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ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

  PROPANE AVAILABLE PROPANE AVAILABLE 
including for including for 
Motor HomesMotor Homes

WE HAVE 

AMMO
TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

ESKIMO QUICKFISH LimitedLimited 
ICE FISHING SHELTER

WE HAVE WE HAVE 
LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT

$$3493499999

UNCLAIMEDUNCLAIMED  
FREIGHT NORTHFREIGHT NORTH

 ICE AUGERS

ENGEL LIVE 
BAIT COOLER

SNACKS

RECLINERS 

$$8198199999
$$1,3791,3799898

KITCHEN CARTS RUSTIC PINE FIREPLACE

Starting at Starting at 
$$99999898

TALL MAN RECLINER

Zero Wall 
Recliner

$$9299299898

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

 
Digestive Distress Ruining Your Life?

Schedule your first appointment by January 26, 2024 and receive a 

FREE Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: 9-5 Mon - Sat; 11-4 Sun

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!*

* on In Stock Items

 Locally 
Owned and 
Operated

Select Merchandise Now on Sale!! 

Up to Up to 77% off77% off

Hurry to Get a Great Deal During Our MEGA SALE!

Home Décor    •      Mattresses
 & So Much More!

Up to 77% off the compare price

Living Room     •  Sofas & Recliners

     Dining  Sets     •      Futons

GUN SHOWGUN SHOW

BUY, SELL OR TRADE
FOR MORE INFORMATION

 CONTACT KENNY KIEFAT 218-290-0274
Promoted by AC EXPOS and sponsored by Kennys Sporting Goods.

Admission $5, Children under 12 Free when accompanied by an adult.
Not admitted unless 18 yrs. or with an adult.  • Law Enforcement in Uniform FREE Admission

Saturday is free with your hand stamp from Friday. 
All local, State and Federal laws must be observed.

VENDORS WANTED: 
RENT $40 each 8 ft. long table when paid in advance . 

Rent Four Tables and Get One Free  •  Dealer set up times: Friday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
  For reservation, show times or places contact ACExpos at 218-290-0274 
All vendors are responsible for compliance of Local, State and Federal laws and regulations. 

Placement of reservations is an agreement to terms and rules. Promoter assumes no responsibility for 
vendor’s transactions. Promoter is not responsible for loss due to accident, theft and 

lack of attendance, or any other causes. Pre-paid table rent is a guarantee of reservation.
All shows will be billed for reservations. All dates are subject to change without notice. 

Fri. & Sat., January 12 & 13
Brainerd National Guard Armory • 1115 Wright Street, Brainerd 

Friday 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. • Saturday 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

FEATURING: New & Used Firearms, 
Reloading Supplies, Ammo and Other Related Items.

Clayton the Coin Guy will be there, so Bring in Your Old Coins!

Employers must provide 
notice to current employees 
of the law’s requirements 
and their rights and reme-
dies and to future employees 
at the start of employment 
“in English and the primary 
language of the employee, as 
identified by the employee.” 
Notice may be posted at the 
work location, provided in a 
paper or electronic copy, or 
posted online or in an app. 
Rights and remedies under 
this section must also be 

included in any employee 
handbook. Employers are not 
required to pay out accrued 
time upon employment sep-
aration. HF3028/SF3035*/
CH53

-Meat-packer safety
Portions of the “Safe Work-

places for Meat and Poultry 
Processing Workers Act” 
took effect at the start of the 

new year. This includes that 
meat-processing employers 
adopt a safe worker program 
to minimize and prevent 
musculoskeletal disorders 
Employers must provide each 
worker with at least eight 
hours of annual safety train-
ing that addresses health 
and safety topics relevant to 
the establishment and the 
worker’s job assignment. 
At least two of the hours 
must relate to the facility’s 
ergonomic injury prevention 

program. Training must be 
done in a language and with 
vocabulary the employee can 
understand.

Written information and 
notifications about employee 
rights must be provided at 
least annually to workers in 
their language of fluency. If 
a worker is unable to under-

The following are select 
new laws passed during the 
2023 legislative session that 
took effect Jan. 1, 2024. 
Summaries of all laws passed 
by the 2023 Legislature are 
available online from non-
partisan House Public In-
formation Services at www.
house.mn.gov/newlaws/#/
search/2023

EDUCATION-Access to 
menstrual products

A school district or charter 
school must provide access 
to menstrual products at no 
charge. Products are required 
to be available in restrooms 
regularly used by students in 
grades 4 to 12 according to a 
plan developed by the school 
district.

Rep.  Cheryl  Youakim 
(DFL-Hopkins) and Sen. Mary 
Kunesh (DFL-New Brigh-
ton) sponsored the K-12 
education law that contains 
the requirement. HF2497*/
SF2684/CH55

EMPLOYMENT-Earned 
safe and sick time

Beginning Jan. 1, 2024, 
earned sick and safe time will 
be guaranteed for nearly all 
workers in Minnesota.

