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Donation - Don McMullin presents check to repre-
sentatives of the Worcester County Humane Society. The do-
nation was made possible from the proceeds of the Hops 
Scramble.  See story on page 4
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WCPS announces new school safety protocols
As the school year begins, Worces-

ter County Public Schools (WCPS) has 
announced a new set of protocols to 
boost school safety efforts and create 
common language among the school 
system, emergency services partners, 
and the school system community.  

The school system has adopted the 
Standard Response and Reunification 
Protocols created by the I Love U Guys 
Foundation (https://iloveuguys.org). 
The Foundation conducted a full day 
of training with all school system ad-
ministration and emergency services 
partners during WCPS’s annual two-
day Safety Summit in July. Since that 
time, all staff within WCPS have been 
trained in the protocols and how they 
are applied to their specific classrooms 
and schools.   

“School safety is a critical compo-
nent to enable our students and staff 
to bring their best to school every day,” 
Chief Safety and Academic Officer An-
nette Wallace said. “It is our responsi-
bility to ensure that everyone, 
including our families, are aware of 
what to expect and what to do in the 
event of a crisis. This is precisely why 
we have placed such an emphasis on 
training since this summer’s safety 
summit.”  

School system families will receive 

information on the protocols, educat-
ing them in the five school safety sta-
tuses: Hold, Secure, Lockdown, 
Evacuate, and Shelter. Each of the sta-
tuses is labeled by a specific icon and a 
directive for students and staff. 
Schools will communicate with fami-
lies any time the school enters into a 
school safety status; this communica-
tion will also provide expectations for 
families, which in most cases is re-
questing families to wait for further in-
struction or notification that the 
school has returned to normal opera-
tions.   

“By providing clear expectations on 
when and how schools will communi-
cate with families in the event of a 
school safety status change, we reas-
sure them that our schools are actively 

and appropriately responding to what-
ever is occurring,” Coordinator of Pub-
lic Relations and Special Programs 
Carrie Sterrs said. “At the same time, 
families are educated that in these in-
stances, coming to the school is not al-
ways the best course of action, and 
waiting for that additional communi-
cation or instruction is the best way 
they can help in times of crisis.”  

In addition to the new protocols, 
schools will continue to emphasize the 
importance of reporting suspicious or 
concerning behaviors within our 
schools. Worcester County utilizes the 
Maryland Center for School Safety’s 
anonymous tipline (833-MD-B-SAFE 
or https://schoolsafety.maryland.gov/
Pages/Tipline.aspx) to provide stu-
dents, staff, and members of our com-

munity with the means to report a tip. 
Tipline access information is readily 
available on all school websites.  

“Tips that come into the Safe 
Schools Maryland tipline are com-
pletely confidential,” Coordinator of 
School Safety Shawn Goddard said. 
“It’s so important that we can provide 
the means for anyone to report a tip. 
The earlier we know about potential 
threats to our school environments, 
the quicker we can appropriately ad-
dress them, and as we all know, time 
is critical in any safety response.”  

Additional information about the 
WCPS’ new School Safety protocols 
can be found on a newly established 
page on the school system’s website 
at https://www.worcesterk12.org/pag
e/school-safety-protocols.  

“I’m about out of listings.  That’s the first time that’s happened  
in my 47 years as an active Realtor in Ocean Pines!   

Inventory is way down.  It’s a seller’s market!  
Call 410-430-5743 now to list your property.”

Chorus hosts  
guest night 

The Delmarva Chorus, a chapter of 
Sweet Adelines International. is plan-
ning a Wine & Cheese Open House / 
Guest Night to celebrate its 20th an-
niversary on Monday, September 25, 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Ocean 
Pines Community Center.  All ladies 
who love to sing are invited to attend 
to find out all about the chorus.  For-
mer members are also invited to join. 
Fun, smiles and laughter are guaran-
teed.  For more information, call Mary 
at 410-208-4009, go to www.delmar-
vachorus.org or search “Delmarva 
Chorus” on Facebook or Instagram.
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New OPA law firm gets introduction
Included in the Ocean Pines An-

nual Meeting reports on August 26 
were an overview of legal services by 
law firm Ayres Jenkins Gordy & Al-
mand, and the yearly audit report 
from UHY LLP.  

Attorney Bruce Bright of Ayres 
Jenkins Gordy & Almand spoke on the 
firm’s history and current duties with 
Ocean Pines, while Chris Hall summa-
rized the annual audit process.   

Bright said his firm was newly re-
tained in May, so there’s “not a lot of 
activity to report” just yet.  

He said Ayres Jenkins Gordy & Al-
mand was established 50 years ago, in 
1973, in Ocean City. The firm has rep-

resented the Town of Ocean City for 
the last four decades, has represented 
the Worcester County School Board 
for many years, and currently repre-
sents the Town of Snow Hill.  

“We are happily accustomed to 
representing important institutions in 
this local area,” Bright said.   

Bright said the firm also has expe-
rience serving HOAs and condo-
minium associations, both locally and 
as far away as Easton. He said Ayres 
Jenkins Gordy & Almand is presently 
comprised of 11 attorneys, including 
eight partners and three associates.   

“We will take a team approach to-
ward fulfilling the legal needs of Ocean 

Pines,” Bright said, adding that he will 
serve as the principal attorney, with 
firm partner Maureen Howarth serv-
ing as co-counsel. Howarth previously 
served as the Worcester County attor-
ney and has ample experience repre-
senting community associations.   

As general counsel to Ocean Pines, 
Bright said his firm will cover “the full 
array of legal services,” including rep-
resenting the community in any litiga-
tion, and providing legal support and 
advice to the general manager, various 
departments, and Board of Directors. 
They will also assist with contracts and 
represent Ocean Pines in assessment 
collections.  

“We do that kind of [collections] 
work for dozens of condominium as-
sociations and HOAs, so we’re well 
prepared,” he said.   

Bright added his firm will supply 
all those services “at two-thirds the 
hourly rate of our predecessor.”  

“We’re hopeful to be a lot more cost 
effective in delivering these services to 
Ocean Pines and its members, and 
we’re really looking forward to a pro-
ductive relationship between one of 
the oldest law firms on the Eastern 
Shore and the largest community as-
sociation on the Eastern shore,” he 
said. “We’re very proud to serve in this 
capacity, going forward.”  

Later in the meeting, Hall supplied 
the annual auditor’s report. If his 
name sounds familiar, Hall previously 
served Ocean Pines with the TGM 
Group.  

“We merged our firm a few years 
ago ... [and] are now part of a larger 
firm,” he said. “We’re the 28th largest 
firm in the country, so we have a lot of 
resources and expertise behind us.”  

Hall added the UHY offices remain 
locally based, with “the same partners 
[and] the same staff.”  

As the auditor, Hall said UHY au-
dits and renders an opinion on the As-
sociation’s financial statements each 
year. 

He said the process starts each 
April, with internal control documen-
tation and risk assessments, and con-
tinues through the spring and early 
summer with inventory counts, bal-
ance sheet and income statement test-
ing of accounts and transactions, and 
other fieldwork.   

