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By William Bellou
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S
chool‐aged children who are hospital‐
ized long‐term under physician’s care
due to health conditions can quickly fall

behind in their studies and feel isolated from
their classmates and teachers.  

These children greatly benefit emotionally
by maintaining regular contact with their
school friends and teacher(s) through Omar’s
Dream Program.

This nonprofit program allows students to
continue their education with help of the
teacher and use of a supplied laptop. 

The organization offers a bridge of com‐
munication which opens up a vibrant world
for the student to attend class lectures, assem‐
blies, music, and take part in real time on
group projects. With such sustained contact,
when the time comes to reintegrate the stu‐
dent with his or her class, the integration is
smooth.  Also, the emotional bridge of com‐
municating with friends helps the healing
process.

Support the annual event!
Omar's Dream Foundation has set the date

for the 11th annual 5k & 10k fun run.
The event will take place at Hellyer Park in

San Jose on Sunday, October 15th.
Omar would have turned twenty‐one this

year. To celebrate his 21st birthday, the organ‐
ization is launching a partnership with Con‐
necting Champions to start the career guid‐

ance program for all the students/patients
using Omar's Dream Program.

Registration fee for this year’s Run is $40
(includes a T‐shirt and a goody bag). Partici‐
pants are encouraged to take advantage of
this early bird pricing till September 17th. 

Registration fee will be $45 starting Sep‐
tember 18th. The event also has a group dis‐
count available for 11 or more people regis‐
tering together. To register and find out more
details visit their website: www.omars‐
dream.org

Omar's Dream Foundation has employee
matching corporate program with Apple,
Google, Oracle, Netflix, Intel, Intuit, Workday,
Adobe and Synopsys. If you are affiliated with
any of these companies then please take advan‐
tage of this opportunity.

Editor’s note; If you are unable to join the Run,
please consider a general donation. The pro‑
gram would not be possible without your ongo‑
ing support.

Omar's Dream Foundation 11th annual 5k &
10k fun run slated for Oct. 15 at Hellyer Park 

STEMBridge non-
profit organization
founded by group
of Evergreen Valley
HighSchool students

By William Bellou
Publisher

D
edicated to nurturing young
minds in the world of STEM,
STEMBridge is a local 501(c)

(3) nonprofit organization found‐
ed by a group of Evergreen Valley
High School students. 

The organization aims to sup‐
port youth in their learning of dif‐
ficult STEM related subjects, specif‐
ically on competition math and
introductory to intermediate cod‐
ing. 

The organization was co‐found‐
ed by Eshaan Kaipa, Rishit Agraw‐
al, David Sun, Vincent Lo, and Nis‐
hant Jonnalagadda during the fall
of 2022. 

As students who are well versed
in both competition math as well
as coding, they have a mission of
spreading their love for STEM to
the local youth along with a group
of dedicated individuals who are
equally as passionate, STEMBridge
was turned from a dream into a
reality, with over 200 students

See STEMBridge, page 4

Prepped and ready
Evergreen Valley High School’s Pep Band gets ready to perform at upcoming football games.
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STEMBridge
Continued from page 1
taught across 10+ libraries cover‐
ing the West Coast. 

Today, they continue to expand
their reach and strive to have a
greater impact on students through‐
out the nation. In the future, STEM‐
Bridge also plans to offer other pro‐
grams to help students find their
passion in STEM.

Start young
“I believe that with areas relat‐

ed to STEM, it is fundamental to
start young. As someone who has
loved math and computer science
my entire life, I find it even more
intrinsic for those who wish to be
successful in those areas to start
early. I hope that with STEMBridge,
we can inspire children, starting
from around us, to dive into the
world of STEM and explore their
passions”, said Kaipa, a senior at
Evergreen Valley High School. 

“One of my favorite things in the
world is competition math”, said
Sun, a senior at Evergreen Valley
High School. “Unfortunately, I did‐
n’t discover it until my junior year
of high school, as there were no
organizations around me that pro‐
moted competitions such as the
AMCs. My goal is to spread the love
for competition math to as many
people as I can, especially youth
who are talented and interested in
mathematics and wish to further
their learning and put their skills
to test while enjoying the process
of solving problems.”