The provision is in the jobs, 
economic development, la-
bor, and industry law spon-
sored by Rep. Hodan Hassan 

(DFL-Mpls) and Senate Pres-
ident Bobby Joe Champion 
(DFL-Mpls).

Under the law, employers 
must, at a minimum, al-
low employees to earn one 
hour of paid earned safe and 
sick time for every 30 hours 
worked, up to a maximum 
of 48 hours per year. Accrual 
begins when a qualified em-
ployee begins employment 
and may be used as it is 
accrued.

The law applies to any 
employer with one or more 
employees, and it covers all 
employees, including part-
time and temporary. An em-
ployee is anyone who works 
at least 80 hours a year for 
an employer in Minnesota. 
Independent contractors are 
not included.

Earned safe and sick time 
can be used and the employ-
ee compensated at their reg-
ular hourly rate, in part, for:

• the employee’s mental or 

physical illness, treatment, or 
preventative care;

• care of a sick family 
member or a family member 
in need of preventative care 
or treatment;

• an absence related to do-
mestic abuse, sexual assault, 
or stalking of the employee 
or a family member;

• closure of the employee’s 
workplace or a family mem-
ber’s school or care facility 
due to weather or a public 
emergency;

• inability to telework 
due to an employer’s policy 
or while seeking a medical 
diagnosis or testing for a com-
municable disease related to 
a public emergency at the 
employer’s request or after 
the employee’s exposure; and

• a determination by a 
health care provider that 
the employee or a family 
member is at risk of infecting 
others with a communicable 
disease.

Select Minnesota laws that took effect January 1, 2024 part 1

Continued on Page 3
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-829-3371 Call 218-829-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices! Now DoingNow Doing

Spray FoamSpray Foam
 Insulation Insulation

We Do We Do 
Ice DamIce Dam
RepairRepair

on Roofs!on Roofs!

RILEY’S NAPA RILEY’S NAPA 
AUTO SUPPLYAUTO SUPPLY

AITKIN • 218-927-2153

 LARGEST 
SELECTION 
of hydraulic hose & fittings

up thru 2” 4 wire 

MINNESOTA’SMINNESOTA’S

rileyautosupply.com

ONE OF

Appliance Service & Repair
Aitkin

218-927-2027
1-888-450-8845

For more information call

Frigidaire
White-Westinghouse

Gibson
Kelvinator

Tappan 
Electrolux

Asko

  

Maytag
KitchenAid 

Amana
Jenn-Air

Roper
Whirlpool
Crosley

Amana Commercial Products
Frigidaire Commercial Products 
Kelvinator Commercial Products
Electrolux Commercial Products

AuthorizedAuthorized
PlatinumPlatinum

Star ServiceStar Service
Serving All Makes • Over 35 Years Experience

jlblak@embarqmail.com

POOL & SAUNAPOOL & SAUNA  areare  OPENOPEN
MON - THURSMON - THURS
8 8 amam-4:30 -4:30 pmpm

FRI & SATFRI & SAT
8 8 amam-8 -8 pmpm

SUNSUN
8 8 amam-4 -4 pmpm

Daily Pool Pass Daily Pool Pass $5$5
Family Pass (Family Pass (up toup to 6)  6) $20$20

 $2 OFF DRAFT BEERS 
1/2 PRICE GLASSES OF WINE 

$1 OFF RAIL DRINKS

WHITE OAK GRILL IS OPEN: THURSDAY 4-8 pm
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 8 am-8 pm 

AND SUNDAY 8 am-3 pm

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS!   
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 3-5pm

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

Breakfast  is Breakfast  is 
Served!Served!

Breakfast: FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 8-11am
                  ALL DAY SUNDAYS  8am-3pm 

17698 MN 6, DEERWOOD 

January Specials
Thursdays 5pm-8pm

All You Can Eat** Broasted Chicken 
Your choice of white or dark meat.

 Served with mashed potatoes & gravy, 
seasonal vegetable, 

coleslaw & a dinner roll $15

Fridays 5pm-8pm
All You Can Eat**Fish Fry 

Served with coleslaw, french fries, 
seasonal vegetable & a dinner roll $19

Saturdays 5pm-8pm
All You Can Eat** Shrimp and Ribs 

Devil's Washboard beer batter shrimp, 
smoked St. Louis style ribs, french fries, 

seasonal vegetable, salad & a dinner roll $29

Sundays 9am-Noon
Crepe Bar

Crepe's filled with your choice of 
Pineapple Upside-down, 

Strawberry or Blueberry compote. $3/each

Ice 
Rink

    also 

Open
- Same as pool hours - 
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Hoppers Helper’s Service DirectoryHoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Pet Care Service

Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.  	
tfn

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w47 2020

Appliance Sales & Service
Jim Blakesley Appliance Service & Repair 
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin 
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air  
Condit ions, Sept ic Protectors, and MORE. 
Authorized Platinum Star Service. tfn

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2018w39

Insurance

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 
5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

January 
8th -  Northland Arboretum Book Club “Miss Benson’s Beetle” by Rachel Joyce, 5 – 6:30  p.m. at 14250 

Conservation Dr, Baxter. Meeting is in upper level of the Northland Arboretum. Call 218-829-8770 for 
more info.

