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A Winning Attitude
Autumn Oaks
Brothers Implement
C.A.R.S. (Custom Auto 
     & Rod Shop)

Clower Automotive
Coffee County Farmers Co-op
Comfort Inn & Suites
Dotson’s Country Market
First Bank Manchester
Holiday Inn Express - Manchester
Interstate Liquors
Los 3 Amigos - Relco Dr, Manchester

Merle Norman Cosmetics 
     - Manchester
Peoples Bank - Manchester
Ravago Manufacturing Americas
Shelton Lane Antiques
Sleep Inn & Suites
Spring Street Market
The Mercantile On The Square

The Piggy Back Financial Group, LLC
Watson Metals, LLC
Watson’s Equipment Rental
Wisteria Hill Boutique Decor

OVEROVER

Timeless RecipesTimeless Recipes
You'll Want to You'll Want to 

ShareShare

420420
Holiday 
Cookbooks
are here!
Quantities are limited.
Grab your copy at one 
of these businesses!

NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

StanMcNabbChevy.com and StanMcNabbCDJ.com!

IF ANYONE CAN, STAN CAN!

200+ USED AUTOS

Chevrolet Buick GMC 
Sales: (931) 455-3451
Service: (877) 427-5222

Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Sales: (931) 408-9662 
Service: (931) 408-9671

All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee. 
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*Upon availability. Prices subject to change.

210 Woodbury Hwy., Manchester, TN • 931.954.5387 • www.commonjohnbc.com

The STarTerS
Kettle Chips: $3.99
     Ranch • Jalapenos (+50¢)
     Beer Cheese, CJ Sauce (+$1.00)
     Pimento Cheese (Reg. or Jalapeno) (+$1.00), 

Bavarian Soft Pretzel: $5.99
     Beer Cheese (+$1.00) • Dijon Mustard (+50¢)

Cheesy Bread: $7.99
     Includes Marinara Sauce

The Pizza
Specialty: $10.99
     Cheeseburger • Buffalo Chicken • Chicken Bacon Ranch 
     The Hippie • BBQ Chicken • Nashville Hot Chicken

Build Your Own: $8.99
The Meats (+$1.00 ea.)
     Pepperoni • Sausage • Bacon • Ham • Beef 
     Grilled Chicken

The Veggies (+50¢ ea.)
     Mushrooms • Black Olives • Jalapenos 
     Peppers (Bell, Banana) • Onions

The Others (+50¢ ea.)
     Pineapple • Hot Honey • CJ Drizzle

NoT The Pizza
Reuben Sandwich $8.99
     Includes Kettle Chips & Pickle

Black Angus Hot Dog $6.99
     Includes Kettle Chips
     Beer Cheese (+$1.00)
     Sauerkraut, Onion or Jalapenos (+50¢)

Pimento Cheese Sandwich $5.99
     Reg. or Jalapeno Pimento Cheese. 
     Includes Kettle Chips & Pickle

Oven Baked Wings - 6 Ct. Bone-In $10.99
     Ranch or Blue Cheese (+50¢)
     Sauces: Buffalo, Nash Hot, Garlic Parmesan, Jala-Mango, 
     Bourbon BBQ, Caribean Jerk (dry rub), CJ Sauce (+50¢)

We offer over 70 different craft beers, 
ciders, seltzers & kombuchas**

The SweeTS
Cinnamon Roll: $4.99
Cinnamon Sugar Soft Pretzel: $6.49
     Caramel (+50¢) • Icing (+50¢) 

The LiquidS
Craft Root Beer: $2.00
Bottled Coke (20 oz.) • Juices (12 oz.): $2.50
Monster: $3.00
Sweet & Unsweet Tea: $1.50
Lemonade: $1.50
Bottled Water: $1.00

Hungry? What sounds good?What sounds good?

Powers 
Storage

• All sizes • Climate Control Units 
• U-Lock U-Keep • Well Lighted 
• Fenced • Office On-Site

NEEDNEED
SOMESOME
ROOM?ROOM?

607 Woodbury Hwy., Manchester | 931-728-7181

A Collection 
of Stories 
From My 
Time Working 
Alongside 
Women in 
Recovery

Available at bluemonarch.org 
or in multiple formats on Amazon

From My Front Row Seat is 
a collection of popular blog 

posts, where Susan weaves 
an intricate tapestry of 
candid Blue Monarch life, 
as seen through her eyes, 

combined with her own 
colorful lifetime experiences. 
Her voice is raw and authentic 
with a thread of humor just 
around the corner.
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goodnewsmags.com/subscribe

Share
something
good

We want to build stronger communities 
through positive, local stories. We can’t 
do that without your subscriptions. 
Sign up your friends and family 
online for free.
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Cafe located at: 210 N. Irwin St., Manchester, TN • (931) 723-2491
Our Coffee/Ice Cream Shop is located at: 109 W High St., Manchester, TN (Right around the corner from the Cafe)

Menu is subject to change. 

You’ll Love Warming You’ll Love Warming 
Up With Our New Up With Our New 
Hot Beverages!Hot Beverages!

Wed. & Thurs.: 11:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Fri.: 11:00 AM - 8:30 PM
Sat.: 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Lunch 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Dinner 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Blue Bunny Hand 
Dipped Ice Cream
8 Flavors changing weekly.

SPECIALTY ITEMS
Ice Cream Float
Banana Split
Hot Fudge Cake
Sorbet

POPCORN
Bag
Box

TOPPINGS
NOVELTIES
Big Bopper
Ice Cream Sandwich
Big Alaska
Bomb Pop
Chocolate/Vanilla  
     Twist Cone
Fudge Brownie Bar
Nerd Bomb Pops

NOVELTY & 
NOSTALGIC 
CANDIES

BAKERY
Oatmeal Cream Pie
Macarons
No Bake Cookies
Jumbo Peanut Butter Cups
Brownies
Chess Squares
Mudslides
More

SPECIALTY DRINKS
• Pumpkin Spice Latte
• Toasted Marshmallow Mocha
• Cinnamon Churro
• Espresso
• Cappuccino
• Latte
• Hot chocolate
• Hot tea

Serving Light Breakfast Items
BREAKFAST

Coffee Shop & Ice Cream Shop Open @ 7:00 am

Merry Mimosas & MuffinsMerry Mimosas & Muffins
Saturday, December 2Saturday, December 2ndnd, 2023 from 9 , 2023 from 9 a.m.a.m. - 1  - 1 p.m.p.m.

• Refreshments • Refreshments 
• Hourly Specials• Hourly Specials
• Seasonal Collections  • Seasonal Collections  
• Gift Baskets And Certificates• Gift Baskets And Certificates
• Drawings Every 15 Mins With Free Giveaways• Drawings Every 15 Mins With Free Giveaways
• Free Cookbook With Purchase • Free Cookbook With Purchase 
  *While Supplies Last  *While Supplies Last
• Rare & Allocated Whiskeys  • Rare & Allocated Whiskeys  

FREE TASTINGS FREE TASTINGS 
Chattanooga WhiskeyChattanooga Whiskey
Sugarlands MoonshineSugarlands Moonshine
Longevity WinesLongevity Wines
Pickers VodkaPickers Vodka
Heaven’s Door BourbonHeaven’s Door Bourbon

931.728.7366 | interstateliquors.com | 20 Expressway Dr., Manchester, TN931.728.7366 | interstateliquors.com | 20 Expressway Dr., Manchester, TN

*Please Drink Responsibly*Please Drink Responsibly

931-433-6634
Ask about automatic payment

r i c h a r d s o n w a s t e @ g m a i l . c o m

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!

www.holstongases.com
(931) 616-0316

1186 Murfreesboro Hwy.
Manchester, TN 37355

Got Propane?Propane?
• Locally owned and operated • 24-hour service 
• 55 years of experience 
• Residential • Commercial • Agricultural
How may we help you?

mailto:richardsonwaste@gmail.com
http://www.holstongases.com
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From our 
publishing 

partner

“I am so excited to 
be the Publishing 
Partner for Good 
News Manchester 
and having the 
amazing privilege 
of working with 
some phenomenal 
companies! If you 
are interested 
in becoming an 
advertiser for Good 
News Manchester, 
please contact me 
today with any 
questions on where 
to start.”

