
Simitian shows early
momentum with over 130
local elected endorsements
and over $600,000 in 
federal campaign funds

By William Bellou
Publisher

Joe Simitian announced he’s run‐
ning for Congress.  

Santa Clara County Supervisor
Joe Simitian declared his candida‐
cy for Congress in District 16 last
week with the endorsements of
over 130 local elected officials
throughout the district. 

Simitian said he’s ready to be the
strong leader we need on issues
important to district voters.

“I will fight to reverse climate
change, protect reproductive rights,
and tackle the housing crisis,” said
Simitian. “On the Board of Super‐
visors and in the State Legislature,

I took on tough problems and pow‐
erful interests and won. I’ll do the
same in Congress.”

Simitian launched his campaign
following the decision of Con‐
gresswoman Anna Eshoo, who held
the seat for over three decades, to
not seek re‐election. 

“Our community has been served
exceptionally well by Congress‐
woman Eshoo. I will follow her tra‐
dition and my own practice of pri‐
oritizing constituent service. I will
advance the values and issues that
are the hallmark of our Valley: inno‐
vation, inclusion and fairness,”
Simitian said.
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Monahan image unveiled
By William Bellou

Publisher 

A
lmaden residents were invit‐
ed to attend the “Kitty Mon‐
ahan Dedication Celebra‐

tion” on November 28 at Casa
Grande located on Almaden Rd.
Monahan passed away last year at
age 89.

The event celebrated Santa Clara
County’s renaming of the Alamitos
Bridge to Kathleen “Kitty” Mona‐
han Bridge and Almaden Quicksil‐
ver County Park’s Yellow Kid Trail
to the Kitty Monahan Trail and ded‐
icated the picnic table donated by
the New Almaden Quicksilver
County Park Association. 

The ceremony opened with
remarks by Santa Clara County

Supervisor Joe Simitian who talked
about Kitty’s life and contributions
to New Almaden. 

Simitian unveiled the new sig‐
nage, as well as markers denoting
a bridge and a trail renamed in
Monahan’s honor. Alamitos Creek
Bridge crosses the creek on Alami‐
tos Road, approximately one mile
south of Bertram Road. A memo‐
rial picnic table has also been
placed in the park. 

Visitors to New Almaden Quick‐
silver County Park and the mining
museum therein will now be greet‐
ed by the new sign bearing the
image of the late Kitty Monahan,
who helped lead Santa Clara Coun‐
ty’s purchase and preservation of
the 4,000‐acre park, where mer‐
cury mining in the 19th‐century

See MONAHAN, page 3

“Kitty” Monahan served on the Santa Clara County Park and Recreation Com-
mission from 1990-1998. 

Kitty Monahan Dedication 
Celebration highlights her 
contributions to Almaden  

Tapping your car’s hood could save a life!
It's that time of the year again when the weather is changing,

and the nights are colder.  
If you, your family or friends who live in California or another

state and park your car outside, this message is important!
Please take a quick minute to tap on your hood before you start

your engine. Small animals may have crawled under the hood to
keep warm.  You could save a life!

By William Bellou
Publisher

S
acred Heart Community Serv‐
ice (SHCS) proudly continues
with its Holiday Toy and Food

program designed to support fam‐
ilies in need during this season.

Toy Box Program
Sacred Heart is delighted to rein‐

troduce its Toy Box program, aim‐
ing to distribute 18,500 gifts to
families in need. Donors are encour‐
aged to visit Sacred Heart's dona‐
tion station (Monday through Fri‐
day, 8 am ‐ 4 pm, and Saturdays, 9
am ‐ 12 pm) or make a financial
donation using the following link:
https://www.sacredheartcs.org/ho
lidays23

Please note only families who
have pre‐registered will receive
gifts. No walk‐up appointments are
available. 

Toy Box Distribution Dates and
Times:

• Thursday, December 21st: 10:00
am ‐ 6:00 pm

• Friday, December 22nd: 9:00
am ‐ 4:00 pm

Volunteer
Sacred Heart is currently seek‐

ing volunteers to support its holi‐
day activities. Distributing 18,500
gifts takes the coordinated effort of

an entire community. If you are
interested, please visit: https://
www.sacredheartcs.org/volunteer 

SHCS firmly believes in the power
of unity and giving from the heart
during this holiday season. Togeth‐
er, this organization believes we
can make a meaningful difference
in the lives of those in need as we
spread love, hope, and nourish‐
ment in our community.  