Free lessons
STEMBridge offers free lessons

at local libraries across the Bay
Area. The organization offers both
in person classes at Village Square
Branch Library as well as online ses‐
sions. The classes are taught week‐
ly by qualified candidates who are
well versed in their area of expert‐
ise. 

“Unlike most other places that
offer competition math prepara‐
tion, our organization offers class‐
es completely free of cost. We strive
to provide opportunities to the
underprivileged kids in the com‐
munity who are nevertheless inter‐
ested in broadening their mathe‐
matical knowledge, one bright
mind at a time”, said Vincent Lo, a
junior at Evergreen Valley High
School.

‘Programming is an avenue for
self‑expression’

"Programming is the heartbeat
of our digital world", said Agraw‐
al, a senior at Evergreen Valley High
School. "It's the language that

empowers us to transform abstract
concepts into tangible reality.
Through STEMBridge, we're
embarking on a journey to intro‐

duce the magic of coding to young
minds, igniting a passion that can
lead to groundbreaking innova‐
tions. I believe that programming
is an avenue for self‐expression
and problem‐solving that deserves
to be explored by all. With every
line of code, we're not just build‐
ing software; we're crafting a mind‐
set of endless possibilities, where
curiosity fuels the drive to create,
innovate, and make a lasting impact
on the world."

“Through STEMBridge, we are
creating an organization that ful‐
fills the needs of every passionate
child who has motivation for learn‐
ing in this field but lacks the means
to do so. Every child who has pas‐
sion for anything should be allowed
to pursue their interests, and
through STEMBridge, we open an
avenue towards those who want
to hope to achieve their dreams”,
said Jonnalagadda, a junior at Ever‐
green Valley High School.

If you are interested in support‐
ing or joining STEMBridge, you can
contact the organization via email
at stembridgecontact@gmail.com,
follow them on Instagram at
@_stembridge, or visit their web‐
site at www.stembridge.page

Eshaan Kaipa / President

Rishit Agrawal / Vice President

David Sun, Head Of Outreach and
Communication

Vincent Lo, Head of Math Department 

Nishant Jonnalagadda / Volunteer

U.S. News and World
Report ranks San
Jose as second-best
for family life 

By William Bellou
Publisher

U
.S. News and World Report
recently ranked San Jose the
second‐best area of the coun‐

try in which to raise a family.
The news publication researched

such factors as living, average salary,
quality of high school education and
crime rates to determine the most
desirable metro areas for families
looking to relocate.

The San Jose metro, which
includes Santa Clara and San Beni‐
to counties, owed its high ranking
in large part to having the best col‐
lege readiness among high school
students, according to U.S. News. 

Also discussed in the rankings was
high housing costs, with a typical
single‐family home now going for
nearly $1.5 million.

Exorbitant home prices are one
reason San Jose has since the start
of the pandemic shed some 50,000
residents, a roughly 5% decline in
the city’s population. That helped
Austin, Texas, knock San Jose off as
the country’s 10th largest city ear‐
lier this year. With a population of

See SAN JOSE, page 5



San Jose
Continued from previous page
about 970,000, San Jose remains the Bay Area’s
largest city and ranks 12th nationwide.

San Jose was the only California metro on
U.S. News’ list. 

Here are the top 25 U.S. cities:
1. Huntsville, Alabama; 
2. San Jose, California; 
3. Green Bay, Wisconsin; 
4. Fayetteville, Arkansas; 
5. Minneapolis‐St. Paul, Minnesota; 
6. Des Moines, Iowa; 
7. Albany, New York; 
8. Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
9. Fort Wayne, Indiana; 
10. Lincoln, Nebraska; 
11. Madison, Wisconsin; 
12. Syracuse, New York; 

13. Pittsburgh;
14. Omaha, Nebraska;
15. Hickory, North Carolina; 

16. Ann Arbor, Michigan; 
17. Buffalo; 
18. Raleigh and Durham, North Carolina;
19. Portland, Maine; 

20. Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; 
21. Rochester, New York; 
22. Washington, D.C.; 
23. Davenport‐Bettendorf, Iowa and Moline‐

Rock Island, Illinois (Quad Cities); 
24. Cincinnati; 
25. Boise, Idaho.
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Carpe Verde;
The Green Cape;
Friday Moons

By Matthew Frazier
Qualified Stormwater Manager

Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper

E
vergreen Valley… What better loca‐
tion than Montgomery Observatory at
Evergreen Valley College for a Friday

evening star viewing? 
I once asked this question in a previous

column entry. “Are there other lesser‐known
locales within this valley for a
Friday evening/Friday night
gaze?”

