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 SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

 
Is Your Headache Driving You           ?

Schedule your first appointment by December 2, 2023 and receive a 

FREE Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

Nuts Headaches Have Several Causes

Should 
You

 Worry?

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE: LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

American Steel Building

15% 15% OFFOFFHURRY!  
NOW

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

  PROPANE AVAILABLE PROPANE AVAILABLE 
including for including for 
Motor HomesMotor Homes

ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

WE HAVE 

AMMO

WE HAVE WE HAVE 
LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT

UP
TO

HOURS: Mon.- Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

ESKIMO ESKAPE 2400 INSULATED SLED SHELTER

Starting atStarting at
$$6296299898  

Lift ChairsLift Chairs ON SALE!

Insulated  • Portable • Easy = Fish More Often & Longer!
2-person flip-over with 
dual side-door entry

The heavy-gauge 
sled fits easily into 

the back of most any 
crew-cab pickup, under 

a tonneau cover! 
 Sled Base: 60" x 37" x 10"H 
Setup Size: 60"x 99"x 75.5"H 
Pack Size: 60" x 42" x 22"H 

Weight: 96 lbs.

$$7997999999

TV STANDS W/ FIREPLACE ON SALE! TOYLANDTOYLAND NOW OPEN!
 NOW OPEN!

TOYLANDTOYLAND NOW OPEN!
 NOW OPEN!

HURRY FOR BEST SELECTION
NEW TOYS ADDED DAILY!

BLACK FRIDAYBLACK FRIDAY StartsStarts
NOW!NOW!

Start Saving Today!Start Saving Today!Start Saving Today!Start Saving Today!

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: 9-5 Mon - Sat; 11-4 Sun

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!*

* on In Stock Items

 Locally 
Owned and 
Operated

Trestle Table Trestle Table 
and 6 Chairsand 6 Chairs

Table extends up to 10 feet  
Compare price: $5,999

Black Friday Price: 
$$997 997 

Solid Wood 

StorageStorage
 Trunks Trunks

Compare price: $1,099
Black

Friday Price: 
$$197 197 

Live Edge Table Live Edge Table 
and 4 Stoolsand 4 Stools

Natural or Chestnut FinishNatural or Chestnut Finish
Compare price: $1,699 

Black Friday Price:Black Friday Price:  
$$497 497 

Matching BuffetMatching Buffet
 Compare price: $2,499

Black Friday Price: 
$$497497  

5 x 7 Assorted
 Floor Rugs
Compare prices

 from $399 - $569

Black Friday 
Price:

$$3737

Starting at

  $$9797  
Black Friday Price:  $$47 47 

Limited Quantities of All Sizes of  

Upholstered Bed FramesUpholstered Bed Frames

Assorted twin-size  HeadboardsHeadboards

Compare price: $999

Compare price: $499

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd. • Deerwood
 ruttgers.com • 800-450-4545  

At the

THURSDAY
NOV 30

6-8:30 pm

White Oak Grill 
17698 MN-6

DEERWOOD, MN 

INSPIRATION
16x20 ACRYLIC ON CANVAS

LUMBERJACK GNOME

 $40
PER PERSON 

 18+
ADULT EVENT

FOOD & BEVERAGE ADDITIONAL Go to ruttgers.com to sign up!

White Oak is OPEN!
Thursday 4-8pm

Friday/Saturday 8am-8pm
Sunday 8am-3pm 

Retail Shops 
are OPEN

at the Golf Shop next to 
White Oak Grill Stack 'em Up Sale Nov. 15-19! 

Wednesday-Sunday 9am-4pm 

Stack Your Clothing Sale
Rack Up the SAVINGS! 

Stack Your Clothing Sale
Rack Up the SAVINGS! 

One 10% off • Two 20% off
Three or more 30% off! 

Discount includes Jackets, Tops, Jeans and Boots! 

Ruttger's Winter MarketRuttger's Winter MarketRuttger's Winter Market

Most state park offices 
and visitor centers will be 
minimally staffed on Nov. 24, 
so visitors are encouraged to 
plan ahead and arrive pre-
pared for their visit.

Check visitor alerts and 
find directions on state park 
webpages (mndnr.gov/park-
list).

Check the weather forecast 
before leaving home, and 

dress appropriately for the 
conditions. Be sure to pack 
water and snacks.

For more information, visit 
the free park day webpage 
(mndnr.gov/freeparkdays).
Here are the fee-free dates 
in 2024:

Monday, January 15
Saturday, April 27
Saturday, June 8
Friday, November 29

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources is 
waiving entrance fees to all 
75 state parks and recreation 
areas on Friday, Nov. 24 – the 
day after Thanksgiving. This 
“Free Park Day” is one of 
four days each year when the 
DNR waives the requirement 
for a vehicle permit at state 
parks and recreation areas. 
The goal of Free Park Days 
is to encourage Minnesotans 
to get outdoors and enjoy the 
health and wellness benefits 
of spending time in nature.