11th - Jessie F. Hallett Memorial Library in Crosby Free Movie Night,  5:30 p.m. Popcorn and refreshments 
are provided, but bring your own blanket for comfort. Call  218-546-8005 for the movie showing or for 
more information.

(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., Dec. 30, 2023 & 

Jan. 6, 2024)
 WEALTHWOOD 

TOWNSHIP BOARD 
OF AUDIT

The Board of Audit for 
Wealthwood Township will be 
held on Tuesday, January 9, 
2024 at the town hall at 7:00 
p.m. with the regular meeting 
to follow.

Dated:December 5, 2023
LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk

Wealthwood Township
2.2

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., Dec 30, 2023,
 Jan. 6 & 13, 2024)

 LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING
The Libby Township Board 

will meet online at 5:00. p.m. 
on Tuesday, January 16, 2024 
to discuss matters that may 
come before the board. The 
meeting will be conducted via 
Zoom. Contact Jane Jewett, 
clerk, at jane@janesfarm.com 
to request the Zoom link.  

Dated this 19th day
 of December, 2023

Jane Grimsbo Jewett, Clerk
Libby Township  

2.63

Jeff Wiberg HarDwood Floors
Installing | Sanding | Refinishing

OVER 20 Years Experience

Jeff Wiberg, Owner

218-330-2576

Check me out on facebook
  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Full Service Snow Removal
 Blowing Sidewalks and Drives • Plowing

Snow Blowing • Roof Snow & Ice Removal 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for Call for 
a FREE a FREE 
QuoteQuote

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!
LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS
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 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 
OPEN Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 

Electronic 
Tax Filing
Available

Dale R. Morris, CPA
214 - 1st Ave. NW  •  Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm;  or by appointment

AD COPY    SEE INSERTION ORDER FOR YOUR SCHEDULE
INSTRUCTIONS  
   
CODE:    Put the code (see insertion order) in very small type-Size 6- near bottom of ad
CONSULTANT NAMES:  See insertion order for which name(s) to add under “sales consultant”
 

NOTE:  if there is NOT a name listed on insertion order, please put this instead:   
Call for your local Northland Sales Consultant 

(and remove the line “Local Sales Consultant or Local Sales Rep” that’s already on the ad)  

2col x 2”   (3.792 wide)

This is smaller width - 3.48” use if it fits better 
for your 2 col size:

If no names listed 
on insertion order:
Remove “local sales 
rep” and replace with:

If no names listed 
on insertion order:
Remove “local sales 
rep” and replace with:

32
Mike Hyland, 
Northwest Region

Please submit Community Events by  e-mailing hopper@crosbyironton.net

stand written information and 
notifications, the employer 
must provide the information 
and notices orally in the work-
er’s language of fluency.

The changes are in the jobs, 
economic development, labor, 
and industry law sponsored 
by Rep. Hodan Hassan (DFL-
Mpls) and Senate President 
Bobby Joe Champion (DFL-
Mpls). HF3028/SF3035*/
CH53

-Job applicants cannot be 
asked about past pay history

Employers, employment 
agencies, and labor organiza-
tions will be prohibited from 
inquiring into, considering, 
or requiring disclosure of the 
pay history of an applicant for 
employment for the purposes 
of determining wages, benefits, 
salary, or other compensation.

Applicants can voluntarily 
provide the information, and if 
so, the employer can consider 
the voluntarily disclosed salary 
history to support a wage or 
salary higher than initially 
offered.

The change is included in 
the public safety and judiciary 
finance and policy law spon-
sored by Rep. Kelly Moller 
(DFL-Shoreview) and Sen. Ron 
Latz (DFL-St. Louis Park).

For employment covered by 
collective bargaining agree-
ments, the law is not effective 
until the date of implementa-
tion of the applicable collec-
tive bargaining agreement that 
is after Jan. 1, 2024. HF2890/
SF2909*/CH52

Contractors working at oil 
refineries must abide by new 

Minnesota laws that took effect January 1, 2024 part 1 | Continued from Page 1
safety standards

Workplace training require-
ments will be modified for 
third-party contractor employ-
ees working at Minnesota’s 
two oil refineries.

Contracts entered, extend-
ed, or renewed on or after Jan. 
1, 2024, between refineries 
and contractors will require 
that a percentage of workers 
be graduates of, or apprentices 
in, a registered apprenticeship 
program. The requirements 
will be phased in over time 
so 30% of a contractor’s work-
force must qualify as “skilled 
and trained” as defined by 
the law by Jan. 1 2024, 45% 
by Jan. 1, 2025, and 60% by 
Jan. 1, 2026.