Sunlight wanes and the sky
darkens. It is now, the blue
hour, and soon night will be
upon us once more. We finish
planting our flowers as the last
shard of light disappears
behind the hills. Now begins,
the sipping hours and night
gardening. Night gardening.
That is correct.

By moonlight, we will can‐
vas our gardens, our land‐
scapes, and our yards. We will
find that which we tend to overlook during
the daylight hours. This is a plethora of splen‐
dor awaiting us. What waits for us in this
alternate scheme? Putting the finishing
touches on our potted floral arrangements?
Watering in the loose soil around the shrubs
and trees we just planted? The night will tell.

Moonlight on a Friday night ‐‐ This is the
end of our workweek and the beginning of
our weekend. It is nearly time to retire to
the comforts of the interior of our homes.
Not yet. There waits for us something more.
Night beckons and we heed the call. Just one
more hour in our garden. One more hour in
our yards. To soak in the atmosphere and
bask in the green light of night in late sum‐
mer.  The ‘Carpe Verde.’

This is a time for concepts and plotting. A
time when we can sit back and afford our‐
selves a brief rest, to take in that which we
have accomplished during our tasks this
day. As we raise our hands towards the

moonlight, we see the details and the nuances
of the soil that covers our skin.

Sit for a spell. Have a mason jar filled with
homemade limeade garnished
with mint. We have earned it.
Envision now the next phase
… The next stage of our gar‐
dening. What will come in the
morning? In the morning
which follows that? Are we to
convert our entire terrain?
Perhaps one step at a time until
we have accomplished some‐
thing more grandiose?

It is Friday night. The Moon
lights our path through the
garden. Through the yards. We
stop at the edge of our prop‐
erty line, staring out across the

roads and the streets as we admire that
which we have accomplished this day. Yet
there is much left to do. But now we reward
ourselves with a much‐deserved rest. The
air is heavy with ambient heat and humid‐
ity. The ambiance which surrounds us is a
luminescent green. It is Friday night. Our Fri‐
day Moon watches over us now as always. 

Few are the occasions when one asks them‐
selves to envision that which waits for us.
This night we plot. This night we dream of
greater things for our gardens and our yards.
The next frontier awaits us. Carpe Noche…
Carpe Verde ‐ The Green Cape… Seize The
night… Seize the green… 

The night is ours.
Editor’s note: Matthew Frazier is a Certi‑

fied Water Manager, Qualified Stormwater
Manager, and Qualified Water Efficient Land‑
scaper. You may reach Matthew at (408) 656‑
5622 – Mobile; or by email: kitchenfra‑
zier@hotmail.com

Water Wise
Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water

Manager

Buy 4 bundtlets, get a free
insulated lunch bag

while supplies last! 
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Pay what you can afford option
makes ticket prices affordable 

M
ission Chamber Orchestra of San José
(MCOSJ) opens its 2023‐4 Season
with a concert programmed and con‐

ducted by Juan Cristóbal Palacios, one of the
four finalists in its search for a new Music
Director. 

“Dances, Songs and Melodies from the Past”
on Saturday, September 30th at 7:30 at the
Hammer Theatre Center in San Jose features
music ranging from Boccherini’s best loved
cello concerto, through folksong inspired
works by Kodály and John Rutter, to the
dancing rhythms of Beethoven’s 7th Sym‐
phony.

Conductor Juan Palacios was born in Cara‐
cas, Venezuela. His career has encompassed
conducting, composition and education, and
has taken him to countries around the world
including South and North America and
Europe. 

For this season opener “I chose a varied

program where each of the works repre‐
sents independent thought, but they as a
whole express a feeling of freshness” says
Palacios. “Rutter's pavane songs, Kodály's
traditional melodies, and Beethoven's dance‐
like symphony will take us on a beautiful
musical‐historical journey full of emotions,
freshness, reflection and passion”.  

