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East San Jose walking trail to be expanded

By Jeremy Hoang
San Jose Spotlight
wenty years after East San
T]ose residents began advo-
cating for more open spaces
in their community, city leaders
have completed a key step in
expanding the neighborhood’s cel-
ebrated Five Wounds Trail.

The San Jose City Council unani-
mously voted Tuesday to acquire
the final parcel of land needed to
complete the trail from VTA at no
cost. This will extend Five Wounds
Trail to 2.17 miles of walking and
biking paths, with a goal of being
completed and open to the public
by 2031.

Councilmember Domingo Can-
delas praised the yearslong col-
laborative effort between multiple
government agencies and local
organizations.

“It’s been a long time coming,”
Candelas said. “I'm super excited
to be moving forward and ulti-
mately, and eventually, taking the
trail from District 8 all the way to
the future BART Station.”

The trail, which runs from Coy-
ote Creek to Silver Creek, will be
extended from East Williams Street
to the future site of the Little Por-
tugal BART Station, which over the
years has faced a myriad of delays
and added layers of scrutiny. It's

San Jose-Evergreen
2721 Aborn Road, Suite 10, San Jose, CA 95121
(408) 238-7500
nothingbundtcakes.com

Trail for walking and biking. Photo by Torres Iraheta.

anticipated to be completed in the
next decade.

Bill Rankin, president of local non-
profit Save Our Trails, isalongtime
supporter of the expansion proj-
ect.Inaletter to Mayor Matt Mahan,
Rankin wrote the trail extension
will offer recreation, transporta-
tion, dignity and safety to East San
Jose residents.

“San Jose has one of the best trail
systems in the country and the Five
Wounds Trail is a critical connec-
tion in the city,” Rankin said at the
meeting.

The land is the site of a former
railroad line and could cost the city
roughly $5 million to rid the soil of
lead and arsenic contamination,
according to an Aug. 29 memo by
Nanci Klein, the city’s director of eco-
nomic development. The Santa
Clara Valley Open Space Authority
and Santa Clara County Parks
intend to contribute $500,000 each
to the project by the end of the year,
in exchange for restrictions on
development of the land, the memo
read.

See TRAIL, page 4

St. Francis of Assisi of Evergreen
hosts October 21 Blood Drive

he next Evergreen Blood
TDrive, sponsored by St.

Francis of Assisi of Ever-
green and the Stanford Blood
Center is scheduled Saturday,
October 21 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
atthe St. Francis Gathering Space
located at 5111 San Felipe Rd in
Evergreen.

“The event is open to the pub-
licand any and all eligible donors
are encouraged to come by that
Saturday and donate,” said Blood
Drive coordinator, Tom Mitchell.
“The promo for October is a
drawing for a gift card.”

Blood drive officials encour-
age sign-ups inadvance so there
will be plenty of staff so no one
has to wait. Of course, there will
be no sign-ups at the Church, so
use the link below. If you have
questions, please call Tom
Mitchell at (408) 476-6104.

Event: St. Francis of Assisi
Blood Drive

Place: St. Francis of Assisi Gath-

ering Space - Evergreen, San Jose

Date: Saturday, October 21,
2023

Time: 8 am. to 2 p.m.

You're encouraged to sign-up
in advance to minimize waiting
times for all. Walk-ins are on a
first-come, first-served basis.

Visit https://sbcdonor.org/
donor/schedules/drive_schedule/
11514 to sign up or to learn about
your eligibility to give blood.

writings with community
By Kevin Larsen
Special to the Times

sands of people in Evergreen.

warm smile.

Sikhs walk wt

Annual procession through
Evergreen promotes awareness
and understanding of sacred

procession hosted by San Jose Gur-
Adwara honoring and promoting
awareness and understanding of

sacred writings in their Holy Book was
held Sunday, Sept. 24th and attracted thou-

Before the float moved, abeautiful prayer
was said by respected priest, Mohinder
Singh Bajwa of the Gurdwara who is always
praying and loving towards all with his reassur-
ing voice, command of knowledge and caring

Singing started as the float began its walking
speed journey around the Evergreen Valley from
Aborn Road to Ruby then back up the elevated

h Holy Book

A

These young five and six years olds walked four miles
with the Sikh float in Evergreen Valley on Sept. 24.

Quimby Road to the starting point of the world
famous San Jose Gurdwara.

Throughout the world, when each Gurdwara is
built, a special copy of this Holy Book is sent from
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attracts thousands

the Golden Temple in India to become the
centerpiece of the prayer hall.

Sikhs walk with Holy Book

The annual procession included the singing
of sacred writings of the major tenant seen
on the side of the float which states, “God is
one.” If one reads or listens to these scrip-
tures in this Holy Book, it is suggested one
cover their hair in respect. Such cloth head
coverings are neatly folded for public use
at all Gurdwaras. Each day at the San Jose
Gurdwara, as one enters the prayer hall, the
words are read aloud and also shown on an
electronic display in English, Punjabi and
Hindi as the scriptures are sung.

Thus, this is the Holy embrace of Sikhism
the world over.

