Waterloo*

Waterloo Cougars
Aug. 25 at Brilliant
Sept. 1 at Cherokee*
Sept. 8 at Meek*
Sept. 15 open
Sept. 22 Addison*
Sept. 29 Sheffield
Oct. 6 Hackleburg*
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 Phillips*
Oct. 27 at Shoals Chr.*
Nov. 3 Vina*

Wayne County
Wildcats

Aug. 18 Mount Pleasant
Aug. 25 at Summertown
Sept. 1 at Richland*
Sept. 8 Moore Co.*
Sept. 15 at McEwen
Sept. 22 Eagleville*
Sept. 29 at Huntland*
Oct. 6 at Cornersville*
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 Collinwood*
Oct. 27 Liberty Creek

Wilson
Warriors

Aug. 25 Hatton
Sept. 1 at Colbert Heights
Sept. 8 at Central*
Sept. 15 Rogers*
Sept. 22 at Deshler*
Sept. 29 open
Oct. 6 West Limestone*
Oct. 13 East Lawrence*
Oct. 20 Brooks*
Oct. 27 at West Morgan*
Nov. 3 at Lawrence Co. (Ala.)

2023 SHOALS-AREA SCHEDULES *—region game

Senior Luke Mosley and the Muscle Shoals Trojans begin their season Thursday at
home against the Bob Jones Patriots. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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BeSmartDontStart.com

SAY NO
TO OPIOIDS
Don’t get sidelined. Make the RIGHT play.
You are smarter and stronger than any substance.

TIME
From Page G3

Can Russellville rise again?
Russellville may have won a third

straight region title last year, but the
GoldenTigers finishedwith five losses.
Egads.
Thatwas just the third time in20years

thatRussellville lardedupthe losscolumn
sowell.
Losing toGrissom in last year’s season

opener was an ominous sign. (Gris-
som finished 3-8, also beating one-win
Albertville and three-win Buckhorn.)
Maybe the Golden Tigers can avoid

such a pitfall this time.

Can Deshler take another jump?
Deshler, at theendof lastyear’s regular

season,wasoneof five teams in the state
to show a seven-win improvement over
2021.
TheTigerswere3-7 in2021andentered

last year’s playoffs at 10-0.
But Deshler faltered in the playoff

quarterfinals—Oneonta’sFluffBothwell
strolled through the Tigers for 322 yards
rushing and four touchdowns.
If those numbers don’t still sting, the

62-20 final scorewill.

Which new coach will have
the most success?
There areninenewcoaches among the

area’s 30 teams this year.
Just two of those schools finished last

yearwithwinning records.
Both Lexington and Phil Campbell

madetheplayoffswithLexingtonwinning
its first regionchampionship since2009.

Defense, anyone?
Afewteams,basedonlastyear’sscores,

started trackandfieldseasona littleearly.
MaybeLorettoandBrooksandCentral

and (fill in theblank)will improveat stop-
ping foes.
Loretto gave up a 33.3-point average

last year, a number boostedbyone shut-
out. Justoneother timedid theMustangs
surrender less than 25.
Brookshada33-point averageagainst,

helpedbyaseason-ending28-7winover
Lauderdale County. The Lions gave up
less than 21 points two other times— to
teams that finished a combined 1-19.
Those same two teams marked Cen-

tral’s top scoring defense nights.
Otherwise, theWildcats gave up at least
28everygame.Foesaveraged36.2points.
Give a chef’s kiss to the game where

Central gave up 69. And won. In
regulation.

Damian Thompson may grab some attention at Rogers this year, just like he did the last two sea-
sons at Mars Hill. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Furniture & BeddingSince 1970

Store Hours:
Monday thru
Saturday

9 A.M. ‘til 6 P.M.
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