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WINDOWS  DOORS + SIDING

“"Simply the Best for Less"*

Voted #1
Window
Company

TimesDaily
Readers’ Choice

s
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P

'Window World isthe nation’'s leader in replacement windows, sidin",':_‘ ind erior doors.
" Our energy efficient products are the perfect enhancement for any homeland are backed'by the
industry’s strongest warranty. Contact us today to schedule your free in-home estimate!

Request a Free Estimate: 1-800 Get Windows

717 Michigan Ave., Muscle Shoals ¢ (256) 383-8894 * WindowWorldMuscleShoals.com
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Time to tee it up

Teams will soon move away from the blocking sleds and don game uniforms to start the 2023 season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Teams face big
questions in 2023

By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

It’s that time of year again when every
team spouts how it has been working
hard, how it’s improved and how it’s
going to claim more respect this season.

It won’t take long before reality sets
in for many.

Not everyone can find major suc-
cess — but everyone can still savor the
experience of high school football —
whether that’s in a uniform or in the
stands.

Everyone, let’s enjoy ourselves out
there.

As the season gets started, questions
are plentiful for every team. Below are
a few to ponder before the first kickoff
sails into the air, before the first hotdog
is eaten and before the first penalty flag
is thrown.

What imﬂact will Thompson
have at Rogers?

Damian Thompson, the two-time
TimesDaily All-Area small school player
of the year, won’t make it three.

Put that down in Sharpie. It’s a
guarantee.

Why so certain? Well, he has trans-
ferred from 3A Mars Hill to 4A Rogers,
so the receiver won’t be eligible for the
small school award.

Thompson gives Rogers a game-
breaking element and could turn the
Pirates — who haven’t hosted a playoff
game or won one since 2017 — into a
region contender.

Will Trojans again flex their Muscle?

Muscle Shoals, after floundering in the
playoffs the previous two years, found
some postseason success a year ago.

The Trojans made it to the semifinals
for just the fourth time in school history.

Muscle Shoals has a lot of skill play-
ers returning but has lost a lot up front.
Will the new linemen go meekly into the
night? If not, the Trojans could mark
anotherlong playoff trail again this year.

Oh, brother: How about Coleman?

Haleyville receiver Brett Coleman had
abreakout season last year.

His heady numbers — 66 catches for
1,083 yards and 11 touchdowns — came
with his brother Matthew at quarterback.
But Matthew is now off at Mississippi
College.

Can Brett do it again?

Will Mars Hill get early
start on hoops?

Mars Hill football stumbled mightily
last year, falling in the second round of
the playoffs to set up another successful
basketball season.

The Panthers made the state semifinals
in boys hoops and won a state champi-
onship in girls, both feats Mars Hill once
considered an annual football occurrence.

Ah, the memories.

Mars Hill, due to its previous success,
jumped to 3A last year. It needs to make
this year’s championship game to get
another push to 4A in2024.

Or maybe 3A is already enough.

SEE TIME, G55
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Region: 7A, Region 4
FLORENCE 2022 record:_ 83 Aug. 25
(6-1 7A, Region 4) gept-é
FALCONS Last 5 years: 30-25 | Scfi 1
(4 playoff berths) Sept. 22
Coach: Kenny Morson (second season at Sept. 29

Florence, 8-3; fifth season overall, 42-7)

Flyi

Those were
replaced by
some smiles, a
few laughs and
even a couple of
jokes.

The offseason
has had a little

There weren’t any collective bit of a different feel for Flor-
sighs this year. ence. It’s been relatively calm.

Falcons eager to
build off 1st season
under Morson

By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Morson

FALLDNES
q

|

Well, except for what’s
been called “Wonderful
Wednesday.”

“Terrible,” offensive lineman
Qua Davis said.

That’s taken some time get -
ting used to.

While other days were filled
with weightlifting, the middle
of the week belonged to a

2023 schedule 2022 results
at Pinson Valley Oct.6 Bob Jones Pinson Valley W, forfeit  Huntsville W, 27-7
Muscle Shoals ~ Oct. 13 at Huntsville | at Muscle Shoals L, 44-28  Grissom W, 42-6
at Albertville  Oct. 20 at Grissom | Albertville W, 49-7 at Sparkman W, 21-0

at Austin ~ Oct. 27 Sparkman | Austin L,26-14  Hewitt-Trussville L, 38-20
James Clemens  Nov.3 open | at James ClemensW, 38-20 . : i

Minor Minor W, 3516 oy e oy elieda 34-14

at Bob Jones W, 38-35  player)

circuit filled with different agil -
ity drills “meant to push you
to your limit.” The heat didn’t
help. Neither did the required
up-downs at the end.

But if that was the worst part
of the offseason, Florence will
certainly take it.

The biggest reason? There
was no new head coach to hire.

Returning starters
QB Leo Glover LB Xavier Garner
TE Dan Eckl DL Kamari Wise
RG Qua Davis DL Amadriq Tensley
LG Nate Graves DL KJ Freeman
WR Kedrick Triplett DB Zy Boddie
WR Taryan Cunningham DB Janaris Young
SB Jamarion Reeder OLB HT Blank
RB Demarion Vaughn LB Logan White

For the first time in four
years, the Falcons will have
some continuity as they get
ready for their second season
under Kenny Morson.

“It really does suck,” quar-
terback Leo Glover said of the
previous coaching carousel.

SEE FALCONS, G14
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We re lelng'
Join our team!
Wages starting at $17.25/hr. @ Includes incentive

Full Benefits Package

Paid Vacation and Holidays
Advancement Opportunities! Tuition assistance

256.768.2353 or 256.768.2344

www.pilgrimsusa.com

SCAN
QR CODE

| |

) - 7 7

T4 ﬁ ‘
| |
| ]
/ * . - 2045 Hwy 244
0 Russellville, AL
: - | | ] ‘ u / g,\%
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LIGHTING THE SHOALS
SINCE 1948

SBS

ELECTRIC SUPPLY

625 - SOUTH CHERRY STREET
FLORENCE, ALABAMA
f 256—764-8481

BERT

BRETHERICK |
2912 Hough Rd,
Florence, AL 35630

(256) 764-2241

www.agentbert.com

o StateFarm®

554487-1

Eollow, the Elorence Falcons;

Join, Us,forsthe) “TNTyEi reworksr‘g@;liameﬁhow,a_ttsaom

555783-1
—

&
%@LLJIAMS

FUNERAL HOME
Thank you for your trust.

Same Family, Same Quality Service.
Only the name has changed.
(Formerly Spry Williams Funeral Home)
Joey Williams & Barry Williams - Owners
1950 Helton Drive * Florence * 256-764-6401

www.sprywilliams.com

554507-1

The Carpet
Store

1508 N. Pine St., Florence

256-767-5195

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 ¢ Sat. 9-2

554532-1

GOOD LUCK

THIS SEASON

<\
SINGING RIVER

DENTISTRY

A\VAV4

Healthy Smiles for a Lifetime!

BT & RECORDS

FLORENGE FALGONS “

2023 Football Schedule

Date
Aug. 25
Sept. 1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
Oct. 6
Oct. 13
Oct. 20
Oct. 27
Nov. 3

Opponent
@ Pinson Valley

Muscle Shoals
@ Albertville

@ Austin

James Clemens
Minor

Bob Jones

@ Huntsville

@ Grissom
Sparkman
OPEN

Check local high schools for any updates/or changes.

Vic Porter
= Insurance Agency

Vic Porter

421 Tennessee St., Florence
256.764.3002

vic@vicporterinsurance.com
AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ LIFE * BUSINESS ¢« FARM

GUNSMITHING

Cerakote, Refurbishing, Trigger Work, etc.
We also sell/trade guns, ammo, holsters,
magazines, etc. Special orders welcome.

Just off Cloverdale Rd. - Behind Bama Pools
256-349-5051

554526-1

B snonu rooLs & seas. mc)

MAKING WAVES SINCE 1998
Area's best pool services.

256-764-9112 |

s.m.uuw‘

554490-1

LACKEY’S
FURNITURE

Financing Available » Free Local Delivery
3211 Florence Blvd, Florence

TaCoO
MAMA

—
d tdco bar

Stdy Hungry and Be Thirsty

Local, Famzly Owned Agency

r"

El(ler C are
smx

1130 Bradshaw Drive,
Florence, AL 35630

256-740-8249

X " ° -215- - - dine in - out - cdterin
1:150 i III\,I::III1 :}?::E:u- grl:l:':l::l:;l: ‘T:I?’I;I;?EZEI El::.i- ;1:1?114 WWW $a5 06k e7 y6f Sr n7 I?L.I' r5e c 25@9_1 WWW.:GCO;':S mtd OV‘:EV\: . C2:2371 554483(:,ldercareweb.com gvevﬁel:j[gsssxncl;‘)“ﬁ
WANTED . -
DEAD or ALIVE Greenview BANK I
Junk Batteries %4 each | | Memorial Park INDEPENDENT®

RANGER BATTERY CO.
426 S. Royal Ave., Florence, AL

256-766-0473

55555555

Serving the community since 1950

256-764-2411

556080-1

(256) 766-3870
Fax: (256) 766-3874

1629 State Street
Florence, AL 35630

556865-1

554350-1

visit us at BIBANK.COM
or call 877.865.5050

MEMBER FDIC
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William Adams, MD  Robert Bailey, Jr., MD, FACS Wesley Desselle, MD, FACS Dennis Fernandez, MD
General Surgery General Surgery General Surgery General Surgery/

Bariatric Surgery

Zachary Griffith, MD J. Wilson Mesquita, MD Kristen Reed, MD
General Surgery General Surgery General Surgery
(Coming October, 2023)

256-766-0150 www.namccares.com

Office Locations
1751 Veterans Drive 203 W. Avalon Avenue

Florence, Alabama or Muscle Shoals, Alabama
Suite 125 Suite 230

556015-1
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Region: 6A, Region 7 2023 schedule
M U SCLE 2022 record: 11-2 (4-1 /qugi 214 E(F)F Jones 805 ?3
6A, Region 7) ept. atFlorence  Oct.
N Sept. 8 Columbia  Oct. 20
SHOAI_S Last 5 years: 47-13 (5 seBt. 15 Athens  Oct. 27
playoff berths) Sept. 22 open  Nov.3

Sept. 29 at James Clemens

TROJANS

Coach: Scott Basden (16th season at Muscle
Shoals, 138-45; 24th year overall, 206-74)

2022 results
at Hartselle atBobJones W, 31-7 Cullman
Decatur | Florence W, 44-28  Sparkman
at Cullman | Columbia W, 68-0 Hazel Green
open | at Athens W, 28-20  at Parker
at Sparkman | James Clemens W, 38-10  at Gardendale

Hartselle L,29-26  Mountain Brook
at Decatur W, 42-28

Returning starters

W, 23-16 QB Cole Woods DL Walker McCannon
W, 31-21 | WR Jamir Goodloe LB Braylen Jones
W,58-7 | WRIsaac Fowler FS Uzziah Johnson

W,31-6 | TE Hadden Vance CB Taven Scott

W, 38-7 | OL Eric Thirlkill CB Xavier Johnson
L,28-7

Green with envy

Taven Scott, Ellis Underwood, Cole Woods and the Muscle Shoals Trojans want more this year. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

] eye. A golden globe hov-
ering through a dream,
signaling that it was a
nightmare.

A quick recollection of
the anguish the Muscle
Shoals Trojans felt walk-
ing off the field for the last
time, staring at a scoreboard that ampli-
fied the pain.

Muscle Shoals yearns to
take next playoft step

By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

Basden

Maybe it tormented them through the
offseason.
A green flash in the corner of their

Eight months later — my, how time
flies — the Trojans can work on easing
the pain of last year’s state semifinal loss.

“Ifeellike there was alot in that game
we could have done, but it’s in the past,”
cornerback Taven Scott said. “There’s
nothing we can do now.”

Mountain Brook’s 28-7 win at Muscle
Shoals sent the Trojans into another
winter of discontent. True satisfaction

would have required a win that Novem-
ber night and another a week later with
achampionship ring in hand and on their
fingers.

“It motivated us a lot,” quarterback
Cole Woods said. “We definitely should
have won that game. It definitely moti-
vated us.”

SEE MUSCLE SHOALS, G15


TECNAVIA



 [CROPPDFINORIG]

crop = 10 10 10 10




TimesDaily | Saturday, August 19,2023 G9

MECHANICAL & METALS

Sheetmetal & Piping
Design ¢ Fabrication
Installation ¢ Maintenance
P.O. Box 2607 3690 2nd St.
Muscle Shoals, AL 35662
256-383-3321¢ www.parkesmechanical.com

554512-1

G For AU Your
Independent Ynsuwrance
Insurance

’ Agent.

Sinclair-Lawrence & Associates Insurance

117 Jackson Ave. 2513 E. Avalon
Russellville Muscle Shoals
256-332-2061 256-383-8335

554510-1

Good Luck, Trojans!

DISCOUNT MATTRESSES

705 Avalon Ave., Muscle Shoals, AL
256-349-9807

554507-1

counrs
BROTHERS
music

Since 1983

713 Waverly Ave. ® Muscle Shoals
256-383-7454

www.countsbrothers.com

554515-1

GOOD LUCK TROJANS!

MUSGLE

SHOALS

TROJANS

2023 Football Schedule

GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON!
GO TROJANS!

EcoNoMy CARPETS

Quality Flooring for 50 Years in the Shoals!
105 Avalon Ave., Muscle Shoals
Corner of Cox Blvd. & Avalon

256-383-6821 ¢ Toll Free 1-877-234-3741
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am to 5:30 pm

554491-1

Lewis Patterson and Ray Yocom

GOOD LUCK

Date Opponent
WAQH g gp’" Aug. 24 Bob Jones -- Thursday THIS SEASDN
Sept. 1 @ Florence
2 2 Locations Sept. 8 Columbia M
Muscle Shoals Sept. 15 Athens q
554516-1 il & Florence Sept 22 OPEN CHILDREN S DENTISTRY %
, g Sept. 29 @ James Clemens
I_ETS Go Oct. 6 @ Hartselle =
I OCt 13 Decatur BANKImIl
TROJANS! Oct. 20 @ Cullman INDEPENDENT
, i Oct. 27 OPEN visit us at BIBANK.COM
[ Nov. 3 @ Sparkman or call 877.865.5050
Check local high schools for any updates/or changes. MEMBER FDIC ]
COLBERT COUNTY Erica
MEMORIAL Hubbard

Serving the Shoals since 1958

256-383-2603

ELECTRIC

704 Davison Avenue - Muscle Shoals
256-381-4146 Fax: 256-381-4147
www.shoalselectric.com
Licensed in Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee

556525-1

DWIGHT BOHANNON

Owner

101 Industrial Drive * Muscle Shoals, AL
(located on e block behind Rural King)

256-248-4681

556684-1

256-443-1463

erica@stuttsproperties.com

STUTTS PROPERTIES, INC.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

556500-1

Wishing all teams a safe
and successful season!

2310 Woodward Ave, Muscle Shoals
256-320-5741

sseacer WWW.ChoiceRentalsAL.com

LACKEY'S MOVING
COMPANY, LLC

. 256-443-8431

www.LackeyMovingCompany.com

LackeysMovingCompany@gmailcom “We make moving EASY!*

GOOD LUCK TROJANS!

554366-1

CAR-I-TUNES

OF THE SHOALS

CAR AUDIO - MARINE - ACCESSORIES - MORE

1698 S. Wilson Dam Road
Muscle Shoals, AL 35661
256-248-4348

556909-1

Open Tues. - Sat. 9 am -5 pm
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Region: 4A, Region 7 2023 schedule

2022 record: 12-1 (7-0 4A, Aug. 25 Madison Aca.  Oct. 6
DESH LER Region 7) gept.tl3 WattRIfgsseIItviIIe 8c: %g

. ept. est Limestone Cl.

TIG ERS Last 5 years: 39-23 (4 playoff | . 15 “Eastiawrence Oct. 27

berths) Sept. 22 Wilson  Nov. 3

Sept. 29 at Colbert Co.

Coach: Patrlck Malone (second season at
Deshler, 12-1; fourth year overall, 16-18)

2022 results Returning starters
at West Morgan  at Madison Aca. W, 42-35  Central-Florence W, 45-21  OL Josh Smith FB Q Harden
at Central | Russellville W, 14-7 Rogers W, 35-13 | OL Jamarian Acklin DL D’Angelo Williams
at Rogers | at W. Limestone W, 50-17  at Brooks W, 48-32 | QB Price Thornton LB Tae Fuqua
Brooks | at East LawrenceW, 70-13  Madison Co. W, 68-34
open | at Wilson W, 55-13  Etowah W, 36-33
Colbert Co. W, 36-33  at Oneonta L, 62-20
West Morgan W, 21-6

Deshler’s Tae Fuqua, D’Angelo Williams and Q Harden want the Tigers to exceed last year’s success. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Good moods won’t be
hard to come by.

“We love to have fun,”
running back Tae Fuqua
said. “When it’s time to
be serious, welock in. But
we know when to have a
little fun, too.”

When not going through conditioning
drills, lifting sessions or practice, it’s not
all that uncommon for the Tigers to show

Deshler eager to show

last year was no fluke

By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Malone

It might have been a Monday morning,
but one thing became clear rather quickly
when members of the Deshler football
team took a seat.

off some dance moves. The source? With
TikTok, naturally, providing a routine or
two.

And while Fuqua dubbed himself the
best dancer of the bunch, no one was
quite willing to sell out those whose skills
are in need of a little work.

“I'mnot going to say any names,” run-
ning back Q Harden said with a smirk.

Probably best to keep those in-house.
But perhaps the biggest question is

ye of the Tigers

whether the players have been able to
sway second-year coach Patrick Malone
tojoinin?

“No chance,” Malone said matter of
factly. “Not gonna happen.”

Something to possibly work towards.
At the same time, Malone’s players cau-
tioned tonot let all “that seriousness fool
you.”

SEE DESHLER, G11


TECNAVIA



 [CROPPDFINORIG]

crop = 10 10 10 10




TimesDaily | Saturday, August 19,2023 G11

DESHLER

From Page G10

“He does know when to laugh and have
fun,” defensive tackle D’ Angelo Williams
said. “But when it’s time for business,
it’s time for business and you don’t want
to get on his bad side.

“He coaches ustobe great players and
better men. The best way I can describe
himisif he wasn’t my coach, he’d be one
of my really good friends.”

Some high praise. But Malone and the
coaching staff is one of the reasons this
group of players isn’t lacking any con-
fidence heading into the season opener
against Madison Academy.

That’s despite losing 16 starters from

last season’s Class 4A quarterfinals run.
Those Tigers finished with a12-1record,
with the loss coming to Oneonta. Malone
still has a picture of the scoreboard from
that night, a 62-20 rout, saved as the
background on his phone. He watched
the game film soon after getting off the
bus.

“Anytime you lose the group that we
lost and not necessarily the amount, they
were just a great group, you’re definitely
concerned and worried, but you put alot
of faith in the fact that you have a great
group coming up,” Malone said. “The
expectations were set. The blueprint was
set. The mold is there. Now, it’s up to
this group to hold up their end. Football
is important at Deshler and I think this
group can win.”

The players certainly believe that’s
possible. Anything less would be a bit of
adisappointment. After all, might as well
aim high.

“My expectations are just to win,”
Fuqua said. “We’re looking to make
another deep run in the playoffs. We
just have to be coachable. We have great
coaches.”

So any other goals?

“T just want people to talk about this
team,” Williams said. “Not just this year,
but 10 years, 20 years down the road.”

Maybe even play back a dance move
or two.

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

Deshler’s Tae Fuqua and the Tigers hope to find
the right moves again this year. [DAN BUSEY/

oo StateFarm

David Reed

AGENT

110 W, 6th Street Tuscumbia, AL 35674

256-383-4782

554551-1

www.davidreedagency.com

Member SIPC

GO TIGERS!
Edward Jones

Taylor Cooper
Financial Advisor

Scott Cooper
Financial Advisor

308 N Main St
Tuscumbia Al

edwardjones.com
554539-1

PAUL’'S SMALL
ENGINES
107 N. Water Street
Tuscumbia

383-2191

554537-1

Alfa Insurance’

Auto Home Life
DAVID JORDAN
AGENT
103 W. éth Street
Tuscumbia, Al 35674
djordan@alfains.com
(B) 256-978-6732
(C) 256-415-0331

TIMESDAILY]
M
st

5546371

GOOD LUCK

THIS SEASDN

T

CHILDREN S DENTISTRY

555730-1

TAMARA
ROBINSON

REALTOR®
Century 21/
Clement Realty, Inc.
849 Florence Blvd., Florence

256-577-0662

talk2tamara@outlook.com
Talk2Tamara
Talk2Tamara.Realtor
S5 -
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2023 Football Schedule

Date
Aug. 25
Sept. 1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
Oct. 6
Oct. 13
Oct. 20
Oct. 27
Nov. 3

Opponent

Madison Aca.
@ Russellville

West Limestone

East Lawrence

Wilson

@ Colbert Co.

@ West Morgan

@ Central-Florence
@ Rogers

Brooks

OPEN

* Check local high schools for any updates/or changes.

WE WISH THE DESHLER TIGERS
A GREAT SEASON!

TAX SERVICE, LLC
www.skipworthtax.com

808 Woodmont Drive
Tuscumbia, Al 35674

Phone: {(256) 381-9543
Cell: (256) 762-4650

Fax: (256) 314-0797 skipworthtax@comecast.net

Will Britt, Agent

1311 Woodmont Drive
Tuscumbia, AL 35674

Bus: 256-383-1188
will.britt.eldf@statefarm.com

o StateFarm’

557115-1

BANK [
INDEPENDENT®

visit us at BIBANK.COM
or call 877.865.5050

MEMBER FDIC
5857061

Good Luck Deshler Tigers!

&

COLDWATER

108 E. 6th Street, Tuscumbia

256-320-7158 + Open Mon-Sat

LACKEY'S MOVING
COMPANY, LLC

© 256-443-843]

www.LackeyMovingCompany.com

LackeysMovingCompany@gmail.com “We make moving EASY!"

