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ON ON 
SALESALE

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Open 7 Days a Week!

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!*

* on In Stock Items

 Locally 
Owned and 
Operated

intoFall Fall               SavingsSavings
60% 60% 
OFFOFF

the compare price the compare price 

Flexsteel ALL ON SALEFlexsteel ALL ON SALE

Entertainment Centers Entertainment Centers 

5-Piece 5-Piece 
Dining SetDining Set

Starting atStarting at
Rocker ReclinersRocker Recliners

$297 $297 $197$197  

$997 $997 

Reg. $398 

Reg. $1,449

ON SALEON SALE

 SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

 
See the Symptoms of Thyroid Disorders

Schedule your first appointment by November 1, 2023 and receive a 

FREE Thryoid Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

    Cold or Hot
Constipation or Diarrhea

    Muscle Weakness
    Weight Gain or Loss

    Muscle and Joint Pain
  Depression or Sadness

Anxiety or Irritability
    Extreme Tiredness
    Sleep Disturbances

 Pale and Dry skin
    Dry and Thinning Hair

Heartbeat Issues
  Sweating Issues

    Puffiness 
    Hoarse Voice
   Eye Changes 

37th Annual  37th Annual  

Friday, October 20
Arts & Crafts Fair Noon–5pm
Over 150 booths located outside & 

inside the main lodge!

Picknik Noon–6pm
Located in main parking area

BINGO at Entertainment Tent 
2-3pm & 4–5pm

German Buffet at Ruby's
 on the Lake 5–8pm 

Call 800-450-4545 for Reservations 

Also Sunday, October 22  Breakfast Buffet 7am - 10 am

Saturday, October 21
Breakfast Buffet 7am - 10 am

Reservations are not required

Picknik 8 am–5pm 
Located in main parking area

Arts & Crafts Fair 9am–5pm

Live Music & Entertainment 
10:45am–5pm

Oktoberfest Buffet at Ruby's
 on the Lake 5–8pm

Call 800-450-4545 for Reservations 

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood   ruttgers.com • 800-450-4545   ruttgers.com • 800-450-4545  

Helicopter 
Tours

 Call 
425-263-2379

 to reserve
 your time

  

SCAN ME

OktoberfestOktoberfest

Fall  Hours: 
White Oak Grill  

will  REOPENREOPEN  
November 16

Mark Your Calendar to

Enjoy TWO DAYS of Oktoberfest Festivities!
"Pick  out "Pick  out 

your  partner your  partner 

and  join  in and  join  in 
the  fun!"the  fun!"

Auntie M's &
Bear Pine Bar

will be  CLOSEDCLOSED
 for the season starting 

October 23October 23

- Retails Shops - 
CLOSED October 23 & 24CLOSED October 23 & 24

  OPEN  October 25-27  9am-5pm  OPEN  October 25-27  9am-5pm  
The Winter Retail Shops will relocate to Golf Shop/White Oak 

Grill  Nov. 2 & be open Wednesday-Sunday 9am-4pm Experience  Our New MenuNew Menu!  !  

Brainerd’s Great Pumpkin Festival saw windy but dry weather. It was moved to Memorial Park 
in Brainerd, where families enjoyed races, pumpkin activities and goodies by the Brainerd 
Women of Today and Ya Sure Kumbucha.  Above families have fun painting pumpkins at 
Brainerd’s Great Pumpkin Festival. 			   Women of Today photo

Dave Badeaux, mayor for the 
city of Brainerd, helps to set 
up the race area on Oct. 14.          
Ann Schwartz photo

Gemma, from Ascension 
Martial Arts, is all ready for 
face painting at the Great 
Pumpkin Festival in Brainerd.        	
	 Ann Schwartz photo

Brainerd’s Great Pumpkin Festival moved to Memorial Park 

nient and safe access on and 
off 371 north for our team of 
donors, customers, staff, and 
volunteers,” added Danell 
Eggert, Retail Director at 
Bridges of Hope. “This move 
represents our commitment 
to growth and service not 
only to our customers but to 
our role in helping those in 
need in our community by 

financially supporting Bridg-
es of Hope.”

“Moving the Baxter Com-
mon Goods is a testament to 
their dedication to providing 
our community with an outlet 
for recycling/re-using goods 
no longer needed and at the 
same time help others,” said 
Deb Albrecht, Common 

In a press release, Jana 
Shogren Executive Director at 
Bridges of Hope announced 
that the Common Goods 
in Baxter will be relocating 
north of their present location 
in in early 2024.

“We are excited to an-
nounce the move of our 
Baxter Common Goods just 
a mile and a half north on 

Hwy. 371,” said Shogren. 
”This move is a strategic 
decision that will allow us to 
better serve our customers 
and donors in the Brainerd 
Lakes Area which allows us to 
help our neighbors in need. 
Proceeds from our stores 
provide approximately 35% 
of Bridges of Hope’s funding.
This allows Bridges of Hope 

to be flexible and meet the 
needs of our community.”

