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When the Mississippi State Board
of Education named Dr. Lance
Evans its new state superintendent
of education December 20th, he was
the board's top choice among the
four finalists for the state's top public
education job.

Also among the final four was
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After not going through the
process last year, Russellville City
Schools administrators are once
again in the process of reaccredita-
tion that would also apply to the pre-
vious school year as well.

According to Russellville City
Board of Education President Greg
Trapp, reaccreditation is underway
for the current school year.

“Up until last year, this is some-
thing we've done each year, so
we're going back and getting last
year and this year done,” Trapp
said. “At the end of the school year,
we'll be accredited for 2023 and

Mon., Tues, Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2
256.332.6073
510 Engle Dr, * Russellville
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each went through in-person inter-
views with the State Board of
Education on December 11th.

The State Board of Education hired
the firm McPherson & Jacobson,
LLC, to lead a national search to find
its next state superintendent. Grimes
said he was contacted by the search
firm and asked if he would be inter-
ested in interviewing for the job.

“We had a deep conversation
about whether this was a realistic
opportunity and are they really want-
ing someone with my skill sets?,”
Grimes said. “They said they were

See ‘GRIMES,’ Page 3

Russellvilie City Schools
once again going thru
accreditation process

2024 for all four schools and the
system.”

In Alabama, accreditation is done
through Cognia, a non-profit organi-
zation that accredits primary and
secondary schools across the
United States.

Cognia accreditation and certifica-
tion help schools meet high stan-
dards and to publicly display their
dedication to excellence.

Cognia was formed 17 years ago
when the pre-college divisions of
two accreditation organizations, the
Councils on Accreditation and
School Improvement of the North
Central Association of Colleges and
Schools and the Southern
Association of Colleges and

See ‘PROCESS,’ Page 8
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“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Pd. Pol. Adv. by: Doug Aaron-1102 Hwy 20 - Spruce Pine, AL 35585

Tommy Richard Oliver, 75, of Muscle
Shoals, passed away Wednesday,
December 20, 2023. Spry Memorial
Chapel assisted the family.

" John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine Alvin Harold Nix, 87, of Phil Campbell,
3 ) passed away Friday, December 22, 2023.

Over 22 Years Caring Pinkard Funeral Home assisted the
for Franklin County.” family.

Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00

ST Enes) Friday: 8:30-12:00 Velma Irene Smith Payne, 95, of

Russellville, passed away Friday,

Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana, December 22, 2023. Graveside service
and United Healthcare insurances accepted. will be at 3 p.m., Wednesday, December
27th at Knights of Pythias Cemetery.
Specializing in preventing, diagnosing Spry Memorial Chapel is assisting the
and treating a wide variety of diseases family.

and health issues affecting adults. o ]
Sinai Ojendiz, 47, of Russellville, passed

Accepting new patients away Wednesday, December 20, 2023.

w Visitation will be from 6-8 p.m.,
Thursday, December 28, at Spry

Memorial Chapel. Prayer vigil will begin
at 8 a.m., with a funeral mass following

on Friday, December 29, at Good
Shepherd Catholic Church. Burial will be
AVIATORS DETAILING at Franklin Memory Gardens.

NOW OFFERING:
Window Tinting! And
Mobile Detailing!
Let us come to you!
Full Detail: $125

Basic Exterior: $35 Rkt Indieniors ks For updates on news and sports throughout th.e week, don’t '
Basic Interior: $35  Full Exterior: 865 forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Maintenance Wash Program: $50!

Includes full interior & exterior

(256) 436-0465

13365 Hwy. 243, Russellville Airport
Brandon Seay, Owner = Certain restrictions apply
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excited because my skill sets matched what the Mississippi State Department of Education was looking for.” Grimes was one of around a dozen

candidates selected from the initial pool of applicants to participate in video interviews. After that, he was con-
tacted and told he was one of four finalists for the position, which pays $300,000 annually.
Grimes said he did notify the Russellville City Board of Education about applying for the job, something he
had done previously each time he applied for a position since he became RCS Superintendent in 2015.
“Since my contract is ending (in June 2024), the board has already made a decision on my contract, so |
did not believe it was necessary to notify them, which is something | have always done in previous instances,”

Grimes said.

Earlier this year, Grimes and the board reached an agreement about his future with Russellville City
Schools, whereby he would resign on June 19, 2024 and would be compensated approximately $20,000 on

top of his annual salary.

Additionally, Grimes said the new Mississippi State Superintendent of Education won't start his new job until
July 2024, so he would not have been required to resign from his current position.
Although he wasn't offered the job, Grimes said it was an honor to have been selected among the four final-

ists after a nationwide search.