Guru Nanak

This Sikh religion was founded by 16th centu-
ry poet and composer Guru Nanak who wrote
much of his revelations and teachings in the form

See PROCESSION, page 10
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L Gated 55 + Communlty in the Evergreen H |IIs of San ]ose
aﬂ}w ¢ b
Now is your time to enjoy everyday luxury living in
The Villages Golf & Country Club: A Gated, Active,
Senior Community located in the Evergreen Hills of
Silicon Valley - near Silver Creek Valley Country Club.
Are you 55+ ???? Downsizing? Retired? or Still working?
If you want to enjoy life at its best -- be sure to preview
this home with an inviting Front Courtyard and Nature
from EVERY window!
1568sf - 2 Bedroom - 2 Bath home with spacious
Living & Dining Rooms - Kitchen with attached Family
room or Nook - Sliders from Living & Family room
opening to Screened Back Patio overlooking a private &
beautiful Wooded Meadow. Now that you've Relaxed --
Want to have FUN? Choose one or all of these ameni-
ties: 2 Golf courses (9 & 18 hole), 4 Swimming
Pools/Spa, Tennis , Pickleball & Bocce courts, Billiards &
Ping Pong Rooms plus miles of Hiking Trails .Now enjoy
Fine Clubhouse Dining or Casual dining in Bistro or Patio. {§
Come enjoy the Lifestyle You Deserve! $798,000

Dee Ramirez
The Villages Realty Team

Lic# 00683945 REALTOR

REALTY TEAM 408.440.76 17
Dee@RamirezRealtyTeam.com

www.DeeRamirez.com

2925 The Villages Parkway San Jose CA 95135

Please note: | have not and will not be verifying or investigating any information supplied by others.
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Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf course
for ONLY. . .. $34.00 3

The Villages Golf & Country Club
Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million
Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Community

Other Amenities:
Tennis - Pickle Ball - Bocce - Pools - Hiking - Billiards
Fine & Casual Dining in our Clubhouse & Bistro =

SAN JOSE
GATEWAY

KELLERWILLIAMS
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o Meadowfair Park
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History San Jose announces exciting
Halloween activities in month of October

By William Bellou
Publisher

istory San José is so excited to announce its
H Halloween activities happening this October!

Whether you are looking for a

out or something for the whole family, we've got

you covered this October.

On Friday, October 27th from 8:00 - 10:00 p.m. His-
tory San José will be hosting its 2nd annual Slash &

Sip: Adult Pumpkin Carving event in

See HALLOWEEN, next page

CHILDREN’S

Sl

PN

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28TH | 2:00 - 6:30 PM

Join us for crafts, activities,
trick-or-treating at our historic
houses, and so much more!

History San José

.@Q] &

g Our Heritage

fun fall night
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Trail

Continued from page 1

Expansion of the trail has been a
point of contention between local
advocates and the city for at least a
decade, with no finalized plan being
passed by officials until now—
despite council approval of an ear-
lier version of the current proposal
in 2013.

Klein told San José Spotlight the
trail construction will be completed
in phases and happen alongside the

laying of BART tracks. She hopes
neighbors will use the trail as a way
to commute to work and for spend-
ing time with each other outdoors.

The overarching goal for Five
Wounds Trail is much bigger—con-
necting all of San Jose’s trails togeth-
er to eventually create a network
that leads all the way to San Fran-
cisco, she said.

“In our city’s history we have
underinvested in East San Jose,” Klein
said. “Thisis an opportunity inavery
significant way to add beautiful trails
with foliage. It's a happy thing.”
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Fall Family Festival
and other October
upcoming events

By Domingo Candelas
City Councilmember

utumn is finally here, and [ am plan-
Aning some big things for the month of

October to bring together

to 57 small businesses. Supporting small
businesses is important. They form the fab-
ric and identity of our community. My par-
ents are small business owners, and I under-
stand keeping your doors open when times
are tough is easier said than done.

Lastly, [ want to thankall of you for report-
ing concerns to my office. It is so valuable
to hear from residents to help solve issues
and cut through the bureaucracy — from
potholes to community safety concerns.

Homelessness has been a top

families and our community,
including the Fall Family Festival
at Lake Cunningham Park on Octo-
ber 28th from 10 p.m. to 2 p.m.

I will also be working with neigh-
borhood groups on beautification
events, most notably the Autumn
Great American Litter Pick-Up on
October 21st from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. I expect hundreds of volun-
teers to come to a neighborhood
near you to clean up our parks,
trails, schools, and streets.

During the month of September, [ am proud
to share the success of my small business
grant program. My office distributed grants

Council
Report

Domingo Candelas,
District 8 Councilmember

issue across major cities in Cali-
fornia, especially in San Jose. My
staff has been working with you
to help connect RVs with Safe
Parking resources and collaborate
more effectively with our Police
Department, Homeless Response
teams, and County Mental Health
partners.

[ am taking a unique approach
to bringing a more permanent
solution to homelessness instead
of moving the problem from one
street to the other.

If you have a comment, please email me
directly at district8@sanjoseca.gov, or give
us a call at 408-535-4908.

Halloween

Continued from previous page
Downtown San Jose's San Pedro Square Market.
Enjoy a night out with friends carving and
decorating pumpkins while drinkinglibations
from participating San Pedro Square Market
bars.
On Saturday, October 28th from 2:00 -

6:30pm you can participate in welcoming back
the Children's Halloween Haunt for one day
only! Families can enjoy crafts & activities, car-
nival games, trolley rides, trick-or-treating at
the historic houses, juggling from Silly Ricky,
Dia de Los Muertos sugar skull demonstra-
tions, and more!

