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931-993-9710
575 Lynchburg Hwy., Mulberry, TN 37359

• Interior & Exterior Railing • Pool & Yard Fences
• Driveway & Pedestrian Gates • Guard Railing
• Residential & Light Commercial

ExtraordinaryExtraordinary  Craf tsmanshipCraf tsmanship
Custom Design

www.southernironworks.comwww.southernironworks.com

Mon. - Thurs. 7:30 A.M. – 4:30 P.M. • Fri. 7:30 A.M. – 3:30 P.M.

LLaannee
HHyyddee

HHaappppyy  
1100tthh

bbiirrtthhddaayy!!

We love you and are 
so proud of you!
-your family
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NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

StanMcNabbChevy.com and StanMcNabbCDJ.com!

MOVING SALE SPECIALS

Chevrolet Buick GMC 
Sales: (931) 455-3451
Service: (877) 427-5222

Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Sales: (931) 408-9662 
Service: (931) 408-9671

All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee. Prices subject to change & vehicle availability.

2024 JEEP GRAND 
CHEROKEE
4x4

2023 JEEP GLADIATOR 
MOJAVE 4X4

MSRP:  $69,525
Discounts:  $13,429
Stan’s Price:  $56,096

Stk#C2369

2023 DODGE CHARGER 
SXT RWD

MSRP:  $39,110
Discounts:  $5,000
Stan’s Price:  $34,110

Stk#C2252

MSRP:  $58,820
Discounts:  $8,882
Stan’s Price:  $49,930

Stk#C2344

2023 JEEP CHEROKEE 
ALTITUDE 
LUX 4X4

Call (931) 408-9662

MSRP:  $45,320
Discounts:  $1,330
Stan’s Price:  $43,990

Stk#C23116
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goodnewsmags.com/stories

Tell us 
something 
good

We want to build stronger communities 
through positive, local stories. We can’t 
do that without your submissions. Submit 
a story idea, and it could be featured in 
the magazine.
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Fayetteville 931-433-5855
405 West College St., Fayetteville, TN 37334

Now Buy!Is The Time To

Park City 931-433-9124
2850 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN 37334

Mortgage Rates Are Still Great!

Come See Kelly Richardson Today!
She Will Find The Right Mortgage Solution For You!

www.fnbforyou.com

Do you struggle with hurts, pain, 
or addiction of any kind?
• Are you an adult child of an alcoholic or an abuse survivor?
• Do you struggle with anxiety, co-dependency, anger or fear?
• Are you addicted to gambling, food, sex, substances or pornography? 

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, non-denominational, 
     12 step recovery program. 
CR meets every Tuesday, 5:30-8pm. 
Supper provided and childcare is available upon request.

Fayetteville First UMC • 200 Elk Ave N. • (931)433-2251

1404 W. Washington St.
Fayetteville, TN 37334

1100 Winchester Hwy.
Fayetteville, TN 37334

Fayetteville Lumber & Supply, Inc. 

Mon. - Fri.
7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sat. 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. 931-433-9126

We Carry Everything You Need We Carry Everything You Need 
For Your Home ProjectsFor Your Home Projects

Friendly Service Since 1993

• Lumber 
• Paint
• Hardware
• Plumbing
• Tools

• Doors
• Electrical
• Windows
• Roofing
• HVAC 

1223 Huntsville Hwy. • (931) 532-0400 • Mon. - Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. • fayettevillechryslerjeepdodgeram.com

Ring In The New Year With A New RideRing In The New Year With A New RideNew Year, New Start, New Ride!
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From our 
publishing 

partner

“I take great 
honor in being the 
Publishing Partner 
for Good News 
Fayetteville! Good 
News Fayetteville 
shines light on the 
people and businesses 
that help make our 
town exceptional. If 
you are interested in 
becoming a supporter 
of Good News 
Fayetteville, please 
contact me today 
with any questions 
you may have.”