The process generally wraps up in 
July with a review of the final fiscal-
year financial statements.    

Once again, Hall said Ocean Pines 
earned a “clean” and unmodified opin-
ion.  

“That’s the highest level of assur-
ance that any independent finical firm 
can give,” he said.  

Hops Scramble benefits local charities 
The Ocean Pines Golf Club on Au-

gust 25 played host to the successful 
return of the Ernie Stiles Bavarian 
Hops Scramble.  

After several years off because of 
the COVID pandemic, the 16th annual 
event paid homage to the late Ernie 
Stiles, who founded the event in the 
early 2000s as a fun, boozy fundraiser 
for local charities.   

During the tournament, 62 players 
teed off for a nine-hole experience ac-
companied by four refreshing hops 
beverages.   

Karen Lill earned the coveted 
“hops hat” with her closest-to-the-pin 
shot of 8 feet, four inches on the sev-
enth hole.  

Golf member Bob Long said the 
tournament also featured “a grand tee 
box party on the seventh that featured 
live music by the Bearded Men Soci-
ety.”   

“There were shots and hors d’oeu-
vres, along with a noise that rivaled the 
16th at the Phoenix Open – well, al-
most!” Long said with a laugh. “Fol-
lowing play, Judie Scotti and the 

Clubhouse Bar & Grille crew hosted a 
nice dinner that was well attended.”  

Proceeds this year went to a $1,035 
donation to Diakonia and a $1,000 do-
nation to the Worcester County Hu-
mane Society. The tournament has 
raised more than $30,000 for local 
charities since its inception.   

“Thank yous go to Don McMullen 
and Patty Curtin, who coordinated the 
event, and to the Bearded Men Society 
who donated their time and expertise 
to make the seventh-hole tee box party 
a grand event,” Long said.   

Annual meeting FAQ outlined
The following questions were 

asked during the 2023 Ocean Pines 
Association Annual Meeting:   

 
Q. What do motions by home-

owners at the annual meeting ac-
tually do?  

A. According to Ocean Pines By-
laws Section 4.02.(a) “Issues not con-
tained in the notice of the meeting ... 
shall not be binding on the Association 
or the Board of Directors.”  

Doug Parks, at the time serving as 
Association President, summarized, 
“If [the motion] passes, it will be a rec-
ommendation from the membership 
to the Board for further considera-
tion.”  

 To view the bylaws, visit 
https://www.oceanpines.org/docu-
ments/10184/90460/Amended+and+
Restated+By-Laws+Amended+5-24-
2022.pdf.  

 
Q. How can a homeowner ini-

tiative a referendum?  
A. According to Ocean Pines By-

laws Section 4.07. “A petition may be 
used to propose action requiring a ref-
erendum …” According to Section 
4.07.(c)(2) “For issues for referendum 
… a petition requires signatures of 
members who are eligible to vote rep-
resenting at least ten percent (10%) of 
the votes in the Association as refer-
enced in Section 3.0l(a).”   

To view the bylaws, visit 
https://www.oceanpines.org/docu-
ments/10184/90460/Amended+and+
Restated+By-Laws+Amended+5-24-
2022.pdf.  

 
Q. Ocean Pines has about 

8,500 homes, but the Elections 
Committee only sent some 7,000 
ballots for the 2023 Board of Di-
rectors election. What happened 
to the others? Are people on 
monthly payment plans eligible 
to vote? If not, can that be 

changed?   
A. For the 2023 Board of Directors 

election, 7,781 ballots were mailed to 
members who are eligible to vote. Al-
ternatively, 701 letters were sent to 
members informing them that they 
were ineligible to vote.   

Members’ voting rights are stated 
in Section 3.01 of the Ocean Pines By-
laws: “Payment of the annual charge 
levied by the Board of Directors is a 
prerequisite to the right to vote. No 
member may vote if, thirty-five (35) 
days prior to the voting deadline (July 
6, in 2023) the member has failed to 
pay the annual charge, including any 
assessed interest levied by the Associ-
ation.”  

Accordingly, members on payment 
plans are ineligible to vote. Changing 
this section of the bylaws to allow vot-
ing by members on payment plans 
would require a referendum.  

To view the bylaws, visit 
please see faq on page 10
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I have a tendency to channel Mr. 
Rogers, kicking off my shoes wherever 
I’m standing at the time and retrieving 
my slippers which are always found 
under my bed.  The result is that at the 
dawn of each day, finding my shoes is a 
scavenger hunt because I don’t recall 
where I took them off.  I could have done 

so in the living room, bedroom, family 
room, sun room or the hallway.  I know it 
would make more sense to take off my 
shoes, place them in the closet and then 
slip on my slippers.  But I don’t do that.   

The result - searching the house in 
stocking feet looking for the brown 
loafers I kicked off two days before.  
While going from one room to another, 
it’s inevitable that I think to myself, “why 
don’t I just put my shoes in the closet so I 
can retrieve them quickly?  From now on, 
that’s what I’m going to do.”  It never 
happens.  Such thoughts rescind to the 
shadows as soon as the loafers are found.   

On an early Sunday morning not long 
ago, while walking through the family 
room, still dark because the blinds were 
closed, I tripped, nearly doing a Dick Van 
Dyke ottoman fall.  “What the h*** was 
that?” I muttered after regaining my bal-
ance.  Snapping on the light, it became all 
too obvious what the h*** it was.  There, 
built up beside the coffee table was a pile 
of shoes.  Judging from the height, it ap-
peared to be about four-days-worth of 
kicked-off footwear - sneakers, deck 
shoes, boondockers and black dress 
shoes.  I couldn’t help but chuckle.  I 
scooped them up and took them to my 
bedroom closet, yet again promising 
silently that from now on each time I took 
off my shoes I would return them to 
where they should always go when not on 
my feet.   The hope of that promise evap-
orated more quickly than a New Year’s 
promise to exercise more and eat less. 

The irony of all this is that when my 
children were living at home, I was on 
them constantly to put their shoes in their 
room when they took them off.  Our 
youngest son was the worst offender.  Not 
only would he discard his shoes any-
where in the house, it wasn’t uncommon 
to find his left shoe in one part of the 

house and the right shoe in another 
room. How could this be?  Your guess is 
as good as mine.  When I would ask him 
in a tone that all parents express when 
they are exasperated, “Why did I trip over 
your left shoe in the living room and your 
right shoe in the dining room?”  He 
would look at me with his familiar, “I’m 

going to make you laugh,” ex-
pression and respond, “I 
don’t know.”  The reality of 
those exchanges was this:  he 
really couldn’t explain the 
shoe separation phenome-
non and I would laugh at his 
response. 

