Holiday season gets
off to a great start at
San José Mineta
International Airport
SEE PAGE 4
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Cops try to nab thiefs
San Jose targets retail theft

with new police unit
SEE PAGE 7

Winter Wonders of San Jose: Sacred Heart
charitable scavenger hunt for a cause

ice (SHCS), a 59-year-old anti-

poverty nonprofit, invites local
residents to immerse themselves
in the festive spirit with the Win-
ter Wonders of San Jose's civicand
cultural gems.

Sacred Heart's charitable scav-
enger hunt not only promises fun
but also aims to make a significant
impact on the community hap-
pening now through Friday, De-
cember 14th. Participants are invit-
ed to embark on a journey across
the city, donate, and receive discounts
from participating retailers.

Scavenger Huntlocations include
Enchant Christmas at the San Jose
Earthquakes stadium, Broadway
San Jose, LifeSport Fitness, Narra-
tive Fermentation, Crema Coffee,
and AJI at The Signa Hotel.

During this charitable scavenger
hunt, the San Jose community is
rallying together to provide holi-

S acred Heart Community Serv-

day meal boxes and toys for over
12,000 residents.

Participants are encouraged to
make a difference by donating
canned food and unwrapped toys
ormakinga financial contribution.
To sweeten the deal, select scav-
enger hunt locations are offering
exclusive discounts. Simply show

them your donation to avail your-
self of these special offers.

For more information and to get
involved, visit sacredheartcs.
org/holidays23 or contact Sacred
Heart's Director of Communica-
tions and Special Events, Demone
Carter, atdemonec@sacredheartcs.
org.

Times

El Niiio could be ‘historically strong for Callforma

By William Bellou
Publisher

ast El Nifio years will unlike-
Ply determine what this win-

ter will look like, according
to the National Weather Service,
because conditions this year are
not typical.

An El Nifio was declared this
past May, which means sea sur-
face temperatures are warmer
than normal in the equatorial east-
ern Pacific.

This region of the ocean typi-
cally drives large-scale atmos-
pheric patterns that impact us
locally, said Courtney Carpenter,
warning coordination meteorolo-
gist with the National Weather
Service.

Here’s what El Niflo conditions
mean for California, and what
meteorologists predict winter in
the northern parts of the state will
be like, as of late November:

o aie

In the past, Northern California
has recorded anywhere from very
dry to very wet winters during El
Nifio periods. Conditionsin this part
of the state typically lean toward
wetor near normal, Carpenter said,
but the region has still seen some
very dry El Nifio winters.

Above normal snowfall during
moderate and strong E1 Nifio win-
tersistypical athigher elevations,
she said.

Probabilities

The probability of El Nifio last-
ing through winter is 100%,

See EL NINO, page 5

Santa Clara

unions say
SEE PAGE 9

Alisha Kazmi dis-
plays her research
paper which used
Al/Machine to fig-
ure out what impact [
stress has on aca-
demic perform-
ance. Kasmi, who
attends Notre Dame
High School, pre-
sented her research
at the SigmaXi/ifore
conference held
recently in Long
Beach, CA.

County education
office earns an ‘F’,
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Alisha Kazmi uses Al to figure
out what impact stress has on
academic performance

By William Bellou
Publisher
lisha Kazmi used Al/Mach-
Aine to figure out whatimpact
stress has on academic per-
formance.

Kazmi, who attends Notre Dame
High School in San Jose, partici-
pated in the SigmaXi/iFore con-
ference held Nov. 10-12 in Long
Beach, CA. Sigma Xi is the Scien-
tific Research Honor Society.

The three-day annual conference
welcomed scientists, engineers,
students, artists, and supporters
of science worldwide to partici-
pate in discussions and demon-
strations of excellence in the
research enterprise.

“Students’ stress in an academ-
icenvironment can have animpact
on their performance adversely,
Kazmi said. “The hypothesis in my
work states that an Al/Machine
learning model can use various fac-
torsincluding stress to predict stu-
dents’ academic performance.”

An IBM Watson platform was
used to evaluate the impact of var-
ious parameters on students’ aver-
age grade that was directly relat-
edto stresslevel. In thismodel, the
supervised learning option was
used by incorporating multiple
algorithms including Extra Trees
Classifierand Random Forest Clas-
sifier.

Kasmi’s paper includes details
onvarious aspects of using the ML
Watson platform and the outcome
of the ML model for the analysis of
the current data. Results show that
besides the stress level, cognitive
performance, self-study hours,and
the number of class absentees
played a dominant role in pre-
dicting the student’s average score.

Attendees present, connect
and collaborate

Attendees to the conference pre-
sented, connected, and collabo-
rated on diverse ideas through
symposia, panel discussions, work-
shops, individual presentations,
student tutorial sessions, and net-
working events.

This is the second year for the
Society's new IFoRE conference,
which replaced the previously held
Annual Meeting & Student
Research Conference with its 2022
debut in Alexandria, Virginia. The
move to the West Coast for 2023
will continue an initiative to reach
more of the international research
community in different parts of the
country and across the globe.

The development of IFORE '23 is
being led by Sigma Xi's Fiscal Year
2024 President, Dr. Marija Stro-
jnik, Executive Director and CEO
Dr. Jamie Vernon, and the IFoRE
planning committee, including vol-
unteer members and Sigma Xi staff.

SEE OUR LisTINGS OF LocAL ReaLToRs, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BAcK COVER
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Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf course
for ONLY. . .. $34.00 1

The Villages Golf & Country Club
Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million
Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Communlty

.
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SYMPHONY SANJOS
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JANUARY 27 & 28

CALIFORNIA THEATRE SYMPHONY

SAN JOSE
For tickets Call Or visit:
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Holiday season
gets off to a great
start at San José
Mineta Interna-
tional Airport

ith the rise in passenger traf-
Wﬁc to and from Silicon Val-
ley, San José Mineta Inter-

national Airport (SJC) anticipates a
busy holiday season ahead.

