
County leaders adopt blueprint
for idea that could include as
many as 4,000 housing units in
Evergreen Valley

W
ill Santa Clara County’s
adoption of its blueprint
for future housing devel‐

opment give a big boost to replac‐
ing a San Jose golf course with thou‐
sands of homes?

The consensus among city offi‐
cials is that the prospect for wide‐
ranging housing development,
including retail and open spaces,
has a good chance of becoming a
reality for the long‐shuttered 117‐
acre Pleasant Hills Golf Course site
in east San Jose.

Santa Clara County’s housing plan
for the years 2023 through 2031
calls for blueprinting a plan that

mandates local jurisdictions to craft
for residential development, specif‐
ically apartments and homes.

The golf course, which closed in
2004, is located at the northeast cor‐
ner of South White and Tully roads,
in the Lake Cunningham area of
Evergreen Valley. 

“The decommissioned Pleasant
Hills golf course promises to be one

See GOLF COURSE, page 5
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Santa Clara Co. to
help homeless veter-
ans with acquisition
of housing facility 
SEE PAGE 4

Santa Clara County
Parks celebrates 25
enchanting years of
Fantasy of Lights
SEE PAGE 5

Securing water supply
Valley Water makes progress at

Anderson Dam
– SEE PAGE 10
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T
he Phil Sheridan Camp #4,
Sons of Union Veterans of the
Civil War (SUVCW) will con‐

duct its annual Remembrance Day
ceremony at the Grand Army of the
Republic cemetery plot, located at
Oak Hill Memorial Park (300 Curt‐
ner Avenue, San José, California)
on Saturday, November 18 at 10
a.m. The ceremony is planned to
last approximately 30 minutes. 

On November 19, 1863, Presi‐
dent Abraham Lincoln arrived at
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. His agen‐
da, on that day, was to dedicate sev‐
enteen acres of land to form a
National Cemetery, to preserve and
honor the dead, and to deliver a
simple speech, whose impact is still
felt and revered today.

Fourscore and seven years ago our
fathers brought forth on this conti‑
nent a new nation, conceived in lib‑
erty and dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal. . . 

This is the basis on which Remem‐
brance Day observances were
established. This year’s Remem‐
brance Day Ceremony will be in
recognition of the 160th anniver‐
sary of President Lincoln’s deliv‐
ery of the Gettysburg Address.

At Oak Hill Memorial Park over
four hundred and twenty Civil War
veterans lie at rest in just the Grand
Army of the Republic Plot alone. Of
special significance were those indi‐
viduals who, after fighting on the
field of Gettysburg itself, came west
to dwell among us; to become mem‐
bers of our community; and to pro‐
vide a tangible reminder to our
reunited Nation. They carried on
the hopes, the dreams, and the unre‐
alized vitality of all those comrades
who fell in battle on the hallowed
ground of Gettysburg, Pennsylva‐
nia. This is the connective link that
brings our nation’s history togeth‐

er.

160th Remembrance Day Anniversary
Ceremony to be held Saturday, Nov. 18
at Oak Hill Memorial Park

Presentation High School
sophomore wins Gold Medal
Ava Injaty plans to start Taekwondo
nonprofit for low-income students

By William Bellou
Publisher

L
ocal resident Ava Injaty recently won a gold
medal at the International Taekwondo Federa‐
tion 2023 World Championships in Finland. 

Injaty is now transforming her personal win into
wins for other students. The sophomore at Presen‐
tation High School is building a nonprofit organiza‐
tion along with her twin brother to give back to her
community.

Ava had the honor of being the only world cham‐
pion from Team USA at the ITF 2023 World Cham‐
pionships. In 2022, she won a bronze medal at the
Taekwondo World Cup in Slovenia. At each of these
international competitions, Ava faced off against top

See GOLD MEDAL, page 5

The shuttered Pleasant Hills Golf Course sits at the northeast corner of South
White Road and Tully Road in San Jose. The area could be used for a future
housing development. Photo by Juan Estrada, Green Foothills

Plans for golf course homes could get a boost 

Ava Injaty

San Jose teacher
wins vacant seat on
San José-Evergreen
Community College
District Board

By William Bellou
Publisher

S
an Jose teacher Clay Hale has
won a vacant seat on a Santa
Clara County college board. 