Previously existing con-
tracts must be renegotiated to 
comply by Jan. 1, 2025.

Companies can be fined 
between $5,000 and $10,000 
per violation.

Exemptions are provided, 
such as if a good faith search 
by a union to find quali-
fied workers for a contractor 
comes up empty or an emer-
gency necessitates immediate 
action by whomever is work-
ing at the refinery.

Rep.  Dave L is legard 
(DFL-Aurora) and Sen. Judy 
Seeberger (DFL-Afton) spon-
sored the law. HF10/SF10*/
CH30

HOUSING- Residential 
landlord and tenant changes

Included in the public safety 
and judiciary finance law are 
provisions directed at landlord 
and tenant relations.

Among its provisions:

• a landlord must provide 
heat in a residential tenancy 
of at least 68 degrees when it 
is less than 60 degrees outside 
from Oct. 1 to April 30;

• types of incidents that 
allow a tenant to petition for 
emergency repair in a residen-
tial rental unit are specified, 
including the loss of running 
water o sanitary facilities, no 
heat, and a broken refrigerator;

• when an animal is allowed 
on rental property, a landlord 
cannot advertise in a way that 
would discourage a potential 
renter from renting the unit 
who has not declawed or 
devocalized their pets, nor 
can a landlord refuse to rent a 
unit or require a current renter 
to declaw or devocalize their 
animal;

• all nonoptional fees must 
be disclosed in the lease agree-
ment with a total of rent

and all nonoptional fees list-
ed on the first page of the lease;

• a landlord must offer an 
initial inspection of a unit to 
identify deficiencies or clarify 
the state of the unit related to 
the damage deposit;

• before a tenancy ends, the 

landlord shall give the tenant 
written notice about the right 
to do a walk-through inspec-
tion no earlier than five days of 
the tenant moving out, thereby 
allowing the tenant a chance 
to fix any deficiencies or avoid 
having money taken out of the 
damage deposit;

• landlord entry into a res-
idential unit is restricted to 
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. 
and the law clarifies that no-
tice must be at least 24 hours 
before entry;

• a statutory procedure is 
created for a tenant to termi-
nate a lease early if the tenant 

is moving into certain 
types of medical 
facilities; and

• for leases lon-
ger than 10 months, 
a landlord must wait 

four months after the tenant 

moves in before they can ask 
them if they want to renew the 
tenancy.

Before bringing an eviction 
action alleging nonpayment of 
rent or other unpaid financial 
obligation in violation of the 
lease, a landlord must deliver 
a letter explaining the total 
amount of rent owed and infor-
mation about rental rights and 
assistance. The landlord must 
wait 14 days to proceed with 
filing an eviction to allow the 
tenant to pay the rent owed.

Rep. Kelly Moller (DFL-Shor-
eview) and Sen. Ron Latz (DFL-
St. Louis Park) sponsor the law. 
HF2890/SF2909*/CH52

-Siting micro units on reli-
gious property

Religious institutions can 
site micro-unit dwellings on 
their property. Cities must 
permit sacred settlements of 

micro units via permitted or 
conditional use.

Technical standards for 
micro units to be eligible 
for placement in a sacred 
community are established, 
including size, anchoring, ma-
terial grade, insulation, toilets, 
electrical systems, framing, 
and life and safety systems. All 
units and their anchoring must 
be inspected and certified for 
compliance by a licensed pro-
fessional engineer or qualified 
third-party inspector.

Rep. Hodan Hassan (DFL-
Mpls) and Senate President 
Bobby Joe Champion (DFL-
Mpls) sponsored the jobs, 
economic development, labor, 
and industry law contain-
ing the provisions. HF3028/
SF3035*/CH53

To Be Continued Next Issue

ANDERS MURPHY
Anders Henrik Murphy, a boy, weighing 7 lbs., 14 ozs., was born Dec. 28, 2023, in Aitkin, to 

Amanda and Tom Murphy of Aitkin. Grandparents are Don and Linda Amey and Marnie Olson.
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CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & Tyrel LaValle, pastors; 

Worship 10:15 am & 6pm; youth group Wed. 6pm;  11-1st 
Street SW;  newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 9 & 10:45 

Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church (formerly The 

Journey North) Tom Hoffman, interim pastor, Worship 
10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - The Journey North, Worship 9 & 10:30, 218-824-
5617 thejourneynorth.com 

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 pm; Wed. 
Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  Pastor Chris Meirose; 927-3678; SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory Family night, KidMin grades 
kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 

Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 
Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, Rabi Frank Dell, 

for information 320-684-2804 

LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 

School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Cedarbrook — St. John’s (ELCA); Worship 8:30;  Holy 

Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 8:30; 