GOOD LUCK TIGERS!
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Region: 5A, Region 8 2023 schedule 2022 results Returning starters
RUSSELLVILLE 2022 record: 7-5 Aug. 25 Grissom  Oct.6 at Brewer at Grissom L,34-21  Brewer W,58-0 QB Harrison Burch ILB Devin Green
(6-0 5A, Region 8) Sept. 1 Deshler  Oct. 13 open | at Deshler L,14-7  atArdmore W, 49-7 | WR Bralynn Vincent ILB Martin Tomas
Last 5 ’ears, 43-16 Sept.8  atLawrence Co. Oct. 20 Ardmore | Lawrence Co. W, 49-0 at Fairview W, 41-14 | OL Weston Jackson OLB Nicklaus Pounders
GO I_D E N y . ept. 15 West Point  Oct. 27 Fairview | at West Point W, 27-0 Athens L,32-31 | OL Neyland Baker OLB Malachi Duncan

(5 playoff berths) Sept.22 at East Limestone  Nov.3 at Athens | East Limestone W, 52-7 Boaz W, 63-10 | OL Logan Lindsey S Jah Williams

TIG ERS Coach: J.ohn Ritter (sixth season at Sept.29 at Mars Hill Bible Mars Hill L,31-30 PleasantGrove L,37-14 gt #nl-li?ﬁ Baltazar ﬁ?\n }gﬁxrﬂ asrctzl;;gz
Russellville, 43-16; 11th year overall, 76-39) DL Matthew James

Gettmg t

Golden Tigers hope
offseason leads to rebound

By David Glovach
Sports Writer

There was no debating or arguing
among the Russellville players. The
answer was swift and decisive.

The county fair — set aside for one
summer day — had not been a fun experi-
ence. And this county fair did not include

cotton candy or Ferris
wheels.

Nothing about con-
ditioning drills is ever
pleasant. Let alone one
that is an hour-and-a-
half five-circuit affair
that was capped by a
number of hill runs.

“And if we didn’t clap together at the
end, we had to do it again,” defensive
lineman Matthew James said.

“They hadn’t ever been to the fair,”
coach John Ritter said with a laugh.

So, Ritter believed it was time to share
that experience. He had done it while
playing for his father, Ronnie, at Lau-
derdale County in the early 1990s.

“It’sreally a total-body experience to
see what you're going to do when it gets
hot and it hurts,” Ritter said. “And it’s
not designed to kill ’em. It’s designed to
push your boundaries and if your com-
fort level is a six (out of 10), it’s now a

seven.

“It was fun. It was fun for me to
watch.”

As forif the coach has inkling of giving
it another go himself, that was met with
another decisive answer. Thanks, but no
thanks. It’s more or less designed for a
younger crowd.

But it’s been part of an offseason with
abit of arebound in mind.

SEE RUSSELLVILLE, G15
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WINDOWS AGAIN

¢ Replacement Windows

e Vinyl Siding |
e Remodeling
256-366-8080

Pat Murray e TVA Approved Contractor —Emmsm

" For AU Younr
Ilndependem Ynsurance
nsurance
’ Agent. Needs Call...

Sinclair-Lawrence & Associates Insurance

117 Jackson Ave. 2513 E. Avalon
Russellville Muscle Shoals

256-332-2061 256-383-8335

554712-1

Go Golden Tigers!

GOOD LUCK
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555772-1

& support <S8
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&3 -
;. Pilgrims:
ey
‘/;*.'.-lx-‘s ™7
We’re Hiring! Join our team!
Starting pay is $17.25 with incentive
Full benefits package
Contact us today!
256-768-2344 or 256-768-2353

www.pilgrimsusa.com

SERVICEPRO

QUICK

Russellville
GOL'DEN.
lIGERS!]

3 locations to serve you...
Pioneer Quick Lube 41 | Pioneer Quick Lube 42| Pioneer Quick Lube 43

LUBE

SERVICE & LUBE
CENTER

556600-1

221 Military St. S 42499 Highway 195 | 13801 US Highway 43 S
Hamilton, AL 35570 Haleyville, AL 35565 | Russellville, AL 35653
(205)921-5454 (205)486-9494 (256)332-9900

GO Tigers!

O

SPRY M EMORIAL CHAPEL
907 South Jackson « Russellville, Alabama 35653
Phone 256-332-1122
mw | RUSSELLVILLE
EF
m ) Gas BoarDp

CALL (256) 332-2020 FOR
NATURAL GAS SERVICE!

Know what's helow.
Gall before youdig.

556651-1

556650-1

Go Golden Tigers!

RUSSELLVILLE
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2023 Football Schedule

Date
Aug. 25
Sept. 1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
Oct. 6
Oct. 13
Oct. 20
Oct. 27
Nov. 3

Opponent

Grissom

Deshler

@ Lawrence Co. (Ala.)
West Point

@ East Limestone
@ Mars Hill Bible
@ Brewer

OPEN

Ardmore

Fairview

@ Athens

Check local high schools for any updates/or changes.

G0 TIGERS!

Bedford, Rogers,
Bowling, and

McReynolds, P.C.
UGOU
GOLDEN
TIGERS!

303 Jackson Ave. N.,
Russellville, AL

256-332-6966

554720-1

AKINS FUNERAL HOME

ORE, DURING, AND AFTER ... WE'LL BE THERE FOR YOU

Our staff is available 24/7 to assist you with any need
or questions you may have.

13455 HWY. 43 — RUSSELLVILLE, ALABAMA - 256-332-1131

LT3 HELEN K FURNITURE

NAME BRANDS - LARGE SELECTION - GREAT PRICES

- Ashley - Southern Motion - Jackson Catnapper
- Best Home Furnishings - Home Stretch

13480 Hwy.43 - Russellville, AL [ £] g
256-332-0965 www_HELENKFURNITUREINC.COM @

Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri. Sat.: 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM - Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM - Sunday: Closed

Good
Luck
Tigers!

1 ,.,‘Hﬁ‘ghl School Game Coverage
Team & Player Stats

Up-to-date Game Scores

at www.timesdaily.com/sports/high_school/

5544171
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FALGONS

From Page G4

“It’s hard like you wouldn’t believe to
have your third coach coming in (last
year) and you’re like, ‘Dang. I have to
learn a new offense again.’ It just takes
alot of time and you just have to grind
it out.

“Now knowing that he’s going to
be here with us again, and he’s a great
coach, it feels like we’re ready and we
know what we got, and what he brings
to the table.”

And the first-year results were
promising.

The Falcons finished with a 8-3
record, their best mark since going 11-3
in2014. It included a six-game winning
streak to end the regular season. It was
also just the fifth time the program
managed to win at least eight games
since its first year in 2004. They scored
fewer than 21 points three times.

“He always told us to buy in and that’s
what we did,” receiver Taryan Cum-
mingham said. “He’s a great coach and
he knows what he’s talking about.”

Not too bad for a coach the play-
ers describe as “old school. Real old
school.”

Now, it’s just a matter of building off
those results. Florence has only had
back-to-back eight-plus wins seasons
once.

“I thought last year ended up better
than how we started,” Morson said.
“We started with a little bit of a rough
patch and some of that was players
learning to trust the new coaching staff
and trusting me as a new head coach.

“Just for those guys to get some sta-
bility and see that the head coach is
going to be here, wants to be here, is a
local guy and that I can relate to those
guys, and that I'm going to be there
for them. The biggest thing that we’ve
been preaching to our guys is to work
on ourselves.”

So, are there more wins on the hori-
zon for Florence? The players certainly
believe so.

“When we’re all on the same page, I
feellike it’s going to be hard to stop us,”
Glover said.

Some continuity always helps. Per-
haps some Wonderful Wednesdays, too.

“Last season had a big impact on us,”
Davis said. “We have to live up to that
8-3 and make it better.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

Quarterback Leo Glover, now a senior, helped Florence win eight games last year.
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MUSGLE SHOALS

From Page G8

Mountain Brook left the Trojans with
plenty to mull over a cold winter.

Muscle Shoals’ seven points were its
fewest in three years — since a2020 play-
off loss at, ironically, Mountain Brook.
Mountain Brook’s Cole Gamble played
the Trojans to the tune of 186 yards and
three touchdowns on 24 carries.

Gloom, despair, agony on me.

“I didn’t like the loss,” Scott said. “I
feel that we could have won.”

All the Trojans can do at this point is
draw on it for inspiration to, they hope,
avoid such pitfalls this year.

While Muscle Shoals nurses its less-
experienced offensive and defensive
lines, the Trojans will depend on their
returning skill players.

Woods is a big part of that.

He played quarterback for the first
time last year and was part of a regular
rotation. He also missed much of the
Mountain Brook game with an injury.

“Cole can do anything,” coach Scott
Basden said. “He can go out there and
be one of the best receivers, he could

Cole Woods was an effective dual-purpose quarterback last year for Muscle Shoals. [DAN BUSEY/

TIMESDAILY]

be areally good DB, he could be a slot
receiver, a quarterback. He has aunique
skill set that you can do anything with
him.

“Playing last year and getting that

under his belt, he was a whole different
quarterback in the spring than he was
last fall. He has more confidence than
he had.”

But he’ll play behind an offensive line

that lost four starters to graduation.
However, at least two of the “new” guys
have starting experience, Basden said.

“We brought back alot of people as far
as skill, but basically on the O-line and
D-line, we have to reload,” said center
Ellis Underwood, one of the new starters.

“We’re a lot faster than last year’s
O-line,” he said. “That’s one thing we’ve
gotten better at, but as far as size, we’re
not as big. We're faster.”

The Trojans can still throw the ball
to Jamir Goodloe, who had 49 catches
for 711 yards and nine touchdowns last
season.

“He doesn’t burn me, but he’s gotten
better,” Scott said. “His route running
isbetter and his speed is increased. I can
see him doing really good this year.”

Foes, however, will have to throw
against either Xavier Johnson, who had
six interceptions and returned two for
touchdowns, or Scott. Take your pick.

“It’s going toreally help to have all our
skill guys back,” Basden said. “We’ll be
able to do some things to help that offen-
sive line. With our back end and our
secondary and our linebackers, I think
we can help the defensive line until they
sort it out.”

RUSSELLVILLE

From Page G12

While the Golden Tigers are seeking
their sixth straight winning season, the
program is coming off its fewest wins
(7-5) since 2017 (3-7). Russellville was
0-4in gamesin 2022 decided by 13 points
or less, including two by one point. It lost
in the second round of the 5A playoffs to
Pleasant Grove.

“We're trying to be like a spear,” said
quarterback Harrison Burch, who will be
working without his top two receivers
and running back from a year ago. “Last
year, we were kind of broken up, but this
year, we feel like we’re pushing towards
that one goal, and that’s to win. We don’t
really care about the stat line or who
scores. The only thing we need to care
about is being up on the scoreboard.”

Another lesson?

It’s best for the coaching staff not to
have to do everything, especially when
it comes to things outside gameplan-
ning. Ritter made it a point to note that
he’s not out on the field to throw — it
didn’t work out well for the coach last
time he tried — catch passes or make
tackles.

“We need player leaders, not coach
leaders,” linebacker Devin Green said.

Harrison Burch and the Russellville Golden Tigers look to get their hands on a sixth straight winning season. [KEVIN TAYLOR/TIMESDAILY]

“That was probably the biggest coach-
ing point we needed to take away from
last year. When things went wrong, there
was a lot of blaming each other.”

Hence being on the wrong side of some
close games.

“I don’t want to say we have a chip

on our shoulders, but there’s definitely
games we’re looking forward to,” tight
end Nicklaus Pounders said.

Perhaps they’ll find out if the trip to
the county fair paid off.

“I really enjoy being around this
group,” Ritter said. “Whether that’s

in the weight room, at practice or after
practice because of the way they’ve han-
dled themselves.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach
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Region: 4A, Region 7 2023 schedule
BR 0 O K S 2022 record: 6-4 (4-3 ls\ug. 24 COIb'ﬁrt'(l:)f' 8ct. 63
4A, Region 7) ept.1 at Mars Hill Bible ~ Oct. 1
N Sept. 8 West Morgan  Oct. 20
Last 5 years: 38-18 (4 | e 15 at West Limestone  Oct. 27
I-I ONS playoff berths) Sept.22 Central-Florence  Nov. 2

Coach: Tim Bowens (second season at Brooks,

Sept. 29 open

6-4; third overall as a high school coach, 13-8)

Left behind

2022 results Returning starters
East Lawrence at Colbert Co. W, 48-21  at East LawrenceW, 59-14  OL-DL Carson Wheeler WR-DB Noah Gregg
at Rogers | Mars Hill Bible L, 64-35  Rogers W, 24-21 | OL Brodie Glass DL Silas McCarthy
at Wilson | at West Morgan L, 53-7 Wilson W, 38-13 | TE Charlie Buttram OLB Omar Joiner
at Deshler | West Limestone W, 64-28  Deshler L, 48-32 | RB Seth Walton K Charlie Bottoms
Lauderdale Co. | at Central L,35-28  at Lauderdale Co.W, 28-7

o Mg
o i o

Seth Walton, Carson Wheeler, Noah Gregg and the Brooks Lions hope to bounce back from missing the playoffs last year. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Brooks motivated after
last year’s playoft miss

By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

The Brooks Lions, wherever they were,
almost bowled over in pain.

Whether they were wearing their street
clothes and sitting in the stands or simply
sitting at home awaiting their fate, they
were helpless.

On the last day of last year’s regu-
lar season, Brooks had no direct part in
determining its playoff fate.

And that fate did not have a favorable
outcome.

For the first time since 2014 and just the
second time this century, the Lions went
into an early, non-playoff hibernation.

“It wasn’t a good feel-
ing that our hopes for the
playoffs rested on another
team,” lineman Carson
Wheeler said. “I hope we
control our own fate this
year.”

Entering the final week,
the Lions needed four games to go a spe-
cific way, including their own.

They won. Two others went Brooks’
way as well.

The Lions turned out en masse for
Lexington at Rogers, needing Lexington
to win for Brooks to make the playoffs.
Rogers delivered the 35-18 final blow.

“My hopes went through the roof, and
then Rogers won,” running back Seth
Walton said. “It was disappointment.
Disappointing that we had to hope for
another team to get us in.”

Bowens

A week later, most of the Lions moped
while so many went through the playoffs.

“I did not watch football,” receiver/
defensive back Noah Gregg said. “Ididn’t
even want to think about it. I couldn’t. I
just wished I was playing.”

Finding inspiration for this year was
not difficult.

Last season’s 2-3 start left Brooks with
a deficit it could not erase. In a cruel
twist, at least to the Lions, Rogers made
the playoffs despite losing to Brooks.

“It was hard watching teams we know
we were better than make it, and we
didn’t,” Gregg said. “We thought we
were hitting our stride and getting better
as the season went on.”

But finding areas where the Lions need
improvement isn’t difficult. Brooks sur-
rendered 30 points per game, including
three times where the Lions were

scorched for at least 48.

“We gave up a lot of points,” Wheeler
said. “It definitely wasn’t fun.”

But the Lions say last year’s experi-
ence, which included a new coaching
staff, will help this year.

Instead of adjusting to head coach Tim
Bowens, they are already quite famil-
iar and comfortable with him and his
offense. Defensive coordinator Gavin
Wilson, who was hired a week before
school started last year, and the Lions
are more settled, too.

“It wasn’t even a week,” Bowens said
of Wilson’s start date. “It was four days
before school. Hopefully, we’ve gained a
little bit in knowing how to do it.”

The Lions, Bowens said, are still light
on upperclassmen — they have just nine

SEE BROOKS, G17
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BROOKS

From Page G16

seniors — but so many younger players
gained experience last season.

“This year, for example, we have a
sophomore who has as much experi-
ence as ajunior,” Wheeler said. “We have
depth, and we know what we’re doing.

“Iwould consider last year arebuilding
year. Everybody had to struggle through
it and learn the new system. It was almost
like a practice year for this year.”

They have big hopes for quarterback
Garrett Burrough, though Burrough was
recovering from a shoulder injury this
summer. He was due to be cleared before
the season opener.

Burrough and Hunter Himber split
time at quarterback last year with Himber
seeing most the time. But the Lions are
comfortable with Burrough.

“We’re looking forward to getting
him back,” Bowens said. “He was doing
areally good job for us and was really
operating the offense.”

It’s all geared toward making the play-
offs again. Sitting at home, the Lions say,
is unacceptable.

“Nobody on the team ever wants to go
through that feeling again,” Walton said.
“Iknow everybody is giving all they have
sowe don’t have that same outcome this
year.”

Said Gregg: “We’re going to make the
playoffs for sure, and we’re going to give
alot more effort.”

WALTON’S
AUTO SERVICE
Harold Walton - Owner
256-757-3646
Killen, Alabama

Go Lions!

554625-1

SHOALS POOLS & SPAS. II‘IG)

MAKING WAVES SINCE 1998
Area's best pool services.

256-764-9112

554628-1

GOOD LUCK

THIS SEASON

<\
SINGING RIVER

DENTISTRY

\VAVY

Healthy Smiles for a Lifetime!

Mark
Fors

Florence, Alabama

256-627- 5966
Mfors90553@aol.com
Markforsythepainting.net

556632-1

Veteran Owned
and Operated

(/)%/7/1)11/ Sﬁ;g/ "Lawn COare

Full Service Lawn Care Company

Aeration « Dethatching « Soil Conditioning « Soil Leveling
Overseeding « Fertilization « Weed Control

256-633-9444 g

willowleaflawncare.com  Willow Leaf Lawn Care [Ej

Seth Walton says last year’s no-playoff finish was a disappointment. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

BUTLER

MOTOR CO.

2912 Florence Blvd., Florence

256-764-9510

www.butlermotors.net

BROOKS
— _/__

LIONS

2023 Football Schedule

Date Opponent

Aug. 24 Colbert Co. - Thursday
Sept. 1 @ Mars Hill Bible

Sept. 8 West Morgan

Sept. 15 @ West Limestone
Sept. 22 Central-Florence

Sept. 29 OPEN

Oct. 6 East Lawrence

Oct. 13 @ Rogers

Oct. 20 @ Wilson

Oct. 27 @ Deshler

Nov. 2 Lauderdale Co. - Thursday

* Check local high schools for any updates/or changes.

Killén Drugs
tjse}th Mart

1621 Highway 72, Killen
Ph: 256-757-2166
Fax: 256-757-9580

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm ¢ Sat 8am-4pm
Trey Maharrey, Pharmacy Manager ¢ Misty Clark, PharmD

Beth Cox, PharmD ¢ Jennifer Spry, PharmD 5544921

|r|¢
pip! "‘g

- r‘.‘plr‘g

P

HVAC-DDC CONTROLS-GENERAL CONTRACTING-REFRIG
HVAC AL #02198 - REFRIG AL #50574

12647 HWY 72 WEST P.O. BOX 1048 ROGERSVILLE AL 35652

PETTUSHVAC.COM

556537-1

PHONE: (256) 389-8181 FAX: (256) 389-8182

Anita

S Correll
| 256-335-8751

sellwithcorrell@gmail.com

%> RE/MAX
Infinity

556646-1

Good
Luck
Lions!

554356-1
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Region: 4A, Region 5 2023 schedule
Region 5) ept. open ct.
. Sept. 8 at Corner  Oct. 20
AGG I ES Last 5 years: 22-31 (3 Sept. 15 Oak Grove  Oct. 27
playoff berths) Sept. 22 atCordova  Nov.3
Sept. 29 Winfield

Coach: Evan Shipp (first year)

2022 results Returning starters
Curry atRed Bay L,22-20 atDora L, 40-8 DL Conner Peoples OL-DL Jase Taylor
Dora | Corner L,52-14  Haleyville L,52-12 | QB Mason Holloway OL-DL Brodie Moody
at Haleyville | vs. Oak Grove  L,27-14  Northside L,48-0 | DB Ty Wallace OL-DL Jackson Emerson
at Northside | Cordova L,41-21  Fayette Co. L,28-8 | LB-RB Kevin McBride DB Colie Gilstrap
at Fayette Co. | at Winfield L, 52-0 (0ak Grove game played at DB Elijah Dollar LB Hayden Ables
at Curry W, 40-24  Gardendale.) LB Ty Kerr OL Braeden Wesson

OL Raden Jones OL Sam Moore

Seekmg a spark

Shipp hopes to energize

Hamilton program

By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

The Hamilton Aggies have anew coach
this season, and he came from an unlikely,
yet familiar place.

Evan Shipp takes over
from Barry Peoples,
hoping to return Hamil -
ton to the success it once
enjoyed. Shipp comes to
Hamilton from Winfield,
the Aggies’ nearest and
fiercest rival, where he
was an assistant coach.

“It was a little bit of a surprise, but at
the same time I feel like he has been good
for us,” linebacker/tight end Ty Kerr said
of Shipp’s hiring. “The mindset he brings
inis the one we need to have when we are
in the weight room and working out and
whatnot. He’s been very good for all of
us.”

Shipp replaces Peoples, who fin-
ished a three-year tenure with a 10-21
record. The Aggies were 1-9 a year ago
and have lost 16 of 17. The team hasn’t
advanced past the first round of the play-
offs since 2015 when it bowed out in the
quarterfinals.

Kerr, a senior, said there was a bit of
uncertainty heading into his final season
and undergoing a coaching change.

“There was, but at the same time I knew
they would hire the best person available
and that they definitely had the players in
mind when they were hiring,” Kerr said.
“We lucked out with coach Shipp.”

Although Shipp coached at Hamilton’s
rival, Kerr said the fact that his new head
coach isn’t from Winfield helped dis-
suade any doubts he might have had.

“He probably bought into the rivalry,
but he’s not really from there so he
doesn’t have the same ties as some of the
other coaches there do,” he said. “It was
a little easier to be like, ‘Hey, he was at
Winfield, but now he’s here.”