“Evenwith ourreputation for being
the best and most reliable Midsize
U.S. Airport, as named by the Wall
Street Journal, the travel during any
holiday season can feel a bit over-
whelming,” said SJC Director of Avi-
ation John Aitken. “With a little
advanced planning, holiday travel
through San José Mineta International
should be just as fun as your vaca-
tion.”

To enhance passengers’ experience
duringthis season, SJCrecently intro-
duced festive decorations and musi-
cians in the terminals during peak
times starting.

Improved parking

SJC has improved its parking serv-
ices with an expanded Online Park-
ing Reservation System and the new
Future Wash exterior car washing
service. Travelers can reserve and
pay for parking online, as well asbook
a waterless car wash in the Airport's
Hourly, Daily and Economy parking

SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 m ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM

Valley Currents

cur | rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely,

newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.

lots. Waterless car
washes are environ-
mentally friendly and &
use minimal amounts of
water per car, in most
cases less than one cup.
Plus, our friends at
Future Wash use eco-
friendly products with
only biodegradable
ingredients. This means
no harmful chemicals on
the ground or your car.

Given the high de-
mand during peak peri-
ods, parking reserva-
tions are strongly recommended. For
parkinginquiries, S]C's parking serv-
ices team is available at (408) 441-
5570.

Arrive Early

The Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) advises travel-
erstoarriveatleasttwo hoursbefore
domestic flights and three hours prior
to international flights. However, S]C
suggests arriving early, particularly
during the holiday rush, to enjoy new
dining options such as San José Mac
+ Cheese Kitchen, Dunkin', a newly
upgraded Peet’s Coffee in Terminal
B, as well as The Club SJC.

Check-In

To streamline the check-in process
during peak travel times, online check-
in is recommended up to 24 hours
before departure. Mostairlines allow
customers to pay for checked bag-
gageinadvance online, which speeds
up the process at the ticket counter.
Travelers with only carry-onluggage
can skip the ticket counter entirely with
online check-in.

Pack Smart

In preparation for security screen-
ing, travelers should familiarize them-
selves with TSA’s travel tips and keep
holiday gifts unwrapped for poten-

The 40th Anniversary Celebration of

“THE CHRISTWLAS GIET TO SAN JOSE”

A Free Mlusical Production for the Entive Familyl

December 8-10, 2023

Friday,

December 8 @ 7PM

Saturday, December 9 @ 2PM & 7PM
Sunday, December 10 @ 11AM (2nd half only)
Sunday, December 10 @ 2PM & 7PM

NO reservation or tickets required

LOCATION: Foxworthy Baptist Church
1774 Foxworthy Ave. San Jose 95124

Questions? Message @ 408-269-1212

tial additional screening.
Speed Up Security
with TSA Precheck
and/or CLEAR
To expedite security
clearance, travelers can
enroll in TSA Precheck
and/or CLEAR, availableat
both SJC Terminals and
otherairports nationwide.
Accessible Services
and TSA Cares
Providing outstanding
customer service ameni-
ties, ease of access and a
safe and pleasurable trav-
el experience it is a priority at SJC.
Passengers are encouraged to check
thelistof Accessible Services SJC offer-
ings, the TSA Cares programand select
the one that best suits their needs.
Use Cellphone Waiting Areas
or Park for Airport Pickups
For airport pickups, S]C advises
using Cellphone Waiting Areas or
parking in the nearest hourly lot, as
waiting at terminal curbs is strictly
prohibited to maintain traffic flow.
Need more information before trav-
eling through SJC? Contact SJC at
info@sjc.org or (408) 392-3600.

The Christmas Gift is a 90-minute
musical production featuring
Christmas songs & Christmas
characters including Rudolph & Frosty!
At the heart of the musical we

celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Reason
for the Season and Savior of the World.
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Builders

By Arjun Batra
District 10 Councilmember
hope you all had a wonderful
I Thanksgiving holiday. As some

remedy

The City’s Response

A local jurisdiction can deny a
qualifying projectifboth of the fol-
lowing criteria are satisfied: (1)

of you may know,
there are several de-
velopment projectsin
District 10 that have
been filed under what
is referred to as the
“Builders Remedy.”

the project is incon-
sistent with the juris-
diction zoning ordi-
nance and general
plan land use desig-
nation, and (2) the
jurisdiction has a

What is the housing element in
Builder's Remedy? substantial compli-

In California, the ance with State Hous-
builder'sremedymeans ing Element Law. On
that if a city doesn't - - une 20,2023, the Ci
plan enoug}tl};lomes as District 10 {Iouncil adoptedare?—l
required by the state, Report olution finding that
it must approve any Arjun Batra our Housing Element
housing project meet- Councilmember, does  substantiall
: gprojectmeet District 10 : y
ing affordability cri- comply with State law.

teria, like having 20%
low-income homes. This is en-
forced under the California Hous-
ing Accountability Act, preventing
cities from using zoning standards
to reject qualifying projects. To
qualify for the “Builder’s Remedy”,
the housing development project
must provide 20 percentofits units
for lower-income households or
100 percent for moderate-income
or middle-income households.

Therefore, based on
this resolution, the city has deter-
mined thatany developments sub-
mitted after June 20,2023, are not
eligible for the “Builders Remedy”
and must comply with the city's
zoning ordinance and general plan
land use designations.

To date, eighteen (18) applica-
tions have been submitted under
the “Builder’s Remedy.” The more
significant proposed develop-

ments (e.g. 244 units on Gallup
Drive & 80 units at Glider Ele-
mentary) have been informed
they do not qualify and must pro-
ceed via the standard develop-
ment application process.