As I think about this situ-
ation more, I realize it’s not just shoes 
with which I have an issue.  Challenges 
exist with my reading glasses.   I have 
multiple pairs of reading glasses posi-
tioned strategically around the house so 
that wherever I am, they are handy, or at 
least should be.  A pair is kept in, among 
other places, the family room, next to my 
rocker in the sunroom, on the kitchen 
counter and on my night stand.  I also 
keep a pair on the garage workbench and 
in the truck.  As you read this, you may be 
thinking, that’s what you do or that I’m 
onto a good idea, one you should try 
yourself.  Let me let you in on the Achilles 
heel of my strategy.  During the day, I ab-
sentmindedly collect my reading glasses.  
When finished reading in the sunroom, 
I’ll fold my glasses and drop them in my 
pocket and head out to the garage where 
I’ll wear that pair glasses while working 
on a project.  When done, I’ll fold the 
glasses and hang them from my shirt col-
lar, forgetting that I already have a pair in 
my pocket.  At the end of the day when 
changing into my pajamas, I realize I’ve 
collected multiple pairs of glasses, some-
times with two pair hanging from my 
shirt collar.  The next day, not only can’t 
I find my shoes, but when I sit down to 
read, I can’t find my glasses. 

It dawns on me that I often take my 
shoes off where I pick up and use my 
reading glasses.  Wait a minute!  A solu-
tion could be at hand.  I should make a 
concerted effort to return my glasses to 
the side table when I’m finished reading 
and pick up my shoes to put them in the 
closet.  This would avoid a pile of reading 
glasses on my bureau and shoes scattered 
around the house.  Will I remember to do 
this?  I’m reminded of my son’s response 
when I asked him why he left his shoes 
around the house - I don’t know.   

The more accurate answer? I doubt it.

It’s All About. . . 
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

Shoes, shoes everywhere 

Paint Worcester County
Plein Air

ART EXHIBIT & SALE

FREE  
Open to the Public

Friday 
9.22.23 

5pm - 7pm

Saturday 
9.23.23 

10am - 2pm

Berlin Library Gallery 
13 Harrison Avenue, Berlin

www.worcestercountyartscouncil.org



One of the more astounding stories 
in the 50+ years of the Ocean Pines 
Association is the journey of Rick Farr 
from rejection as a board candidate in 

July of 2021 to his election as pres-
ident of the Ocean Pines Association 
on September 9, 2023. 

Farr’s saga began when he was a 
candidate for election to the OPA 
Board of Directors in 2021 and ques-
tions were raised about his eligibility. 
During a special board meeting on 
July 30, 2021, the then Board of Direc-
tors challenged Farr’s eligibility with 

regard to his OPA property ownership 
via some sort of a family trust. The 
challenge came after election ballots 
were in the hands of OPA voters. 

Farr attended that special meeting 
and rose during the public comments 
period. Minutes of the meeting state: 
“Mr. Perrone called for a break to 
allow Mr. Farr to discuss his own-
ership status with Jeremy Tucker 
(OPA Attorney).” Tucker subsequently 
informed the board that Farr was eli-
gible to make public comments. 

However, the board then went into 

a closed session to consult with coun-
sel on Farr’s eligibility to be a candi-
date. Minutes of the meeting state: 
“Secretary Camilla Rogers declared 
Mr. Farr ineligible during the closed 
session.” The minutes then contain the 
following motion by Larry Perrone: “I 
move that since the Association Secre-
tary de-certified Mr. Farr as a candi-
date for the board election, to continue 
the election process, to not count the 
votes recorded for Mr. Farr, and to let 
the votes be recorded per our bylaws 
and resolutions.” Seconded by Ms. 
Rogers, the result was “4 in favor, 3 
abstain.” 

Over the course of that special 
meeting, one had to marvel at Farr’s 
composure during such a trying public 
process. Regardless of anyone’s view 
of the politics involved at the time, 
Farr’s calmness and deliberative de-
meanor were exceptional under the 
circumstances, perhaps due to his long 
service in the United States Air Force 
in Human Resources. He handled a 
difficult situation calmly and with dig-
nity. 

However, Farr did not just accept 
the board’s decision and walk away. 
He hired attorney Bruce Bright to 
challenge the decision in court. Politi-
cal divisions formed in the com-
munity, a few remaining even today. 

Farr prevailed. The court found the 
OPA Board of Directors had acted in 
bad faith. Even after all the publicity 
during the actual election process, 
when the votes were eventually 
counted, as directed by a judge, Farr 
received more votes than any other 
candidate and finally took a Board of 
Directors seat on January 15, 2022 - 
nearly six months after the normal Au-
gust election time. 

The Dispatch newspaper quoted 
Farr as saying, “We do have to move 
on. The judge did his ruling, like it or 
not, and we have to move on. I’m not 
here to boast about what happened, 
I’m here to do the business of the com-
munity. Not the best interest of the 
board but the best interest of every cit-
izen here.”  

Many political events and changes 
took place after that July 30, 2021 spe-
cial board meeting when Farr was de-
clared ineligible. Not one member of 
the then board of directors was at the 
board table when Farr was elected 
president last Saturday. Two individ-
uals appointed to fill board vacancies 
by the prior board majority who re-
jected Farr lost in their effort to gain 
an elected seat on the board in the 
2022 election. 

Farr comes to the OPA presidency 
with what appears to be a solid five-
member board majority. His election 
as president was unanimous. Bruce 
Bright, the lawyer who battled and 
won Farr’s case in court, is now OPA 
counsel. 

In 2007, Farr retired from the Air 
Force after 22 years of service, contin-
uing his Human Resources service-re-
lated work in the private sector. A 
full-time resident of Ocean Pines since 
2019, he is also a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Worcester County 
Veterans Memorial at Ocean Pines 
Foundation. 

Association members hopefully 
look forward to a year of little political 
drama with a board united under 
Farr’s solid policy leadership and con-
tinued exceptional operational control 
by General Manager John Viola. 

Asked at the Saturday meeting how 
he felt about becoming OPA President, 
Farr said, “I am very humbled and 
honored to serve the OPA Member-
ship and will do my best for the com-
munity.”  
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A survey from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 

(SAMHSA) found that 46.3 million people aged 12 or older met 

the applicable criteria for having a substance use disorder (SUD) 

in 2021. The SAMHSA survey also found that the percentage 

of people classified as having a past year SUD was higher 

among young adults between the ages of 18 and 25 com-

pared to youth and adults age 26 and older. Perhaps the most 

troubling finding in the SAMHSA survey concerned treatment 

for SUD. The survey found that 94 percent of people aged 12 

or older with an SUD did not receive any treatment, and nearly 

all of those people indicated they did not feel as though they needed 

treatment.   

Did You  

Know...

On September 13, 1990, the drama series Law & Order premiered on NBC; 
it will go on to become one of the longest-running primetime dramas 
in TV history and spawn several popular spin-offs. According to the 
now-famous Law & Order formula, the first half of the hour-long pro-
gram, which is set in New York City, focuses on the police as they 
investigate a crime, often inspired by real-life news stories, while 
the second part of the show centers on the prosecution of those ac-
cused of that crime. Each episode opens with a narrator stating: “In 
the criminal justice system, the people are represented by two sep-
arate yet equally important groups: the police, who investigate 
crime, and the district attorneys, who prosecute the offenders. These 
are their stories.”