Evans, who most recently served as superintendent of the New Albany (Miss.) School District, was named
the 2023 Mississippi Association of School Administrators' Superintendent of the Year.
He will have to be confirmed by the Mississippi State Senate when it convenes for the 2024 legislative ses-

sion

Please send your guest columns and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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Shoals Primary Care
welcomes

Dr. Zaman h@n
Shah

to the practice
in Sheffield

Board certified in Internal Medicine,
Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
a close family member of Dr. Syed.

He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins are Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

342 Cox Boulevard
Shefhield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

Thondas

MINI STORAGE

December

Special:
Pay for January 2024
and Receive the rest

of December 2023

FREE!
10°x 10’
$50/month

10°x 15’
$65/month

256.324.1127

530 St. Clair St., Russellville

10’ x 20’
$90/month

361231-1
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How Are You Inspired hy
America?

(The following essay was written by Phil Campbell High School 7th grader Melodie
Riley as an entry in the Veterans of Foreign Wars' annual Patriots Pen Essay Contest.
Congratulations to Melodie for winning the local contest and finishing fourth in the
District Contest. She is the daughter of John and Rachael Laynan. We are proud to pub-
lish Melodie's essay in the FFP)

Submitted

As an American, | have realized there are many things to truly be
inspired by.

Personally, | believe that one of the greatest things about being an
American is the ‘ ‘
freedoms that
come with being
part of this great
nation.

Our freedoms
offer endless
opportunities to
become great
and achieve
greatness.
Those in
America have
what others only
can dream
about.

Imagine what
it must be like to
be told what to
do, when to do
it, how to think,
how to feel, how
to believe, where to live, to whom one can marry and whether or not
you can become educated. To live with so many restrictions, one's
individuality would become nonexistent and life would truly be miser-
able.

Personally, | believe everyone should be able to live his/her life to
the fullest without fear or worry of what might happen if you decide to
think for yourself.

The freedoms | was born with have shaped me into the young per-
son | am today. | am able to dress how | like, be friends with those of
my choosing, discuss what | am most passionate about, and express
my feelings on a daily basis.

When thinking about those freedoms, | must direct my attention to
the brave men and women who selflessly gave some or all their lives
to ensure that my freedoms would remain intact and that | would
never have to live in fear of losing them.

To think of those brave souls standing guard for my freedoms is the
most inspiring aspect of the American dream.

Daily, those heroes risk their lives to promote and protect our basic
God given rights and freedoms and too often their sacrifices go unno-
ticed. From teachers to doctors and nurses to law enforcement offi-
cers and other first responders, our freedoms are protected, appreci-
ated and ensured for another day.

These individuals are eternal symbols of hope and freedom, and
because of them, | will forever be grateful.

Because | am an American, | get to be me—for me. | have so many
opportunities to express my individuality and play a small role in the
direction of the greatest country on earth.

So let me ask you this. If given the choice, why would you want to
live anywhere other than America?

For me, | love America and everything about it and the people in it.

0

2

COURTESY PHOTO

Please send your guest columns and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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“Goodness. Best sleep I've
had in years. I'm sore today
but that means it worked.

FASCIAL Can’t thank you enough.
F ? STRETCH You've got a permanent
THERAPY. client now:

~ Paul Wilbanks

annacarolporterholisticharmony.com Disabled valsran

Fascial Stretch Therapy helps with pain while
calming the nerves to ensure a good night’s sleep.

“Get Ready Call Anna Carol
to Heal!” Porter today!

Holistic Harmony. AC 256.668.2830

Dr. KeIIs J
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.
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John Pilati
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The Russellville City Council approved the purchase of a 2024
Kenworth dump truck to be used by the Russellville Street
Department for paving.

The council approved the purchase at its December 18th meeting.
The Kenworth T880 truck was purchased through a Sourcewell quote
in the amount of $234,857.48, to be paid from the City of Russellville
General Fund.

Other agenda items approved by the council included:

--declaring a 1999 Custom MF D firetruck surplus property in the
Russellville Fire Department and authorized posting it on
GovDeals.com.

--a contract amendment with First Due software for the Russellville
Fire Department.

--rescheduled the first Russellville City Council meeting of the new
year to Wednesday, January 3, 2024, at 12 p.m.

Email us at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Village at Oliver Place
NOW LEASING

Water included starting at:

12 BR $480 3 BR: $545

05 993 5005 . 1361 Plke Avenue . Ph|| ampell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546

“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle”

256-332-5440 A0
15255 Hwy 43 V
Russellville o =

EyeCare Professmnals



Tombighee Communications is
building in Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

“Healthy Living
IS
Happy Living!”