Hale said he intends to seek a
full four‐year term on the Novem‐
ber 2024 ballot.

Hale ran for the District 7 seat
on the seven‐person board when
it became vacant due to the res‐
ignation of San Jose City Coun‐
cilmember Omar Torres, who won
election to his city's governing
body last November.

Hale was one of five candidates
seeking to serve out the remain‐
der of Torres' term through the

end of next year. He took the top
spot on election night with 47%
of ballots cast and has maintained
that share of the vote ever since. 

Hale, 28, who works for the East
Side Union High School District,
will be sworn into his seat Decem‐
ber 12. 

"Because of you and your hard
work — from the day we launched
our campaign to election night —
we now have a teacher's voice at
the table advocating for the edu‐
cation all our students deserve,"
said Hale. "Our campaign was
driven by our commitment to 

See BOARD, page 9
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Santa Clara Co.
to help homeless
veterans with
acquisition of 
housing facility 
in San José
A

s American families celebrat‐
ed Veterans Day, local and
state officials from Santa Clara

County celebrated its big step to end
veteran homelessness by acquiring
the Homeless Veterans Emergency
Housing Facility, HVEHF, in San José. 

“The County of Santa Clara cares
about our veterans and the acquisi‐
tion of this site is a key step in mak‐
ing sure every veteran has housing,”
said Santa Clara County Supervisor
Otto Lee. “Homelessness continues
to be our greatest challenge, but know‐
ing those who served our nation are
unhoused is heartbreaking ‐ and why
this matter is such a high priority.”

The County Board of Supervisors
approved purchase of this site on
September 19, 2023 in an effort to
enhance a core resource for the more
than 64,000 veterans in the South
Bay. Since 2009, the HVEHF has pro‐
vided transitional housing at this site,

serving more than 6,000 veterans
and being a key linkage to Veterans
Affairs, VA, support.

California State Senator Dave
Cortese shared, “I am incredibly
proud of the County of Santa Clara's
continued commitment to those who
served our country through the
acquisition of the Homeless Veter‐
ans Emergency Housing Facility on

Kirk Avenue. Since we opened this
facility back in 2009, it has served
as a lifeline for thousands of veter‐
ans, offering transitional housing and
access to VA services. With this acqui‐
sition and expansion, we are one step
closer to ending veteran homeless‐
ness in our County.”

Supervisor Lee added, “This 4.3
acre site at 10 Kirk Avenue will not

only serve as transitional housing
for our veterans, but will be reno‐
vated and more housing and veter‐
an services will be co‐located to serve
many more veterans in the near
future. They have served our coun‐
try honorably and it is only right for
our County to take care of them in
their time of need upon their return‐

ing home.”
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Golf course
Continued from page 1
of the most significant sites for residential
development within the unincorporated
county during the 2023‐2031 planning peri‐
od,” Santa Clara County staffers stated in a
document prepared for an Oct. 17 meeting
of the Board of Supervisors. 

The backers of a plan to rezone the prop‐
erty and develop thousands of residences are
real estate executives Tony Arreola and Mark

Lazzarini of Lakeside Community. 
It’s possible that nearly 4,000 housing units

could be developed on the golf course site,
according to estimates contained in the coun‐
ty staff report, and could include stores, restau‐
rants, and other retailers. 

The developers said they have begun a
process to obtain input from neighbors and
other interested parties about the concept of
rezoning the golf course land. 

Editor’s note: The golf course development
is a city‑led project.   

Gold medal
Continued from page 1
competitors from around the world. The
journey to competing started in 2014, with
intensive training starting last September.