Courier 
Almanac

Commentary 
By Joe Reynolds 

OceanPinesForum.com

Letters sent to The Courier for publication 
consideration must be signed and include 

a telephone 
number where the 
author can be 
reached to verify 
authenticity, if nec-
essary.  Letters are 

not corrected for spelling or grammar and 
priority will be given to letters of 300 
words or less.  Letters must be received 
by Friday at 5 p.m.  They can be e-mailed 
to:  

thecourier@delmarvacourier.com

Rick Farr’s journey: outcast to president
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Molecular shenagins in the air 
By Robert Pellenbarg 

Our investigation of the air begins 
with the concept of molecular bond-
ing.  Most chemical elements (ie. iron, 
oxygen, calcium, gold and many 
others) will form chemical bonds with 
each other to form compounds.  Thus, 
iron and oxygen combine to give rust, 
hydrogen and oxygen will form water, 
and so forth.  Elemental bonds may be 
strong, or weak, depending on the ele-
ments in the resulting molecular com-
pound.  Further, the compounds can 
be solids (rust), liquids (water), or 
gases (ammonia). 

Note that Earth is continuously 
bombarded with solar radiation.  This 
radiation will heat Earth’s surface, and 
this heat will migrate away from the 
heated surface.  Walk with care on an 
asphalt surface on a sunny, summer 
day.   

Now, since Earth has air, the 
amount of solar radiation entering the 
atmosphere may not be the same 
amount of energy which leaves the 
planet.  Ponder the moon for a mo-
ment.  Luna has no atmosphere to trap 
radiation.  When the sun shines, the 
lunar surface is beyond scalding hot.  

Once the sun sets on the lunar land-
scape, bitter cold appears, instanta-
neously.  Indeed, if Earth’s 
atmosphere (air) did not contain cer-
tain key gases, the average surface 
temperature would be roughly 0oF, 
which is way below freezing. 

So, what key gases are impor-
tant in keeping average global tem-
perature from plummeting?  Water 
vapor, methane (carbon combined 
with hydrogen), and carbon dioxide 
are crucial in this atmospheric tem-
perature balancing act.  Curiously, 
while these three gases are essentially 
inert in the lower, near ground at-
mosphere, the gases do interact with 
the solar radiation.  Specifically, the 
bonds in these gaseous molecules ab-
sorb infrared radiation (IR).  IR is 
what one feels holding a hand close to 
a hot stove, or a hot asphalt road, or 
what is used (an IR lamp) in a restau-
rant to keep food warm prior to being 
served.   

As the bonds in the three impor-
tant gases absorb IR, this radiation is 
trapped.  The bonds in the gases may 
stretch, bend or vibrate, but the bonds 
do absorb IR.  A very good example of 

this mechanism is the desert.  By defi-
nition, a desert is dry, and the air in a 
desert is also dry.  During the day, a 
desert can become quite hot, but, once 
the sun sets, the desert will cool 
markedly, and rapidly.  Death Valley 
may be scorching in the day, but come 
evening, a jacket may be just the ticket 
in the cool of the late evening.  This 
cooling is a result of the fact that there 
is little to no water vapor in the at-
mosphere to retain solar energy from 
the daytime.   

Water vapor is a key molecule able 
to retain IR, and water vapor in the at-
mosphere varies depending on season, 
geographical location, and local tem-

perature.  However, methane and car-
bon dioxide levels in the atmosphere 
are influenced by biological activity.  
Dairy cows burp methane, and rice 
paddies ooze methane into the at-
mosphere, for example.  Fires, meta-
bolic processes (we breathe in oxygen, 
and exhale carbon dioxide), and cer-
tain volcanic activity release carbon di-
oxide.  Thus, as methane and carbon 
dioxide permeate and build in the at-
mosphere, more IR can be trapped.  
Recall that certain levels of these gases 
boost Earth’s surface temperature to 
well above freezing.  However, too 
much of a good thing, too much of key 
gases, could be detrimental.      

OPA Board selects officers, meeting dates
Rick Farr will take over as Ocean 

Pines Association President after a 
unanimous vote during an organiza-
tion meeting, Saturday, September 9 
at the Golf Clubhouse.  

 Also decided during the meeting, 
Stuart Lakernick will serve as Associ-
ation Vice President, John Latham will 
be secretary, and Monica Rakowski 
will be the treasurer. Each was a unan-
imous selection.  

 Other Board appointments in-
cluded Linda Martin as assistant sec-
retary, Steve Phillips as assistant 
treasurer, UHY as the auditing firm, 
Bruce Bright (Ayres, Jenkins, Gordy & 
Almand) as legal counsel, and Doug 
Parks as parliamentarian.  

Directors also set the regular Board 
meeting schedule for the next year: 

-Saturday, Sept. 30 
-Saturday, Oct. 28 
-Saturday, Nov. 18 
-Saturday, Dec. 16 
-Saturday, Jan. 20 
-Sunday, Feb. 4 (town hall) 
-Saturday, Feb. 17 
-Saturday, March 23 
-Saturday, April 20 
-Saturday, May 18 
-Saturday, June 15 
-Saturday, July 20 
-Saturday, Aug. 10 (annual meet-

ing) 
To view a video of the meeting, visit 

https://youtu.be/UKHMHktbXxM.  

https://youtu.be/UKHMHktbXxM
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Get a Jump  on Fall with a  New Driveway at our  Best Ever Prices!

The different ways to repair a driveway 
Asphalt driveways do not last forever. Over 

time, weather and general usage can degrade 
the driveway surface, resulting in cracks, pit-
ting and more. Ultraviolet rays, salt and auto-
motive fluids also can affect the appearance 
and functionality of a driveway. An unsightly 
driveway can adversely affect curb appeal and 
resale potential. 

Homeowners have to consider various fac-
tors when it comes to repairing driveways. 
They may have the option of getting the drive-
way resurfaced, resealed or repaved, and each 

project is unique. 
Resurfacing. According to the home 

improvement price comparison site 
Kompare It, resurfacing is simpler and 
faster than installing a new asphalt 
driveway. With resurfacing, any cracks 
are filled in to create an even base. Then 
a new layer of asphalt is applied over the 
existing one. That new layer can range 
in thickness from 1.5 to 3 inches. A 
heavy rolling machine will then smooth 
and flatten the layers together. If the 
driveway has minor pitting or cracking, 
then resurfacing can be a cost-effective 
strategy, as it may be a $3,000 to $6,000 job 
as opposed to $5,000 to $10,000 with repav-
ing. 

Resealing. Resealing a driveway, also called 
sealcoating, is another repair strategy. HGTV 
says resealing can be a do-it-yourself project. 
Resealing helps the driveway last longer.  

The driveway needs to be clean and dry, 
with holes and cracks filled prior to sealcoat-
ing. Start at the far edge of the driveway and 
seal that area by “cutting-in” by hand for a neat 
edge. Afterward the rest of the driveway can be 
sealed using a squeegee or broom. This project 
can be completed within two or three days if 
no precipitation is forecast. 

Repaving. A project best left to profes-
sionals, repaving typically involves the remo-
val of an existing driveway and the installation 
of a new one. The sub-grade layer is essential 
in the process for a smooth look. Contractors 
also will assess soil and grading when doing 
work. The construction blog Main Infrastruc-
ture says the new asphalt driveway can vary in 
thickness between two and six inches, depend-
ing on budget and need. The contractor also 
can advise if full-depth asphalt application or 
an aggregate base is practical. 