Faith Cashion
Publishing Partner
(931) 205-0640
faith@goodnewsmags.com

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? Let us 
know what you think! Follow us 
and leave a review on Facebook. 
Search Good News Fayetteville 
or send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com

I T’S HOLDING the door open for the 
person behind you. It’s sending a sweet 

text when they cross your mind. It’s stopping 
by to say “hi” when they’ve had a bad day. 
Showing up and showing love is like medicine 
for our souls. It lets us dance, sing, laugh, and 
cry together. It lets us know that someone is 
saving us a seat at every table. We know that 
– while we may be off-key – there is someone 
to sing backup from the passenger seat. And 
when we have those really bad days, we know 
there is a shoulder waiting like a therapeutic 
tissue. These moments, while they may feel 

small, carry a heavy weight. It keeps the 
world from falling apart when it feels so fragile. 
It keeps our head above the water in the deepest, 
darkest oceans. 

This issue of Good News is about celebrating 
our love. We’re not just talking about romantic 
love, either. We’re talking about the real love that 
can only come from the heart. Our community 
is full of actions that show love in every minute 
of every day. It can be as simple as a “Luv U” text 
or as kind as holding a door open. 

We’re proud to share stories of love to make 
the community a better place. GN

 
Wesley Bryant,
MANAGING EDITOR

Every Gesture 
of Love is from 
the Heart
Celebrating everyday love

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

10  / /  ISSUE 1  2024 GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE

W E LC O M E  TO  G O O D  N E W S



ISSUE 1  2024 / /  1 1GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE

PUBLISHING PARTNER Faith Cashion
MANAGING EDITOR Wesley Bryant

VP OF SALES Ken Holtzinger
LEAD LAYOUT ARTIST Brianna Brubaker
SENIOR LAYOUT ARTIST Melissa Davis 

PHOTOGRAPHERS Ashleigh Newnes, Brooke Snyder 
FREELANCE PHOTOGRAPHERS Jim Jordan, Brittany Johnson, 

Amanda Guy, Tommy Sprouse, Steve Zak, Sarah Bussard 
STORY WRITERS Tina Neeley, Jeriah Brumfield

FREELANCE WRITERS Sara McClaran, Gabriel Huff, Paige Cushman, 
Amanda West, Kaleob Ashley, Belle Butler, Richard Klin

STORY COORDINATOR Haley Potter 
PROOFREADER Michelle Harwell 

LEAD PRINT AD DESIGNER Todd Pitts
PRINT AD DESIGNER Ben Adams
JR LAYOUT ARTIST Jane Morrell

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT Cindy Baldhoff, Amanda Cox, Kevin Hines, 
Mark Mahagan, Kevin Maples, Janet Mullins, Matt Scott, 

Sissy Smith, Sandra Thomas

PRESIDENT / CEO Will Thomas
DIRECTOR OF MAGAZINES Katie McNabb

 VP OF TALENT Chase Perryman
VP OF MARKETING Gabby Denny

DIGITAL ASSISTANTS Ginger Jones, Marisa Thornton
HUMAN RESOURCES AND FINANCE Tracey Pollock  

CUSTOMER SERVICE Shelli Fuller, Barb Hargrove, Tim Weir  
DIGITAL DESIGN DIRECTOR Clinton George 

WEBSITE DESIGNERS Crystal Mehlhaff, Ashley McMurry 
SEO CONTENT WRITER Anna Sharp

SOCIAL MEDIA COMMUNITY MANAGER Sarabeth Bray

Art work or other copy submitted for publication is considered to be the property of the 
advertiser. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all liability for copyright 

violation is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. Exchange Media Group will make every 
effort to see that advertising copy is correctly printed, but shall not be liable for failure to 

publish an ad or for typographical errors. The advertiser assumes full liability for his/her ad-
vertisements and agrees to hold Exchange Media Group unaccountable for the content of 
all advertisements authorized for publication and any claims that may be made against the 
Exchange Media Group. Exchange Media Group will gladly reprint, without charge, that part 
of an advertisement in which an error occurs, provided a claim is made within three (3) days 
of the first publication of the ad. Exchange Media Group will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertisement that is defamatory, promotes academic dishonesty, violates any federal, state 
or local laws or encourages discrimination against any individual or group on the basis of 
race, sex, sexual orientation, color, creed, religion, national origin or disability. Exchange 