Competing in countries like Slovenia and
Finland and going through intensive train‐
ing in Western Ukraine have given Ava the
opportunity to grow as an athlete and as a
person. 

Her success while pursuing her athletic
goals has been possible, in part, due to the
support of her community at Presentation
High School. She wants to help make these
same dreams a reality for students who may
not otherwise have the chance to shine on
a competitive level.

Ava Injaty says that Taekwondo has
opened her up to many opportunities and
helped her grow. Photo by Milagros Malave
Photography.

“Taekwondo has opened me up to so many
more opportunities and helped me grow
more, both as a person and as an athlete,
than I could have ever imagined,” Ava said.

The nonprofit will hold Taekwondo class‐
es for students from low‐income commu‐
nities. Ava and her twin Ryan, both of whom
are International Taekwondo Federation
(ITF) certified instructors, will teach these
classes twice a week.

The plan is to launch the school in the
spring of 2024 before Ava goes back to train‐
ing for her next competitions in Argentina
in 2024 and Croatia in 2025.

Ava Injaty

By William Bellou
Publisher

S
anta Clara County Parks is thrilled to
announce the commemoration of the
25th anniversary of Fantasy of Lights,

an awe‐inspiring holiday extravaganza.
Anticipation is high with an estimated influx
of more than 25,000 vehicles expected to
drive‐thru Vasona Lake County Park in Los
Gatos. 

From Tuesday, December 5 through Sat‐
urday, December 30, families are invited to
experience the magic of a 1.5‐mile drive‐
thru adorned with sparkling holiday lights
and over 50 themed holiday displays.
Favorite attractions, including a thrilling
dinosaur den with an erupting volcano, an
engaging display of playful penguins, Santa
shooting hoops and a dazzling tunnel of
moving lights, are set to captivate attendees
of all ages.

To secure admission, tickets must be pur‐
chased in advance as no tickets will be sold
at the gate. Tickets can be purchased by the
desired day and time of entrance (30‐minute
periods between 6:00pm and 9:30pm). 

Drive‑thru Event Pricing
$30 per vehicle (up to 12 people)
$50 large vehicle (capacity 13‐20)
$100 oversized vehicle (capacity 21+)
Processing fees are additional
Fantasy of Lights would not be possible

without the generous support of our loyal

media sponsors: The Breeze 98.1FM, Tele‐
mundo TV48, NBC Bay Area, El Observador,
Cinelux Theatres, and News For Chinese.

Vasona Lake County Park is located at 333
Blossom Hill Rd, Los Gatos, CA95032. For
directions, ticketing and more information
visit www.parkhere.org or call (408) 355‐
2201. Fantasy of Lights is proudly present‐
ed by Santa Clara County Department of
Parks and Recreation.

Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation
Department has provided recreational
opportunities, beautiful parks and precious
natural resources for Santa Clara County
residents for more than 60 years. This gold‐
en legacy has resulted in one of the largest
regional park systems in the State of Cali‐
fornia. 

Santa Clara County Parks celebrates 25
enchanting years of Fantasy of Lights



S
tarting December 8, the Choir
of Foxworthy Baptist Church
will celebrate 40 years of shar‐

ing The Christmas Gift San Jose
musical production with the local
community at their church locat‐
ed at 1774 Foxworthy Avenue in
San Jose.

In 1984, Pastor Don Fugate, and
his wife, Diann had a dream of shar‐
ing a musical Christmas gift with
the community. That year, The
Christmas Gift, The San Jose musi‐
cal production, was presented mul‐
tiple times at The Montgomery The‐
ater in downtown San Jose. By the
third year, the production had
moved to The Civic Auditorium. 

Since the church didn’t charge

admission, they could only reserve
one night in 1987 and instead, made
the decision to transform the
church auditorium into a theater,
complete with proscenium and cur‐
tain, where they presented the
musical 8 times over two week‐
ends. That plan has remained in
place every year since then.

