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Last week, Russellville High 

School's students, faculty, adminis-
trators and staff celebrated the 
school finishing 18th in U.S. News & 
World Report's rankings of Alabama 
high schools. 

Next up, it will be time for 
Russellville Elementary School to  
party. 

Principal Tiffany Warhurst's school 
received notice September 20th it 
was named a 2023 Blue Ribbon 
Lighthouse School.  

Based on the Blue Ribbon Schools 
of Excellence national assessment 
process, RES met the required crite-
ria in nine performance areas of high 

performing schools required to earn 
this prestigious honor. 

The award will be presented to 
Warhurst in December during the 
Blue Ribbon Schools Conference in 
Orlando. 

The Lighthouse School designation 
remains with RES for five years, at 
which time the school will be eligible 
to apply for renewal. 

Russellville Middle School earned 
Blue Ribbon Lighthouse School sta-
tus earlier this year. 

One aspect of being a Lighthouse 
School is a commitment to sharing 
expertise and exemplary practices 
with other schools, as well as provid-
ing mentoring and networking to 
other schools engaged in improve-
ment initiatives. 

John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
Most Russellville City Council 

agendas the past several years have 
included personnel changes in the 
Russellville Police Department. 

Officers hired. Officers resigning. 
Often the same officer within a 
month or two. Most go through this 
employment revolving door after 
finding better paying jobs with other 
departments. 

The council took a major step 
toward eliminating the turnover in the 

RPD, Russellville Fire Department 
and Russellville Street Department 
after approving a $12.759 million 
budget for FY24 that includes almost 
$517,000 in raises for all city employ-
ees. 

“We had to do something to make 
the city more attractive as an 
employer, so we can start pulling 
those folks back and keep them from 
looking for better paying jobs,” 
Russellville Mayor David Grissom 
said. 

The pay increases are significant 
for starting police officers, fire 
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‘Significant’ raises highlight 
FY24 City of Russellville 

General Fund Budget

Russellville Elementary School  
honored with Blue Ribbon 

Lighthouse School designation

flowmassageandyogastudio.com



“In Memory of our loved ones...” 
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works 

and Franklin Memory Gardens

 
 

Bruce Mantonia Sharpley, 60, 
Russellville, Alabama passed away 

Thursday, September 21, 2023. 
Pinkard Funeral Home assisted the 

family.  
 

Helen Beasley Kimbrough, 90 of 
Muscle Shoals,  Alabama  (formerly 
of Phil Campbell, Alabama) passed 

away September 22, 2023. Akins 
Funeral Home assisted the family. 

For updates on 
news and sports 
throughout the 

week, don’t 
forget to check us 
out on the web at 

www.franklin-
freepress.net!

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, 
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

(256) 860-0660

             7-year Extended Warranty* 
– A $735 Value!
FREE

Whether you are home 
or away, protect what 
matters most from 
unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator.

House For Sale  
By Owner 

 
3BR/3BA. 2823 Highway 77, 

Russellville, just off 
Underwood Road. 3,003 Sq. 

Ft.  w/ Full Basement. 
Comes w/ 7.6 Acres of Land. 
$350,000. Call 256-412-3488. 
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Shoe snatch from Shoe Show 
results in felony charges for 

Hanceville man
John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
A Hanceville man is in custody after allegedly stealing shoes from the 

Shoe Show on Highway 43 in Russellville Monday morning. 
Jeremy Dewayne Wilbanks, 38, 475 County Road 48, Hanceville, 

was arrested (very quickly) by Russellville police after a brief chase. He 
was taken into custody near the Walmart Garden Center, Russellville 
Police Chief Chris Hargett said. 

According to an eyewitness, Wilbanks ran out of the Shoe Show back 
door, which is alarmed, with two pairs of HEYDUDE shoes. The wit-
ness said something spooked Wilbanks and he bolted out the back 
door leaving his hat and backpack behind. 

Police officers saw Wilbanks running and after a brief chase, he was 
tased after failing to stop and taken into custody within minutes. 

The witness said there were several more pairs of shoes Wilbanks 
had in the  back room of the store, which is off limits to customers. But 
he left those behind when he fled. 

Wilbanks is being held pending a bond hearing on charges of Retail 
Theft 2nd Degree, Resisting Arrest, Attempting to Elude, Disorderly 
Conduct and Public Intoxication. 

He has pending felony charges in Lauderdale County for Theft 1st 
Degree, and felony drug charges in Cullman County. 

Hargett said the quick response time of RPD officers allowed them to 
take Wilbanks into custody without any risk or danger to other citizens.
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‘RAISES,’ From Page 1
Russellville to ensure the raises would put the city above those departments, 
Grissom said. 

“The 2023-24 City of Russellville General Fund Budget includes raises for 
all city employees as recommended by the department heads,” Grissom said. 
“These raises should address and resolve the turnover in all departments that 
we have experienced for several years and will make our pay competitive with 
other municipalities, counties, the state and even the private sector. 

“This is made possible through attrition and through an in-depth considera-
tion of anticipated future revenue,” he added. 

The council voted to rescind an ordinance that provided a $2,000 incentive 
hiring bonus for police officers already APOSTC certified as a result of the 
raises. 

“Because of the raises approved by the council, they felt that the $2,000 
incentive was no longer necessary to attract certified candidates,” McDowell 
said. 

fighters and street department new hires. Grissom said all city employees 
will receive at least a two-step, and up to a seven-step raise, with new certi-
fied officers starting at a step one equivalent to what step eight previously 
was. 