The new store, located at 
17140 State Hwy. 371, fea-
tures increased accessibility, 
production and warehouse 
space. An increase in avail-
able parking spaces and 
visibility are some highlights.

“Our new location will 
allow us to provide conve-

Common Goods store in Baxter to relocate in early 2024

Continued on Page 2

American Steel Building

15% 15% OFFOFFHURRY!  
NOW

HOURS: Mon.- Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

  PROPANE AVAILABLE PROPANE AVAILABLE 
including for including for 
Motor HomesMotor Homes

ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

WE HAVE 

AMMO

WE HAVE WE HAVE 
LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT

UP
TO

 Hunting GearHunting GearGET YOUR HERE!

SectionalSectional
ON SALE ON SALE $$9399399898

  Loveseat

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE: LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DININGTOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE: LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

ALL SOFA SLEEPERS ON SALE!
Queen Sofa Sleeper 
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CASH 4  JUNK CARSCASH 4  JUNK CARS
AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY
Call 218-839-3371Call 218-839-3371

For Delivery or Pickup
1-888-450-3460

Washed Sand • Washed Rock
Class 5 Gravel • Fill Sand

Crushed Concrete • Granite Accepted

AGGREGATE:AGGREGATE:

CROW WING COUNTY LANDFILL
Open Mon – Sat / 8am to 5pm (April to October)

For more information,
please call 218-824-1010.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow 
Wing County for recycling and disposal needs. 

• Household Garbage
• Fiberglass boats
• Mattresses
• Furniture
• Mobile Homes
• Free recycling of lead-acid car/

marine batteries - NOT to be 
disposed of in the landfill

• Free compost of lawn and garden 
material (please separate brush 
and branches)

• Recycling of used oil filters
and anti-freeze

• Free oil recycling at the landfill and 

the County. Visit our webpage for 
 

www.crowwing.us and search “oil.”
• Demolition materials may be 

disposed in the demolition landfill 
for a fee

• Large appliances, electronics, tires 
with or without rims, and scrap 
metals can be disposed at the site 
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The Following Items are Accepted

Open Mon – Friday / 8am to 5pm  (November to March)

Appliance Service & Repair
Aitkin

218-927-2027
1-888-450-8845

For more information call

Frigidaire
White-Westinghouse

Gibson
Kelvinator

Tappan 
Electrolux

Asko

  

Maytag
KitchenAid 

Amana
Jenn-Air

Roper
Whirlpool
Crosley

Amana Commercial Products
Frigidaire Commercial Products 
Kelvinator Commercial Products
Electrolux Commercial Products

AuthorizedAuthorized
PlatinumPlatinum

Star ServiceStar Service
Serving All Makes • Over 35 Years Experience

jlblak@embarqmail.com

RILEY’S NAPA RILEY’S NAPA 
AUTO SUPPLYAUTO SUPPLY

AITKIN • 218-927-2153

 LARGEST 
SELECTION 
of hydraulic hose & fittings

up thru 2” 4 wire 

MINNESOTA’SMINNESOTA’S

rileyautosupply.com

ONE OF

Goods Volunteer. “I shop, 
donate, and volunteer my 
time at Common Goods 
because I know by doing 
so, I’m making a difference.”

Common Goods in Baxter, 

Common Goods store in Baxter to relocate | Continued from Page 1
nominated the number one 
thrift store in the Brainerd 
Lakes Area, has been in 
business for 14 years. Bridg-
es of Hope has been serving 
households in the Lakes Area 

for over 20 years. Bridges 
of Hope provides support 
to empower people, bridge 
gaps and connect individu-
als and families to resources 
and services through col-

laborative partnerships and 
coordination of resources to 
promote stronger, healthier 
families.

Bridges of Hope offices 
are located at  2011 South 
6th St., Brainerd, The Bridge 
on 7th Overnight Shelter is 
located at 1926 South 7th St., 
Brainerd; Common Goods 
stores are currently located 
at 16227 State Highway 
371, Baxter; 35562 County 
Highway 66, Crosslake; and 
27 West Main St., Crosby.

Learn more about Com-
mon Goods and Bridges of 
Hope at bridgesofhopemn.
org.

child care is to a thriving 
economy. That’s why this is 
so important to both providers 
and parents.”

Delivering quality child 
care is expensive, and provid-
ers often don’t have enough 
revenue to cover operating 
costs and offer competitive 
wages and benefits. Minne-
sota’s median wage for child 
care workers is $14 per hour, 
one of the lowest median 
wages for positions requiring 
at least a high school diploma. 
For many families, these bro-
ken economics have created 
a crisis. Roughly a quarter of 
Minnesota’s young children 
live in areas with a severe lack 
of child care.

The state is anticipating that 
better compensation will at-
tract more people to the field 
of child care, and keep them 
in those jobs, in turn making 
it easier for families to get 

child care.
The Great Start Compen-

sation Support Payment Pro-
gram builds off Minnesota’s 
Child Care Stabilization Grant 
Program, which helped sup-
port about 70% of the state’s 
child care providers during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Providers who received sta-
bilization grants were more 
likely to raise employees’ pay, 
keep staff turnover down and 
continue operating.