SS 10; Bible Study Wed. 7 pm; handicap accessible. 
218-546-6910

Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.
com • 218-692-3682 Kristin Oltmann, Senior Pastor; Becky 
Swanson, Associate Pastor Labor Day-Mem. Day: Sun. 
9:30am, Wed. 6:15pm; Mem. Day-Labor Day: Sun. Indoor 
8:30am, Outdoor 10am

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9:30, SS 10. 
Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. (Hand-
icap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS), Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 
10:30,  (alternates with Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 
Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda (ELCA);  Comm. 1st & 3rd Sunday 
each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, 

MN 56425 
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30, Bible Study 

10:30; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.aitkinadventist.
org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler — Pine Lake Chapel, Worship 9, fellowship follows. 
Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services 

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Celebration of Life • Pre-Planning Services  

Jason Brezinsky 

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

Directors: www.srtfuneral.comJerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

Births, Open Houses, En-
gagements, Weddings

 & Community Events are 
published FREE! 
Send your e-mail to

 hopper@crosbyironton.net

Koop Funeral Home
32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director • Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

Over 80 Years of Caring 
Service on the Cuyuna Range 

& Surrounding Areas
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To become a sponsor of the church 
directory contact Eric at 218-821-1393 

or hopper@crosbyironton.net 218-927-2027
 Toll free: 1-888-450-8845

Appliance Service & Repair

Call

www.NewsHopper.net

hopper@crosbyironton.net

LAWRENCE HARTMAN
Lawrence “Larry” Lynn Hart-

man, 71, of Crosby died peace-
fully Wednesday, December 27, 
2023 surrounded by his loving 
family.

Mass of Christian Burial was-
be on Friday, January 5,2024  at 
11 a.m. at St Joseph’s Catholic 
Church. Burial was at Deer-

wood Scandia Cemetery.  
Larry was born the eldest of six children on August 

2, 1952 to Arlene (Puetz, Hartman) Freeman and the 
late Lynn Hartman in Brainerd. He met the love of his 
life and High School sweetheart Peggy (Knapper) 
Hartman at Brainerd High School. Excited to start 
their new lives together, they married on June 11, 
1971. Larry proudly led and was involved with many 
organizations throughout his life — youth ministry, 
owner of several local businesses including C-I 

Video, active member of the St Joseph’s Catholic 
Church parish, St Vincent de Paul, Knights of 
Columbus, Birthright, Haiti Mission trips, ran two 
prayer lines, and was most proud of being one of 
the founding members with the REC (Residents 
Encountering Christ) and Let’s Talk programs. Larry 
will always be remembered for the joy, humor, and 
love he brought to so many he touched. His hobbies 
included motorcycling, hunting, and travel, but his 
greatest passion was fishing. 

He leaves behind his faithful bride of 52 years, 
Peggy Hartman; a lifetime of joyful memories with 
their three children: Joel Hartman (Kathy), Jessica 
Adza (Anthony) and Daniel Hartman (Elizabeth); six 
grandchildren: Gage, Mikaela, Logan, Amelia, Liam, 
and Olivia. He is also survived by his mother, Arlene; 
brother, Wayne, and sisters: Sandy and Nancy; and 
several nieces and nephews.

Larry was preceded in death by his father, Lynn;-
sister, Julie and brother, Michael. 

Arrangements were with the 
Koop Funeral Home of Crosby.  
To leave a message of condo-
lence go to www.koopfuneral-
home.com.

DELORES BRUGGEMAN
 Delores “Dody” Margarite 

Rudlang Bruggeman, 83, died 
on Monday, December 18, 
2023, at Essentia St. Joseph’s 
Medical Center, in Brainerd. 

Dody was born to Lester and 
May (Potts) Fuhrer on May 12, 
1940, in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
The family moved to Minne-

sota three days short of her sixth birthday. Her 
first job was a waitress at Manhattan Beach, then 
to the grocery store in Crosslake until marriage. 
She then went on to receive her CNA license and 
would work for 34 years at Good Samaritan Home 
in Pine River, where she enjoyed playing pranks on 
her coworkers. Dody loved spending time with her 
family, visiting friends over coffee, playing cards, 

garage sales, thrift stores and going to the casino.
Dody is survived by her daughters: Tammy (Neil) 

Peterson, St. Croix Falls, WI; Kimberly (Robert) 
Swenson, Backus; grandchildren: Todd (Natalie) 
Waters, Centuria, WI; Elizabeth (Jarrod), St. Croix 
Falls, WI; Nick (Shannon) Swenson, Backus; Cody 
(Carly) Swenson, Pequot Lakes; Brittany (Justin) 
Bosak, Balsam Lake, WI; Kaden Swenson, Motley 
15 great grandchildren; sisters: Cloie Smith, Pine 
River, MN; Estella Fuhrer, River, MN; Robin Fuhrer, 
Hastings, MN; andKim Welle, Backus, MN; brother, 
Joe (Jan) Fuhrer, Whitehall, MT; and many nieces 
and nephews.