For more information, visit https://histo-
rysanjose.org/programs-events

K[ )

65 Gallon Contalner
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| PICKS UP

408-377-2925

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE * 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)

RESIDENTIAL AND SMALI. BUSINESS PAPER SHREDDING

DROP—OFF SHREDDING SERVICE
‘,féfl‘(“ﬂ IT SHRED!
PAPER SHREDDNG (14aRD DRIVE

%1000 PER BOX
10'\2"¥I5"

Executive Console 'llN [( l'l

SHREDDING

* OFFICE CONTENT CLEANOUT
* DOCUMENT PURGES
* PICK UP DOCS

* ON-SITE SHREDDING

{ NOTHING{)WLH:UCAKES‘

Let the Ghsut

Tu\f\w Rell

Bundtinis® and our “Witches' Hats and Boots”

Bundtini® Toppers available by the dozen. (‘

Fhee
Bunditet

with the purchase of a Bundtlet

San Jose-Evergreen
2721 Aborn Road, Suite 10
San Jose, CA 95121

(408) 238-7500

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon-Fri: 10:00am - 7:00pm
Sat: 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sun: 11:00am - 3:00pm

ORDER ONLINE! WE DELIVER!

NothingBundtCakes.com

i Expires 10/31/23 . Limit one (1) coupon :
i per guest. Coupon must be presented at !
i time of purchase. Valid only at the bak- |
i ery(ies) listed. No cash value. Valid only !
i on baked goods; not valid on retail items. |
i Coupon may not be reproduced, trans-
i ferred or sold. Internet distribution strict- |
i ly prohibited. Must be claimed in bakery
i during normal business hours. Not valid !
i foronline orders. Not valid with any other i
i offer. Discounts applied before tax.

PUMPKIN PATCH| FOOD |LAWN GAMES| & MORE!
= af Lake Cunningham Regional Park

“= Saturday, October 28, 2023
10AM-2PM

For more information:
(408) 535-4908 or district8@sanjoseca.gov

Paid for by;
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Want a degree without classes and lectures?
Calif. Community colleges test new approach

With Competency Based Edu-
cation, ‘No more grades, lec-
tures, seminars or deadlines’

By Adam Echelman
ight community colleges in Cal-
E iforniaare testingoutanew edu-
cation model, one that defines
success by the skills a student learns,
notthe time they spendina classroom.
But changing the traditional education
system isn’t easy.
Eight state community colleges
start pilot program

Arevolution is in the making at Cal-
ifornia’s community colleges: Nomore
grades, no more sitting through lec-
tures or seminars, no more deadlines.
Inapilot program taking shape across
eight of the state’s community colleges,
the only requirement for some asso-
ciate degrees will be “competency.”

Students who can prove that they
have the relevant skills can earn that
degree.

More flexibility in attaining two
year associate degrees faster

Intheory, thismodel, knownas “com-

Report:
2023's 'Best
Cities for

Golfers'

Which U.S. cities are
like a second home to

the avid golfer?
o mark National Golf
TLover’s Day on Oct. 4,
LawnStarterranked 2023's
Best Cities for Golfers.

The LawnStarter website com-
pared the 200 biggest U.S. cities
based on six categories. More
specifically, they factored in pub-
lic and premium course access,
course quality, golfer groups, and
climate, among 25 metrics.

See the 10 birdies and 10
bogeys of golf cities below, fol-
lowed by key stats from the
report.

Best Cities for Golfers
Rank City

Scottsdale, AZ
Orlando, FL

Las Vegas, NV
Cincinnati, OH
Savannah, GA
Tucson, AZ

Los Angeles, CA
Birmingham, AL
San Francisco, CA
San Antonio, TX

O 0 N O Ul H W N
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Worst Cities for Golfers
Rank City

Key Insights:

Scottsdale Is King: For the sec-
ondyearinarow, thelowround
of the day goes to Scottsdale, Ari-
zona, which ranked top 5in 5 of
6 categories. Scottsdale blew
away the competition, scoring a
hole-in-one in Public Course
Access, Premium Course Access,
Training Access, and Course
Quality. It also ranked No. 2 in
Community.

The Perfect Storm: Florida-
based golfers might feel they
missed the fairway with only 2
Florida cities, Orlando and
Tampa, appearing in our top 25.
That's a bit of an eyebrow rais-
er for those familiar with Flori-
da’s reputation as the “golf cap-
ital of the world,” thanks to leg-
end Arnold Palmer. Florida cities
were dinged for their Climate
scores.

The Home of Golf: At No. 2
overall, Orlando, Florida, was the
only city apart from Scottsdale,
Arizona, with a top-3 ranking in
at least 2 categories (No. 2 in
both Premium Course Access
and Training Access). Orlando
also ranked top 10 in Public
Course Access (No. 6) and Course

petency-based education,” could pro-
vide students with more flexibility and
the potential to attain degrees faster
in key job sectors. The pilot is geared
toward working adults, many of whom
left community colleges atrecord rates
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Asthe state’s population of K-12 stu-
dents continues to shrink, leaving col-
leges with fewer students right out of
high school, the pilot aims to attract
adults who are already in the work-
force by “valuing their lived and work
experience,” said Madera Community
College President Angel Reyna.

If successful, these community col-
leges will set themselves apart from
every other two-year institutionin the
country. The pilot, which launched in
2021, provides eight California com-
munity colleges with up to $515,000
over the course of four years to each
design a single associate degree pro-
gram using this new model.

The goal is for students to be able to
enroll at some point in the 2024-25
academic year, said Aisha Lowe, an
executive vice chancellor at the Cali-
fornia Community College Chancel-
lor’s Office. In practice, colleges must
overcome bureaucratic and logistical
hurdles to make the new system work.
At least one community college says
it is struggling to hit the state’s dead-
line.

The challenge is to create something
that works “but isn’t so different that
colleges can still wrap their heads
around itand engage,” Lowe said. “It's
definitely unprecedented.”

A new way to measure learning

The new model restructures the
requirements of a degree to reflect
what students have learned, rather
than the amount of time they spend in
class.