Based on the information I have
been provided by our Planning
Department, similar to the pro-
posed developments on Gallup and
at Glider, the majority of applica-
tions filed under the “Builders
Remedy” will still be required to
comply with:

1. The City’s General Plan and
Zoning Ordinance;

2. CEQA and requirements for a
Site Development Permit (along
with other permits/approvals as
appropriate, e.g., Demolition Per-
mit, Tree Removal Permit, Grad-
ing Permit, and Building Permits);

3. The Citywide Design Standards
and Guidelines; and

4. On-site posting requirements
on the proposed project frontage.

This doesn't stop developments;
it just means they have to follow
the usual rules and regulations.

Moving Forward

The bottom line is that the city’s
development standards are not
altogether null and void under the
“Builders Remedy,” particularly if
the city’s plan to build housing is
in “substantial compliance” with
state law. At this time the city is
processing these applications
under the presumption that it has
been in “substantial compliance”
since June 20th. However, because
thislaw is untested, circumstances
can change; so, itwill be important
for my office to remain vigilantand
monitor the situation.

For now, though, it is safe to say
the city may have lost some of its
power to regulate development,
but it is not powerless. San José
will still have meaningful oversight
of its housing development under
city regulations.

Continued from page 1

Carpenter said. The conditions are
anticipated to last through spring,
with a 62% chance conditions will
last through April to June 2024.

As it stands now, the probabili-
ty of a strong El Nifio in California
is 75 to 85%), she said, with an over
35% probability of a “historically
strong” El Nifio that rivals 1997-
1998 and 2015-2016.

A strong El Nifio records surface
water temperatures warmer than
normal, the weather service said.
The further the sea surface tem-
peratures are away from normal,
the stronger the El Nifio event is
said to be.

“We talk a lot about these
extreme events occurring, but
we've never really seen ocean tem-
peratures this warm,” Carpenter
said. “How that affects our storm
pattern here locally remains to be
seen.”

All of these factors mean meteo-
rologists are going to be less reliant
on past El Nifio years to tell them
what’s going to happen this win-
ter, she said.

“Any single storm can produce
impacts — as we know — from
strong winds, heavy snow and
flooding either at the local scale or
across the state.”

Real
DRE#01743455

@

Estate Agent

B ericaayourrealtor@gmail.com

www.ericaalvarezrealestate.co
g'l'l33 N Carpenter Rd Ste 3, Modesto,

CA 95351

more information.

Reach your
community
with a
classified ad!

See page 11, and call 408-494-7000 for

redefined

SENIOR
LIVING

starting at

THE WATERMARK

AT ALMADEN

ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE

Enter a place where Assisted Living means supparting your

independence — never getting in your way.

At The Watermark at Almaden, you'll find an clegant environment
that evokes the warmth of a bed-and-breakfast. Each day can be
as active or as relaxed as you choose, with curated care available
around-the-clock, and a calendar full of options thart allow you to

pursue your passions and discover new ones.
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Choir of Foxworthy Baptist Church
celebrates 40 years of sharing The
Christmas Gift musical show Dec. 8

of Foxworthy Baptist Church

will celebrate 40 years of shar-
ing The Christmas Gift San Jose
musical production with the local
community at their church locat-
ed at 1774 Foxworthy Avenue in
San Jose.

In 1984, Pastor Don Fugate, and
his wife, Diann had a dream of shar-
ing a musical Christmas gift with
the community. That year, The
Christmas Gift, The San Jose musi-
cal production, was presented mul-
tiple times at The Montgomery The-
ater in downtown San Jose. By the
third year, the production had
moved to The Civic Auditorium.

Since the church didn’t charge

S tarting December 8, the Choir

admission, they could only reserve
one nightin 1987 and instead, made
the decision to transform the
church auditorium into a theater,
complete with proscenium and cur-
tain, where they presented the
musical 8 times over two week-
ends. That plan has remained in
place every year since then.

Major milestone

This 40th anniversary produc-
tion marks a major milestone for
the church and its singers. There
are still five singers who have par-
ticipated in all previous produc-
tions.

In the first half of the musical, the
choir sings many favorite Christmas
songs including White Christmas,

SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 m ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM
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Walkin’ in a Winter Wonderland
and Snow. There is always a “Chil-
dren’s Medley” that features
favorite Christmas characters like
Frosty, Rudolph and the Grinch.
There are also comedic videos
included in the production; even

falling snow!

During the intermission, the audi-
enceis treated to homemade cook-
ies, coffee, tea and punch.

The second half of the musical
centers on the manger and the birth
of Jesus. Through songs and Scrip-

Valley Water

Sign up for alerts.

Essential Flood Tips

Ave you floodready? Climate change has made
extres seather the new normal, and as the

encor you to tab

you are ready in case of a flood
remember that floods can happe

faing.

Whie Valley Water's projects have improved

flaod protectian far more th

businesse:

County are susceptible 1o floodin

Ifs important 1o plan shead in the event of @
flood or any other emergency. Follow these Get

aA & valleywaler.org &

ture, the Christmas story is vivid-
ly portrayed. Pastor Don Fugate
shares a brief Gospel presentation
and sends the audience home with
a smile on their faces and joy in
their hearts.

Even during the COVID shutdown
in 2020, The Christmas Gift to San
Jose was still presented to the com-
munity. The choir videotaped their
production and showed it daily in
December on the church’s website,
on Facebook. YouTube and on CRE-
ATV. There were over 8,000 views
of the musical that year!

Over the past 39 years, more than
80,000 people have attended the
musical production and ithas been
enjoyed by multiple generations.
Children who attended those early
productions are coming back with
their children. Multiplied thousands
have prayed the “Sinner’s Prayer”
with Pastor Don and have com-
mitted their lives to Jesus Christ.