Performing as soloist in Boccherini’s cello
concerto is Palacios’ lifelong friend, Germán
Marcano, one of the most important cellists
in the Latin American music scene. He was
principal cellist of the Simón Bolivar Sym‐
phonic Orchestra and has premiered and
recorded many works by Venezuelan and
Latin American composers. 

Says Palacios “Our friendship and passion
for music began as early as elementary school.
By the time we were adolescents we… began
to realize that music was going to be our life. 

This unique opportunity to start the sea‐
son seemed like the ideal situation to share
the stage, not only with the extraordinary
musicians of MCOSJ, but also with a great

friend that life has given me.”
MCOSJ’s subscription concerts this season

give the audience the opportunity to enjoy
thrilling live music in intimate venues with
programs chosen and conducted by the four
outstanding candidates for Music Director.
It’s a unique chance to be part of this impor‐
tant transition for the orchestra. Ticket prices
are affordable ‐ General: $25, Senior: $20,
Student: $15, Child: $10 ‐ and the “pay what
you can afford” option ensures the concerts
are accessible for everyone to enjoy.  

Event: Mission Chamber Orchestra of San
José Concert 

Saturday, Sept. 30, 7:30 p.m.  
Hammer Theatre Center, 101 Paseo de San

Antonio, San José
Juan Palacios, Guest Conductor
Germán Marcano, Cello Soloist
John Rutter Suite for Strings 
Zoltán Kodály Dances of

Marosszék 
Luigi Boccherini Concerto

G. 482
Ludwig van Beethoven Symphony no. 7
Season Tickets:  General: $80, Senior: $65,

Student: $48, Child: $30.
Individual Concert:  General: $25, Senior:

$20, Student: $15, Child: $10.
Or pay what you can afford. www.mis‐

sionchamber.org/events‐tickets

Mission Chamber Orchestra 
season opener to feature dances,
songs and melodies from past 
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District 8 goes
back to school

By Domingo Candelas 
District 8 Councilmember

A
s bittersweet as it is to see
the summer break come to
a close, it sure is exciting to

return to the classroom for anoth‐
er year of learning. 

The opportunity to make new
friends, build on old friendships,
and create new memories is all
part of what makes going back to
school so great. 

For our students, teachers, and
faculty, I want to wish you all a fun,
safe, and productive school year.
My office and I are here to support
our families in every way possible to pro‐
mote learning, community, and safety. 

Strike averted
The 2023‐24 Council session has begun.

One of the Council's first major actions was
to avert a strike by our two largest employ‐
ee unions representing over 4,500 city staff. 

City workers operate our airport, feed our
elderly at community centers, maintain our
parks and roads, and generally keep our city

running. A strike in our city
would have been very costly
and even more devastating
to our community. 

Our city workers will
receive a 14.5% increase over
three years, and 8 weeks of
paid family leave. This is an
investment in our workforce,
our city, and ultimately our
residents. 

With the rising cost of liv‐
ing in San Jose and the region,
we had to take action to
ensure our workers can
afford to live in the amazing

city they help build and maintain. 
I remain committed to protecting our com‐

munity and ensuring we provide essential
services to our residents. 

Council
Report

Domingo Candelas,
District 8 Councilmember
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IN MEMORY

Nelda Ann Zoller
March 8, 1920 – July 16, 2023
Resident of Evergreen Valley; served as
Deacon at The Villages Community Chapel

O
ur dear Mother passed away on July 16, 2023
at the age of 103. Nelda was
the only daughter of John

Baustian and Anna Stein.
Nelda was born and raised in

Davenport, Iowa where she met
our dad, Roy Zoller. Married in
1943, they were together only one
month when Roy was deployed
overseas with the Marines for two
and a half years. During this time
apart, Nelda worked at the Dav‐
enport National Bank & Trust. Fol‐
lowing WWII, Nelda and Roy lived
in Davenport where their first two children were
born. During the Korean conflict, Roy was recalled
into service in Hawaii where the family lived on the
island of Oahu. In 1952 they relocated to San Jose,
CA where their third child was born.