“During the hustle and 
bustle of the busy holiday 

season, Minnesota state parks 
and recreation areas are the 
perfect places to enjoy the 
tranquility of nature,” said 
Ann Pierce, director of the 
DNR Parks and Trails Divi-
sion. “We encourage people 
to get outside with friends 
and family after Thanksgiv-
ing gatherings to enjoy the 
calming sights and sounds 
of nature.”

Many published studies 
show the positive physical 
and mental health benefits 
of spending time in nature. 
According to the American 
Psychological Association, 

the calming and restorative 
qualities of nature help lower 
cortisol levels, which leads to 
reduced stress and improved 
cognitive function.

Some state parks will offer 
naturalist programs on Nov. 
24. Among the programs 
planned on Free Park Day are 
guided nature walks at White-
water, Wild River and Split 
Rock Lighthouse state parks. 
Most naturalist programs are 
free, but sometimes require 
advance registration. Check 
the parks and trails event 
calendar webpage (mndnr.
gov/ptcalendar) for details.

Free entrance to Minnesota state parks and recreation areas

Bridges of Hope coordi-
nates a Thanksgiving meal 
program each year as a part of 
its mission to build bridges of 
support, anchored in Christ’s 
love, between families in 
need and the community as-
sets that can help them thrive 
and gain hope. This year, 
Bridges of Hope matched 
205 families in need with 
generous individuals, clubs, 
businesses, and churches. 
The project has operated at 
Bridge of Hope for more than 
15 years and is a community 
favorite.

Sponsors shop for, pack, 
and deliver meals during the 
week of Thanksgiving, to en-
sure that these households do 
not go without a Thanksgiving 
meal. In addition, individuals 
who are interested are direct-

ed to other resources such 
as community meals if that 
social interaction is desired. 
The goal is to share com-
passion with our neighbors 
in need while streamlining 
and coordinating with other 
agencies offering similar 
meal programs to reduce 
duplication.

If you would like to help 
Bridges of Hope assist more 
community members in need 
through Resource Connec-
tion Services, Operation 
Sandwich, or our shelter, 
The Bridge on 7th, donations 
can be sent to PO Box 742, 
Brainerd, MN 56401 or made 
online at www.bridgesof-
hopemn.org.

Bridges of Hope has been 
serving the Lakes Area for 
more than 20 years.

Donations sought

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
THURSDAY, NOV. 23
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CASH 4  JUNK CARSCASH 4  JUNK CARS
AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY
Call 218-839-3371Call 218-839-3371

CROW WING COUNTY LANDFILL
Open Mon – Sat / 8am to 5pm (April to October)

For more information,
please call 218-824-1010.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow 
Wing County for recycling and disposal needs. 

• Household Garbage
• Fiberglass boats
• Mattresses
• Furniture
• Mobile Homes
• Free recycling of lead-acid car/

marine batteries - NOT to be 
disposed of in the landfill

• Free compost of lawn and garden 
material (please separate brush 
and branches)

• Recycling of used oil filters
and anti-freeze

• Free oil recycling at the landfill and 

the County. Visit our webpage for 
 

www.crowwing.us and search “oil.”
• Demolition materials may be 

disposed in the demolition landfill 
for a fee

• Large appliances, electronics, tires 
with or without rims, and scrap 
metals can be disposed at the site 
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The Following Items are Accepted

Open Mon – Friday / 8am to 5pm  (November to March)

TYKE’S CARPET Castle
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd • 218-829-3878 

Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

  TYKE’S CARPET CASTLETYKE’S CARPET CASTLE
OVER 

165,000
 SQ. FT. 

IN STOCK!

  9999¢¢ SQ. FT.SQ. FT.

BUY IT TODAY, GET TODAY!

  REMNANTS  REMNANTS    $10.95$10.95 SQ. YD.  SQ. YD. 

OVER  OVER  400400 ROLLS ROLLS

ON IN-STOCK GOODS 

SALESALE    Going Going 
on now on now 

$$115555OROR$$13139595
SQ. YD. SQ. YD. SQ. FT. SQ. FT. 

All First Quality Merchandise!All First Quality Merchandise!

OVER OVER 
500500

  TO CHOOSE TO CHOOSE 
FROM  FROM  

LLuxuryuxury VINYL PLANKING VINYL PLANKING
 STARTING AT STARTING AT

BUY A

REMNANT FROM 

TYKE’S AND WE

 WILL BIND IT!

OPEN TO MEMBERSHIP & GUESTS
Come and see what the Moose is about!

Aitkin Moose Lodge
22 4th St. NE, Aitkin
  located 2 blocks north

of the stoplight turn right/ left side 
218-927-2072

Hours: Mon.-Fri. open at 4 p.m., Sat. open at Noon!  

Hall Available for Rent Hall Available for Rent (Seats 225) Weddings, (Seats 225) Weddings, 
Reunions, Graduation & Other EventsReunions, Graduation & Other Events

Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.
Meat RaffleMeat Raffle

Every Saturday Every Saturday 6 p.m. 6 p.m. 