Sacred Heart needs toy donations and volunteers in
order to meet goal of helping 6000 local children

Joe Simitian launches congressional campaign
to succeed retiring Congresswoman Anna Eshoo
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Join the San Martin Horsemen’s Association!
Do you like horses? Do you and your horse need some new things to do and places to go?
Do you like getting to know other people who like horses, too? Then perhaps you should
check out San Martin Horsemen’s Association.  SMHA has been serving the community and
horsemen for over 30 years. You have probably seen them in the 4th of July Parade in Mor-
gan Hill, or perhaps at the Grand Nationals at the Cow Palace. Maybe you saw the fantastic
12 Man Ride the Quadrille unit put on for San Martin School’s 100th Anniversary.  Or
maybe you’ve followed a horse trailer that says, “Please don’t ride my tail.”  Where ever
they go, they sure grab your attention.  But there is a lot more going on behind the scenes,
with many activities for youths and adults of all riding styles and disciplines.  You don’t
even need to have a horse!

San Martin Horsemen’s Association has been here to enlighten its members and the commu-
nity about horse and rider safety, environmental issues, veterinary tips. It has also been there
to support County and State Park & Recreation trail maintenance and actively support the 4-
H and most equine activities in the area.

On the third Wednesday of every month, the Association has its General Meeting at a local
restaurant at 7:00 PM.  There is always a program of interest to the horse minded.  They also
have monthly pleasure rides at different locations like Dinosaur Point, Mt. Madonna, Henry
Coe State Park and Salinas River Beach.  There are ice cream social pleasure rides, and the
Halloween Poker ride where horse and rider can come in costume and win prizes for their
imagination and ingenuity.  There are camping trips at Point Reyes and Jack Brooks.

The Association has sponsored CSHA sanctioned horse shows, CSHA sanctioned Trail Tri-
als, Gymkhanas, a parade unit, a quadrille unit as well as team penning, roping and cutting
clinics.  These are great schooling opportunities for kids and adults alike.  There is really
something for everyone and their horse.

Visit http://smhorse.org/membership/ to join today!

Monahan
Continued from page 1
jumpstarted California’s Gold Rush econo‐
my.

About Kitty Monahan
Kathleen Monahan, who preferred to go

by Kitty, passed away on July 25, 2022, at
the age of 89 at her home in New Almaden. 

“Kitty was the heart and soul of New
Almaden,” said Supervisor Joe Simitian, who
represents the Almaden area and spear‐
headed the request. “She did so much to
safeguard the environment for future gen‐
erations, and it’s fitting that her name will
be associated with the waters and lands she
loved.”

Monahan, a resident of New Almaden
since 1972, was a beloved preservationist,
educator, and historian who spearheaded
efforts in 1976 to get Santa Clara County to
purchase the 4,163‐acre Almaden Quick‐
silver County Park. She was determined to
preserve not just the natural beauty of the
Almaden Valley but to preserve the Valley’s
history, especially its history of 19th‐cen‐
tury mercury mining. Almaden was, at one

time, the largest mercury mine in the Unit‐
ed States. 

In 1983, Monahan helped found the New
Almaden Quicksilver County Park Associ‐
ation, or NAQCPA. She later served on the
Citizens Advisory Committee of Santa Clara
County’s Open Space Authority. 

During Kitty’s lifetime she spent at least
14,000 hours volunteering for the County’s
Park system; she came to be known as the
unofficial mayor of New Almaden. She was
recognized with a Presidential Volunteer
Service Award in 2014, and a lifetime
achievement award by the Santa Clara Coun‐
ty Preservation Alliance in 2022.

“Kitty led a life of leadership and good
works. And it wasn’t only her environmental
service; she was captain of her high school
basketball team, she was a nun for 19 years,
and she was a math teacher at William C.
Overfelt High School,” said Simitian. “A res‐
ident of New Almaden got in touch with me
and suggested re‐naming the bridge for her.
I thought it was a great idea.”

