
Sat., December 16, 2023

The NewsHopper furnished FREE, because of the advertisers. Please let them know you appreciate it. First Copy FREE, subsequent copies  $1 per copy.

Vol. 24 •  Issue 50

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Page 3

LEGAL NOTICES
Page 3

OBITUARIES   
Pages 3 & 4

 CLASSIFIEDS
Page 5

WHAT’’S WHAT’’S 
INSIDEINSIDE  

email: hopper@crosbyironton.net
www.newshopper.net

PRST   STD
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Brainerd, MN 

ZIP CODE 56401
Permit No. 681

PO Box 562, Ironton 56455 
 218-821-1393 By Appointment Only

Call Eric at 
218-821-1393

NewsHopperNewsHopper 

YOUR
SUCCESS
IS OUR 
GOAL

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

 
Digestive Distress Ruining the Holidays?

Schedule your first appointment by December 31, 2023 and receive a 

FREE Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: 9-5 Mon - Sat; 11-4 Sun

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!*

* on In Stock Items

 Locally 
Owned and 
Operated

Don't Forget YourDon't Forget Your
    Stocking Stuffers!  Stocking Stuffers!  

Lamps 

on Sale

Wall Art on Sale 

Home 
Decor 
on Sale 
and so 
much 
more!

Candles on Sale 

Got Questions? 
Call 218-820-2254

Toby’s Toby’s ChristmasChristmas Shop  Shop Toby’s Toby’s ChristmasChristmas Shop  Shop 
 207 Minnesota Ave N 

Located north of Aitkin’s stoplight)
7 Days a Week 11-6 

Toby’s Christmas Shop New
 Items 
Added 
Every
 Day!

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE: LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

  PROPANE AVAILABLE PROPANE AVAILABLE 
including for including for 
Motor HomesMotor Homes

ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

WE HAVE 

AMMO

WE HAVE WE HAVE 
LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT

HOURS: Mon.- Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

ESKIMO ESKAPE 2400 INSULATED SLED SHELTER
Insulated  • Portable • Easy = Fish More Often & Longer!

2-person flip-over with 
dual side-door entry

The heavy-gauge 
sled fits easily into 

the back of most any 
crew-cab pickup, under 

a tonneau cover! 
 Sled Base: 60" x 37" x 10"H 
Setup Size: 60"x 99"x 75.5"H 
Pack Size: 60" x 42" x 22"H 

Weight: 96 lbs.

$$7997999999

ASPEN • HICKORY • RUSTIC CEDAR • BLACK WALNUT

TOYLANDTOYLAND
 NOW OPEN! NOW OPEN!TOYLANDTOYLAND
 NOW OPEN! NOW OPEN!

ReclinersRecliners
Starting atStarting at
$$2992999898  

Pictured 
Zero Wall 
Recliner

LOG BED SALE IN ALL SIZES!

BLACK WALNUT AND ASPEN STUMP TABLE

the software integration to 
connect the automated wine 
dispenser from Italy.

In addition, the Hudrliks 
were challenged to select 
wines that would suite a 
variety of customers from a 
$9 bottle of wine to the more 
sophisticated $300 bottle. 

“Everyone has a unique 
and special taste from sweet 
whites to dry reds,” Mark 
Hudrlik said in a press re-
lease.

To help them with their se-
lection, the Hudrliks invited a 
few oenophiles (people who 
appreciate wine) to taste the 
variety of wines to feature 
on the menu and in the wine 
dispensing machine for the 
wine tastings.

The idea of a wine bar 

was not as much about the 
wine as it was about the 
experience. 

“Over the past few years, 
we have been fortunate to 
visit wineries from around 
this country, the world and 
local state wineries,” said 
Mark. “Meeting the owners, 
wine makers and seeing their 
passion for the art of wine 
and seeing the talent we 
have even in our own state 
of Minnesota has been an 
incredible experience. Our 
hope is to bring that experi-
ence and excitement to our 
own community to enjoy. 
We are anxious and excited 
to start this new journey with 
all of you.”

The Cana Wine Bar name 
came about  when the 
Hudrlik’s family and friends 
would gather on Wednes-
days (Wine Wednesdays) 
to explore different wines 
from around the world. 

The Cuyuna Lakes Cham-
ber of Commerce welcomed 
a new business, the Cana 
Wine Bar, to Crosby on Tues-
day with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony.

Owners Mark and Kolly 
Hudrlik have been busy with 

the last minute details of their 
new venture, which is located 
in the front building at 64-1st 
Ave. SW.

The Cana Wine Bar fea-
tures wine by the glass or 
bottle from many different 
regions of the world, Minne-

sota domestic and craft beers 
by the can, and charcuterie 
boards with meat, breads and 
cheeses from various areas 
around the world. 

In the last few weeks be-
fore they could open, the 
Hudrliks needed to wait for 

Hudrlik Flooring makes room for Cana Wine Bar in Crosby

Continued on Page 6

After the ribbon cutting ceremony (far right) Matthew Hudrlik pops the cork on a bottle of 
Champagne (left to right) as Cuyuna Lakes Chamber of Commerce Director Aubrey Koop, 
Anne Robert, Dean Hanson, Trisha Koop, Sherri Leonard, Jennifer Podsiadly, (center) Cana 
Wine Bar owners Mark and Kolly Hudrlik, Shane Holmin and Damian Craig celebrate. 

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd. • Deerwood
 ruttgers.com • 800-450-4545  

Ruttger's Winter Market SaleRuttger's Winter Market SaleRuttger's Winter Market Sale

 Call 218-678-4673 for more details 
and to reserve your spot.