 

Wed., Nov. 22Wed., Nov. 22 

Beef Stew
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Fri., Nov. 24 Fri., Nov. 24 .

Fish House Parade 
Beef Stew/ Hot Dogs

Sloppy Joes / Hot Drinks

Wed., Nov. 29Wed., Nov. 29. 

Super Burgers
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Woman of the MooseWoman of the Moose
Homemade Pizza Homemade Pizza 
Thurs.,  December 7 & 21 Thurs.,  December 7 & 21 

 1st & 3rd Thursdays 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  1st & 3rd Thursdays 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Full Service Lawn Care 
Lawn Mowing • Debris Removal • Snow Removal: 
Plowing and Blowing Sidewalks and Driveways 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for a

FREE
Quote

Fall Cleanup and Vacuum Leaf  Removal

 Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796

CONSERVATION TIP OF THE WEEK
NOVEMBER 21-27, 2023   

As part of its ongoing mission to educate the public about wise use of natural 
resources, Long Lake’s team of Environmental Educators will share simple, everyday 
Conservation Tips that everyone, including kids, can do. If everyone makes the effort 

to consume resources more wisely, we can help ensure a brighter future for the 
planet and make life better TODAY!

       

SWITCH TO CLOTH PAPER TOWELS
Instead of using paper towels, switch to cloth. Since cloth towels are reusable, 
they are more long-lasting, economical, and eco-friendly than paper towels. Buy 
natural fabrics like cotton & linen because they are compostable if they are not 
contaminated.

Nature Notes:
 • Weasels have turned white for the winter. The short-tailed and 
  long-tailed weasels have a black-tipped tail, the least weasel is all white.  
  The short-tailed weasel, when in its white winter coat, is called an ermine. 
 • Raccoons stay active as long as temperatures remain in the upper 20s  
  Fahrenheit. 
 • Listen for the hooting of the great horned owls.

STARGAZING NOTES, provided by the Minnesota Astronomical Society 
What’s happening in the starry sky this week?  
 • Saturn appears low in the south at nightfall. Below Saturn is Fomalhaut,  
  dubbed “the loneliest star” because it’s the only bright one in its patch  
  of sky. Fomalhaut’s constellation—Piscis Austrinus, the southern fish—is  
  one of the dimmest of all.
 • Nov. 18:  Leonid meteor shower peaks. Best viewing between midnight  
  and dawn.
 • Nov. 27:  Full moon

drug overdose, but Sam is no 
stranger to crime scenes. He 
suspects foul play.

 Attendees are free to bring 
a sack lunch or to just enjoy 

the light refreshments pro-
vided. No registration is re-
quired, and all are welcome.

For more information, con-
tact the library at 218-829-

5574 or visit the Friends 
of the Library’s Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
Friendsofthebrainerdpubli-
clibrary.

The Friends of the Brainerd 
Public Library Brown Bag 
Lunch Author Series meets 
in the large meeting room of 
the Brainerd Public Library 
on the first Monday of each 
month at 12:00 noon. 

The next meeting will be 

Monday, Dec. 4, 12:00 noon 
to 1:00 p.m. Minnesota au-
thor Cary J. Griffith will dis-
cuss his novel, “Killing Mon-
archs: A Sam Rivers Mystery.” 

In this outdoors mystery, 
there are two dead bod-
ies and too many coinci-
dences to ignore—special 
agent Sam Rivers must stop 
a murderous conspiracy. 
As a special agent for the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service, 
Rivers has researched and 
studied a variety of animals. 
He’s visiting sixth graders at 
Hopkins Elementary to share 
photographs of the monarch 
butterfly, and he’s brought 
along his drug-sniffing wolf-
dog, Gray, to give students a 
demonstration of his partner’s 
remarkable skills. Gray finds 
a sample drug packet, hidden 
by Sam, but that’s not all. The 

wolfdog keeps following his 
nose, leading Sam to a utility 
room where they discover 
the school’s janitor, dead. 
Local police write it off as a 

Minnesota author Cary Griffith to discuss his book “Killing Monarchs”

Author Cary J. Griffith
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Hoppers Helper’s Service DirectoryHoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Pet Care Service

Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.  	
tfn

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w47 2020

Appliance Sales & Service
Jim Blakesley Appliance Service & Repair 
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin 
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air  
Condit ions, Sept ic Protectors, and MORE. 
Authorized Platinum Star Service. tfn

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2018w39

Insurance

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 
5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

State officials recently in-
dicated plans to renovate a 
government office building 
will cost state taxpayers an 
astronomical $730 million, 
with interest alone calculated 
at $275 million. 

This is an egregious insult to 
taxpayers, many of whom are 
just now learning about this 
glaring abuse of their dollars 
after Democrats put the proj-
ect’s wheels in motion on a 
party-line vote late last year. 
Democrats formally introduced 
and approved the project in just 
one day, without the public 
debate, scrutiny or transpar-
ency a $730 million proposal 
warrants.