356 singers and cast members
have been part of The Christmas
Gift to San Jose through the years.
In honor of the 40th anniversary,
they will have a special Alumni Ban-
quet at Orchard City Banquet Hall
on Thursday, December 7th. The
church is inviting all former cast
members to join them for the ban-
quetand to sing with them on Open-
ing Night.

This year’s free performances
will be shared 6 times over the
weekend of December 8-10; Fri-
day, December 8th @ 7pm; Sat-
urday, December 9th @ 2pm &
7pm; Sunday, December 10th @
11am; 2pm & 7pm.

Along with sharing the musical
at the church, The Christmas Gift
Choir will be singing at Christmas
in the Park, at Santana Row and
will be featured in the Los Gatos Hol-
iday Parade.

Pastor Don Fugate shares, “Ithas
been an honor to share the joy of
the season and the Good News of
the Gospel with our community all
of these years.”

Editor’s note: For further infor-
mation, check out the church web-
site at www.foxworthy.org or call
Pastor Don Fugate at (408) 455-
2948.
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The Gucci Store in WestField Valley Fair was robbed by an organized retail theft ring on Oct. 5.

Photo by Jason Torres Iraheta

San Jose targets retail
theft with new police unit

hieves hoping to snatch
Titems off the shelves of San
Jose retailers may have a
tougher time this holiday season.

City policymakers this week
launched a new police team to
stop retail theft after the city saw
a 25% spike in the crime from
2021 to 2022.

The San Jose City Council unan-
imously approved creating the
Organized Retail Theft Detail, an
investigative team within the San
Jose Police Department to gather
intelligence and track crime sta-
tistics and patterns to identify
hotspots, catch criminals and
reduce the rate of retail crimes.
The team will include one full time
and four part-time investigators.

Some shop owners say the tim-
ing is perfect with holiday shop-
ping already underway. Jack
Meir, manager of Yeti in Santana
Row, said the store has lost
almost $1,000 worth of mer-
chandise after being open only
two months.

“Allwe have talked aboutin our
holiday meeting so far was trying
to hire more seasonal workers in
order to have more personnel on
the floorand have morelook outs,”
Meir told San José Spotlight. “Safe-
ty is the mostimportant thing that
we value.”

In San Jose, 5,756 retail theft
crimes were reported last year.
And it’s a national trend.

Retail theft across the country
has cost $125.7 billion in economic

losses and $39.2 billion in lost
wages, according to the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce. In California,
$19 billion in economic losses
were reported. The state created
the Organized Retail Theft Pre-
vention Grant Program in 2022
through Senate Bill 154 to pre-
vent and respond to organized
retail theft.

San Jose’s police department
received nearly $8.5 million from
the state to launch a three-year
program. It was one of 38 law
enforcement agencies in Califor-
nia to receive the funding. More
than half the funds will pay for
analyst salaries and overtime for
sworn officers to proactively
patrol shopping centers to deter
crime.

Officers will partner with the
districtattorney to support pros-
ecutions and work with retailers
to arrest criminals.

“One of the big aspects is shar-
ing knowledge and best practices,”
SJPD Lt. Brent McKim said during
Tuesday’s council meeting. “So if
somebody hits Walmart, and we
know that, then we can and we
will alert the Target down the
street that they might be hit as
well.”

Nearly $3.5 million will fund
technology including fingerprint
scanners, forensic software and
additional cars and radios. SJPD
is also purchasing 300 license
plate readers to help catch
thieves at hotspots. San Jose uses

72 license plate readers currently
that councilmembers approved
in 2021 in response to the spike
in retail crimes.

“It's atwo prong approach: pre-
vention and then investigation,”
McKim said. “I think the money
in this grant will help us attack
from both sides.”

Councilmember Peter Ortiz
urged police to focus on smaller,
family-owned businesses in East
San Jose - and not just major
retailers like Westfield’s Oakridge
and Valley Fair malls. He said
theft at mom-and-pop shops
often goes unreported and forces
business owners to lock their
stores during the day or move to
other parts of the city.

“They’re starting to lock their
doors to protect them from
potential robberies or shoplift-
ing, which gives the impression
to the public that the business is
not open,” Ortiz said. “But it also
creates an unwelcoming shop-
ping experience.”

McKim said the police depart-
ment will scope out hotspots at
smaller businesses.

Mayor Matt Mahan and Coun-
cilmember Bien Doan applaud-
ed efforts to work with prosecu-
tors to ensure thieves are held
accountable.

“We want to let people know
that the city of San Jose is a safe
place to visit, to shop, tolive,” Doan
said. “And to let the criminals
know we are going to prosecute.”

One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents
G.R.I.T.
SELF-CONFIDENCE

&
]

RESILIENCE
LIFE SKILLS

SAFE BOUNDARIES

"It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the opportunity to learn
what these incredible teachers have to offer us.” - GRIT Participant

OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and
self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.
The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbceglobal.net 408-778-3567

REAL ESTATE GUID

" DEE RAMIREZ

Realtor Lic. #00683945

kw SAN JOSE
GATEWAY

KELLERWILLIAMS

(408) 440-7617

Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

SHAWN
ANSARI

COMPASS

shawn.ansari@compass.com
www.ShawnAnsari.com

DRE #01088988

(408) 529-4574

REALTORS: YOUR
AD COULD BE HERE!

STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE
Call now to place your ad
by phone: (408) 494-7000




PAGE 8 m ALMADEN TIMES = DEC. 8 - DEC. 21, 2023

SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 m ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM

"

KinderCare

LEARNING CENTERS

Virtual Tours
Available

1081 Foxworthy Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95118
xpertly designed early education programs

(408) 265-7380 _
KinderCare offers unique, e e hent-age chilren up o age 12,

www.Ki rcare for infants as young as 6 we s
A A \:I:ich includes preschool and pre-kindergarten programs.