When Simitian asked her brother, Richard
Monahan, he agreed. “Kitty bridged so many
things. Alamitos Creek can be another one,”
he said.

Santa Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian, left, and an unidentified man unveil new signage and
a picnic table in memory of Kitty Monahan, who helped lead Santa Clara County’s purchase and
preservation of New Almaden Quicksilver County Park. Monahan died last year at age 89, and Simit-
ian said that since then, the county has “taken steps to honor Kitty and her contributions to New
Almaden, our parks system and our community.” (Courtesy photo)
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County of Santa
Clara and community
partners collect 408
firearms at San José
Gun Buyback event

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer

T
he County of Santa Clara part‐
nered with the Sheriff’s Office,
District Attorney’s Office, City

of San José, San José Police Depart‐
ment, County of Santa Clara Pub‐
lic Health Department, and Coun‐
ty of Santa Clara Behavioral Health
Services to host a gun buyback
event at the Reid‐Hillview Airport. 

During the event, 408 firearms
were collected, along with 70 repli‐
ca/airsoft/bb‐style guns, 133 hand‐
guns and 275 rifles, including 1 Uzi,
one sawed‐off shotgun, and one
rocket‐launcher. Additionally, 20
were ghost‐guns and more than a
dozen were assault‐style weapons.
There was $40,050 distributed in
compensation.

“Residents of the 408 Area Code
stepped up to voluntarily turn in
at total of 404 firearms at the San
José Gun Buyback at Reid‐Hillview
Airport on December 2, and that
has us feeling extra grateful this
holiday season,” proclaimed Super‐
visor Otto Lee.

Supervisor Lee added, “We’re also
very thankful for the Sheriff’s Office,

District Attorney, City of San José,
San José Police Department, the
County’s Public Health Department
and Behavioral Health Services, and
my colleagues on the Board of Super‐

visors for working together to make
this event possible, and safe.”

The weapons are in safe storage
with the Sheriff’s Office until they
are sent out for destruction. 

Residents may turn in unwant‐
ed firearms through the Sheriff’s
Office’s Gun Relinquishment Pro‐
gram. Call 408‐299‐2311 for more
information.

ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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Federal funds from Safe Streets
and Roads for All grant 
program to be used for safety
improvements to help city meet
Vision Zero goals

M
ayor Matt Mahan was joined
by Vision Zero Task Force
Chair, Councilmember Pam

Foley (D9) and Vice Chair, Coun‐
cilmember Bien Doan (D7), trans‐
portation officials, and the mother
of a traffic fatality victim to announce
a $12.9 million federal grant award‐
ed to the City for traffic safety im‐
provements at four locations Dec. 13. 

The Safe Streets and Roads for All
(SS4A) grant program, administered
by the U.S. Department of Trans‐

portation, announced earlier the same
day that San José would be awarded
the full amount requested.

“San José’s pedestrians and cyclists
deserve to travel safely around our
city,” said Mayor Mahan. “We’ve
reduced traffic fatalities this year
thanks to strategic investments in
enforcement, education and
improved infrastructure. This fed‐
eral support will enable us to save
more lives in the years ahead.” 

The announcement was made as
speakers gathered near the site of
one of the four projects, along Curt‐
ner Avenue between Canoas Gar‐
dens and Highway 87. There, the
City’s Department of Transporta‐
tion is proposing a project with sev‐

eral safety elements. They will build
a protected intersection that keeps
bicyclists separated from vehicle
traffic in their own physically sep‐
arated lane. 

A raised, separated bikeway is also
proposed along the north side of the
street. Pedestrians will benefit from

the added separation from vehicles,
as well as from a new section of side‐
walk that is currently missing. Traf‐
fic along the stretch will be better
controlled with a pair of traffic sig‐
nal modifications. Three people
were killed along this stretch of Curt‐
ner Avenue between 2017 and 2021.

“In response to increasing traffic
fatalities in San José and across the
nation, we’re doubling down on our
efforts to build transformative street
safety projects,” said John Ristow,
Director of Transportation. “The Safe
Streets and Roads for All grant is an
amazing opportunity to make sig‐
nificant improvements to some of
our most troubling locations.” 

City representatives were joined
by Gina LaBlanc, a traffic safety advo‐
cate who lost her son, Kyle LaBlanc,
in 2016, when he was killed by a
driver as he walked along Curtner
Avenue.