She was preceded in death by son, Kevin 
Rudlang; husband, Dale Bruggeman; parents, 
Lester and May Fuhrer; brothers, Leo Fuhrer and 
Harold Fuhrer. 

SHARON SMITH
Sharon S. Smith, 67, died on 

Sunday, November 26, 2023.
As she requested, there will 

be no funeral service. Friends 
and family will gather to give a 
toast and say farewell at The 
Getaway on Co. Rd. 1 from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Tuesday 
February 13, 2024.

Sharon was a lifelong rockhound 
and mineral expert, known for 
her intelligence, piercing wit and 
a knack for telling it like it is. Her 

softer side shone through in her enduring friend-

ships and thoughtful acts of kindness toward peo-
ple and animals alike. In her personal time, Sharon 
enjoyed traveling, gardening, and searching for the 
big one. She amassed an impressive collection of 
rocks, minerals, and gemstones over the years that 
she enthusiastically displayed at rock shows and 
schools. She was a Master Gardener who loved 
teaching and shared her knowledge by giving 
classes at the local college.

Sharon is preceded in death by her loving hus-
band Michael Smith (Smitty), mother Helen Woods,   
father Everett Woods, longtime partner Thomas 
Mueller, Smitty’s siblings: Clark, Lucy, and many 
nieces, and nephews.

JANA CAMPBELL
 Jana Noreen (Sullivan) Camp-

bell, 54, died on Monday, De-
cember 18, 2023, after a coura-
geous, 22-year battle with brain 
cancer.

A celebration of life will be 
held at noon April 20, 2024, at 
Lutheran Church of the Cross 
in Nisswa. 

She was born April 18, 1969, to Michael and Janice 
Sullivan in Edina. She grew up and graduated from 
Apple Valley High School in 1987. She married Brent 
Campbell on Sept. 10, 1988, in Apple Valley, and 
they lived in Lakeville for 10 years before moving 
to Brainerd in 1998, where they raised their three 
children: Barrett, Brayden and Justine. Jana was with 

Brainerd Eyecare Center for over 20 years. She loved 
having coffee on the porch at the cabin overlooking 
the lake, as well as working out and taking weekday 
morning walks. Above all else, Jana loved her family 
and friends. She was strong and sassy, and she loved 
fiercely.

She is survived by her husband, Brent; children:Bar-
rett, of Colorado; Brayden (Destiny), of Iowa; and 
Justine (Jared) Winter, of Brainerd; mother, Janice Sul-
livan; mother-in-law, Carol Campbell; three brothers:, 
Mark (Mary), Shawn (Ellen) and Mike (Wendy), and a 
sister, Mary;  brother-in-law, Bruce (Jeanine), and a 
sister-in-law, Laurie (Mark); many nieces and neph-
ews; and special pup, Charlie, and five grandpups.

She is preceded in death by her father, Michael 
Sullivan; and father-in-law, Wilmot (Bill) Campbell.
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AutomobilesAutomobiles

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled 
– it doesn’t matter! Get free 
towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-877-978-2510. (mcn)
G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 844-913-2887. (mcn)
Get your deduction ahead 
of the year-end! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous year-end 
tax credit. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-855-
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Automobiles Cont.Automobiles Cont.

Make a tax-savvy move this 
holiday season and year-end! 
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV, and more to champion 
our veterans. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous year-end 
tax deduction. Call Veteran 
Car Donations at 1-888-429-
2331 today! (mcn)

GolfGolf

Golf Cart Batteries $159.99 
w/exchange. Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 927-2153  tfn

Health/MedicalHealth/Medical
 

AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 
855-846-4036. (mcn)

Health/Medical Health/Medical 
Cont.Cont.

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)
Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today! 1-877-916-
2093. (mcn)
LOW-COST HEALTH COV-
ERAGE. Government sub-
sidies available for families 
earning $111,000 or less a 
year. See if you qualify. Call 
for your free quote! 1-888-
772-8454 (mcn)

Health/Medical Health/Medical 
Cont.Cont.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now 
for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will 
need to have your zip code 
to connect to the right pro-
vider. (mcn)

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Truck driver with CDL, must 
have 3-5 years’ experience 
required, Diesel mechanic 
certified with 3-5 years’ 
experience, Office manager 
with QuickBooks, payroll, 
and transportation industry 
experience. contact 218-
927-3320 for further infor-
mation.