Shipp

-

il

{1

Braeden Wesson, Kevin McBride and Ty Kerr say new Hamilton coach Evan Shipp has impressed them. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

This is Shipp’s first head coaching job,
but he’s not coming in blind to the job.
It’s something he has been preparing
for throughout his career. His father is
a former head coach and several friends
are also head coaches. Also, he credits
Winfield head coach David McKinney
for providing guidance.

“I’ve been gathering information for a
while, so that had definitely helped make
the transition a little smoother,” Shipp
said.

Familiarity with Hamilton’s program
from a distance also helped Shipp decide
that the Aggies would be a good spot to
start his head coaching career.

“In the years I have been at Winfield,
Hamilton has always had a big line, some
skill people with some speed mixed in,”
he said. “The familiarity where the pro-
gram was from an opponent’s viewpoint

really kind of helped me feel alittle more
comfortable in what I was applying for.”

Shipp said at his first team meeting,
there were a lot of “wide eyes.”

“I don’t really remember what I said,
but Ijust kind of 1aid out what the expec-
tation was going to be and how I want to
get back to the winning tradition. I didn’t
lay it all out there on how we were going
todothat, but I gave them some informa-
tion on what the plan was.”

Kevin McBride, a senior running back/
linebacker, loves the way Shipp pushed
the Aggies in summer workouts.

“He’s only been here a short time and
we’ve already learned a lot about hard
work and what it takes to be a winner,”
McBride said. “He has more experience
winning than I do, so he knows what he
is talking about.”

McBride pinpoints Hamilton’s

downturn as “having lost sight of
success.”

“I think we got too busy focusing on
personal stats and we lost that hard work
and drive that it takes to win,” he said.

Shipp said support from the adminis-
tration down made Hamilton the right
situation for him.

“It’s been a couple of rough years, so I
just want to bring in a few new ideas and
new blood and hopefully we can get thigs
back headed in the right direction,” Shipp
said.

Braeden Wesson, a senior offensive
lineman, said it is important for this
year’s teamto set the tone for the future.

“Anything is better than1-9,” he said.
“I think we are going to do pretty good
this year. That way the our underclass-
men will know how they need to work to
keep the program successful.”
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Region: 3A, Region 8 2023 schedul
I_AU D ERDAI_E Zgzgéo:at_:ord: ?—g5l (Eg-l Aug. 24 Tanners ‘ gct!lse
COUNTY 520 (5 |Sepis  atClamens oct2D
playoff berths) §§S§ B a cmﬁlek.'»c“ o Nov2
T I G E RS Sept. 29 Lexington

Lets get physmal

Tigers embrace
tradition of
toughness

By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

A survey of what defines Lauderdale
County football probably would reveal
a two-word response: toughness and
physicality.

Sure, lots of teams try
to make that claim, but
fall short when it gets
down to the nitty-gritty.
The Tigers embrace their
toughness and physical-
ity. There’s not a lot of
trickery in their offense
— their goal is to move the defense off
the ball and get the tough yards when
needed. Defensively, they want to over-
power the opposing offense.

It’s been that way for several genera-
tions of players at Lauderdale County,
dating to the days of Earl Grisham and
before. You might say it is in their genes.

“They believe in what we are doing,”
coach Jeff Mason, himself a throwback to
old-school football, said. “A lot of their
parents played at Lauderdale County. A
lot of them grew up watching football at
Lauderdale County and saw the success

Mason

Coach: Jeff Mason (eighth season, 51-30)

TimesDaily | Saturday, August 19,2023 G19
2022 results Returning starters

Phil Campbell at Tanner W, 54-30  at Phil Campbell W, 36-12  Skylar Tucker Micah Christensen
open | Rogers L,24-13  Mars Hill Bible L, 38-0 Hudson Lash Chase Belue

at Mars Hill B|ble Clements W, 49-6 at Colbert Hts. W, 34-0 | Jaxson Lovelace John David Mason

Colbert Heights | at Elkmont W, 58-0 Brooks L,28-7 | Jackson Hamm Hayden Davis
at Brooks | Colbert Co. W, 29-0 Vinemont W, 41-7 Braxton Rose Will Brown

at Lexington L,14-13  at Gordo L, 44-14  Tuck Green Brodie Rose

Braxton Rose, Jaxson Lovelace, Micah Christensen and John David Mason expect a 14th straight playoff appearance for Lauderdale County. [DAN
BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

other teams have had doing that.

“It’s sort of abadge of honor for these
guys,” Mason said. “We don’t even have
to talk about it a lot. They just take that

mentality and have pride in being physi-
cal and being able to run the ball when we
want to. And they take pride in defense
and get just as excited over a big tackle

or a big block.”
John David Mason, the coach’s son and

SEE TIGERS, G31

LAUDERDALE GOUNTY TIGERS

Barnett Drugs
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Region: 2A, Region 8 2023 schedule
I.EXI NGTON 2022 record: 9-3 (6-0 éugE 215 ColberttHs_ight; 8CE' (133
2A, Region 8) ept. at Pisga ct.
GOLDEN LastSyears: 22312 |Sefrls  “open octr
playoff berths) Sept. 22 at Tharptown  Nov. 3

Coach: Blake Killen Sept. 29 at Lauderdale Co.

(first season at
Lexington; third year overall, 10-11)

BEARS

QQA!‘

2022 results
at Falkville at Colbert Hts. W, 34-0 at Tanner
Tanner | Pisgah L,29-28 Hatton
at Hatton | at Red Bay W, 40-14  Sheffield
at Sheffield | Tharptown W, 53-18  at Rogers
Rogers | Lauderdale Co. W, 14-13  N. Sand Mtn.
Falkville W, 40-33  Tuscaloosa Aca.

Golden opp ortulty

LEXINGTON

LEXiNGTON

Lexington’s Braden Allen, Wyatt Prado and Luke Brannon say the Golden Bears have high expectations, even with a new coach. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

little different. It will
likely sound a little dif-
ferent, too.

Gone is Jason Lard,
his boisterous person-
ality and array of quotes
after he decided to retire
in April following 13 sea-
sons with the Golden Bears.

Blake Killen. You’re up.

“T'm walking into a great situation,”

Even with new
coach, expectations
high for Lexington

By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Killen

The Lexington sideline will look a

said Killen, who like Lard is a Lexington
graduate. “... Ithink our guys expect to
win. I expect to win. Winning is always
better than losing. ... We’ve got guys
who have been in the battles. We’ve got
alot of returning starters. We have alot
of returning touchdowns and produc-
tion. So, for me, I feel really good about
it. We have a chance to be good.
“From my point of view, expectations
are high and our team’s expectations

Returning starters
OL Walker Doss TE-LB Sean Starkey
OL Luke Brannon DL Trey Cole
DL Parker Cole
LB Jake Lard
S Braden Allen

OL Mick Underwood
SB-CB Wyatt Prado
RB Byron Lane
WR-S Noah Lemay

1gn o
—
=

are high.”

Perhaps rightfully so.

The Golden Bears’ nine wins last
season were the program’s most since
2009 (10-2). They won their first
region title also since 2009. They won
their first playoff game since 2016.
Their three losses? By one, 17 and three
points.

SEE LEXINGTON, G21
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LEXINGTON

From Page G20

There’s also the matter of having
seven starters coming back on both
offense and defense, even while having
anew starting quarterback.

“I think with the players we’re bring-
ing back, I think the expectations are
that we're going to be pretty success-
ful,” receiver and defensive back Wyatt
Prado said. “Even with a new coach,
we’re going to be running a similar
offense and defense which should help
us out.”

Another region title was thrown out
for what the minimum should be.

Still, there is still the matter of anew
coach and learning how he operates
both during practices and games. And
so far, so good.

“T think it’s been great,” offensive
lineman and linebacker Luke Brannon
said. “I think it’s been really positive
and really impactful. Coach Killen is a
little more laid back. But he’s done a
great job of just rallying us up.”

It’s been part of Killen’s plan to try
to get to know a little more about his
players outside of what they’re able
to do on the football field. Open com-
munication being one of the important
factors to help Lexington get to where
it wants to go.

“I've watched alot of film on them, so
I knew what they can do football-wise
and how they fit there,” Killen said.
“But it’s about learning about them as
people and what their interests are and

e 'E’ts.mf"

Braden Allen is expected to be Lexington’s starting quarterback this year. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

how you can coach them. There’s some
that you can coach hard and others you
can’t. And then I’ve been open about
my coaching background and what my
expectations are.”

Now, it’s just time to see what the

Golden Bears can do when it comes
time for the opening kickoff.
It will certainly be a little different.
“We’re pretty confident,” Prado
said. “But I feel like if you’re not ner-
vous for the beginning of any season,

Wyatt Prado and Lexington hope to haul ina
second straight region championship this year.
[KEVIN TAYLOR/TIMESDAILY]

there’s probably something wrong.”
David Glovach can be reached at

david.glovach@timesdaily.com or on
Twitter @DavidGlovach
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~ Region: 4A, Region 7 2023 schedule 2022 results
2022 record: 7-4 (4-3 4A, Aug. 25 Haleyville Oct.6 at Central at Haleyville (ot W, 16-10  at Brooks
ROG ERS Region 7) Aug.31  Lauderdale Co. Oct. 13 Brooks | at Lauderdale Co.W, 24-13  at Deshler
Last 5 years: 24-30 (4 playoff Sept.8 at East Lawrence  Oct. 20 Deshler | East Lawrence W, 42-7 West Limestone
PI RAT ES years: play Sept. 15 atWilson ~ Oct.27 at West Limestone | Wilson W,62-20  Lexington
berths) Sept.22  WestMorgan  Nov.3 at Lexington | at West Morgan L,35-16  at Randolph
Sept. 29 open Central W, 41-21

Coach: Daniel Garrett (third season at
Rogers, 12-10; fourth year overall, 18-14)

Lee McCain, Tyson Wood and Hunter Fish hope Rogers can improve on last year’s seven-win season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

it has always been done.”

“I think that’s the
dumbest thing ever,”
Rogers’ third-year coach
said.

The phrase came up
while Garrett was detail-
ing a new app the Pirates
coaches have been using to monitor their
players’ habits — from sleep, weight

Innovative Pirates
follow Garrett’s lead

By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

Garrett

Rogers coach Daniel Garrett is not a big
fan of the phrase “because that’s the way

and nutrition to how they are feeling on
a given day. It’s an effort, Garrett said,
that helps Rogers coaches do abetter job.

“We’ve invested in a lot of technol-
ogy to find out that information where
they sign in every day and they tell how
they feel, how many hours of sleep they
got or if something is going on in their
life,” Garrett explained. “And if they
got alow feeling on that, then we know

Returning starters

L,24-21  WR Lincoln Peoples LB Quint Smith
L,35-13 | OL Hunter Fish LB Lee McCain
W, 49-28 | OL Ethan Zahnd DB Brodie Chandler
W, 35-18 | OL Easton Bradley DL Carter Burgess
, 5

Keeping track

immediately we need to check on them.
And we need to make sure everything’s
OK.”

That information, Garrett said, is
paramount to their approach to coach-
ing individual players.

“If they screw up on something and
we just sit there and blast them, well, we

SEE PIRATES, G23
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PIRATES

From Page G22

don’t really know what’s going on in their
life,” he said. “By using this technology,
it can help with that. We’re always trying
to invest and find ways to be better, the
ways of doing it just because that’s the
way it’s always been done. I hate that
saying. We’re always trying to evolve
and use whatever resources we can find
to help us be better.”

Offensive lineman Hunter Fish said he
didn’t view the app as being intrusive.

“It’s just something you're supposed
to do,” he said. “Coach said it is some-
thing to help us and to help him coach
us better.”

Players said using the app is not a
time-consuming ordeal. They enter
certain information — like how many
hours of sleep they got, how they slept,
how much they weigh, etc. It then pro-
duces areport.

“It’s perfectly fine with me,” line-
backer Lee McCain said. “It only takes
aminute to scan the code and do it. It’s
probably best for me anyway, like how I
slept and how long I slept. If my weight
is below what it should be, it lets me
know what I need to do. I thought it was
apretty good idea.”

McCain said by monitoring his sleep
habits, he has gotten into a better routine
— sleeping, staying hydrated. And, he
understands that his information helps
Garrett coach him better.

“A hundred percent,” McCain said.
“It’s like if he says if I go to sleep at 9

GOOD LUCK
THIS SEASEN

T

CHILDREN’'S DENTISTRY

555790-1

Daniel Garrett enters his third season as head coach at Rogers. [KEVIN TAYLOR/TIMESDAILY]

o’clock and then wake up at 8, that’s well
rested. But if I’'m going to bed at 1 and
waking up at 6, then they can know I'm
not sleeping good. So, if I'm messing up,
they need to try to find a way to get me
to stay focused for the amount of time
we’re here.

Sophomore Tyson Wood, who takes
over at quarterback for Brock Killen, said
he was skeptical of the app at first, but
then settled into the routine.

“Tt’s helped alot,” he said. “It just lets
you know when you need to go to sleep
and if your sleep schedule is bad, it lets
you know. Stuff like that.”

Garrett has settled in nicely as he
begins his third year. The Pirates, 7-4
last season, have been to the playoffs in

ROGERS

both his seasons, and although he has
toreplace seven starters on offense and
defense, he is confident he has players to
do that with little or no dropoff.

“The biggest growth we have had since
I have been here is our belief,” he said.
“We're still working on that every day
because that is something that could
disappear in the snap of a finger. We are
constantly finding ways to create that
belief.”

Garrett likes the team dynamic, noting
that the roster includes a variety of per-
sonalities, backgrounds and talent. The
Pirates also got a boost from an addi-
tion. Damien Thompson, who was an
All-State player the last two seasons at
Mars Hill, joined the team in late July.

PIRATES

“Even though we’re younger, we have
avery unique dynamic in our locker room
that might not have ever been this way
before at Rogers,” he said. “To me, that
makes things fun.

“I’m very excited to see what we can
accomplish because like I said, we’re
young, but we are talented. Andit’sjusta
daily process of showing up and commit
to do what I need to do, do my job, and
try tofind joy in that process to where we
can get better at it every day.”

McCain said Garrett has reinvigorated
the program since his arrival.

“He’s brought energy into the pro-
gram,” McCain said. “Now, people want
to be here. He cares about us more than
anything.”

STy
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Region: 4A, Region 7 2023 schedule
WI I.S 0 N 2022 record: 1-9 (1-6 éug. 25 colb He_ltthon 8ct. 63

4A, Region 7) ept. 1 at Colbert Heights  Oct. 1
N Sept. 8 at Central  Oct. 20
w ARRI 0 RS Last 5 years: 8-40 (0 | 5oy 15 Rogers  Oct, 27

playoff berths) Sept. 22 at Deshler  Nov. 3

Sept. 29 open

Coach: Trey Lane (first year)

Everett Roberson, Gage Wilson, Reth Jones and Clifford Stevens say new Wilson coach Trey Lane quickly fit in with the Warriors. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

done.

Trey Lane, the War-
riors’ first-year coach,
hung back for a minute
to catch up with Kenny
Morson, his former boss
at Florence. Morson

The Wilson football team had already asked how Lane’s first
left the Florence Sportsplex, its day at few months at his new job had been
North Alabama’s 7-on-7 tournament going.

Warriors getting fresh
perspective with new coach

By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Lane

2022 results Returning starters
West Limestone  at Hatton L,30-19 atW. Limestone L,34-26 DB Isaac Ray LB Dawson Wills
East Lawrence | Colbert Heights L,19-18  atE.Lawrence W, 33-21 | WR Reth Jones OL Carter Daugherty
Brooks | Central L,45-14  at Brooks L, 38-13 | DB Jordan Steele OL Tripp Stevens
at West Morgan | at Rogers L,62-20  West Morgan L, 61-0 WR Braxton Glaze DB Everett Roberson
at Lawrence Co. | Deshler L,55-13  Lawrence Co. L, 28-27 | LB Preston Nippers

And then, as if right on cue, one of
Florence’s players stuck his head out
the bus window, caught sight of Lane.
A yell of excitement followed and he
motioned for Lane to come over and
say hi.

It’s the kind of thing Lane is now
trying to build at his first head coach-
ing job.

“I think it’s a good fit,” Wilson

receiver Reth Jones said. “It’s really
great how well he gets his message
across. It’s a fresh new start. It’s very
refreshing.”

It might be what the Warriors need
for a program that has struggled to find
much success in recent seasons.

Wilson enters 2023 coming off of

SEE WARRIORS, G25
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WARRIORS

From Page G24

three straight 1-9 campaigns. The last
time the Warriors finished with a win-
ning record was 2017 when they went
10-2. That’s the last time they made
the playoffs. It’s also more wins than
they’ve managed the last five years
combined — an 8-40 mark, overall.

It’s certainly a tall task. So, any
apprehension?

“There’s not,” Lane said. “I was
a volunteer coach there early in my
career when I first started out. It's a
fantastic community. It’s got really
good people. It’s got kids there who
are good enough to win football games.
I don’t think that’s going to be an
issue.

“Scott Brown was successful there.
Chris Balentine had some success, all
the way back to David Winborn. It is
possible to be successful there. It just
has to be done the right way and it has
to be done in a specific way, a physical
brand of football.”

And that started early with some
spring practice, where there was an
emphasis put on not only a new offen-
sive and defensive scheme, but on some
different techniques, too.

A premium was also put on con-
ditioning. That was probably the
roughest part in the beginning.

“Qur practices were 90 minutes
non-stop,” offensive lineman Clifford
Stevens said. “So, it was preparing us
to get our bodies up to speed to be able

foe.

Gage Wilson says the Wilson Warriors are
“looking at things in a new light and a new
perspective.” [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

torun play after play after play and not
have to worry about getting winded or
anything. That was rough for the first
few days.”

But it’s things Wilson believes will
helplead to abetter outcome than what
the program has become accustomed
to.

“I think it’ll be different,” safety
Everett Roberson said. “We’re merging

2.

Gdidas

WILSOV

Isaac Ray and the Wilson Warriors are optimistic

pretty good right now and we have a
pretty good connection between the
different pieces. We know we have one
job to do and we just have to focus on
that.”

Sometimes a new start can make all
the difference. The Warriors will soon
find out if that’s the case.

“I think we’re encouraged,”

WILSON WARR mnfs

under new coach Trey Lane.

quarterback Gage Wilson said.
think with coach Lane coming in,
team chemistry changing, we’re look-
ing at things in a new light and a new
perspective.”

David Glovach can be reached at
david.glovach@timesdaily.com or on
Twitter @DavidGlovach
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CENTRAL
WILDCATS

Central hopes
to continue its
past success

By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

For many programs, losing
16 starters, including 14 seniors
from a playoff team, would
cause a coach to try something
new.

Not at Central.

Now entering
his 13th season
as head coach,
Heath Wood
has seen a lot of
teamsrun alot of
different offen-
sive schemes
over the years.
The Wildcats, however, will
be running the Wing-T, some-
thing with which they are quite
familiar.

“We are a Wing-T team,”
Wood said. “That is our iden-
tity and what we will continue
todo.”

It’s hard to argue with the
strategy. Central is seeking a
fourth straight winning season
and a sixth straight trip to the
playoffs.

Running back Hunter Palmer,
who rushed for more than 1,300
yards and 17 touchdowns a year
ago, said having so many new
starters is not such a big deal
since certain foundations have
been in place for so long.

“It’s just second nature at
this point,” the junior said.
“We have all played Wing-T
since we were little so we know
and understand what we are
trying to do. Everyone has their
favorite plays. Ilike running the

Wood

Region: 4A, Region 7 2023 schedule 2022 results

2022 record: 6-5 (4-3 4A, Aug. 25 open Oct.6 Rogers at East Limestonel, 35-32  at Deshler L, 45-21

Region 7) Sept.1  Eastlimestone Oct.13 Deshler | at Wilson W, 45-14  West Limestone W, 35-28

Last 5 years: 29-26 (5 play- Sept. 8 Wilson Oct 20 at West Limestone | West Morgan L, 42-0 at East LawrenceW, 49-6
y . play Sept 15 at West Morgan  Oct. 27 East Lawrence | Brooks W, 35-28  Ardmore W, 49-41

off berths) Sept. 22 at Brooks  Nov. 3 at Ardmore | Westminster-Hsv. W, 70 69 at Priceville L, 49-28

Coach: Heath Wood (13th Sept 29 at Westminster-Hsv. at Rogers L, 41-

season, 71-60)

ng—T praer

Returning starters
RB Hunter Palmer
RB Bryant Hanback
QB Jackson Brewer

DT Wyatt Davis
OL John Hulsizer

Hunter Palmer, Jackson Brewer and Bryant Hanback hope to lead Central to a fourth straight winning season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

buck.”

Wood said the team as a whole
has bought in to the system,
which has created opportuni-
ties to be successful.

“Hunter had a great season
last year,” Wood said. “He has
alot of ability but he will also be
the first guy to give credit to the
offensive line and be thankful

for the work that they put in.”
“Putting inthe work” is some-
thing Wood said the entire team
has done during the offseason.
“We graduated alot of guys so
we know we have alot of holes
to fill,” he said. “The players
have been working really hard in
the offseason and I feel like we
have some guys who are ready

to step up and full those holes.”

Central returns just two full -
time starters on defense and
four on offense. Junior Bryant
Hanback is one of those return-
ees who believes in the “next
man up” attitude.

“We’ve all been playing since
we were little,” the linebacker/
fullback said. “When you are a

freshman, you might be more
of arole player. Now you are
expected to play a bigger role
as aleader.”

Quarterback Jackson Brewer
credits the past Central teams
for setting a standard for cur-
rent and future Central teams.

SEE CENTRAL, G27
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Central quarterback Jackson Brewer says
previous teams set high expectations for the
Wildcats. [PHOTOS BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

GENTRAL

From Page G26

“I think the teams in the past have just
set a good example to follow,” Brewer
said. “It’s just what is expected of us.
When I was younger, I1ooked up to the
seniors and I wanted to be like them.
Now here I am. I want to do whatever
it takes for the team to win.”