Media Group reserves the right to reject ads considered distasteful or defamatory. All real 
estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, 

sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination. Exchange Media Group will not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which is in violation of the law.  All persons are hereby informed that all 

dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

© 2024 Exchange Media Group, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

P.O. Box 490, Fayetteville, TN 37334 | (800) 247-7318 | exchange-inc.com

Subscribe to Good News on www.GoodNewsMags.com
or call (800) 247-7318

GOOD NEWS IS PUBLISHED BY Exchange Media Group, Inc.
FOUNDER Bill Thomas (1940-2010)

 

goodnewsmags.com/subscribe

Give
something
good

We want to build stronger communities 
through positive, local stories. We can’t 
do that without your subscriptions.  
Sign up your friends and family online 
for free.
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Something old, 
new, & reimagined

Hearts lighter and hair 
brighter

Not in our town

Savor the 
sweetness of love

 14 

 20 

 26 

 32 

Photography by Brooke Snyder

TIna Hudson➤
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This section of the magazine 
covers local positive stories
you may have missed.

Submit a positive story
on our website: 

 

goodnewsmags.com
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Barb Stoughton

Karen Blalock
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Something 
Old, New, & 
Reimagined

Generations connects 
through the power of story.

 
By Tina Neeley // Photography by Brooke Snyder

Cheryl Hobbs

Katherine and Billy Hobbs

T HEY LOVE the thrill of the hunt. Cheryl 
Hobbs said she comes from a long line of 

women who sat up on Saturdays and sold their items 
at yard sales, auctions, and other events. The success 
of Saturday sales depended upon the diligence of 
the digger. A box of random junk holds a vintage 
cameo stickpin attached to a fading letter. A yard sale 
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on a rainy day yields a complete set of 
antique silverware, and an old dresser, 
drooping on from years of neglect, is 
buried under mismatched chipped 
china and abandoned tools.

A grandmother buys the cameo to 
add to her granddaughter’s collection. 
The letter finds its way home with a 
writer intrigued by its content and 
anxious to create a story around it. 
The dresser isn’t recognizable after 
paint and new hardware. The seller 
parcels out the mismatched china and 
abandoned tools over time, connecting 
buyers to their favorite memories.

But Hobbs saw another way of 
continuing the life of treasured items 
in The Browse House, a shop on the 
Huntsville Highway operated by her 
mother-in-law, Katherine Hobbs, who 
also ran The Mockingbird Antique 
Mall on the Fayetteville square.  

“I fell in love with the stories behind 
the items she found to sell. Maybe that 
was part of my teaching background. 
My favorite story was of an old German 
shrunk she had purchased from a 
lady who had traveled the world with 
her spouse through the military. The 
beauty of it made me swoon, and the 
story absolutely sold me on selling and 
learning about furniture and history,” 
said Hobbs.

According to reference.com, a 
German shrunk, or schrank, is a type of 
tall furniture that can be a combination 
of cabinetry, shelving, drawers, and 
closets, commonly made of highly 
decorated wood. Imagine the love the 
couple had for the shrunk since each 
time her husband was transferred, the 
massive piece was disassembled and 

transported from station to station 
until they reached their new base.

Hobbs loved the stories so much 
that she opened her own shop when 
she retired from teaching. Generations, 
located on the Huntsville Highway in 
Fayetteville, caters to the next generation 
of furniture lovers in something new, 
old, and reimagined. It’s where Hobbs 
connects vendors and buyers and 
where stories are shared.

“We have true, honest antiques 
throughout the store, and we also 
have things that meet the needs of 
your common everyday buyer. One of 
the things I think our customers enjoy 
is the fact that every vendor brings a 
different card to the table. They’re all 
unique. They all have their own little 
niche in the things they do,” said Hobbs.