Such shameless Democrats 
actions come at a time Min-
nesotans continue to struggle 
with higher prices for everyday 
essentials in this Biden-Walz 
economy. Maybe some of the 
price-point taxpayer pain could 
have been offset by providing 
meaningful tax relief for all 
Minnesotans with the state’s 
$17.5 billion surplus, but Dem-
ocrats failed to do so.

They blew the surplus and 
spent $730 million on the 
State Office Building, home to 
offices of House members and 
staff. By comparison: 

The massive state Capitol 
renovation completed in 2017 
was about $310 million, less 
than half of the SOB project’s 
cost. 

Construction of an entirely 
new Minnesota Senate Build-
ing within the last decade was 
$90 million, one-eighth of the 

SOB price tag.
The cost for the SOB project 

equals $5.4 million PER House 
member. 

This fiscal mismanagement 
would be bad enough if it were 
isolated, but it’s not. Look at the 
light-rail project south of the 
Twin Cities that is years behind 
schedule and a billion dollars 
over budget. It was scheduled 
to be completed by 2018 for 
$1.25 billion. Now, it sits at 
$2.75 billion and is scheduled 
to be finished in 2027. There’s 
also the renovation of the 
governor’s mansion, which 
has grown from a $7 million 
proposal to a $12 million tax-
payer bill.

This is just a sliver of the 
spending abuse; we haven’t 
even gotten to actual fraud 
under lax Democrat watch. It 
begs the question: When will 
Minnesotans hold Democrats 
responsible for promising pop-
ular things like tax relief and 
support for law enforcement, 
only to break those promises 
– including failing to fully elim-
inate the tax on Social Security 
– despite public support?

Instead of making life more 
affordable for all Minnesotans, 
Democrats this year raised 
taxes by nearly $10 billion 
and increased state spending 
by 40 percent despite a $17.5 
billion surplus. Gov. Tim Walz 
promised to provide Minneso-
tans huge $2,000 rebate checks 
from the state’s historic surplus. 
Then, he and fellow Democrats 
spent the money themselves 
instead of returning it to over-

charged taxpayers.
The small rebate some Min-

nesotans did receive was tem-
porary, but Democrat tax hikes 
are permanent. Minnesotans 
are paying even more to get 
their car tabs renewed, register 
their boats, buy gas, order on-
line, buy a car and more. And 
workers face added taxes for an 
untested paid-leave system that 
eliminates private paid-leave 
benefits many workers already 
had and liked. 

Which brings us back to the 
$730 million worth of fiscal 
insanity Democrats exhibited 
with the House’s office reno-
vation. In fairness, the 90-year-
old State Office Building needs 
security upgrades, improve-
ments to the HVAC system, and 
better public accessibility. That 
said, alternatives were avail-
able to adequately renovate the 
SOB at a lower cost to respect 
Minnesota taxpayers. Instead, 
Democrats refused to consider 
reasonable options to contain 
costs and plowed ahead with 
extravagant blueprints report-
edly prepared by Manhattan 
architects with a main office 
on Park Avenue. 

This is just one stark example 
of how Democrats are siphon-
ing dollars from hardworking 
Minnesotans to fuel their own 
gluttony. It’s time to stop feed-
ing the ever-growing beast of 
big government. We must draw 
a hard line and let the Demo-
crats know enough is enough.!

Representative Ben Davis
Minnesota House
District 6A

Democrats sky-high renovation cost
READER RIBBETSREADER RIBBETS

Appliance Service & Repair
Aitkin

218-927-2027
1-888-450-8845

For more information call

Frigidaire
White-Westinghouse

Gibson
Kelvinator

Tappan 
Electrolux

Asko

  

Maytag
KitchenAid 

Amana
Jenn-Air

Roper
Whirlpool
Crosley

Amana Commercial Products
Frigidaire Commercial Products 
Kelvinator Commercial Products
Electrolux Commercial Products

AuthorizedAuthorized
PlatinumPlatinum

Star ServiceStar Service
Serving All Makes • Over 35 Years Experience

jlblak@embarqmail.com

RILEY’S NAPA RILEY’S NAPA 
AUTO SUPPLYAUTO SUPPLY

AITKIN • 218-927-2153

 LARGEST 
SELECTION 
of hydraulic hose & fittings

up thru 2” 4 wire 

MINNESOTA’SMINNESOTA’S

rileyautosupply.com

ONE OF

Want to see it in the NewsHopper?
Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

Send your photos, stories and community events to hopper@crosbyironton.net

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS
November  
18th - Hunting for the Holidays Craft Show, 9 a.m.-4 p.m at the Deerwood American Legion located at 23659 

Forest Road in Deerwood. A sloppy joe lunch is available.
20th - Free Meals for Seniors, 11 a.m.-12 p.m. Deerwood Auditorium
20th - Grief Support Group , 5 p.m. Heartwood Senior Living in Crosby 
21st - Red Cross Blood Drive 12-5 p.m. in the Deerwood Auditorium, sponsored by Garrison Bay Lake Area 

Lions
21st - Weight Loss Support Group, 6 p.m. Cuyuna Regional Medical Center - Virtual
22nd -  Walk with a Doc, 4:30 p.m. Hallett Community Center
24th - Aitkin’s “World Famous” Fish House Parade - Visit Santa, run the 5k, check out the vintage snowmobile 

display and buy a Fish House Parade raffle ticket. Catch the parade at 1pm in Downtown Aitkin. 
24th- Love & Dreams at the Ripple Center, at approximately 2 p.m. after the World Famous Fish House 

Parade in downtown Aitkin. This 10 piece multi-singer ensemble is a tribute to Captain & Tennille & Linda 
Ronstadt.