Brewer added that while current
upperclassmen have taken over leader-
ship roles, several newcomers are also
doing their part.

“We have some new wide receivers
coming in who will help us a lot,” he
said. “Ilike plays where I have different
options as a quarterback. I canread the
defense and try to take what it gives us.”

Having a senior-heavy team may
have contributed to Central winning
alot of close games last year. Palmer
added that showing up in the weight

ROTO-
ROOTER.

PLUMBERS

256-766-9881

256-383-2555

Central’s Hunter Palmer ran for over 1,300 yards and 17 touchdowns last season.

room was also a huge factor. The Wild-
cats went 3-1in games decided by seven
points or less.

“We are in good shape, which really
pays off in the fourth quarter,” Palmer
said. “Alot of teams would get tired late
in games and we were able to make plays
down the stretch.”

Wood agreed and added that this

summer was no different when it came
time for his team to hit the weights.
“We were able to win a lot of close
games because of our conditioning but
I'think this year’s group is very similar,”
said Wood. “They have stepped up and
have done a great job in the weight room
and have done everything that they
have needed to do. They are hungry. It

GENTRAL WILDCATS
GOOD LUCK

[[HIISISEASO/N

T
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555775-1

is there time and they know it.”

Wood said expectations remain high
at Central.

“Every year is different,” he said.
“Last year is last year. We are all about
focusing on this season and what we
need to do in order to be successful. Our
goal every year is to try to get into the
playoffs. That has not changed.”

DAVID GIFFORD
AGENT

10380 Highway 20
Florence, AL 35633

256-767-2218
jgifford@alfains.com

556846-1

AUTO « HOME « LIFE

www.Alfalnsurance.com

554403-1

Good Luck Wildcats!
FARMERS AND
MERCHANTS BANK

EACH DEPOSITOR INSURED TO $250,000
FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION
MEMBER FDIC =Y

Central Heights |

556573-1

Waterloo
256-760-0909 256-766-2579
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Region: 1A, Region 8 2023 schedule
W ATERI_ 0 0 2022 record: 4-5 (3-4 ts\ugE 215 taé Erillila(mt gcg. ?3
1A, Region 8) ept. at Cherokee ct.
LastSyears: 0233 | S0L%, o o
COUGARS playoff berths) Sept. 22 Addison  Nov.3
Coach: Jeremiah Sept. 29 Sheffield

Stricklin (second season, 4-5)

2022 results Returning starters
Hackleburg Brilliant W, 53-8 at Hackleburg L, 46-16 RB-LB Corbyn Gallagher ~ FB-DE Kaden Benson
open | Cherokee W, 60-14  at Phillips L, 56-26 | TE-LB Nickolas Kavich WR-S Braylan McMulle
Phillips | Meek L,38-12  Shoals Chr. W, 38-6 | C-DE Brycen Wilkerson CB Draven Holcombe
at Shoals Chr. | at Addison L, 69-0 at Vina W, 46-8
Vina | at Sheffield L, 43-14

On the hunt

Cougars have sights set
on reaching playofts

By David Glovach
Sports Writer

The Waterloo contingent looks up and
down its upcoming schedule and then
turns its attention to last year’s.

= It doesn’t take long for
the players assembled to
start nitpicking different
games, particularly the
five straight losses book-
ended by two two-game
win streaks.

This season, they
believe, can be a little bit different.

“Idon’t see why we can’t have a win-
ning record and make the playoffs,”
linebacker and running back Corbyn
Gallagher said.

The Cougars will see if they can make
that happen in Jeremiah Stricklin’s
second year in charge. The program has
only had four winning seasons since
being reestablished in 2006. Three of
those happened in 2018-20. The other
in2007.

First, it’s about making sure Water-
loo finds a little more balance — on the
scoreboard.

In the Cougars’ five losses, they lost
each game by at least three touchdowns.
In their four wins, they won by at least
three touchdowns.

Stricklin

“(Stricklin) definitely hates to lose a
lot more than other coaches,” tight end
and defensive end Nickolas Kavich said.
“He’s definitely straightforward and will
tell you what you’re doing wrong.”

The key to avoiding that if you’re
Waterloo? Make sure one is well versed

WATERLOO COUGARS

Waterloo’s Nickolas Kavich, Corbyn Gallagher and Kaden Benson have optimism entering this season.

on his assignments on both sides of the
ball.

“The chances of only playing one spot
are very little,” Kavich said. “There are
some games where you might come off
for special teams.”

Added running back and linebacker

GOOD LUCK

THIS SEASON

/‘_

o Good Luck Cougars!!]

)

GINESIS

2501 County Road 8 * Waterloo, Al 35677

5546331
5557731

CHILDREN'S DENTISTRY

256-767-8256 * www.ginesis.com

Good
Luck
Couga

. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

n

Kaden Benson: “We’re only coming out
if we’re winning or losing pretty bad.”

Being well conditioned helps as well.

That’s taken care of through vari-
ous workouts — “constantly running”

SEE COUGARS, G53

Good Luck Cougars!
FARMERS AND
MERCHANTS BANK
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Region: 4A, Region 5 2023 schedule 2022 results Returning starters
2022 recor&. 6-5 (6-1 4A Aug. 25 at Rogers  Oct. 6 at Oak Grove  Rogers (0T)L,16-10  Curry W, 46-6  WRBrett Coleman DL Andrew Barton
H ALEYVI LLE : . * | Sept. 1 Winfield  Oct. 13 at Curry | at Winfield L,28-19 atHamilton W, 52-12 | WREvan Cagle DL Wilson Frazier
Region 5) Sept. 8 atCordova  Oct. 20 Hamilton | Cordova W,45-41  atCorner (OT) W, 49-42 | WR Cooper McNutt DL Blade McDonald
Last 5 years: 24-29 (2 Sept. 15 atDora Oct.27 Corner | Dora L,21-12  atWest Morgan L,55-38 | OL Brock Rushing LB Clay Price
LIONS playoff appearances) Sept. 22 Northside ~ Nov. 3 West Morgan | at Northside ~ W, 35-27  Oneonta L,56-14 | OL Landon Lovett LB Jackson Kutis
Coach: Bo Culver (second Sept. 29 open Oak Grove W, 60-29 OL Brock Yea:jger" LB Fisher McCombs
A . OL Mason Tidwe DB Reece McNutt
season of current stint, 6-5; fifth season at OLTE Grayson Goddard DB Haydyn Ramos

Haleyville, 31-15; 12th year overall, 69-55)

New connection

Coleman, Lions
hunting for
even bigger year

By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

The phrase both made him smile and
ticked him off.

N

-~

Brett Coleman drew a
small sense of pride and a
major sense of disrespect.

Sure, it was an accolade
— but a small one com-
pared to what Coleman
wanted.

It drove him through
the winter, into the spring and down
through the summer, looking to erase
two words from the honor he had as a
junior.

The Haleyville receiver, rather than be
All-State honorable mention, wants to
be simply All-State.

“I’'m shooting to be even better,”
Coleman said. “It was still an accom-
plishment instead of being just
all-region, but I want to get to All-State.

“Honorable mention isn’t good
enough.”

Coleman takes to heart the definition
of “honorable mention.” It means he fell
short of All-State. It means he wasn’t
good enough.

Despite 66 catches for 1,083 yards
and 11 touchdowns as a junior, Coleman
wants more as a senior. And to do more
than just be honorably mentioned.

“I want to get 2,000 yards, close to
2,000,” Coleman said. “Maybe 1,500.”

It’s aheady goal, but the Lions say it’s
not a pie-in-the-sky dream.

Coleman’s breakout season led to
some intense work over the offseason,
which led to a few extra pounds, a few
more moves and a bit more speed.

More than just his personal stats,

Culver

Haleyville running back Haydyn Ramos (left) says he expects a big season from receiver Brett Cole-
man (right) and all of the Lions. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Coleman and the Lions want more wins,
too.

“We were happy for him to be hon-
orable mention,” running back Haydyn
Ramos said. “But I know he wants more.
We all want more, and the team doing
well is all that matters.”

Haleyville is coming off a 6-5 season

in coach Bo Culver’s “debut” season.
Culver, a previous Haleyville coach,
returned to the Lions a year ago.

A new offense led to Coleman’s big
season.

More run-oriented before, Haleyville
moved to a fast-paced well-rounded
attack. A year later, the Lions have a

year’s experience with it.

“Switching from a Wing-T and a
bang-bang-bang Wing-T, to what we
do is a big difference,” Culver said.
“With all our kids, the second year in the
system is typically a solid year. Every-
body knows what’s going on.”

So, the potential is there for Coleman,
though he’ll have a new guy throwing
him the ball.

“I think he can be really stinking
good,” Culver said. “He’s gained 20
pounds, and it’s not 20 pounds of bad
weight. It’s really good weight. He’s
worked really, really hard.

“For a kid who was already tall, fast
and could jump, he is faster, taller and
can jump higher.”

Colemanis 6-3 right now. Still grow-
ing? “Yes, but I'm starting to level out,”
he said.

But this year’s quarterback won’t
have as close of a tie with Coleman.

Matthew Coleman is now at Missis-
sippi College. Junior Evan Cagle, who
started at receiver last year, takes over.

“It will be a big change, because
Evan is not as (quick) on his feet as my
brother,” Brett Coleman said. “My
brother could run and pass. Evan is more
of a passer, not runner.”

But the Lions have confidence in
Cagle, and Culver said Cagle will grow
into the job.

“Big brother is not playing quarter-
back,” Culver said. “At the same time,
the kid who is playing quarterback for
us was with us last year.”

The Lions will have Ramos, who is
drawing rave reviews from Culver, and
all of last year’s offensive line back.

“Idon’t know if, in one year, I've seen
a kid make as much physical develop-
ment as he has,” Culver said of Ramos.

Haleyville hopes the returning experi-
ence allows the Lions to avoid last year’s
slow start. Haleyville opened 1-3 before
winning five straight.

“We got a streak going,” Ramos said.
“Welost it at the end, but maybe we can
get it going again.”
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MARS HILL
PANTHERS

Coach: Darrell Higgins (eighth season,

68-24)

Region: 3A, Region 8 2023 schedule
2022 record: 10-2 (6-0 Aug.24 at Cullmili(n Oct. 6
3A, Region 8) Sept. 1 Brooks  Oct. 13
X Sept.8  Colbert Heights  Oct. 20
Last 5 years: 61-10 (5 seBt. 15 at Clements  Oct. 27
playoff berths) Sept. 22 Elkmont  Nov. 3
Sept. 29 Russellville

2022 results
at Colbert Co. Cullman L,13-10  Colbert Co.
at Phil Campbell | at Brooks W, 64-35  Phil Campbell
Lauderdale Co. | at Colbert Hts. W, 56-6 at Lauderdale Co.
at Scottsboro | Clements W, 52-8 Linden
open | at Elkmont W, 69-8 Danville
at Russellville W, 31-30  at Geraldine

Griffin Hanson, JO Owens and Jay Dobbs are looking to help Mars Hill rediscover football playoff success. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Panthers seeking return
of long playoft run

By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Griffin Hanson, Jay Dobbs and JO
Owens looked at one another for a

moment, each waiting for
the others to speak first.

The question had been
pondering amongst the
Mars Hill football team
throughout the offseason.

The goal? Pretty simple,
they said.

“I think we all know what our goal is

Higgins

and that’s a state championship,” said
Hanson, the team’s quarterback. “I
don’t think we have a number (of wins)
inmind, it’s just to be our best each week
and see what happens.”

Such is the case for a program used to
winning as of late.

The Panthers are seeking their sixth
straight 10-win season. They compiled

Returning starters
W,35-0  OL Gunnar Kirchharr QB-DB Griffin Hanson
W, 56-0 | OL Jackson Lowery WR-DB Tanner Caudle
W, 38-0 OL Jack Irby LB Cam Isbell
W, 35-6 | TE Cannon Pigg DB Aiden Kennedy
W, 62-7 WB Hudson Higgins DE Jay Grant
L,17-14  FB-LB Jay Dobbs DE Skyler Sterling

RB-OLB JO Owens P Aiden Kennedy

18 playoff wins the last four years. They
wereranked No. 1in Class 3A — their first
year in the classification — for most of last
season. With enough success, they will
soon find themselves bumped up to 4A.
And yet, Mars Hill is seeking to get back
to its first title game after a two-year

SEE PANTHERS, G32
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TIGERS

From Page G19

alinebacker/lineman, said physical play
is a source of pride among the players.

“Our toughness is what makes Lau-
derdale County football special,” he
said. “I think we are one of the only
teams around here that hits in full pads
every day. That toughness is what pays
off on Friday night when we are able to
play four quarters.”

It helps that the Tigers traditionally
have had success using that formula.
Lauderdale County has made 13 straight
playoff appearances dating to 2010 and
hasbeen to the postseason 19 of the past
23 seasons. A Mason-coached team is

7-for-7in qualifying for the playoffs.

“They are tough, physical, hard-nosed
kids,” Jeff Mason said. “They love Lau-
derdale County and the town. They take
pride in playing football there. You see
that every day.”

Senior running back Braxton Rose
might be the poster child for Lauder-
dale County’s toughness. He tore his
ACL before last season, but returned in
time to play in the last few games. The
averagerecovery time from ACL surgery
is 8-10 months.

“I came back in three months and 10
(days) after surgery,” he said. “Pretty
crazy.”

Missing being on the field with his
teammates likely speeded up Rose’s
recovery time. He was back in the lineup

for the eighth game.

“When you are out there and watch-
ing everybody, you just miss it so much,”
Rose said. “People tell you that after you
graduate and it’s gone, you are going to
miss it so much. I got that sense from
watching on the sideline.”

Rose said the upside of watching the
game from the sideline is that he sees the
game differently and expects it to help
him now that he is fully recovered from
his knee injury.

“Everything happens so fast when
you are out there running the ball,” Rose
said. “Watching other people do it, you
see how the line moves and it creates a
totally different vision.”

Senior running back Micah Chris-
tensen said there’s a reason the Tigers

are known for their toughness.

“We just work harder than everyone
else,” he said. “We are known for how
physical we play and how hard we work.
How tough we are. That’s just what the
County’s known for.”

And while Mason and the Tigers hang
their hats on the run game, quarterback
Jaxson Lovelace expects to throw a little
more than in the past. He’s spent time
in the offseason bonding with his new
receivers.

“It’s important because you can read
them alittle better when you get in the
games,” he said. “You just get a better
feel for what they are going to do.”

“I think we threw for 1,100 or 1,200
yards last year,” Mason said. “We’ll
throw it when we can.”

@ﬂA MM )

Proud supporter
of Mars Hill
Bible School

(256) 764-7386

www.jchamm.com )
f - AL LIC 83391 §

MARS HILL PANTHERS

4185 HUNTSVILLE RD.
FLORENCE, AL 35630

ROEK
WARD

101 WILSON DAM ROAD
FLORENCE, AL 35630

286.712.94381

greenvalleynurseries.com

£56577-1

@ Date Opponent

_g Aug. 24 @ Cullman -- Thursday
@® Sept. 1 Brooks

S Sept.8 Colbert Heights
o Sept. 15 @ Clements

= Sept. 22 Elkmont

2 Sept. 29 Russellville

o Oct. 6 @ Colbert Co.
L© Oct.13 @ Phil Campbell
e Oct. 20 Lauderdale Co.
& Oct. 27 @ Scottsboro
Al Nov. 3 OPEN

* Check local high schools for any updates/or changes.

GO PANTHERS!

BERT

BRETHERICK
2912 Hough Rd,
Florence, AL 35630

(256) 764-2241

www.agentbert.com

o StateFarm®

5544851
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Healthy Smiles for a Lifetime!
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(256) 383-8158

| 504648-1
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Hubbard
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FIVE GUYS
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2881 Florence Blvd, Florence
(256) 349-2058 Ei
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“ Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Susan Morris
256-366-4429

susanmorris@remax.net
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1661 S. Wilson Dam Road e Muscle Shoals

554365-1

HNSON PASEUR
&MEDLEY LLC

Florence, AL | 256-766-3131% j

1847 N Wood Ave., Florence * www.johnsonpaseural.com
Knowledgeable Help. Hard Working Representation.
Personal Injury, Family Law, Estate, Criminal,
Contract Law, Business Law.

**No representation is made that the qualy of lega services performed s reater than the qualty oflegal servics performed by oher lawyers ™
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PANTHERS

From Page G30

absence, something that hasn’t been
looked fondly upon. The Panthers made
three straight from 2018-20, including
driving back to Florence with the blue
map trophy two of those years. Last
season, Mars Hill suffered a second-
round playoff exit with a 17-14 loss to
Geraldine.

“We spend a large part of the year
ranked No. 1in the state and that means
absolutely nothing and, for us, it’s about
what we do in the postseason,” coach
Darrell Higgins said. “We’re not at all
satisfied with the way we finished up
last year. Hopefully, we’ve done a lot
of things to improve and be better than
that.

“We’ve needed to get tougher. Not
just physically, but mentally tougher.
Ultimately, the reason we got beat was
not atalent problem. The team that beat
us was tougher than us.”

That’s been a focus during summer
workouts, made up of various circuits
to put the players in some uncomfort -
able situations to see how they’ll react.

The worst?

“Probably sled pushes,” Owens, a
running back and linebacker, said with
a grin. “It’s always towards the end (of
the day) when it gets hot.”

But the belief is it will help lead to the
results the Panthers want. After all, they
know they’re the team everyone on their
schedule wants to beat. It does come
with the territory.

“I think in Lauderdale County, there’s
been two state champions since 1973
and both have been Mars Hill,” Higgins
said. “And so, that puts a target on you.
Everyone wants to go out and beat you.
We’ve had Power Five kids, Division I
kids, a lot of college players and it’s a
good opportunity for these other players
to see how they match up.

“Tt brings a lot of excitement when we
play someone.”

It’s a welcome challenge. And while
those games are fun, the players said,
the goal still remains to be one of the
teams playing the final week of the
season.

“You have to do the things that it takes
to be a state champion,” said Dobbs, a
fullback and linebacker. “That’s what
we’'re trying to do.”

Pretty simple.

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

Jay Dobbs and the Mars Hill Panthers lost just twice last year, both times by three points.
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Region: 1A, Region 8 2023 schedule 2022 results Returning starters
SHOAI_S _ 2022 record: 2-7 Aug. 25 Tharptown  Oct. 6 Danville atTharptown L,28-14  at Meek L,63-0  QB-DBJD Bachofer OL-DL Ashland Husainy
7 (2-5 1A Region 8) Sept. 1 open  Oct.13 Meek | Phillips L,41-6 Hackleburg L,50-20 | WR-DB Sam Storie OL-DL Samuel Camp
CH RI STI AN Last 5 vears: 11-38 | S¢ePt-8 atPhillips  Oct.20  at Hackleburg | at Vina W,44-16  atWaterloo  L,38-6 | TE-DL Tyler Soria DB-WR Terin Harris
Y . ept. 15 Vina Oct.27 Waterloo | Cherokee W, 59-6 Addison L,56-0 | RB-DB DJ Shanes LB-WR Noah Aday
FI.AM E (no playoff berths) | sept. 22 at Cherokee ~ Nov.3 at Addison | Cold Springs L, 48-20 OL-DL Alex Richards OL-DL Zeke Waide
Coach: Brett Vick (first year) Sept.29  at Cold Springs OL-DL Rob Hyde

Huntmg a turnaround

Terin Harris, Sam Storie, Tyler Soria and Samuel Camp hope to help Shoals Christian take the next step. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Under new COaCh Flame fifth-graders the last time the Flame

seeks fuel for success

By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

went to the playoffs.

A winning record? The current group
of seniors were in first grade.

It has been a long time since
Shoals Christian has made any

The seniors at Shoals Christian were noise at the Class 1A level. With a

larger-than-normal senior class lead -
ing the 2023 team, the Flame is more
than ready take the next step.

“It’s definitely different being the
leaders of the team this year,” senior
Terin Harris said.

The wide receiver/defensive back

knows the younger players on the
roster have never known a Shoals
Christian team with a winning record.

“We have taken more of an initia-
tive to teach the younger kids what we

SEE FLAME, G52

SHOALS GHRISTIAN FLAME

Go SCS Flame!

v

Alfa Insurance

AUTO » HOME ¢ LIFE « BUSINESS

Colin Garrison
Agent

2929 Cloverdale Road
Florence, Alabama 35633
Bus: (256) 764-0250

Cell: (256)436-6578

Email: cgarrison@alfains.com

=@ ) @

555809-1

SHOALS POOLS & SPAS, mc)

MAKING WAVES SINCE 1998

Area's best pool services.

256-764-9112 |
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<\
SINGING RIVER

DENTISTRY

\VAVY

Healthy Smiles for a Lifetime!

554407-1

BAMA

* Spas ¢ Sales e Service

¢ Chemicals e Water Analysis
3602 Cloverdale Rd., Florence

556011:1

256-764-3228 » www.bamapool.com [
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SHEFFIELD
BULLDOGS

A year later,
Bulldogs following
Dickerson’s lead

By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

Brian Dickerson tried to lay the
groundwork for what his vision is for
Sheffield football last season.

A year later, the second-year coach

Coach: Brian Dickerson
(second season, 5-5)

Looklng

Region: 2A, Region 8 2023 schedule
2022 record: 5-5 (2-4 2A, Aug.24 IEbIkmont Oct.6
Region 8) Sept. 1 at Colbert Co. ~ Oct. 13
. Sept. 8 Falkville  Oct. 20
Last 5 years: 22-30 (2 Sept. 15 atRed Bay Oct. 27
playoff berths) Sept. 22 atTanner  Nov.3
Sept. 29 at Waterloo

"

expects the Bulldogs to
take another step in his
vision of where the pro-
gram can go. It’s all part
of his plan to restore
N Sheffield’s tradition.
“The first year they
were trying to figure out
what was expected,” Dickerson said.
“Now, they know what’s expected. Now
they have tolearn how to doit at a con-
sistent level. That’s from the coaching
staff to the players to everybody that’s
involved in our program.