Hobbs has a niche, too.
“I look for lots and lots of vintage. I 

look for substantial pieces of furniture 
that are solid and have withstood the 
test of time. I love vintage things from 
the ‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s market. Those 
three really have my heart,” she said.

“They’re all unique. 
They all have their 
own little niche in 

the things they do.”

- Cheryl Hobbs
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But where does she find those?
Hobbs said, “I love the dig. I love a good 

shop, mile-long yard sales, or finding a good 
yard sale on the side of the road where you 
can just dig and look.”

And Fayetteville is full of good shops.
“I wish that people realized Fayetteville 

is more of a destination than others know. 
My store is the farthest from the square. But 
between here and the square, there are four 
other stores where people can shop. And 
that doesn’t include all the other shops on 
the little side roads,” Hobbs said. “You could 

spend the whole day shopping from one 
end of Lincoln County to the other.”

As the sun sets on another day at 
Generations, whispers of forgotten tales 
and the promise of new beginnings fill the 
air within the store. The carefully curated 
collections of vintage treasures, lovingly 
restored and repurposed, radiate a timeless 
charm that transcends generations.

The relics of the past find new life in 
buyers’ hands, eager to weave their narratives 
into the tapestry of history. Each item 
holds a story, an untold chapter of a bygone 

era, waiting to be discovered by the next 
curious soul who crosses the threshold. 
With her passion for the hunt and an eye 
for the timeless, Hobbs and her vendors 
craft a haven where the past and present 
intertwine seamlessly.

New generations of buyers discover 
their style and find their treasures in Hobbs’ 
shop. Waiting to be discovered are items 
that might otherwise be gone forever and 
their stories with them. For the love of the 
story, make room on your calendar for a 
good hunt. You’ll be glad you did! GN
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Providing funeral care for your family is our number one priority. 
We believe the best way to serve you is by being here in the 
community - for you, and with 
you. You can count on us to be 
available for your family 
24 hours a day, and at a 
moment’s notice.

508 West College St.
Fayetteville, TN 37334
Office: 931.433.4511
Funeral Info: 931.438.2956
www.gallantfuneralhome.com

...as only your local funeral home can.

Caring

1245 East College St., Pulaski, TN • Facebook.com/AHC.Meadowbrook

Senior care is the heart of what we do at AHC Meadowbrook. 
If you or your loved one needs care close to home or family, 

let us be your first choice. Services include:

• Nursing care
• Physical, occupational 
    and speech therapy
• Disease management

• Wound care
• IV therapy
• ARTS technology
• Much more

SENIOR LIVING • REHABILITATION

Compassionate, 
Quality Care 
for Rehab or 
Long-term 
Living

Call Today 931-363-7548 Or visit AHCseniorcare.com

Outpatient

Therapy
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20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK 
Regular: $27.99 • Buffalo: $31.99

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $27.99

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.79 • Sandwich only: $4.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE CLUB SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.99 • Sandwich only: $6.99

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.49

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.19

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.19 • Sandwich only: $5.99

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct. $9.19 • 5ct. $10.19 • 6ct. $11.19
Buffalo: 4ct. $9.99 • 5ct. $11.19 • 6ct. $12.39

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $12.29 • Buffalo: $12.39

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $10.39 • Buffalo: $10.99

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.39

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.89

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $8.19 

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.29

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $9.89

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 
$4.29

FRIED PICKLES 
$4.29

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular: $1.99 • Large: $2.39

COLESLAW - CUP 
99¢

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 
$1.89

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular: $1.49 • Buffalo: $1.69

THE NIBBLER 
$1.89

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, and a Treat.  
KIDDIE FINGER
$4.99