To provide a bridge from the 
stabilization grants to the new 
compensation grants, the state 
also offered $42.5 million in 
transition grants for child care 
providers. Transition grants 
were available beginning in 
July through this month.

The Great Start Compensa-
tion Support Payment Program 
will issue monthly payments 
to eligible child care providers 
for increases in compensation 

and benefits, moving the 
child care workforce closer 
to a livable wage. Licensed 
and certified child care cen-
ters must use the funding to 
increase compensation and 
benefits, while family child 
care providers will have more 
flexibility in how they can use 
the funds because of their 
unique business models.

To qualify for compensation 
support payments, providers 
must:

•Be licensed, certified, or 
registered

•Be in good standing with 
the Minnesota Department of 
Human Services or their Tribe

•Be open, operating and 
serving children during the 
funding period, and

•Meet additional require-
ments.

To protect program integ-
rity, recipients will also be 
subject to random audits.

Governor Tim Walz an-
nounced a new program that 
will bolster wages and bene-

fits for Minnesota child care 
providers and early educators, 
addressing a longstanding 

workforce crisis that makes it 
challenging for families to get 
child care.

As of Monday, Oct. 16, over 
8,000 child care providers 
can begin applying for Great 
Start Compensation Support 
Payments. Applications will 
close on Wednesday, Oct. 25, 
with the first payments going 
out later that week.

“Minnesota’s economy 
doesn’t work without child 
care providers. Without the 
dedicated care they pro-
vide, parents can’t work and 
children miss early learning 
opportunities critical to brain 
development,” said Gover-
nor Walz. “We are boosting 
the pay and benefits those 
providers receive to grow 
the workforce and reflect the 
critical work they do each and 
every day.”

Minnesota is one of the first 
states to provide direct fund-
ing to support the child care 
workforce. With $316 million 
over the next two years, and 
$130 million each year after 
that, the Great Start Com-
pensation Support Payment 
Program is a key piece of a 
historic $1.3 billion package 
of child care investments 
signed into law by Governor 
Walz.

“Families are already strug-
gling to afford care, and pro-
viders cannot easily raise their 
rates without losing families,” 
said Human Services Com-
missioner Jodi Harpstead. 
“We know how essential 

Minnesota one of first states to offer direct support to increase compensation

Governor Walz announces $316 million to boost pay for child care

Governor Tim Walz visited Thief River Falls to highlight in-
vestments in child care and workforce development in Great-
er Minnesota. Governor Walz first visited DigiKey (above), 
an electronics manufacturer, to tour their recent 2.2 million 
square-foot expansion that is set to create about 1,000 new 
jobs in Thief River Falls. 

Governor Walz also visited the construction site of the new $3 million cargo hangar at the 
Thief River Falls Regional Airport, a project funded through the infrastructure package signed 
into law last session.   The new building is expected to be complete in summer 2024. 
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More obituaries on Page 4

Hoppers Helper’s Service DirectoryHoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Pet Care Service

Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.  	
tfn

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w47 2020

Appliance Sales & Service
Jim Blakesley Appliance Service & Repair 
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin 
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air  
Condit ions, Sept ic Protectors, and MORE. 
Authorized Platinum Star Service. tfn

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2018w39

Insurance

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 
5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS

TYKE’S CARPET Castle
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd • 218-829-3878 

Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

  TYKE’S CARPET CASTLETYKE’S CARPET CASTLE
OVER 

165,000
 SQ. FT. 

IN STOCK!

  9999¢¢ SQ. FT.SQ. FT.

BUY IT TODAY, GET TODAY!

  REMNANTS  REMNANTS    $10.95$10.95 SQ. YD.  SQ. YD. 

OVER  OVER  400400 ROLLS ROLLS

ON IN-STOCK GOODS 

SALESALE    Going Going 
on now on now 

$$115555OROR$$13139595
SQ. YD. SQ. YD. SQ. FT. SQ. FT. 

All First Quality Merchandise!All First Quality Merchandise!

OVER OVER 
500500

  TO CHOOSE TO CHOOSE 
FROM  FROM  

LLuxuryuxury VINYL PLANKING VINYL PLANKING
 STARTING AT STARTING AT

BUY A

REMNANT FROM 

TYKE’S AND WE

 WILL BIND IT!

READER RIBBETSREADER RIBBETS

On Sunday afternoon, July 
30th, I had a serious bike ac-
cident at the new roundabout 
in front of SuperOne .  A kind 
gentleman and good Samaritan 
said: “I saw you go down, but 
I did not see you get back up.”  
He offered to call 911 while I 
was trying to call my husband 

Republican legislators re-
cently invited school staff, law 
enforcement and others to the 
Capitol for a meeting as they 
aim to fix a law that has left 
dozens of Minnesota schools 
without school resource offi-
cers. 

Rep. Ben Davis, R-Mission 
Township, said the issue centers 
on a change in state law Demo-
crats enacted last spring which 
limits how SROs are allowed to 
de-escalate aggressive or violent 
situations, taking away tools 
they can use to keep students 
and teachers safe. Concern and 
confusion ensued with the start 
of the new school year, causing 
dozens of law enforcement 
agencies to pull SROs from 
schools across Minnesota. 