Amanda Cox
Publishing Partner
(931) 408-0714
amanda@goodnewsmags.com

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? Let us 
know what you think! Follow us 
and leave a review on Facebook. 
Search Good News Manchester 
or send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com

L IKE THE cozy warmth of a heated 
blanket, Good News and the holidays are 

in the air once again. The season of festive lights, 
crackling fireplaces, and familiar carols is upon 
us, inviting a sense of togetherness that warms 
the soul. As the vintage Christmas record 
spins on the player and marshmallows swirl in 
steaming hot chocolate, it’s a time when family 
and friends gather to create lasting memories.

Home for the holidays is a special feeling. 
It’s the time when loved ones from far and 
wide journey back home, coming together to 
share in the glow of holiday decorations. Vol-
unteers wrap gifts for those in need, schools 
close their doors, and students anticipate a 
well-deserved break. Whether or not the 
snow graces our Christmas Day, the spirit of 
peace and love is ever-present.

In this holiday season, we want to cele-
brate those who elevate the holiday experi-
ence for everyone. Our community is filled 
with stories of love, generosity, and second 
chances, and Good News is here to share 
them. As you navigate your own traditions 
this season, we encourage you to share the 
love, positivity, and good news with our 
community. It’s the best gift we can give one 
another. Grab the blanket, start the fire, and 
pour the hot coffee. It’s time to go home for 
the holidays.

From all of us at Good News Magazine 
and Exchange Media Group, we extend our 
warmest wishes for a Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holidays. May your year conclude 
with joy, and together, let’s spread happiness 
and goodwill throughout the world. GN

 
Wesley Bryant,
MANAGING EDITOR

Heartwarming 
stories at home
Experience the good this
holiday season

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
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Give
something
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We want to build stronger communities 
through positive, local stories. We can’t 
do that without your subscriptions.  
Sign up your friends and family online 
for free.

http://www.GoodNewsMags.com
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From fear to forecast

Celebrating
unity and
community spirit

Restoration, hope, 
and celebrating new 
beginnings

Reinventing
the magic of
sweet & savory

 16 

 20 

 26 

 31 

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Grayson Payne, Savannah Cayton, 
Melina Payne, and Jenson Payne

➤
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This section of the magazine 
covers local positive stories
you may have missed.

Submit a positive story
on our website: 

 

goodnewsmags.com
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& & CateringCatering
BBaarr-B-Qu-B-Quee

Enjoy BBQ & Live Music Enjoy BBQ & Live Music 
indoors every weekend!indoors every weekend!
Concerts will be held outdoorsConcerts will be held outdoors

9576 Manchester Hwy.
Morrison, TN 37357

931-635-2259931-635-2259
Hours: 10:30 a.m. -8:30 p.m.

620 Woodbury Hwy.
Manchester, TN 37355

931-954-5377931-954-5377
Hours: 11:00 a.m. -9:00 p.m.

Live music on weekends

AppetizersAppetizers
Fried Pickle Chips
( Battered and fried in house until golden brown)

BBQ Nachos
(Deep fried tortilla chips, topped with
Smoked pulled pork, ranch beans,
Nacho cheese, and jalapenos)

Potato Skins Loaded with Pork
(6 skins fried golden brown topped with bacon,
Pork, and shredded cheese)

ChickenChicken
3 Piece Chicken Tender Plate
(3 jumbo chicken tenders breaded and fried
To perfection. And your choice of 2 classic sides)

Loaded Chicken Breast Plate
( 2 grilled chicken breast topped with bbq
Sauce, cheese, and diced tomatoes, and 2 classic sides)

Baby Back RibsBaby Back Ribs
Full Rack Rib Plate
(1 whole slab of smoked in house
Ribs with our homemade bbq sauce
Glazed on the with 2 classic sides)

Smoked Pulled PorkSmoked Pulled Pork
Loose BBQ plate
(Smoked in house & seasoned with our
Secret rub, our plate comes with 2 classic
Sides and pickles)

Smoked BrisketSmoked Brisket
Brisket Sandwich Plate
(Our brisket is smoked in house seasoned
With our secret rub, on top of a brioche bun)

BINGO 
Every Monday 
& Wednesday 

$100 payout

TRIVIA 
Thursday Night 

$100 payout

Good Music, Good FoodGood Music, Good Food

BRYAN MYERS, M.D.

Winchester:
161 Shirley Dr.

(931) 962-0450

Manchester:
1034 McArthur St.

(931) 954-5111 

Tullahoma:
100 Hunters Ln., Suite 100B

(931) 393-4700

Making A Difference 
In Women’s Lives

MELODY HARRISON, NP-C MARY BETH McCLAIN, NP-C SAHARRA JEWELL, APN

• Natural & Processed 
   Cheese 
• Shredded Cheese 
• Italian & 
   Mediterranean  
   Style Cheese 
• Sliced Cheese 
• Cubed Cheese 
• Components &  
   Kit Cheese

Celebrating 20 years of manufacturing cheese products in the Coffee County area.
We do not sell to the public. We are a processing facility

We Are 
Expanding!

AND WE NEED YOUR HELP. 
NOW HIRING ALL SHIFTS WITH OPENINGS IN THE 

WAREHOUSE AND PRODUCTION. STOP IN TO APPLY TODAY!

104 West Fort Street
Manchester, Tennessee

(931) 581-3232
www.owensprovisions.com

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated  
     by Manchester locals!     by Manchester locals!

Owen’s Provisions & 
Apparel is a lifestyle 
clothing and accessories 
store located on the 
Historic Square in 
Manchester, TN.

We are devoted to 
serving our beautiful 
city with awesome, high 
quality products that 
everyone can enjoy.
 We look forward to 
meeting you and getting 
to know you better!

We know small business.

Because we ARE small business
Starting and sustaining a small business is challenging. With 
the right small-town bank in your corner, this is a fight you will 
win. We can help with small business loans, lines of credit, 
accounts and services at Peoples Bank & Trust in Manchester.

 bankwithpeoples.com

http://www.owensprovisions.com
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FROM FEAR TO FORECAST 
By Tina Neeley // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

ELIJAH KIRBY FLIPPED THE TABLES ON SEVERE WEATHER.

S TORMS DEMAND our 
attention. They’re no big deal 

to some and stir crippling anxiety 
in others. Between those extremes 
is everyone else. Despite these 
differences, one thing unites us: 
our desire for accurate weather 
forecasting in all seasons.