25th - Getting Loose on the Moose trail ride hosted by Over The Hills Gang ATV Club.
27th -  Grief Support Group, 5 p.m. Heartwood Senior Living in Crosby 
28th - IOU Mental Health Support Group, 2-3:30 p.m., 6-7:30 p.m. Cuyuna Regional Medical Center -  Free
28th - Dementia Caregiver Support, 1 p.m. Cuyuna Regional Medical Center Super One Conference Room
29th - Walk with a Doc, 4:30 p.m. Hallett Community Center in Crosby
30th  - Dec. 2–Cuyuna Christmas, cuyunachristmas.com
December 
2nd - Aitkin County Historical Society Cookie Walk  at the museum, 20 Pacific St. SW Aitkin  starting at 9:00 

a.m., going until sold out. Cookies are $6.00 per dozen. Varieties of cookies will be pre-wrapped in 1, 
2, 3, and 4 doz. packages. If you would like to pre-order cookies, call 218-927-3348 or email ACHS@
aitkincohs.org.  Pre-ordered cookies must be picked up by 11:00 a.m. on the day of the sale!  Proceeds 
support the Historical Society.

2nd - Cuyuna Christmas Lunch with Santa at the Deerwood Auditorium from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Murial Kingsley and Roberta Elvecrog work 
in the kitchen dishing up spaghetti.
		   Ann Schwartz photos

The colorguard enjoyed the homemade spaghetti lunch that was provided free to veterans at 
the American Legion in Aitkin. 

V e t e r a n s  D a y  w a s 
stretched out over several 
days as area groups found 
ways to honor current sol-

diers and veterans. Many 
res taurants  served f ree 
meals to veterans. Schools 
put on programs. Veterans 

clubs hosted vets and their 
families for free meals, such 
as here at the Aitkin Ameri-
can Legion.

Veterans Day celebrations abound 

The colorguard salutes the colors at the Amer-
ican Legion in Aitkin.

McGough Construction 
Company, St. Paul, is the gen-
eral contractor. They have 60 
years of experience building 
major commercial projects, 
according to their website.

By ANN SCHWARTZ
Among the lakes and 

woods south of Aitkin, a 
new, huge complex is being 
constructed.

A 51,000-plus square foot 
headquarters for the Mille 
Lacs Energy power and tech 
company is on a previously 
undeveloped 31-acre parcel 
at Hwy. 169 and 430th Av-
enue about 13 miles south 
of Aitkin. It is slab on grade 
and includes precast exterior 
walls and a steel joist roof. 
Spaces include multiple ga-
rage bays, a mechanic’s bay, 

wash bay, mezzanine, office 
space, board room and util-
ity spaces. Outside will be a 
secure pole yard, public and 
employee parking and green 
space.

Because the project is tak-
ing place in a woods and 
water area, much attention 
was paid to the sewer and 
pump system. There will 
be a mound sewage system 
with two holding tanks and a 
pump. The type 1 commercial 
mound is set at 1,300 gpd, 
along with a type II commer-
cial holding tank at 300 gpd.

Mille Lacs Energy’s new headquarters 
taking shape south of Aitkin

Mille Lacs Energy is moving from east Aitkin to about 13 miles south along Highway 169. 

McGough Construction is 
building the new headquar-
ters for Mille Lacs Energy. 
         Ann Schwartz photos
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To become a sponsor of the church 
directory contact Eric at 218-821-1393 

or hopper@crosbyironton.net 218-927-2027
 Toll free: 1-888-450-8845

Appliance Service & Repair

Call

www.NewsHopper.net

hopper@crosbyironton.net

CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & Tyrel LaValle, pastors; 

Worship 10:15 am & 6pm; youth group Wed. 6pm;  11-1st 
Street SW;  newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 9 & 10:45 

Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church (formerly The 

Journey North) Tom Hoffman, interim pastor, Worship 
10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - The Journey North, Worship 9 & 10:30, 218-824-
5617 thejourneynorth.com 

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 pm; Wed. 
Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  Pastor Chris Meirose; 927-3678; SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory Family night, KidMin grades 
kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 

Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 
Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, Rabi Frank Dell, 

for information 320-684-2804 

LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 

School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Cedarbrook — St. John’s (ELCA); Worship 8:30;  Holy 

Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 8:30; 