Major milestone
This 40th anniversary produc‐

tion marks a major milestone for
the church and its singers. There
are still five singers who have par‐
ticipated in all previous produc‐
tions. 

In the first half of the musical, the
choir sings many favorite Christmas
songs including White Christmas,

Walkin’ in a Winter Wonderland
and Snow. There is always a “Chil‐
dren’s Medley” that features
favorite Christmas characters like
Frosty, Rudolph and the Grinch.
There are also comedic videos
included in the production; even

falling snow!
During the intermission, the audi‐

ence is treated to homemade cook‐
ies, coffee, tea and punch.

The second half of the musical
centers on the manger and the birth
of Jesus. Through songs and Scrip‐

ture, the Christmas story is vivid‐
ly portrayed. Pastor Don Fugate
shares a brief Gospel presentation
and sends the audience home with
a smile on their faces and joy in
their hearts.

Even during the COVID shutdown
in 2020, The Christmas Gift to San
Jose was still presented to the com‐
munity. The choir videotaped their
production and showed it daily in
December on the church’s website,
on Facebook. YouTube and on CRE‐
ATV. There were over 8,000 views
of the musical that year!

Over the past 39 years, more than
80,000 people have attended the
musical production and it has been
enjoyed by multiple generations.
Children who attended those early
productions are coming back with
their children. Multiplied thousands
have prayed the “Sinner’s Prayer”
with Pastor Don and have com‐
mitted their lives to Jesus Christ.

356 singers and cast members
have been part of The Christmas
Gift to San Jose through the years.
In honor of the 40th anniversary,
they will have a special Alumni Ban‐
quet at Orchard City Banquet Hall
on Thursday, December 7th. The
church is inviting all former cast
members to join them for the ban‐
quet and to sing with them on Open‐
ing Night.

This year’s free performances will
be shared 6 times over the week‐
end of December 8‐10; Friday,
December 8th @ 7pm; Saturday,
December 9th @ 2pm & 7pm; Sun‐
day, December 10th @ 11am; 2pm
& 7pm. 

Along with sharing the musical
at the church, The Christmas Gift
Choir will be singing at Christmas
in the Park, at Santana Row and
will be featured in the Los Gatos Hol‐
iday Parade.

Pastor Don Fugate shares, “It has
been an honor to share the joy of
the season and the Good News of
the Gospel with our community all
of these years.”

Editor’s note: For further infor‑
mation, check out the church web‑
site at www.foxworthy.org or call
Pastor Don Fugate at (408) 455‑
2948.
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Choir of Foxworthy Baptist Church 
celebrates 40 years of sharing The
Christmas Gift musical show Dec. 8



The ‘Nutcracker’ will be presented
at SJ Center for the Performing
Arts December 8‑10

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
his year’s 58th The Nutcracker by San Jose Dance The‐

atre, will not only entertain audiences with the clas‐

sic Christmas story of a girl’s dream of a waltz of flow‐

ers and the Sugar Plum Fairy, but it will also be a dream

come true for this year’s Clara, Anika Sison.

Dancing the role of Clara in “The Nutcracker” has always

been a dream and goal for Anika, since she saw her first Nut‐

cracker performance at four years old at the San Jose Cen‐

ter for Performing Arts. At the time, she had been taking

dance lessons for two years at a local dance studio. Fast for‐

ward to almost 10 years later, she’ll finally dance in the role

of Clara in the same theater where she saw her first Nut‐

cracker, and with the same production that inspired her to

focus on her ballet training.

“I remember the first time that she saw the Sugar Plum

Fairy enter the stage. She watched every movement intense‐

ly, her jaw dropped, and I don’t think she blinked that much”

laughed her mom, Cathe Huynh‐Sison. After the show, Anika

asked her mom how she can dance like the Sugar Plum Fairy

on stage. “You have to work really hard in your ballet class,

stay focused, and get to pointe level,” her mom answered.