Before the explosion of the 
internet, most of us depended upon 
the daily forecasts of local television 
news stations. Today, up-to-the-
minute weather information is 
literally at our fingertips. Search 
“weather” in your phone’s app store 
and watch as thousands of choices 
appear. The apps offer overviews, 
but the details for your exact loca-
tion are hit or miss.

But Bedford and Coffee 
Counties have a more personal-
ized option, and thousands turn 
to it daily. With over 14,000 likes 
and 16,000 followers, Shelbyville 
Weather covers both counties with 
livestream updates during severe 
weather. Daily weather and public 
service announcements round out 
the services.

Behind it all is one young man, 
Elijah Kirby, who turned his fear of 
storms into a passion for meteorology.

Kirby said, “I wanted to learn 
more about the weather and try 
not to be scared of the storms. 
So, when I was in kindergarten 
and first grade, I wouldn’t watch 
cartoons. I’d have the Weather 
Channel on all the time while I 
was playing with my cars and my 
trains. I just grew into this fascina-
tion with weather. But my curiosity 
was piqued with the Murfreesboro 
tornado in April 2009.”

What was too close to home for 
so many compelled Kirby, at only 8 
or 9, to look to the skies to under-
stand better what impacted our 
daily lives. 

“The crazy thing about weather 
is that weather is one thing that will 
impact everyone on the globe,” said 
Kirby. ”Everyone has to deal with the 
weather. No matter what, it’s the most 
relevant thing in our world.”

Weather advisories and updates 
pinpointing our area are critical, but 
network coverage seems more focused 
on the Metro-Nashville area. The day 
after a major storm hits our commu-
nity, it may make the television news, 
but reporting while the storm rages 
may grow smaller as it moves out of 
the broadcaster’s location.

However, when severe weather 
moves toward Coffee County, Kirby 
not only issues the necessary watches 
and warnings, he pulls on his head-
phones and goes live on Facebook to 
keep us safe until the storm passes.

“Some people don’t have satellite 
or an antenna to watch the news, so 
they need somebody to turn to when 
the weather gets bad, or they’re just 
left in the dark,” Kirby said.

Kirby launched Shelbyville 
Weather on Twitter in 2016 and 
on Facebook in 2019 and expand-
ed his coverage to Coffee County 
when his family moved to Nor-
mandy. Adding Coffee County 
was a natural fit. The combination 
solidified when the National 
Weather Service invited Kirby 
to join their #tSpotter program. 
According to the National Weath-
er Service website, the #tSpotter 
SKYWARN program uses highly 
trained volunteers to provide their 
community with localized weather 
impact and warning information 
via their Twitter accounts.

Kirby enjoys meeting the people 
who rely on his services. After ap-
pearing as the grand marshall in the 
RC Cola Moon Pie Festival parade 



“It just depends on where God 
wants to lead me and what His plan 
is. I really hope I can get in at Nash-
ville or Huntsville because there 
are so many opportunities in those 
two cities. And even if the National 
Weather Service doesn’t work out, 
there’s a lot of private sector mete-
orology jobs,” said Kirby. “I’m just a 
normal 20-year-old with this love 
and passion for weather who wants 
to keep people safe and informed 
and give back to my community.”

So, as the winds change and the 
clouds gather, we can count on Kirby 
to guide us and ensure that we’re 
never left in the dark. GN

in Bell Buckle this year, he now has 
faces to connect to the many comments 
on his posts.

He said, “Some people come up to 
me and say, ‘I was in my closet during 
that tornado warning last night, and I 
was watching your livestream.’ It makes 
me think, ‘Oh, my goodness, you trust 
me so much that you’re going to watch 
me while you’re taking shelter from a 
tornado.’ It’s so heartwarming to see all 
these people gravitating to my coverage.”

He’s preparing for a lifetime of 
weather service and is majoring in 
meteorology in his junior year at the 
University of Alabama in Huntsville. 
As he completes his education, his 
vision for the future keeps an eye 
on the skies. Employment with the 
National Weather Service would be his 
first choice, but he’s open to whatever 
opportunities present themselves.
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Large Selection Of New Large Selection Of New 
& Pre-Owned Jewelry& Pre-Owned Jewelry

We buy gold, silver and diamonds. 

Layaway Now For Christmas
Stop by & register to win cash 
& gift cards equal to $1,500

@Toilvers.Pawn

931-728-2360

www.toliverspawnandjewelry.com

110 N. Spring St., Manchester, TN
“On The Square”

Thank you for voting 
Manchester’s Finest 
Jewelry in 2023!!

www.holstongases.com
(931) 616-0316

1186 Murfreesboro Hwy.
Manchester, TN 37355

Got Propane?Propane?
• Locally owned and operated • 24-hour service 
• 55 years of experience 
• Residential • Commercial • Agricultural
How may we help you?

Equipment Rental
ATSON SW

• Aerial Work Platforms
• Lawn- Landscape-Tree
• Compaction
• Material Handlers

• Skid Steers-Mini Excavators
• Generators and Accessories
• Construction Tools
• Concrete-Masonry

290 Interstate Drive • Manchester, TN 37355

Helping Contractors & Homeowners 

GET THE JOB DONE!

SELECTION • SERVICE • SATISFACTION

WWW.WATSONSEQUIPMENTTN.COM

931-954-5862
cell 615-849-5326

Nate Heisey - OwNer
nheisey24@hotmail.com

1621 McMinnville Hwy., Manchester • (931) 570-4270

No additional fees, 
all inclusive

Tina Taylor
Administrator

WhereWhere independence  independence meets meets care.care.

mailto:@Toilvers.Pawn
http://www.toliverspawnandjewelry.com
http://www.holstongases.com
mailto:nheisey24@hotmail.com
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Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

405 Park Tower Dr., Manchester, TN
931-728-7009

111 Murfreesboro Hwy. • Manchester, TN

931-728-1978

Make Your Holiday Season
A Winning One!

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
                        from

A Winning A Winning 
AttitudeAttitude
Stand out from the crowd with 
our custom & unique artwork!

Specializing in Superior 
Screen Printing,

Embroidery,
Team Sports, Business &

Church Group Items 
& Assorted Apparel

No job too big or small!

Quick Turn Around

We Offer Full Auto Repair
Kevin Vaught Owner

1604 Hillsboro Blvd. • Manchester, TN
(931) 728-5097 • Fax (931) 728-5099Business Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7-5



Celebrating UNIT Y and



Katie Anderson, Brad Goodwin, Katy Riddle, Misty Weaver, Renee Holt, Kayla Transue, Brent Parsley, and Ivy Petty

 COMMUNITY SPIRIT    



T HE AIR is filled with a festive buzz, twinkling lights 
illuminate the streets, and the unmistakable sound of 
carolers fills the air — it's that magical time of year 
again. The Downtown Manchester Christmas Stroll is 

an event that has been gracing the square of Manchester for many 
years. It returned last year after a brief hiatus during the pandemic. 
With its huge success, the stroll is now gearing up for another 
enchanting year of holiday festivities, bringing the community 
together to celebrate the season and support local businesses.

One of the hallmarks of the Downtown Manchester Christmas 
Stroll is its enchanting atmosphere, where the old-fashioned charm 
of the town square blends seamlessly with modern festive elements.