Enjoy complimentary mini donuts & coffee while you design!

 Design gifts

 for everyone

  on your list!
SATURDAY

DEC 16
10 am - 2 pm
Design Gifts with
Beautycounter &

 Ruttger's Winter Market

HOURS: THURSDAY-SATURDAY 9 am-7 pm & SUNDAY 9 am-3 pm 

Enjoy lots of sales, a free tap beer 
and free gift wrapping! 

THURSDAY
DEC 21

5 pm - 8 pm
Guys Night Out

Get all your last minute 
shopping done

Free Gift
 Wrapping! 

 WHITE OAK GRILL HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS!   
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 3-5pm

 $2 OFF $2 OFF DRAFT BEERS  DRAFT BEERS 
1/2 PRICE1/2 PRICE GLASSES OF WINE  GLASSES OF WINE 

$1 OFF$1 OFF RAIL DRINKS RAIL DRINKS

 BUY ONE, GET ONE HALF OFF!BUY ONE, GET ONE HALF OFF!

  on Jackets, Tops, Jeans and Shoes on Jackets, Tops, Jeans and Shoes 

30% off30% off  Toys  Toys  
20% off20% off   Purses and Metal Christmas Jingle BellsPurses and Metal Christmas Jingle Bells

equal or lesser value

17698 MN 6
DEERWOOD 

OPEN: THURSDAY 4-8 pm, FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9 am-8 pm AND SUNDAY 9 am-3 pm
—    BREAKFAST: FRIDAY-SUNDAY 8-11 am  —
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CASH 4  JUNK CARSCASH 4  JUNK CARS
AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY
Call 218-839-3371Call 218-839-3371

CROW WING COUNTY LANDFILL
Open Mon – Sat / 8am to 5pm (April to October)

For more information,
please call 218-824-1010.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow 
Wing County for recycling and disposal needs. 

• Household Garbage
• Fiberglass boats
• Mattresses
• Furniture
• Mobile Homes
• Free recycling of lead-acid car/

marine batteries - NOT to be 
disposed of in the landfill

• Free compost of lawn and garden 
material (please separate brush 
and branches)

• Recycling of used oil filters
and anti-freeze

• Free oil recycling at the landfill and 

the County. Visit our webpage for 
 

www.crowwing.us and search “oil.”
• Demolition materials may be 

disposed in the demolition landfill 
for a fee

• Large appliances, electronics, tires 
with or without rims, and scrap 
metals can be disposed at the site 
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The Following Items are Accepted

Open Mon – Friday / 8am to 5pm  (November to March)

RILEY’S NAPA RILEY’S NAPA 
AUTO SUPPLYAUTO SUPPLY

AITKIN • 218-927-2153

 LARGEST 
SELECTION 
of hydraulic hose & fittings

up thru 2” 4 wire 

MINNESOTA’SMINNESOTA’S

rileyautosupply.com

ONE OF

 NewsHopper Deadlines are normally  Mondays at Noon. 
However, there will be an EARLY DEADLINE 

Thursday, December 21st for the issue of Dec. 30th.

CONSERVATION TIP OF THE WEEK
DECEMBER 18-24 2023   

As part of its ongoing mission to educate the public about wise use of 
natural resources, Long Lake’s team of Environmental Educators will share 
simple, everyday Conservation Tips that everyone, including kids, can do. 
If everyone makes the effort to consume resources more wisely, we can 
help ensure a brighter future for the planet and make life better TODAY!

       

Wrap wisely this holiday season
Approximately 2.5 million pounds of wrapping paper will end up in the landfills this 
holiday season. If that seems high, it’s because wrapping paper with foil, glitter, 
sparkles, lamination, or sequins is not recyclable. Instead, wrap using reusable gift 
bags – typically made of cloth or fabric - or old magazines or newspaper. If you use 
traditional wrapping paper, save what you can for next year. 

Nature Notes:
  • It’s ice fishing season. Get out and enjoy, but be sure to leave no trace   
   behind. And don’t be greedy. Only take what you’re going to eat. 
  • Enjoy the most Minnesota of birds - the Black-capped Chickadee. These  
   little birds are often overlooked, but - like a Minnesota Winter -  they   
   are beautiful and tough. They’ll be at your feeder all year, and, with some  
   patience, can be conditioned to eat seeds out of your hands. 
 

STARGAZING NOTES, provided by the Minnesota Astronomical Society 
What’s happening in the starry sky this week?  
 • Dec .19:  First quarter moon.
 • Dec. 21:  Winter Solstice, the shortest day of the year (only 8 hrs 33 min of  
  daylight) with the sun at its lowest altitude. Don’t give up hope-- the days  
  will begin lengthening, slowly in the next couple of weeks, but more rapidly in  
  the coming months. 
 • Dec. 21 - 22:  Moon near Jupiter. 

sustainable as they 
mature and repro-
duce to replace fish 
caught by anglers.

Complete winter 
fishing regulations 
are available on the 
Upper Red Lake reg-
ulations webpage 
and the Mille Lacs 
Lake regulat ions 
webpage.

Especially in re-
gards to Upper Red, 
we get questions 
how to handle fish 
cooked in a fish house and 
the requirement to retain 
carcasses, and how this ap-
plies to possession limits. 
For this information, please 
read the details on pages 32-
33 in the Minnesota Fishing 
regulations.
Take precautions on the ice

The ice season got off to 
a quick start in parts of Min-
nesota, with ice forming on 
some water bodies and nu-
merous reports of ice anglers 
already testing their luck. 
But the weather over the last 
week has not been great for 

those who want to get out ice 
fishing. Many lakes that peo-
ple have been out on likely 
have seen some degree of ice 
melting as a result of sun and 
warm weather. 