SS 10; Bible Study Wed. 7 pm; handicap accessible. 
218-546-6910

Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.
com • 218-692-3682 Kristin Oltmann, Senior Pastor; Becky 
Swanson, Associate Pastor Labor Day-Mem. Day: Sun. 
9:30am, Wed. 6:15pm; Mem. Day-Labor Day: Sun. Indoor 
8:30am, Outdoor 10am

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9:30, SS 10. 
Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. (Hand-
icap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS), Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 
10:30,  (alternates with Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 
Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(ELCA), Pastor Ericka Foss; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda (ELCA);  Comm. 1st & 3rd Sunday 

each month.
Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 

4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, 

MN 56425 
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30, Bible Study 

10:30; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.aitkinadventist.
org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler — Pine Lake Chapel, Worship 9, fellowship follows. 
Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services 

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Celebration of Life • Pre-Planning Services  

Jason Brezinsky 

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

Directors: www.srtfuneral.comJerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

Area Births, Open Houses, 
Engagements, Weddings  & 

Community Events are published FREE!  
Send your e-mail to hopper@crosbyironton.net

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

ROBERT CHERIOLI
Robert George Cherioli, 84, of 

Tamarack died Saturday, Nov. 
11, 2023 at Riverwood Health 
Care Center in Aitkin.  

Funeral service will be held 
at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, No-
vember 18, 2023 at Grace 
Lutheran Church, McGregor 
with Pastor Lorelie Robinson 

officiating. Visitation will be 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Saturday at the church.  
Military honors will be accorded by 
McGregor VFW Post #2747 and 

American Legion Post # 23 
He was born September 13, 1939 in Minneapolis 

to George Alexander and Esther Louise (Erickson) 
Cherioli.  He graduated from Edison High School 
in 1957.  He was a U.S. Navy Veteran serving from 
1958  to 1960.  He attended Dunwoody Institute and 
studied to be an Electrician and graduated from the 
IBEW Local #292 Apprenticeship in 1964.  Robert 
was united in marriage to Diane Marie Fahrendorff 

on June 22, 1963 in Minneapolis.  The family lived 
in Minneapolis until 1979 when they moved to 
Tamarack. Robert was a Master Electrician for 38 
years and retired from the IBEW Local #292 in 1999 
after 60 years of service. 

Robert is survived by his wife, Diane Marie Cheri-
oli;  three sons and daughters-in-law: Jeffrey Cher-
ioli of Fridley, James (Tami) Cherioli of Blaine and 
Thomas (Kari) Cherioli of Otsego;  six grandchildren: 
Cody, Raven, Tyler, Tanner, Cory and Amanda; five 
great-grandchildren: Weston, Clayton, Presley, Miya 
and Ava; sister-in-law: Betty Maznio and brother-
in-law: Russ Fahrendorff; many nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends.

 He was preceded in death by his parents; sister, 
Carol Cherioli; father-in-law and mother-in-law: 
Russell and Rodina Fahrendorff; brothers-in-law 
and sisters-in-law: Audrey Bergman, George and 
Barbara Kruse, Joe Maznio, and Tina Fahrendorff.

Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral 
Home and Cremation Service in McGregor. Leave  
online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

JOANN DARLOW
JoAnn Estell Darlow, 64, of 

McGregor, died Monday, Nov. 
6, 2023 in Riverwood Health 
Care Center, Aitkin.

A Celebration of Life will be 
held Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023 
at 11 a.m. in McGregor Funeral 
Home with Pastor Joel Seibel 
officiating. Visitation will be one 

hour prior to the service.  
JoAnn is survived by her loving husband, Ernie 

Darlow, Sr. of McGregor; son, Ernie (Sarah) Darlow, 
Jr. of McGregor; 2 grandchildren: Ean and Abigail 
Darlow; siblings: Jeff Kenkle of Rush City, Denise 
Catlin of Maplewood, Nikki Bloom of Maplewood 
and Anton Marone of McGregor; several nieces, 

nephews, other relatives and friends.
She was born October 23, 1959 in St. Paul to 

William and Marjorie (Hensch) Bloom. JoAnn was 
united in marriage to Ernest Darlow, Sr. on May 
23, 1986 in St. Croix. JoAnn owned and operated 
Darlow Excavating with her husband, Ernie, Sr. for 
many years. JoAnn was devoted to her beloved son 
and grandchildren. A fierce protector, loyal compan-
ion and friend, a caregiver to many in her lifetime, 
a strong co-pilot, an emergency seamstress and a 
trusted ally.  She was loved by everyone who truly 
knew her.  She will be forever missed.

JoAnn is preceded in death by her parents.
Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral 

Home and Cremation Service in McGregor. Leave  
online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

SHAYNE PANKRATZ
Shayne Deon Pankratz, 52, 

of Brainerd died on Saturday, 
November 4, 2023 at his home.  

A Memorial Gathering will 
be held from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. with a prayer service at 
1:00 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 18, 
2023 at the Myrin-James Amer-
ican Legion Post in Ironton. 

He was born in Mountain Lake, Minnesota on 
January 5, 1971 to LaVerne and Bryce (Gilbaugh) 
Pankratz. He was the owner and operator of Pank-
ratz Trucking and Excavating in Crosby.