Dickerson

for

2022 results
Cherokee at Elkmont W,47-20  Waterloo
Hatton | Colbert Co. L,51-20  at Cherokee
at Tharptown | at Falkville L, 32-7 at Hatton
Lexington | Red Bay L,50-39  Tharptown
open | Tanner W, 48-47  at Lexington

)

“There’s a standard to how we do
everything and there’s no fluctuation
on those things. We want to make sure
it’s done that way every time because
your habits are what youhave tolean on
regardless of what situation.”

Dickerson took over the program in
2022 after David Wisdom’s one season
with the team. He saw tangible results
— Sheffield finished 5-5 but missed the
playoffs for a third consecutive season.
Even when the Bulldogs have made the
playoffs, it’s been one-and-done lately
— 2016 is the last time they have made

Returning starters

W, 43-14  Demarius Beckwith Austin Stults
W, 54-6 | Maddix Rupley Christian Steele
L, 60-34 | Navi Dysart David Foster
W, 63-14 | James Drumgood Jake Mcbride
L, 75-27 | Reeve Holcomb Matyler Long
Germain Vinson Skylar Johnston
Bryant Doll Gary Little

a leap

it past the first round.

In Dickerson’s world, you have to
walk before you run, and the Bulldogs
are still learning to walk.

“Qur goal is to do what’s never been
done and do it better than it’s ever been
done at Sheffield,” he said. “But that
starts with consistency. There hasn’t
been a lot of consistency inside our
programin alot of areas. So that’s what
we're trying to create in year two.”

Some of the consistency can be found

SEE BULLDOGS, G36
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Sheffield Bulldogs Athletics builds leadership, teamwork,
determination, and strong character. That’s a winning program.

GO DOGS GO!!

CITY OF

SHEFFIELD

—— CENTER OF THE SHOALS —

(256) 383-0250

600 N. Montgomery Ave, Sheffield
Sheffield, AL 35660 (256) 389-2000

www.sheffieldalabama.org ~ www.sheffieldutilities.org
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BULLDOGS

From Page G34

with a staff that stayed mostly intact.
Another part of gaining consistency is
that the team has been in Dickerson’s
system for one full season and an off-
season. That’s important, he said.
“Everybody understands we’re doing
offensively, defensively, on special
teams, in the weight room and study
hall. That structure is built,” Dicker-
son said. “Now, they have embraced
the challenges to be excellent every
day. We’re going to always talk about
the things that have nothing to do
with talent. Can you be on time? Can
you do your best? Can you hold others

accountable?

“If we do those things, the big pic-
ture take care of itself because talented
teams don’t win. Great teams win.”

In Dickerson’s first year, Sheffield
matched its win total from the previ-
ous two years combined. The Bulldogs
didn’t have any trouble offensively,
scoring 20 or more points in nine games.
However, six opponents scored over 32
points against them.

Demarius Beckwith, who plays on
the offensive and defensive lines, said
the Bulldogs are more comfortable
with Dickerson heading into his second
season.

“We've gotten to know each other and
he is a positive coach,” Beckwith said.
“He gets everybody up and going. He

holds us accountable.”

Austin Stults is a senior receiver who
didn’t play his sophomore year. He
decided to give football another chance,
mostly because of Dickerson.

“He made me fall back in love with
the game,” Stults said. “It’s a whole lot
different than it used to be. Effort and
discipline are the two things he preaches
on alot. He changed the culture alot.”

Some of that culture change has
come with Dickerson having the team
get more involved in the community.
He said the team has been involved in
cleanup days around town, running kids
camps and is planning to work shifts at
the local food pantry and at the local
park.

“We want to care about the people

who care about us,” Dickerson said.
“We’re such a small community, so let’s
make sure we take care of each other.
Support the community and the com-
munity will support us. It goes hand in
hand.”

Said Stutts: “We can go out and help
somebody in the community and they’ll
come out and support us on Friday
nights. Running kids camps brings
them up wanting to play football. It just
changes the culture.”

Said Dickerson: “Let’s learn what
success looks like. There’s still a lot of
building blocks that have to take place
to get where we want to go. But excite-
ment is coming. Find the small wins and
the small wins will add up and will be
big wins.”

]ANIE& E. ALEXANDER
LAND SURVEYING
alexanderlandsurveying.com

GO DOGS!

554634-1

300 N. Nashville Ave., Sheffield
256-389-2000
www.sheffieldutilities.org

554636-1

Alfa Insurance

Auto Home Life
DAVID JORDAN
AGENT
103 W. 6th Street
Tuscumbia, Al 35674
djordan@alfains.com
(B) 256-978-6732

554637-1

(C) 256-415-0331

Appliances, Furniture,
and Electronics

RENT TO OWN
FREE DELIVERY
J0)d 419 E. 2nd st.
Sheffield &
256-383-8855

RENTALS

554484-1

Go Dogs!

CARTER
OIL CO.

(Since 1965)

2nd Street, Sheffield ¢ 383'09! :_L

|

g ler'g
Ir1
uff‘”

HVAC-DDC CONTROLS-GENERAL CONTRACTING-REFRIG
HVAC AL #02198 - REFRIG AL #50574

12647 HWY 72 WEST P.O. BOX 1048 ROGERSVILLE AL 35652
PETTUSHVAC.COM

PHONE: (256) 389-8181 FAX: (256) 389-8182

556546-1

Michelle Davis
REALTOR®

256-627-8067

www.caferealty.com/michelle
michelledavishomes@gmail.com

GOOD LUCK BULLDOGS!

L | I o =
SHEFFIELD

BULLDOGS

2023 Football Schedule

Date
Aug. 24
Sept. 1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
Oct. 6
Oct. 13
Oct. 20
Oct. 27
Nov. 3

Opponent
Elkmont

@ Colbert Co.
Falkville

@ Red Bay

@ Tanner

@ Waterloo
Cherokee
Hatton

@ Tharptown
Lexington
OPEN

* Check local high schools for any updates/or changes.

GOOD LUCK

THIS SEASDN

T

CHILDREN S DENTISTRY

|555728-1

BANK M
INDEPENDENT®

visit us at BIBANK.COM
or call 877.865.5050

MEMBER FDIC

5557971

Go
Dogs!

5543571
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Region: 3A, Region 8 2023 schedule 2022 results Returning starters
co I.B ERT 2022 record: 4-6 (2-4  Aug.25 at Lexington  Oct. 6 at Elkmont  Lexington L,34-0  Elkmont W,28-8  QB-OLB Dakota Vaughn  TE-DE Abe Henson
3A, Region 8) Sept. 1 Wilson  Oct. 13 Colbert Co. | at Wilson W,19-18  atColbertCo. L, 28-12 | WR-SS Austyn Williams  FB-ILB Elijah Hand
La;t 5 years: 26-28 (4 Sept.8 at Mars Hill Bible  Oct. 20 Phil Campbell | Mars Hill Bible L, 56-6 at Phil Campbell L, 36-0 RB-LB Steven Wilbanks Jr. ~ OL-DL Tristan McCormick
H E I G HTS y ° Sept. 15 Meek Oct.27 atLauderdale Co. | at Meek L,24-17  Lauderdale Co. L,34-0 | WR-S Ethan Kimbrough OL-DL Peyton Patrick
playoff berths) Sept. 22 Clements  Nov.2 at Decatur Heritage | at Clements W, 52-38  Dec. Heritage W, 20-13 | WR-CB Eli Cartee OL-ILB Connor Triplett
Sept. 29 open RB-CB Gianni Weddle OL-DL Enoch McGee

WI I.DCATS Coach: Tyler Jeffreys (first year)

Successful campalgn

Wildeats touted Jeffreys,

now look to land wins

By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

The smiles and glances start quickly.

The Colbert Heights Wildcats, with a
new head coach, have a debate on their
hands

Between new coach
Tyler Jeffreys and senior
defensive end Peyton
Patrick, the Wildcats
can line up and state
their choice. Decision
2023 will not involve
secret ballots or height-
ened debate, but only one party decides
playing time.

Between these two candidates, which
has the better beard?

“Coach Jeffreys,” receiver Austyn
Williams says. “I like the little mus-
tache thing he has going.”

Maybe this crew, at least in Jeffreys’
presence, isn’t the most even-handed.

“He doesn’t have as good a beard as
me, but he’s trying,” Patrick says in his
defense. “He’s trying.”

It’s a lighthearted moment, an area
where the Wildcats can tease their
first-year head coach. They cam-
paigned to school administrators over
the winter for Jeffreys to be promoted
after Taylor Leathers was promoted to

Jeffreys
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Austyn Williams, Peyton Patrick and Ethan Kimbrough helped campaign for Colbert Heights to promote Tyler Jeffreys to head coach. [DAN BUSEY/
TIMESDAILY]

an assistant superintendent’s position.
They pestered him with questions
about his status while the decision was

got the job.
“They wanted to know,” Jeffreys
said. “Ididn’t have alot of information

Iknew they were helping me out, and I
appreciate them doing that.”

still unknown. They rejoiced when he to give them until the day it happened.

GOLBERT HEIGHTS WILDGATS

SEE COLBERT HEIGHTS, G39

Alfa Insurance’

Auto Home Life
DAVID JORDAN
AGENT
103 W. éth Street
Tuscumbia, Al 35674
djordan@alfains.com
(B) 256-978-6732

5546371

(C) 256-415-0331

COOD LUCK oo StateFarm
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&

CHILDREN’'S DENTISTRY

David Reed

AGENT

110 W, 6th Street  Tuscumbia, AL 35674
256-383-4782

300 N. Nashville Ave., Sheffield
256-389-2000

554642-1
5544121

554645-1

www.sheffieldutilities.org www.davidreedagency.com

555767-1
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Region: 3A, Region 8 2023 schedule 2022 results Returning starters
COLBERT 2022 record: 7-5 (4-23A,  Aug. 24 atBrooks Oct.6  Mars Hill Bible Brooks L4821  Colbert Heights W,28-12 OL Dylan Matlock DL Wayne Little
Region 8) Sept. 1 Sheffield  Oct. 13 at Colbert Heights | at Sheffield W,51-20  Clements W, 75-38 | OL Seth Johnson DL Trey Davis
Last 5 years: 34-23 (5 play- Sept. 8 open  Oct. 20 at Clements | Phil Campbell W, 25-22  at Elkmont W,51-0 | OL Austin Smallwood LB Keadre Garner
cou N I ' y . play Sept 15 at Phil Campbell Oct. 27 Elkmont | at Lauderdale Co. L, 29-0 Sulligent W, 31-28 | OL Caiden Foust LB Frank Hayes
off berths) Sept.22  Lauderdale Co.  Nov.3 at Sulligent | at Deshler L,36-33  atJ.B. PenningtonW, 57-28 | WR B.J. Thornton CB Micah McCoy
IN DI ANS Coach: Scotty Hannah (second year ~ Sept-29 Deshler at Mars Hill Bible L,35-0  Piedmont L,42-20  TE-LB Cash Fuqua

at Colbert Co., 7-5; eighth overall, 39-37)

Not good enough

»

Colbert County’s Wayne Little and Austin Smallwood say the Indians want more this year. [PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Was it a sign that the
Colbert Couqty Wants Colbert County Indians
more than middling mark were haunted?

The message screamed
By A. Stacy Long at them from their lockers,
Sports Writer every bulletin board, the

doors leading outside and
even — the chief instigator
admits — maybe a few bathroom stalls.
It was short, pithy and, for the Indians,
memorable: “7-5. Not good enough.”

Hannah

They carefully walked into the field
house, unsure what mystical figure had
haunted their space with such taunting
words.

“No, never,” offensive lineman Austin
Smallwood said, describing hisreaction to
those numbers, which reflected Colbert
County’s final record from a year ago.

“Why be satisfied with the second
round when you can have a chance to win
the ship, the blue map?”

The 7-5 was a one-win improvement
from a year earlier, extended Colbert
County’s streak of winning seasons and
included a decent-sized winning streak in

coach Scotty Hannah'’s first season.

Except, as Hannah wrote so many times
and posted in so many places, it was not
good enough.

“Coach Hannah put it in our face, on
every board,” defensive lineman Wayne
Little said. “That 7-5, he didn’t like that.

“We're trying to get a whole lot better
this year.”

SEE COLBERT COUNTY, G39
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COLBERT GOUNTY

From Page G38

That 7-5 mark was a recurring theme
through the offseason, hitting the Indi-
ans almost as quickly as the next Marvel
movie. Without positive reviews.

“They know I'm never satisfied,”
Hannah said. “When we can do better,
we want to do better. We got better the
whole year last year, and we played the
team that played for the state champion-
ship and played them hard.

“But, this year, we want more.”

The Indians felt, at least in midsummer,
that there were signs of improvement.
They said their conditioning was already
at thelevel they didn’t hit until midseason
last year.

Trying to run from that 7-5 has its
benefits.

“We're in better shape now, alot better
shape, than we were at this point last
year,” Hannah said. “We want to be in
better shape than the other team. I think
we have the luxury this year to play more
players than we did last year.”

There are 16 starters returning, but
some of those are just sophomores who
were pushed into the lineup as freshmen
last year.

“We're going to try to be good either
way,” Little said.

One glaring gap is at quarterback after
Cannon Berryman graduated. Hannah
wouldn’t commit to who will start — does
any coach ever do so this early? — but
senior Caleb Stafford is a possibility.

“He’s been waiting for this,” Smallwood

said. “He’s been behind Cannon his whole
career. It’s his senior year, and he’s been
waiting for this opportunity. He’s like my
best friend, and he’s been telling me all the
time that he can’t wait.”

Stafford, the Indians said, has a differ-
ent style than Berryman and is more of
a dropback passer. Berryman had more
ability to run.

“We have four or five guys we’re
working there,” Hannah said. “They all
have different skillsets. We’ll have some
options, but Caleb is doing a good job.

“His decision-making is getting better
every day, but we have a couple other guys
that haven’t been back there and are eager
tolearn.”

The Indians took last year’s season-
ending loss as alesson. They entered on
afive-game winning streak and scored on
their first offensive play. Piedmont ral-
lied for a 42-20 win and advanced to the
state final.

“I feel we could have had a chance to
beat them,” Little said. “We started off
strong, but I guess we started slowing
down.”

The Indians finished with their 11th
straight winning season — a streak that
includes three six-win and two seven-
win years.

“It’s good in the fact that they know
how to win,” Hannah said. “A winning
season is good, but we want to go deep in
the playoffs.”

In other words: Not good enough.

“It’s not horrible, but we want to do
better,” Smallwood said. “There’s always
room for improvement, and that’s what
we're striving for.”

COLBERT HEIGHTS

From Page G37

The 25-year-old, who was hired in
May, isn’t far removed from being a
quarterback himself at Colbert County
and the University of North Alabama.

Jeffreys has shown he retains cer-
tain quarterback skills to his players
without need of a word.

“We all learned that one, as soon as
he got here, like Day 1,” receiver Ethan
Kimbrough said. “That first day he
came out to practice, he was throw-
ing to the receivers and we thought,
‘Where did this guy come from?’”

Alittle Google search here and some
TimesDaily.com there, the Wildcats
found solid proof of what their hands
already told them.

“He has a heck of an arm,” Williams
said. “He throws to us, and it hurts
your hands when you catch it. It hurts
my fingertips.”

Even if he was a star for rival Col-
bert County, the Wildcats are happy
to have him.

“We’ll play around with him about
that,” Patrick said. “We’re glad he’s
here coaching us. We kind of helped
him come to the good side.”

With a 11 seniors and 12 returning
starters, the Wildcats hope to make
Jeffreys’ first season memorable.

Colbert Heights hopes to end a
streak of three straight losing seasons.
The Wildcats have exceeded six wins
just once in the last decade.

“We all want to be better than last

year. Alot better,” Williams said. “We
actually want to make the playoffs this
year. It’s our senior year, and we want
to make a point before we leave.”

Dakota Vaughn, who first became
the starting quarterback as a soph-
omore, is now a senior and has
improved. However, Jeffreys said
before official practices began that
he wasn’t sure if Vaughn or freshman
Brycen Williams would start.

“I don’t know who it’s going to be,
but both of them have gotten a lot
better,” Jeffreys said. “Ithink the only
way to get the most out of both is to
make them compete.

“We'll see, but I think that’s the
best way to handle this situation. Let
them compete and see who wins.”

Jeffreys did turn in a non-surprising
direction for some help on his coach-
ing staff.

Dale Jeffreys, his dad and a 160-
game winner in 20 seasons as a head
coach, is in charge of the offensive
line. He’s drawing positive reviews.

“We have a new coach and a new
energy,” Patrick said. “The players
have more energy. Summer workouts
have been better. Everybody is ready
to show up and compete.”

To the surprise of some, Patrick
doesn’t count as a coach. Blame the
beard, which he hasn’t fully shaved in
three years.

“T just trim it. I can’t shave it. I'd
look like a baby,” Patrick said. “I
look like a man to some people. They
ask, ‘Who is that coach?’ I'm just a
player.”

GCOLBERT IE'IDIIINFIW INDIANS

GOOD LUCK

THIS SEASON

@gmail.com
300 N. Nashville Ave., Sheffield gq@g% %/
(256) 389-2000 é 3 f
www.sheffieldutilities.org | BB I BREN S BERTEEY GO INDIANS!

Julie Coan
REALTOR®
256-710-4799

juliecoansellshomes

Local Delivery &

Go Indians!

LACKEY'S MOVING
COMPANY, LLC

256-443-843]

www.LackeyMovingCompany.com
LackeysMovingCompany@gmailcom “We make moving EASY!"

GOOD LUCK INDIANS!

Will Britt, Agent

1311 Woodmont Drive
Tuscumbia, AL 35674

Bus: 256-383-1188
will.britt.eldf@statefarm.com
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554411-1
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Region: 1A, Region 8 2023 schedule

CHEROKEE 2022 record: 1-9 (1-6 1A, Aug.25  at Brindlee Mltn. Oct. 6
Region 8) Sept. 1 Watey 00 Oct. 12
. Sept. 8 at Addison  Oct. 20
Last 5 years: 6-45 (1 play- | ey 15 at Phillips  Oct. 27

I N DIANS off berth) Sept. 22 Shoals Chr.  Nov. 2

Sept. 29 at Tharptown

Coach: Ben Floyd (fourth

season, 2-28)

Cherokee yearning for
turnaround season

By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

Ben Floyd was an assistant coach
at Cherokee in 2017 when the team
advanced to the Class 1A playoff
quarterfinals.

He remembered very
vividly thinking that
season would be the first
of many deep postseason
runs for the Indians. It
was not.

Cherokee went 4-7
the following year that
included a first-round defeat. The next
two seasons produced identical 0-10
records and the following two years
yielded just two total wins.

The Indians lost games that were close
and games that were not. Players trans-
ferred away or simply gave up football to
concentrate on other things. A small core
group of players, however, remained.
That group enters the 2023 season as
juniors, and Floyd will begin his fourth
season as head coach.

With a few more players on the roster
thanin the past, alittle more experience
and alot more team speed, Floyd believes
this could be a breakthrough year.

“This might be the most-talented

2022 results
at Sheffield Brindlee Mtn. L,26-20  Tharptown
at Vina | at Waterloo L,60-14  Sheffield
open | Addison L, 72-0 Vina
Meek | Phillips L,50-14  at Meek
Hackleburg | at Shoals Chr. L, 59-6 at Hackleburg
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Returning starters
-22  QB-DB Jon Schleifer LB Nathan Trent
WR-LB Nik Curry LB Juan Cabrera
OL-DL Daniel Darling DB Javarian Davis
OL Corey Tice

Jon Schieifer, Tae Hicks, Daniel Darling and Nathan Trent hope to lead Cherokee to a turnaround season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

team we have had since 2017,” Floyd
said. “That team was loaded with talent
before a lot of kids transferred out or
graduated, and we have been fighting a
numbers battle ever since. Our team this
year will have the most athleticism since

that season and that is what we havebeen to their winning ways.

missing.”

Cherokee will return eight starters on
each side of the ball. The bulk of those
players will come from a junior class
that is hungry for the Indians to return

CHEROKEE INDIANS

“Qur junior class is the biggest class,”
Floyd said. “They have all been playing
football since they were seventh-graders.

SEE CHEROKEE, G53

300 N. Nashville Ave., Sheffield

(256) 389-2000
www.sheffieldutilities.org
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AGENT
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Tuscumbia, Al 35674
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THARPTOWN
WILDCATS

~

Coach: John Johnson (first year)

Making adjustments

Wildcats, new coach
looking to build program

By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

One group of players is lifting weights
while another lines up for equipment.

New Tharptown coach John Johnson
doles out items, carefully marking each
with each player’s initials and preparing
for a season that is almost here.

Johnsonis a new arrival,
hired just last month
when the Wildcats pre-
vious coach took another
job, and is trying to get
everything organized for
the games and beyond.

“Everything is hectic,”
said Johnson, a 42-year-old whois ahead
football coach for the first time.

“Football season is always hectic, but
it’s even more hectic coming in late,” he
said. “But when you’re dreaming of being
a head coach, you always have a plan in
place, an emergency action plan, I guess.

“I kind of had an idea of what needed
to be done.”

The players say they are excited about
what Johnson brings.

He has told them that Friday nights in
the fall are up to them. It’s his job to get
them ready for those Friday nights.

They’ve noticed differences in work-
outs and what’s expected of them.
They’ve noticed differences in how they
practice. The list goes on.

“Every coach expects something dif-
ferent, like a different offense or scheme
or whatever, and we have to adjust to it,”
running back/defensive back Dawson
Higgins said. “One thing with him is he
holds us more accountable.”

Johnson will be Tharptown’s third
head coach in three years. Jacob Ham-
ilton was last year’s coach — after being
hired in the middle of 1ast summer — and
is now the head coach at Phil Campbell.