Determined, focused and competitive from a young age,

Anika has worked very hard through the years. She audi‐

tioned for the 53rd production of “The Nutcracker” and was

cast in the roles of Soldier and Lamb in her first Nutcrack‐

er performance. The following year, she transitioned her train‐

ing to San Jose Dance Theatre, a ballet company and acad‐

emy, to focus on her classical ballet training at the age of 9.

She blossomed under the guidance of Linda Hurksman, the

former Artistic Director of SJDT.

Now in SJDT’s Pre‐Professional Program (under the guid‐

ance of SJDT’s current Artistic Director, Mariana Zschoerp‐

er, and Associate Artistic Director, Augusto Silva), Anika

trains full‐time 5‐6 days each week while maintaining rig‐

orous middle school academic courses at St. John Vianney

Catholic School. “Anika has proved herself to be a dedicat‐

ed and focused dancer throughout her years at our ballet

academy. While she is blessed with natural ability, she also

has a very sharp mind. We have seen her blossom in her

training and become a truly impressive dancer,” mentioned

Elizabeth Sweeney, Executive Director of San Jose Dance

Theatre. “Anika has come a long way since she was a little

lamb in the Nutcracker Marzipan divertissement.”

About The Original San Jose Nutcracker
San José Dance Theatre is thrilled to return this live pro‐

duction of The Nutcracker on stage at the magnificent San

Jose Center for the Performing Arts in Downtown San Jose,

December 8‐10, 2023. This year, San Jose Dance Theatre

audiences will be awed by the grace and talent of a profes‐

sional company dancing beside the youth ensemble.  They

are accompanied again by a live orchestra under the direc‐

tion of Scott Krijnen conducting the Cambrian Symphony. 

Editor’s note: Tickets to the Original San Jose Nutcracker
production are available at www.sjnutcracker.com
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Clear trackable goals are 
important to track City’s
progress on crucial issues

By Matt Mahan

I
n Silicon Valley, dashboards, metrics, daily standups,

and other performance management tools are as com‐

mon as bureaucracy is in government. It’s my goal to

change that. 

Without setting clear goals, tracking progress, and react‐

ing to real‐time performance data at City Hall, we can’t

move the needle on the issues that matter most. 

As you know, I ran for office to

hold City Hall accountable for

delivering better outcomes; to set

clear and achievable goals with

a reasonable timeframe; to meas‐

ure results and to focus on the

basic priorities that matter most

to all of our residents. And last

week, we took a step in the right

direction. 

City Council voted unanimous‐

ly to embrace a new tool of trans‐

parency and performance man‐

agement. We will soon see score‐

cards and dashboards become

accessible online so that anyone

can track our progress. They will

focus on the basic responsibili‐

ties of government: providing community safety, cleaning

up our neighborhoods, ensuring everyone has at least basic

shelter, and attracting and facilitating investment in jobs

and housing. 

In addition to regularly surveying the community to

ensure our residents’ priorities and experiences are at the

center of our work, these tools of transparency will track

data like crime rates, the number of people exiting and

entering homelessness, blight response times, permit time‐

lines and other key success metrics to show whether what

we are doing is moving the needle. 

And the truth is, we have a long way to go. Not just in

solving our biggest issues, but in understanding the best

way to track and share our work with all of you and build

a more iterative and performance‐ and outcome‐driven

See MAYOR, page 9

From the
Mayor
Matt Mahan

Mayor, San Jose

Dreams do come true for ballerina Clara

Taking on the role of Clara in this year’s Nutcracker are Anika
Sison (left, Cast 1) and Ranya Farooque (right, Cast 2) 
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Orchestra performs Brahms, Wranitzky,
Mendelssohn and Blacher; Ticket pur‑
chases now available online

T
he San Jose Youth Symphony’s Philharmon‐
ic Orchestra, under the artistic leadership of
Music Director and Conductor Yair Samet,

presents its 2023‐24 Season Opener Concert to be
held on Saturday, December 2, 2023, 7 pm, at the
Mexican Heritage Plaza Theater, 1700 Alum Rock
Avenue, San Jose, CA.