"I am very grateful to know that
with this new grant, much‐needed
safety infrastructure can finally be
built at this location," said Gina
LaBlanc. "My son Kyle was not the
only life lost here. My heart goes out
to the other families who have lost
loved ones and also those who have
been injured. Like Kyle, all of these
people matter. It is my sincere hope
that with these new changes, pedes‐
trians and cyclists will be able to get
where they need to go without los‐
ing their lives or becoming seriously
injured."

The other locations included in
the grant award are:

Monterey Rd at Curtner‑Tully
Roads:  

• Project scope includes protect‐
ed intersection, full signal modifi‐
cation, pedestrian time extension
using pilot video detection and tran‐
sit boarding island. 

• This project will make it safer
for people walking, biking, and tak‐
ing transit at one of the highest fatal
and severe injury intersections in San
José. There were seven fatal and
severe injuries in five years, includ‐
ing three pedestrian fatalities in a
span of a single year.  

Capitol Expressway at Senter
Road:  

• Project scope includes protect‐
ed intersection and a full signal mod‐
ification. 

• This project will make it safer
for people walking and biking to
cross one of the highest fatal and
severe injury intersections (seven
fatal and severe injuries in five years)
in San José It is located near Andrew
P. Hill High School and Rocketship
Rising Stars Academy.  

East Santa Clara Street at 11th
Street:  

• Project scope includes a new
pedestrian refuge island, sidewalk
extension, new bulbout corner, sig‐
nal modification, and raised bike‐
way.   

• This project will enhance safety
for pedestrians and cyclists cross‐
ing at one of the highest fatal and
severe injury intersections in down‐
town San José (two fatal and severe
injuries in five years).   

The projects will kick off in 2024.
Construction is anticipated to begin
in late 2027 and take approximate‐
ly two years to complete.
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San Jose receives $12.9M 
federal grant to increase safety
along dangerous corridors
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P
ianist and composer Nico‐
las Namoradze came to
international attention in

2018 upon winning the triennial
Honens International Piano Com‐
petition in Calgary, Canada—
among the largest prizes in clas‐
sical music. 

Namoradze’s recitals around
the globe have been met with uni‐
versal critical praise, and recent
album releases have received
extraordinary accolades, includ‐
ing the Choc de Classica, Record
of the Month in Limelight, Instru‐
mental Disc of the Month in BBC
Music Magazine, Editor’s Choice
in Gramophone, Editor’s Choice
in Presto Classical and Critics’
Choice in International Piano.

Among the most critically
acclaimed musicians of his gen‐
eration, Namoradze was
bestowed the 2020 & 2021 Young
Pianist Award by the UK Critics’
Circle, which called him “very
much more than a top‐flight
pianist.” Recent highlights include
recitals at concert halls including
New York’s Carnegie Hall, Lon‐
don’s Wigmore Hall, Konzerthaus
Berlin and the Tokyo Bunka
Kaikan; festival appearances at
Tanglewood, Banff, Gstaad, Santa
Fe and more; and performances
with orchestras including the Lon‐
don Philharmonic, Budapest Fes‐

tival Orchestra and Sin‐
fonieorchester Basel.

Namoradze earned his master’s
at The Juilliard School and his doc‐
torate at the CUNY Graduate Cen‐
ter. He is currently pursuing post‐
graduate studies in neuropsy‐
chology at the Institute of Psy‐
chiatry, Psychology and Neuro‐
science at King’s College, London,
where his research interests
include the effects of mental prac‐
tice and mindfulness on musical
performance. Namoradze is the
author of the book “Ligeti’s Macro‐
harmonies,” published by
Springer in the Computational
Music Science series, and his com‐
positions are published by Muse
Press.