Johnson, already set to be on Thar-
ptown’s staff this year, moved to head

Johnson

Region: 2A, Region 8 2023 schedule 2022 results
2022 record: 2-8 (0-6  Aug.25 at Shoals Chr.  Oct. 6 atRed Bay Shoals Chr. W,28-14  at Cherokee
2A, Region 8) Sept. 1 Phillips  Oct. 13 open | at Phillips L,37-22  Red Bay
Last 5 years: 14-34 Sept. 8 at Tanner  Oct. 20 Sheffield | Tanner L, 63-0 at Sheffield
y . Sept. 15 Hatton  Oct. 27 Falkville | at Hatton L, 52-0 at Falkville
(no playoff berths) | sept. 22 Lexington Nov.3 at Whitesburg Chr. | at Lexington L, 53-18  Whitesburg Chr. L,
Sept. 29 Cherokee

Returning starters
-22  OL Noah Capelton TE-LB Jackson Clement
OL-DL Dylan Dolley WR-DB Joah Wilcoxson
QB-OLB Hunter Reynolds ~ WR-DB Malachi Minor
RB-DB Dawson Higgins DL Luis Dircio

Lt
L e

Hunter Reynolds and Dawson Higgins say Tharptown is working through the transition to new coach John Johnson. [STACY LONG/TIMESDAILY]

coach.

“The transition was pretty tough
because everything is different,” quar-
terback/linebacker Hunter Reynolds
said. “But everybody is putting in the
work.”

The Wildcats are also trying to reach
out to the community to both build
enthusiasm and more than just team-
mates to hold them accountable.

Tharptown held a Football 101 for
moms this month and 40 signed up to
attend. There was a community event,
too — complete with Cornhole tourna-
ment — scheduled as well.

“The more the better,” Higgins said.

“If we see people buying into what we’re
doing, we want to represent them the
best we can. It can only help.”

Enthusiasm outside of the team, the
players say, will spark more effort on
the field.

“It helps us know the community
wants to buy in to our program,” Reyn-
olds said. “It makes us want to work that
much harder.

“Last year, we didn’t feel as many
people cared. This year, I feel like I want
to show everyone what we can do.”

Johnson, who was the offensive coor-
dinator at Danville last year, said he could
see the enthusiasm from the Wildcats in

his first two weeks after being hired.

“The core group that’s been here has
beenintoit,” he said. “I know it’s coach
speak, but it’s a process. You have to
start at the bottom and work your way
up'n

Tharptown was scheduled to have 18
returning starters from last year’s 2-8
team, including Reynolds and Higgins.
The Wildcats, who first fielded a varsity
team in 2006, have just one winning
season in their history.

“People are showing up and putting in
the hard work,” Higgins said. “We want
to put in 110% every practice and every

play.”
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Region: 1A, Region 8 2023 schedule 2022 results Returning starters
2022 record: 6-4 (4-3  Aug.25 open Oct.6 atVina Tharptown W,37-22  Vina W, 46-0  WR-DB Brayden Ricketts ~ OL-DL Aaron Grammer
1A, Region 8) Sept. 1 at Tharptown  Oct. 13 at Hackleburg | at Shoals Chr. W, 41-6 Hackleburg L,50-34 | LB Hayden Dees OL Cayden Gallardo
Last 5 years: 19-33 (3 Sept. 8 Shoals Chr.  Oct. 20 at Waterloo | at Cherokee W, 50-14  Waterloo W, 56-26 | OL-DE Hunter Lawrence  OL Jake McGough

Y . Sept. 15 Cherokee  Oct. 27 Addison | Meek L, 40-6 at Addison L,45-12 | OL-DL Brayden Jordan
playoff berths) Sept. 22 atMeek  Nov.3 open | atBrilliant ~ W,53-0  atValley Head L, 61-20
Coach: Adam Lawler ~ Sept-2 Beilliant

(fifth season, 15-26)

Warm front

Phillips sees experienced
line as key to success

By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

It didn’t take Phillips coach Adam
Lawler long to answer when asked what
he expects the strength of his 2023 team
tobe.

“All five starting offensive linemen

are returning so that is going to be the
strength of our program,” he said.
I A year ago, a balanced
attack helped Phillips
secure its first winning
record since2017. The 6-4
record alsoincluded a trip
the playoffs.

This season, the Bears
mustreplacea1,000-yard
rusher, a2,500-yard passer and a1,000-
yard receiver.

“We will be replacing a ton of skill posi-
tions on offense,” Lawler said. “With the
majority of our strength coming back this
year being on the offensive line, we will
probably rely more on the run game this
year.”

The same dilemma exists for the Bears
on defense. Phillips will return its entire
defensive line, plus a linebacker.

One way Lawler addressed the lack
of experience at skill positions was to
take the team to a 7-on-7 camp over the
summer. After admittedly having not the
highest of expectations, Lawler said he
was pleasantly surprised.

“Because of coaching changes and the
COVID year, our guys had never been to
a7-on-7 camp before,” Lawler said. “We
had to teach them how to play in those
tournaments. Some of the guys really
impressed me. I was just hoping we would
gothere and get better ... which we did.”

With alarge senior class graduating this
spring, getting more players on the roster
was a challenge that the current coaches
and players faced during the offseason.

“You try to talk to alot of guys in the

Lawler
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PHILLIPS

Cayden Gallardo, Brayden Ricketts and Hunter Lawrence hope Phillips can develop more depth this season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

offseason and try to get them to come
out,” said Hunter Lawrence, a senior
who starts on the offensive and defen-
sive lines.

Lawler added that last season’s
momentum helped that cause. “Having
a winning record last helped a lot with
this year’s numbers,” he said. “Wehad a
lot of guys come out who haven’t played
the last few seasons.”

Cayden Gallardo, another two-way
starter on the line, was one of those who
returned after a short break.

“I started playing as an eighth-grader
so it’s a different feeling to finally be a
senior,” the senior said. “I missed two
years after getting hurt, so it’s really good
to get back and play now.”

Lawler added that both of the senior
linemen have proven to be leaders both
on and off the field.

“Hunter and Cayden are both leaders
for us in different ways,” Lawler said.
“Hunter is more of a vocal leader while
Cayden tends to lead by example. In the
weight room, at practice or during the

games, those guys really get after it, and
that is why I feel like we have a chance
to have as good or maybe even a better
season as last year.”

More players on the roster means more
depth. Lawler said many of the team’s
double-digit losses from a year ago were
close games throughout the first half.

“We were able to hang with some teams
early last season, but we just wore down
in the second half,” he said. “Hopefully,
with the work we have put in, that is
something we have corrected.”
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Region: 2A, Region 5 2023 schedule 2022 results Returning starters

2022 record: 4-7 (3-2 2A, Aug. 18 at Collinwood ~ Sept. 29 East Hickman  Collinwood W, 49-25  Summertown W, 35-0 QB Carter Daniel DB-WR Branton Snider
LORETTO Region 5) Aug. 25 Lawrence Co.  Oct. 6 open | at Lawrence Co. L,48-42  Moore Co. L, 62-42 | WR-LB-P Jack Welch DB-WR Jaxson Roberson

Last 5 : 20-33 (3 playoff Sept. 1 Harpeth  Oct. 13 Eagleville | Forrest W, 44-28  at Cascade W, 23-13 | WR Clint Seymore WR-DB Corben Reynolds

M u STAN G S years: PIayoIT | sept 8 at Summertown  Oct. 20 at Waverly Central | at Wayne Co. L, 33-23  at Richland L,41-40 | DB-WR Jackson Traglia  LB-QB Mason Tidwell
berths) Sept. 15 Lewis Co.  Oct.27 at Mount Pleasant | at Mount Pleasant L, 32-21  at Decatur Co. Riverside OL-DL Eric Rosson OL-DL Colby Brown
Sept.22  at Hickman Co. Lewis Co. L, 28-17 L,56-31  OL-DL Connor Pope LB-RB Andrew Riley

Coach: Barry Daniel (fourth season at

Loretto, 13-20; ninth year overall, 38-48)

For Mustangs, Dis key

High-powered Loretto
looks to shore up defense

By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

Loretto’s games last season often
resembled something straight out of
Madden NFL video game series.

A That is, defense often
took the nlght off. Con-
sider the Mustangs, who
finished 4-7 in 2022,
had games in which they
scored 42, 42, 40 and 31
points and lost each of
them.

So, a year after simplifying things on
offense that produced those eye-pop-
ping numbers and finished the season
averaging 33.3 points per game, fourth-
year coach Barry Daniel will try a similar
approach this season — keeping it simple
so his defense canreact instead of having
to think about assignments.

Also, as much as Daniel likes to see
his offense score points, some extended
scoring drives would be nice so that his
defense can get some rest.

“Fundamentals on defense is our No. 1
deal,” Daniel said. “We’ve got to tackle
better. It’s not a situation where we were
misaligned or didn’t understand what to
do, we were just poor tacklers last year.
Last preseason we said we were going to
beridiculously simple on offense. That’s

Daniel

5
p |

Y AR

ooty

K Patton Simbeck DL Blaze Thomason

Jackson Traglia, Jack Welch, Carter Daniel and Connor Pope agree Loretto needs to show improvement on defense. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

kind of the theme we are going to turn
into our defense — to be ridiculously
simple with the scheme and get the fun-
damentals better.”

To help improve that aspect of the
defense, Daniel said the Mustangs will
be alittle bit more physical in practice.

“We practiced alot of tackling last year
but we were always in shells,” he said.

“We’ll be a little bit more in full gear.
We don’t want to beat guys up and take
them to the ground like in the 1970s, but
we have to get a little tougher and do a
little bit more old school things. I made
the decision we’re just going to pad up
and go afterit.”

Daniel said tackling was an empha-
sis during spring practice. They also

LORETTO MUSTANGS

watched a good bit of film.

“Iput it on and told them not to worry
about how we aligned or anything like
that, just count the missed tackles,”
Daniel said. “On one drive, the team we
were playing didn’t score but we had
11 missed tackles. I think that was an

SEE MUSTANGS, G53
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Region: 2A, Region 8 2023 schedule
H ATT ON 2022 record: 7-3 (4-2 éug. 25 gt ?Nilsl;gn 8ct. 63
2A, Region 8) ept. 1 olumbia ct. 1
. Sept. 8 open  Oct.20
HORNETS Last 5 years: 28-24 3 | 5ept' 15 atTharptown  Oct. 27
playoff berths) Sept. 22 Falkville  Nov.2

Coach: Denton Bowling (eighth season,

Proper exit?

34-38)

Before class
change, Hornets
want major success

By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

The move is in the distance, a loom-
ing change that will be felt throughout
Hatton sports with a special emphasis
on football.

The Hornets, long set -
tled into Class 2A, are in
for a final chapter as a 2A
team.

By the end of the year,
no matter how many wins
and how much success
Hatton enjoys this season,
the Hornets can get ready for a jump.

How’s Class 3A sound? Maybe even
Class 4A?

“It’s alot bigger school than it has been
in the past,” linebacker Alex Brackin
said. “I hope they can compete, what-
ever class they’re in. They say it’s going
to be a big 3A or small 4A. It’s going to
be a big change either way.”

But it won’t affect Brackin. He’s a
senior, so he’ll pick up his diploma before
Hatton first plays in another class.

“I'll be gone,” he said.

So the Hornets are hoping to bid adieu
to Class 2A in style.

Avyear after the merger withR.A. Hub-
bard that swelled Hatton’s enrollment
well past normal 2A numbers, the Hor-
nets get alast trip through 2A.

“End of an era,” defensive lineman/
tight end Weston Burney said. “It may be
better whether we’re in 3A or 4A. It may
be easier some games than in 2A because
2Ais pretty hard.”

The AHSAA is due to announce its
biennial reclassification this fall. Nor-
mally, the new numbers are released just
after Thanksgiving.

“It’s exciting,” coach Denton Bowling

g™ G
Bowling

Sept. 29 at East Lawrence

2022 results
Tanner  Wilson W,30-19  at Tanner
at Sheffield | at Columbia W, 54-14  Sheffield
Lexington | Tharptown W, 52-0 at Lexington
at Red Bay | at Falkville L,21-6 Red Bay
Geraldine | East Lawrence W, 50-7 at Pisgah

Alex Brackin, Weston Burney and Parker Huff say Hatton’s success last year built momentum for this season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

said. “It’skind of an interesting dilemma
we’re in. We know what’s around the
corner, but we have to figure out what
we need to do to prepare this program
to be able to make the jump up while at
the same time being able to compete at
ahighlevelin 2A.”

The Hornets navigated last year’s
merger well enough.

With so many R.A. Hubbard Chiefs
joining in, Hatton now has 9o players in
its football program, a staggering total

= 5

v _L'.!'-

L\

for a2Ateam. (A 3A or 4A team, as well.)

“It took a little getting used to with
so many people coming in, but it wasn’t
bad,” quarterback/cornerback Parker
Huff said. “Idon’t think it was ever really
a problem. I think we merged pretty
good.

“I think everybody knows everybody
now, so that will be good.”

There were introductions to be made
last year. The players may have known
each other alittle before the merger — or

Returning starters

W, 50-13 DL Weston Burney DB Owen Brackin
W, 60-34 | DB Parker Huff OL Layton Wilson
L, 48-14 | DB Alex Brackin DL Trace Hill
W, 38-22 | DL Tayden Montgomery  OL Kole McMillan
L, 40-20 | RB KD Porter WR Kenyon Suggs
LB Garson Pierce QB Tasean Love
CB Cole Borden

at least knew someone’s face — but they
became teammates.

And then they started winning.

“We grew 100%,” Huff said. “Every-
body started working more together and
things went smoother, on offense and
defense.”

The Hornets reached seven wins for
the first time since 2004. Now, they’re
thinking nine wins (2002), 10 (1993) or

SEE HORNETS, G53
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Region: 1A, Region 8 2023 schedule 2022 results Returning starters
2022 record: 6-5 (5-2  Aug.25 at Phil Campbell  Oct. 6 at Waterloo  Phil Campbell L, 36-8 at Phillips W, 50-34  WR Cam Ingram, WR-DB  OL: Garrett Pennington,
H ACKLEBURG 1A, Region 8) Sept. 1 atMeek Oct. 13 Phillips | Meek L,34-14  atShoals Chr. W,50-20 | Jaquan Reeder, QB Daniel Stidham, Gavin
Laét 5 years: 24-31 (4 Sept. 8 open  Oct. 20 Shoals Chr. | at Addison L,26-14  atVina W,44-6 | Blaise Vickery, RBDavin  Pennington, Blaine
y . Sept. 15 Addison  Oct. 27 Vina | at Red Bay L,58-24  Cherokee W, 50-8 Dulaney, DB Gavin Heggy ~ Mcduffa
PANTH ERS playoff berths) Sept. 22 Hubbertville  Nov. 2 at Cherokee | at Hubbertville W, 34-28 atCoosaChr.  L,51-8 | LB:RossHudson, Carson  DL: Trent Hanner, Tristin
Sept. 29 Red Bay Waterloo W, 46-16 Swinney, Noah Tubb, Riley, Jacob Russell,

Coach: Rod Hudson (15th season, 109-54)

Garrett Pennington Dominyek Patterson

Clawing & scratching

30 years later, Hudson still
going strong with Panthers

By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

Ashe enters his 30th year in coaching,
including starting his 15th as head coach
at Hackleburg, Rod Hudson said there’s
too much he would miss to give it up now.

“I tell my wife it’s just
being part of a team. I
would miss that,” Hudson
said. “I would miss being
in the dressing room and
in the field house and on
bus rides. I just like being
around. I like to see kids
when they succeed. Ilike to see the reac-
tions, the look on their faces and just to
try to be a positive influence in any way
I can to help any kid that goes through
our program.”

Hudson has been around so long that
heisnow coaching the children of former
players. One of those is quarterback
Blaise Vickery, whose father played on
anundefeated regular-season team when
Hudson was an assistant.

Vickery said his father hasn’t dished
any dirt on Hudson, but noted that,
“Coach Hudson was a lot younger when
he helped coach my dad, so he probably
has changed alittle bit.”

It’s no wonder that Hudson now is
coaching his players’ sons. Coaching
changes come infrequently at Hackleburg

Hudon .

Kontoor Brands Inc.

35615 US Hwy 43 Hackleburg, AL 35564

Loa Tl

Time for a change?
Try a company whose brands have been selling 100+ years
Consistent — Honest — Professional

Now Hiring Quality People! a

Apply at: kontoorbrands.com/careers

Blaise Vickery, Jaquan Reeder and the Hackleburg Panthers expect big things in 2023. [DAN BUSEY/

TIMESDAILY]

— Hudson is only the third head football
coach since 1978 when Bill Smith arrived.
John Hardin followed Smith and stayed
for 19 seasons before turning things
over to Hudson. During that time, there
have been only 14 losing seasons. Under

Hudson, the Panthers have had only
three losing seasons.

Coming off a 6-5 season in which the
Pantherslost their first four games to Phil
Campbell, Red Bay, Meek and Addison,
Hudson is optimistic that a strong 6-1

finish in 2022 and a plethora of return-
ing starters that are now upperclassmen
signal good times ahead.

Hackleburg snapped its four-game
losing streak last season with a 34-28
win over Hubbertville, a game Vickery
said turned the season around.

“That really helped us find our game,”
he said. “The start of our schedule was so
tough, so when we looked at the rest of
our schedule we knew we could win out.”

Vickery and wide receiver Jaquan
Reeder are just two in a long line of
standout skill players the Panthers
always seem to have. They will again be
the focal point of an offense that scored
44 points or more in five games.

When he’s not playing NBA 2K, Reeder
said he has been preparing for the season
by running routes with Vickery throwing
to him.

“You build a bond when you throw to
your guys,” Vickery said. “You know
what the other person’s going to do and
when you get in a certain situation in the
middle of the game, you don’t have to say
anything, you just kind of know what he
is going to do.”

“We improvise alot onroutes,” Reeder
said.

With a good nucleus of returning start -
ers, including excellent skill position
players, and depth along the offensive
and defensive lines, Hackleburg has the
potential to have a memorable season.

“Thope so,” Reeder said. “We’re work-
ing for it.”

HrA\l%KI.EBJIIlHiGI PANTHERS

High School Game Coverage
Team & Player Stats
Up-to-date Game Scores
at www.timesdaily.com/sports/high_school/
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Q?’“" Hip. Region: 3A, Region 8 2023 schedule 2022 results Returning starters
PH I I. §_~ s J. 2022 record: 7-4 (3-3 3A, Aug.25 Hackleburg Oct.6 at Lauderdale Co. atHackleburg W,36-8  atMars Hill Bible L,56-0  RB-S Noah Raper RB-DE Gage Baker
) Eagd) Region 8) Sept. 1 at Lamar Co.  Oct. 13 Mars Hill Bible | at Lamar Co. W, 30-24  Colbert Heights W, 36-0 C Jackson Clark FB Braxton Mayfield
y A g Last 5 years: 26-27 (3 Sept. 8 at Elkmont  Oct. 20 at Colbert Heights | Elkmont W, 58-20  at Clements W, 44-32 | RG Johan Vasquez LB Mason Weeks
CAM PB E I_I_ \ s y . Sept. 15 Colbert Co.  Oct. 27 Clements | at Colbert Co.  L,25-22  at Red Bay (20T) W, 30-24
"QSESsgy —  playoff berths) Sept. 22 open  Nov.3 RedBay | Carbon Hill ~ W,28-0  atMadison Aca. L,49-28
Bo BCATS 0080“ Coach: Jacob Hamilton Sept. 29 at Carbon Hill Lauderdale Co. L, 36-12

(first season at Phil

Campbell; second year overall, 2-8)

Famihiar-ish face

Bobcats look to keep
winning with new coach

By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Jackson Clark opted to go past 10.
Quite a bit, actually.

T Y
3

“Probably 40,” the
Phil Campbell center
said of his excitement
for the upcoming season.
“I'll say 50, instead.
That’s my number and
the best number on the
field.”

Number jokes — or perhaps he was
being serious — aside, the Bobcats
appear to have some budding confi-
dence heading into the new season.

Phil Campbell is coming off consecu-
tive seven-win seasons, making it the
program’s two-year run since 2000-01
when it went 11-2 and 9-2, respec-
tively. The Bobcats are also seeking
their fourth straight winning season,
something that hasn’t happened in at
least 50 years.

“Ithink we have alot to look forward
to,” running back and defensive back
Isac Hill said. “I think we’re going to
have fun this season, for sure.”

But Phil Campbell will have to do so
with a little bit of a twist after head
coach Kevin Barnwell opted to take an

.
[ -
U,
Hamilton

Isac Hill and Jackson Clark look to help Phil Campbell to a fourth straight winning season. [DAN

BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

assistant position at Haleyville at the witha26-27record.
beginning of July. Barnwell coached the

Instead, that responsibility will now

Bobcats for five seasons and finished go to Jacob Hamilton, a former Phil

Campbell player and assistant, who
spent last season leading Tharptown.
It was his first head coaching job. The
Wildcats went 2-8.

“We're excited to hit the ground
running,” said Hamilton, who after
initially being brought on to be Barn-
well’s assistant was officially hired to
be his successor July 18. “... But the
kids already know me. The kids who are
juniors and seniors already know me.
They were in eighth and ninth grade the
last time I was there.

“They already know the kind of stan-
dards I set, the kind of workouts I do,
how we run things.”

Still, there will likely be a little bit of
an adjustment for everyone.

Hamilton has certainly been kept
busy the last couple of offseasons
between getting hired at Tharptown
to getting married to now taking the
job at Phil Campbell.

“Luckily, there’s no life-changing
events other than the job this time
around,” Hamilton said. “We’'re alittle
bit crushed for time on everything, but
we'reready to get started. My wife has
been very supportive and happy for me
that I got this job.”

How it all shakes out once the season
kicks off remains to be seen. But those
on the roster don’t see a reason this
group should suffer any kind of falloff.