The orchestra will open with Brahms’s light and
engaging Academic Festival Overture, and close
with Blacher’s big, beautiful and exciting Orches‐
tral Variations on a Theme of Paganini. 

This concert will also feature three winners from
the 2023 Young Artists’ Competition, proudly spon‐
sored by the San Jose Symphony Foundation*. Out‐
standing young soloists, Isaac Chan & Dylan
Nguyen, violists, will perform Wranitzky’s Con‐
certo for Two Violas and Orchestra; and An‐Po
Chen, violinist, will perform Mendelssohn’s Vio‐
lin Concerto.

Isaac Chan is a high school
senior at Milpitas High
School and has been playing
viola since he was 7 years
old. He has been with the San
Jose Youth Symphony since
2019 and is currently in his
third year with the Philhar‐
monic Orchestra.

Dylan Nguyen is also a stu‐
dent at Milpitas High School
and started to learn piano at
age 5 first and then viola at
age 8, with private teacher,
Hien Ngo. He has been with
the San Jose Youth Sympho‐
ny’s Philharmonic Orchestra
for the past two years.

An‑Po Chen, violinist, is 16
years old and currently
attending Archbishop Mitty
High School. This is his sec‐
ond season with the San Jose
Youth Symphony’s Philhar‐
monic Orchestra. 

The San Jose Youth Sym‐
phony (SJYS) is one of the old‐
est and finest youth orches‐
tras on the West Coast of the U.S. Founded over
seven decades ago as part of the former San Jose
Symphony, SJYS has a rich tradition of musical per‐
formance and education.

The musicians of SJYS, all school‐age youth, are
chosen from more than 650 applicants through our
annual auditions. The SJYS comprises 12 distinct
performing ensembles: two full orchestras, a Cham‐
ber orchestra, two flute choirs, two string ensem‐
bles, as well as winds, harp, saxophone, percussion,
and jazz ensembles.

To purchase tickets online, visit https://sjys.org/
product‐category/tickets

San Jose Youth Symphony’s Philharmonic
Orchestra Season Opener Concert Dec. 2 By William Bellou

Publisher

T
he Santa Clara County Horse‐
men’s Association Fall Festival
attracted hundreds of people

to experience the joy and wonder of
horses on Oct. 14 at the associations
McKean Road property. 

The event featured a mounted drill
team performance, English jumping
demonstration, horse crafts, groom‐
ing and photo booth stations, dozens
of horse breeds, and fresh grilled lunch.
It was truly a community celebration! 

Adults and children attending the
event had a chance, many for the
first time, to meet horses and com‐
munity members looking for a slow‐
er pace of life.

“There is nothing more exciting
than being present in the moment
when   children’s faces light up when
they watch a horse nibble on a car‐
rot from their outstretched hands or
witnessing an adult’s’ heart skipping
a beat when they see horses running
in the field, said event coordinator
Rachael Parakh. “The open house
made incredible lifelong memories
for individuals, couples, and families
from all nationalities, who gave us
the grand honor of attending our
event. We wanted each and every‐
one to feel welcome with us in the

countryside and to fall in love with
horses! In fact, that's the focus of our
mission: "to promote good fellowship
between horsemen and a greater
understanding of horses.” 

The oldest Horse Association,
Santa Clara County, was formed in
1939 and has played an important
role in the Almaden Valley and
helped to establish the California
State Horsemen’s Association. Their
clubhouse serves as a meeting hall
for weddings, school dances, ban‐
quets, and community organiza‐
tions. Their arena hosts many eques‐
trian playdays and buckle shows for
surrounding riders. 