THE PROGRAM:
Bach‑Busoni, “Ich ruf zu dir,
Herr” BWV 639
Bach, French Suite No. 1 in D

minor BWV 812
1.    Allemande
2.    Courante
3.    Sarabande
4.    Minuet
5.    Gigue

Bach, The Art of Fugue, BWV
1080

1.    Contrapunctus VI
2.    Contrapunctus VII

Fauré, Preludes Op. 103
1.    No. 3 in G minor
2.    No. 6 in E‐flat minor
3.    No. 9 in E minor

Ligeti, Etudes
1.    1. No. 11, “En suspens” 
2.    2. No. 13, “L’escalier du diable”
3.    3. No. 16, “Pour Irina”

INTERMISSION 
Nicolas Namoradze, Memories
of Rachmaninoff’s “Georgian
Song”

Pärt, Für Alina
Pärt, Variationen zur 
Gesundung von Arinuschka

Rachmaninoff‑Namoradze, Ada‑
gio from Symphony No. 2, Op.
27
Scriabin, Sonata No. 4 Op. 30

TICKETS:
Single Tickets: $45 to $70; Gen‐

eral Admission: $70/$60/$50;
Senior & https://steinwaysoci‐
ety.com; Purchase tickets at
https://steinwaysociety.com, or
call the Box Office: 408.300.5635;
or send email to office@stein‐
waysociety.com.

Pianist and composer Nicolas Namoradze performs for Steinway Society – The Bay Area at Montgomery Theater
in San Jose, with a diverse repertoire on January 21, 2024. Photo by Nathan Elson courtesy of the artist and
Steinway Society.  

Steinway Society Bay Area welcomes
Pianist and composer Nicolas Namoradze
to the Montgomery Theater January 21 

”Set to become
one of the truly
important
artists of his
generation.”
–American 
classical pianist
Emanual Ax



T
he Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association is fighting
to reverse one of the largest property tax increases
in state history, a little‐noticed provision of Propo‐

sition 19 that revoked the ability of parents to pass prop‐
erty to their children without any change to the property
tax bill.

Proposition 19 passed narrowly in November 2020, and
the provision affecting intergenerational transfers became
effective on February 16, 2021, barely three months after
the votes were counted.

Previously, parents could pass their home and up to $1
million of assessed value of other property to their chil‐

dren, and that property was excluded from reassessment.
The property tax bill would not change as a result of the
transfer. That was the law under Proposition 58, passed
by more than 75% of voters in 1986. Ten years later, vot‐
ers passed Proposition 193 to extend the same rules to
transfers between grandparents and grandchildren if the
children’s parents are deceased.

But that all changed with the passage of Proposition 19,
a measure that won a squeaker of a victory after a costly
and deceptive advertising campaign that neglected to tell
voters the whole story. Under Prop. 19, only a principal
residence is eligible for an exclusion from reassessment,
and only if the children move in within one year and the
home becomes their principal residence, permanently.
Some family farms also qualify for an exclusion.

All other property will be reassessed to market value as
of the date of transfer. Children who can’t afford the new
tax bill will be forced to sell family property.

Your HJTA is fighting to reverse this tax increase. As an
interim measure, we sponsored Senate Bill 668, introduced
by Sen. Patricia Bates (R‐Laguna Niguel), to extend until
2023 the effective date of this enormous change to the tax
code. Sadly, others in the state Senate blocked this bill from
moving forward.

However, Sen. Bates has joined us in supporting Assem‐
bly Constitutional Amendment 9, introduced by Assembly
Member Kevin Kiley (R‐Rocklin), which would reinstate
Propositions 58 and 193 to the state constitution. ACA 9
will restore Proposition 13 benefits to children, preserv‐
ing the legacy of parents and grandparents who have
worked for decades to pay off mortgages on homes and
small businesses, and who hope to pass those assets to the
next generation so they can have a better, more secure future.

Editor’s note: You can go online to reinstate58.hjta.org down‑
load the organization’s   petition which can be shared with
friends and neighbors. The deadline is January 16, 2024. 
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2023’s Best Cities
for New Year’s 

W
ith venues hiking their prices significantly dur‐
ing New Year’s, putting a strain on people’s wal‐
lets that have already been hit hard by infla‐

tion, the personal‐finance website WalletHub today
released its report on 2023’s Best Cities for New Year’s,
along with its infographic of 50+ New Year’s Facts – Tra‐
ditions, Spending & More.

To determine which cities are the best for safely ring‐
ing in the new year without breaking the bank, Wal‐

letHub compared the 100 biggest cities across 26 key
metrics. The data set ranges from the legality of fire‐
works and the nightlife options per capita to food afford‐
ability and forecasted precipitation for Dec. 31.  