Nelda’s primary focus was on her family. After join‐
ing Stone Presbyterian Church, she became active
in her children’s Sunday School and youth group

activities. She also served as a Deacon. While at
Stone Church Nelda and Roy made many friend‐
ships lasting over 50 years. Nelda also volunteered
with the San Jose Hospital Auxiliary and was a proud
member of PEO until her passing.

In 1978, Nelda and Roy moved to The Villages
Retirement Community where she remained active
in the Ladies’ 9 Hole Golf League and other Village
activities, including the Walking for Balance class
where at the age of 100 she was recognized as the

oldest and longest member of the
class. She also became a Deacon
at The Villages Community Chapel.

Nelda was preceded in death by
her husband of 61 years, Roy. She
is survived by her children Ann
Kilty ( Jim), Stephen Zoller and
Karen Zoller (Mark Rodriguez),
two grandchildren Lucas Rodri‐
guez and Kaley Rodriguez (Allan Yu).

The family would like to thank
Rosie who assisted in Mom’s care
in her Villages home for five years,

Touch of Life Care Home where she resided her
last year and Bonita Springs Hospice who helped
care for her in her final weeks.

Our family celebrated Mom in a private grave‐
side service at Oak Hill Memorial Park on August
14th.

We miss you Mom and will think of you every
day!

TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK

Content Curation
By Shubhi Asthana

H
ave you ever stumbled into
a conversation where every‐
one is speaking around this

“techie” word – and even after
you’ve broken in, it is difficult to
understand the unfamiliar jargon and acronyms?
Well, there’s no need to sweat it. Let me teach you
the meaning of some commonly used tech words:

Content Curation
Even if you’re new to tech, chances are you’re not

new to social media. Content curation is the process
social media sites use to gather and present con‐
tent (articles, links, videos, images, etc.) that are rel‐
evant to a specific topic or a user’s area of interest.
Content can be selected manually by a person des‐

ignated as a curator, or it can be gathered through
automated programs that track things like upvot‐
ing, likes, hashtags, or analysis of a user’s previous
online activity.

Content curation comes in all forms, including:
• RSS feeds
• Links posted on blogs.
• Social media feeds
• Online news sites
So how does one start curate content for their own

business?
1. Decide how much content you'll curate
Determine what percentage of content to create

and curate. You may even want to decide the per‐
centage of content to use from each network. For
example, you may plan to curate 70% of your con‐
tent and out of that 70%, 60% will come from Twit‐
ter and 40% from Instagram. There is no single
answer as to what percentage is best for curating.
Test different percentages and see what mix gets

See TECH JARGON, next page



EVERGREEN TIMES n SEPT. 8 – SEPT. 21, 2023 n PAGE 9SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM

5635 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95123

Times Local News

City Councilmember Candelas
holds community event bringing
community together for fun and
relaxation

By Kevin Larsen
Times Media writer 

A
free community music event held at
Evergreen Village Square was attended
by hundreds of residents on September

1. 
The unique design of Evergreen Village

Square makes it a popular “go to” destination
that revitalizes minds and spirits, not unlike
the tranquil open spaces seen in Europe.

Team Domingo (San Jose City Councilmem‐
ber Candelas and his office staff) was there to
welcome everyone to the event. There were
tables of complimentary finger foods and nutri‐
tional beverages supplied by local business‐
es. The kids seemed to gravitate to the offer‐
ings of Curry Pizza, and quickly gobbled them
up! 

As Domingo took the stage and thanked all
for coming, he introduced himself as the Dis‐
trict 8 San Jose City Councilperson representing
Evergreen Valley. 

“I welcome all to speak to my office with any
concerns or complements you may have for
our area,” Domingo said. “As your council rep‐
resentative, I look forward to engaging, con‐
necting and working hard on your behalf.”

“Interstate” rocks the event
A new exciting local Evergreen Valley High

School kid band called “Interstate” really rocked
the event. The band played so professionally;
it was hard to believe they were playing their
first public gig.  

After the high school band came the pro‐
fessional cover band which played some

favorites while people danced in front of the
stage.

Many attendees commented that it was nice
to have a young vibrant city council person
who has the energy to make things happen in
positive ways.  Even when one resident had a
negative take on an issue, Domingo respond‐
ed positively by pointing out the good things.