Assessing the condition of driveway can 
give homeowners a better idea about which 
type of repair project best suits their property.  
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faq 
from page 4 
 
https://www.oceanpines.org/doc-
uments/10184/90460/Amended+a
n d + R e s t a t e d + B y -
Laws+Amended+5-24-2022.pdf.  

 
Q. Some homeowners throw 

grass clippings and other lawn 
debris into the canals, as well 
as cigarette butts and other 
trash. This can increase harm-
ful levels of nitrogen and phos-
phates that damage the 
environment. What can be 
done to address this issue and 
to increase public awareness?   

A. Any policy related to the ca-
nals would fall under the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR), as there is currently nothing 
in Ocean Pines’ governing doc-
uments to allow for enforcement. 
The Association will reach out to 
DNR, with the goal of having more 
publicity on this issue published in 
a future Ocean Pines newsletter.   

 
Q. Why does OPA use North-

star for financial processes, in-
stead of something much 
cheaper like QuickBooks?  

A. Northstar, rather than just 
serving as financial software, helps 
to run many of the Association’s op-
erations and is considered “club 
management software.” Along with 
running everyday financial systems, 
it also runs processes for billing, ac-
counting and membership, and the 
public and private sides of the 
oceanpines.org website.   

 
Q. Has OPA considered 

using electronic signs instead 
of the old marquee signs? What 
will the signs look like and 
what will the upkeep costs be?  

A. The Communications Com-
mittee has proposed converting the 
North Gate marquee sign to a digital 
sign, although a motion to do so 
failed during the 2023 annual meet-
ing. A 2023 online survey of 401 
people found that roughly 61% said 
that, in general, they are “in favor of 
replacing the current signs with new 
digital signs.”   

A mockup of the signs submitted 
by the committee showed a 36x60-
inch LED sign that was white with 
black letters.   

For more information on the 
proposed signs, contact the Com-
munications Committee here: 

https://www.oceanpines.org/web/p
ages/communications-committee.    

 
Q. Has OPA considered con-

verting the North Gate exit 
onto Route 589 to two lanes, to 
help improve the flow of traffic 
and avoid backups?  

A. The Association will consider 
this in the future, but any decision 
would need to involve Maryland 
State Highway, as the change would 
involve access to a state road and 
would also require a redesign of the 
North Gate Bridge.  

 
Q. Has OPA considered 

changing the governing doc-
uments to allow for fines of 
continuing ARC violations?   

A. While certain section of 
Ocean Pines already have in their 
Declaration of Restrictions (DRs) 
the system for fines (Sections 12, 
15B, 17, 18C, 18E, 18F, 18G, 18S, 19, 
and 20), adding fines in the remain-
ing sections of Ocean Pines would 
require a change to the remaining 
DRs. Doing this would require 
50%+1 of the owners of each section 
approving adding fines, which 
would need to be done by a referen-
dum vote.  

 
Q. Some violations lead to 

multiple letters, and then ac-
tion taken in court, but the 
process is currently very slow. 
Can anything else be done 
about these violations to help 
protect property values?  

A. Resolution M-01 states the 
violation process. While some con-
sider the process to be slow, it is in 
place to assure that all rules and 
regulations are followed prior to 
going to court for the violation. To 
view M-01, visit 
https://www.oceanpines.org/doc-
uments/10184/122647/M-01+5-2-
20.pdf.   

 
Q. Does OPA offer guest 

passes to pools, for home-
owners to give out to their 
guests?  

A. The Association currently 
does not offer guest passes. Ho-
wever, guests may purchase a daily 
pool pass.  

 
Q. Why can’t the Yacht Club 

be an adults-only pool or have 
times for adults only?   

A. Because of Ocean Pines Asso-

ciation’s 501(c)(4) nonprofit status, 
all amenities by law must be open to 
the public and cannot discriminate 
against certain groups because of 
age or other reasons. This is based 
on a 2012 U.S. Court of Appeals 
decision involving the Association 
that found, “...to be exempt from 
taxation, the trade or business un-
dertaken by a tax-exempt 501(c)(4) 
organization must itself causally ad-
vance or contribute importantly to 
the organization’s promotion of the 
common good and welfare of the 
general public.”   

 
Q. Can anything be done 

about the abundance of noisy, 
young children at the Yacht 
Club Pool?   

A. The lifeguard on duty should 
immediately address any safety sit-
uations, such as a child being unruly 
or causing harm to other guests. 
Normal play noises are not consid-
ered a safety issue.  

 
Q. What can be done about 

speeding and other safety is-
sues affecting pedestrians, bi-
cyclists, dog walkers, etc. along 
Ocean Parkway and other 
streets in the community? 
What is Ocean Pines doing 
overall to enforce traffic laws 
in the community?  

A. The Ocean Pines Police De-
partment (OPPD) would like to re-
mind all residents of their 
responsibility to adhere to traffic 
regulations that exist to promote 

safety. All drivers in the Pines are 
requested to respect the posted 
speed limits, while all pedestrians 
and cyclists are reminded of their 
responsibility to walk and ride on 
the correct side of the road.   

Walkers and joggers are per-
mitted to walk or run on the oppo-
site side of the road facing traffic, 
while cyclists are required to ride 
with the same direction of the traffic 
flow. Cyclists are also reminded 
they have the same responsibility to 
adhere to traffic related signage that 
cars are held to, including stopping 
for stop signs.  

The OPPD takes the safety of res-
idents seriously and will be patrol-
ling throughout the community and 
will be monitoring the speed of mo-
torists with the use of radar.  

 
Q. What can be done about 

improperly parked cars in 
Ocean Pines? What is the best 
way to handle such issues?  

A. Maryland law allows vehicles 
to be parked on the street if they do 
not interfere with the flow of traffic. 
As for vehicles parked on a property 
(such as on the grass) instead of the 
designated driveway, the Compli-
ance, Permit and Inspections (CPI) 
Department will initiate a violation 
for these vehicles. To contact CPI, 
v i s i t 
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/p
ages/cpi.  

 
For additional questions, contact 

info@oceanpines.org.  

OPA announces Hitchens  
as new Aquatics manager 

Ocean Pines Association an-
nounced a transition within the 

Aquatics depart-
ment, as General 
Manager John 
Viola last Tuesday 
introduced Mi-
chelle Hitchens as 
the new Aquatics 
manager.  

Hitchens grew 
up outside of Phila-
delphia and moved 

to the Delmarva area in 2004. Start-
ing at a young age, she worked at an 
array of recreation and aquatic facil-
ities.  

Hitchens, the mother of four 
children, moved to the Berlin area 

and joined the Aquatics department 
for Ocean Pines 11 years ago.   

With Ocean Pines, she has co-
ordinated Aquatics exercise classes 
and programs, taught exercise 
classes and lessons, supervised in-
structors and employees of the de-
partment, and helped the 
department to run smoothly overall.  