That means a certified police officer or fire fighter would start as a Grade 6 
Step 1, at an annual salary of $44,859, Grissom said.  

There are two revenue sources that will help pay for the raises. First, the 
police department will now be fully staffed with 20 employees, a decrease of 
three positions from current capacity. 

Chief Joe Mansell's Russellville Fire Department will be reduced by two 
employees. These reductions will be taken care of through attrition, Grissom 
said. 

The other source is anticipated revenue from commercial solid waste collec-
tion, something the  City of Russellville will begin on October 1, 2023. 

“For the past 10 years or so, we've not been fully staffed, so we're used to 
working shorthanded anyway,” RPD Chief Chris Hargett said.  

“Every time we got a raise, the departments around us have raised their 
pay, so this is a significant decision by the city council to help keep our city 
employees working in the city,” he added. 

For example, a heavy equipment operator/driver position in the Street 
Department for Solid Waste now includes a salary range from $44,865.60-
$69,160.00, a significant increase over previous entry level positions. 

The primary source of revenue in the new budget is local taxes and fees, 
with an anticipated $11,012,759 of the $12,759,594 total revenue. 

The total FY24 budgeted expenses total $12,759,522, leaving an unappro-
priated balance of $72. 

Street Department expenses are the largest line item, at $3,056,351. Police 
Department expenses are projected to be $2,608,660 and fire department 
expenses $2,470,191. 

Administrative expenses are budgeted at $938,308 and appropriations in 
the amount of $1,221,792. 

Grissom said the raises came after extensive meetings with department 
heads and Shirley McSpadden. Each department head submitted proposed 
raises he believed would be sufficient to retain employees and hire qualified 
candidates for vacancies. 

McSpadden polled other city/county departments similarly situated to 



THE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUPPLIES 
FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN ALABAMA WITH A 

DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT REQUIRES DAILY 
MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE. FOR MORE INFOR-
MATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS 
SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530 PAULA PARDUE 256-389-
0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALA-
BAMA DEPARTMENT OF SENIOR  

The Foster Grandparent Program is seeking volunteers ages 55 and older  to 
help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and schools.  

Volunteers will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement. We have openings for 
several schools for the coming school year. Please call  256-332-6800 for an application. 

AshaKiran serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and human traf-
ficking across Alabama. Their vision is to be a ‘ray of hope’ by bridging the 

gap between service providers and culturally diverse communities. Their 24-hour crisis line 
number is 1-800-793-3010. Learn more about AshaKiran by visiting 
www.ashakiranonline.org. Consultations are free and confidential, and available in 45 dif-
ferent languages. 

The Senior Center of  Phil Campbell is under new management. Everyone age 
60 and over are invited to come join us and be part of the group. This is for 

men and women. We meet at the Phil Campbell Community Center Monday thru Friday 
from 8-noon. A delicious lunch is served at 11 a.m. Meals are $1 donation. Some come 
and play Rook. We also do Bingo when we have enough people. There are several games 
to play or just sit and socialize with other seniors. 

Pastor Bro. Eric McKinney and the congregation of Crestview Missionary 
Baptist Church, 24131 Hwy. 24, Russellville, invite you to worship with them. 

Sunday morning Bible Study is from 10-Noon and Sunday morning worship from 11-Noon. 
All are welcome to our services! Call 256-324-0179 for more information. 

Tennessee River Bass Club is seeking members for our 23/24 season.  Club 
fishes monthly on Tennessee river and Bear Creek lakes. We welcome 

boaters or non-boaters 16 or older of all experience levels to join.  Club is based in 
Sheffield.  For more information,  contact Tommy 256-627-5662. 

North Russellville Baptist Church will host its October Youth Fest 23 on 
Sunday, Oct. 1st, at 5 p.m. Praise and worship by Dustin Richardson and 

Three Strong. Finger foods to follow event. Church is located at 1401 Waterloo Road.  

We would like to invite everyone to My Father’s House Church, 104 East 
Lawrence Street in Russellville, all through the month of September we’ll 

have a special speaker, Bishop Cyril and Adina Curtis, all the way from England. They will 
be ministering the word for us all through September. Sunday mornings at 11 a.m., Sunday 
nights at 5 p.m., and Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome. Any questions, 
call 256-460-1376. 

You are invited to attend a Public Presentation from Main Street Alabama and 
Main Street Russellville to announce the results from a Community Vision 

Session. The public presentation will be Thursday, Sept. 28th from 5-6:30 p.m., at 
the A.W. Todd Centre in Russellville.
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PC Council tables zoning variance that 
would allow double-wide on lot