Shayne is survived by his wife, Trista; two sons: 
Jared (Juanita Formo) Pankratz of Ironton and Wyatt 
(Jessica Arneson) Pankratz of Aberdeen, SD; two 
daughters: Kimberly (Chris) Hinsz of Crosby and 
Vivian Flannigan of Brainerd; five grandchildren; 
mother, Bryce Pankratz of Crosby; sister, Kayla 
(Scott) Johnson of Otsego; niece, Tegan Johnson 
and nephew, Tanner Johnson.

Preceding Shayne in death are his father, LaVerne 
Pankratz and brother-in-law, Michael Flannigan.

  Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

DONALD HICKS
Donald L. Hicks, 87, of Aitkin, 

died Monday, Nov. 6, 2023 
in Aicota Health Care Center, 
Aitkin.

Services were held Satur-
day, November 11, 2023 at 
Sorensen-Root-Thompson 
Funeral Home, Aitkin. Burial 
was in St. John’s Cedarbrook 

Cemetery. 
Don was born March 19, 1936 in Killarney, Mani-

toba, Canada, the second son of Leslie and Frances 
(Hammond) Hicks. Don grew up in Ninga, Manitoba 
where he attained a high school education. He was 
also a member of Ninga United Church. After high 
school, he worked with his father on the family 
farm for several years. In 1961, Don and brother, 
Gordon took over the family farm, renting at first, 
then purchasing it in the early 70’s and changing 
the partnership to the corporation, D and G Hicks 
Ranch Ltd. He was the 4H leader of the Ninga Beef 
Club for 23 years. He was also President or Vice 
President of the Ninga Community Center for center 
for 10 years. Don also coached one of Ninga’s minor 
league hockey teams for many years. In January, 
1976, Donald took a southern vacation, spending 
one week in Florida and a week on a Caribbean 

cruise. During the cruise he met his future wife, Jean 
Anderson of Wayzata. They married on July 23, 
1976 at the International Peace Garden. Don gained 
an instant family of wife, Jean, three daughters, 
three sons-in-law and two grandchildren. Don and 
Jean built their home in Ninga. In 1986, Don retired 
from D and G Hicks Ranch Ltd. For health reasons, 
selling his shares to brother, Gordon. In 1990, the 
Hicks’ sold their home in Ninga and moved to Ait-
kin. Donald became a U.S. resident on October 1, 
1990 and on November 1, 2002 was sworn in as a 
U.S. Citizen.  Don has always enjoyed training and 
working with horses. His hobbies include travel, 
photography, painting and woodworking.  He and 
his wife, Jean enjoyed living with nature at their 
home on Cedar Lake.  Don and Jean were members 
of St. Johns Lutheran Church of Cedar Brook.

Don is survived by daughter, Sandra (Wayne) 
Soboy; two grandchildren: Andrea (Darin) Tysdal 
and Eric Menge; two great-grandchildren, Elliot and 
Lydia Tysdal; son-in-law, John Menge; brothers, 
Stanley (Mildred) Hicks, Glen (Doreen) Hicks and 
David (Barb) Hicks; sister-in-law, Noreen Hicks; 
several nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.

Don is preceded in death by his wife, Jean; par-
ents; daughters: Sheryl Menge and Victoria Ander-
son; brothers, Gordon, Larry and Graeme “Curly” 
and sister-in-law: Mary Ellen Hicks.

 A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.
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To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

AutomobilesAutomobiles

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled 
– it doesn’t matter! Get free 
towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-877-978-2510. (mcn)
Donating your vehicle? Get 
more! Free Towing. Tax 
Deductible. Plus a $200 
restaurant voucher and a 
2-night/3-day hotel stay at 
one of 50 locations. Call Her-
itage for the Blind to donate 
your vehicle today - 1-855-
977-7030. (mcn)
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 

Automobiles Cont.Automobiles Cont.

G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 844-913-2887.  

FinancialFinancial

The COVID crisis has cost 
us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and financial secu-
rity. Have $10K In Debt? 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! We can help! 
Get a FREE debt relief quote: 
Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn

GolfGolf

Golf Cart Batteries $159.99 
w/exchange. Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 927-2153  tfn

Health/MedicalHealth/Medical

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER and 65+? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash 
award. NO obligation! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us 
help!! Call 24/7, 1-866-533-
1701. (mcn)
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)
Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today! 1-877-916-
2093. (mcn) 

Health/Medical Health/Medical 
Cont.Cont.