Best Cities for New Year’s
1. Orlando, FL 11. San Francisco, CA
2. San Diego, CA 12. Louisville, KY
3. New York, NY 13. Pittsburgh, PA
4. Las Vegas, NV 14. Philadelphia, PA
5. Atlanta, GA 15. San Antonio, TX
6. Miami, FL 16. Seattle, WA
7. Los Angeles, CA 17. Houston, TX
8. Chicago, IL 18. Nashville, TN
9. Denver, CO 19. Birmingham, AL
10. Washington, DC 20. Anaheim, CA

Times Local News

The battle continues to halt Proposition 19 tax hike

San Francisco 
has been named
the 11th best city
to celebrate the
New Year.



Santa Clara County
Supervisors vote to
add ‘reinforcements’
to County Veterans
Service Office 

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer 

A
fter much discussion, veterans and the
County Veterans Services Office (VSO)
were told that help is on the way. 

The Santa Clara County Board of Supervi‐
sors voted to add additional Veteran Service
Representatives (VSRs) to the VSO during the
Mid‐Year 2023‐2024 budget process. The VSO
is the primary method by which the County
serves its resident veterans; connecting them
to the services and benefits to which they are

entitled. This action, proposed by County
Supervisor Joe Simitian and co‐authored by
County Supervisor Otto Lee, is designed to
help the more than 64,000 veterans living in
the County. 

“Serving the veterans is part of the County’s
mission,” said Simitian. “I’ve been frustrated
that our Country hasn’t had the staffing nec‐
essary to fully assist our veterans when they
return from duty; this is a logical next step in
improving our service to local veterans.”

Each VSR is CalVET/Veterans Administra‐
tion certified and helps local veterans apply
for all possible benefits for which they qual‐
ify and have earned. “The addition of these
positions is just the beginning, and frankly, is
insufficient to address the larger issues,” said
Simitian. “But if we’re going to help our vet‐
erans, we have to address the increased
demand for services, the burden on staff, and
the resulting turnover.” 
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Joe Simitian discusses the County’s Veterans Service Office with a local veteran.  

Hollister: the only town
in California where 
residents feel safe
enough to leave doors
unlocked at night

G
randparents often talk about an era
in which homes would be left unlocked
at night, unconcerned about any

threats to their security. 
Times have certainly changed, and for mil‐

lions across America, it would be unthink‐
able in this day and age to leave their home
unlocked at night. Yet, there are pockets of
America where this trust in community safe‐
ty still endures. 

AutomateLife.net commissioned a com‐
prehensive study to find out where in Amer‐
ica people are still comfortable enough to
embrace the old‐world charm of an unlocked
front door as night falls. They surveyed 3,000
respondents and the places that made up
the top 5 were as follows:

#1 Hollister, California leads the pack,
heralded for its safety, coming in as the 30th
safest city in the state. Here, residents enjoy
quiet streets and low crime rates, with vio‐
lent crime at 2.8 and property crime at 7.7
incidents per 1,000 residents in 2020, indi‐
cating a downward trend and a stable sense
of security.

#2 Madison, Mississippi emerges as a
beacon of safety, with its crime rates a shad‐

ow of the national figures—54% lower over‐
all. It's a place where porch swings and neigh‐
borly chats are as common as the magno‐
lias blooming in profusion, and a sense of
belonging is as deeply rooted as the oaks lin‐
ing the historic district.

#3 In New Braunfels, Texas, affordabil‐
ity meets community charm, and the crime
rate sits 35% lower than the national fig‐
ure. This town is known for its welcoming
atmosphere, rich German heritage, and fam‐
ily‐friendly events that underscore its com‐
munity‐focused spirit.

#4 Owatonna, Minnesota stands proud
in 4th place, its safety a product of commu‐
nity bonds and vigilant protectors of peace.
Here, the crime rate is comfortably lower
than other cities of its size, fostering a warmth
that extends beyond the friendly "Minnesota
Nice."