Home ServicesHome Services

Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Our 
home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t 
fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! 
Call: 1-877-743-7971(mcn)
A G I N G  R O O F ?  N E W 
HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. 
Fast, free estimate. Financ-
ing available. Call 1-888-
770-8025. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling! 
(mcn)

Home ServicesHome Services

Cont.Cont.
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION: A small 
amount of water can lead 
to major damage and mold 
growth in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-750-
5574. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you 
call! (mcn)

MiscellaneousMiscellaneous

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Cal l  today for  a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most 
Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out of 
moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 877-327-
0795. (mcn)

SafesSafes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair 
and locked safes opened  
• Heavy and light duty gun 
safes and vault doors on 
hand • High security safes 
for gold and silver • 320-360-
5431 w53

 
TrailersTrailers

Utility Trailer brake & sus-
pension parts Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 218-927-2153

CASH 4  JUNK CARSCASH 4  JUNK CARS
AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY
Call 218-839-3371Call 218-839-3371

Tell ‘em you saw it  in the 
NewsHopper

Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

                                     Week of December 31, 2023             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY
WANTED: 

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 
for those that qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select programs 
include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Bene ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus off er: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time $20 co-
pay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free in-
formational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 posi-
tive reviews. Call 855/534-9138

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off  for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET YOUR DEDUCTION 
ahead of the year-end! Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous year-end tax credit. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501

SWITCH TO DISH
and get up to a $300 gift card! Plus get 
the Multisport pack included for a limited 
time! Hurry, call for details: 855/562-4309

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.
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CALL TODAY (866) 433-5324

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance
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THE MINNESOTA DISPLAY 
AD NETWORK

Your newspaper representative 
can provide

complete details. 

Need to get their attention?

24x
Hit over 2.4 million readers 
with an ad this size across 

the entire state.

The 2x4 Network is a program of the MNA, phone 800-279-2979

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.
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XCEL ENERGY MINNESOTA NATURAL GAS RATES 
Interim Change in Natural Gas Rates Starting January 1, 2024

XCEL ENERGY’S RATE INCREASE REQUEST
Xcel Energy has asked the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) for permission to increase its 
natural gas rates by approximately 9.6% or $59.03 million. Xcel Energy’s last request for an increase to 
natural gas rates was in 2021.

State law allows Xcel Energy to collect higher rates on an interim (temporary) basis while the MPUC reviews 
Xcel Energy’s request. The interim rate increase for 2024 is 8.5% or $51.2 million, over current rates. Because 
this increase only applies to the base rate portion of customers’ bills exclusive of fuel costs and certain rate 
riders, the interim rate request is uniformly billed as a 20.89% increase of that portion of the bill, or $6.06 per 
month for an average residential customer. This increase appears on your bill as an interim rate adjustment.

Typically, final rates become effective within 10 months of the date of the Application, unless the review 
period is extended by the MPUC. If final rates are lower than interim rates, Xcel Energy will refund 
customers the difference with interest. If final rates are higher than interim rates, Xcel Energy will not 
charge customers the difference.

WHY IS XCEL ENERGY ASKING FOR AN INCREASE?
A number of factors are driving the need for this case. The Company has continued to make capital 
investments in its natural gas system since it’s last rate case and continues to incur costs to serve its 
customers. Recovering these costs is critical to the Company’s ability to continue to provide safe, reliable, 
and affordable natural gas service to its customers long into the future. At the same time, unprecedented 
inflation has affected the cost of our operations, from materials and supplies to paying our employees and 
contractors. In addition, labor shortages, coupled with wage increases and supply chain shortages and 
delays across industries, have impacted how the Company must manage its operations and labor.

WHAT IS XCEL ENERGY DOING TO CONTROL COSTS?
Xcel Energy’s average residential natural gas rates are among the lowest in the nation, and residential 
natural gas rates will remain among the lowest if this proposal is approved. We are committed to doing all 
we can to keep costs low for our customers while delivering the safe, reliable energy they depend on. To do 
so, we are:

• Reviewing and monitoring our business to minimize operating and  
maintenance cost increases.

• Leading the nation with our energy conservation programs that help  
customers manage their energy use and save money on their bills.

• Working with local and state agencies that provide

HOW WILL THE RATE CHANGE AFFECT MONTHLY BILLS?
The proposed rate increase will affect individual monthly bills differently, depending on natural gas 
use and customer type. The proposed rate increase affects only those charges that recover the cost of 
providing service to our customers – approximately 45% of your total bill. This rate increase does not 
affect the wholesale cost of the gas, which is passed on to you directly without markup. Your monthly bills 
will continue to vary due to changes in the wholesale cost of natural gas and individual natural gas use.

The typical residential gas customer uses 73 therms per month. On average, the proposed  
$59.03 million rate change would increase the bill for a typical residential natural gas customer  
by $6.93 per month or $83.16 annually.

HELP WITH PAYING YOUR BILL
If you are having trouble making regular payments on your Xcel Energy account, contact us as soon  
as possible. We’ll work with you to arrange a payment plan and connect you to other resources that  
can help.

WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR REVIEWING XCEL ENERGY’S REQUEST?
The MPUC, the Minnesota Department of Commerce – Division of Energy Resources, the Office of  
the Attorney General – Residential Utilities Division, public interest groups, and large commercial  
and industrial customer groups will investigate our proposal.