Currently, all college degreesrequire
a certain number of hours spent in a

COME AND EXPERIENCE

The Wonder of Horses!

classroom, either in-person or virtu-
ally. An associate degree, which Cali-
fornia’s community colleges offer,
requires roughly 3,000 hours spentin
aclassroom or on homeworkin a tra-
ditional academic year. That's why
somerefertoitasa“two-yeardegree.”

Teachers get paid in part based on
the number of hours they teach.
Because of the high number of part-
time students, the state funds colleges
and universities based largely on the
number ofhours thatastudent spends
in class, not the number of students
themselves.

Inthis current system, students may
be required to sit through classes to
get college credit even if they can
demonstrate they already have some
of the requisite skills. Students who
may have less time for school because
of work or family obligations lose out
too, said Charla Long, the president of
the Competency-Based Education Net-
work, a consultant for California’s pilot
program.

“We've created an inequitable sys-
tem because it’s so time bound,” she
said.

Inthe new system, students seeking
anassociate degree in early childhood
educationat Shasta College in Redding
will take 60 different exams, each one
testing a specific skill, said Buffy Tan-
ner, the college’s director of innova-
tion and special projects. Students in
the program will have materials to
teach themselves, teachers will be avail-
able to answer questions and coun-

Students walking along the walkway to the Academic Village building 2 at the Madera
Community College campus. Photo by Larry Valenzuela, CalMatters/CatchLight Local

selors will be able to provide wrap-
around support.

Currently, a student is required to
take 20 semester-long classes for that
same degree. Students in the new pro-
gram will be able to take an exam up
to three times and can move as quick-
ly or as slowly as they want, Tanner
said. In-state students in the new pro-
gram who do not qualify for financial
aid will pay the same total tuition, just
shy of $2,800 for an associate degree,
not including the cost of books, class-
roomsupplies, or other miscellaneous
fees. Shasta College, like the other col-
leges in the pilot, is still trying to fig-
ure outhow much to pay faculty in the
new system.

Not a fit for all learners

Not every student can succeed in
this self-paced format. Tanner said
the plan is to vet students for the
program through questions about
theirlives and study habits: “Do you
need external deadlines? What kind
of self-discipline do you have?”

“We have to make sure students
fully understand what they’re get-
ting into,” she said.

A growing phenomenon

Such alternative education sys-
tems have existed for decades. Since
the 1970s, some colleges and uni-
versities have experimented with
new models of teaching and learn-
ing that offer more flexibility and
try to evaluate students based on
what they know, not on how much

See DEGREE, next page

(et
Tho Pubtind
Al Are

Welcome.

yaLt FESTIV,,

OCTOBER 14*
Time: 3-6pm
Location: Clubhouse & Arena

20350 McKean Road
San Jose, CA 95120

1 Pasadena, TX Quality (No. 8).Orlando really is 1t ; _
2 Paterson, NJ one of the most magical places Come join our Fall Fest!val Open.House in

i the countryside. Our drill team will perform
3 Bridgeport, CT on Earth — for golfers. synchronized riding and a variety of horse
4 Warren, MI Golden Statement: California breeds will be on display. Participate in
5 Miramar, FL and Arizona each have 5 cies ol 1 isteab e
6 Santa Clarita, CA in the top 25, making them the and delicious BBQ with rootbeer floats.
7 Anchorage, AK most golf-friendly states on our So we can plan enough food and craft

d A list. California golfers will feel supplies, please RSVP by clicking here:
8 Garden Grove, C they won the match, however Register SCCHA : Fall Festival Open House
9 Orange, CA : L ’
10 L 5 ter CA with a total of 9 cities in our top
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Governor signs
Senator Cortese’s
bill protecting public
school teachers

he Governor has approved legislation
I by State Senator Dave Cortese that

protects the monthly benefits of retired
teachers, SB 432.

“Caring for California’s students means
taking care of all the people who work at
our public schools,” Cortese said. “Gover-
nor Newsom recognizes the importance of
ensuring thatretired teachers are not penal-
ized through no fault of their own; this leg-
islation will bolster the teaching profes-
sion during a time when it's needed most.”

“This important legislation will further
California’s goal of protecting our retired
teachers from mistakes they did not make,”
said Suzie Dixon, California Retired Teach-
ers Association (CalRTA) President.

“Mistakes made by the California State
Teachers’ Retirement System (CalSTRS)
can putretired teachers' retirementatrisk.”

Case in point, if CalSTRS identifies an
overpaymentitis responsible for, aretired
teacher mightface a penalty, reducing their
monthly benefits. SB 432 ensures that
retired teachers will be informed about
these errors, and the bill shields their
monthly retirement payments from penal-
ties when the mistake is not their fault.

Senator Dave Cortese represents Senate
District 15, which encompasses San Jose and
much of Santa Clara County in the heart of
Silicon Valley. Visit Senator Cortese’s web-
site: https://sd15.senate.ca.gov

Degree, continued

time they spent in class, Long said.

In 1997,a group of 19 governors from West-
ern states agreed to develop a private, non-
profit institution, known as Western Gover-
nors University, to provide “competency-
based” education. With roughly 150,000 stu-
dents today, it’s the largest higher education
institution in the country. Though head-
quartered in Utah, the university is entirely
online and boasts students from all 50 states.

Other large for-profit and non-profit uni-
versity systems have experimented with the
same model, including Capella University, an

online college, and Southern New Hampshire
University. California followed. In 2018, at
the behest of former Gov. Jerry Brown, the
state created a new community college, known
as Calbright, which is free, entirely online,
and exclusively “competency-based.”

“This is radically different, and an incredi-
bly powerful way to support our students,”
Calbright’s blog says about its model.