The issue has been further 
muddled by public officials 
offering contradictory opinions 
of what the new law means, in-
cluding differing interpretations 
from Attorney General Keith 
Ellison and Hennepin County 
Attorney Mary Moriarty. 

Davis said this lack of clarity 
and differing interpretations 

and he waited with me until 
my husband and son arrived.  In 
the end, we did call 911 as my 
injuries were more severe than 
I initially realized (i.e., four bro-
ken bones in my left shoulder 
and two broken bones in my 
right wrist and hand).

I want to thank the good 

underscores the importance of 
a legislative fix, but Democrat 
leaders have ignored repeated 
requests from Republicans to 
conduct public hearings to seek 
solutions. 

“Reports show 90 percent of 
students agree it is a good idea 
to have an SRO or police offi-
cer at their school,” Davis said. 
“That speaks volumes regarding 
the service SROs provide and 
how much students appreciate 
them. The safety of our children 
is at stake here and we cannot 
afford for Democrats to con-
tinue burying their head in the 
sand on this issue, as if it will just 
go away on its own. In fact, this 
problem is not going to go away 
until SROs are fully restored in 
schools they’d been serving.” 

Davis attended the meeting 
and said he appreciated the 
insight testifiers provided. 

“One person we heard from 
is the president of the National 
SRO Association and an assis-
tant police chief for Golden 

Samaritan for staying with me 
until help arrived. 

I also want to thank everyone 
at Cuyuna Regional Medical 
Center (CRMC), they are awe-
some and so helpful.  I feel very 
grateful to have so many caring 
people in my life.  Many thanks!

	 Maureen, Deerwood

Valley,” Davis said. “For some-
one with those credentials to 
emphasize how this new law 
not only puts children, teachers 
and staff at risk, but also puts 
officers at risk, really hit home.” 

Other testimony presented 
during the committee painted 
a picture of how the new law is 
compromising safety in schools. 
An official from the Riverbend 
Education District in South 
Central Minnesota said, “My 
staff is on a daily basis, having 
their classrooms completely 
destroyed by students. We have 
police officers in town going, 
‘Not our area, we don’t get 
involved.’” A retired teacher in-
dicated, “I can’t imagine being a 
teacher when things get a little 
riled up. And there’s not an SRO 
to calm that situation down.” 

“We need to fix this problem 
in a special session,” Davis said. 
“We can’t have Democrats drag 
this out any longer and continue 
causing our children’s safety to 
be compromised.” . 

Thanks to the good “Samaritan” 

School safety fix still needed

Tell ‘em you saw it in the NewsHopper
Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

Send your photos, stories and community events to
 hopper@crosbyironton.net

October
20th-21st - Oktoberfest at Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort ruttgers.com  On Friday, Oct. 20, Arts and Crafts Fair  

noon-5 pm, picknik  noon-6 pm and the German Buffet 5-8 pm at Ruby’s on the Lake. On Saturday, Oct. 
21, Breakfast Buffet 7-10am, Arts and Crafts Fair 9am-5pm, picknik 8am-5pm, live music and entertain-
ment 10:45 am-6pm and the Oktoberfest Buffet 5-8pm at Ruby’s on the Lake. Call 218-450-4545 for more 
information

21st - All are welcome to the Fall Bazaar and Lefse-Bake Sale / Lunch, 9am -2pm at Shepherd of the Lake 
Lutheran Church, 1 mile north of Garrison on Highway 169.

21st - Lakes Area Writer Alliance (LAWA) Conference at the Arrowwood Lodge in Baxter 9am-4pm.  
21st - Outing Area Chamber’s Biggest Meat Raffle in the World held at the Log Cabin in Emily.
23rd -  The Log Church in Crosslake Celebration of All First Responders in the Crosslake Community, at 6:30 

p.m.  Each first responder will be presented with a Certificate of Appreciation, a gift basket and with their 
guest enjoy a dessert reception following the ceremony.

23rd - Grief Support Group, 5 p.m. at Heartwood Senior Living in Crosby
24th - IOU Mental Health Support Group, 2-3:30 p.m., 6:30-8 p.m. at Heartwood Senior Living in Crosby – 

Free
24th- Dementia Caregiver Support, 1 p.m. Cuyuna Regional Medical Center Super One Conference Room
24th - Liz Collin, Emmy winning reporter and best selling author, will be at the 40 Club Convention Center in 

Aitkin, 5:30 - 7:30 pm. Books will be availble for purchase and signing. Bring your questins and be ready 
for a truth filled evening. Hosted by Diane Webb-killings, Aitkin Co. Sheriff Guida and Senator Wesenberg.

25th - Cuyuna Regional Medical Center Walk with a Doc, 4:30 p.m. free at Hallett Community Center 
27th & 28th - Friends of the Aitkin Public Library Fall Book Sale 9am-3pm.  Books, DVDs, and CDs are avail-

able for $.50-$1.00.  There is a bag sale all day Sat - fill a bag for $3.00.  Location is the community room 
attached to the library at 110 1st Ave NE in Aitkin. 