Introducing:
Dr. Christopher
Rankin

* Primary Care Physician
» Medical Check-Ups & Consultations
» Health Screenings

256.331.2700

156225 Hwy 43 * Suite |
e russELLVILLE

l' HOSPITAL

256.332.0255
EVENTS OF INTEREST « FAMILY REUNIONS « PLAYS *« CHURCH GATHERINGS « EDUCATIONAL - CLUB MEETINGS
HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUPPLIES
FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN ALABAMA WITH A
DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT REQUIRES
DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE. FOR MORE
INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS
SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530 PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529
THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA
DEPARTMENT OF SENIOR
he Foster Grandparent Program is seeking volunteers ages 55 and older to
help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and schools. Volunteers
will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement. We have openings for several
schools for the coming school year. Please call 256-332-6800 for an application.
shaKiran serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and human traf-
ficking across Alabama. Their vision is to be a ‘ray of hope’ by bridging the gap
between service providers and culturally diverse communities. Their 24-hour crisis line num-
ber is 1-800-793-3010. Learn more about AshaKiran by visiting www.ashakiranonline.org.
Consultations are free and confidential, and available in 45 different languages.
he Senior Center of Phil Campbell is under new management. Everyone age
60 and over are invited to come join us and be part of the group. This is for
men and women. We meet at the Phil Campbell Community Center Monday thru Friday from
8-noon. A delicious lunch is served at 11 a.m. Meals are $1 donation. Some come and play
Rook. We also do Bingo when we have enough people. There are several games to play or
just sit and socialize with other seniors.
astor Bro. Eric McKinney and the congregation of Crestview Missionary Baptist
Church, 24131 Hwy. 24, Russellville, invite you to worship with them. Sunday
morning Bible Study is from 10-Noon and Sunday morning worship from 11-Noon. All are
welcome to our services! Call 256-324-0179 for more information.
ennessee River Bass Club is seeking members for our 23/24 season. Club
fishes monthly on Tennessee river and Bear Creek lakes. We welcome boaters
or non-boaters 16 or older of all experience levels to join. Club is based in Sheffield. For
more information, contact Tommy 256-627-5662.
he Frog Pond Volunteer Fire Department is holding a fund raiser Gun Raffle
with proceeds going to benefit the Frog Pond VFD. Tickets are $10 or $25 for 3
and may be purchased through Cash App or PayPal. Call 256-263-0825 for more informa-
tion. One AR-15 and one Glock 19 Gen 5 will be given away. 16” AR-15 5.56/223 with 15”
MHR. And Glock 19 Gen 5 9mm. Drawing will be held at the Fire Department on February
23, 2024, at 6 p.m.
Y FATHER'S HOUSE MINISTRIES, RUSSELLVILLE, AL, 104 E. Lawrence
St., Pastor Pearl Shelton, would like to invite you to our weekly Prayer
Meeting every Monday evening at 5:30 p.m. Come join us as we pray together in unity and
power! Anyone needing prayer please be sure to join us! Everyone is welcome!
ew Ground will be in concert at North Russellville Baptist Church on Sunday,
January 21, 2024, at 4 p.m. Everyone is invited. A love offering will be taken
up. Church is located at 1401 Waterloo Road.
he Church of God on Mars Hill Road in Phil Campbell will have a New Years
Eve service starting at 7 p.m. Everyone is invited. The Believers, Paul Mishue
and others will be singing. Everyone is welcome!

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns, cartoon panels,
letters to the editor, recipes and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Licensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495

& Reiki Practitioner I —

—

256.332.4220

Creative Image Salon
7129 Hwy 43 » Spruce Pine
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Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !
Be Part of Feeding America!

Production wages start at $17.25/hr up to $20/hr

(Including incentive)
Apply In person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Advancement opportunities, Night Shift Premium Pay,

»j‘ 401K Retirement, Paid Holidays
_— - and Vacations.
Pilgrim’s /

EOE-AA-F-M-V-D
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Schools.

Trapp explained that Russellville High School students can benefit
from the school's accreditation when it comes to scholarships, feder-
al loans and col-

lege applica-
tions.