-If you choose to go on 
the ice, make sure to check 
ice thickness throughout the 
day. Don’t assume the path 
you walked onto the lake will 
be safe for your walk home. 
Ice melts faster near shore so 
don’t wait too long to return 
home if you think the ice is 
becoming unsafe. Now more 
than ever, it is crucial to 
wear a life jacket, ice picks, 

and ice cleats. And a 
cell phone, whistle or 
other communications 
device makes it more 
likely a person can call 
for help.

The Minnesota DNR 
reminds everyone to 
stay on shore until 
there’s at least 4 inches 
of new, clear ice. While 
4 inches of new, clear 
ice is the minimum rec-
ommended thickness 
for walking, it takes at 
least 5 to 7 inches to 

hold a snowmobile or small 
all-terrain vehicle, 7 to 8 
inches for a larger, side-by-
side ATV, and 9 to 10 inches 
for a small car or SUV.

Each year, unexpected falls 
through thin ice lead to seri-
ous injury or death. Checking 
the ice thickness with a spud 
bar, auger or other device 
is the best way to prevent 
falling through. Wearing a 
life jacket is the best way to 
avert tragedy, since the initial 
shock of falling into cold 
water can incapacitate even 
strong swimmers.

The walleye limit for Upper 
Red Lake is four this winter, 
an increase from the three 
allowed last winter. The Mille 
Lacs Lake walleye limit will 

remain at one.
Fall netting assessments on 

both lakes suggest these har-
vest levels will keep walleye 
populations sustainable and 

healthy.
Effective Nov. 1, anglers 

fishing on the state waters 
of Upper Red Lake can keep 
up to four walleye with one 
longer than 17 inches. As a 
reminder, this four-fish limit 
is both the daily and posses-
sion limit.

As of Dec. 1, Mille Lacs 
Lake anglers can keep one 
walleye 21-23 inches long 
or one longer than 28 inches.

The DNR sets winter reg-
ulations for these lakes after 
completion of annual fall 
population assessments. Re-
sults from Upper Red showed 
an optimal level of walleye 
spawning stock and a high 
overall net catch rate, es-
pecially of nearly mature 
walleye.

Mille Lacs’ results found 
slightly lower walleye num-
bers than in 2022. But the 
continued strong presence 
of walleye born in 2013 and 
2017 and acceptable num-
bers of walleye born in 2021 
and 2022 suggest there are 
adequate numbers of younger 
fish to keep the population 

Winter regulations are in effect on Mille Lacs and Upper Red lakes



NewsHopperTM 	 December 16, 2023	 3www.NewsHopper.net

Hoppers Helper’s Service DirectoryHoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Pet Care Service

Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.  	
tfn

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w47 2020

Appliance Sales & Service
Jim Blakesley Appliance Service & Repair 
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin 
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air  
Condit ions, Sept ic Protectors, and MORE. 
Authorized Platinum Star Service. tfn

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2018w39

Insurance

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 
5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
Want to see it in the NewsHopper?

Deadlines are normally Mondays at Noon
However, there will be an EARLY DEADLINE Thursday, December 21st

 for the issue of Dec. 30th.
Send your photos, stories and community events to hopper@crosbyironton.net

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS
December 
16th - Dinner with Santa at the Trailside Tavern in Crosby from 3:30-5:30 p.m.
16th -  Getting Loose on the Moose Trail Ride hosted by Over The Hills Gang ATV Club. Visit: overthehills-

gang.org for more information.
17th - Breakfast with Santa 9 a.m.-noon at Croft Kitchen and Bar in Crosby. Call 218-546-6575 for information.
17th - A Christmas Hymn Fest, 10:30 a.m. at Bethesda Lutheran Church of Rossburg. Everyone is welcome 

to join in on a Sunday full of Christmas music. Favorite hymns will be sung along with a short service.
Coffee and goodies after.  The church is located at 35941-350th Ave, Aitkin.  

17th- Cuyuna Area Christmas Sing at Rafferty’s in downtown Crosby starting at 4:30 p.m. Caroling hosted 
by area churches.

21st - C-I Dance Team Show in Galovich Gymnasium at 6:30 pm with all Just For Kix dancers performing. 
22nd - Deerwood Bank’s Holiday Open House. 
24th - A candlelight service will be held on Christmas Eve at 10:30 a.m.  Please join us to celebrate the birth 

of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Everyone is welcome to attend Bethesda Lutheran Church of Rossburg at 
35941 350th Avenue, Aitkin.

TYKE’S CARPET Castle
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd • 218-829-3878 

Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

OVER 

165,000
 SQ. FT. 

IN STOCK!

  9999¢¢ SQ. FT.SQ. FT.

  REMNANTS  REMNANTS    $10.95$10.95 SQ. YD.  SQ. YD. 

All First Quality Merchandise!All First Quality Merchandise!

LLuxuryuxury VINYL PLANKING VINYL PLANKING
 STARTING AT STARTING AT

BUY IT TODAY, GET TODAY!

OVER  OVER  400400 ROLLS ROLLS

ON IN-STOCK GOODS 

SALESALE    Going Going 
on now on now 

$$115555OROR$$13139595
SQ. YD. SQ. YD. SQ. FT. SQ. FT. 

OVER OVER 
500500

  TO CHOOSE TO CHOOSE 
FROM  FROM  

BUY A

REMNANT FROM 

TYKE’S AND WE

 WILL BIND IT!

Perfect for Under the Tree!Perfect for Under the Tree!