Full Service Lawn Care 
Lawn Mowing • Debris Removal • Snow Removal: 
Plowing and Blowing Sidewalks and Driveways 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for a

FREE
Quote

Fall Cleanup and Vacuum Leaf  Removal

 Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796

Jeff Wiberg HarDwood Floors
Installing | Sanding | Refinishing

OVER 20 Years Experience

Jeff Wiberg, Owner

218-330-2576

Check me out on facebook

Kruger Auto Repair Kruger Auto Repair 
4 - 1st Street SE

Crosby, MN 56441
(218) 545-0122

krugerautorepair@yahoo.com 

Don’t Wait! Call to Schedule Your
 Vehicle for Winterization Today! 

Fast   Fast   
ServiceService

WE’VE MOVED 
(1 building east

of former location)

PATRICIA KETCHMARK
Patricia Ann Ketchmark, 81, 

of Garrison, died at home sur-
rounded by her loving family on 
Saturday, October 7, 2023.

Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held on Saturday, October 21, 
2023, at 11a.m. at Our Lady of 
Fatima Catholic Church 27332 
Central St., Garrison. Visitation 

will be one hour prior. Interment will be held at a later 
date at Fort Snelling Cemetery in St. Paul. 

Pat and her twin sister were the youngest of eight 
children born on the family farm in Moose Lake on 
October 11, 1941, to Felix and Helen (Kowalczyk) 
Shusta. She married Eugene “Butch” Ketchmark on 
July 14, 1962 in Split Rock Township, MN then later 
moved to Minneapolis to raise their three children. 
Family and friends meant the word to Pat, she loved 

entertaining and visiting with people. Pat enjoyed 
golfing, boating, fishing with a cocktail in hand and 
polkas playing in the background. She also enjoyed 
taking those yearly bus trips to the casino with her 
husband and friends. Pat adored her cat, Leo and 
was best known for her amazing cooking and being 
a diehard Vikings fan. Pat was a long-time member 
of Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church in Garrison.

Left to cherish her memory are her beloved hus-
band of 61 years, Butch; son, Jay Ketchmark; daugh-
ter, Jackie Binkiewicz; granddaughters, Brooke and 
Haylee Binkiewicz; brother, Theodore (Diane) Shusta; 
sister, Florence Sipsas; sister-in-law, Shirley Shusta; 
and many nieces and nephews.

Pat is preceded in death by her parents; son, Jo-
esph Eugene Ketchmark; siblings: Frank, Anthony, 
Joe, Mary and twin sister, Carol.

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/15/2023 North

THE MINNESOTA DISPLAY 
AD NETWORK

Your newspaper representative 
can provide

complete details. 

Need to get their attention?

24x
Hit over 2.4 million readers 
with an ad this size across 

the entire state.

The 2x4 Network is a program of the MNA, phone 800-279-2979

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT
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To become a sponsor of the church 
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CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & Tyrel LaValle, pastors; 

Worship 10:15 am & 6pm; youth group Wed. 6pm;  11-1st 
Street SW;  newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 9 & 10:45 

Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - The Journey North, Pastor Tom Hoffman, 218-996-

6369, Worship 10:30, thejourneynorth.com
Baxter - The Journey North, Pastor Jeremiah Rice, 218-

824-5617, Worship Saturday 5, Sunday 9 & 10:30, the-
journeynorth.com 

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 pm; Wed. 
Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  Pastor Chris Meirose; 927-3678; SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory Family night, KidMin grades 
kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 

Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 
Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, Rabi Frank Dell, 

for information 320-684-2804 

LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 

School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Cedarbrook — St. John’s (ELCA); Worship 8:30;  Holy 

Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 8:30; 

SS 10; Bible Study Wed. 7 pm; handicap accessible. 
218-546-6910

Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.
com • 218-692-3682 Kristin Oltmann, Senior Pastor; Becky 
Swanson, Associate Pastor Labor Day-Mem. Day: Sun. 
9:30am, Wed. 6:15pm; Mem. Day-Labor Day: Sun. Indoor 
8:30am, Outdoor 10am

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9:30, SS 10. 
Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. (Hand-
icap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS), Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 
10:30,  (alternates with Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 
Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(ELCA), Pastor Ericka Foss; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda (ELCA);  Comm. 1st & 3rd Sunday 

each month.
Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 

4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, 

MN 56425 
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30, Bible Study 

10:30; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.aitkinadventist.
org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler — Pine Lake Chapel, Worship 9, fellowship follows. 
Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services 

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Celebration of Life • Pre-Planning Services  

Jason Brezinsky 

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

Directors: www.srtfuneral.comJerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

Local Community Events, Births, Open Houses, 
Engagements, Weddings & are published FREE! 
Send your e-mail to hopper@crosbyironton.net

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

DANIEL ECKMAN
Daniel Alan Eckman, 71, of Crosby, formerly of 

Columbia Heights died on Saturday, October 14, 
2023 at the Cuyuna Regional Medical Center.  