#5 Finally, the coastal charm of Barnsta‑
ble, Massachusetts is evident not just in its
maritime heritage but also in its security. With
a 1 in 94 chance of encountering crime, this
enclave of Cape Cod holds tight to a legacy
of colonial architecture and oceanfront tran‐
quility, outpacing similar communities in
safety and splendor.
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Elf
escapades
The Christmas story 

continues...
By Kevin Larsen

Hello again everyone!  
I’m the Elf who wrote to you last year in the

Almaden Times Dec. 12, 2022 issue, page 9.
AlmadenTimes.com.

After getting back home last year, I got a
dream job at a big box store.  They just loved
my work ethic, and I was able to teach the
employees how to smile and emote joy so the
shoppers would buy more.

This thing called money is interesting, but
after a while I realized something was miss‐
ing. As much as I loved peeking into the new
toy boxes, I was having trouble finding my true
calling, so I decided to go back up to the pole
and ask Santa; so I packed my bags and head‐
ed for Diridon Station working my way up
north.  

I got permission to make my North Pole vis‐
its any time I wanted. On one visit I asked Santa
if I could sing in the North Pole Choir but lit‐
tle did I know the elves were mischievous in
nature and they ran behind me, all shaking
their head “NO,” to Santa.  Just as I looked for
his response. Santa looked down and shook his
head “No.”  Mrs. Claus stepped in and told Santa
to be nicer to me.

The girl of my dreams…
When I was young and naïve, I thought, who

wants a girl around anyway, they are just bad
luck but the occasional thoughts of being with
her, I decided were nice, so I kept them in the
back of my mind.

I look back on meeting the girl of my dreams

with my cold feet, it was all crazy.
Being with the love of my life are
memories that speak to me of
goodness of our world.  With
her, everything was warm and
delightful in my body and mind
and just being around her, I was
so contented from head to toe.

I remembered the best part
of her was she was not depend‐
ent on anyone, and she was not
afraid to speak out on anything
and say what was on her mind.
Perhaps she was related to Mrs.
Claus as the elves told me, for
she struck me as being world‐
ly. She came from a country that
makes sure boys and girls and women and men
all are considered equal.  The elves at the pole
also sent me letters to bolster my courage in
courting her.

Bike peddling with her 
At age 9, my mom cut my hair and I had a

pure bred black Labrador Retriever who took
a shiny Christmas ornament
off the tree without breaking
it and plopped it out on the
floor when confronted. He was
a duck hunting dog.

I lived near her and she was
a goddess.  Her presence was
a bolt of thunder. I was a brat
stationed in the neighborhood
because my family moved
there and she would show me
how to gather cloud berries
and jump into nature. I noticed
she had a nice smile and good
hair.

I first saw her at school from
a distance but was shy and
afraid to say hi.  One day, for
some reason, courage was inside me and I biked
over to her house and rode outside in circles.
Her mother thought I was crazy and her dad
smiled and knew I had a crush on her. She came
out and said she was going to the store on her
bike and if I liked, I could come along.

I looked up in the sky and said to myself,
“There is a God,” for right from the start I knew
she was an angel and I was put under her spell.
I fell in love with her voice and how she han‐
dled herself and when we got back to her house,
I told her I lived just down the street. She winked
at me as I put my kickstand up and that caused
me to almost crash. 

The next day after school, I
brought a softball and glove and
knocked on her door to see if
she wanted to play catch. Her
father opened the door and was
smoking a pipe. He said, sure,
you come in anytime you like. I
then got the courage up to ask
her as I looked not at her but
straight up to the sky, “Ya want
to go out and throw the ball?”
“Sure,” she said and I handed
her the ball and leather mitt. As
we headed to the park she asked,
“Where’s your mitt?” I told her
I didn’t need one, trying to be
cool and manly.

When we got to the big green field every‐
thing was going well. After the first 10 min‐
utes I told her, “Hey why you looping the ball
to me, come on let’s see what you got and I
made a sound with my fist going into the palm
of my left hand. Throw me a whammy!” 

I noticed she grimaced at me with her facial
expression as she took a step
back then wound up and cata‐
pulted the ball releasing it
straight at my face. I got a bit
scared at first but then decided
to try to catch it barehanded as
perhaps to try to impress her. It
hit my hands so hard I lost bal‐
ance and fell backward.

As my hands were stinging, I
knew I had been thinking incor‐
rectly about these creatures’
called women. I had thought they
were the weaker sex. “Hey, I
yelled, why you throw it so
hard?” and she told me,
“BECAUSE YOU TOLD ME TO!
I’m not a little girl you know, I’m

Captain on the Lacrosse Team and pitch for
the girls Softball Team.”