This story was produced with support from
the Education Writers Association’s Report-
ing Fellowship program. Adam Echelman cov-
ers California’s community colleges in part-
nership with Open Campus, a nonprofit news-
room focused on higher education.

Trust Mexico Lindo for your next
group outlng or prlvate party'

Experience the taste of authentic made from scratch Mexican food while dining
at Mexico Lindo for your next group outing or private party! We offer an indoor
and/or outdoor dining experience and a full bar. Our location is the perfect venue
for all of your small and large private dining events including birthday parties,
school reunions, anniversaries, work outings, and more!

BRIC®

5635 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95123

Reservations: 408.270.5463

Sun - Thursday 11am - 9pm

Friday - Saturday 11am - 10pm
For event info contact: Michelle@MexicoLindoS).com

Follow us on Instagram for updates & weekly specials: @mexicolindosc

Compassionate care for your animal
companion is the cornerstone of Aborn
Pet Clinic. We are dedicated to providing
a relaxed experience for you and your pet
at every visit. Whether it's a routine
check-up or an emergency treatment, our
staff responds quickly to your pet's needs
and takes the time to explain examina-

tions and procedures. — Dr. Raj Singh

ABORN PET CLINIC

(408) 270-4600
2525 Aborn Rd., San Jose, CA 95148

INSPIRE EX‘F‘LORE CHALLEN

AN AWARD-WINNING
LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE

Gzzzt oGy Academic Courses!
Grades K -12
. Reading Comprehension *Online & In-Person
. Mathematics Now Enrolling!
« Writing & Grammar
. Public Speaking & Debate 2023/ 34 SChO?l Year
ourses.

. Logic & Critical Thinking
. Competitive Debate

- HSPT, PSAT & SAT Test Prep (408)839- 59 05
. Study Skills for Academic Success ~
. Test-Taking Strategies e~ C

B )
Visit: SCAASanjose.com

for the complete schedule
of camps & classes!

Fllﬂ\Jl

fnmﬂy jmm.

Silver Creek Academy
5619 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95138
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San José takes action to combat homelessness

" DEE RAMIREZ

(408) 440-7617

Realtor Lic. #00683945

kw SAN JOSE
GATEWAY

KELLERWILLIAMS

Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

shawn.ansari@compass.com
www.ShawnAnsari.com

(408) 529-4574

SHAWN
ANSARI

COMPASS

DRE #01088988

REALTORS: YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!
STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE! Call now to
place your ad by phone: (408) 494-7000

with grand opening of converted hotel

The Arena Hotel opens with 90
units of interim housing available

to at-risk residents

anJosé Mayor Matt Mahan, joined by City Staff,
S representatives from HomeFirst and new res-

idents, celebrated the grand opening of the
Arena Hotel on Sept. 28-a former commercial hotel
that has been revamped to serve homeless San
Joseans.

The Arena Hotel was funded in part by a $25.2
million grant from the State’s Homekey program -
a statewide effort to sustain and rapidly expand
housing for persons experiencing homelessness or

had a voice in this project, a Community Advisory
Board was established in which neighbors, con-
cerned residents and formerly homeless individu-
als could direct questions to City staff and project
stakeholders, to understand project timelines and
deliverables, as well as a breakdown of how Home-
key funding was being spent.

“My team and I will continue to work with our
community partners to ensure that the Arena Hotel
operates smoothly and delivers on its core mission
which is to get folks off the streets and on the path-
way to permanent housing,” said District 6 Coun-
cilmember Dev Davis.

Pictured below: The Arena Hotel circa 2022.

at risk of homelessness, in [
addition to $20.8 million from
the city’s Measure E funds.
This interim housing facility [
will provide 90 units to get [
people living on the streets
indoors.

“When the people of San [
Jose passed Measure E, they
stood up and said enough is
enough,” Mahan said. “We
wouldn’thave anything to cel-
ebrate here today ifresidents
across the city didn’t believe
the crisis on our streets was
an emergency that required
emergency action.” ;

To ensure the community

A

&

EVERGREEN
VALLEY COLLEGE
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Mahiya Patil: Poetry that prevails

By William Bellou
Publisher
ocal Silver Creek High School
Lstudent Mahiya Patil is
advancing to semi-final round
of an esteemed national poetry con-
test.

In the realm of literary talent,
where words turninto artand vers-
es weave tales of emotion, we are
proud to spotlight a local student
who has achieved national recog-
nition for her poetic prowess.

Mahiya Patil, 17, an avid poet
and author of “Poisoned”, has
recently been named a semifinal-
istin the upcoming Poetry Nation’s
National Amateur Poetry Compe-
tition book published worldwide
showcasing the best poets from
across the nation.

"To my mind, poetry has a capac-
ity to unify us on an indispensa-
blelevel," Mahiya said. “It empow-
ers us to delve into the recesses
of our innermost feelings and find
solace in commonalities.”

The winning poem in question,
“Poisoned”, depicts the awful real-
ity of domestic abuse, illuminat-
ing its stealthy nature and the vic-
tim's experience of its devastat-
ing effects. It is as follows:

Poisoned

how may it come to be that

the scuffed crimson on my wrists still
echoes your blessed name

that I refuse to forget, i embody it
unconscious

oh once I was pure, unscathed and
unsullied

naive to the touch of your chemical
blinded,

it found me though

it came for me, as it was fated to be
mine.

oh how I will yearn for days on end,
how I'll miss the purity, the virtue
I've lost blind and incognizant
taken from me as i was chained to
obey your spell perfection.

people call it traumatic and inhu-
mane

yet I don’t weep

Idon’t crumble, however I perch qui-
etly burying my face in the corner
of the window on the topmost floor
of the building on the seventh street
and as 1 flashback, as I feel it again,
undone

I feel the poison start to disillusion
my mind and course through my
body, only my soul remains. oh, per-
haps I was wilting

perhaps I was blackening unaware,
and my petals were starting to with-
er

and your poison numbed it,
perhaps you always knew.

you knew that the venom was hid-
den away in precipices nailed shut
as was the way you one handedly
extinguished the raging fire inside
of me

perhaps my ears will stop ringing
perhaps my head won't pierce
sharply

as the sting of that same vial spills
onto me without warning de novo,
coursing through my veins, howey-
er seldom

and my smile would not fall and
crash to nothing.

perhaps someday, it won’t matter.
I'll be cured with memories oblivion.