Last year, the square came alive with characters like the 
Grinch and Buddy the Elf, adding a touch of playfulness 
to the occasion. Carolers serenaded passersby, Santa Claus 
posed for photos, and decorated storefront displays enhanced 
the magical atmosphere. Katy Riddle, with the Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce, highlighted the addition of live window 
and storefront displays, which captivated attendees with their 
creativity and uniqueness.

The Downtown Manchester Christmas Stroll is more than just 
an event; it's a celebration of unity, community spirit, and the joy 
of giving. The stroll serves a dual purpose: to foster connections 
between people and to encourage patrons to explore the local 
shops and boutiques that define the heart of Manchester.

"Our focus is on shopping locally and bringing the 
community together,” noted Riddle. 

This celebration showcases the unique offerings of the local 
boutiques and encourages residents to support their friends and 
neighbors who own these businesses. There's a noticeable sense 
of camaraderie as people come together to celebrate the holiday 
season and embrace the magic of Christmas.

The Downtown Manchester Christmas Stroll isn't just 
about shopping — it's a multifaceted experience that brings the 
community closer. The square becomes a winter wonderland, with 
shops staying open late into the night to welcome visitors and 
offer special deals. 

It's about the warm, fuzzy feeling that comes from 
supporting local businesses and witnessing the creativity that 
local shop owners pour into their storefront displays. Last year's 
stroll saw a friendly competition for the best live window or 
storefront displays. 

From dancing Nutcracker performers at Reese’s 
GenesBoutique to the humorous scene of chickens at The 
Mercantile Cafe, the displays brought laughter, wonder, and 
festive spirit to every corner of the square.

"Manchester does such a good job of coming together and 
celebrating one another," shared Riddle. 

The event reflects the heart and soul of Manchester, a close-
knit community that supports its members, especially during the 
holiday season.

The Downtown Manchester Christmas Stroll also serves 
as a reminder of the power of shopping locally. The impact 

Manchester prepares for 
another exciting 
Downtown Christmas Stroll. 
By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes 
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of supporting local businesses is far-reaching, with $68 
of every $100 spent staying within the community. 
It represents the interconnectedness of the town, 
where shop owners aren't just business proprietors but 
cherished members of the community who give back in 
various ways.

Reflecting on the event's significance, Riddle shared, 
"These are the businesses that donate stuff for your kids' 
school and participate in fundraisers throughout the year 
for different organizations. These are the people who 
really bolster your community by what they do."

The Downtown Manchester Christmas Stroll brings 
this sense of community full circle, reinforcing the bond 
between businesses, residents, and the spirit of the season.

As the planning for the upcoming event continues, 
there's an air of anticipation for what lies ahead. With 
carriage rides, live displays, character appearances, and 
the joyful energy that only the holiday season can bring, 
the event promises to be even more magical than before.

Manchester's holiday tradition isn't just about the 
decorations or the festivities — it's about the genuine 

connections forged, the memories made, and the lasting impact 
of supporting local businesses. The Downtown Manchester 
Christmas Stroll isn't just an event; it's a manifestation of the 
town's heartwarming spirit and a celebration of the season that 
truly brings people together. GN

Visit https://www.manchestertnchamber.org/ for 
more information. 
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https://www.manchestertnchamber.org/
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Happy Holidays Happy Holidays 
 From Our Family To Yours! From Our Family To Yours!

801 S Spring St., Manchester, TN 37355 • 931.728.3421
Mon. - Sat. 7:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. • Closed Sun.

Spring Spring 
Street Street 

MarketMarket

You can rely on NATURAL GAS.

Elk River Public Utility District
217 S. Jackson St., Tullahoma • 931-455-9311

1524 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester • 931-728-3332
635 Dinah Shore Blvd., Winchester • 931-967-3642

“Your Hometown Natural Gas Provider Since 1955”

Sometimes the best things in life are the simplest ones – reliable 
home and water heating, lower monthly utility bills, and a home 
that can keep up with the hustle and bustle year-round.

WWW.ERPUD.COM

Enjoy Fresh Meat 
With The 
Best Quality

Serving Bedford, Coffee, Franklin, Lincoln, 
Moore, Rutherford and Warren Counties

(910) 461.6930
Mon.-Fri. 7-5 • Sat. by appointment only
revenant-ranch.com

Delicious Farm Fresh Meat delivery 
from our family to yours!!!!

Free Deliver within 50 miles 
of the ranch!

Marine Corps Veteran owned
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Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithstankservice.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Let Us Take Care Of 
Your Septic Tanks

Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track Hoe
Site Prep

Demolition

Roads & Driveways
Grade Work

Pads
Ponds & Lakes

Underground Utilities

Complete Rock 
Hammer/Rock 

Removal

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

WE CAN DO IT ALL!WE CAN DO IT ALL!

Over 20 Years Of Quality Service & Experience
Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
238 Interstate Dr., Manchester, TN 37355

We Roll-Form and Manufacture Metal 
Roofing and Supplies, and we service  
all of Middle Tennessee and 
surrounding areas.

www.watsonmetals.comwww.watsonmetals.com
931-728-8185

WATSON METALS • Tuff Rib Panel
• PBR Panel
• Watson Wave Panel
• 5V Panel
• Corrugated Panel
• Standing Seam Panels in 1", 1.5" & 2"
• Mechanical Seam panels
• Board & Patton Panels
• Metal Shingles

• Perforated Panels in 20+ Colors
• Custom Bent Trims
• Roll-Form Standard Trims
• Closures
• Screws For Wood & Metal
• Stock Screws 1" - 3"
• Over Size Screws
• Solar Seasl All
• Colors & Clear

WHAT WE CARRY

The Best Deals 
In Town On 

Fashion, Accessories, 
Custom Tees 

& More!

Stop in and Shop with us today!
905 Hillboro Blvd.

Manchester, TN 37355 
(look for the pink door, little hidden gem) 
Mon. 10a-5p | Tues-Fri. 10a-6p | Sat. 10a-4p

www.wisteriahillonline.com

http://www.keithstankservice.com
http://www.watsonmetals.com
http://www.wisteriahillonline.com


Savannah Cayton, 
Melina, Grayson, 
and Jenson Payne



T HE HOLIDAY season means different things to 
different people. For some, it's a time of celebration, 
unity, and tradition. For others, it's less significant. And 

to some, it means restoration, hope, and a brighter future. One 
story that beautifully intertwines the spirit of the holidays with the 
power of transformation comes from Savannah Cayton, a resilient 
woman whose life took a remarkable turn with the help of Blue 
Monarch, a place that became her refuge, her haven of change.

Before entering Blue Monarch’s doors, Cayton's life was a 
whirlwind of chaos and uncertainty. 

"I was always in and out of jail. I lost my kids. I was just in a 
dark place. I can remember just being so broken and lost where I 
didn't have any options," she said. 

Her life was marked by inconsistent relationships, leading 
her down a path of addiction, domestic violence, and the heart-
wrenching loss of custody of her children.

Sitting in a jail cell one day, Cayton had a moment of 
reflection. She realized there had to be a better way, a brighter life 
beyond the darkness that had consumed her. 

Restoration, hope, 
and celebrating 

new beginnings
    

Savannah’s journey to reunite and rebuild 
during the holiday season 

By Jeriah Brumfield // Photos submitted by Shakia Craig 
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"There's got to be a better life. There's got to be a 
better way. There's got to be more today than there is 
right now. Because that was not it," she reflected. 

Losing her children became her rock bottom, the 
defining moment that motivated her to seek change.