No Services are being held.  If desired memorials 
can be sent to Janice at 300 3rd Ave. N.E. Apt. 213, 
Crosby, MN 56441. 

He was born on July 1, 1952 in Minneapolis to 
Dale and Mona (Ries) Eckman.  

Daniel is survived by his wife, Janice Eckman; 
mother, Mona Eckman; two brothers: Marvin (Sha-

ron) Eckman and Ronald Eckman; step-daughter, 
Dena (Harry) Ruikka Jr.; four step-grandchildren: 
Alexander (Page) Ruikka, Kaleb Ruikka (Breanna 
Fields), Jaylynn Ruikka, Bayden Ruikka and two 
step-great-grandchildren, Kora and Leon Ruikka.

Preceding Daniel in death are his father, Dale 
Eckman and sister, Jean Eckman.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

JAMES BAXLEY
James Henry Baxley, 54, of 

McGregor died Friday, October 
6, 2023 at  Riverwood Health 
Care Center in Aitkin.

No public services will be 
held at this time.

He was born November 18, 
1968 in Athens, Tennessee to 
Jimmy Ray and Barbara Ellen 

(Lethco) Baxley. After graduating high school he 
earned a B.S. Degree in Web Securities and Web 
Page Development and a Masters Degree in Fi-
nance with a Minor in Marketing.  He worked as a 
machine operator and in construction. James was 
united in marriage to April Marie Kerr on January 
3, 2014 in Hendersonville, NC.  

James is survived by his wife, April Marie Baxley;  
former wife, Scarlett Baxley; son and daughter-in-
law, Matthew R. and Sandra L. Harris; daughter and 
son-in-law, Amanda and Gonzalo Puente; stepsons: 
Matthew Ker and William Kerr; stepdaughters: 
Jaden Asselta and Grace Kerr; six grandchildren:  
Jason Ashburn, Barbara Harris, Jennifer Baxle,y 
Emilio Puente, Marisol Puente and Fidel Puente; 
siblings: Grady Wilson and Jeff Baxley; sisters-in-
Law Lisa Baxley, Pam Clawson and Sarah Ellis.

He was preceded in death by his father, Jimmy 
Ray Baxley; mother, Barbara Ellen (Lethco) Baxley; 
and sister, Tammy Hall.

  Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral 
Home and Cremation Service in McGregor. Leave  
online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.DUANE JENSEN, SR.

Duane L. Jensen, Sr., 80 of Crosby died at his 
home on Tuesday, October 10, 2023.  

Private services were held.  
Duane was born on June 1, 1943, on a farm 

south of Ogilvie in Kandiyohi County, Minnesota, 
to Hans Arnold Jensen and Eleanor Peterson 
Jensen, the fourth of eight children. He was a 
kind and gentle man, always willing to give of 
himself and offer a hand. He was employed as 
a mason at the Brainerd State Hospital for over 
30 years. Previously he worked at Potlatch Cor-
poration and earlier with the Crow Wing County 
Surveyor, as well as always working side jobs. 
Hunting, fishing and the outdoors were his favor-
ite hobbies, along with spending time with family. 

He is survived by his wife, Marjorie; children 
and spouses: Duane Jensen, Jr. and his wife 
Teresa of Charles Town, West Virginia; Paula 

and her husband David Rardin of Brainerd and 
David Jensen of Brainerd; one grandson; sev-
en granddaughters, five great-grandsons and 
seven great-granddaughters; step-daughter, 
Lisa Hughes and her husband Randy Knopik 
of Crosby and their children and grandchildren; 
brothers and sisters: Marion Carter, Ronald 
and Marlis Jensen, Dale and Peggy Jensen and 
Sharon Jensen of Brainerd, Howard and Joyce 
Jensen of Bemidji and Judy and Keith Igo of 
Ashland, Wisconsin; numerous nieces and neph-
ews and cousins.

Duane is preceded in death by his parents; 
brother, Richard; step-son, Jimmy Hughes and 
grandson, Aiden Jensen.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral 
Home of Crosby.  To leave a message of condo-
lence go to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

DAVID SMITH
David Christopher Smith, 58, 

of Bird Island died on May 16, 
2023 at his home.

A Memorial Gathering will 
be held on Sunday, October 
22, 2023 at the Koop Funeral 
Home in Crosby from 1:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Burial will be 
at the Woodland Cemetery in 

Irondale Township. 
He was born in Minneapolis on January 8, 1965 to 

Everett and Jeanne (Scavo) Smith.  David graduated 
from the Crosby-Ironton High School class of 1983.  

He was a long-time truck driver for Transystems 
Sugar Beet Transportation in Renville.

David is survived by four brothers: Leslie (Julie) 
Smith of Duluth, Alan Smith of Cuyuna, Daniel Smith 
of Brainerd and Patrick Smith of Roseau; and sister, 
Lynn (Mark) Nilson of Ogilvie.