John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 
 
A zoning variance request made by a Phil Campbell resident became a 
heated subject of discussion at the September 19th meeting of the Phil 
Campbell City Council. 
Jacob Hester appeared previously before the town’s zoning board request-
ing a variance for property located at 2610 Highway 237 across from Belva 
Road. 
Hester sought a variance to allow installation of what board members  
described as a double wide home and possibly a detached garage. 
Hester, a customer care manager at Clayton Homes, owns a property com-
pany named Hester Propeties, LLC, according to his social media page. 
Hester told the council he had an option contract to purchase the property  
that was conditional on obtaining a variance from the town to allow him to  
install a Clayton-built home similar to ones he’s placed on properties in  
Tharptown and Russellville. 
The zoning board, which makes recommendations to the Phil Campbell City 
Council, did not reach a consensus as to Hester’s request so no  
recommendation was made to the council. 
The board’s concerns were twofold: First, there was concerns that Hester is 
not the property owner and therefore has no standing to request a variance.  
Secondly, board members were concerned if they granted a variance for a  
mobile home, and Hester didn’t follow through with his plans for the home 
he described, any type of mobile home could then be installed on the 
Highway 237 property. 
Board member Michelle Marbutt requested the council to amend its zoning  
ordinance to give more specific parameters as to what types of manufac-
tured homes, if any, would be permissible inside city limits. 
Hester told the council the owner who is selling him the property asked for  
the variance in response to the zoning board’s concerns he didn’t have  
standing to request it. 
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The Franklin County Commission is accepting applications 

for the following position(s): Heavy Equipment Operator, 
Franklin County Solid Waste Accountant/Payable Clerk. 

  
Franklin County Commission Applications will be accepted in 

the Franklin County Commission office until 5:00 PM on 
Friday, September 29, 2023.         

____________________________________________ 
               

An application and job description may be picked up, faxed 
or emailed upon request from the Franklin County 

Commission Office, located at 405 N Jackson Avenue, 
Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, by calling (256) 332-

8850 or applications are available at 
www.franklincountyal.org under the Careers tab. 

  
Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

sex, religion, age or disability in the employment or provision 
of services.

That will be nothing new to Warhurst and the RES faculty. The school was 
chosen by the Alabama Department of Education and the Alabama Reading 
Initiative as a spotlight school. That designation includes a commitment to 
allowing other school officials to come on campus and see what the RES fac-
ulty is doing to improve science and reading scores. 

Only 12 Alabama schools were selected and among those 12, RES was 
one of three schools to show growth. And the 16% improvement in scores 
was tops among all participating schools. 

Warhurst was excited, but not surprised, to learn her school was chosen as 
a Blue Ribbon Lighthouse School. 

“Our scores here have always reflected how hard our teachers and stu-
dents work,” Warhurst 
said. “This is a detailed 
process that includes 
an on-campus visit. 
(Blue Ribbon evalua-
tors) go into every 
classroom to observe. 
They met with groups 
of students, teachers 
and parents, approxi-
mately 20 of each, to 
get their feedback as 
well.” 

Russellville City 
Schools 
Superintendent of 
Education Heath 
Grimes said he was 
impressed at how well 
RES did considering it 
was the school's first 
review. 

“I think it's amazing 
the faculty, staff, stu-
dents and administra-
tion accomplished this 
on the first review with-
out corrective feed-
back,” Grimes said. “It 
say a lot about the 
quality of education 
taking place at RES 
(and RMS which 
received its recognition 
earlier this year). 

This is a great accomplishment but it's what we already knew. This just 
gives us a standard to measure by and a level and accomplishment to share 
with the public,” he added. 

The performance areas considered by the Blue Ribbon Schools of 
Excellence include: student focus and support, school organization and cul-

ture, challenging standard and curriculum, active teaching and learning, 
technology and integration, professional community, leadership and educa-

tion vitality, school, family 
and community partner-

ships and indicators of 
success. 

And the celebration? 
Oh yes, Warhurst said, 

it's coming. 
“We're already in the 

process of planning a big 
celebration. I can't 

release details yet, as we 
have to finalize plans 

and receive board 
approval. We won't just 

include one group, as 
this was a team effort,” 

Warhurst said. “From our 
bus drivers to lunch room 

staff to custodians to 
teachers to office staff 
and our students, we'll 

celebrate everyone in this building.” 
For more information on the Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence program, 

visit www.blueribbonschools.com.   

‘RIBBON,’ From Page 1

COURTESY PHOTO 
You will see Russellville Elementary students reading 
anywhere during the school day. 