Thanks to God’s grace, Cayton's journey to 
restoration began when she walked through the 
doors of Blue Monarch. It was a fresh start, a new 
beginning with the promise of healing and growth. 
Here, she learned not just to overcome her addiction 
but to rebuild her life from the inside out. One of 
the crucial components of her transformation was 
the parenting skills classes that guided her toward 
becoming a better mother.

Shakia Craig, the officer of development and 
community relations at Blue Monarch, emphasized 
that the program isn't just about sobriety; it's about 
complete transformation. She spoke of Cayton's 
exceptional progress, noting how she absorbed every 
lesson and opportunity offered by the program. 

"She was a light when she walked into the room. 
And she was always quick to help another mama with 
her children even though she didn't have her own," 
Craig shared.

Cayton's journey to reunite with her children was 
not easy. The battle was tough, marked by challenges 
and setbacks. But Cayton's determination and the life 
skills she learned at Blue Monarch paved the way for 

her ultimate victory. A few months after joining the 
program, Cayton regained custody of her children. 

"She took hold of every tool that we offered here, 
and now we are looking at a completely different 
person," Craig added.

The program's holistic approach was pivotal in 
Cayton's revival. From the parenting skills classes to 
reframing her mindset and developing essential life skills, 
Cayton's experience was about healing and thriving. 

Now a proud graduate of Blue Monarch, Cayton 
has her sights set on a promising future. She plans to 
attend Shelbyville Tech to become a licensed practical 
nurse, a career path that aligns with her newfound sense 
of purpose and stability. 

"I picture my kids being in sports. I picture me just 
being happy where we are at — where God has put us," 
Cayton said.

For Cayton, Christmas holds profound significance. 
After 592 days of being separated from her children, 
she finally reunited with them on Dec. 16, 2021. This 
holiday season became a symbol of restoration, marking 
the first time they could celebrate together in a safe and 
loving environment. 

"It was very heartwarming and so joyful. Whenever 
I have Christmas now, it just reminds me that this 
is the time of the year when I got my kids back, 
[restoring] me and my family," Cayton reflected.

Christmas Day at Blue Monarch is a day of 
transformation, restoration, and hope. The mothers 
and their children gather in their "Great Room," 
surrounded by the warmth of the season. 

They exchange gifts — not just material ones, but 
the gift of togetherness, healing, and the promise of 
a better future. As they unwrap presents and see the 
happiness on each other's faces, it's a touching reminder 
of how far they've come and the resilience that carried 
them through.

In Savannah Cayton’s inspiring story, the holiday 
season becomes a time of profound significance. It's a 
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I picture my kids being in sports. I 
picture me just being happy where 
we are  at — where God has put us.
-Savannah Cayton

reminder that amidst the trials of life, transformation and 
the power of love can bring about restoration and hope, 
turning even the darkest of times into a celebration of 
light and joy. As we celebrate the holidays, let Cayton's 
journey inspire us to embrace change, find strength in 
adversity, and believe in the magic of new beginnings.

Visit www.bluemonarch.org/ for more information. 
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Ronald Clower
Cyndi Clower
~ Since 1979 ~

Merry Merry 
Christmas!Christmas!

1406 McArthur Street
New Tullahoma Hwy/Hwy 55
Manchester, TN 37355
(across from the Coffee Co. Admin. Building)

http://www.bluemonarch.org/


Sweet
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We Care For Your Pets!

We know they’re not your pets, they’re your family! 
We’re committed to providing all of the care your pets need, 

from regular check-ups to serious surgeries.

BOARDING FOR CATS & DOGS AVAILABLE
We have 9 veterinarians that are trained to handle even the most 

difficult cases, so you can trust our team to know the latest treatment 
options, while maintaining decades of experience.

Manchester - (931) 723-0551
Monteagle - (931) 924-0551

Morrison - (931) 409-3178
Tullahoma - (931) 455-6723

New Manchester location is NOW OPEN

4 Locations To Serve You!

115 North Woodland Street • Manchester, TN
(931) 954-5219 • woodland-wellness.business.site

Looking for a 
provider that 

actually listens? 

Give us a shot Give us a shot 
to earn to earn 

your trust.your trust.

Nurse Practitioners: Mark Vann & Christy Hager

Where Service and
Wellness Meet



I N THE parking lot of Southern Fam-
ily Market lies a food truck paradise 

where different food trucks congregate to 
help one another and serve the communi-
ty. Each being a delight on its own, every 
one of these small businesses has created 
an event worth visiting. On this particular 
day, Trailer Trash Waffles caught my atten-
tion with its eye-catching, vibrant red truck 
and intriguingly counterintuitive name. 
Don’t let the title fool you; this tiny waf-
fle food truck is a sanctuary for all things 
sweet and satisfying. They are redefining 
the waffle game, one creative sandwich at 
a time. With that being said, these aren’t 
your ordinary waffles; they’re crispy on the 
outside, fluffy on the inside, and brimming 
with sweetness. Whether you’re a break-
fast sandwich enthusiast or an adventur-
ous foodie looking for unique toppings, 
Trailer Trash Waffles has you covered.  
    For those who, like me, always choose 
the newest combinations, the S’mores 
Waffle Sandwich is a must-try. It’s a warm 
embrace of gooey goodness, sticky with 

Trailer Trash Waffles transforms waffle 
creations into pleasant surprises.

Trailer Trash 
Waffles
2050 Hillsboro Blvd. 
Manchester
(803) 543-9122
www.facebook.com/ 
trailertrashwaffles

Good News is 
coming to dinner!

We will feature a local 
food critic’s thoughts as 
she dines in Manchester.
This month Shellymar 
Repollet  visited 
Trailer Trash Waffles

marshmallow filling and warm chocolate 
nearly drizzling down your hand as you 
hold it. Each bite took me back to campfire 
nights full of sugar and love in my blood-
stream, sandwiched between two waffles 
that somehow held everything in better 
than any graham cracker could. If you’re 
feeling less adventurous, the Cheeseburg-
er Waffle Sandwich combines the best of 
both worlds — the familiarity of a classic 
cheeseburger with the delightful innova-
tion of waffle bread. Bite after bite was a 
delicious blend of savory beef patty, melt-
ed cheese, crisp lettuce, thick onion, and 
a fresh tomato slice, all cocooned within 
the warm and slightly sweet waffle. It’s a 
flavor journey that defies expectations and 
redefines comfort food. In essence, Trailer 
Trash Waffles is a testament to culinary 
creativity thriving in unexpected places. If 
you find yourself wanting a taste of some-
thing different, this tiny waffle wonderland 
proves that sometimes, the most ingenious 
food experiences come from the most un-
anticipated places. GN

Sweet Savory
Reinventing 
the magic of

&

http://www.facebook.com/
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Home for the holidays

Hope is not just
for the holidays

Gifts of love and
transformation

Where Christmas
dreams come alive

 34 

 36 

 40 

 44 

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Megan Scott and Tasha Williams➤
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covers local people or 
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Our stories are based on 
submissions from local people. 

Submit yours here:
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Hope is Not Just
for the Holidays.