Editor’s note:  Councilmember Domingo Can‑
delas said his team was in the process of plan‑
ning the annual “Fall Family Festival” at Lake
Cunningham. If you would like to volunteer,
email or call the District 8 office. Also, Domin‑
go is holding many more community events
such as Music in the Park. Read the Evergreen
Times for news of upcoming events. To view the
District 8 website, visit district8@sanjoseca.gov,
or call (408) 535‑4908.

Music in the Village Square event a big hit!

Domingo Candelas converses with constituents
at the Music in the Village Square event on Sep-
tember 1.

Tech Jargon, continued
the most engagement from your audience
and from which sources.

2. Identify topics
Identify different topics for the content

you plan to curate. This will make it easier
to search for content and gain a wide vari‐
ety of consumable content for your audi‐
ence. You can select topics that are strict‐
ly related to your industry or you can take
a broader approach and find topics that are
relevant to your brand.

3. Find your sources
Find a wide variety of sources, both to

increase your audience base but also to
keep them entertained. Here are a few of
the most popular strategies for sourcing
content:

Re‐share social media content: You can
re‐share content from popular social sites
like Instagram or Twitter. Compile a list of
industry‐relevant hashtags and look for
applicable content that has been posted
with those tags. Depending on your indus‐
try, LinkedIn may also provide valuable
content to curate.

Manual research: Read industry‐relevant
online publications to learn about the most
recent trends or strategies in your niche.

Content curation tools: Use content aggre‐
gators that allow you to easily see posts
from websites that you select.

4. Share with your audience
Publish the content you've found to share

with your audience. To maximize time, it's

best to use a scheduling tool and schedule
content in bulk for days or even a week at
a time. You may want to look for a tool that
has a browser extension that allows you to
easily schedule content from your web
browser while you research.

5. Analyze your results
Monitor how engaged your audience is

with your curated content to determine
what to post next. For example, you may
notice that your audience engages the most
with the content you share on a particular
topic. In that case, you want to adjust your
content plan to include a greater percent‐
age of content on that topic.

About the Author
Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send

in your comments or feedback to the author
at shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana
works as a Research Senior Software Engi‑
neer at the IBM Almaden Research Center,
San Jose.
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How much 
are the top 
San Jose
employees
paid?

By Jana Kadah
San José Spotlight

A
s San Jose braces for budget
deficits in the coming year,
the city broke its record in

employee compensation last year
with 63 employees earning an
annual salary of more than
$400,000.

Of the top 100 highest‐paid city
employees, 93 work in public safe‐
ty—69 in the police department
and 24 in the fire department. The
only city employees making more
than $500,000 work in public safe‐
ty. City Manager Jennifer Maguire
is the highest paid non‐public safe‐
ty employee, and fourth overall in
top earners.

Just eight city employees earned
more than $400,000 in annual pay
and benefits in 2018, city data
shows. That number increased to
34 in 2020 and jumped to 63 in
2022, according to a San José Spot‐
light analysis on employee salaries
every two years between 2018‐
2022. City data shows a fire cap‐
tain topped the list last year with

roughly $566,733 in compensation
and benefits.

Overtime wages also increased
to $97 million—$19 million more
than in 2020, data shows. Around
half of those wages went to police
officers, according to the analysis.

Members of the San Jose City
Council do not rank near the top of
the list, and on average net
$130,000 to $150,000 annually,
including benefits, according to city
data. The mayor tends to earn con‐
siderably more than other staff. In
2022, then‐Mayor Sam Liccardo
earned more than $250,000 in pay
and benefits.

The city employed about 8,400
people, including part‐time employ‐
ees, in 22 departments last year.
The total cost of employment is
$130 million.

These are the top highest paid 10
non‐police or fire San Jose employ‐
ees in 2022:

The data was collected from the
city’s employee compensation por‐
tal. The “other” category includes
sick and vacation payouts, among
other cash payments. “Benefits”
includes health care and retirement
contributions.

Jennifer Maguire
Maguire has been with the city

since 1991, starting in the budget
office. After a number of promo‐
tions, she became the city manag‐
er in 2021.

Title: City Manager
Base pay: $384,387.90
Overtime: $0
Other: $20,749
Benefits: $81,840
Total: $486,976.90

Nora Frimann
Frimann joined the city attorney’s

office in 2001 and became the city
attorney in 2020.