Page 9 
September 27, 2023

--Big Star #345 Deli, 406 4th St. SW, Red Bay, 90. 
--Big Star Supermarket #345, 406 4th St. NW, Red Bay, 97. 
--Black & Gold Nutrition, 700 Waterloo Road, Russellville, 96. 
--Bobcat Express Inc., 3075 Hwy. 237, Phil Campbell, 87. 
--Bulldog Nutrition, LLC, 15485 Hwy. 24, Russellville, 98. 
--CJ's Grocery, 14545 Hwy. 187, Russellville, 98. 
--Cardinal Drive In, 602 4th St. SW, Red Bay, 95. 
--Coco Michocana 2, 318 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 90. 
--Daily Bread BBQ, 305 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 96. 
--Discount Grocery & Variety, 201 E. Lawrence St., Russellville, 98. 
--Dollar General, #20938, 9260 Hwy. 243, Phil Campbell, 98. 
--Dollar General #785, 15045 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 99. 
--El Buen Sabor, 104 Montgomery St., Russellville, 93. 
--El Quetzal Buena Vista, 118 East Franklin St., Russellville, 95. 
--Faelynn's Place, 3485 Broad St., Phil Campbell, 99. 
--Farmhouse Table, 116 Jackson Ave. N, Russellville, 93. 
--Frosty Inn,  12805 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, 95. 
--Gas Mart North, 17060 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 95. 
--Halligan's Pizza, 912 4th St. West, Red Bay, 86. 
--Harold's Gas and Grocery, 1425 Hwy. 172 East, Hodges, 99. 
--Hodges Senior Center, 1942 Hwy. 172, Hodges, 98. 
--J&V Smokehouse, 607 4th St., Red Bay, 92. 
--Jay Raja Inc., 109 Madison St., NE, Russellville, 96. 
--Kidz Korner, 14131 Hwy. 43 N., Russellville, 97. 
--Little Divas and Dudes Daycare LLC, 1100 4th St. NE, Red Bay, 98. 
--Little Tigers Preschool, 1003 East Lawrence St., Russellville, 96. 
--Los Dos Hermanos, 409 Madison St. NE, Russellville, 91. 
--Lost Pines Coffee Co., 207 4th St. NE, Red Bay, 94. 
--M&H Food Mart, 9224 Hwy. 243, Phil Campbell, 97. 
--Malone Oil, LLC, 23791 US 24, Russellville, 97. 
--Mama Cortez dba Rancho Viejo, 11797 Hwy. 43 S., Russellville, 94. 
--McDonald's, 606 4th Ave. SE, Red Bay, 98. 
--Panda Buffet, 14633 US 43, Russellville, 89. 
--Papa John's Pizza, 14520 Hwy. 43, Ste. 1, Russellville, 98. 
--Phil Campbell Nutrition, 3415 Broad St., Phil Campbell, 98. 
--Phil Campbell  Senior Center, 135 Sherry Brice Dr., Phil Campbell, 

99. 
--Piggly Wiggly Deli, 518 4th Ave. SW, Red Bay, 92. 
--Piggly Wiggly Market #93, 518 4th Ave. SW, Red Bay, 97. 
--Pilgrim's Place, 1314 N. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 91. 
--Pizza Hut, 13450 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 96. 
--Pollo Lo-Quillo, 115 Franklin St., Russellville, 94. 
--Priceless Food-Deli, 14001 Hwy 43, Ste. 11, Russellville, 98. 
 
--Quinn's Grocery, 9980 Hwy. 48, Russellville, 99. 
--Red Bay Hospital, 211 Hospital Road, Red Bay, 95. 
--Red Bay Senior Center, 115 5th Ave. SE, Red Bay, 98. 
--Red Bay SnoBiz, 524A 4th Ave. S, Red Bay, 95. 
--Red Bay Tiger Mart, Inc., 211 4th Ave. SW, Red Bay, 90. 
--Russellville Nutrition, 14130 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 98. 
--Russellville Senior Center, 238-260 Montgomery St., Russellville, 98. 
--Sonic Drive-In #6295, 15376 Hwy. 43 N., Russellville, 88. 
--Southside Quick Mart, LLC, 12301 Hwy. 43S, Russellville, 95. 
--Stricklin Hotel Russellville, 114 N. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 97. 
--Subway 24292, 15300 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 98. 
--Subway 37464, 13675 Hwy. 43, Russellvillle, 97. 
--Swamp John's Country Store, 5181 Hwy. 24, Red Bay, 94. 
--Swamp John's Mobile #3, 5181 Hwy. 24, Red Bay, 97. 
--Taco Bell, 13831 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 97. 
--The Grind Cafe and Coffee Shop, 13760 Hwy. 43 Ste. 1, Russellville, 

91. 
--The Hang Out Nutrition, 13684 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 98. 
--The Ville Nutrition, 112 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 98. 
--Tienda Latina Mi Refugio, 412 Madison St., NE, 99. 
--Vulcan Food Mart, 28485 Hwy. 24, Russellville, 98. 
--Wendy's, 13679 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 88. 
--Yogi's Spruce Pine, 6675 Hwy. 43, Spruce Pine, 97. 
--Yogi's C-Store, 27534 Hwy. 24, Russellville, 93. 
Health ratings are available at www.foodscores.state.al.us and may be 

viewed by city or county.

The Season for
Big Savings Is Now!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions 
for New Heating and Cooling Systems

 Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

Call today! (833) 489-0045

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

$49 SAVE
UP TO $2000

Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. Valid at participating 
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial 
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center 
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 8/30/2023.

License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and 
cooling system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and 
cooling system required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. 
Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial customers, 
with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center for 
details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred and 
where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 8/30/2023.

License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

69 of 70 Franklin businesses earn satisfactory health ratings
John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
69 of the 70 Franklin County establishments that received health rat-

ings during the period of June through August 2023,  had  scores that fell 
into the “satisfactory compliance” range. 

Health ratings are required to be prominently posted in all food/lodging 
establishments. Scores are graded by the Alabama Department of Public 
Health inspectors on a 100-point scale. 

Establishments with scores of 85 to 100 are considered to be in “satis-
factory compliance” and are routinely inspected. Establishments scoring 
between 70 and 84 will be inspected again in 60 days, and those scoring 
between 60 and 69 will have another follow-up within 48 hours. Any 
establishment scoring below 60 will be immediately closed. 

Areas of inspection by ADPH include management and personnel; food 
storage, preparation and service; equipment; utensils; linen cleanliness; 
plumbing and waste; poisonous or toxic material storage and an inspec-
tion of the physical facility or property. 

69 of 70 Franklin County establishments listed in the most recent food 
and lodging establishment ratings scored 85 or above, within the satis-
factory compliance range. 