The organization is currently part‐
nering with the Santa Clara County
Parks Department to bring shared‐
use trail safety to park visitors and
working with Almaden Quicksilver
and Santa Clara Preservation Alliance
to highlight the historic value of the
area and ranching culture. 

To learn more about their associ‐
ation or to see a list of local places to
ride horses, head to their new web‐
site: horsemens.org.

Editor’s note: The next Bay Area
horsemen’s event will be hosted by the
San Martin Horsemen’s Association
with Caroling on December 16th at
Harvey Bear Ranch.

County Horsemen’s Association Fall Festival
attracts hundreds to experience joy of horses
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Holidays at the
Ainsley House
Nov. 16 – Dec. 21

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
he Ainsley House is getting ready to
open this holiday season with Holiday
events for the whole family, including

Holiday Teas & Tours, Holiday Boutique,
Evening Open Houses, and Photos with Santa
November 16 ‐ December 21.

The Ainsley House, located in Campbell,
CA, will be decorated with the theme Christ‐
mas Cravings. Discover how each room in
the House is inspired by favorite Holiday
cravings. You will find a gingerbread room,
candy cane corner, a Christmas Spice spec‐
tacular, and more. 

Tours 
Tours through the Ainsley House will be

unguided and self‐paced. The Ainsley House
and Boutique will be open Thursdays‐Sun‐
days, from 11 am‐3 pm beginning Nov. 16;
closed on Thanksgiving Day. 

Tour admission is $10 for adults (18‐64),
seniors (65+) $8 youth aged 7‐17 $6, Muse‐
um members are free. The Holiday Boutique
is located in the Carriage House as well as
in several rooms on the first floor of the Ains‐
ley House. 

In the Boutique you will find unique sea‐
sonal gifts, ornaments, jewelry, scarves, and
much more. The Boutique will be open dur‐
ing public visiting hours.

The Campbell Museum 
Foundation’s annual Holiday fundraiser:

Holiday Teas and Tours will take place
December 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, and 10. Seating will
take place at 12pm. The tea menu includes

finger sandwiches, champagne, a special
Ainsley blend tea, and tasty treats in the Car‐
riage House, followed by a self‐guided tour
of the Ainsley House. Admission is $60/ Gen‐
eral Public and $55/ Museum Member. 

Admission proceeds go toward support‐
ing education programs and preservation
efforts at the Campbell Historical Museum
and Ainsley House. Reservations are required
for the teas and can be made at www.camp‐
bellmuseums.com. Reservations for the Hol‐
iday Teas and Tours are open now.

Santa Claus will make a special appearance
at the Ainsley House on Saturday, Decem‐
ber 2 from 9 a.m.‐12pm. He will greet fam‐
ilies and kids in the Sunporch room of the
Ainsley House surrounded by a decorated
Holiday scene. Reservations to take photos
with Santa will be 9a.m.‐ 10am, 10 a.m.,
11a.m.and 11 a.m.‐12 p.m. 

While families wait to see Santa, there will
be hot chocolate and holiday craft tables.
Santa reservations can be made at
www.campbellmuseums.com and admis‐
sion is $10 per family.

For more info, visit www.campbellmuse‐
ums.org.

Mayor
Continued from page 7
culture in government. This is the first iter‐
ation of what I know will be a long process.
But as we get it right, City Hall will deliver
results better, faster and more efficiently
than ever. 

I welcome your thoughts and feedback
on these new tools. They will be available
online starting in December for everyone
to view and track our progress on the basics
and, in the meantime, you can find the draft
scorecards and dashboards by visiting
https://tinyurl.com/48r354ve

Thank you for staying engaged and push‐
ing for better outcomes.

Board
Continued from page 1
prioritize the needs and well‐being of our
students, faculty, and staff above all else.
I am grateful and humbled by your sup‐
port."

A first‐time candidate with little name
recognition in this year's race, he said that
by being an out educator, hewill be a strong
advocate for the college district's LGBTQ
students, staff, and faculty.