KIDDIE CHEESE
$4.99

DRINK 
Small: $2.19 • Medium: $2.39 • Large: $2.59

GALLON OF SWEET OR UNSWEET TEA
$4.99

KIDZ® DRINK 
89¢

MILK 
Regular: $1.19 • Chocolate: $1.19

APPLE JUICE 
$1.19

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct. $5.39 • 10ct. $8.99 • 20ct. $16.69

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.39

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.69

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $14.49 • 20ct. $27.69

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
Three $1.89

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.99 • Grilled: $8.69 • Garden: $6.89

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried: $9.29 • Grilled: $8.99 • Garden: $7.19

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

DESSERTS

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, Ranch, 
Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, Tongue 
Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot Honey Mustard, 
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ, 
Buffalo Garlic Blaze 
25¢

SAUCES

Mixed greens topped with 
Chicken Fingerz, Asian slaw 
and honey sesame glaze, 
served with Citrus Vinaigrette 
dressing and a tasty veggie 
egg roll. Don’t you want it 
right now?

The Zensation 
Zalad is Back!

A la carte 
Egg Rolls

Two for $3.00+tax
Available 

January 8th

www.zaxbys.com

931-227-4999
1511 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN

*Prices subject to change without notice
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AT TRUVY’S Beauty Spot in “Steel Magnolias,” 
kinship forms among the stylists and their 

clients while hair color processes and dries under 
the blower. The laughter and free therapy leave hearts 
lighter and hair brighter, and age and circumstances are 
no barrier. Truvy, Ouiser, Clairee, M’Lynn, Shelby, and 
Annelle forge an undergirding bond as they lean on 
each other through life’s most challenging days.

The movie captivated Karmen Allen. Although she 
knew nothing about styling hair, she knew what she 
wanted to do in life after watching the movie. 

Brian Gulley was a Motlow State Community 
College business student when his sister started 
cosmetology school. Gulley’s interest in the business 
grew as his sister talked about all she was learning. 
After graduating from Motlow, he completed his 
beauty school training at the Fayetteville Beauty 
School of Cosmetology and became a sales rep for 

Tressa, a major beauty product manufacturer. Tressa 
sent him for training in Cincinnati, and he traveled the 
country as an in-salon instructor for their product line. 

Gulley said, “[After that], I worked for a 
couple of shops and was a partner in another 
before I met up with Karmen. Once I started 
teaching [at Fayetteville High School], I decided 
I didn’t need partners because I couldn’t be 
there. I just needed to be in a shop working with 
someone, so I went to Shear Frenzy.”

Allen worked alone in her shop for years, but 
losing her lease twice to the sale of the building 
forced her to consider other options. 

“I thought, ‘I’ll just do booth rental,’ and the 
reason I chose to go to Shear Frenzy was because I 
knew Brian was there. I knew I’d have at least one 
friend there because I’d never worked with other 
hairdressers,” said Allen.

Shear Frenzy’s owner, Faron Campbell, passed 
away, and her son, Jacob Campbell, took over the 
shop. Allen and Gulley continued their work there, 
but when Jacob also passed away, it was time for 
them to consider their future.

“We loved it at Shear Frenzy, but we had a 
couple of hard losses. We needed to make our 
own memories — memories for us. We wanted to 
have more peace and not so much sadness looking 
around and seeing the loss we had at Shear 
Frenzy,” Allen said.

Allen and Gulley’s friendship was strong, 
and while they studied their next steps, an 
ideal location for a salon opened. They decided 
to draw on their compatibility and make new 
memories as partners.

“The shop we’re in now kind of fell in our lap. 
We weren’t looking, so it was meant to be. We took 

Hearts lighter 
and hair brighter

 
Brimen’s Hair Studio knows you deserve to feel beautiful.
 
By Tina Neeley // Photography by Brooke Snyder



Brian Gulley and Karmen Allen



These people become more 
than clients; they become 
friends and family.
- Karmen Allen

“

Karmen Allen working on a client’s hair

the first three letters of his name and the last three of mine, Brian and 
Karmen, and came up with Brimen’s Hair Studio,” said Allen.