Title: City Attorney
Base pay: $355,523.89
Overtime: $0
Other: $15,401.91
Benefits: $81,858.89
Total: $452,784.69

Prabhu Palani
Palani joined San Jose as chief

investment officer of San Jose’s
retirement system in 2018.

Title: Chief Investment Officer
Base pay: $346,087.82
Overtime: $0
Other: $35,922.22
Benefits: $43,457.54
Total: $425,467.58

Angel Rios
Rios has been with the city for 23

years, working as a recreation
superintendent and director of the
Parks, Recreation and Neighbor‐
hood Services Department before
joining the city manager’s office in
2018.

Title: Deputy City Manager

Base pay: $320,572.59
Overtime: $0
Other: $14,816.42
Benefits: $88,745.72
Total: $424,134.73

Steve Colby
Colby has been working as an

engineer in the Environmental
Services Department for 13 years.

Title: Senior Automation Engi‐
neer II

Base pay: $150,306.24
Overtime: $202,773.74
Other: $2,604.37
Benefits: $57,910.62
Total: $413,594.97

Christopher (Kip) Harkness
Harkness has worked as deputy

city manager since 2016.
Title: Deputy City Manager
Base pay: $316,616.92
Overtime: $0
Other: $5,383.50
Benefits: $89,065.17
Total: $411,065.59

Leland (Lee) Wilcox
Wilcox has worked for San Jose

for 18 years. In 2021, he was pro‐

moted to assistant city manager.
Title: Assistant City Manager
Base pay: $320,676.59
Overtime: $0
Other: $20,470.56
Benefits: $64,551.32
Total: $405,698.47

Matt Cano
Cano worked for San Jose in a

variety of roles over the span of
nearly 24 years and served as pub‐
lic works director before leaving
to work for Milpitas.

Title (as of Dec. 31, 2022): Pub‐
lic Works Director

Base pay: $284,309.16
Overtime: $0
Other: $13,633.21
Benefits: $83,613.04
Total: $381,555.41

Roberto Pena
Pena was named director of

retirement services in 2013.
Title: Director of Retirement Serv‐

ices
Base pay: $319,104.76
Overtime: $0
Other: $34,400.93
Benefits: $25,703.60
Total: $379,209.29

Benjamin Johnson Jr. 
Johnson was hired in 2012 as a

senior deputy city attorney, pro‐
moted to chief deputy city attorney
a few months later. He assumed his
current position of assistant city
attorney in 2020.

Title: Assistant City Attorney
Base pay: $284,948.32
Overtime: $0
Other: $8,978.62
Benefits: $83,344.93
Total: $377,271.87

San Jose City Hall is located at 200 E. Santa Clara St. Photo by Jana Kadah.
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete 

programs for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or
just need some supplemental instruction to improve your driving

skills, we are just the school for you! We believe Advantage Driving
School offers a great combination of experienced driving instructors

and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182;

Email: info@advantagedriversed.com
Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Jewelry

TimesClassifieds
Limousine Service

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF
ALMADEN VALLEY,
UCC
6581 Camden Ave.,
San Jose, CA 95120.
Pastor, Rev. Marty
Williams, 408 268
0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progres-
sive approach to faith,
worship and giving to
our local community.
We are proud to be
UCC, Open and Affirm-
ing (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local
LifeMoves (formerly
InnVision) Shelter
Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End
Poverty.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-

ship, study, fellowship
and outreach, we strive
to nurture and grow a
strong faith community
of believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important part of God's
family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to
practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-

latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408 274 1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our mem-

bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We
offer spiritual opportu-
nities for all ages,
including children's
liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High,
IGNITE - High School
and North Star -Young
Adult Ministries, along
with small faith com-
munities and opportu-
nities to help the poor

and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Pre-
school is the only
Catholic Preschool
offering quality family
oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our
Chapel, Gathering Hall,
Parish Office, Mission
Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Gar-
den and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San
Felipe Rd. Please come
join us to worship at
one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday
5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi
Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday
of the month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated
Community (Cribari
Auditorium) Sunday

8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission
Center open M-F 9:00
AM -12:00 PM; 1:00
PM - 4:00 PM. Come
join us and share your
presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our
gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com
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