“College admis-
sions officials will
often look to see
if you are from _.
an accredited - S
school. If you e
transfer from an e
non-accredited
school to an
accredited
school, not all of
the course cred-
its may be
accepted,” Trapp
said. “This is one
of those things
that's been a

Pest Solutions

S5

Pest & osquito
Control

Russellville City 256-332'4008

Schools for a long time and it's something you need to have.”
Accreditation may be earned for school systems as well as individ-
ual schools.
According to www.cognia.org, Russellville High School was initially
accredited in 1953. Russellville Middle School, Russellville

Elementary School and West Elementary School each received their
initial accreditation in 1977.

As a system, Russellville City Schools' initial accreditation came in
2008.

Russellville City
Schools
Superintendent of
Education Heath
Grimes said once the
board asked him to
move forward with
accreditation, the sys-
tem was already
accredited for last
year.

The system complet-
ed a five-year reac-
creditation in 2019,
and once the payment
to Cognia was made
current, it reactivated
that accreditation for
the previous school
year.

Trapp said board
members felt it was important not only to be reaccredited this year,
but for the previous year as well, as accreditation exemplifies that
RCS schools are constantly working to improve and help their stu-
dents, teachers and administrators grow.

KARL RAGAN 256.332.9064

Trimming * Topping * Removal
Bucket Work » Stump Grinding

Commission approves reimbursable salary increase for EMA
Director after CLEM certification

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Franklin County Commission approved a number of personnel moves at a short business meeting held December 18th.
Most of those came in the Franklin County Sheriff's Office, including the transfer of Amye Clay to the vacant office clerk position. Clay was

working as a Corrections Officer/ Dispatcher prior to the transfer.
Other agenda items approved by the commission included:

--hiring Maddie Harrell as a temporary Corrections Officer/Dispatcher.

--amending the resignation of office clerk Samuel Cosby from November 17th to November 22nd.
--promoting Corrections Officer/ Dispatcher Matthew Waldrep to Sergeant.

--hiring Casey Carter as a permanent Corrections Officer/Dispatcher.
--the resignation of Rikki Tharp as Corrections Officer/ Dispatcher.
--hiring Lucas Stonecipher as permanent Corrections Officer.
--advertising for the position of Corrections Officer/Dispatcher.

--accepting the high bids of $577.77 for a Ford F150 and Ford F250 truck previously declared surplus property by the County Commission.

The bid amount of $577.77 was for each vehicle.

--an increase of $16,627.52 in the salary of Franklin County Emergency Management Agency Director Mary Hallman-Glass as a result of her
earning Certified Local Emergency Manager certification. The State of Alabama will reimburse Franklin County for the increase.
--extended advertising for Roadway Maintenance Technician | in the Highway Department and Heavy Equipment Operator in the Solid Waste

Department.

--purchase of the Assurance software program for the Franklin County Probate Office. The cost includes a $25,000 initial installation fee and a
monthly cost of $1,800. The Franklin County Revenue Department uses the same software program, which will facilitate tying information into

the mapping department.

--heard an update from County Administrator Leah Mansell about the University of North Alabama job study for the Franklin County
Commission. Mansell said UNA has sent out the first round of job questionnaires to the Highway Department and will send to the other depart-
ments soon. This is the first phase of completing full job descriptions for all county positions as well as salary ranges and guidelines.

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t forget to visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Live life outside’®

Save now with

0%
OFF

Your First Application

Get the most out of
your lawn this summer.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-866-495-1367

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for first Lawn application only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or

PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in
conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. fPurchase of annual lawn plan
required forTruGreen Lawn Assessment, which is performed at the first visit. *Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since
07/01/2012. ©2023 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

PROTECT |

WHAT MATTERS MOST

Whether you are home

or away, protect what
matters most from
unexpected power outages
with a Generac Home
Standby Generator.

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE .
GENERAC

(256) 860-0660
FREE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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RCS Board approves 19
personnel moves at short
meeting

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville City Board of Education approved 19 personnel
moves at a short meeting held December 19th.

Two new employment in positions were filled by Cory Moody,
Russellville High School custodian, effective January 3, 2024, and
Jade Bragwell, hired as 10-month counselor at RHS.

Other personnel moves and agenda items approved by the board
included:

--Temporary Employment in Position: Sommer Jackson, Cortney
Green, Giovana Ambrosio and Addison Fuller, Teachers for Afterschool
Tutoring and Enrichment Program, Anna Skidmore and Kaitlin Speck,
Aides for 21st CCLC, Heather Godwin, Teacher for 21st CCLC,
Addison Fuller, temporary employment as Pre-K Auxiliary Teacher to fill
Hannah Cummings' leave of absence, Maggie Fowler, temporary
employment as First Grade Teacher to fill Jenna Harrison's leave of
absence and Madeline Mitchell Gwin, Temporary Teacher at RMS from
January 3 thru May 24, 2024.