By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

R AY  &  JA N E  M A RC RO M



I N A WORLD where hope often seems out of reach and 
peace is a distant dream, there emerges a ray of light — a 
day of hope, a day of unity, a day of transformation. So many 
people around the world yearn for a day when they can rise 
above their struggles, find solace, and experience the true 

meaning of community. In the midst of their search, initiatives like 
One Day of Hope rise as a reminder that hope is not just for the 
holidays — it’s a powerful force that can be shared year-round. It’s a 
perpetual gift we can give to one another every day.

In 2011, a spark of inspiration ignited in 
the hearts of a group of individuals committed 
to making a difference. As a group of ministers 
meeting in the local ministerial association 
with a deep-rooted connection to their local 
churches, they understood the power of unity 
and service. The aftermath of the 2008 financial 
crisis left scars on many, and these compassion-
ate souls sought to heal those wounds. The idea 
was simple yet profound: to put away them-
selves and unite different denominations and 
backgrounds to serve their community. Thus, 
One Day of Hope was born, an event that 
would transcend barriers and transform lives.

Ray Marcrom, a volunteer with the organi-
zation, explained, “The whole thing with One Day of Hope is we leave 
our identity behind and come together in the name of Jesus to serve.” 

This wasn’t about any one church or creed; it was about humanity 
coming together to extend a helping hand, offering material aid, a 
warm smile, a kind word, and a reminder that they are loved.

The whole thing with One 
Day of Hope is we leave our 
identity behind and come 
together in the name of 
Jesus to serve.

- RAY MARCROM

The One Day of  Hope 
initiative  exemplifies  the 
impo rtance of  spreading 
hope beyond boundaries.
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One Day of Hope has grown, evolving from a single event to a 
movement that touches lives in numerous ways. The initiative’s scope 
expanded beyond the confines of a single day, branching out into 
healthcare, education, and employment opportunities. From this 
initiative, they started a medical clinic, partnering with local health-
care providers to offer medical screenings and guidance. Partnerships 
with schools, police departments, and employment agencies became 
the foundation for year-round support.

The essence of One Day of Hope remains the same: to restore 
hope to those who have lost it. 

Marcrom shared, “The biggest thing I see in people is they’ve 
lost hope.” 

Stories of transformation and renewal highlighted the impact of 
their work. A woman’s journey from brokenness to empowerment, a 
man’s tears of gratitude as he received a job and new boots — these 
tales exemplified the profound influence of love and care.

And with a smile and a helping hand, they aimed to spark that 
flicker of hope back into life.

From providing warm winter coats and work attire to offering 
medical screenings, dental care, and haircuts, One Day of Hope 
embraces the diversity of needs that people carry. It is a holistic 
approach that addresses the external challenges and the emotional 
and spiritual ones. In this collective effort, churches, individuals, 
and organizations join hands, turning a single day into a year-round 
source of hope.

During the holiday season, the spirit of giving and unity intensi-
fies. In this small town, there is an undeniable openness to extend a 
helping hand. Families and individuals open their hearts to support 
One Day of Hope and its mission. The holidays aren’t just about 
festivities; they are an opportunity to express the spirit of selflessness 
that defines the community.

The organization has recognized the significance of these moments 
and seamlessly weaves them into their year-round efforts. They coordi-
nate with churches to ensure resources reach those in need. Marcrom 
spoke about the importance of coordinating rather than replacing 
existing efforts, highlighting the power of collaboration.

This movement continues to grow. Other towns embrace the 
vision, spearheading their own One Day of Hope events. Hearts are 
ignited, lives are changed, and a ripple effect of compassion spreads 
far and wide. While the holidays hold a special place in this journey, 
the essence of One Day of Hope thrives year-round, proving that 
hope is not confined to a single season. Hannah Ashburn➤



Rosemary Lapham, Kelly Elsasser, Brandi Trougt, and Paige Carter➤

In a world often defined by challenges and uncertainties, the 
One Day of Hope initiative is a shining example of the power of 
unity and love. It’s a reminder that every day holds the potential 
for transformation, reaching out to those in need and sharing 
the spirit of hope. Hope isn’t just for the holidays; it’s a flame we 
can kindle in each other’s hearts, creating a brighter world full of 
compassion and unity. GN

Contact One Day of Hope at (931) 222-5033 or help@onedayof-
hopecc.org. Or visit their website at www.onedayofhopecc.org for 
more information.
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Gifts of Love and
Transformation 

By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

M E GA N  S C OT T  A N D  TA S H A  W I L L I A M S 



Rediscovering th e true 
meaning of  th e h olidays 

with Redwood Women  

D URING THE holiday season, it’s easy to get caught 
up in the shopping, decorating, and planning of 
extravagant meals. But for Redwood Women’s 
founder, Tasha Williams, and her fellow members, 
the holidays mean something much more profound 

— a time for giving, sharing, and bringing hope to those who need 
it most. This ministry and its incredible mission exist to make the 
holidays and every day brighter for women in their community.

Redwood Women is a group of dedicated women who have 
come together with a common purpose — to serve others and 
bring love and support to those who need it most, especially during 
the holiday season. Williams and her close friend and co-founder, 
Megan Scott, lead this remarkable ministry. The story of Redwood 
Women’s beginnings is one of divine inspiration and a deep desire to 
make a difference in their community.

Williams recalled the moment of the 
inception of Redwood Women. “June 24, 
2021, was our first group meeting. We’re 
still growing and just really trying to be 
led by the Lord. I’ve learned I could have 
so many good ideas, but I want to do what 
He wants me to do.” 

Williams faith played a pivotal role in 
shaping Redwood Women’s mission.

The group’s journey began when they 
identified a need in their local community. 
Many of the women had become preoc-
cupied with work and the demands of life, 
causing them to drift apart. Williams felt 
called to bring them back together, fueling 
both personal growth and service to others.

During this time, Williams sought 
divine guidance for the group’s name. She 
stumbled upon an inspiring story about 
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a giant redwood tree in California. This enormous tree’s roots only 
extended 3 feet into the ground, but they reached for miles, inter-
twining with neighboring trees to draw strength. Redwood Women 
was born in that moment, symbolizing their unity and shared power.

The group initially started with simple meetings, allowing the 
women to bond and refocus on their spiritual growth. Williams soon 
found herself involved in ministry at the Bedford County Jail, where 
she had a life-changing encounter with a woman named Laticia 
Gaona. Gaona shared the challenges incarcerated women face during 
the holiday season, where they grapple with newfound sobriety and 
overwhelming emotions, often separated from their families.

This conversation with Gaona struck a chord with Williams and 
sparked a remarkable idea. She realized many of these incarcerated 
women’s children were in the care of grandparents who faced obsta-
cles in providing a joyful Christmas. Some lacked access to programs 
like Angel Tree due to limited computer skills or transportation.

Williams heart was moved to action. She decided that Redwood 
Women would step in and make a difference. They set out to provide 
gifts to these children, personally delivering them to the homes of 
families who needed them most. Their mission was not just about 
gifts but about showing love and support and praying with them 
during a challenging time.

The group’s efforts bore fruit, and they began collecting donations 
and organizing their first Christmas gift drive in 2021. Williams, 
Scott, and their dedicated team wrapped over 130 gifts, each care-
fully chosen and prayed over. They mapped out their routes, divided 
into groups, and embarked on a journey to bring smiles to children’s 
faces and share the love of Christ.

What sets Redwood Women apart is the involvement of their 
own children in this meaningful endeavor. As they deliver gifts, 
their children join them, learning firsthand the joy of giving and the 
impact they can make on others’ lives. The experience is a profound 
lesson in compassion and generosity that will undoubtedly shape 
these young hearts.