Hitchens said she is excited to 
move forward into the Aquatics 
manager position. She loves work-
ing for the Ocean Pines Association 
and for the Aquatics department.   

She plans to make the transition 
as smooth and comfortable as pos-
sible for the staff, and to make the 
department and facilities a joy for 
all to take part in. 

Michelle 
Hitchens

https://www.oceanpines.org/documents/10184/90460/Amended+and+Restated+By-Laws+Amended+5-24-2022.pdf
https://www.oceanpines.org/documents/10184/90460/Amended+and+Restated+By-Laws+Amended+5-24-2022.pdf
https://www.oceanpines.org/documents/10184/90460/Amended+and+Restated+By-Laws+Amended+5-24-2022.pdf
https://www.oceanpines.org/documents/10184/90460/Amended+and+Restated+By-Laws+Amended+5-24-2022.pdf
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages/communications-committee
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages/communications-committee
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages/cpi
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages/cpi
mailto:info@oceanpines.org


If you live in Ocean Pines, be 
sure to contact  

The Courier 

 if you want the paper each week 
in your driveway.  

Call 410-629-5906
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Third annual Oktoberfest pickleball tournament scheduled
One of the biggest racquet sports 

events of the year returns next month 
with the third annual Oktoberfest 
pickleball tournament, September 29-
30 and October 1 at the Ocean Pines 
Racquet Center.   

The event each year draws several 
hundred players and hundreds more 
spectators, and is the only pickleball 
tournament with cash prizes held on 
the Delmarva Peninsula.   

“The Oktoberfest tournament is a 
chance for members and visitors to en-

gage in friendly competition at what 
we think is the premier racquet sports 
center on the shore,” Ocean Pines 
Recreation and Parks Director Debbie 
Donahue said. “The tournament show-
cases our facility, and it helps connect 
players from diverse skill levels and 
backgrounds across several states.”  

Tournament Co-Directors Cathy 
and Darryl Noble said the event is also 
a wonderful demonstration of the 
sport, which continues to be the fastest 
growing in the U.S.  

“Pickleball combines the best of 
tennis, badminton, and ping-pong, 
and is an absolute gem in the world of 
recreation,” Cathy Noble said. “Its ver-
satility, fast-paced nature, and easy ac-
cessibility make it a game loved by 
people of all ages and skill levels. The 
Oktoberfest tournament is a great way 
for spectators to see what all the fuss 
is about.”  

The Oktoberfest pickleball tourna-
ment will include onsite food vendors 
serving breakfast and lunch, as well as 

a beer truck and other beverage op-
tions for sale.  

For players, registration is $45, 
and the registration deadline is Sept. 
15.   

Tournament organizers will post 
the full tournament schedule, includ-
ing match start times, two weeks prior 
to the tournament. Organizers will 
break out age/skill brackets accord-
ingly about three weeks prior to the 
tournament.   

For more information, contact 
Cathy Noble at cmznoble@gmail.com. 

 Organizers are also seeking spon-
sors for the event at three different lev-
els: gold ($1,000), silver ($500), and 
bronze ($250). For information on 
sponsorships, contact Donahue at 
ddonahue@oceanpines.org.  

 
. 

Power Squadron to offer safe boat course
The Ocean City Power Squadron, 

a unit of the United States Power 
Squadrons, will present a compre-
hensive safe boating course begin-
ning September 25. 

This is an eight-hour course and 
will be given on four consecutive 
nights at the Ocean Pines Commu-
nity Center starting on September 
25 and continuing September 26, 27 
and 28. This includes a review and 
exam on the last night.  Registration 
can be made on-line at 
ocpsabc@gmail.com.  The course 

will run from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
each night. 

There is a $25 fee for the course 
material.  Middle and high school 
students age 18 and under can take 
the course, including material, for 
free. 

Anyone born after July 1, 1972, is 
required to satisfactorily complete a 
safe boating class to operate a recre-
ational vessel or personal watercraft 
in Maryland. (January 1, 1978 in 
Delaware). Successfully completing 
this class also satisfies the require-

ments nationwide. 
This course covers basic boat 

handling, rules of the road, naviga-
tion, federal and state regulations, 
aids to navigation, and required 
equipment, among other topics.  

Statistics show that in 82 percent 
of boating fatalities, the captain had 
no formal boating education.  The 
Ocean City Power Squadron encour-
ages all boaters to complete a boat-
ing safety class. 

For information and early regis-
tration, call 443-604-5851.



Page 12  The Courier  September 13, 2023

Knots & Knots by Dan CollinsKnots & Knots by Dan Collins

Answers for September 6

I started to write this column as a 
comparison between the Chesapeake 
Bay’s skipjacks and the Galway Bay 
hooker boats.  Both are task specific 
designed working boats that have 
served their watermen well.  It would 
have been an interesting article but I 
got distracted. 

Instead, I visited Ireland last 
month for the first time.  The Emerald 
Isle was as charming as advertised: 
green, low rock fence lines, castle 
ruins, pleasant abuses of the English 
language, and a zillion excuses and 
places to imbibe. 

The Irish charm is rooted in its 
past.  Since the beginning of the potato 
famine in 1845, Ireland’s chief export 
has been emigrants.  Today, Ireland is 

more like the Promised Land for visi-
tors returning to connect with their 
ancestry; but, in reality, Celtic’s history 
is laced with conquest and oppres-
sions, by the Vikings and Brits in par-
ticular. 

The Vikings marauded Ireland 
using long ships that could be rowed 
or sailed and could be configured for 
passengers or cargo or fishing or com-
bat.  Viking prowess knew no bounds 
and their ships were only limited by 
their wooden hulls. 

Then the Brits built walled 
fortresses to keep ‘their kind’ safe from 
the indigenous Irish barbarians and 
deprived the Celts access to modern 
thinking, human rights or commercial 
prosperity for centuries.  This slowed 
Irish development and reduced their 
social maturation to clannish bicker-
ing. 

It wasn’t until 1921 that the Repub-
lic of Ireland overcame its hallmark 
kind spirit and docile individuality and 

mustered enough political indignation 
to seek and gain its independence but 
the Irish persona has always been too 
laid back and internally focused to 
project an aggressive global military 
influence.  There is so little military 
presence in Ireland that the organizers 
of the Notre Dame – Navy college foot-
ball match (in the US we call it a game) 
which was played in Dublin on August 
26, had to solicit the US Embassy Ma-
rine honor guard to present the colors 
before the match/game. 

Apparently, the Irish DNA of clan-
nish bickering, and their enthusiasm 
for hurling – the precursor of Cana-
dian ice hockey, and intramural bar-
room brawls – think John Wayne and 
‘The Quiet Man’ satisfy any appetite 

for good, clean competi-
tion. 

Today, the most note-
worthy contributions that 
Ireland is making to hu-
manity are Guinness 
stout and blarney.  Never 
mind that Barack Obama 
has a truck stop named 
for himself near his Irish 
ancestors’ home or that 
there is a statue of JFK in 

a Galway park.  It’s Guinness and blar-
ney. 