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Allen is behind the chair each 
day, and Gulley is there Thursday through Saturday during the school 
year and for the summer. He’s the founder and instructor of the 
cosmetology program at Fayetteville High School. With seven 

classes a day, Monday through Friday, Gulley said it’s the largest 
program in the school’s vocational program.

He was a Fox54 Top Teacher last October and is passionate 
about the importance of relationships with the students.

“It’s a good feeling knowing you’ve helped young 
people find their direction and what they want to do in life 
— encourage and make those connections with them. 

Young people need encouragement today, probably 
more than ever, because it’s a different world out 
there,” said Gulley. 

While Gulley is busy training tomorrow’s 
cosmetologists, Allen misses her partner.

“I watch the clock on Thursdays around 
three, waiting on Brian to get there because 
it’s good to have him there,” said Allen. “We 

have the same personality, sense of humor, 
and work ethic and get along so well. In 
this industry, it’s hard to get along with 

somebody the way you need to in order to 
stay together. We’re so much alike.”

So much alike that remodeling the 
shop was a piece of cake, even during 
the supply shortages and restraints of 

the pandemic. Brimen’s opened on 
June 10, 2021, and clients recognize 

the pair’s seamless handprint upon 
the shop’s look and feel, affirming their 
shared passions and personalities.

It’s easy to see today that Allen has 
come full circle, back to Truvy and 

“Steel Magnolias.”



Brian Gulley working on a client’s hair

Follow Brimen’s Hair Studio on Facebook. The salon is located at 105 Elk 
Ave. N., in Fayetteville, and can be reached at (931) 580-0885.

“I love my 
people,” she said. “I 
love how they might be 
in a bad or sad mood, and 
we can just talk and laugh 
and forget about the outside 
world while they’re in the chair. 
Maybe I made them feel better for 
the rest of the day. I believe everybody 
deserves to have their hair done and feel 
good about themselves. Then, in return, they 
make me feel good. They lift me up, pray for me, 
and appreciate me.” 

Unsurprisingly, Gulley agrees. “It’s the lifelong 
connections you make in the community. All these years, 
you’ve done (their hair), and then you’re doing their children’s 
(hair), and you’ve done their grandchildren’s (hair). These people 
become more than clients; they become friends and family.” 
At Brimen’s, you’re not just a name on an appointment book.

“We always want the people that come to see us to know they’re just 
not people; they are important. When you come to see us, we’re going to treat 
you like you want to be treated. You’re not just a number; you’re a client of ours,” 
said Allen. “We want you to feel that connection. When you come to our salon, you’re 
going to get the same treatment every time.”

You’ll find laughter, free therapy, and bonds of friendship for life’s most challenging 
days at Brimen’s Hair Studio. You’ll leave with hearts lighter and colors brighter. 

Rinse and repeat. It’s a beauty regimen that pays out more than it costs. GN
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931-433-6634
Ask about automatic payment

r i c h a r d s o n w a s t e @ g m a i l . c o m

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!

Looking for 
 a new place?

TDD 1-800-848-0298
Just off Huntsville Hwy. • 500 Independence Drive

Oakview Apartments currently has:
• 2 Bedroom Apartments w/Washer-Dryer Connection
• 1 Bedroom Apartments • Spacious Energy Efficient
• Total Electric Kitchens & Energy Efficient Appliances
• Dishwasher & Washer/Dryer Hook-Ups Available
• Walk In Closet • Onsite Laundry Room 
• Handicap Units When Available
• Pet Friendly • Some Restrictions Apply  
     1 BR Starting @ $415.00 •  2 BR Starting @ $460.00

Credit & police check required
(931)557-9410
(931) 433-7751

Local Peoples Gas Company
3296 Lewisburg Hwy.
Petersburg, TN 
931-659-6981 Phone
931-993-9496 J.D. Haislip

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
We are locally owned & operated...We are locally owned & operated...

we want your business!we want your business!
Proudly serving Fayetteville, Proudly serving Fayetteville, 

Lewisburg, and Surrounding AreasLewisburg, and Surrounding Areas

Winter Doesn’t 
Wait For Anyone.
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Fully insured certificate available on request.
We’ll work with insurance companies

421 Lincoln Ave. S., Fayetteville, TN

931-433-7314931-433-7314
www.tandlroofing.com

• Repair • Replace • New Construction • Locally Owned & Operated 
• All Types Of Roofs • Owens Corning Preferred Contractor 

NEED ROOF REPAIR?