The high score was 100, shared by two businesses: Bel Haven 
Heights, 107 4th Ave. SE, Red Bay, and Walmart #403 Bakery, 13675 
Highway 43, Russellville. 

The business that received a score below 'satisfactory compliance' was 
Captain D's #3737, 15434 Highway 43, Russellville, with a score of 84. 

Other inspection scores  of Franklin County businesses, in alphabetical 
order, included: 

--43 Grill, 15110 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 97. 
--B&J Cafe, 1327 Shelnutt Loop, Phil Campbell, 97. 
--Backwoods Grill & Fish Camp, 2937 Hwy. 43, Phil Campbell, 93. 
--Best Western Breakfast, 13770 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 96. 
--Big Star Deli of Russellville, 314 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 94. 



YARD SALE 
 

Three Family 
Yard Sale. 

Intersection of 
Third/Hester 

Streets in A.B. 
Hester 

Subdivision. 
Saturday, 

Sept. 30. 7 
a.m.-until. Lots 
of great items! 

 
Yard Sale 

Sat., Sept., 
30,.   

8am - 3pm.  
1176 Highway 

48  
New load.  

 
Yard Sale. 
Saturday, 

Sept. 30. 7-12. 
125 Tony 
Avenue, 

across from 
Summit Pool. 

Household 
items, Little 

Boy’s clothing, 
Furniture, 

Name Brand 
Clothing, 
Christmas 
items and 

More! 
 

Four-Family 
Yard Sale. 
1719 North 

Jackson Ave., 
just past Good 

Shepherd 
Catholic 
Church. 

Thurs/Fri/Sat. 
Sept. 

28,29,30. 8 
a.m.-until. 
Perfume, 

clothing, lots of 
items! 

 
Subdivision 
Yard Sale. 

Brookewood 
Subdivision 

(off 
Underwood 

Road) will host 

a two-day yard 
sale 

Friday/Sat., 
October 13/14 
from 8 a.m.-12 

p.m. 
 

Yard Sale. 
Friday/Sat., 
September 
29/30. 7-3. 

6780 Highway 
22, Spruce 
Pine. Frog 
Pond side. 
Watch for 

signs. Dining 
room 

table/chair, 
children’s 
wooden 

kitchen set, 
household 
items, new 
Shark Vac, 
women’s, 

men’s and chil-
dren’s clothing. 
Lots of treas-
ures. Come 
get you a 

treasure! 
 

Yard Sale. 
Fri./Sat., 

September 
29/30. 7-3. 

6780 Highway 
22, Spruce 
Pine. Frog 
Pond side. 
Watch for 

signs. Dining 
room 

table/chair, 
children’s 
wooden 

kitchen set, 
household 
items, new 
Shark Vac, 
women’s, 

men’s and chil-
dren’s clothing. 
Lots of treas-
ures. Come 
get you a 
treasure! 

 
Brookewood 
Subdivision 
Yard Sale. 

Fri./Sat., Oct. 
13/14. 8-12 
each day. 

Many families 
participating. 

 
Services 

 
Retired nurse 
will do patient 
care in-home, 
light cooking 
and cleaning. 
Call 256-436-

2450. 
(5) 

 
FOR SALE 

 
Wrought Iron 
Mail Box Post 
(Utility Type) 

For Sale. Well 
Built. 

Reasonably 
Priced. Call 

256-577-1632. 
(3) 

 
2010 Mustang 
GT For Sale. 

5-Speed. Red 
in Color.Clean. 

Runs great. 
$16,500. Call 

256-810-6206. 
(3) 

 
3 and 4 Acre 
Lots for Sale. 
$15,000 (3-
Acre) and 

$20,000 (4-
Acre). Owner 
will finance 
with 10% 

down. Extreme 
southern 
Franklin 

County in Phil 
Campbell. 

Suitable for 
Mobile Home. 
Call 205-551-

1026. 
 (3) 

 
Lotes de 3 y 4 

acres en 
venta. $15,000 

(3 acres) y 
$20,000 (4 

acres). El 
propietario 

financiara con 
un 10% de 
pago inicial. 
Extremo sur 
del condado 

de Franklin en 
Phil Campbell. 

Apot para 
casa movil. 

Llame al 205-
551-1026. 

(3) 
 

Oak table with 
6 chairs $50. 

Call 
2564833675 

(5) 
 

Marlin 
Firearms 30/30 
w/Sling. Model 
30AW. Micro 

Groove Barrel, 
Cal 30/30 
WIN. JM"  

Marking On 
Barrel. Tasco 
World Class 

Scope. $800. 
2 Boxes ammo 
included. Call 
Al at 216-956-

5658. 
(3) 

 
 

Lazy Boy Dual 
Recliner with 
Loveseat For 

Sale. 
Burgundy 

Fabric. One 
year old, good 

condition. 
$150. Call 

256-436-2450. 
(5) 

 
Fresh Eggs 
$3/Dozen. 

Fresh Duck 
Eggs, 

$3.50/Dozen. 
Call 256-324-

2407. 
(6)

Phil Campbell walking track complete, 
basketball court soon to follow

‘ZONING,’ From Page 7

John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
Phil Campbell residents now have a new quarter mile walking track to 

enjoy and a new public basketball 
court will soon be ready for action. 

When the council approved the pur-
chase of land at the intersection of 
Alabama 237 and College Road from 
Barry Pounders, it gave the town 
seven parcels of land, 4.01 acres in 
total, that connect with the 10.8 acre 
tract that houses the Phil Campbell 
Community Center and Splash Pad. 