In Dublin, they deliver Guinness in 
tanker trucks to retail establishments 
like we deliver gas to gas stations.  
Take a close look at the nearby photo.  
Tis beyond me verbal skills to effec-
tively describe the joy and decibel level 
in these pubs. 

For the temperance minded who 
abhor ‘a taste,’ let me assure you that 
Ireland has more to offer.  With all me 
wits about meself and all my previous 
Guinness and Jameson indulging well 
down stream of me kidneys, I experi-
enced enlightenment.  I visited Blar-
ney Castle. 

It was there that meself saw the fu-
ture.  The little people who dash about 
in the broad daylight shadows teasing 
the visitors with pots of gold have dis-
covered something more valuable than 
gold.  One leprechaun giggled and 

please see blarney on page 14

The Blarney of Ireland 
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Butt Tales 

Dateline: Susquehanna Flats, 70s or 80s
By Joe Reynolds 
OceanPinesForum.com 

By any measure, it was an exceptional 
afternoon on the water. Fishing buddy 
Chuck Edghill and I launched Chuck’s 
boat a few hours before sunset at the 
Havre de Grace public boat ramp at the 
head of the Chesapeake Bay. Sweater 
weather. No wind. Suprisingly, as we mo-
tored from the ramp area out onto the 
Susquehanna Flats, not one other boat 
could be seen. We were hoping to hook 
up with some trophy rockfish on fly 
tackle. Little did I know the afternoon 
was to produce a memorable Butt Tale. 

The Susquehanna Flats is a vast six-
mile-wide shallow area just below the end 
of the more confined half-mile wide 
Susquehanna River. Captain John Smith 
was one of the first Europeans to survey 
this area in 1608, and he named the river 
for the Susquehannock tribe of Native 
Americans. The Susquehanna River orig-
inates near Cooperstown, New York, 
some 444 miles from the upper Chesa-
peake Bay. Eons ago, the river free-
flowed all the way to the continental shelf 
south of Ocean City at the Norfolk Can-
yon, ending in a massive waterfall. Back 
then, the ocean was about 60 miles east 
of Ocean City. 

In more modern times the Susque-
hanna Flats is home to a variety of fish 
and waterfowl attracted to the expansive 
area of shallow water and extensive 
aquatic vegetation. The Flats has seen ups 
and downs from an environmental 
standpoint, with Hurricane Agnes de-
stroying much vegetation and depositing 
massive amounts of silt. Incredibly, the 

Susquehanna River represents 50% of all 
the freshwater flowing into the entire 
Chesapeake Bay, delivering about 24 bil-
lion gallons on a typical day. 

Then there is “body booting” on the 
Flats, a rather extreme way to hunt wa-
terfowl wearing chest waders while 
standing among a spread of decoys in 
shallow water. 

Returning to the Butt Tale, the striper 
fishing was exceptional, at least until my 
cigarette lighter failed. A catastrophe of 
Biblical magnitude. Anxiety swept over 
me like a continuous wave of cold water. 
What to do? What to do? Edghill was no 
help. He did not smoke. I checked tackle 
boxes for matches. Barren. 

While debating whether to ask Edg-
hill to run miles back to the dock for 
matches, it hit me. The idea was pure ge-
nius. Cut a small piece of cloth from my 
undershirt, grip it with a pair of fishing 
pliers, and create a makeshift, improvised 
giant Q-Tip. 

I turned to Edghill and said, “Chuck, 
I’m gonna dip the cloth in gasoline. Then 
I’ll remove one of the engine spark plug 
covers and hold the gas-soaked cloth be-
tween the plug and the cover. You turn 
the motor over and the spark will ignite 
the cloth.” 

He replied, “Are you nuts?” 
“It will work,” I insisted. 
“Not with my engine,” he barked. 
But Edghill had my back, and a big 

smile crossed his face. He reached into a 
locker box, pulled out an emergency boat 
flare, and gave me a light. Chain smoking 
was then the order of what remained of 
the day. 

Arts Council appoints  
new board member

The Worcester County Arts Council 
announced the appointment of Bar-
bara A. Johnson of Berlin, MD to its 
Board of Directors. 

Barbara is a re-
tired elementary 
school teacher and 
media specialist. 
Born and raised in 
the Chicago area, she 
graduated from 
Northern Illinois 
University with a 
bachelor’s degree in 
elementary educa-

tion. During her teaching career, Bar-
bara incorporated art into many 
aspects of the school curriculum. 

“It is important to bring different 
forms of art into the lives of children 
and adults.”  Since moving to the East-
ern Shore, Barbara has volunteered 
with Rackliffe House and Worcester 
County Arts Council (WCAC). Barbara 
looks forward to using her skills and 
experiences with WCAC and com-
munity leaders to encourage art pro-
grams throughout the county. 

Interested in joining the Arts Coun-

cil’s Board? The WCAC is currently 
seeking new board members, specifi-
cally those who reside in the southern 
communities of Worcester County - 
Snow Hill and Pocomoke City. Board 
members are elected for a three-year 
term and may be elected to a second 
term for a total of 6 years of service. 
We seek a balance of representation on 
the board – geographic, artistic dis-
cipline, constituent/non-constituent, 
age, racial/cultural background, 
gender, and organizational experience. 

Each board member adds value to 
the organization by bringing their ex-
periences as a resident of the region, a 
member of their community, an artist 
in their discipline, and many other cir-
cumstances that influence their whole 
being. 

For more information, please con-
tact Anna Mullis, Executive Director at 
410-641-0809 or anna@worcester-
countyartscouncil.org. 

To learn about the Worcester 
County Arts Council’s programs and 
community services, please 
visit www.worcestercountyartscoun-
cil.org.

Barbara Johnson

Church to host crab feast 
The Church of the Holy Spirit at 

100th St. and Coastal Highway in 
Ocean City will be having a fundraising 
crab feast on October 1 from 2 p.m. to 
5 p.m. Food will be served until 4:30 
p.m. 

The dine-in menu will include 
crabs, fried chicken, corn on the cob, 
hush puppies, lemonade, iced tea, 
soda and desserts. Carry-out will also 
be available. The carry-out meal will 
include six crabs, two pieces of 
chicken, corn on the cob, hush 
puppies, dessert and a drink. 

Crabs are medium large/large and 
will come from Rippon’s Seafood. The 
chicken is being provided by Higgins 
Crab House. 

In addition to the food, there will 
be a chance auction and a 50/50 
drawing. 

The cost for adults is $45; for 
children ages 6 to 10, it’s $20; children 
under 6 eat free. 

Tickets are available now by 
contacting the Church office at 410-
723-1973 or by calling Monica at 
443-235-8942. There will be a very 
limited number of tickets at the door, 
so pre-sales are strongly encouraged. 

Proceeds will benefit the Church of 
the Holy Spirit and its outreach 
programs. 

Refunds will be provided only in 
the event that the crab feast must be 
canceled. 

Bring your own mallet!