_ Drive
home the

savings.

Al Olseen
State Farm Agent
3267 S White Road,

San Jose, CA 95148 Auto Insurance rates.
Phone:(408) 274-4900

Hours: 9 am — 6 pm
(Lunch 1-2 pm) Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there”
CALL ME TODAY.

o» StateFarm"

Call for competitive

Quen o

COME AND EXPERIENCE The Public!

The Wonder of Horses! [

" L )
]

"

e

Bay Area Horse Associations Will Host Events

DECEMBER 16

San Martin Horsemen will host in
December at Harvey Bear Park:
Harvey Bear Ranch entrance at E.
San Martin Avenue and New
Avenue, San Martin, CA 95046.
Ride, lead or join without a horse
along a flat, paved 2 mile loop and -«
jingle all the way with bells on the
horses! A great time spreading
holiday cheer interacting with
children and families along the
route. Event begins at 12 noon.
RSVP or questions:

toni.whedon@chbhnorcal.com. »
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Santa Clara
County education
office earns an
'F, unions say

By Jana Kadah
San José Spotlight
hen it comes to the Santa Clara Coun-
Wty Office of Education’s perform-
ance, parents, teachers and resi-
dents are giving it a failing grade.

County education officials received all Fs
on a report card drafted by the Association
of County Educators and SEIU Local 521 ear-
lier this month—and it's meant to sound the
alarm. This move stems from concerns over
whether the county is properly utilizing an
excess $85 million toaddress educationissues
and invest in students. The county’s educa-
tion board focuses on providing education
and services to those who are moderately to
severely disabled.

“Thisisnotjustacritique butacall toaction,”
Riju Krishna, teacher at Opportunity Youth
Academy, told San José Spotlight. “The fun-
damental problem is money is not going
where it should. There’s a lack of accounta-
bility and transparency, and there’s a funda-
mental denial of the existence of issues.”

Kelly Wylie, an office of education
spokesperson, said there is $50.6 million in
restricted funding earmarked for specific pur-
poses and $49.2 million earmarked for des-

ignated purposes for the 2023-24 fiscal year.

“All funds are allocated for specified or des-
ignated purposes with no reserves available
thatare unused,” she told San José Spotlight.

This is the first time a report card like this
has been issued. It is split into three “sub-
jects” thatrepresent each of the county’s edu-
cation goals: improving access to inclusive,
equitable, high-quality education; providing
quality supportto districts, schools, students
and communities; and being a premier serv-
ice organization. Each section has between
three to four examples of where the county
isdoing well,and more than double the num-
ber of suggestions to improve conditions.

As the county office of education and its
school districts continue to deal with low
teacher recruitment, substitute teacher short-
agesand upticksin studentbehavioralissues,
special education employees, known as parae-
ducators, are working alongside students
with moderate to severe disabilities. These
students often need more support as parae-
ducators simultaneously teach and help stu-
dents take care of basic needs like eating. But
the worker pool has yet to recover from
COVID-19 pandemiclayoffs. In addition, infra-
structure is crumblingand there aren’tenough
special education programs to meet the
demand, educators said.

Krishna said she has been trying to get the
county to address infrastructure and staffing
problems for nearly two years. Each time she
has brought up issues, leaders have told her
“we are doing everything we can and should.”

“Thatessentially means they are doing noth-
ing,” Krishna said.

She said ittook the county more thanayear

Andrea Hightower’s daughter playing in a dirt
field at Martin Murphy Middle School. Photo cour-
tesy of Andrea Hightower.

to make a bathroom compliant with the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act, which had signif-
icant impacts on students in wheelchairs.
Krishna shared pictures from Martin Murphy
Middle School where there was garbage and
glass on the floor. Other sites, Krishna said,
are also not up to standard, with the coun-
ty’s most vulnerable students playing in dirt
fields surrounded by a metal fence.

Andrea Hightower, a parent who has a
severely autistic, nonverbal child in the mid-
dle school, shared a photo ofher 13-year-old

daughterinafenced off dirt corner of the cam-

pus, given only two mats to entertain her-
self.

“This picture confirms what [ wish wasn’t
true. (The county) forced the most severely
disabled kids onto the districts’ campuses, then
segregated them behind cage like fences in
unsafe settings and called this inclusion,”
Hightower told San José Spotlight. “(Office of
education) administration has given up on
our most vulnerable kids.”

Sarah Gianocaro, SEIU 521 chapter presi-
dent and occupational therapist with the
office of education, said the majority of prob-
lems could be solved if the county just used
the excess dollars in reserve. One example
she gave is to use $6 million to give paraed-
ucators raises to retain employees.

Gianocaro said dollars could be used to
openmore special education locations around
the county, offering more full day programs
where parents could leave their preschool-
aged children for more than six hours.

“My husband and I are cooking meals for
students in another program because they
don’thave hotfood atschool,” Gianocaro told
San José Spotlight. “We’ve been trying to fix
it for ayear and (the county) keeps telling us
that it's going to happen, but in the mean-
time, kids are going hungry.”

Gianocaro said the county is going to have
to give back millions of dollars in grants
because itdidn’t meetthe requirementinthe
number of students being served.

The county office of education did not
address this issue but is asking the federal
government if it can rollover $18.6 million
in grant funding to the 2023-24 fiscal year
for program improvements, Wiley said.

History San José to
host History Park’s
Heritage Holiday
Celebration!

he holiday season is upon us, and His-
Ttory San José is getting ready for the
festivities!