After Dollar General Corporation 
scrapped plans to construct a Dollar 
General Market at the 237/College 
Road location, the council went to 
work planning a sports complex that 
would be adjacent to the community 
center location. 

Installation of a walking trail, com-
plete with lighting for nighttime usage, is complete, according to Phil 
Campbell Councilwoman Lynn Landers. And the basketball court is com-
plete other than the installation of goals. Landers said the town is pricing 
goals and will soon have the court complete. 

And they're not stopping there. Although no plans have yet been approved, 
Landers said the 4.01 acres would be an ideal location for the city to con-
struct a recreation center. 

The town owns all the land south of Underwood Circle along 237, and all 
the property fronting College Road other than a .32 tract owned by Lester 
and Verdie Hood. 

“We would like to eventually make one big recreation area to have activi-
ties for the community and our kids,” Landers said. 

“I have a contract. It has an opt out if this variance is not approved,”  
Hester said. “This is my hometown, too. I want to better this town and would  
not put anything there I wouldn’t live in or put my own mother in.” 
Hester said the home he plans to put on the property would be at least 1,500  
square feet and could be as large as 2,200 square feet. 
“I’m ready to buy this property as soon as you approve this. There’s a  
backlog at Clayton and it keeps pushing construction (of the home) back 
when there’s no decision by the town,” Hester said. 
Council member Rodney Kuykendall made a motion to table Hester’s 
request until the council’s next meeting, something Phil Campbell Mayor 
Mike McQuery suggested be done so the council and zoning board could 
come up with specifications. 
That didn’t sit well with Councilman Phillip King, who voted against tabling  
the request. 
“We want this town to grow to help the people of Phil Campbell and tonight  
we failed in doing that,” King said. 
“I don’t think we did,” Kuykendall responded. “We just postponed this until  
we can provide some parameters.” In other agenda items, the council: 
—approved a $1,000 payment to NACOLG to help pay for the van and driv-
er provided by NACOLG to transport residents to doctor’s appointments. 
—approved the purchase of a pallet of sod and two truck loads of topsoil to  
be placed around the town’s new basketball court. The soil will be packed in  
before sod is laid on top of it. The project will help prevent the court  
from washing out. 
—approved the purchase of two battery operated scene lights with stands 
for the Phil Campbell Fire Department, along with two crowbars and two  
sledgehammers for the new fire truck, all at a combined cost of $630.12, to  
come out PCFD funds. 
—approved renewal of a contract for services with the Franklin County  
Chamber of Commerce in the amount of $1,800, a 20% increase from last 
year.  
The contract provides for renewal the following two years, at the council’s  
option, at an additional 10% each year. This is the first increase in the  
chamber’s contract amount with the town in more than a decade, according 
to Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Cassie Medley.



Michael Rice 
Franklin Free Press 

 
Joseph Brown is in his fifth year coaching 

cross-country at Tharptown High School and 
last weekend his team had a program first. 

The Wildcats placed first in team standings 
at an invitational. 

The season started with the Wildcats plac-
ing fourth in their first two meets. 

In their third meet at the Chickasaw Trail 
Invitational at the Oakville Indian Mound, the 
Wildcats placed 11th, but faced a lot of big 
schools in the invitational. 

“There were a lot of defending state champi-
on teams and one from out of state, but I was 
still proud of our efforts in that event,” Brown 
said. 

This past weekend the Wildcats placed first 
at the Fairview Invitational. 

Tharptown competed in the small school 
division, consisting of Class 1A through 4A 
schools. 

“We’ve placed second a lot of years, but to 
get over the hump last weekend was incredi-
ble. I couldn’t be more proud of my guys and 
they deserve it. As hard as my guys have 
trained over the years, to see it pay off was 
awesome,” Brown said. 

“Our lead runner this year, Jessie Mitchell, 
has been very consistent and he’s who 
placed first at Fairview. Mitchell (a senior) has 
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Tharptown cross-coun-
try team outraces com-

petition at Fairview 
Invitational

5-0 Golden Tigers travel to Florence Friday to 
face undefeated Mars Hill

See, ‘RMS,’ page 13

See, ‘TIGERS,’ Page 14

See, ‘CROSSCOUNTRY,’ Page 13

RMS football team eyes undefeated season, fifth  
consecutive Northwest Middle School Conference title
Michael Rice 
Franklin Free Press 
 

The Russellville Middle School 
football team is currently prepar-
ing for another run at the North 
Alabama Conference Title with 
only two games left to clinch the 
first seed spot in the five-team 
South Division.  

If the Golden Tigers win this 
year it will mark the fifth consecu-
tive year RMS will finish the sea-
son as champion.  

“We have so many skilled play-
ers and it’s really something spe-
cial. I walked into a gold mine of 
talent and I have the best job 
ever,” first year RMS head coach 
Brett Voss said.  

The Golden Tigers are 3-0  this 
season and are coming into 
tonight’s game at Brewer off a 44-6 victory last Tuesday against Moulton.  

“Honestly it’s more about us and not who we play. If we handle us, I don’t worry about anyone 

John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
Coming into Friday's game at East 

Limestone, the Russellville Golden Tigers were 
seventh-best in Class 5A in scoring, with an 
average of 38.8 points per game. 