Analysis of poem

The poem, Poisoned, conveys the
victim's struggle to confront the
stark contrast between their past,
marked by innocence, and their
present, tainted by the toxic influ-
ence of their abuser. This inner
conflict is depicted as a palpable
journey, where the victim grapples
with memories of a time when
they were untouched by harm.

Despite enduring traumatic and
inhumane treatment, the victim's
resilience shines through. The
poignant imagery of the victim

seeking solace by burying their
face in a window corner under-
scores the isolation and internal-
ized pain often experienced by
survivors. The recurring theme of
poison coursing through their
veins emphasizes the enduring
impact of the abuse, while the
hope for eventual healing and the
fading of painful memories
remains a distant but well cher-
ished aspiration.

This poem finds its roots in the
author's personal connection to a
close friend who endured repeat-
ed domestic violence. Unable to
imagine the torture she once had
to face, Mahiya makes a driven
effort to capture her multifaceted
emotions through the rawness of
the dialogue. Although this friend
isnow inrecovery, Mahiya stress-

es the need to empathize with
those who have experienced such
trauma and fosters awareness
aboutthe urgentneed for support
and intervention.

Editor’s note: We congratulate
Mahiya on this remarkable achieve-
mentand eagerly await the release
of the national anthology, Quilted
by Eber and Wein Publishing, where
her poem will take its rightful place
among the best contemporary poets
in the country.

When she goes on to take part in
the finals in December, in the run-
ning for the grand prize of thou-
sands, we wish her the best of luck,
having no doubt that Mahiya will
continue to inspire and move read-
ers with her thoughtful and evoca-
tive poetry.

KinderCare

LEARNING CENTERS

Virtual Tours
Available

Evergreen KinderCare
3320 San Felipe Road
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 270-0980
www.kindercare.com

KinderCare oHers unique, expt

for infants as young as 6 weeks to sc
:Ir:i'c’;\ includes preschool and pre-kindergarten programs.

ertly designed early education programs
hool-age chidren up to age 12,

Spring
Special!

= New Wes

SERVING THE BAY AREA SINCE 1989

Drive
home the

Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Joh!
Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!
Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

savings.

e Residential & Commercial

Al Olseen e Interior & Exterior
State Farm Agent it e Drywall Repairs
3067 S White Road, Call for competitive yw P

San Jose, CA 95148 e Handyman Services

Phone:(408) 274-4900
Hours: 9 am - 6 pm

Auto Insurance rates.

We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!
30+ Years Experience

(Lunch 1-2 pm) Like a good neighbor,
State Fgarm is thgere." FROM $125 PER HOUR Ci‘\- ST.dLézC ;65(}6:6
CALL ME TODAY. $ nsure onde

Lincoln Stretch Limo - Lincoln Town:
Mercedes Grand Sedan - Mercedes
Cadillac Escalade SUV - Ford Ex

TEL: (408) 281-7500
www.faithpainting.com

oo StateFarm"

F a.l.th Q ':LT o
Painting A
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LIVE & STREAMED

Nikolay
Khozyainov

Plays Chopin, Scriabin
and more!

OCTOBER 7
7:30 p.m.

McAfee Performing Arts
and Lecture Center,
Saratoga

THE BAY AREA

steinwaysociety.com
##55°500-5635

SYMPHONY SAN JOSE

WHERE YOUR

CALIFORNIA THEATRE

For tickets Call

MolLSalaC A | SSlgQRlluBeN FEY B E G LNS

»

HTOBGRFEST!

OCTOBER 21 & 22 SYMPHONY

SAN JOSE

Or visit:
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The Gurdwara is a place which helps the community and also teaches youth the instru-
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Times Community News

s ,_‘

ments of India. A young man is playing the Nagara drum and encouraging him is
Sukhdev Bainiwal who is on the Board of Directors of the San Jose Gurdwara.

Procession

Continued from page 1

of poems, which he sang. He was the
first spiritual leader of the Sikhs and
traveled to many countries to share
knowledge. By listening to God, over
the centuries eight more sacred spir-
itual leaders created this Holy living
book of words. Then one day, it was
deemed forever completed to stand
alone as its own spiritual leader to
form the bedrock of understanding
for all Sikhs in offering guidance to all
subjects with its wise, powerful, Holy
words.

Annually, the San Jose Gurdwara
honors this scripture by bringing it
outunder the open sky from the prayer
hall. It rides on a special float that
wheels around the neighborhood to
honor and welcome its knowledge to
all who wish to partake! One of the
major tenants seen on the side of the
float is that “God is one.” Often the
road leading up Gurdwaras in cities
and towns throughout the world
bestows that name.