--Athletic Volunteer for 2023-24: Aaron Page, RMS Baseball
Volunteer.

--Athletic Pro-Consult for 2023-24: John Seal, Pro Consult for RHS
Golf Team. Maximum payment for athletic consultant at the high school
level shall not exceed $280. Paid by Golf Booster Club.

--Retirement in Position: Allen Young, RHS Custodian.

--Resignation in Position: Grace Kummer, RMS Teacher.

--Voluntary Transfer in Position: Jacob Ayers, from Part-Time
Manufacturing Welding Teacher at RHS to Full-Time Manufacturing
Welding Teacher at RHS.

--Leave of Absence: Hannah Cummings, Pre-K Auxiliary Teacher at
WES, from January 8-April 1, 2024, and Caitlan Swinney, RES
Teacher, from January 17-May 24, 2024.

--Facility Use Request for RHS Auditorium for Addie's Flip, Tip and
Tap's annual Dance Recital on May 18, 2024, with practice date May
14, 2024.

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net.

gai2Heath Ayers

Franklin County Commissioner District 2

In The March 5, 2024
Republican Primary

“Thanks for Your Vote!”

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Heath Ayers * 118 McDougle Ln, Spruce Pine, AL 35585
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Services FOR SALE Sale. 30" x 1992

36”,62” x 16”. Chevrolet Z71

Looking to buy Fresh Eggs $10/each. Call truck. $100.
firewood. $3/dozen. Call 256-324-2407. Wheel clutch

Please call 256-324-2407. (1) $150. Rear
256-332-4037. (1 end $300. Call
(1) For Sale. 256-668-2512.

Mirrors For

Driveshaft for (5)

Become an

ADULT
FOSTER
CARE

Provider

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN

RESOURCES

1-800-458-7214
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

“Love Never Ages”

Vehicle Title Problem?
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds

JSE:Alabama's Vehicle Title
Recovery Service!!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars,
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers. Stop in, by phone or online!

Free Phone Consultation
Call 1-205-267-5735
www.JSEAL.com

Miranda Decker, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE

Comprehensive Adult
Health Care

Rus§e_llville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-1120

Have
at Lleast

14

fewer reasons

to worry
Stay current
on COVID, Flu
& Childhood
Vaccinations
N

Visit alabamaunites.com
to locate a vaccine

ALABAMA
PUBLIC
HEALTH

A Christmas to Remember
for three local families

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

More than 25 nominations were made for the 2023 Christmas to
Remember holiday promotion sponsored by Russellville attorney Jamie
Sumerel and the law firm of Bedford, Rogers, Bowling & McReynolds,
P.C., and the Franklin Free Press.

The nominations were reviewed by a panel of three people who were
not connected with any of the sponsors.

Three families were selected to receive a $500 Christmas to
Remember award to be spent however it would best benefit each fam-
ily.

There were so many heartwarming nominations for families dealing
with different life issues. And because someone close to them chose to
tell their story and nominate them, we were able to make a small differ-
ence in their holiday seasons.

We want to thank Jamie Sumerel and his firm, Bedford, Rogers,
Bowling & McReynolds, P.C., and each of you who nominated a
Franklin County family to receive a Christmas to Remember.

Please remember someone or some family who could use an extra
hand this holiday season. It can be something as simple as preparing
them a meal or a special holiday dessert. Let the people you care about
know you love them.

And say a prayer for those in our community who are struggling with
electric bills, increasing food costs or any other life challenges. There's
power in prayer. And it doesn't cost a thing.

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other creative sub-
missions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
Check us out online at www.franklinfreepress.net!



Auto, Home, Life Insurance
English and Spanish

Real deal with a local feel,
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

RHS girls varsity
baskethall team opens
play in West Morgan
Holiday Tournament

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville Lady Golden Tigers fell to
Decatur Heritage Christian Academy 57-44 in
the team's final game before the Christmas
break.

Coach Jermaine Groce's team fell behind
14-8 after one quarter and was never able to
put together a rally against a talented DHCA
team.

Ella Copeland led Russellville with 19
points. Jacey Moore had nine, Laila Hill
seven, Sadie Odom five and Blevyn
Sappington four.

Russellville, 5-6, will begin play Wednesday,
December 27th in the West Morgan Holiday
Classic. The Lady Golden Tigers' first game is
set for 1:30 p.m., vs. Ardmore High School.