Expires 10-15-23

LICENSED  INSURED   CERTIFIED IN MD & DE 
47 Years Experience 

mailto:anna@worcestercountyartscouncil.org
mailto:anna@worcestercountyartscouncil.org
http://www.worcestercountyartscouncil.org/
http://www.worcestercountyartscouncil.org/
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Some things to  
think about

Gathered from the internet by Jack Barnes

John  
Talbott 

11001 Manklin Meadows Lane 
Ocean Pines, MD 21811

Cell: 410-603-7373  (9 a.m. to 10 p.m.) 
24 Hour Voicemail 866-666-1727 

Office: 410-208-3500 
johntalbott7@gmail.com

Associate Broker

Wooded 3 Bed, 2 Bath Contemporary Rancher Offers 1,244 Sq Ft Of 
Convenient Living Space w/ Vinyl Siding, Paved Driveway w/ Parking 
Front & Rear, Roof Installed 2014, Refrigerator Installed 2022, HVAC 
System Installed Aug. 2023, All Appliances, Attic Storage, Rear Deck, 
Cathedral Ceiling, 5 Ceiling Fans, Satellite Dish, Family Room, Laun-
dry Room, Granite Counter Top, Recessed Lighting And An Oversized 
2 Car Garage With Room For Workshop/Storage.  
MLS ID: MDWO2015684

26 ADMIRAL AVENUE  OCEAN PINES   
$399,900
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O.P. South 
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Southgate - Ocean Pines 
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

Serving Breakfast and Lunch

Free  

Wireless  

Internet

  410-208-0707

Boar’s Head Meats 

Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Wednesday - Sunday 

Pastries and Cookie Trays

In case you feel bad about missing your 
exercise today, ponder this: 
 
 • The inventor of the treadmill died at the age of 54. 
 • The inventor of gymnastics died at the age of 57. 
 • The world bodybuilding champion died at the age of 41. 
 • The best footballer in the world, Maradona, died at the age of 60. 
 • James Fuller Fixx, credited with helping start America’s fitness revolution 
by popularizing the sport of running, died of a heart attack while jogging at 
age 52. 
  
BUT ... 
 
• The KFC inventor, Colonel Sanders, died at 94. 
•  Cigarette maker Charles Winston died at the age of 102. 
• The inventor of opium died at the age of 116, in an earthquake. 
• And, the Hennessey Liquor inventor died at 98. 
 
How did smart people come to the conclusion that exercise prolongs life? 
 
The rabbit is always jumping up and down, but it lives for only two years, and 
the turtle, that doesn’t exercise at all, lives 400 years. 
 
Get some rest, chill, stay cool, eat, drink and enjoy your life!
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To place your business card call  

410-629-5906

S C H O O L

Support Local Businesses

W A T E R

P A T I O

M E D I C A L

If you live in Ocean Pines, be sure to contact The Courier if you 
want the paper each week in your driveway.  

Call 410-629-5906

B O A T  L I F T S

D E N T I S T R Y

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA 

Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry  

1 Pitts Street 
Berlin, Maryland 21811 

 
(410) 641-3490 

ott.masenior@gmail.com 

Jessica Short 
12010 Industrial Park Road Unit 11 
Bishopville, MD 21813

oceancitylifts@aol.com 

410-352-5095 
MHIC 133392

D A N C E

F L O O R I N G

410-208-3879 
(c) 443-944-5362 
ahtiffer@seafloorcarpets.com 

www.seafloorcarpets.com

11308 Manklin Creek Road, Ocean Pines

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

P H O T O G R A P H Y

Church, Home and School  
working together in West OC  

since 1999
seasidechristianacademy.com  

(410) 213-7595

PAVER PATIOS & DECKS
Brick Paver Patios   Fire Pits   Decks

410-390-1499
Decks, Patios & Improvements - Family Owned & Operated

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

443-994-8561

Private Dance Studio in South Point    KIDS & ADULT CLASSES
Jean Marie OC Dance Studio

www.jeanmariedancestudio.com

Ballet   Pointe   Jazz   Hip Hop   Lyrical   
Contemporary    Senior Moves 

Wedding & Partner Moves    Small Group 
Private Lessons

E-subscribe FREE to The 
Courier and get it delivered to 

your computer each week! 
www.delmarvacourier.com   

blarney 
from page 12 
 
called it intuitive automation. 

Himself says to me that at the end 
of his rainbow, there was a perfect so-
lution where every TV remote, every 
cell phone, every personal computer, 
every app, every ATM, every airport 
kiosk, every self-service gas pump, 
every automated fast food menu ma-
chine, every online ’help’ resource be-
haved the same way and with only one 
password. 

Sure I was smitten by the prospect 
and asked how I would be getting 
there.  His eyes twinkled as he pointed 
to the castle.  “Go climb the 125 steps 
and be kissing the Blarney Stone,” 

himself says, “and you too will be full 
of it” – the blarney he meant.  Then he 
laughed and vanished into the sou-
venir shop.  I hurried after the little 
guy and found himself dangling at the 
end of a key chain on sale for 4.95€. 

Would I ever go back to the Old 
Sod I ask meself?  Maybe, but before I 
do, I think I will be honing me blarney 
so I can brag to the barkeeps that 
Michael Collins, Ireland’s George 
Washington, is me cousin.  Who 
knows?  Someone might name a truck 
stop after me or, at least, stand meself 
a pint. 

Stay safe.  Stay dry. 
Dan Collins can be reached for 

comment at dancollins.ocean-
pines@gmail.com 

Bertino to host town meeting 
Worcester County Commissioner 

President Chip Bertino will host a 
town meeting on Thursday, Septem-
ber 14, 2023 at 6 p.m. at the Ocean 
Pines library.  Commissioner Bertino 
will give an update on what is going on 
around the county. 

Commissioner Bertino’s guests in-
clude Worcester County Sheriff 
Matthew Crisafulli, Lauren Cooper, 
executive director of the Cricket Cen-
ter and Jennifer Keener, director of 
Development Review and Permitting. 

Sheriff Crisafulli will discuss new 
discipline programs to be imple-
mented within county schools.  Ms. 
Cooper will talk about the Cricket 

Center’s main objective to reduce 
trauma to child victims by bringing all 
necessary local agencies together.  Ms. 
Keener will provide information on 
the redistricting efforts within the 
county.  

“This will be an informative meet-
ing,” said Commissioner Bertino.  
“There’s a lot going on in the county 
and I believe my guests will have a lot 
to share.”



441100--221133--77550055    441100--552244--GGOOLLDD  
wwwwww..kkoozzmmaajjeewweelleerrss..ccoomm 

 
on Route 611 at Route 50 in the Food Lion Shopping Center MD #2294

Open Regular Hours Monday through Saturday   10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Closed Sunday 

Appointments Welcome But Not Necessary

Welcoming and Friendly Service since 1978

DD..AA..  KKoozzmmaa  JJeewweelleerrss
Prompt, Friendly & Affordable Service

Gold & Silver Coins    Gold Jewelry    
Silver Jewelry   Silverware 

Immediate Evaluation & Payment 
Highest Prices Paid

Watch Battery Replacements  
Custom Designs   

Bridal Design & Consultation   
Repairs  

Custom Work Welcome

Check out our   website! 
kozmajewelers.com

WE BUY

Large Selection of 
Fine Jewelry at     

Irresistible Prices
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