SEE BOBCATS, G53
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Region: 5A, Region 5 2023 schedule
I.AW RENCE 2022 record: 6-4 (4-4 4A, Aug. 18 Summertown ~ Sept. 29
ﬁ Region 5) Aug. 25 atLoretto  Oct.6
COUNTY Last 5 years: 21-28 (no play- | Sepcs e Co: Ot 70
off berths) Sept. 15 Columbia ~ Oct. 27
Wl I_Dc ATS U Coach: David Marston (21st Sept.22 at Spring Hill

Wildcats looking forward
to new class, region

By David Glovach
Sports Writer

It sits on display 20 miles away, its
absence from Lawrence County has
become noteworthy.

The cowbell, the winner’s trophy,
remains at Giles County.

- It arrived in 2018 and has
yet to find its way back to
Lawrenceburg. The cow-
bell stuck in a kind of
limbo.

Perhaps it will this year.

After afour-year hiatus,
Lawrence County and
Giles County get the chance to rekindle
their once-annual rivalry, one that dates
tothe 1940s. To the victor goes the spoils
of the result etched on the bell and the
bragging rights that go along with it.

“We went tothose games when we were
kids,” offensive lineman Jacob Birdyshaw
said. “But we’ve never got to play in one.”

It’s one of the notable differences
awaiting the Wildcats this season. A
return to some more familiar opponents
and local rivalries.

“Tt’s a big deal,” receiver and corner-
back Jakabri Stevenson said. “It’s a big
deal for Lawrenceburg.”

It won't be the only difference.

Lawrence County also finds itself in a
newregion after being bumped up to Class
5A, something the Wildcats are hoping
lends itself to some better results and
some momentuimn.

Lawrence County went 6-4 in 2022,
including 4-4 in region play. It was the
program’s first winning record since 2014
when it finished 8-3.

But the Wildcats often found them-
selves in lopsided games — both for good
and bad. Only two were determined by
single digits — a 48-42 win over Loretto
in Week 2 and a 14-10 win over Tullahoma
in Week 9. The rest were each decided by

Marston

season, 92-117)

Ring the

2022 results
at Tullahoma at Summertown W, 50-7 Glencliff
open | Loretto W, 48-42  Marshall Co.
Shelbyville | at Mont. Central W, 35-0 at Tullahoma
Franklin Co. | at Greenbrier L, 22-0 at Hillwood
at Cheatham Co. | Pearl-Cohn L, 55-7 Creek Wood

be

L T BN
TRARE

Returning starters

W, QB Andrew Daniel OL Jacob Birdyshaw
L, WB Isaiah Bentley TE-OLB Drayke Oshorn
W, WB lan Clayton DE Cade Brown

0
-14 | FB-ILB Letavion Everly
SE-DB Jakabri Stevenson
OT Evan Coultas
0G Max Taylor

DT Tayden Russell
DB Skyler Mumie
DB Kaleb Smith-Wiley

Jakabri Stevenson and Jacob Birdyshaw are hoping to help Lawrence County end its playoff drought. [DAVID GLOVACH/TIMESDAILY]

at least three touchdowns.

In the end, Lawrence County missed
the playoffs, a drought that has persisted
since 2015.

“I think it’s a more competitive region
than what we’ve been in,” coach David
Marston said. “The last two years, our
region has produced a state champion
and a state runner-up.”

The change of scenery could do the
Wildcats some good. It doesn’t hurt either
that Lawrence County is returning 19 of
22 starters, something that has the team
confident and eager to see what it can do.

“We're going to go out there and play
our hearts out, and give it everything
we’ve got,” Stevenson said. “I feel like
people expect us to do a little bit this
season, with the talent we’ve got and the
seniors we’ve got.

“Honestly, as a group, I feel like we're
all pretty confident and we all have the
same mindset. We want to win and that’s
going to play abigrole, us being connected
and being on the same page.”

No arguments there.

“I’m confident in all the guys,” Bird-
yshaw said. “I’m confident that we’re

going to do what we’re supposed to do.
We’re focusing on the positives and what
we cando.”

So, what exactly can this group
accomplish?

“We don’t want to just make the play-
offs,” Marston said. “We want to host a
playoff game, so that’s our expectations.”

Getting a trophy along the way would
be nice, too.

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter @
DavidGlovach
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Region: 1A, Region 5 2023 schedule
2022 record: 5-6 (2-4  Aug.18  Mount Pleasant ~ Sept. 29

1A, Region 5) Aug.25  at Summertown Oct. 6

¥ 1 Sept. 1 atRichland  Oct. 13

ety LastSyearsi20-33G | o Moore Co. ~ Oct. 20

1 playoff berths) Sept. 15 at McIEwFIn Oct. 27

Sept. 22 Eaglevi
WILDCATS coach: perek witis (first year) ® agievite

Willis wants to continue
Wayne County’s tradition

By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

Wayne County will start the season
with a head coach not named Rick Rice
or Cary Crews for the first time in 30
years.

The Wildcats, how-
ever, didn’t have to
look far to find someone
familiar with the pro-
gram. After coaching
the junior high team for
11 years and serving as a
varsity assistant the last
three seasons, Derek Willis takes over
a teams he has literally watched grow
before his eyes.

“This group of seniors that I have
now, they were the last group I had in
junior high,” Willis said. “It’s a neat
experience, having them from when
they were little and watch them come
up through the varsity ranks. I watched
them grow and mature and develop into
men.”

Willis, who will call plays when the
season begins, inherits a team that
returns six starters on offense and seven
on defense after posting a 5-6 record
that included a trip to the state playoffs.

“I’m excited to continue the winning
tradition,” he said. “There have been a
lot of great coaches before me that have
built a great program. Ijust want to keep
that tradition going.”

Abig portion of the Wildcats’ return-
ing players can be found in the trenches.
With three starters back on the offensive
line and the entire defensive line back,
Wayne County will be looking to control
the line of scrimmage on both sides.

One of those returnees is senior Aaron
Martin, who plays defensive tackle and
offensive guard.

“It’s been an easy transition with
coach Willis,” Martin said. “We already

Willis

2022 results Returning starters
at Huntland  Hickman Co. W, 30-13  at Eagleville L,14-12  OL-DL Aaron Martin OL-DL Ben Thompson
at Cornersville | Summertown W, 14-7 at Cornersville W, 28-12 | RB-LB Drew Bevis RB-LB Jakob Nienast
open | Fayetteville L,56-12  at M. Tenn. Chr. L,30-12 | TE-DL Talan Keeton RB-LB Cayson Castleman
Collinwood | Loretto W,33-23  Collinwood L,35-8 | OL-DL Jaxon Pope TE-LB David Grant Dixon
Liberty Creek | at Huntland W, 40-14  at McKenzie L, 63-0 RB-LB Ryder Butler DL Brayden Littleton
Moore Co. L, 34-25 WR-DB Sayler Skelton TE-LB Dane Bryant

Thmkm b1

t

VA “'

OL-DL Baker Bryant
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Ryder Butler, Aaron Martin and Jakob Nienast say it was an easy transition to new coach Derek Willis. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

have the sense of familiarity with him.
We have been strong up front and can
do a good job against the run. We also
want to be able to put pressure on other
teams when they try to throw on us.”

Willis said Martin is a returning
defensive starter who will also step in
to fill one of the vacant spots on the
offensive line.

“I wish every kid we have had amotor
like him,” Willis said. “He never stops.
That’s what you want in a lineman.”

While Wayne County will be more of
arun-first team, the Wildcats do have
aquarterback who can get the job done.

Drew Bevis is expected to start under
center.

“Drew can throw it good enough to
keep teams honest but we do not want
tothrow it 50 times a game,” Willis said.
“He has always had a good work ethic
and the team has always looked to him
tobe aleader.”

Two of the players expected to get
many of the rushing attempts this year
are seniors Jakob Nienast and Ryder
Butler. Both have taken over roles as
leaders both on and off the field.

“Ryder Butler is one of the guys who
comes running out of the locker room on

to the practice field,” Willis said. “He’s
always one of the first one’s out there
and last one to leave. You also couldn’t
ask for a kid with a better attitude than
Jake. He is always going to put in the
work. Both of those guys have really
stepped up for us.”

Nienast agreed that Willis was the
best choice for the head coaching job.

“Nothing hasreally changed,” he said.
“We have played for coach (Willis) for
along time. I would like to restore the
winning ways that the school has had in
the past. I want everyone to know that
the Wildcats are back.”
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Region: 1A, Region 5 2023 schedule 2022 results Returning starters
2022 record: 2-8 (1-5 1A, Aug. 18 Loretto  Sept.22  Clarksville Aca. at Loretto L,49-25  atHuntland W,22-20  QB-LB Fletcher Thompson  OL-DL Timmie Chapman
COLLI NWOOD Region 5) Aug. 25 open  Sept.29 atRichland | atGrace Chr.  L,21-14  Richland W, 33-28 | RB-LB Blake Whitten WR-DB Alex Daniel
Last 5 +22-30 (3 play- Sept. 1 at Cornersville  Oct. 6 Moore Co. | Summertown L, 3-0 Moore Co. L, 42-0 FB-DE Tyler Jackson WR-DB Nick Sanderson
years: Play- | gsept. 8 Eagleville ~ Oct. 13 at Potts Camp (viss) | Cornersville L, 20-14  atEagleville L, 35-6 | OL-DL Robby Faulds TE Thayer Brewer
TROJANS \3  off berths) Sept. 15 atHollow  Oct. 20 at Wayne Co. | Fayetteville 1,597  atWayneCo.  L,35-8 | OL-DLDrey Howe
Coach: Boyce Dixon (second season of cur- Rock-Bruceton  Oct. 26 Huntland

rent stint, 2-8; seventh overall, 37-28)

Less stress

Collinwood’s Fletcher Thompson, Tyler Jackson, Blake Whitten, Thayer Brewer and Robby Faulds hope the Trojans can be more consistent. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

The ringtone emanat-
ing from his pocket had
caught him a little off
guard.

“Who has a ringtone
on?” said Collinwood
quarterback Fletcher
Thompson, Faulds’ team-

Alook of mild shock started to creep mate. “That’s crazy.”
across Robby Faulds’ face. The scene drew a few more snickers

Continuity for Trojans
building confidence

By David Glovach

Sports Writer Dixon

from some other teammates, while
someone else wondered out loud if the
caller had been Boyce Dixon.

“It was coach Dixon,” Faulds said,
looking at his phone and finally manag-
ing to silence the phone. “You gotta be
kidding me.”

Dixon, it turns out, was off to the side
chuckling to himself.

It was an entertaining scene, but also

City o W, 4
coLLiNwoop 2=
W
101 Third Ave. North ‘-“/\&
Collinwood, TN 38450 GOOD
931-124-9101 LUGK DISCOUNT/MATTRESSES i
cityofcollinwood.ory TROJANS! RECL R S et it g

GOLLINWOOD TROJANS

Good
Luck

one that showcased amore-relaxed Tro-
jans group willing to go with the flow of
things. Things around the program are
a little bit calmer and a little lighter.
There’s finally some continuity Collin-
wood — and the players — canrely on.
For the first time in their high school
careers, the upperclassmen didn’t have

SEE TROJANS, G53
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WE WISH THE TROJANS
GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON!
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Region: 2A, Region 8 2023 schedule
RED B AY 2022 record: 6-5 (3-3 /qugi 215 at Hamilton 80:' (153
2A, Region 8) ept. _open  Oct.

X Sept. 8 at Lexington  Oct. 20
TIG ERS Last 5 years: 38-18 (4 Sept. 15 Sheffield  Oct. 27

playoff berths) Sept.22  Belmont (Miss.)  Nov. 3

Sept. 29 at Hackleburg

Coach: Heath Childers (third season at Red

Bay, 8-12; 10th year overall, 34-56)

After big jump, Red Bay
looks to continue surge

By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

Red Bay head coach Heath Childers
can list a lot of positives heading into
the season that he did not have the pre-
vious year.

One thing, however,
that he will not have will
be the element of sur-
prise. A winning record,
complete with a trip to
the playoffs in 2022 may
Childers have surprised a lot of

people last season.

The Tigers were coming off a 2-8
season, their lowest win total since
1996. A season-opening win over
Hamilton jumpstarted a 6-4 campaign
that included a first-round matchup
against eventual Class 2A state cham-
pion Fyffe.

“Qutside of the locker room and
coaches’ offices, there was not a lot of
expectations last year,” said Childers,
who enters his third season at Red Bay.
“A lot of people were expecting us to
win two or three games. We won six
and very easily could have won eight.”

Childers’ third season will feature
nine returning starters on each side of
the ball. Don’t expect, however, Red
Bay to come out and do the exact same
things on the field as last year.

“Schemes are constantly evolving,”
Childers said. “You have to change
with your personnel. If you do some-
thing well all season long, other teams
are going to figure out ways to stop you
during the offseason so you have to be
able change things up and stay ahead
of the curve.”

A return to winning ways has
resulted in more excitement surround-
ing the program. More kids have tried
out for football, which is always good.
Childers, however, said the experience

Steppi

G B Ny -, TR )

s

2022 results
Tharptown Hamilton W, 22-20  at Falkville
Falkville | Lexington L,40-14  Tanner
at Tanner | at Sheffield W,50-39  at Hatton
Hatton | Hackleburg W, 58-24  Phil Campbell com
at Phil Campbell | at Belmont (miss.) W, 16-0 at Fyffe
at Tharptown W, 54-14

". v B o T3
e B 4 ™)

Returning starters

L,28-6 QB Gage Edgmon WR-DB Cody Carnes
W, 54-14 | C-LB Jack West FB Keeton Lanphear

L, 38-22 | RB-LB Will West WR-CB Holden Inmon
L, 30-24 | RT Rhett Lockhart DL Andrew Massey
L,55-8 | TE-LB Kyler Watson DE Wes Mauldin

LG Kaiden Blansett DE Jaden Smith

LT Reed Hamilton LB Eli Ferris

WB-S Brady Bolton S Aiden Pruitt

g out

Jack West, Kyler Watson and Cody Carnes are looking for Red Bay to improve again this season. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

of the returning players will play a
larger factor this year.

“You don’t have to have 80 kids if
you have the 20 right kids,” he said.
“Qur numbers have increased this year,
but we still have alot of work to do. We
can be areal good football team but we
are not there yet.”

Cody Carnes agrees. The senior slot -
back/cornerback has watched the team
take giant steps from his sophomore
season.

“When coach Childers first got here,

we really didn’t know what to expect,”
Carnes said. “That first year we went
2-8 but that really wasn’t a reflection
of how hard we worked. We busted out
tails every day and it was just alearning
curve that started to pay off alittle the
next season. This year we are hoping to
take it a step further.”

Another key returner for the Tigers
is Kyler Watson. The senior is over-
coming an injury he suffered in Week
7 last year. He finished the season and
had surgery. He didn’t compete in

the spring and has been limited this
summer.

“Kyler has stepped into a leadership
role for us,” Childers said. “He was an
all-area selection for us as an offensive
lineman, but he is actually a tight end.
He is dominant at the point of attack in
blocking and does a great job at inside
linebacker for us on defense.”

Watson said motivation has not been
a problem for the Tigers.

SEE RED BAY, G51
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Red Bay’s Holden Inmon finished with six interceptions last year. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

'y RED BAY

From Page G50

“We were not happy with the 2-8
record from the previous year, so we
really put in the work over the off-
season,” he said. “We were proud of
the 6-4 record but there was room to
improve. We worked even harder this
summer, so I feel pretty good about the
season.”

On defense, Watson plays middle
linebacker. In the secondary, Carnes
will be joined by all-area pick Holden
Inmon, who intercepted six passes last
year.

“Holden has had 14 interceptions
over the past two years,” Childers said.
“He has good ball skills and has a knack
for being in the right place at the right
time.”

Jack West, another senior who plays
center and outside linebacker, said
it’s good to have more players on the
roster, but that will not be a substitute
for work.

“It’s exciting to be a senior this year
with higher expectations,” West said.
“Asleaders, we try to set examples in
practice, coming out in good spirits
ready to get things done. It helps set
the tone. You don’t just show up and
play, you have to come to work hard.
Numbers don’t mean anything if you
don’t have a team that is willing to
work for it.”

Carnes added, “The coaches lean
on us as seniors a little more now to
set the right examples. The more we

RED BAY TIGERS
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Quarterback Gage Edgmon is one of Red Bay’s
many returning starters this year. [KEVIN
TAYLOR/TIMESDAILY]

do stuff like that, the less they have
to do. I think we have built that trust
with them.”

Childers said he is proud of the
approach this team is taking.

“It was good for us to get to see ateam
like Fyffe up close,” he said. “They are
the standard and we can see where we
need to be. We talk alot about being a
good teammate. If you can’t be a good
teammate then you are of no use to the
team.”

City of Red Bay

ol %{(My %(/% ona %WMAMA% Suth

GO TIGERS!

City Hall — 203 4th Ave. SE
256-356-4473

www.cityofredbay.org

We support the
Red Bay Tigers!

Hed Bay Body shop

209 3rd Avenue, SW, Red Bay, AL
(256) 356-9320° e-mail: PRH2@att.net

556647-1
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Region: 1A, Region 8 2023 schedule
VI N A 2022 record: 0-9 (0-7 éugi 215 ad éjpen 8CE' ?2

1A, Region 8) ept. ison  Oct.
) Sept. 8 open  Oct. 20
RED DEVILS Last5years: 4-46 (1 | Sopr'15  atShoalsChr.  Oct. 27
playoff berth) Sept. 22 Woodville  Nov. 3

Sept. 29 at Curry

Coach: Cody Renfrow (first year)

2022 results
Phillips at Addison L, 69-0 at Cherokee
Cherokee | Shoals Chr. L,44-16  Meek
at Meek | at Woodville L,58-26  Hackleburg
at Hackleburg | Curry L,66-22  Waterloo
at Waterloo | at Phillips L, 46-0

Returning starters

L, 34-8 RB-LB Trevor Baker WR-CB Manny Alatriste

L,54-0 | QB-DB Christian Purser WR-CB Matthew Patterson

L,44-6 | WR-S Cai Lawler OL-DL Trey Ashley

L, 46-8 OL-DL Lane Easterling C-DL Andrew Shotts
OL-LB Bryson Finch OL-DL Zach Sparks

OL-DE Alex Hargett

With new coach, Vina seeks turnaround year

By Shane Herrmann
For the TimesDaily

Despite low numbers and a midsum-
mer coaching change, excitement and
hope are two prevailing factors sur-
rounding the Vina football program.

Following consecu-
tive winless campaigns
in 2021 and 2022, the
Red Devils got a late start
to the summer workout
program after Cody Ren-
frow was named head
coach in mid-July.

Renfrow, who has also served as head
baseball coach at the school since the
2021-22 season, also played multiple
sports at Vina and is very aware of the

Renfrow

challenges the small Franklin County
school faces.

“As one of the smaller teams in
the state, numbers can be very chal-
lenging,” he said. “We will be low in
numbers, but I believe we have a good
group of young men that truly enjoy
the game. We are taking pride in the
process of doing what it takes to be
successful. As a team, we are embrac-
ing the challenge of turning our football
program around.”

Renfrow said he expects between
16-22 kids on the roster when the
season starts. That’s after the current
players do a little recruiting at the
school once classes begin. “We expect
more kids to come out once school
starts,” he said. “Some are still on the

fence.”

A few things the Red Devils do not
have to worry about are leadership and
experience. Vina only lost two seniors
from last season and will take the field
this year with several players who have
played varsity since they were in eighth
grade.

“We should return the majority of
our starters on both sides of the ball,”
Renfrow said. “We are breaking in a
new quarterback in Christian Purser.
He is a rising junior. Although he is
inexperienced at the position, he has
all the intangibles a coach looks for in
a quarterback.”

Purser, who has also played at Vina
his whole life, said he is just looking for
positive attitudes.

“I’d like to be able to win some games
and get hope back to this program,”
said Purser, who will also see action
at linebacker and in the secondary on
defense. “It’s never fun when there is
alot of negativity going into a season.
People should want to play football
and want to come out and watch us
play.”

Since Renfrow was hired just a few
weeks ago, Vina had a late jump on pre-
season practice. The coach said being
familiar with the program has been an
advantage.

“I was already on staff for a total of
six years,” he said. “The relationships I
have built have made it a smooth tran-
sition. We have been improving each
day.”

FLAME

From Page G33

didn’t know when we were their age,”
he said. “Things like running the right
routes, ways to help memorize plays
and how to be productive in the weight
room.”

Senior leadership, as well as talent,
is something head coach Brett Vick
noticed when he took over the program
in July.

“Iwas very surprised with the talent
level, especially the seniors on the
roster,” said Vick, who spent the last
nine years at Mars Hill. “Overall, we
have eight or nine guys who have really
stepped into a leadership role. They
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have all done a really
good job of buying in to
what we are trying to do.
We have been challeng-
ing them pretty hard and
they have responded.
They want to come to
work.”

Vick said he has seen first-hand what
it takes to win at the Class 1A level, and
he believes Shoals Christian has the
roster to take the next step.

“We are going to stick with the
blueprint that I know, and that is the
Wing-T,” he said. “I learned early
on that the Wing-T is a prolific and
balanced offense. I feel great about
running it with the players we have on
this team. We a lot of versatile guys

Vick

who can do different things for us on
the football field.”

Defensively, Vick also believes
the Flame has enough athletes to get
stops.

“What I like to do fits our person-
nel very well,” Vick said. “I’m excited
to see what it looks like on Friday
nights.”

Senior Sam Storie also letters on
the Shoals Christian boys basketball
team. He has already witnessed one
turnaround season and is ready for
another.

“We were recently pretty bad in
basketball and were able to turn that
around and have a great season,” the
wide receiver and defensive back said.
“That gave us alot of hope for us to be

VINA RED DEVILS

able to do the same in football. A few
years ago we didn’t win a game, then
last year we were in the Elite 8.”

Seniors Tyler Soria and Samuel Camp
are recent additions to the program.
Last year was the first season for Soria,
who transferred from Brooks. Camp
starting playing football in the 10th
grade.

“To be around my friends more is
really nice,” Soria said. “It’s a bigger
group of seniors and a bigger group
of friends so it’s a lot easier to stay
focused and keep the morale up and talk
about what we know we are capable of
doing. We all want to take the next step
and be able to beat some of the team we
haven’t been able to compete with in
several years.”