Russellville will host Belgreen on Tuesday,
January 2nd, with a 6 p.m., tipoff. Area games
begin Friday, January 5th as the Golden
Tigers' girls and boys varsity travel to West
Point.

Vargas Roofing &
Remodeling

Home

Shingle & Metal Roofs,
Vinyl Siding, Drywall
and Much More.
Freddy Vargas
256.668.7715

Licensed ¢ Insured * Jeremiah 29:11

Scotty Wood, Agent
137680 Highway 43 Ste 6, Russallville, AL 336353
296-332-0052
scotiy@agantscotty, com
agentscotty . com

o StateFarm

PAID Franklin Free Press
113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653
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Golden Tiger hoys’ varsity haskethall team
playing through stout December scheduling

John Pilati ! e
Franklin Free
Press
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Coach Patrick
Odom's
Russellville
Golden Tigers
are playing the
kind of schedule
that toughens up
a team before it
gets into area
play and the
post-season.

And even with
the difficult
schedule,
Russellville had a
winning record at &
5-4 entering its [N
December 22nd '/A \
game against
Deshler in the
Times-Daily
Tournament.

Those wins include a December 8th 99-61 win over A.P. Brewer in Russellville's first area
game. The Golden Tigers' area also includes Lawrence County and West Point High Schools.

Seemingly at every turn, Russellville faced another juggernaut in the month of December,
and that's okay with Odom, who has a senior-laden team six seniors among his nine players.

“These last couple weeks we've been challenged in every way possible,” Odom said. “We
have a home and home with Jasper, a Top 10 5A team. Austin was a big challenge as a top-
ranked 7A team. Then we turned around and best Tanner. Even though Tanner is 2A, it's a
ranked 2A opponent.

“Northridge is another Top 6A team, so our competition has been really good. But we won
the one game that matters (against A.P. Brewer). The rest of the month has been about
preparation. We had opportunities in a lot of these games, but we need to get to the point
where we finish out those games by playing cleaner and better. But we wanted to expose our
guys to what they'll see later on this season,” Odom added.

Russellville began the season 3-0 after wins over Red Bay (76-71), Deshler (85-80) and A.P.
Brewer (99-61). That was followed by a three-game losing streak, including Jasper (50-69),
Florence (66-71) and Austin (52-73).

On December 12th, the Golden Tigers led Florence by 12 after the third quarter but the
Falcons outscored Russellville by 17 in the final eight minutes.

“Florence turned up a lot of pressure late in that game,” Odom said. “We had some self-
imposed mistakes and they made a fourth-quarter run after our third-quarter run and that's
what you expect from two good teams.

“They hit a three-pointer inside the final minute to take the lead. It was crazy, but that's high
school basketball and when you play good people, you've got to learn how to put good teams
away. So it's something we learn from and evolve from,” he added.

Russellville's 2023-24 varsity boys roster includes seniors Malachi Duncan, Amir Williams,
Bralynn Vincent, KJ Murray, Mike Young and Gavin Hyde. The team's three juniors are Jah
Williams, EJ King and Rylan Pratt.

Russellville began play in the annual Bracy Invitational at Deshler High School and Middle
School with a December 26th game against Marion County.

Additional opponents and game times will depend on how the Golden Tigers do in the tour-
ney.

After a road game at East Limestone High School on January 2nd, 2024, Russellville begins
area play Friday, January 5th against West Point High School in Cullman.

COURTESY PHOTO



" BUCKLE UP!
Russellvdle It Could Save

Your Life!

| (256) 332-8811 0
Mlke g A m e Shannon

Please send your guest
columns and other creative
submissions to franklin-

e LUl Come Worship with Us!

First Presbyterian
Church

Sunday: 1 1:00 - 12:00
= Adult Sunday School: 10:00 - 11:00

Everyone is invited

~ to joinus for a
special time

of worship.

ﬂlAIIK

Franklin County Commissioner
District ll.

Pd. Pol. Adv. by

Down Payments As Low As

5800 to $2,200°

*According to inventory and any prior history with this dealership.

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711



PAGE 13
DECEMBER 27, 2023

‘A Salute to Conway and Loretta’
coming January 12th
N to Florence

Franklin Free Press

Where Everybody
Knows Jour Name... @
B T - :

— -\\,4 ) “ ‘ it
. —
' ’ k '
- £ N
- v

When Tre Twitty and Tayla Lynn take the stage at the University of
North Alabama’s Norton Auditorium on Friday, January 12th, they’ll
bring to life the music of their legendary grandparents, Conway and
Loretta. -

Far from an imperson-
ator show, the “Twitty
and Lynn: A Salute to
Conway and Loretta’

FREE Local Delivery takes fans back to an

era of traditional coun-

. . try music where the
FREE Curbside Assistance unique sound of
Conway and Loretta
< o helped push the duo to
Mall order Dellvery* the top of Nashville’s
elite.