For two weekends in December (Decem-
ber9,15,and 16),join San Jose History Park
for some holiday fun! Whether you're look-
ing for something to do with the
family or a fun date night activity,
they have something for everyone!

On Saturday, December 9 & 16
from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., the park will
once again hostits Children’s Her-
itage Holiday program. Enjoy fes-
tive activities, crafts, and season-
al treats that celebrate San José's
diverse traditions.

Meet with Santa

Meet Santa and witness the
enchanting display from Christ-
mas in the Park Drive-Thru. Chil-
dren's Heritage Holiday visitors
will receive an exclusive 30% dis-
count for the mesmerizing drive-
thru experience at night. Celebrate
the holidays with history, heritage,
and joy!

And for its second year, History
Park is bringing back the popular
after-hours, adults-only event: Gin-

gerbread House Decorating Workshop: Dec-
orate & Celebrate on Friday, December 15
from 8 p.m. - 10 p.m. in the heart of down-
town San José’s San Pedro Square Market;
a new location. Join this fun night out with
friends, decorating gingerbread houses, sip-
ping on cocktails, wine, & beer! Admission
includes the gingerbread house itself and
everything you need for decorating your
dream gingerbread house! Tickets can be
purchased with or withoutvouchers for two
drinks at participating San Pedro Square
Market bars.

For more information and to purchase
tickets, visit: historysanjose.org/programs-
events.

s)
8,
4

PRNS.

<{ ACTIVE ADULTS 50+ Z

The Almaden Senior Association Members are a diverse group of
enthusiastic active adults 50+ who enjoy new learning
opportunities, new experiences, and new adventures. Join us
today. Meet new people and get involved with classes and
programs that will enfance your life and open new doors.

Membership offers opportunities to enjoy...
+ Exercise Classes for all levels & abilities.
* Lunch events with entertainment run by members of the association.
e Trips to local and not so local places of interest.
Stop by the front desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an
application. Currently Membership is free. Membership includes a copy of
the newsletter and offers you discounts on classes through San Jose

Save the Date, Annual Soup Party: January 13, 2024, 12pm

Our members will make 4 soups for you to sample. Homemade soups are

Corn Chowder, Taco Bean which are both vegetarian and gluten free, Split

Pea and Greek Lemon Chicken. Sample them all and come back for more

until it's gone. Served with fresh bread.

Ticket sales begin Friday, December 1, 2023, then every MWF 8-10am in

the Almaden Community Center lobby. No sales December 18, 2023 to

January 6, 2024 due to the holidays. Last tickets sales is January 8, 2024.
Cost $16, cash or check

For more information, go to https://almadenseniors.org

or call Jeanne @408-425-5723

Almaden Senior Association
at the Almaden Community Center
6445 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120
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Automation is a cinematic concerto that explores the
conflicts and connections between man and machine
ymphony San Jose presents “AUTOMATION” Saturday,
S January 27, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, January 28 at 2:30
p.m. at the California Theatre, 345 South First Street,
San Jose.
Technology is part of our daily lives, but this program
reminds us of the awesome power we have unleashed.
Adams’ piece depicts a ride in a terrific sports car quick-
ly regretted; Dukas’ setting of the Goethe poem sees ayoung
wizard meddling in things he doesn’t understand; Schoen-
berg’s new work includes a battle between cello soloist and
hologram; and Strauss’ epic tone poem was featured in the

LOOK!!!

FREE!!?

Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!
Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!
Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

Spring
Special!

¢ Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior
e Drywall Repairs
e Handyman Services

We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!
30+ Years Experience
CA. ST. LIC #651686
Insured & Bonded
TEL: (408) 281-7500

www.faithpainting.com

LIMOUSINE
SERVING THE BAY AREA SINCE 1989

FROM $125 PER HOUR
Lincoln Stretch Limo - Lincoln Town Car
Mercedes Grand Sedan — Mercedes Limo Van
Cadillac Escalade SUV - Ford Expedition SUV

(888) 582-9987

reserve@newwestlimo.com
NewWestLimo.com

original A.I. gone-wrong-movie, 2001: A Space Odyssey.

Watch and listen as cellist Yves Dhar and his holograph-
ic Artificial Intelligence counterpart interact on stage with
Symphony San Jose in a groundbreaking composition by
Grammy-nominated, Emmy-winning composer Adam
Schoenberg that features cello, halldorophone, electronics,
orchestra, and projected visuals. Automation promises to
be a visceral experience that will leave audiences talking
about what it truly means to be human.

THE PROGRAM

John Adams: Short Ride in a Fast Machine

Paul Dukas: The Sorcerer’s Apprentice

Adam Schoenberg: Automation

Richard Strauss: Also Sprach Zarathustra

ARTISTS

Vinay Parameswaran, conductor

Internationally recognized for his energetic presence, imag-
inative programming, and compelling musicianship, Vinay
Parameswaran is one of the most exciting and versatile
young conductors on the podium today.

Soloist: Yves Dhar, cello & halldorophone

Yves Dhar plays the cello; he has played it in famous places
(Carnegie Hall, Kennedy Center, NYC Fashion Week, United
Nations, Rikers Island) and not-so-famous places (schools
for special needs, children’s hospitals, youth sports clubs,

retirement homes, designer boutiques). He has shared the
stage with many celebrated artists (Itzhak Perlman, Christi-
na Aguilera, Arijit Singh, Bert from Sesame Street). If you
haven’t seen him in concert halls, you might have heard him
in films, TV, or ads.

TICKETS

SINGLE TICKET PRICES: $55 - $115

Phone: 408.286.2600

Website: www.symphonysanjose.org

Email: jmeyers@symphonysanjose.org

Walk-Up Box Office: 325 South First Street, San Jose, 95113.
Located between San Carlos and San Salvador Street next
to the California Theatre. Ticket Office Hours: Monday through
Friday, 10am to 5pm.