They improved that average in the first half 
alone against the Indians. 

Coach John Ritter's team built a 43-7 halftime 
lead and finished the night a 53-7 winner, to 
improve to 5-0, 3-0 in Region 8. 

The Golden Tigers' most difficult test of the 
season will come next Friday when they travel 
to Florence to face the undefeated Mars Hill 
Panthers. Mars Hill thrashed Elkmont Friday 
night 76-0. 

To Russellville's credit, the team did not look 
past an 0-4 East Limestone team. Sophomore 
running back Cam Phinizee had only seven 
carries in the first half, but he still had 137 
yards and four rushing touchdowns, including 
an 80-yard score on the first play of the second 
quarter. He finished with 10 carries for 162 
yards. 

Phinizee also had a 40-yard reception from 
Harrison Burch, who posted his best night of 

the season. The senior quarterback finished 
12 of 17 for 254 yards and two touchdowns. 

Bralynn Vincent caught a 36-yard pass for a 
second quarter touchdown and Cash 
Crumpton 
broke loose 
for a 48-
yard touch-
down on a 
screen pass 
late in the 
first half. 

Jah 
Williams 
had an 
interception 
for the 
Golden 
Tigers in the 
second 
quarter and Malachi Duncan ran a successful 
fake punt for a first down. 

Junior kicker Manny Martinez nailed a 40-
yard field goal on the Golden Tigers' first pos-
session of the second half to build the lead to 
46-7. 

“We came out and established our 

Friday Nigh High 
School Football 
Schedule 9/29 

 
Russellville @ Mars Hill 

Phil Campbell @ Carbon Hill 
Tharptown vs. Cherokee 

Vina @ Curry 
Red Bay @ Hackleburg

COURTESY PHOTO 
RMS Quarterback Drake Ergle. 
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Belgreen stumbles at 
Colbert Heights 34-8

on the schedule,” Voss said.  
It’s easy not to worry when the Golden Tigers have some of the best 

middle school athletes around.  
“It’s a special group of guys. We have Sir Williams, Darron Jones, 

Tavien Jones, Ryland Calvert and my quarterback Drake Ergle are all 
my impressive skill players,” Voss said.  

“Ergle has done fantastic at quarterback leading the team. I told him 
I don't care if you can chunk the ball 70 yards as long as you can lead 

the offense. He’s con-
stantly getting people in 

the right position. He has 
absolutely ran the 

offense,” Voss said. 
The Golden Tigers' 

defense have held every 
opponent to six points. 
Two of the three teams 

scored their six points in 
the game's final minute. 

“Carter Clement and 
Braxton Duncan have 

been the anchors inside 
our defensive line,” Voss 

said. 
“Jasen Noel has played 
well at safety too,” Voss 

added. 
The Golden Tigers will 

host West Morgan 
September 26th in the regular season finale. The game kicks off at 

6p.m. 
If Russellville defeats Brewer and West Morgan, the Golden Tigers will 

win the South Division and will face one of the top two finisher in the 
North Division on October 3rd. 

The Northwest Middle School Conference Championship will be 
October 10th and will be hosted by the highest remaining seed. 

John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
Belgreen football coach Jonathan Raper sensed a different feeling 

from his team as they went through warm ups before Monday's junior 
high game at Colbert Heights.  

And it wasn't a good one, as the Wildcats downed Belgreen 34-8. 
After the program won two of its last three games, wrapped around an 

overtime loss at Iuka, optimism was high for a team in its first season. 
But something happened in the minutes leading up to kickoff and Raper 
talked with his team about it. 

“I told them it felt like we were at a funeral. You can't worry about how 
big the other team is or how it looks,” Raper said. “We've got to get 
ready to play. It was the first time I was disappointed in the way we 
approached the game. 

“We were already worried and didn't let the game take care of itself. 
More than anything it's about heart and how bad you want it,” he added. 

Belgreen drove inside the Wildcats' 20 on its first possession. But the 
drive ended with a fumble. The Bulldogs' offense had a good night in 
total  yardage, but could not cash in on points. 

“It was a bit of a role reversal from our last few games. We drove the 
ball all night, but we'd get ready to score and have a fumble or a penalty 
and the drive would stall out,” Raper said. “I think we only had a few 
penalties, and we were great between the 20s, but couldn't punch it into 



For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us online 
at www.franklinfreepress.net. 
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a great work ethic and has scholarship potential. He has also set 

our program 
record twice now 
this this year,” 
Brown added. 

“I also have 
great senior 
leadership. My 
other two sen-
iors are Edwin 
Vela and 
Ricardo 
Hernandez and I 
believe both 
could be looking 
at scholarships if 
they’re serious 
about the next 
level through the 
rest of the sea-
son,” Brown 
said. 

The Wildcats 
have a few other 
junior key con-
tributors including Alex Quintero who finished second at Fairview and 
Angel Garcia. 

“Garcia is our hardest worker and leads by example for us,” Brown 
said. 

The Wildcats travel to Wilson High School this weekend for the 
Wilson Warrior Invitational this Saturday, September 22nd at 9am.

COURTESY PHOTO 
Belgreen football players greet elementary students in a 
spirit line last week. 

‘BELGREEN,’ From Page 12
the end zone.” 
Defensively, Raper said his team missed nearly 40 tackles, a reversal 

from one it his defense's strong points so far this season. 
Belgreen trailed 24-0 at halftime, but Raper said the defense 

improved in the second half and the offense added a touchdown from 
Rush Berryman and a two-point conversion from Noah Scott. 