The show begins at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are / *
available through the website www.twittyandlynn.com. Click ‘Tour’ and
the Florence show will be at the top of the list.

The show includes a host of Conway and Loretta’s timeless duets
with a mix of solo hits from each. Conway and Loretta stopped tour-
ing together full-time in 1981, and Twitty died 12 years later.

“Conway has been gone 30 years. Had Poppy (as Tre called his
grandfather) lived, | think there would have been a great second act
for him and Loretta. There’s a lot of people who wanted to see that

and we're able to let them hear those songs and stories again.”
AMERICAN The foundation of Conway and Loretta’s success as a duo came
ma from the natural chemistry between them. And Tre and Tayla share

their own chemistry on stage while carving out their own version of
those Twitty and Lynn names.

“I think of us as the ambassadors of the Twitty and Lynn names,”
Tre Twitty said. “We’re just the new version of what they already
established. But we also want to be caretakers of the past. At our
shows, we get generations of fans because country music is passed
down.”

Before her passing last October, Loretta Lynn herself was one of the
duo’s biggest fans. She worked with Tre and her granddaughter to
Free Estimates and Second Opinions | build their show in their own Image'_ .
for New Heating and Cooling Systems ‘ _ “‘Memaw (as Tayla called Loretta) just loved it. It brought up so
many memories of Conway for her and took her back to a place in
her life when they were building their careers,” Tayla said. “She’d
. . - j always say that Tre has Conway’s heart.”

M0 e ATEl S T RS I As a young girl, Tayla often toured with her grandmother. On Lynn’s
Tennessee ranch, where Tayla now calls home, she watched Tre per-
form some of his grandfather’s songs during a concert and the idea
for the show soon followed.

More than five years later, they have toured across the country as
- T well as internationally and they have a full dance card for the coming
year. Last year, Tre and Tayla debuted at the Grand Ole Opry, per-
forming ‘Louisiana Woman, Mississippi Man’ on the same wood circle
their legendary grandparents once stood.

The show both entertains audiences while honoring Conway and

RU

The Season for
Big Savings Is Now!

Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week

on a New Cooling

Coollng or Heatlng and Heating System with Loretta, while capturing some of the passion the duo was known for.
System Tune UP our Buy Back Program! “Conway and Loretta used to do everything with so much passion—
Sav‘mgs requ\'resturchalse ?jﬂdd mslal:att\]uncuf select fcommete Eeatmg aﬂg the way they dressed, the way they recorded, the way they per-
Price valid f ki it. Excludes oil fired Valid icipat cooling system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating an .
85" ework e, lﬂnﬂglidﬁruth?rz[:]Iart‘fnesv)fc[g[nﬂsiru;i:]n? A g 0wl s e Vil o paoaing ARS™ Mo lotms formed. We want to bring that to fans who were lucky erTOUgh to see
with any other offes, discounts, les. Call ot valid for third party, new construction, or commercial customers,
B ot Coupon et e f s 1o 1 ot o vrsre 11 v ny aer ol s, o on o s Cl s cner T our grandparents before and to those who are just learning about
1 and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $001. 1 1 chTa”S- Uﬂlﬁﬂbﬂtﬂ dfﬁﬂk”fﬂd Iaht time of service. VI[']t‘dt if fCUDIdEdEUf E]faﬂs‘fﬂﬂﬂguaﬂﬂf them, Tayla said.
i where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001. « . .
 Ofer s 1112023 ) Ofercies 11300028 Our show gives people an idea of what Loretta and Conway were
3 License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses 1
1

like through their grandchildren’s eyes. It's a special gift to keep that
flame burning,” she added.

1 . R '
I License numbers available at americanresidential com/licenses
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SiX ways to discuss mental heaith with others

Stan Popovich
For the Franklin Free Press

It can be frustrating to struggle with your mental health and to get
your family and friends to understand where you are coming from.

Although most people may be understanding, there is usually one or
two people who will make things more challenging for you.

As a result, here are six suggestions on how to deal with the people
you know regarding your mental health situation.

1. Listen to the professionals: Your friends may mean well, but when
it comes down to it, the professionals are aware of your circum-
stances more than anyone. It is important that you listen and follow
the advice from your doctor or medical professional rather than fol-
lowing the advice from your friends and other people you may know.