T & L Roofing
"Quality Lives On After The Price Is Gone"

MANUFACTURED HOUSING SUPERCENTER



Not in
our town
A local team is working to end 
bedlessness in Lincoln County.

BY TINA NEELEY  // PHOTOGRAPHY BY BROOKE SNYDER

T HE SILVER moon projects a light show of dancing branches 
upon the curtain, a winter waltz accompanied by the gentle 

hum of the heating unit. Pint-sized construction equipment and 
building blocks wait in the corner of the bedroom for the little 
worker cocooned in superhero bedding atop a racecar bed. The 
sandy-haired boy sleeps in peaceful dreams. 

 A block away, the blue-eyed boy pulls his teddy bear 
and jammies from a pillowcase, leaning on the couch as 
he puts on his pajamas. The curtains billow, tossed by 
the evening wind bullying through tired weather strip-
ping. He drags the quilt to the floor, shuffling it and a 
blanket into a makeshift bed. Snuggling up to Teddy, he 
pulls the covers to his chin and closes his eyes, curl-
ing his super-hero sock-clad feet tightly under him 
to further soften his sleep. He tosses and 
turns restlessly. 
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Both are realities in Lincoln County 
and communities throughout the coun-
try. According to Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
(SHP), roughly 2-3% of American children 
are without beds. That number is astounding 
when you consider that America is one of 
the richest countries in the world.* SHP is a 
national 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that 
grew out of meeting the need for a single bed 
at Christmas for a struggling family. Leftover 
lumber sparked the idea of building one more 
bed. The response was countless donations 
and volunteers to continue the project. Today, 
SHP has over 270 chapters nationwide, 
including the South Pittsburg, Tennessee 
chapter. Their motto is “No kid sleeps on the 
floor in our town!®”

The South Pittsburg chapter contacted 
the Hands of Mercy Outreach Center (HO-
MOC) about organizing a satellite chapter 
serving families in Lincoln County. Always 
looking for resources to assist the community, 
the answer was yes, and another ministry of 
HOMOC was born.

Johnny Collins, the co-build manag-
er and installation manager for the local 
program, said HOMOC’s satellite chapter 
started locally in spring 2022, and from 
September 2022 through September 2023, 
teams have installed 205 beds for area chil-
dren ages 3 to 17.

Tina Hudson of HOMOC and LC 
area coordinator for the satellite chapter 
said, “Sleep in Heavenly Peace has been a 
true eye-opener for me and the need in our 
community for a clean, safe bed for children 
to sleep in. It’s such a basic need, and many of 
us have several extra beds in our own homes, 
but to know that children are sleeping in such 
deplorable conditions in our own community 
has spurred me on to want to do more.”

Tina Hudson➤
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Collins agrees. “I’ve been involved 
with children and youth for over 25 years 
through the church, ballparks, and other 
community outreach programs. It wasn’t 
until I got involved with SHP that I 
realized the need that was there. It’s just 
something we take for granted,” he said.

There are many ways to get involved 
in SHP. There are build days that provide 
opportunities for individuals, groups, and 
organizations to assist with the construc-
tion of the beds. On installation days, 
teams go into the child’s home and set 
up the bed, complete with a new mattress 
and bedding. HOMOC accepts dona-
tions of new twin bedding suitable for 
children and teens and monetary contri-
butions at any time.