"We are really excited our community
gave an opportunity for a teacher to cre‐
ate a more equitable education opportu‐
nity for students," Hale said. 
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SHAWN 
ANSARI

shawn.ansari@compass.com
www.ShawnAnsari.com

DRE #01088988

(408) 529-4574

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

REALTORS: YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!
STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE! Call now to
place your ad by phone: (408) 494-7000

REAL ESTATE GUIDE Valley Water 
makes progress 
at Anderson Dam

By John Varela

I
t has been just over two years since Valley Water
broke ground at Anderson Dam with the prom‐
ise to protect the public and secure Santa Clara

County’s water supply. Since then, our agency has
made tremendous progress on this vital public safe‐
ty and water supply project. 

Currently our work at the site is focused on build‐
ing a new, larger outlet tunnel next to the dam. As
of mid‐October, contractors excavated more than
1,000 feet of the 1,736‐foot‐long tunnel, which will
provide greater control over reservoir water lev‐
els. 

We anticipate the work on the outlet tunnel will
take another two years to finish, and once that is
done, Valley Water will begin rebuilding the dam
and spillway.

Rebuilding Anderson Dam is Valley Water’s top
priority. This project will help ensure public safe‐
ty, protect our regional water supply and provide
environmental benefits for generations to come.

At the beginning of September, our agency reached
a milestone with the release of the Anderson Dam
Seismic Retrofit Project Draft Environmental Impact
Report. This document identifies environmental
impacts associated with our plan to rebuild Ander‐
son Dam to modern‐day seismic safety standards. 

Following this document’s release, our agency

held a successful and well‐attended public meeting
in Morgan Hill to provide information and give the
community an opportunity to share thoughts and
concerns. I’d like to thank everyone who attended
and provided us with their feedback.

Valley Water also recently released a terrific video
highlighting our tunneling work. You can view the
video on our YouTube channel at www.youtube.
com/@Valleywater/videos.

I know this project is of great interest to our com‐
munity. We look forward to keeping you informed
of our progress.

John L. Varela is Chair of the Valley Water Board
of Directors. For further information, contact John L.
Varela at jvarela@valleywater.org.

Pictured is the new concrete “soil nail wall” next to the base
of Anderson Dam, which reinforces the earthen slope to sup-
port a 24-foot tunnel that will be excavated through to the
inside of the reservoir. Photo contributed by Valley Water
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete 

programs for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or
just need some supplemental instruction to improve your driving

skills, we are just the school for you! We believe Advantage Driving
School offers a great combination of experienced driving instructors

and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182;

Email: info@advantagedriversed.com
Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000TimesClassifieds
Limousine Service

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
Village Square Branch
Library (4001 Ever-
green Village Square
San Jose, CA 95135). 
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Worship Service and
Dinner” (Community
Room) 10/29/23 at
3:00pm. “Bible Study”
(Group Study Room)
every Saturday at
12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our community
and the world with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
OUR MINISTRY:  Train-
ing ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in need
of His love.
OUR PASSION:  Trans-
forming lives within our
community with God’s
love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful

followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellowship
and outreach, we strive
to nurture and grow a
strong faith community
of believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important part of God's
family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to

practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

promise to our mem-
bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We
offer spiritual opportu-
nities for all ages,
including children's
liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High,
IGNITE - High School
and North Star -Young
Adult Ministries, along
with small faith com-
munities and opportu-
nities to help the poor

and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Pre-
school is the only
Catholic Preschool
offering quality family
oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our
Chapel, Gathering Hall,
Parish Office, Mission
Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Gar-
den and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San
Felipe Rd. Please come
join us to worship at
one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday
5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi
Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday
of the month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated
Community (Cribari
Auditorium) Sunday

8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission
Center open M-F 9:00
AM -12:00 PM; 1:00
PM - 4:00 PM. Come
join us and share your
presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our
gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations.
Bachelor's in International
Trade related. $62421/yr, 

Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Employment
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