Preceding David in death are his parents; two 
brothers: Tim and Gary Smith; and two sisters: 
Marianne and Nancy Smith.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

DOROTHY GLIDDEN
Dorothy Jean Glidden, 86, 

of Aitkin, died Wednesday, 
October 11, 2023 in Riverwood 
Healthcare Center, Aitkin.

Private family services will 
be held.

She was born September 23, 
1937 in Aitkin to Donald and 
Myrtle (Olson) Hurd. Dorothy 

was united in marriage to Roger Glidden on June 13, 
1959 in Aitkin. Dorothy loved the outdoors, cooking 
and especially spending time with her family.

Dorothy is survived by her loving husband, Rog-

er; children, Robert (Paula) Glidden and Pamela 
(Stan) O’Connor; grandchildren, Richard Glidden, 
Charlotte (Tom) Carlson, Melissa (Ethan) Skog, Jeff 
(Amanda) O’Connor, Matt (Celeste) O’Connor; great 
grandchildren, Taralynn, Ambree, Ellieann, Baylor, 
Tristan, Austin, Easton, Raegan, Mallory, Savanna 
and Blake; other relatives and friends.

Dorothy is preceded in death by her parents and  
sister, Helen Pommier.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.
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AutomobilesAutomobiles

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled 
– it doesn’t matter! Get free 
towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-877-978-2510. (mcn)
Donating your vehicle? Get 
more! Free Towing. Tax 
Deductible. Plus a $200 
restaurant voucher and a 
2-night/3-day hotel stay at 
one of 50 locations. Call Her-
itage for the Blind to donate 
your vehicle today - 1-855-
977-7030. (mcn)

Automobiles Cont.Automobiles Cont.

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 844-913-2887. 

FinancialFinancial

The COVID crisis has cost 
us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and financial secu-
rity. Have $10K In Debt? 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! We can help! 
Get a FREE debt relief quote: 
Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

GolfGolf

Golf Cart Batteries $159.99 
w/exchange. Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 927-2153  tfn

Health/MedicalHealth/Medical

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER and 65+? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash 
award. NO obligation! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us 
help!! Call 24/7, 1-866-533-
1701. (mcn)
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)
AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 
855-846-4036. (mcn) 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance- NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/
https://www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Health/MedicalHealth/Medical

Cont.Cont.
Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today! 1-877-916-
2093. (mcn)

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Truck driver with CDL, must 
have 3-5 years’ experience 
required, Diesel mechanic 
certified with 3-5 years’ 
experience, Office manager 
with QuickBooks, payroll, 
and transportation industry 
experience. contact 218-927-
3320 for further information.

MiscellaneousMiscellaneous

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! 
Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. Call 
1-866-585-7073. (mcn)

MiscellaneousMiscellaneous

Cont.Cont.
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Cal l  today for  a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most 
Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out of 
moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 877-327-
0795. (mcn)
NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 844-785-0305 (mcn)

SafesSafes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair and 
locked safes opened  • Heavy 
and light duty gun safes and 
vault doors on hand • High 
security safes for gold and 
silver • 320-360-5431 w53

 
TrailersTrailers

Utility Trailer brake & suspen-
sion parts Riley’s NAPA Aitkin 
218-927-2153

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the NewsHopper

NewsHopper Classified Order Form

Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per week for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per week for three to twelve issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per week for thirteen or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.

NewsHopper TM

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue
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these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 10/15/2023 North

THE MINNESOTA DISPLAY 
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can provide
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Need to get their attention?

24x
Hit over 2.4 million readers 
with an ad this size across 

the entire state.

The 2x4 Network is a program of the MNA, phone 800-279-2979

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT
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MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

REAL ESTATE

EMPLOYMENT

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience of 1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

BEMIDJI AREA HOME/
HUNTING CABIN AUCTION 

24 Wooded Acres. 3 Levels, Fire-
place, Garage. Finish to your lik-
ing! Lots of Potential! Bidding Opens 
October 18th www.JokelaAuction.com

HIGH SCHOOL 
DEAN OF STUDENTS

New London-Spicer Schools. Min-
nesota Teaching licensure and 5 
years of classroom experience re-
quired. For more information, see: 
w w w. n l s . k 1 2 . m n . u s / e m p l o y m e n t

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 
for those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select pro-
grams include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Bene ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus off er: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time $20 
copay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DONATING YOUR VEHICLE? 
Get more! Free towing. Tax deduct-
ible. Plus, a $200 restaurant voucher and 
a 2-night/3-day hotel stay at one of 50 
locations. Call Heritage for the Blind to 
donate your vehicle today 844/220-9501

INFLATION IS AT 40 YEAR HIGHS
Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call National 
Debt Relief &  nd out how to pay off  
your debt for signi cantly less than what 
you owe! Free quote: Call 844/205-5439 

SWITCH TO DISH 
and get up to a $300 gift card! Plus get 
the Multisport pack included for a limited 
time! Hurry, call for details: 855/562-4309

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
1-855-577-1268

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying 
purchases of $1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of promotional period. APR 
for new purchases is 28.99%. Effective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter 
guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Offer valid at time of 
estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. 
AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, 
MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM 
#408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA 
#LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR  
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.
�������������������������������������
��������
�	��������
��������
�������������������������������
��������������������

CALL TODAY (866) 443-3789

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance

��������������������
���������������
�����


New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc 
(“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number 
provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or 
its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list 
or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 
License numbers available at eriemetalroofs.com/erie-licenses/. WI License Number: DC-099500162.