High School Game Coverage
Team & Player Stats
Up-to-date Game Scores
at www.timesdaily.com/sports/high_school/
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COUGARS

From Page G28

was a popular way to describe it — and
practices throughout the spring and
summer.

There’s only one simple rule that has to
be followed. Or at least something that’s
best be avoided.

“He hates when someone taps the top
of their helmet,” Gallagher said.

And yet, this current group of Cougars
appears to be fairly confident with the
season opener against Brilliant quickly
approaching.

Any particular reason?

“We didn’t lose too many people and a
lot of us have already played together,”
Kavich said.

There’s also been alittle bit of a reshuf-
fling, so to speak, with the offensive line.
Some players moved to other spots and
others have moved in.

“Last year, our line struggled,” Gal-
lagher said. “We averaged like 160
(pounds). Our line is going to be bigger
and better this year. They’re stronger.”

The hope is Waterloo is stronger across
the board. The Cougars will soon find out
if that’s the case.

A winning record and a playoff appear-
ance — those are the goals they’d like to
reach.

“That’s definitely what we’re expect-
ing,” Benson said.

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

GCHEROKEE

From Page G40

Most of those years have been on varsity
so they have taken some licks. They are
ready to get out there and show what
they can do.”

One of those juniors is Daniel Darling.
The lineman who starts on offense and
defense said the entire team has been
working on recruiting new guys within
the school as well as developing chemis-
try with the players already on the roster.

“I started playing varsity when I was
in eighth grade,” Darling said. “We’ve
really been working on getting faster. We
have also been trying to get more guys to
come out and play. Our numbers are up
this year and that helps us with depth.”

Jon Schleifer agreed. The fellow junior
who plays quarterback and cornerback
said recruiting classmates is just part of
being aleader. “It’s always a challenge
to get more guys to come out,” he said.
“I'would talk to guys every day in class

trying to increase our numbers.”

Another junior said the team is starting
to set higher goals.

“If feels like a bigger responsibility
to be aleader,” said Nathan Trent, who
plays running back and middle line-
backer. “A winning record and a trip
to the playoffs is our goal. We need to
continue to work hard, get stronger
and get our football IQ up. We need to
develop good chemistry in the team and
get everyone on the same page.”

The Indians will have six seniors and
10 juniors on the roster. That groupis a
mixture of veterans, newcomers to the
area and some who have been at Chero-
kee along team but are just now coming
out for football.

Tae Hicks, a junior who transferred
from Enterprise, said he is impressed
with the team’s family atmosphere.

“Ijust moved here and it’s been a good
experience,” the cornerback and wide
receiver said. “As soon as I got here, I
felt welcomed by everyone. I can’t wait
for the season to start.”

MUSTANGS

From Page G43

eye-opening moment for them.”

Senior Jack Welch, the team’s leading
tackler from a year ago who is coming
back from a broken femur in November,
said it was disheartening that the defense
couldn’t get off the field at times.

“We’d hold them and then they would
end up getting a first down and we ended
up playing so many snaps,” he said.
“We’d score in three or four plays and
then we’d have to be right back out there

on defense. We have to improve.”

As good as the Mustangs were offen-
sively in 2022 — they scored more than
40 points five times — quarterback
Carter Daniel said they can be even better
in2023.

“We thought we were really good last
season but then we would self-scout
and we would see that we had ahole and
we wouldn’t hit it or I would drop back
and there would be something there
and I would try to make something else
happen,” he said. “We can be more effi-
cient and that would make us even more
explosive on offense.”

HORNETS

From Page G44

hopefully even more (never).

“Even though we lost some players,
I think this group is hungry,” Bowling
said. “We’ve established that making
the playoffs is no longer a dream. It
should be an expectation. Now, what
can we do to get to that next level?”

They’ll try to do it this year with a
new quarterback after four-year starter
Briley Kerby graduated.

Who will replace him? Bowling said in
the summer that he was unsure, though
Huff and sophomore Tasean Love are
the prime candidates.

“They haven’t come out and said it
yet, but it’s been hinted to me,” Huff
said.

Love, however, will be a major factor
in Hatton’s offense, no matter where.

“If he’s not the quarterback, he’ll
be slot/back/DB/move him around,”
Bowling said. “If he’s the guy, he’s going
tohave tobe the guy. We'll see how that
goes early on and finagle it from there.”

On defense, Hattonlost both its inside
linebackers, so Brackin is expected to
move there from outside. Hatton’s lush
depth, however, will benefit Brackin.

He won’t be used as much on offense.

“It will feel pretty good,” Brackin
said. “I didn’t play much offense last
year, anyway, but they want me to
focus on defense this year. It will take
alittle bit of aload off me.”

The Hornets want him delivering that
load to opposing runners.

“He’s started for three years for us
defensively and filled in offensively
because we didn’t have a choice,”
Bowling said. “Now, with depth, we
can have him focus in and really be the
alpha on that side of the ball.”

BOBGATS

From Page G46

“I’m confident. By the time we get
into the season, we’ll figure it out and
it’ll go smoothly for us.” Hill said. “We
just really need our team to be a unit.
We need to be cohesive.”

Sounds like that could be a winning

formula. It might even lead to a playoff
win or two.

And that for Phil Campbell would
certainly be nice.

“If we can get over that hump,” Clark
said, “who knows what can happen.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

TROJANS

From Page G49

to spend the summer figuring out anew
head coach or learning a new playbook.
Not with Dixon coming back for his
second season. By the time the 2022
slate began, he had been the Trojans’
third different coach in three years.

“It’s just nice knowing what you'’re
doing,” tight end Thayer Brewer said of
the benefits to having the same coach
for achange. “Knowing the plays means
a lot. It’s stressful having to change
everything every year.”

Not surprisingly, it tended to show up
on the scoreboard.

Collinwood opened last season with a
five-game losing streak and proceeded
to end on a three-game slide. Three of
those early losses were by seven points
or less, including a 3-0 defeat courtesy
of Summertown. A possible difference
between alosing and non-losing record.

“A year can make a big difference,”
Dixon said. “I’m excited to see the
improvements that we’ve made of just

doing what you’re supposed to do. You
want to see more positives than nega-
tives when you watch film is what ’'m a
believer in. I’m not accustomed to going
2-8, so we want to change that. The last
time I was here, we went 13-1.

“I’ve always been a firm believer
that if you know what you’re doing or
where you’re going, you can get there in
ahurry. If you're confused, you’re just
going to be dancing out there, not doing
anything. That’s what we’re trying to
do is to make things as familiar and
easy as possible. The quickest way from
Point A to Point B is a straight line.””

The question remains if Collinwood
will be breaking out some more dance
moves this season or if it will get to
where it wants to go quickly?

Count the Trojans in for the second
choice.

“We’re feeling pretty confident,”
running back Blake Whitten said. “We
feellike we’re closing the gap.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach
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2023 SHOALS-AREA SCHEDULES

Brooks Lions

Aug. 24 Colbert Co.
Sept. 1 at Mars Hill Bible
Sept. 8 West Morgan*
Sept. 15 at W. Limestone*
Sept. 22 Central*
Sept. 29 open
Oct. 6 East Lawrence*
Oct. 13 at Rogers*
Oct. 20 at Wilson*
Oct. 27 at Deshler*
Nov. 2 Lauderdale Co.
Central Wildcats
Aug. 25 open
Sept. 1 East Limestone
Sept. 8 Wilson*
Sept. 15 at West Morgan*
Sept. 22 at Brooks*
Sept. 29 at WestminsterHSV
Oct. 6 Rogers*
Oct. 13 Deshler*

Oct. 20 at W. Limestone*
Oct. 27 East Lawrence
Nov. 3 at Ardmore

Cherokee Indians

Aug. 25  at Brindlee Mtn.
Sept. 1 Waterloo*
Sept. 8 at Addison*
Sept. 15 at Phillips*
Sept. 22 Shoals Chr.*
Sept. 29 at Tharptown
Oct. 6 at Sheffield
Oct. 12 at Vina*
Oct. 20 open
Oct. 27 Meek*
Nov. 2 Hackleburg*
Colbert County
Indians
Aug. 24 at Brooks
Sept. 1 Sheffield
Sept. 8 open

Sept. 15 at Phil Campbell*
Sept. 22 Lauderdale Co.*
Sept. 29 Deshler
Oct. 6 Mars Hill Bible*
Oct. 13 at Colbert Heights*

Oct. 20 at Clements*
Oct. 27 Elkmont*
Nov. 3 at Sulligent
Colbert Heights
Wildcats
Aug. 25 at Lexington
Sept. 1 Wilson
Sept. 8 at Mars Hill Bible*
Sept. 15 Meek
Sept. 22 Clements*
Sept. 29 open
Oct. 6 at Elkmont*
Oct. 13 Colbert Co.*
Oct. 20 Phil Campbell*

Oct. 27 at Lauderdale Co.*
Nov. 2 at Decatur Heritage

Collinwood
Trojans
Aug. 18 Loretto
Aug. 25 open
Sept. 1 at Cornersville*
Sept. 8 Eagleville*
Sept. 15 at Bruceton
Sept. 22 Clarksville Aca.
Sept. 29 at Richland*
Oct. 6 Moore Co.*

Oct. 13 at Potts Camp (Miss.)
Oct. 20 at Wayne Co.*
Oct. 26 Huntland*

Deshler Tigers
Aug. 25 Madison Aca.
Sept. 1 at Russellville
Sept. 8 West Limestone*

Sept. 15 East Lawrence*
Sept. 22 Wilson*
Sept. 29 at Colbert Co.
Oct. 6 at West Morgan*
Oct. 13 at Central*
Oct. 20 at Rogers*
Oct. 27 Brooks*
Nov. 3 open

Florence Falcons

Aug. 25 at Pinson Valley
Sept. 1 Muscle Shoals
Sept. 8 at Albertville*
Sept. 15 at Austin*
Sept. 22 James Clemens*
Sept. 29 Minor
Oct. 6 Bob Jones*
Oct. 13 at Huntsville*
Oct. 20 at Grissom*
Oct. 27 Sparkman*
Nov. 3 open
Hackleburg
Panthers
Aug. 25  at Phil Campbell
Sept. 1 at Meek*
Sept. 8 open
Sept. 15 Addison*
Sept. 22 Hubbertville
Sept. 29 Red Bay
Oct. 6 at Waterloo*
Oct. 13 Phillips*
Oct. 20 Shoals Chr.*
Oct. 27 Vina*
Nov. 2 at Cherokee*
Haleyville Lions
Aug. 25 at Rogers
Sept. 1 Winfield
Sept. 8 at Cordova*
Sept. 15 at Dora*
Sept. 22 Northside*
Sept. 29 open
Oct. 6 at Oak Grove*
Oct. 13 at Curry*
Oct. 20 Hamilton*
Oct. 27 Corner*
Nov. 3 West Morgan
Hamilton
Aggies
Aug. 25 Red Bay
Sept. 1 open
Sept. 8 at Corner*
Sept. 15 Oak Grove*
Sept. 22 at Cordova*
Sept. 29 Winfield
Oct. 6 Curry*
Oct. 13 Dora*
Oct. 20 at Haleyville*
Oct. 27 at Northside*
Nov. 3 at Fayette Co.
Hatton
Hornets
Aug. 25 at Wilson
Sept. 1 Columbia
Sept. 8 open
Sept. 15 at Tharptown*
Sept. 22 Falkville*
Sept. 29 at East Lawrence
Oct. 6 Tanner*
Oct. 13 at Sheffield*
Oct. 20 Lexington*
Oct. 27 at Red Bay*
Nov. 2 Geraldine

Senior Luke Mosley and the Muscle Shoals Trojans begin their season Thursday at
home against the Bob Jones Patriots. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Lauderdale County

Tigers
Aug. 24 Tanner
Aug. 31 at Rogers
Sept. 8 at Clements*
Sept. 15 Elkmont*
Sept. 22 at Colbert Co.*
Sept. 29 Lexington
Oct. 6 Phil Campbell*
Oct. 13 open

Oct. 20 at Mars Hill Bible*
Oct. 27  Colbert Heights*
Nov. 2 at Brooks

Lawrence County
(Tenn.) Wildcats

Aug. 18 Summertown
Aug. 25 at Loretto
Sept. 1 at Lincoln Co.*
Sept. 8 Giles Co.
Sept. 15 Columbia*
Sept. 22 at Spring Hill*
Sept. 29 at Tullahoma*
Oct. 6 open
Oct. 13 Shelbyville*
Oct. 20 Franklin Co.*
Oct. 27  at Cheatham Co.

Lexington
Golden Bears
Aug. 25 Colbert Heights
Sept. 1 at Pisgah
Sept. 8 Red Bay*
Sept. 15 open
Sept. 22 at Tharptown*
Sept. 29 at Lauderdale Co.
Oct. 6 at Falkville*
Oct. 13 Tanner*
Oct. 20 at Hatton*
Oct. 27 at Sheffield*
Nov. 3 Rogers
Loretto
Mustangs
Aug. 18 at Collinwood
Aug. 25 Lawrence Co. (Tenn.)
Sept. 1 Harpeth*
Sept. 8 at Summertown*
Sept. 15 Lewis Co.*
Sept. 22 at Hickman Co.*
Sept. 29 East Hickman*
Oct. 6 open
Oct. 13 Eagleville

Oct. 20 at Waverly Central*
Oct. 27 at Mount Pleasant*

Mars Hill Bible

Panthers
Aug. 24 at Cullman
Sept. 1 Brooks
Sept. 8 Colbert Heights*
Sept. 15 at Clements*
Sept. 22 Elkmont*
Sept. 29 Russellville
Oct. 6 at Colbert Co.*
Oct. 13 at Phil Campbell*
Oct. 20 Lauderdale Co.*
Oct. 27 at Scottsboro
Nov. 3 open
Muscle Shoals
Trojans
Aug. 24 Bob Jones
Sept. 1 at Florence
Sept. 8 Columbia*
Sept. 15 Athens*
Sept. 22 open
Sept. 29 at James Clemens
Oct. 6 at Hartselle*
Oct. 13 Decatur*
Oct. 20 at Cullman*
Oct. 27 open
Nov. 3 at Sparkman

Phil Campbell
Bobcats
Aug. 25 Hackleburg
Sept. 1 at Lamar Co.
Sept. 8 at Elkmont*
Sept. 15 Colbert Co.*
Sept. 22 open
Sept. 29 at Carbon Hill
Oct. 6 at Lauderdale Co.*

Oct. 13 Mars Hill Bible*
Oct. 20 at Colbert Heights*
Oct. 27 Clements*
Nov. 3 Red Bay
Phillips Bears
Aug. 25 open
Sept. 1 at Tharptown
Sept. 8 Shoals Chr.*
Sept. 15 Cherokee*
Sept. 22 at Meek*
Sept. 29 Brilliant
Oct. 6 at Vina*
Oct. 13 at Hackleburg*
Oct. 20 at Waterloo*
Oct. 27 Addison*
Nov. 3 open
Red Bay Tigers
Aug. 25 at Hamilton
Sept. 1 open
Sept. 8 at Lexington*
Sept. 15 Sheffield*
Sept. 22  Belmont (Miss.)
Sept. 29 at Hackleburg
Oct. 6 Tharptown*
Oct. 13 Falkville*
Oct. 20 at Tanner*
Oct. 27 Hatton*
Nov. 3 at Phil Campbell

Rogers Pirates

Aug. 25 Haleyville
Aug. 31 Lauderdale Co.
Sept. 8 at East Lawrence*
Sept. 15 at Wilson*
Sept. 22 West Morgan*
Sept. 29 open
Oct. 6 at Central*
Oct. 13 Brooks*
Oct. 20 Deshler*
Oct. 27 at W. Limestone*

Nov. 3 at Lexington

Russellville
Golden Tigers

Aug. 25 Grissom
Sept. 1 Deshler
Sept. 8 at Lawrence Co. @aia)*
Sept. 15 West Point*

Sept. 22 at E. Limestone*
Sept. 29 at Mars Hill Bible

Oct. 6 at Brewer*
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 Ardmore*
Oct. 27 Fairview*
Nov. 3 at Athens
Sheffield
Bulldogs
Aug. 24 Elkmont
Sept. 1 at Colbert Co.
Sept. 8 Falkville*
Sept. 15 at Red Bay*
Sept. 22 at Tanner*
Sept. 29 at Waterloo
Oct. 6 Cherokee
Oct. 13 Hatton*
Oct. 20 at Tharptown*
Oct. 27 Lexington*
Nov. 3 open

*—region game

Shoals Christian

Flame
Aug. 25 Tharptown
Sept. 1 open
Sept. 8 at Phillips*
Sept. 15 Vina*
Sept. 22 at Cherokee*
Sept. 29  at Cold Springs
Oct. 6 Danville
Oct. 13 Meek*
Oct. 20 at Hackleburg*
Oct. 27 Waterloo*
Nov. 3 at Addison*
Tharptown Wildcats
Aug. 25 at Shoals Chr.
Sept. 1 Phillips
Sept. 8 at Tanner*
Sept. 15 Hatton*
Sept. 22 Lexington*
Sept. 29 Cherokee
Oct. 6 at Red Bay*
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 Sheffield*
Oct. 27 Falkville*
Nov. 3  at Whitesburg Chr.

Vina Red Devils

Aug. 25 open
Sept. 1 Addison*
Sept. 8 open
Sept. 15  at Shoals Chr.*
Sept. 22 Woodville
Sept. 29 at Curry
Oct. 6 Phillips*
Oct. 12 Cherokee*
Oct. 20 at Meek*
Oct. 27 at Hackleburg*
Nov. 3 at Waterloo*
Waterloo Cougars
Aug. 25 at Brilliant
Sept. 1 at Cherokee*
Sept. 8 at Meek*
Sept. 15 open
Sept. 22 Addison*
Sept. 29 Sheffield
Oct. 6 Hackleburg*
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 Phillips*
Oct. 27 at Shoals Chr.*
Nov. 3 Vina*
Wa‘X’r!e County
ildcats
Aug. 18 Mount Pleasant
Aug. 25 at Summertown
Sept. 1 at Richland*
Sept. 8 Moore Co.*
Sept. 15 at McEwen
Sept. 22 Eagleville*
Sept. 29 at Huntland*
Oct. 6 at Cornersville*
Oct. 13 open
Oct. 20 Collinwood*
Oct. 27 Liberty Creek
Wilson
Warriors
Aug. 25 Hatton
Sept. 1 at Colbert Heights
Sept. 8 at Central*
Sept. 15 Rogers*
Sept. 22 at Deshler*
Sept. 29 open
Oct. 6 West Limestone*
Oct. 13 East Lawrence*
Oct. 20 Brooks*
Oct. 27  at West Morgan*

Nov. 3 at Lawrence Co. (Ala.)
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From Page G3

Can Russellville rise again?

Russellville may have won a third
straight region title last year, but the
Golden Tigers finished with five losses.

Egads.

That was just the third time in 20 years
that Russellville larded up the loss column
sowell.

Losing to Grissom in last year’s season
opener was an ominous sign. (Gris-
som finished 3-8, also beating one-win
Albertville and three-win Buckhorn.)

Maybe the Golden Tigers can avoid
such a pitfall this time.

Can Deshler take another jump?

Deshler, at the end of last year’s regular
season, was one of five teams in the state
to show a seven-win improvement over
2021.

The Tigers were 3-7in 2021 and entered
last year’s playoffs at 10-0.

But Deshler faltered in the playoff
quarterfinals — Oneonta’s Fluff Bothwell
strolled through the Tigers for 322 yards
rushing and four touchdowns.

If those numbers don’t still sting, the
62-20 final score will.

Which new coach will have
the most success?

There are nine new coaches among the
area’s 30 teams this year.

Just two of those schools finished last
year with winning records.

Both Lexington and Phil Campbell
made the playoffs with Lexington winning
its first region championship since 2009.

Defense, anyone?

Afewteams, based onlast year’s scores,
started track and field season a little early.

Maybe Loretto and Brooks and Central
and (fill in the blank) will improve at stop-
ping foes.

Loretto gave up a 33.3-point average
last year, a number boosted by one shut-
out. Just one other time did the Mustangs
surrender less than 25.

Brooks had a 33-point average against,
helped by a season-ending 28-7 win over
Lauderdale County. The Lions gave up
less than 21 points two other times — to
teams that finished a combined 1-19.

Those same two teams marked Cen-
tral’s top scoring defense nights.
Otherwise, the Wildcats gave up at least
28 every game. Foes averaged 36.2 points.

Give a chef’s kiss to the game where
Central gave up 69. And won. In
regulation.

Don’t get sidelined. Make the RIGHT play.
You are smarter and stronger than any substance.

haf B AL

Damian Thompson may grab some attention at Rogers this year, just like he did the last two sea-
sons at Mars Hill. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

BeSmartDontStart.com
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Impressive Relaxers

that give comfort to your bottom Lline

IMG® |s the progressive choice in motion furniture with exceptional seating comfort,
unrivaled quality and functional designs.

Frece Delivery
COLD-CURE MOLDED FOAM

This spaceage material encases the interior steel frame and sinuous springs,
allowing for body-friendly curvatures to be covered with glove-fitted upholstery. This
guarantees absolute comfort and durability.

N QJ"'

Adjustable head and
- 180 on MOTORIZED Integrated footstool el sufiport

WARRANTY

Ten years on molded foam cushions
and steel frames.
Five years on mechanisms.
Two years on motor battery-parts

— — . ’2 ITIEL .::- .‘;
N = - o _ S plus Leather and fabric covers.
t ﬂ ; htﬁ : | E 4‘

Effortless reclining

360 swivel on MANUAL

Gliding / rocking function

3 sizes
Store Hours:
Sto & I/ee Monday thru
. ) Saturday
Since 1970 Furniture & Bedding 9 A.M. til 6 PM.

555719-1

Free Delivery - Hwy. 43 « Leoma, TN « (931) 852-2111 « Toll Free: 1-800-345-2511
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