“So we’re not just experiencing taking gifts and giving them to 
kids less fortunate. Our children [can] see what it does to be a good 
person and a joyful giver.”

Williams shared her own experience of receiving a special coat 
one Christmas. It was a gift that filled her with an overwhelming 
sense of love and value. This transformative power of a thoughtful 
gift fuels her desire to bring joy to others. Williams journey from a 
troubled past to a place of giving and purpose has created a lasting 
hunger to make a difference in the lives of those who need it most.
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Williams vision for a future where churches and ministries 
partner with jails to bridge the gap for women reentering society 
is inspiring and achievable.

Redwood Women’s mission represents the profound impact 
one small group of dedicated individuals can have on a commu-
nity. As the holiday season approaches again, Redwood Women 
will continue to shine as a symbol of love, compassion, and unity, 
reminding us of the true meaning of the holidays — giving, shar-
ing, and spreading hope. GN

Contact Redwood Women at Theredwoodwomen@gmail.com or visit 
The Redwood Women on Facebook for more information.

mailto:Theredwoodwomen@gmail.com


Where Christmas 
Dreams Come Alive 

By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

 B R A N D O N  TO M B E R L I N ,  B I L L  S I P E ,  A N D  A DA M  F L O I E D



Manchester  Police 
Department’s  Angel  Tree 
Program creates  ripples 

o f  joy  fo r  th e community.

D URING THE holiday season, twinkling lights 
adorn the streets of Manchester, and the enchanting 
scent of Christmas cheer fills the air. Children 
in scarves and mittens build snowmen and snow 
angels. Their excitement is evident as the day before 

Christmas approaches. 
On the night before the big day, wide-eyed kids anticipate the 

joy of unwrapping presents while parents excitedly prepare warm 
batches of cookies and hot cocoa to share. 
While families huddle together by the fireplace, 
sipping hot chocolate and indulging in cookies, 
not everyone is fortunate enough to experience 
the full extent of these heartwarming moments. 

In this small town, the true spirit of 
Christmas shines through in initiatives like 
the Manchester Police Department’s (MPD) 
Angel Tree Program.

This program has been a pillar of support 
and kindness for over two decades during 
the holiday season. What began as a modest 
initiative has blossomed into a communi-
ty-wide effort that brings together people from 
all walks of life. The Angel Tree Program was 
born with a simple goal: to ensure that every 
child in need experiences the magic of Christmas.

Over the years, the Angel Tree Program’s reach has expanded 
immensely, transforming into a collaborative effort between the 
police department and the Manchester City Schools System family 
resource counselor, BJ Silva. This partnership ensures that the aid 
reaches those who need it most. 

We want every toy we 
have in a family’s hands. 
It’s really special for the 
police department to be 
able to partner with so 
many different parts of 
our community.

- ADAM FLOIED

ISSUE 11  2023 / /  45GOOD NEWS MANCHESTER



Assistant Chief of Police Adam Floied 
with the MPD explained, “We wanted to 
target the families and the children that were 
the neediest, and the family resource coun-
selor knows better than anybody in a school 
system who those families and children are.”

The heart of the program’s initiatives lies 
in the meticulous care officers and commu-
nity members put into selecting gifts. Each 
angel is carefully matched with a donor, 
tailoring the gifts to the child’s size, interests, 
and needs. Volunteers prepare the gift baskets 
full of clothing, shoes, personal hygiene items, 
and toys with love. 

Floied said, “We want every toy we have 
in a family’s hands. It’s really special for the 
police department to be able to partner with 
so many different parts of our community.”

The entire police department, from 
officers to administrative staff, rallies around 
the Angel Tree Program. Each shift takes 

As a child, I remember that big 
Christmas gift — maybe a new bicycle 
or a train set. But helping these 
officers every year, with so many 
others also spreading the cheer to our 
community — to be a small part of 
that is my best Christmas gift every 
year. I’ve seen these officers open 
their hearts to the community they 
are sworn to, not only protect but also 
serve, unselfishly giving every ounce 
of themselves, working a 12-hour 
shift, and then volunteering to help 
deliver toys. I know they get a lot out 
of it, too!

- ADAM FLOIED

Ben Sneed, Benton Brown, Trey Adcock, Chase Alford, Justin Gault, Carlos Naranjo, Bryan Eldridge, Dale Robertson, Mitchell West, Bill Sipe,
Jamie Norris, Brandon Tomberlin, Adam Floied, Dawn Adams, Emily Penick, and Keith Hendrix 

➤



responsibility for some of the angels, making the holiday prepa-
ration a collective effort. This program bridges gaps and creates a 
positive, personal interaction between law enforcement and the 
community they serve. 

Beyond individual contributions, the program thrives on the 
support of local businesses, organizations, and events. Businesses 
like the Bonnaroo Works Foundation, Sportsman’s Businessman 
Organization, David Bradley’s fundraiser events, and local restau-
rants like Prater’s BBQ, Sonic, and many more play a vital role in 
making the program successful.

The program’s pinnacle arrives the day before Christmas 
break, when nearly 100 children gather to receive their gift bas-
kets, personally presented by police officers and their families. The 
spirit of giving is apparent through these heartwarming interac-
tions and Santa Claus’s personal gift basket deliveries.

Floied remarked, “We hope that it continues and that we can 
keep doing this for many years to come.” 

The Angel Tree Program extends beyond this event, with 
volunteers placing excess toys beneath Christmas trees on the 
town square for anyone to take, ensuring that every gift finds a 
deserving home.

The program reflects the best of Manchester — a caring commu-
nity coming together to make the holidays brighter for those in need. 

Floied said, “It’s hard to organize things like that and get 
so many different entities involved. We’re just 
honored to be able to do it, and it shows the 
children and families we get to help a side of 
law enforcement and police officers that they 
don’t necessarily get to see a lot of times.” 

The program illuminates the potential for 
positive change in a world often clouded by 
challenges and negativity. With each passing 
year, it reaffirms the power of coming together 
to uplift the lives of those less fortunate, making 
the holiday season truly magical for all. GN

Contact the Manchester Police Department to get 
involved with the Angel Tree Program.
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807 McArthur St., Manchester   | customautorodshop@gmail.com

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. &  Sun. Closed
931931--728728--9773 9773 

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

ADDICTIONADDICTION

Phone: 931-740-1191 | Fax: 931-650-3740
admissions@brookshealingcenter.com

brookshealingcenter.com

Addiction and
Co-Occurring

Treatment Center

takes an immense
amount of strength

to face, but you
don’t have to 

do it alone!
Take the first step 

and
CALL TODAY.

Because family
is important.

Animal
Health
Clinic

Dr. Jennifer Yates, Dr. Brian Alexander, and Dr. Angie Hawkins

1722 Hillsboro Blvd.  •  Manchester, TN 37355
(931) 728-6633 • www.AnimalHealthVet.com

• Dental Procedures Complete With Digital Dental Radiography 
• Acupuncture • Preventive And Routine Care • Diagnostic Testing 

• Cold Laser Therapy • And Surgical Procedures

$5 OFF
With This Coupon. Expires 12/31/23

1500 Hillsboro Boulevard | Manchester, TN 37355 | (931) 728-9907
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mailto:admissions@brookshealingcenter.com
http://www.AnimalHealthVet.com


Make a 
Good living
bringing
Good news
to your town

J O I N  O U R  T E A M

www.goodnewsmags.com/publishing-partner

Live a happy and flexible life while earning a good living. 
Apply today if you believe being part of telling positive 
stories about your community would be rewarding.