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 

1.844.907.2386
FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE

Expires 12/31/2023

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE  
when tackling your roof!

Before After

TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

Additional savings for military, health 
workers and fi rst responders

10%  OFF
ON YOUR INSTALLATIONON YOUR INSTALLATION
50%  OFF

LimitedLimited TimeTime Offer! Offer! 
SAVE!SAVE!

Up to

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-829-3371 Call 218-829-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices! Now DoingNow Doing

Spray FoamSpray Foam
 Insulation Insulation

We Do We Do 
Ice DamIce Dam
RepairRepair

on Roofs!on Roofs!

in both Nisswa and Baxter 
on Wednesday, Oct. 25 
to provide feedback and 
learn more about an ongo-
ing Highway 371 study of 

the area.
There are two sessions 

being held. The first session 
will be hosted at Baxter City 
Hall, 13190 Memorywood 
Dr, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The second will be hosted at 
Nisswa City Hall, 5442 City 
Hall St, from 5-7 p.m.

There will be no formal 
presentation. Attendees are 
encouraged to come and go 
at their leisure, and the same 

information and materials 
will be available at both 
events.

Highway 371 between 
Nisswa and Baxter is a crit-
ical roadway for both the 
local community and the 
greater Brainerd Lakes re-
gion. The purpose of the 
study is to gain an under-
standing of transportation 
needs, identify potential 
future improvements, and 

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation in-
vites the traveling public, 
area residents and busi-
nesses to public meetings 

Highway 371 open houses for Nisswa and Baxter communities Oct. 25

Mississippi River.” The site is 
surrounded by 400 acres of 
development.

Osburn explained that 
ponds let the debris and silt 
settle and then the wetlands, 
planted with native plants, 
will filter out the phosphorus 
and other nutrients which will 
fertilize the plants and stay out 
of rivers and lakes.

Osborn was confident 
that the majority of the work 
would be finished this fall, 
with planting of grasses and 
shrubs in the spring of 2024. 

By Ann Schwartz
Bridget Osborn of HR 

Green, St. Paul is the project 
manager of a $1 million dollar 
wastewater project in Baxter.

Readers may have passed 
by the major excavation proj-
ect on Golf Course Drive, 
behind Mills Fleet Farm to 
the east.

“The city of Baxter bought 
a 13-acre parcel to install a 
stormwater wetland,” Osborn 
explained in an interview. “Its 
purpose is to treat stormwater 
runoff before it reaches the 

One million dollar project to protect Mississippi

This 13-acre site off of Golf Course Drive in Baxter will filter 
runoff before it reaches the Mississippi River. Ann Schwartz photo

determine how and when 
these improvements should 
be implemented. The study 
will include an analysis of 
traffic, safety, land use and 
demographics.

To learn more about the 
project and sign up for email 
updates, visit the Let’s Talk 
Transportation Highway 
371—Nisswa to Baxter web 
page at https://talk.dot.state.
mn.us/hwy-371-nisswa-bax-

ter-study.
MnDOT invites and en-

courages participation by 
all. If you need an ASL, for-
eign language interpreter, or 
other reasonable accommo-
dation, or need documents 
in an alternative format 
(such as braille or large 
print), please email your 
request to Janet Miller at 
ADArequest@state.mn.us or 
call 651-366-4720.

secured funding to make 
permanent 4,000 pre-kin-
dergarten seats across the 
state that were set to expire 
in 2024. An additional 5,200 
seats will be added in the 
next two years, resulting 

in over 9,000 permanent 
pre-k seats funded in total. 
This investment ensures 
thousands of young students 
have access to high-quality 
early childhood education 
and saves families thousands 

of dollars on child care.
This was the Governor’s 

second stop on a statewide 
tour to highlight these in-
vestments. Governor Walz 
visited Eisenhower Elemen-
tary in Hopkins last week.

Governor Tim Walz  visit-
ed Warrior Early Learning in 
Baxter on Tuesday, Oct. 17, 
as part of his statewide tour 

highlighting investments 
made in pre-K this year. 
Because of this legislation, 
9,000 children across the 

state will attend pre-K that 
wouldn’t have otherwise, 
saving families money and 
expanding access to early 
childhood education. With-
out this funding, Warrior 
Early Learning would have 
lost 100 percent of their 
pre-k seats this year. Pho-
tos from today’s event are 
attached.

“Across the state, we are 
opening classroom doors 
for 9,000 pre-k students,” 
said Governor Walz. “This 
investment gives our kids 
a leg up early in life while 
saving middle class families 
thousands of dollars a year 
on child care. It’s an invest-
ment that will pay off in the 
here and now and for years 
down the line.”

 This year, Governor Walz 

Governor Walz highlights investments in pre-K on statewide tour 
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