2. Don’t argue with others: It is important that you do not get into
arguments with those who are giving you a tough time. It is not your
job to worry about how others may view your circumstances. Focus
on managing your mental health rather than trying to get everyone’s
approval.

3. Choose your friends wisely: Distance yourself from those who
won’t make an effort to help understand what you are going through.
You need to surround yourself with positive and supportive people. If
you have problems or issues with a particular person, then its best to
keep your distance and hang out with those people are more support-
ive.

4. Attend a mental health support group: There are many mental
health awareness support groups in any given area. Many hospitals,
churches, and counselors in your area will be able to provide you with
a list of these organizations. These groups will be aware of your situ-
ation and can give you additional advice regarding your concerns.

5. You are not alone: There are millions of people around the world

Pick up your FREE copy of the

Franklin Free Press at GI's!!!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 4a - 7p

GROCERY

FISHING
SUPPLIES
DELI
256-332-1324

@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates

&< Ethanol-Free Gas

&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses

&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24

who struggle with their fears, anxieties, and depression. Many of your
relatives and friends more than likely struggled with anxiety and
stress sometime in
their life. Do not feel
that you are alone
when it comes to your
mental health situation
because there all
kinds of people around
you who can relate.

6. Your goal is to get
better: Focus on how
you can handle the
anxieties and stresses
in your life rather than
arguing with others
who are giving you a
difficult time. This isn’t
a public relations
event where you need
to get approval from everyone. This is your life, and you need to be
more concerned about getting your life back on track rather than
pleasing everyone else.

BIOGRAPHY

Stan is the author of "A Layman's Guide to Managing Fear" which
covers a variety of techniques that can drastically improve your men-
tal health. For more information, please visit Stan's website at
http://www.managingfear.com

Pest Solutins

Pest & Mosquito

Control
256-332-4008

Barry Moore, Chairman
Chris Wallace, District I
Jason Miller, District IT
Joseph Baldwin, District ITT
David Hester, District IV
Leah Mansell, Administrator

FRANKLIN COUNTY COMMISSION

P.O. Box 1028 - Russellville, AL 35653
Phone (256) 332-8850 - Fax (256) 332-8855

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

The Franklin County Commission is accepting applications for the following position(s):
Roadway Maintenance Technician |, Franklin County Highway Department
Corrections Officer/Dispatcher, Franklin County Sheriff's Office
Heavy Equipment Operator, Franklin County Solid Waste

Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County Commission office until 5:00 PM on
Friday, December 29, 2023.

An application and job description may be picked up, faxed or emailed upon request from
the Franklin County Commission Office, located at 405 N Jackson Avenue, Monday - Friday, 8:00
AM to 5:00 PM, by calling (256) 332-8850 or applications are available at www.franklincountyal.org
under the Careers tab.

Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in the employment or provision of services.



Troy Duke
Louisville uscC
1 Each Week’s Winner Receives a $25 Pilgrim’s Texas AZM Okla. St
I - e
: Place BB() Gift Certificate! S Kentucky
I Congratulations to ‘Ramblin’ Rodney McCarley, our _ _ _
[ . . ] Missouri Ohio St.
Week 15 winner in the FFP Football Contest with
I Ole Miss Penn St.

1 9/10 correct. It’s now Bowl Season, and everyone’s
| invited to submit your picks for a chance to win a Auburn Maryland
| $100 grand prize along with a $25 Pilgrim’s BBQ

. gn . . . - Georgia Fla. St.
y Gift Certificate. Simply email your predictions by ’
| December 23rd at 10 a.m., to Alabama Michigan
' franklmfreepress@yahoo com. Include your name, Texas Washington
I phone number, game selections and tiebreaker.
Tiebreaker Score: Alabama ____ Michigan

256.332.1007

13 1< North Jacksormn Ave
Vionday - Saturday 1 1-7

(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405
(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

-

256.383.4473Ext 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL

WillodeanDavissells.com » 256.762.5071

‘‘‘‘ EST CONTROL /1

PREDATOR  Welove to hear from you! Please send

gﬁWﬂPEST CONTROL  Your guest columns, cartoon panels, let-
“The Insect Predator” ters to the editor, recipes and other cre-

Eddie Deaton ative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

WEOLFH 10072522
- f and 12 p.m.
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EDUCATION

REPURT
2022 CAnG | 2023

Congratulations to the Administrators, Faculty, Staff and
Students of Russellville City Schools for a job well done! An
‘A’ on our State Report Card for a second consecutive year!

It's truly GREAT to be a Golden Tiger!
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