Belgreen traveled to Tharptown for a junior varsity game September 
25th and was scheduled to face Cherokee in a junior high game 
September 26th. 

Next week, the Bulldogs travel to Tishomingo, Miss., for a junior high 
game on October 5th at 5:30 p.m.



Page 14 
september 27, 2023

‘TIGERS,’ From Page 11
dominance early. We made some plays and scored 42 points in the 

first half, which is pretty good,” Ritter said. 
Russellville's first half possessions were short but successful.  
After a three and out for East Limestone to start the game, the Golden 

Tigers scored quickly after a Burch-to-Vincent 44-yard completion 
down to the East Limestone four-yard line. Phinizee scored on the next 
play. Russellville's Ben Pounders hauled in a Burch pass on the two-
point try to make it 8-0. 

After a second Indian three and out, Phinizee raced 40 yards for the 
second Russellville touchdown. Martinez hit the PAT and it was 15-0 
Golden Tigers in the first quarter. 

East Limestone quarterback Jake Cochran ran in a touchdown for the 
Indians to cut Russellville's lead to 22-7, but East Limestone would get 
no closer. 

Duncan rushed for a 16-yard touchdown, his first of the season, on 
the first play of the fourth quarter, as the Golden Tigers crossed the 50-
point threshold to lead 53-7.  

It was a fast-moving second half, with minimal clock stoppage and a 
healthy dose of playing time for Golden Tiger backups. 

It should be a very different game at Mars Hill Bible, as the Panthers 
are the number two overall Alabama high school offense, averaging 55 
points a game. The Panthers' defense is giving up 13.8 per game, 
good for eighth best in Class 3A. 

Mars Hill won a shootout last year over the Golden Tigers 31-30. But 
this Golden Tiger team comes into the second half of the season unde-
feated, armed with a talented senior quarterback and a likely All-State 
running back. 

The Golden Tigers' defense has been stingy through five weeks, but 
it will be a test as a top ten defense faces the second-best scoring 
team in Alabama.

$99 Installation* Does not include cost of material. Offer expires 4/30/2022

Call now for your free estimate! Financing available 877.505.0021

Say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good
No clogging*, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

75% off of Labor* Offer does not include cost of material. Discount applied by 
representative at time of contract execution. Offer ends 12/31/2023.

Receive a $50 Visa Gift Card with your free 
in-home estimate

Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and 
MI. Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will 
receive a $50 VISA gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one per household. Company 
procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or 
involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a 
photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company 
or affi liated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Promotion may not be extended, transferred, or sub-
stituted except that Company may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed 
to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided at pre-
sentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by VISA 
and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. https://mblink.it/1XPC for gift card restrictions. Expires 12/31/23.

* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.



Michael Rice 
Franklin Free Press 

 
The annual renewal to a storied rivalry between the Red Bay 

Tigers and the Belmont Cardinals ended with the Tigers pulling out 
a  tough win, 14-6, last 
Friday in Red Bay.  

The Tigers' head 
coach Heath Childers 
talked about the rivalry 
between the two 
schools and how 
Friday's game lived up 
to expectations.  

“It was a good ball 
game but it was a lot 
closer than what I want-
ed it to be,” Childers 
said. “Those guys over 
there at Belmont, they 
did a great job with the 
kids and they played hard, extremely hard, so it was a tough 
game.” 

 Red Bay managed to get on the board first scoring on a one-
yard touchdown run by sophomore running back Jaxon Vinson. 
The PAT failed and the Tigers led 6-0. 

With the rest of the first half and most of the third quarter score-
less, the Cardinals got on the board on a four-yard passing touch-

We love to hear from you! Please send 
your guest columns, cartoon panels, let-
ters to the editor, recipes and other cre-

ative submissions to 
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Red Bay improves to 3-1 ahead of trip to Hackleburg this Friday
down, tying the game 6-6. 

 After a big kick return for the Tigers, they marched down the field
and scored on a eight-yard touchdown run by senior running back 
Keaton Lanphear, finishing the game 14-6.  

 Childers talked about the keys to pulling away with a big win 
against the Cardinals. 

 “No turnovers. No turnovers. We protected the football. We had 
a few more penalties than I normally liked and it was the big ones, 
the 15 yarders, those are the drive killers,” Childers said. 

“We didn’t turn the ball over and that’s key for us every week, not
giving the opposing team an extra possession,” he added. 

The Red Bay Tigers are set to face the Hackleburg Panthers on
Friday, with a 7 p.m., kickoff, in Hackleburg.

Each Week’s Winner Receives a $25 Pilgrim’s 
Place BBQ Gift Certificate!

Congratulations to Our Week Four Winner Darren Woodruff, 
who correctly predicted 9 of 10 games and won the 
tiebreaker predicting Alabama to win by 11.

Submit your picks by email to  
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com by Saturday  
morning, September 30th, at 10 a.m. Include your 
name, phone number and game selections,  
including tiebreaker. 

Alabama 

Georgia Auburn

USC Colorado

Florida Kentucky

Clemson Syracuse

TexasKansas 

Missouri Vanderbilt

Ole MissLSU

Notre Dame Duke

TennesseeSouth Carolina 

Texas A&M Arkansas

Miss. State
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