As it began to rain, I took off my jacket and
draped it over her shoulders because that’s
what I saw in an old movie. We walked toward
her house she said, “You’re shivering, are you
going to be OK.” I said with strength, “Oh Ya,
I’m just fine,” but my teeth were chattering.

When we got to her house she said, you’re
soaked, you sure you’re OK?”  I accepted the
hot chocolate she made and inside her house
I decided not to talk. I just put both hands
around the cup and looked inside it. When it
was time to leave the rain subsided. I kicked

up my kickstand and she winked at me again
and my heart raced inside my stomach. That
was the second time that day and my heart went
pitter patter.

I decided to do a bike trick I was develop‐
ing where I put my feet out back and lie on my
stomach on the seat holding the handle bars.
Everything was going well for I was coasting
downhill but I almost crashed again into an
oncoming truck.  This time she put her hand
over her mouth and I think she could tell I was
not too good of a stunt man. But I didn’t care
at all because just to be with her that day made
me happy.

Love and time
Little did she know that she taught me at a

young age that women would always be some‐
thing I would struggle to understand yet they
were the most important thing in the world!

When I arrived for the second time at the
pole, I was telling the elves about my discon‐
tent working at a big box store.  They set me
straight saying that there are two things that
make a wonderful present, love and time.  That’s
why the toys the elves make are made with
loving care and not by robots.

I began to understand that love has to go into
presents even electronic ones.  All workers
needed to care more.  I understood that moms
and dads and their children need to allow time
in everything they give. If only everyone ate
dinner together.

This helped me to figure out what needed
to go into the big box stores.  Love for worker
wellbeing and not a rushed way of putting
boxes on the shelves.  Maybe, I thought too,
that I could convince management to get rid
of the self‐checkout machines and take more
time talking with customers in kind ways.

I offered some ideas about the idea of giv‐
ing Santa a rest, with a self‐powered sleigh, but
no one was interested in pursuing the project.
I guess I’ll go back to the drawing board for
next year.  

Kissing my lovely wife
After my work was done at the pole, I head‐

ed home. Upon arrival, my wife gave me a hot
chocolate with marshmallows.  While looking
into her beautiful eyes, I told her, “are you the
pretty girl who gave me that big beautiful smile
long ago, because it isn’t fair how amazing you
are!  

I told my wife I loved her, and she respond‐
ed, “Silly, I love you too and I’m glad we work
together with our family to run the best candy
cane factory south of the north pole!”
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete 

programs for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or
just need some supplemental instruction to improve your driving

skills, we are just the school for you! We believe Advantage Driving
School offers a great combination of experienced driving instructors

and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182;

Email: info@advantagedriversed.com
Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000TimesClassifieds
Limousine Service

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
Village Square Branch
Library (4001 Ever-
green Village Square
San Jose, CA 95135). 
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Worship Service and
Dinner” (Community
Room) 10/1/23 and
10/29/23 at 3:00pm
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Trans-
forming lives within our
community with God’s
love. OUR MINISTRY:
Training ministers on
how to use their love
for God to reach those
in need of His love.
OUR PASSION:  Trans-
forming lives within our
community with God’s
love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus

Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellowship
and outreach, we strive
to nurture and grow a
strong faith community
of believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important part of God's
family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to
practice Islam. 

"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our mem-

bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We
offer spiritual opportu-
nities for all ages,
including children's
liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High,
IGNITE - High School
and North Star -Young
Adult Ministries, along
with small faith com-
munities and opportu-
nities to help the poor

and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Pre-
school is the only
Catholic Preschool
offering quality family
oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our
Chapel, Gathering Hall,
Parish Office, Mission
Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Gar-
den and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San
Felipe Rd. Please come
join us to worship at
one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday
5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi
Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday
of the month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated
Community (Cribari
Auditorium) Sunday

8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission
Center open M-F 9:00
AM -12:00 PM; 1:00
PM - 4:00 PM. Come
join us and share your
presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our
gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST 
Analyze logistics operations.
Bachelor's in International
Trade related. $62421/yr, 

Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Employment
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