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., Dec. 9 & 16, 2023)
 LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING
The Libby Township Board 

will meet in person at 1:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, December 
19 at the Palisade Communi-
ty Center. The purpose of this 
meeting shall be to discuss 
and decide matters that may 
come before the board.  

Dated this 29th day
 of November, 2023

Jane Grimsbo Jewett, clerk
Libby Township  

2.37

  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Full Service Snow Removal
 Blowing Sidewalks and Drives • Plowing

Snow Blowing • Roof Snow & Ice Removal 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for Call for 
a FREE a FREE 
QuoteQuote

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., Dec. 9 & 16, 2023)

  HAZELTON
TOWNSHIP NOTICE 

OF CANDIDATE
FILING FOR

TOWNSHIP OFFICE 
Notice is hereby given for 

the time of filing affidavits of 
candidacy for township of-
ficers to be elected at the 
Hazelton Township Annual 
Meeting which will be held on 
Tuesday, March 12, 2024.

Filings will open January 
2, 2024 and close at 5 p.m. 
on January 16, 2024. Filings 
must be made by contacting 
the Township Clerk, Kay Ol-
son, at 218-678-3389 or email 
hazeltonclerk@gmail.com. The 
Hazelton Township Clerk will 
be available from 1:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. on the last day, 
January 16, 2024 for filing as 
required by law.

Offices to be filled are:
1 Supervisor for a 3-year term

Clerk for a 2-year term
Filing fee is $2.00

Dated this 4th day of
 December 2023

KAY OLSON,   Clerk
 Hazelton Township

4.9

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., Dec. 16 & 23, 2023)

 WEALTHWOOD 
TOWNSHIP NOTICE 

OF CANDIDATE
 FILING FOR
 TOWNSHIP 

OFFICE
Notice is hereby given for 

the time of filing affidavits of 
candidacy for the Township 
officers to be elected at the 
Wealthwood Township Annu-
al Meeting and Election which 
will be held Tuesday, March 
12, 2024.

Filings will be open Tues-
day, January 2, 2024 and will 
close January 16, 2024 at 5:00 
p.m. 

Filing hours from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. at the office of the 
Clerk Office will be closed on 
legal holidays.

Call for an appointment 
218-678-2880.

Offices to be filled are one 
Supervisor for a (3) three year 
term.

Filing fee is $2.00.
Dated: December 5, 2023
LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk

Wealthwood Township
4.8

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

More obituaries on Page 4

GENEVA MOLLENHAUER
Geneva Julene Mollenhauer,  

96, of Crosby died peacefully 
November 18, 2023 in her 
sleep.  

Memorial service will be 11:00 
a.m. on Saturday, Decem-
ber 16, 2023 at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Crosby.  A 
visitation will be one hour prior 

to the service at the church on Saturday.  
She was born January 23, 1927 to John and 

Henrietta (Van Heel) Olmschenk at home in Staples. 
She attended Sacred Heart Elementary School, 
graduated from Staples High School and the New 
York Hairdressing Academy in Fargo, ND.  In 1948 
she married Douglas Seeley. They had four children: 
Keith, Julie, Janie and Kraig. In 1954, she opened 
a beauty shop in their home As life changed, Gen 
worked afternoons at the Cuyuna District Hospital 
as a nurse’s aide, coming home to afternoon ap-
pointments in her beauty shop. In 1971, she married 
Victor Mollenhauer, moved to Owatonna, MN and 
gained three more daughters: Judy, Jeanne and 
Vicki. She waitressed at Jerry’s Supper Club until 
the early 90’s. Not one to be idle, she became a 
Tupperware dealer traveling all over Minnesota. 
After Vic died, Gen returned to Crosby in 1995 and 
worked at TJ’s Riverside Family Restaurant. She 
was a member of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 
a lifetime member of Owatonna VFW Post 3723, 
Ironton American Legion, and Red Hat Ladies.  
Volunteering was dear to her heart, especially at 

the Care Center delivering mail or assisting with 
resident outings.  “Have Keyboard, will travel” 
found her playing music for area senior groups 
and the Care Center. Her greatest fulfillments were 
preparing meals and feeding her kids and any 
neighborhood kids hanging around. She baked 
homemade bread three times a week and made the 
most delicious cinnamon rolls every weekend for 
coffee company after playing cards. Gen also had 
a passion for quilting/crafting with friends, working 
puzzles. Holidays and birthdays were always full of 
family, friendship, laughter, and a bit of advice.  She 
was a proud Blue Star Mother, and participated in 
many events and parades honoring our veterans.

Gen is survived by her two sons: Keith (Rose) 
Seely, Crosby; and Kraig (Leslie) Seely, Deerwood; 
three daughters: Judy (Charles) Gilman, Carmi-
chael, CA; Julene (Richard) Matthies, Arvada, CO; 
and Crosby, and Janell (Thomas) Stanton, Crosby; 
18 grandchildren: Jess, Allison, Cole, Sherri, Vicki, 
Stephanie, Brittany, Katharyn, Jenie, Tamara, Vin-
cent, Matthew, Billie, Michael, Michele, Jessica, 
Hannah and Kelly); 35 great grandchildren; 14 great-
great grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Victor; parents; siblings: Oliver Olmschenk, Lucile 
Nichols, Irene McGillivray, and daughters: Jeanne 
Mollenhauer and Vickie Weinzetl.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

OPEN TO MEMBERSHIP & GUESTS
Come and see what the Moose is about!

Aitkin Moose Lodge
22 4th St. NE, Aitkin
  located 2 blocks north

of the stoplight turn right/ left side 
218-927-2072

Hours: Mon.-Fri. open at 4 p.m., Sat. open at Noon!  