The MPUC will hold public hearings and accept written comments about our rate increase request.  
Customers and others will be able to comment on our rate increase request at the public hearings. You 
may add verbal comments, written comments, or both into the record. Notice of the public hearing dates 
and locations will be published in local newspapers, included in monthly bills, and at: https://www.
xcelenergy.com/company/rates_and_regulations/filings/minnesota_natural_gas_rate_
proposal. (Make sure “Minnesota” is selected in the top left-hand corner.)

MORE INFORMATION
Xcel Energy’s current and proposed rate schedules are available at:

Xcel Energy
Web: xcelenergy.com/MNGasRates
Phone: 800-895-4999
414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401

Minnesota Department of Commerce
Web: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/ search.jsp. Select 23 in the year field, enter 413 in the 
number field, click on Search, and the list of documents will appear on the next page.

U.S. Mail: 85 7th Place East, Suite 280,
St. Paul, MN 55101

Phone: 651-539-1500 or 800-657-3602

Citizens with hearing or speech disabilities may call through their preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

SUBMIT COMMENTS
The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission is asking customers to comment on Xcel Energy’s 
request for a rate increase. Send comments to, or contact the MPUC’s Consumer Affairs Office 
for assistance with submitting comments: 

Online: https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/

Be sure to reference docket number 23-413.

U.S. Mail: 121 7th Place East, Suite 350,
St. Paul, MN 55101
Phone: 651-296-0406 or 800-657-3782

IMPORTANT
Comments will be made available to the public on the MPUC’s website, except in limited circumstances 
consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The MPUC does  
not edit or delete personally identifying information from submissions.

© 2023 Xcel Energy Inc.

PROPOSED CHANGES FOR MONTHLY NATURAL GAS BASE RATES

The following chart shows the current and proposed customer charge and distribution charge for each customer class with average natural gas usage.

PROPOSED CHANGES FOR MONTHLY NATURAL GAS BASE RATES

Customer Type
Present Monthly 

 Customer Charge
Proposed Monthly  
Customer Charge

Present Distribution Charge 
(per therm)

Proposed Distribution  
Charge per Ccf (or therm)

Residential $9.00 $11.00 $0.274927 $0.376599

Small Commercial $20.00 $30.00 $0.219738 $0.278538

Large Commercial $50.00 $50 $0.184101 $0.265771

Small Demand – Commodity $175.00 $175.00 $0.084775 $0.145368

Small Demand – Demand $0.882000 $0.932000

Large Demand – Commodity $275.00 $275.00 $0.084775 $0.145368

Large Demand – Demand $0.882000 $0.932000

Small Interruptible Tier I $150.00 $170.00 $0.148846 $0.205463

Small Interruptible Tier II $150.00 $170.00 $0.148846 $0.184917

Medium Interruptible Tier I $300.00 $300.00 $0.084775 $0.145368

Medium Interruptible Tier II $300.00 $300.00 $0.084775 $0.130831

Large Interruptible Tier I $450.00 $450.00 $0.079765 $0.130725

Large Interruptible Tier II $450.00 $450.00 $0.079765 $0.117653

Large Firm Transport $300.00 $300.00 $0.084775 $0.145368

Large Firm Transport – Dmd $0.882000 $0.932000

Small Interruptible Transport $175.00 $195.00 $0.148846 $0.205463

Medium Interruptible Transport $325.00 $325.00 $0.084775 $0.145368

Large Interruptible Transport $475.00 $475.00 $0.079765 $0.130725

Large Interruptible Transport combined with Negotiated $300.00 $300.00 $0.031725 $0.031725

The chart below shows the effect of the interim and proposed rate change on monthly bills for customers with average natural gas usage.

AVERAGE MONTHLY BILLS

Customer Class
Average Monthly Usage in Ccf 

(or therms)
Average Monthly Usage in Ccf 

(or therms)
Average Monthly Bill— 

Interim Rates
Average Monthly Bill— 

Proposed Rates

Residential 73 $67 $73 $74

Small Commercial 186 $157 $169 $173

Large Commercial 1,311 $968 $1,029 $1,059

Small Demand 7,765 $5,403 $5,763 $5,825

Large Demand 17,821 $11,861 $12,615 $12,818

Small Interruptible 6,639 $3,620 $3,858 $3,932

Medium Interruptible 46,065 $20,958 $21,836 $23,163

Large Interruptible 713,546 $313,983 $325,968 $341,268

Large Firm Transport** 133,497 $18,990 $22,602 $25,702

Small Interruptible Transport** 6,639 $1,248 $1,491 $1,559

Medium Interruptible Transport** 195,706 $19,406 $22,940 $28,774

Large Interruptible Transport** 2,098,693 $71,065 $85,037 $93,580

** Transportation classes bill estimates do not include the cost of gas
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