Apply to Become a 
Publishing Partner



How the Good News Magic Happens:
From Submission to Print

How does a story get into Good News Magazine?
Nominate someone to be featured in Good News Magazine.

Since Good News launched, we have received hundreds of nominations for people to be 
covered. Ever wondered how a story finds its way into the pages of our magazine? Well, 
the answer is simple: it’s all thanks to you! Not only are the stories about local people, 
but they come from other local people, too! Here’s a glimpse into the journey of how 
stories come alive in Good News Magazine.

Step 1: The submission process: goodnewsmags.com

We believe that everyone has a story worth sharing, and we rely on our readers to help us discover these 
extraordinary individuals. Submissions are made through our website and include the following details:

• A nominee’s name
• Contact information (phone and email)
• The reason for the submission, along with why they qualify as a “Good News” story. This may in-

clude their contributions to the community, impactful deeds, family life, occupation, and more.
• We’re not looking for you to write the story or find a superstar. We believe everyone has a story, 

and we only need relevant information. Our writers will do the rest! 

Step 2: Selection and theme assignment

We tell stories about local people and what they are doing to make a difference. We have told stories about 
charities, medical staff, volunteers, school staff, and your next-door neighbor. Again, everyone has a story. 
While we feature six remarkable individuals in each issue, keep in mind that our production schedule is 
planned months in advance. So, if someone isn’t featured in the upcoming issue, there’s still a chance they’ll 
be highlighted in the future. We keep all submissions on file for potential use.

Step 3: Interviews and photo shoots

Once a story is selected, our talented writers and photographers swing into action. We continue to be 
inspired by the stories submitted to us, and we complete the interviews and photo shoots several months 
before the issue goes to print. Our writers may conduct interviews via phone or video chat, while others 
prefer in-person meetings with the individuals behind the stories.
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What’s next in Good News Magazine?
Currently, our dedicated team is hard at work crafting stories under themes like “Hometown Heal-
ing,” “From The Heart,” and “Charity Spotlight.” We are excited to announce the next theme needing 
story submissions is “The Learning Curve.”

Do you know someone who deserves
to be in Good News Magazine?
Let us know with a submission at www.GoodNewsMags.com
or scan the QR code. Share your stories with us, and let’s
continue spreading the Good News together.

Submit local educators online:
Do you know local educators who have made a significant impact on your life and the com-
munity? Whether it’s teachers who have overcome challenges to inspire their students or those 
who promote lifelong learning, we want to spotlight these individuals and their stories in our 
upcoming “The Learning Curve” issue.
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Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Haislee Smith, Roger, and Misty Bennett ➤
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1. Mark Lemons, Tracy Davis, Renee Davis, Johnny Martin, and Ronnie Grant  2. Oliver Bransford, Keira Lynn, Etta Johnson, Evan Johnson, Demi Johnson, 
William Bransford, and Dale Lynn  3. Remmington Brooks, Theo Burks, Jude Leet, Robbie Tinsley, Matt Burks, Caleb Tyree, and Steve Leet   4. Caleb Tyree

3

Old Timers Day - Oct. 6 - 7

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Old Timers Day was held on 
the square on Oct. 6 and 7 with 
additional vendors to celebrate the 
history and culture of Manchester. 
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1 2

3

5

1. Kaylan Mashburn  2. Ashlyn Jarman  3. Rachel Szoka  
4. Michelle and Johnathan Garner  5. Bryan and Amanda Lorenz  6. Mercury Red (Band)

4

4

Zombie Walk - Oct. 13

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

On Friday the 13th, local “zombies” 
gathered at Fred Deadman Park 
in Manchester for the inaugural 
Manchester Zombie Walk. The 
family-friendly event featured 
participants in zombie costumes and 
Halloween enthusiasts.
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E V E N T S
C A L E N D A R

 November 13 

7:30 pm “Footloose, 
 the Musical” 

 Manchester Arts Center
 128 E. Main St. 
 Manchester

 Nov. 10-19. Big-city 
teen finds himself out 
of place in a rural town 
where dancing has been 
outlawed. Explosive 
choreography, Top-40 
‘80s hits, and new music. 

 November 25 

10:00 am Christmas 
Marketplace in 
Wartrace

 26 Main Street E., 
Wartrace

 
The Christmas 
Marketplace will have 
arts, crafts, food, and 
drinks. Call (615) 785-
2124 for more info.

3:00 pm Free Soup Kitchen 
 at the Church of 

Jesus Christ
 The Church of 
 Jesus Christ 
 519 E. Moore St.
 Tullahoma
 

The church hosts this 
free soup kitchen the 
last Saturday of every 
month.

 December 1 

7:00 pm 67th Annual 
Christmas Parade

 135 W. Lincoln St. 
 Tullahoma
 

Presented by the 
Tullahoma Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
and sponsored by Stan 
McNabb Automotive.

56  / /  ISSUE 11  2023 GOOD NEWS MANCHESTER

G O O D  T I M E SPASSION.

CREATIVITY.

CHOCOLATE.
3 Ingredients that make 

Water’s Edge Chocolates
unique and unforgettable.



For more events 
and to submit an 

event visit:
www.GoodNewsMags.com/
events or call 800-247-7318

For more events 
and to submit 
an event visit:

www.GoodNewsMags.com/events 
or call (800) 247-7318

 December 3 

11:00 am Manchester’s 
Christmas Cheer 
Craft and Vendor 
Event

 Manchester Coffee 
County Conference 
Center

 147 Hospitality Blvd.
 
 Indoor craft show and 

vendor event! Take your 
own pictures with Santa 
who will arrive around 
noon!!

 December 9 

9:00 am Dark Christmas and 
Krampusnacht Faire

 Manchester Arts Center
 128 E. Main St. 
 Manchester
 

Lady Fright invites you to 
her free Dark Christmas 
& Krampusnacht Faire. 
There will be vendors, 
food trucks, games, 
pictures with Krampus 
and St. Nicholas. Bring 
your little ones and get 
some early shopping 
done!

 December 16 

10:00 am Fourth Annual Island 
of Misfit Crafts Show

 Coffee County 
Fairgrounds

 99 Lakeview Dr.
 Manchester
 

Handmade crafts, food 
trucks, prize giveaways, 
photo booth with Santa, 
and misfit toy hunt game. 
Contact Oliver’s Wood & 
Fabric at (931) 841-5584.
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QUALITY 
HANDCRAFTED 
TO PERFECTION
EVERY DAY.
Place an order today
for yourself or a friend at:  
WATERSEDGECHOCOLATES.COM

206 S. ANDERSON ST. 
TULLAHOMA, TN 37388

Monday - Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

931-455-9365
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A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X

We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.

G O O D  N E W S
S U P P O R T E R S



We want to build stronger communities through 
positive, local stories. We can’t do that with-
out advertisers like you. Reach an engaged 
audience that wants to support your business.

Call me at (931) 408-0714

It’s 
good 
to know
peopleAmanda Cox

Publishing Partner

goodnewsmags.com/advertise

 

M E E T  YO U R  P U B L I S H I N G  PA R T N E R
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