Hall Available for Rent Hall Available for Rent (Seats 225) Weddings, (Seats 225) Weddings, 
Reunions, Graduation & Other EventsReunions, Graduation & Other Events

Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.
Meat RaffleMeat Raffle

Every Saturday Every Saturday 6 p.m. 6 p.m. 

 

Thurs., Dec. 21Thurs., Dec. 21
Woman of the Moose

Pizza Night
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., Dec. 20Wed., Dec. 20
Walleye 

Sandwich
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Sun., Dec. 31Sun., Dec. 31
New Year’s Eve 

Tailgate Party

Wed., Dec. 27Wed., Dec. 27. 

Super Burgers
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Taco BarTaco Bar
All Day Long!

 Live Music by
Scott Free

Spread
Your 
Message
with an
ad in the 
NewsHopperNewsHopper
hopper@crosbyironton.net

The Crow Wing County 2024 
budget and property tax levy 
increase of 3.99% was set at 
the Tuesday, Dec.12 County 
Board Meeting. Commission-
ers unanimously passed the 
$107,261,400 budget and 
$45,909,662 property tax levy.

While property taxes are 
expected to account for 46.4% 
of total county revenues next 
year, intergovernmental reve-
nue such as state and federal 
allocations, grants, and cost 
sharing agreements, will ac-

count for 35%. Other taxes 
(9.5%) including the local op-
tion sales tax supporting county 
highway projects and charges 
for services (5.5%) make up the 
bulk of the remaining revenue.

By department, the largest 
expenditures for the county 
come in Community Services 
at 32.8%, Highway Services 
at 23.5% and Public Safety 
services at 18.1%. Community 
Services also generates the most 
revenue followed by the High-
way Fund and Public Safety 

Services.
The Board also set the tax 

levies for the First Assessment 
District and the Second Assess-
ment District in Unorganized 
Territory. The County Board is 
the local government for the 
districts as they don’t have an 
organized township structure. 
The Board voted to set the First 
Assessment District tax levy 
at $1,258,993 for an increase 
of 5.88%. The Second Assess-
ment District tax levy was set 
at $83,811 for a 4.9% increase.

CWC Board approves budget levy
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To become a sponsor of the church 
directory contact Eric at 218-821-1393 

or hopper@crosbyironton.net 218-927-2027
 Toll free: 1-888-450-8845

Appliance Service & Repair

Call
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CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & Tyrel LaValle, pastors; 

Worship 10:15 am & 6pm; youth group Wed. 6pm;  11-1st 
Street SW;  newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 9 & 10:45 

Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church (formerly The 

Journey North) Tom Hoffman, interim pastor, Worship 
10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - The Journey North, Worship 9 & 10:30, 218-824-
5617 thejourneynorth.com 

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 pm; Wed. 
Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  Pastor Chris Meirose; 927-3678; SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory Family night, KidMin grades 
kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 

Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 
Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, Rabi Frank Dell, 

for information 320-684-2804 

LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 

School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Cedarbrook — St. John’s (ELCA); Worship 8:30;  Holy 

Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 8:30; 

SS 10; Bible Study Wed. 7 pm; handicap accessible. 
218-546-6910

Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.
com • 218-692-3682 Kristin Oltmann, Senior Pastor; Becky 
Swanson, Associate Pastor Labor Day-Mem. Day: Sun. 
9:30am, Wed. 6:15pm; Mem. Day-Labor Day: Sun. Indoor 
8:30am, Outdoor 10am

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9:30, SS 10. 
Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. (Hand-
icap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS), Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 
10:30,  (alternates with Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 
Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(ELCA), Pastor Ericka Foss; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda (ELCA);  Comm. 1st & 3rd Sunday 
each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, 

MN 56425 
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30, Bible Study 

10:30; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.aitkinadventist.
org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler — Pine Lake Chapel, Worship 9, fellowship follows. 
Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services 

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Celebration of Life • Pre-Planning Services  

Jason Brezinsky 

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

Directors: www.srtfuneral.comJerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
LEONARD MIGLIERI

Leonard  “Roscoe” Miglieri, 
95, died on Saturday, Decem-
ber 2, 2023 in Emily.

Leonard’s celebration of life 
is being planned for the first 
weekend in August. 

He was born in Chicago, 
Illinois on August 6, 1928. 
He retired to Naples, FL with 

his sweet pea, Dorothy Polden. After Dorothy’s 
passing, Leonard moved to Emily, MN where his 
daughter Millie and Jim Joslin were caregivers for 
the last 8 ½ years.  His son Jim also provided care 
for Lenny last summer.

Leonard is survived by his brother, Roy Miglieri 

of Jupiter, Florida; children: Joseph Miglieri, JoAnn 
Lindman, James Miglieri, Millianne Miglieri and 
Leonard Miglieri; 13 grandchildren: Leonard, Frank, 
Joseph, Michael, Christopher, Michael, Timothy, 
Emily, Alec, Matthew, James, Anthony, and Sabri-
na; 17 great-grandchildren; a great-great-grand-
daughter; many nephews and nieces. 

He was preceded in death by his sweet pea, 
Dorothy Polden; parents: Joseph and Josephine 
(DiNovo) Miglieri; siblings: Anthony DiLise, Jose-
phine Badus and Augustina Gioia, and son Emil 
Miglieri.  

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

RICHARD KERN
Richard Leonard Kern, 88 of 

Palisade died Tuesday, Decem-
ber 5, 2023 at his home.