Sukhdev Baniniwal offers bless-
ings for everyone

Leader, Sukhdev Baniniwal states,
“Sikhs believe in the concept "Sarbat
da Bhalla" meaning "blessings for
everyone." We welcome all people of
all cultures and religions to our cele-
brations. Today we celebrate our sin-
cere beliefs which are sacred to us.
Our community helps anyone in need
with the concept of "Wand Kay Chak-
na" meaning "Share with those in
need." The purpose of this walk is to
celebrate those concepts taught by
Guru Granth Sahib Ji. Also, I wish to
thank the Evergreen community for
how gracious and giving this com-
munity is, which rhyme with our con-
cepts.”

Complimentary food served

The procession on Sunday, Sept.
24th was joyful. Before walking with
the float, the Sikhs and other mem-
bers ofthe community partookin eat-
ing delicious freshly cooked compli-
mentary vegetarian hot foods served
under outdoor canopies. The Gurd-
wara also ladles out complimentary
food in the Langar (kitchen) all day
long, 365 days of the year to which all
are welcome. This worship and com-
munity center acts as an oasis of pre-
vention of hunger for many in the Ever-
green community which eases the
minds of the needy while also sup-
porting the neighborhood and beyond
in many other pressing important

areas of need.

Poetry is sung

Allalong the way children sang spe-
cial hymns called kirtans in which the
words floated in the air. Kirtan means
“singing the praises of God.” Most are
shabads from the Guru Granth Sahib
(Holy Book). The words are set to tra-
ditional musical scales called ragas.
The Guru Granth Sahib Ji is poetry
combined with wisdom and guidance
which when recited and sung and
understood, and is said to offer great
wisdom.

Nagar Kirtan: singing divine hymns

"Nagar" means "town or neighbor-
hood," and "Kirtan" describes the
singing of Shabads (divine. hymns).
Nagar Kirtan (this walk) celebrated
by the Sikh community in Evergreen
happens annually all over the world.
The event commemorates the anniver-
sary of the installation and creation of
the spiritual book referred to as the
Guru Granth Sahib Ji.

Sikhism is rooted in oneness and
love and encourages alife of servitude
and spirituality. In Punjabi, the word
“Sikh” means “disciple”, and central
to the faith is the relationship between
the Sikh and his master, who guides
him through the teachings and writ-
ings of the 10 Gurus contained in this
Holy Book. Holy teachings in thisbook
(Garanth) offer a roadmap of how to
live a beautiful Godly life.

The Sikh religion stresses the impor-
tance of doing good over getting too
absorbed in ceremonies and rituals.
It'sabeliefthat to lead a good life, one
must work hard and live honestly,
treat everyone equally, serve others,
be generous to the less fortunate, and
keep God close in the heart and mind
at all times.

Ever so carefully the Holy Book Guru Granth
Sahib Jiis brought outside from the prayer
hall and put on the float to travel the Ever-
green neighborhood.
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Shoe Repar

Call to place your
ad today!
408-494-7000

Driving School

No Shoe is Ever Too Old!

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than

Hours:

Mon-Fri
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses.
Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete
programs for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or
just need some supplemental instruction to improve your driving
skills, we are just the school for you! We believe Advantage Driving
School offers a great combination of experienced driving instructors
and affordable prices!

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F;

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am-12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182;
Email: info@advantagedriversed.com

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
LIMOUSINE SERVICE Analyze logistics operations.
Bachelor's in International
New West Limousine Trade related. $62421/yr,
Pumyang Shipping America
SERVING THE BAY AREA SINCE 1989 Inc., 3494 Depot R,
FROM $125 PER HOUR rayward, CA 93515
Lincoln Stretch Limo
Lincoln Town Car
Mercedes Grand Sedan M & L Jewelers
Mercedes Limo Van Jewelers & Watch Repair
Cadillac Escalade SUV Ring sizing - Watch bands
Ford Expedition SUV Watch batteries - Engraving
Stone replacement & More!
Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!
(888’ 082 9.987 (408) 270-6080
reserve@newwestlimo.com 3218 5. White Rd. San Jose, CA
NewWestLimo.com Mon.-Fri, 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100+270-0850

Website: advantagedriversed.com
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LIVING HOPE

https://www.
livinghopeam.org
Village Square Branch
Library (4001 Ever-
green Village Square
San Jose, CA 95135).
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Worship Service and
Dinner” (Community
Room) 10/29/23 at
3:00pm. “Bible Study”
(Group Study Room)
every Saturday at
12:00pm

OUR MISSION: Evan-

gelizing our community

and the world with the

gospel of Jesus Christ.

: EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
ing ministers on how to :

OUR MINISTRY: Train-

use their love for God

to reach those in need
of His love.

OUR PASSION: Trans-

community with God’s
love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN

6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.

Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful

¢ followers of Jesus

¢ Christ. Through wor-

¢ ship, study, fellowship
i and outreach, we strive
¢ to nurture and grow a
APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES t trong faith community
: of believers, a family of
¢ all ages, where each

: member feels wel-

i comed, loved, valued

¢ and empowered to

¢ serve. Children are

i especially welcomed

+ and cherished as an

: important part of God's
: family.

4

SomT

Evergreen Islamic Center

CENTER (EIC)

i http://www.eicsan-

¢ jose.org

i 2486 Ruby Ave,
o L : San Jose CA 95148.
forming lives within our : (408) 239-6668
: "As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
+ the English meaning is
: "Peace be upon you".

+ Q) What is Islam, who
i are Muslims, and what
¢ is the Quran?

The Rev. Shelley Booth Q)a'ysff”l'ifﬁ fsf::;h and
: began in the 7th centu-
: ry. People who follow
i Islam are known as

¢+ Muslims. The Quran is
: the Divine book that
guides Muslims to

! practice Islam.

i "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
¢ latak™ the English

i meaning is " May Allah
¢ (swt) protect you and
3 your family".