Where Have I Heard It Before:

e The Sorcerer’s Apprentice was featured in Disney’s 1940
film Fantasia. Mickey Mouse starred in the title role.

¢ The opening to Also Sprach Zarathustra was made famous
in Stanley Kubrick’s movie 2001: A Space Odyssey. So much
so, that Elvis Presley began opening his concerts with the
intro.

Concert Length: Approximately 1 hour 50 minutes, with
intermission

Artwork: Courtesy of Yves Dhar and Symphony San Jose.

Joe Simitian launches
congressional campaign to
succeed retiring Congress-
woman Anna Eshoo

Simitian shows early momentum with over
130 local elected endorsements and over
$600,000 in federal campaign funds.

By William Bellou
Publisher
anta Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian declared his
Scandidacy for Congress in District 16 last week with
the endorsements of over 130 local elected officials
throughout the district.

Simitian said he’s ready to be the strong leader we need
on issues important to district voters.

“I will fight to reverse climate change, protect reproduc-
tive rights, and tackle the housing crisis,” said Simitian. “On
the Board of Supervisors and in the State Legislature, I took
on tough problems and powerful interests and won. I'll do
the same in Congress.”

Simitian launched his campaign following the decision of
Congresswoman Anna Eshoo, who held the seat for over
three decades, to not seek re-election.

“Our community has been served exceptionally well by
Congresswoman Eshoo. I will follow her tradition and my
own practice of prioritizing constituent service. I willadvance
the values and issues that are the hallmark of our Valley:
innovation, inclusion and fairness,” Simitian said.
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@ Call to place your
Times
408-494-7000

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than
300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
LIMOUSINE SERVICE

Analyze logistics operations.
Bachelor's in International
New West Limousine
SERVING THE BAY AREA SINCE 1989

Trade related. $62421/yr,
FROM $125 PER HOUR

Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
Hayward, CA 94545

No Shoe is Ever Too Old!

; ; . programs for both traditional classroom and online courses.
Llﬂf)0|n Stetch Limo JGWE'I‘Y Hours' Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your
|.Iﬂ00|n TOW" Car . child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete
Mercedes Grand Sedan M & L JGWElEI’S MOH-F]‘] programs for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or
Mercedes Limo Van Jewelers & Watch Repair . . just need some supplemental instruction to improve your driving
Cadillac Escalade SUV Rina sizina - Watch bar?ds 9.00 ﬂm = 5.00 pm skills, we are just the school for you! We believe Advantage Driving

. g g . . School offers a great combination of experienced driving instructors
Ford Expedition SUV Watch batteries - Engraving S aturday and affordable prices!
|
Asksatb(zﬂ?u:‘eexgL?isfﬂmzﬂiywﬂﬁ;w Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F;
(888’ 582'9987 (408) 270-6080 ‘ 9:30 al'll = 4:00 pm Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am-12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182;
Email: info@advantagedriversed.com

reserve@newwestimo.com
NewWesiLimo.com

S T
%}s"
N

3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA

Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat, 10am-5pm Website: advantagedriversed.com

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100+270-0850

D
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! "Hufazik Allah Waeayi- : 8:15AM
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¢ bers. If you are looking : The word Sikh (see-kh) : on site and walkthe ~  and marginalized of

e : Christ. Through wor-
@

LIVING HOPE

APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES :

https://www.
livinghopeam.org
Village Square Branch
Library (4001 Ever-
green Village Square
San Jose, CA 95135).
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Worship Service and
Dinner” (Community
Room) 10/1/23 and
10/29/23 at 3:00pm
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Trans-

forming lives within our

community with God’s
love. OUR MINISTRY:

¢ ship, study, fellowship
¢ and outreach, we strive
: to nurture and grow a

+ strong faith community
¢ of believers, a family of
: all ages, where each

i member feels wel-

¢ comed, loved, valued

i and empowered to

¢ serve. Children are
especially welcomed

i and cherished as an

: important part of God's
: family.

Som{

l Emr:mn Islamic Center

i EVERGREEN ISLAMIC

: latak™ the English

: meaning is " May Allah
i (swt) protect you and
: your family".

i Please visit our website
: to learn more.

¢ for an active Christian
: faith community, we
invite you to experience
¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com- :
¢ munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
Grace Church at 1200 Redmond
: _Pﬂq‘ of Evergreen :

: GRACE CHURCH OF

: EVERGREEN

: www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

: 408-274-1200

+ See you on Facebook.
i 2650 Aborn Rd at

: Kettmann, across from
: the Public Library.

: Serving Evergreen for
i over 55 years.

: John Goldstein Pastor.
i john@GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.com. Christian

Avenue, San Jose, CA

¢+ 95120. Mass is cele-
: brated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our
: weekend Mass sched-
¢ ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
: Sunday 8 am.,, 9:30
:am,11:30am.and 6 :
i p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
: tion is every Saturday
i at4pm.orby

: appointment. Our

: Parish Office is open

: Monday - Thursday

i 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
¢ and Friday 9:00 a.m. -

i means "disciple" or
: "student." A Sikh is a

i tating on the name of
i God (praying), earning
+ aliving by honest

: means and sharing the
+ fruits of one's labor

i with others. Currently
. there are close to one

practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th

Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-

i beautiful grounds.

: Learn more about us

+ and community events
i we sponsor by visiting
i century by Guru Nanak :
: in Punjab of old British
¢ India. A Guruwhois a
: "teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er' completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

¢ and learning. Sikhism
: is monotheistic and :
i stresses the equality of :
: all men and women.

our website;

¢ http://www. SanJose-
: Gurdwara.org

: ST. FRANCIS OF

: ASSISI CATHOLIC

¢ CHURCH

¢ 5111 San Felipe Rd.,

San Jose, CA 95135

408-223-1562.