Funeral service was held on  
Tuesday, December 12, 2023 
at Sorensen-Root-Thompson 
Funeral Home in Aitkin with 
Pastor Dallas Smith officiating.  
Burial was in Pine Grove Cem-

etery, Palisade.
He was born March 21, 1935 in Faribault to 

Leonard and Ruth (Crandall) Kern. He grew up and 
attended school in Saint Paul. He married Myrna An-
dreen Revoir Nielsen March 30, 1955, they divorced 
in 1960. Richard was united in marriage to Sharon 
Lovene Loftis on January 21, 1961 in Ames, Iowa. He 
worked as a painter in the Twin Cities area and was a 
member of the Saint Paul Painters & Allied Craftsmen 
Union Local 61. In 1968 he purchased property near 
Palisade where he operated a dairy farm. Richard 
would travel back and forth from Palisade to the 
Twin Cities, farming and painting. He retired in 1995 
and remained active in the Palisade area where he 

enjoyed his farm and raised Beef cattle.  
Richard is survived by his children: Lori (Mark) 

Maas, Kip Nielsen, Rick Nielsen, Jodi Stee, Sue 
Backus, Scott Kern (Denita Weston), Rod (Kim) Kern, 
Nicole (Dana Erickson) Kern; 19 grandchildren: Paula 
(Frank) Borowiec, Jessica Hawkins, Dan (Lisa) Haw-
kins, Adam (Heather Gourley) Hawkins, Tim Hawkins, 
Elyce Nielsen (Khalif), Eric Stee, Jeff Stee, Ronnie 
(Ashley) Nielsen, Eisabella Nielsen, David (Shaw 
Grygo) Backus, Jessica (Luke Darud) Backus, Jake 
(Micaiah Summer) Backus, Victoria Backus, Coty 
Kern, Ana Kern, Jared Kern, Travis (Mariah) Kern 
and Zach (Nicole) Kern; 28 great-grandchildren; six 
great-great-grandchildren; brother, Harlan (Beverly) 
Kern; brothers-in-law: Buz (Sara) Loftis and Butch 
Loftis; and many other  relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death by his wife Sharon on 
November 8, 2006, siblings: Elaine, Donald and Sha-
ron, a grandson, former wife Myrna and his parents 
Leonard and Ruth Kern.

Arrangements were with the Sorensen-Root-Thomp-
son Funeral Home and Cremation Service of Aitkin. 
Leave online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

MARLEYS HICKS
Marleys Jean (Shafer) Hicks, 

age 83 of Ironton died on Sat-
urday, December 9, 2023 at 
the Cuyuna Regional Medical 
Center in Crosby.

Funeral services will be 12:00 
p.m. on Thursday, December 
21, 2023 at the Koop Funeral 
Home in Crosby. Burial will be 

at the Lakewood Cemetery in Crosby. Visitation 
will be one hour prior to the service at the funeral 
home on Thursday. 

She was born in Crosby on July 8, 1940 to Victor 
and Charline (Johnson) Oreskovich. 

Marleys is survived by two sons, Steve (Jodi) 

Shafer of Lakeville and Rick (Terri) Shafer of Cros-
by;  daughter, Nikki (Kevin) Wassen of Crosby; two 
step sons: David (Ann) Hicks of Minnetonka and 
Rick Hicks of Apple Valley; 17 grandchildren; four 
great-grandchildren; two brothers: Kim Oreskovich 
of Trommald and Victor “Keith” Oreskovich of Ait-
kin; three sisters: Judith (David) Karnowski of New 
Brighton, Mardell Blom of Crosby and Sandra (John 
Freeman) of Deerwood. 

Preceding Marleys in death are her parents; first 
husband Richard Shafer; second husband David 
Hicks; and brother, Richard “Chuck” Oreskovich.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

DON KOERBER
Don Joseph Koerber, 66, of 

McGregor, died unexpectedly, 
Sunday, December 3, 2023.

Services will be on Saturday, 
December 16, 2023  at 11 a.m. 
in the McGregor Funeral Home, 
McGregor with Pastor Joel 
Seibel officiating.  Visitation will 
be one hour prior to the service.   

He was born January 17, 1957 in Waukegan, Illinois 
to Arnold and Beverly (Johnson) Koerber. Don 
graduated from McGregor High School in 1975.  
He started his career in 1976 building houses 
in Minnesota and Alaska. In 1979, Don joined 
the Carpenter’s Union and was employed by Ed 
Kraemer and Sons until he retired in 2017. Don was 
united in marriage to Gayle Hageman on August 14, 
1981 in McGregor. Don and Gayle built their home 
in McGregor where they raised their two children 
and spent their life together. He was a proud and 
loving husband, father and grandfather. He loved 
spending time with his family and friends. Don 

was a loving, caring and creative person. His smile 
and sense of humor would brighten moments for 
everyone around him. He could always be found 
tinkering in the garage with all sorts of creative proj-
ects. He was always willing to lend a helping hand 
whenever needed and put others before himself. He 
loved being outdoors, he enjoyed hunting, fishing, 
snowmobiling, riding motorcycles and spending 
time with his grandchildren.

Don is survived by his wife, Gayle; children, Joe 
(Sarah Pierce) Koerber and Don (Leah) Koerber; 
mother, Beverly Bush; three grandchildren: Mor-
gan, Madison and Memphis Koerber; siblings, 
Vicki (Tom) Spindler, Arnold (Roxanne) Koerber, 
Mary (Mitch) Perrine, Tom (Stephanie) Koerber, Bill 
(Shelley) Koerber and James (Jill) Koerber; several 
nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.

Don is preceded in death by his father, Arnold and 
step-father, Marshall Bush.

  Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral 
Home and Cremation Service in McGregor. Leave  
online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.
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AutomobilesAutomobiles

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled 
– it doesn’t matter! Get free 
towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-877-978-2510. (mcn)
G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 844-913-2887. (mcn)
Get your deduction ahead 
of the year-end! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired.Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous year-end 
tax credit. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-855-
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Automobiles Cont.Automobiles Cont.

Make a tax-savvy move this 
holiday season and year-end! 
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV, and more to champion 
our veterans. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous year-end 
tax deduction. Call Veteran 
Car Donations at 1-888-429-
2331 today! (mcn)

FarmFarm
 

Urban Almapro Calf Feeder 
with 2 hygiene feeding sta-
tions and calf ID collars. 
Feeds 50 calves. 2 ½ years 
old. Refurbished. $19,500. 
641-220-0732.   w48 

For SaleFor Sale
 

For Sale  Snow Thrower 
30” wide attachment for DR 
mower $350 218-763-2133   
w48  

For SaleFor Sale

Cont.Cont.
For Sale: Gravity Box on 
Wheels. 8x53, 10 HP and 
PTO 8x53 Augers 701-412-
8910 w48-49

Give a GREAT GIFT this 
Season. Send 100% guar-
anteed, delivered-to-the-
door Omaha Steaks! This 
package comes with 8 FREE 
PureGround Filet Mignon 
Burgers! Order The Butch-
er’s Deluxe Package! ONLY 
$99.99. Call 1-888-673-1224 
and mention code 74222DRL 
or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/Deluxe8465.

GolfGolf

Golf Cart Batteries $159.99 
w/exchange. Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 927-2153  tfn

Health/MedicalHealth/Medical

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance- NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/
https://www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Health/Medical Health/Medical 
Cont.Cont.

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER and 65+? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash 
award. NO obligation! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us 
help!! Call 24/7, 1-866-533-
1701. (mcn)
AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 
855-846-4036. (mcn)
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)
Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today! 1-877-916-
2093. (mcn)
LOW-COST HEALTH COV-
ERAGE. Government sub-
sidies available for families 
earning $111,000 or less a 
year. See if you qualify. Call 
for your free quote! 1-888-
772-8454 (mcn)

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Truck driver with CDL, must 
have 3-5 years’ experience 
required, Diesel mechanic 
certified with 3-5 years’ 
experience, Office manager 
with QuickBooks, payroll, 
and transportation industry 
experience. contact 218-
927-3320 for further infor-
mation.

Home ServicesHome Services

Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Our 
home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES.

Home ServicesHome Services

Cont.Cont.
We stand by our service and 
if we can’t fix it, we’ll replace 
it! Pick the plan that fits your 
budget! Call: 1-877-743-
7971 (mcn)

SafesSafes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair 
and locked safes opened  
• Heavy and light duty gun 
safes and vault doors on 
hand • High security safes 
for gold and silver • 320-360-
5431 w53

 
TrailersTrailers

Utility Trailer brake & sus-
pension parts Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 218-927-2153

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the NewsHopper

NewsHopper Classified Order Form

Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per week for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per week for three to twelve issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per week for thirteen or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.

NewsHopper TM

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

 NewsHopper Deadlines are normally

Mondays at Noon. 

However, there will be an EARLY DEADLINE 
Thursday, December 21st for the issue of Dec. 30th.

                                     Week of December 10, 2023             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT

PETS

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL 
EDUCATION TEACHER 

Long Term Substitute. New London-
Spicer Schools.  MN licensure required.  
See www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment 
for more information.

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

ADD TONEKOTE 
to dog & cat rations to treat dry, scaly 
skin, doggy odor & insure winter coat.  At 
Tractor Supply® www.happyjackinc.com

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 
for those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select pro-
grams include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Bene ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus off er: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time $20 
copay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

GIVE A GREAT 
GIFT THIS SEASON

Send 100% guaranteed, delivered-to-
the-door Omaha Steaks! This pack-
age comes with 8 FREE PureGround
Filet Mignon Burgers! Order 
The Butcher’s Deluxe Package! 
ONLY $99.99. Call 844/513-2857
and mention code 74222DRG or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/Deluxe8464

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET YOUR DEDUCTION 
ahead of the year-end! Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous year-end tax credit. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501

SWITCH TO DISH 
and get up to a $300 gift card! Plus get 
the Multisport pack included for a limited 
time! Hurry, call for details: 855/562-4309

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/10/2023 North

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Grove
Navels

Tangerines

Petite Red 
Navels

Petite 
Navel

Call 1-855-527-0992 to order item 492X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H4YN08

* Only $23.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H4YN08

SAVE 37%
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2399*

Special limited-
time offer!

Sunshine Citrus

Picked fresh
from the Grove
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 218-821-1393.

Call Eric at 218-821-1393

TV WITHOUT COMPROMISE.
EXPERIENCE PREMIUM TV 

via your internet connection.

866.296.1409
IVS Holdings

Service subject to DIRECTV delivered via internet terms and conditions. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Some o�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Requires high 
speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended for optimal viewing. Call for details.

Call 877-228-5789 to 
schedule your free quote!

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.
�������������������������������������
��������
�	��������
��������
�������������������������������
��������������������

CALL TODAY (866) 443-3789

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance

��������������������
���������������
�����
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-829-3371 Call 218-829-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices! Now DoingNow Doing

Spray FoamSpray Foam
 Insulation Insulation

We Do We Do 
Ice DamIce Dam
RepairRepair

on Roofs!on Roofs!