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance- NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/
https://www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Truck driver with CDL, must 
have 3-5 years’ experience 
required, Diesel mechanic 
certified with 3-5 years’ 
experience, Office manager 
with QuickBooks, payroll, 
and transportation industry 
experience. contact 218-927-
3320 for further information.
A i tk in  Pub l i c  Schoo ls 
has an immediate open-
ing for a 1st year Class 
B  Schoo l  Bus  Dr i ve r.  
Starting Salary $22.01 an hour. 
•  A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
2 5  h o u r s  a  w e e k 
• Training for License available.  
•  Mus t  have  a  c l ean 
d r i v i n g  r e c o r d . 
• Qualify for a school bus 
and Passenger endorse-
ment and pass a pre-em-
p l o y m e n t  d r u g  t e s t . 
Please contact Michelle 
Alcox, Transportation Super-
visor, with any questions at 
218-831-0824. w45-46

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Delivery Driver and Ware-
house Team Member in Brain-
erd MN.  Requires lifting and 
moving furniture through-
out the 30,000-square-foot 
building and into customers’ 
homes so the right candidate 
is able to lift and carry 100 
pounds or more.  Must have 
a valid driver’s license with 
the ability to drive a box truck 
over 10,000 lbs. Contact 
218-828-3020 for further 
information. w46

MiscellaneousMiscellaneous

Cont.Cont.
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 
1-877-228-5789 (mcn)

SafesSafes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair and 
locked safes opened  • Heavy 
and light duty gun safes and 
vault doors on hand • High 
security safes for gold and 
silver • 320-360-5431 w53

 
TrailersTrailers

Utility Trailer brake & suspen-
sion parts Riley’s NAPA Aitkin 
218-927-2153

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the NewsHopper

NewsHopper Classified Order Form

Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per week for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per week for three to twelve issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per week for thirteen or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.

NewsHopper TM

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

Jeff Wiberg HarDwood Floors
Installing | Sanding | Refinishing

OVER 20 Years Experience

Jeff Wiberg, Owner

218-330-2576

Check me out on facebook

 NewsHopper 
Deadlines are normally  
Mondays at Noon. 

However, there will be an 
EARLY DEADLINE 
Friday, November 17th 

for the issue of Nov. 25th.

                                     Week of November 12, 2023             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

ENTERTAINMENT

Advertise here 
statewide in 210+ 

newspapers for only 
$279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979

SEE MLB GAMES 
at Fenway Park, Yankee Sta-
dium, etc. Quality game tickets, 
hotels, and motorcoach. Call/text 
for free brochure: 507/217-1326

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 
for those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select pro-
grams include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Bene ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus off er: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time $20 
copay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

GIVE A GREAT GIFT THIS SEASON
Send 100% guaranteed, delivered-to-
the-door Omaha Steaks! This pack-
age comes with 8 FREE PureGround
Filet Mignon Burgers! Order 
The Butcher’s Deluxe Package! 
ONLY $99.99. Call 844/513-2857
and mention code 74222DRG or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/Deluxe8464

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DONATING YOUR VEHICLE? 
Get more! Free towing. Tax deduct-
ible. Plus, a $200 restaurant voucher and 
a 2-night/3-day hotel stay at one of 50 
locations. Call Heritage for the Blind to 
donate your vehicle today 844/220-9501

SWITCH TO DISH 
and get up to a $300 gift card! Plus get 
the Multisport pack included for a limited 
time! Hurry, call for details: 855/562-4309

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 11/12/2023 North

Get started at MNsure.org

See if you 
qualify for 
health insurance 
savings
ONLY THROUGH MNSURE

From Duracell, the #1 trusted battery brand, 
the M150 Portable Power Station enables 
you to work and have fun from anywhere.

M150 Portable
Power Station

POWER UP FROM ANYWHERE

ONLY 
$199

Order by December 15th for Christmas delivery. 

Laptop Phone Tablet

1 Charge 6 Charges 3 Charges

 portablepower.info/off er153
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northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-829-3371 Call 218-829-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices! Now DoingNow Doing

Spray FoamSpray Foam
 Insulation Insulation

We Do We Do 
Ice DamIce Dam
RepairRepair

on Roofs!on Roofs!

 Email: aitkinhabitat@gmail.com

www.habitatforhumanityaitkincounty.org

For More Information or 
to Donate or Volunteer 
Call 218-927-5656 or

• Payroll $40,000 a year • Property taxes $36,000 a year
• Home insurance premiums $28,800 a year
• Develops blighted property
• Installs new sidewalk used by pedestrians
• Lined Aitkin sewers and extended gas line
• Brings tourists to venues, hosts booths at events, parades; Youth 

Build, rain gardens, donates to other nonprofits, repair projects 
help low-income homeowner stay in homes

• Administered CHAPS that brought in over 
$42,000 for local rent, mortgage and utility
 payments during pandemic
• Refers residents to other resources
• Habitat homeowners work in needed industries: 
health care, construction, road construction, 

truck driving, hair styling, nurse’s aide, county services, school 
districts, restaurants, manufacturing

• In last three years, Aitkin Habitat for Humanity did business with 
17 local retailers, 13 restaurants, venues: 16 local services, 
9 local media, 3 banks, 8 non-profits, 20 building-related busi-
nesses, 9 tech. creative businesses, federal, state, county and 
city governments

• Spent nearly $200,000 on the last home (the majority of it local)

Aitkin County Habitat for Humanity
Positive Impacts on the Area Economy

Givers not takers

In the words of the late Phil R ., “We are givers, not takers.”
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