¢ www.stfrancisofas-

i sisi.com

: or www.stfrancis

i ofassisipreschool.org
¢ We invite you to join

3 our community of faith
: located in the Ever-

i green area of San

: Jose. We are an inclu-

¢ San Jose. Our Pre-

: school is the only

: Catholic Preschool

: offering quality family
: oriented service in the
: Evergreen and Silver

¢ Creek areas. Our

¢ Chapel, Gathering Hall,
: Parish Office, Mission
: Center, Parish Gift

: Shop, Memorial Gar-

¢ den and Preschool are
: alllocated at 5111 San
: Felipe Rd. Please come :
i joinus toworshipat
: one of the following

: times and locations:

: St Francis of Assisi

¢ Chapel: Saturday

: 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
: AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
: Vietnamese), 6:00 PM

¢ For more information,

: please call or visit us at
: the Parish Mission

i Center open M-F 9:00

¢ AM -12:00 PM; 1:00

: PM - 4:00 PM. Come

: join us and share your
i presence with us so

: that together we may

: grow and share our

i gifts to help build God's
: Kingdom!

@

thepoint.church

: THE POINT CHURCH

: 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
¢ San Jose, CA 95148
:(408) 270-7646

: English Service:

i Sundays at 9:30 &

Training ministers on ~  CENTER (EIC) ¢ worship every Sunday : 3:00 p.m. Call 408- : million Sikhs livingin  : sive diverse communi- : Youth Mass : 11:00 AM
how to use their love ¢ http://www.eicsan- : at11am. Together we i 997-5100 for recorded : the USA and Canada  : ty striving to serve as ¢ St. Francis of Assisi + Spanish Service:
for God to reach those : jose.org ¢ build better lives and a ¢ information or 408- i and 25 million Sikhs  : Disciples of Jesus : Gathering Hall : 11:00 AM
in need of His love. 2486 Ruby Ave, : better community. : 997-5101 to speak ¢ living around the world. : Christ in the footsteps i Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun- : Cambodian Service:
OUR PASSION: Trans- : San Jose CA 95148. i Music Institute i with someone inour i Sikhism is the 5th : of St. Francis, offering day11:00AM, Igbo ~ : 11:00 AM
forming lives within our 3 (408) 239-6668 i (408)791 7772. After & parish office. : largest religion inthe ¢ prayerful and joyful & Mass - Second Sunday : Cantonese Service:
community with God's : "As-Salaamu-Alaikum" : School Piano, Violin, i world. Atthe Gurd-  : liturgies; evangeliza-  : of the month 12:30 PM : 11:00 AM
love. : the English meaning is : Other classical Instru- : wara (House of God) in : tion, fellowship, and ~ : Mt. Hamilton Grange - i Mandarin Service:

: "Peace be upon you". i ments. i San Jose we welcome : service opportunities to i 2840 Aborn Road : 11:00AM
EPISCOPAL CHURCH  : () What is Islam, who : PreSchool, Ages 2-6 ¢ all. We pray daily for ~ : the community. We ~ : Sunday 9:30 AM : Youth Extreme Point
IN ALMADEN i are Muslims, and what : Caring for your child ¢ peace and prosperity  : offer spiritual opportu- i The Villages Gated ¢ (7th-12th grade):

6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.

i is the Quran?
: A) Islam is a faith and

i with God’s love and
: affection.

: for everybody in the
: world. Come to visit

¢ nities for all ages,
: including children's

Community (Cribari
: Auditorium) Sunday

: Every Saturday at 6:30
¢ PM-8:30 PM

Bhe RGV-RShi”ey Booth way of life. Islam i Check our website for God is ©ne  : and enjoy Langer : liturgy, dynamic
enney, Rector : began in the 7th centu- : current activities. Fafegd i (food) in our kitchen & E.C.H.0 - Jr. High, To place a worshii
Phone:408-268-0243 i ry. People who follow Rab Ik Hai : which is open 365 ¢ IGNITE - High School p p

Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus

¢ Islam are known as

i Muslims. The Quran is
: the Divine book that

i guides Muslims to

i practice Islam.

¢ HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH

¢ Faith.Knowledge. Com-
i munity - this is our

: promise to our mem-

: SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

: 3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

: days of the year and

i serves complementary
: vegetarian meals. We

: also encourage you to

: enter our history room

¢ and North Star -Young
¢ Adult Ministrigs, along
: with small faith com-

i munities and opportu-
: nities to help the poor

listing, email
times@
timesmediainc.com



WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Almaden Times
Serving the community since 1986

Source: University of
North Carolina School
of Media & Journalism

It’s easy & FREE
to get rid of yourjunk

5Jenvironment.org/junkpickup
Help keep our neighborhood clean!  Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500

RESIDENTIAL AND SMALL BUSINESS PAPER SHREDDING

_‘ DROP-OFF SHREDDING SERVICE
 WATCH IT SHRED!

'EL,%ETRUNICS pAp'ER SHR.E.DDING JARD OR| VE
$|000 PERBOX ( SHREDDING
E0 R4S -

65 Gallon Container Z )
JUNK ITN
Executive Console .

CEEL mm o - OFFICE CONTENT CLEANOUT

~ I PICKS P

« DOCUMENT PURGES
* PICK UP DOCS
* ON-SITE SHREDDING

www.RE I)l)()(r‘slllll* D.com
408-377-2925

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE ¢ 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)

Mr. Peabody's

The Most Powful Green C[eaning On the Planet

Carpet & Upholstery Cleanmg

Complete Carpet Cleaning,
Stone Polishing and Repair

(408) 444-9437
Senving Evergreen Ualley since 1999
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