Appliance Service & Repair
Aitkin

218-927-2027
1-888-450-8845

For more information call

Frigidaire
White-Westinghouse

Gibson
Kelvinator

Tappan 
Electrolux

Asko

  

Maytag
KitchenAid 

Amana
Jenn-Air

Roper
Whirlpool
Crosley

Amana Commercial Products
Frigidaire Commercial Products 
Kelvinator Commercial Products
Electrolux Commercial Products

Authorized Authorized 
Platinum Platinum 

Star ServiceStar Service

Serving All Makes • Over 35 Years Experience

jlblak@embarqmail.com

Cana Wine Bar in Crosby  | Continued from Page 1

 “My son-in-law came up 
with the name,” said Mark. 
“Found in the second chapter 
of John when Jesus turns water 
into wine at the wedding feast 
of Cana. So if you have enough 
faith (water is free) just order 
water!”

Winter hours for the Cana 
Wine Bar are from 2 p.m. to 
9 p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday.

The Cana Wine Bar also has 
an outdoor patio with firepit 
and bocce ball court.

The Hudrliks want to as-
sure customers of Hudrlik 
Flooring that they are not 
closing their Crosby location. 
Hudrlik Flooring has moved 
to the middle of the building 
with access from the alley and 
plenty of private parking to the 
side with the same staff and 
service you’ve come to expect.

Cana Wine Bar name references the Bible story where Jesus 
turns water into wine: 
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was 
there,and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When 
the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 
  “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 
  His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 
  Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial 
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants,    
“Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, 
“Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did so, 
and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into 
wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, 
“Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after 
the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”  
What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through 
which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.    
                                                                              - John 2:1-12 NIV

 The Aitkin County Land 
Department is seeking two 
at large members to serve 
on the Natural Resources 
Advisory Committee.  Terms 
are for four years. Meetings 
are in the evening at Long 
Lake Conservation Center 
the second Monday of every 
month.

The purpose of the commit-
tee is to advise, consult with 
or make recommendations 
to the Aitkin County Board 
of Commissioners on matters 
relating to the development, 
maintenance, management 
and utilization of the forest 
resources and recreation in-
frastructure on Aitkin County 
managed lands.

For more information on 
these openings, please call 
DJ Thompson at 218-927-
7364 or by e-mail: dennis.
thompson@co.aitkin.mn.us

There is also an opening to 
serve as a citizen represen-
tative from Aitkin County on 
the joint governing board of 
East Central Regional Library, 
along with representatives 
of Chisago, Isanti, Kanabec, 
Mille Lacs, and Pine Coun-
ties. The Board is comprised 
of one county commissioner 
and two citizens appointed 
by each of the respective 
counties who are signatories 
of a Joint Powers Agreement. 
The Board is responsible 
for policies, goals and ob-
jectives, budget, hiring a 
director, and advocacy for 
the regional library system.   
Board meetings are held at 
9:30 a.m. on the second 
Monday of the month, gen-
erally at the regional library 
headquarters in Cambridge 
with 2-3 meetings per year 
at one of the other branch 

libraries. Board members 
also serve on working com-
mittees as appointed by the 
Board President. Mileage is 
reimbursed.  

Applications are being 
accepted until Noon on 
December 27, 2023 or until 
filled.  The Aitkin County 
Board of Commissioners will 
make the committee selec-
tions from submitted applica-
tions during a County Board 
meeting.  All applicants will 
receive notification by mail 
whether or not they have 
been selected.  Applications 
can be found on the Aitkin 
County website, or call 218-
927-7276 option 7 to request 
an application by mail.

For additional information 
on the East Central Regional 
Library Board, please email 
Carla Lydon @ clydon@
ecrlib.org

Aitkin County committee openings 

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
encourages Minnesotans to 
use caution and stay aware 
of wildfire risk. Lack of snow 
and unusually warm, dry 
conditions over the next 
week are likely to increase 
fire danger in much of Minne-
sota. Dry, brown grasses and 
vegetation mean wildfires 
can start easily and spread 
quickly; this elevated risk is 
likely to persist until we have 
continuous snow cover.

“Don’t be fooled because 
it’s December. Even with 
some scattered snow show-
ers, burning vegetative debris 
is risky right now, especially 
with temperature increases 
and windy conditions pre-
dicted over the next week,” 
said Karen Harrison, DNR 
wildfire prevention special-
ist. “We are asking people 

to consider delaying any 
planned burning until con-
ditions improve.”

Due to drought conditions 
over the past few years, any 
fires now have the potential 
to burn deep into the unusu-
ally dry organic soil layer. 
Deep-burning fires hold heat 
for days, sometimes months, 
and could lead to wildfires 
in the days or weeks ahead.

It is best to wait to burn 
brush or vegetative debris 
until there is at least 3 inches 

of snow cover on the ground. 
Alternatively, Minnesotans 
are asked to consider com-
posting, chipping, or trans-
porting materials to a brush 
collection site as alternatives 
to burning.

When conditions improve, 
remember burning permits 
(mndnr.gov/burnpermit) are 
required for burning vegeta-
tive debris (leaves, branch-
es, woody material, etc.) in 
piles larger than 3 feet high 
by 3 feet in diameter until 
there is at least 3 inches 
of continuous snow cover. 
Check current conditions 
on the DNR fire danger and 
burning restrictions webpage 
(mndnr.gov/burnrestrictions). 
Also, be sure to follow safe 
debris burning tips (mndnr.
gov/wildfire/prevention/de-
brisburning) to help reduce 
wildfire risk. 

Dry conditions throughout Minnesota 
increase potential for wildfires
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