: Please visit our website
¢ to learn more.

: HOLY SPIRIT

: CATHOLIC CHURCH

¢ Faith.Knowledge. Com-
: munity - this is our

¢ promise to our mem-
i bers. If you are looking
+ for an active Christian
¢ faith community, we

: invite you to experience :
¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com-
¢ munity. All are wel-

i come! We are located
Grace Church at 1200 Redmond
: jﬂq‘ of Evergreen :

: GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN

+ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

+ 408-274-1200

i See you on Facebook.
+ 2650 Aborn Rd at

i Kettmann, across from
: the Public Library.

¢ Serving Evergreen for
¢ over 55 years.

¢ John Goldstein Pastor.
: john@GraceChurchEv-
¢ ergreen.com. Christian
+ worship every Sunday
: at 11am. Together we
: build better lives and a
i better community.

¢ Music Institute

i (408)791 7772. After
: School Piano, Violin,

+ Other classical Instru-
i ments.

¢ PreSchool, Ages 2-6

¢ Caring for your child

+ with God’s love and

: affection.

¢ Check our website for
i current activities.

Avenue, San Jose, CA

: 95120. Mass is cele-
: brated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our

:+ weekend Mass sched-
: uleis Saturday 5 p.m.,
¢ Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
iam,11:30am.and6 :
¢ p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tion is every Saturday
¢ at4 p.m.orby

: appointment. Our

¢ Parish Office is open

i Monday - Thursday

: 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
¢ and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

i 997-5100 for recorded
¢ information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

¢ with someone in our

: parish office.

God iy One
Jefex

: Rab lk Hai

: SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

: 3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148

¢ in Punjab of old British
i India. A Guruwho'is a
¢ "teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er" completes the rela-
¢ tionship of teaching

: and learning. Sikhism

¢ is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
: all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

i God (praying), earning
+ aliving by honest

: means and sharing the
+ fruits of one's labor

¢ with others. Currently
: there are close to one

¢ largest religion in the

: all. We pray daily for

i peace and prosperity
: for everybody in the

+ world. Come to visit
: and enjoy Langer

: (food) in our kitchen

i which is open 365

: days of the year and

i serves complementary
¢ vegetarian meals. We
: also encourage you to
enter our history room

¢ The word Sikh (see-kh)
i means "disciple” or
: "student." A Sikh is a

: practitioner of the faith

founded inthe 15th &
century by Guru Nanak :

basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of

=

on site and walk the

¢ beautiful grounds.

: Learn more about us

: and community events
: we sponsor by visiting

our website;

¢ http://www. SanJose-
¢ Gurdwara.org

: ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

5111 San Felipe Rd.,
¢ San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562.

+ www.stfrancisofas-

¢ sisi.com

¢ or www.stfrancis

¢ ofassisipreschool.org
¢ We invite you to join

i our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

i green area of San

: Jose. We are an inclu-

: prayerful and joyful

: the community. We

+ offer spiritual opportu-
i nities for all ages,

: including children's

: liturgy, dynamic

+ E.C.H.O - Jr. High,

¢ IGNITE - High School
: and North Star -Young
¢ Adult Ministries, along
: with small faith com-
¢ munities and opportu-
: nities to help the poor

! and marginalized of

: San Jose. Our Pre-

+ school is the only

: Catholic Preschool

: offering quality family

: oriented service in the
: Evergreen and Silver

i Creek areas. Our

: Chapel, Gathering Hall,
: Parish Office, Mission
: Center, Parish Gift

¢ Shop, Memorial Gar-

¢ den and Preschool are
: alllocated at 5111 San :
Felipe Rd. Please come :
: join us to worshipat ¢
: one of the following

: times and locations:

i St. Francis of Assisi

¢ Chapel: Saturday

: 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
+ AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
: Vietnamese), 6:00 PM

i Mass - Second Sunday :

¢ Sunday 9:30 AM

i The Villages Gated
: Community (Cribari
¢ Auditorium) Sunday

AN

: 8:15AM

+ For more information,

: please call or visit us at
: the Parish Mission

i Center open M-F 9:00

: AM -12:00 PM:; 1:00

i PM - 4:00 PM. Come

: join us and share your
i presence with us so

i that together we may

: grow and share our

i gifts to help build God's
¢ Kingdom!

@

thepoint.church

¢ THE POINT CHURCH

: 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
¢ San Jose, CA 95148

i (408) 270-7646

¢ English Service:

i Sundays at 9:30 &

: million Sikhs living in ~: sive diverse communi- : Youth Mass i 11:00 AM

¢ the USA and Canada @ ty striving to serve as  : St. Francis of Assisi ¢ Spanish Service:

¢ and 25 million Sikhs ¢ Disciples of Jesus : Gathering Hall : 11:00 AM

: living around the world. : Christ in the footsteps  : Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun- : Cambodian Service:
i Sikhism is the 5th : of St. Francis, offering i day11:00AM, Igho : 11:00 AM

Cantonese Service:

i world. Atthe Gurd- liturgies; evangeliza-  : of the month 12:30 PM i 11:00 AM
i wara (House of God) in : tion, fellowship, and ¢ Mt. Hamilton Grange - ¢ Mandarin Service:
¢ San Jose we welcome service opportunities to : 2840 Aborn Road ¢ 11:00AM

¢ Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):

: Every Saturday at 6:30
: PM-8:30 PM

To place a worship
listing, email
times@
timesmediainc.com



SOS Auto REPAIR

Little town feel...
Big time service!

We take your car servicing seriously.
Locally Owned and Operated.

408-477-2242
3519 San Felipe Rd.
San Jose, CA 95135

www.sosautorepair.com
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