“I’m blessed to be able to work on the 
build team and the install team as the 
installation coordinator. Many of these 
children have never had a bed before, and 
seeing tears in their eyes and how they 
can’t speak sometimes is like the best 
Christmas ever. Even teenagers who have 
never had a bed get their own,” said Col-
lins. “There are so many impacts of child 
sleep deprivation. It affects them socially, 
psychologically, and mainly academically. 
Basically, a child who doesn’t sleep can’t 
remember things in school. They get tired, 
struggle with behavioral issues, and are 
more prone to be sick. There are so many 
aspects of sleep deprivation. This goes way 
beyond the smile and the tears. It’s putting 
hope in those situations because a lot of 
these families are really trying, and they 
just can’t make it. It never cost more to 
live than today, and this is one way we can 
extend some hope to a family.”

Hudson and Collins are excited to 
share the program with area churches and 
organizations that want more information. 

They welcome participation and dona-
tions. They also need your help spreading 
the word about the availability of beds 
through the program.

Collins said, “It’s not something that 
comes up in normal conversation. Pride 
plays a role in that because folks just don’t 
like to admit that they need help some-
times. But these days, it’s okay to say I 
need help, and I need a little assistance. 
That’s what we’re here for    — to assist and 
to help and give that family a fresh start 
and a new perspective, letting them know 
that there is hope out there.”

It’s help and hope carried on the wings 
of your donations.

“I want to thank all our volunteers for 
giving up their time to come out and work 
on build days and completing the installs. 
This ministry couldn’t function without 
them,” said Collins.

Hudson said, “We can’t thank the 
community enough for their support of 
this ministry, whether through monetary 
donations, bedding/pillow drives, or host-
ing a build day. It’s just been great!” GN

That’s what 
we’re here for 

 — to assist 
and to help 

and give 
that family 

a fresh start 
and a new 

perspective, 
letting them 

know that 
there is hope 

out there.
- Johnny Collins

Call (931) 625-6600 to speak to 
Johnny Collins or email johnny.
collins@frbc.org. Contact Tina 
Hudson at the Hands of Mer-
cy Outreach Center to make a 
financial donation or donation 
of new bedding suitable for a 
child or teen. Call Hudson at (931) 
433-4263 or (931) 625-0701 or 
visit handsofmercycenter.com. 
Requests for beds can be made 
at shpbeds.org. 

*Sleep in Heavenly Peace, 
shpbeds.org, 2023



Tina Hudson, Jeannie Collins, and Johnny Collins
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931-427-8211
25900 Main St., Ardmore, TN

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 7:00 A.M. -10:00 P.M.; 
Sun. 7:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M.

True Discount 
Lotto Land

Smokes 
& Suds

We’ve Got What You Need

Lottery • Beer • Cigars

Local professionals, 
caring for our 
neighbors to 

enhance their 
quality of life.

Call Us Today:

Home Health Services
• Skilled Nursing
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Speech Therapy PSSA Services

Private Duty Services
• Skilled Nursing (Hourly)
• Personal Care Services

2310 Thornton Taylor Pkwy Ste A • Fax: 931-438-9549 • qualityfirsthc.com

931-438-9595

John Karby, 
CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1231 Huntsville Hwy. Suite C
Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-438-3200

Lisa McKern, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
2899 Huntsville Hwy.
Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-438-2378

You’re retired.
Your money isn’t.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITYwww.bmaprop.com

110 Franklin Ave. N., Fayetteville, TN • (931) 438-4492
Licensed in TN & AL
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Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithstankservice.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Let Us Take Care Of 
Your Septic Tanks

Ferguson LP Gas Company
27650 Pinedale Rd., Ardmore, AL • 256-423-3320

Get Your FillGet Your Fill
Before TheBefore The  
Chill!Chill!

• Physical, Speech, Occupational
   & Respiratory Therapies
• Unit Specializing in Dementia Care
• Specializing in Skilled & Long Term Care
• Nursing
• Specialized Diets
• Activities
• Social Services
• Free Wi-Fi

Administrator - Lisa Veteto
Director of Admissions - Jennifer Mitchell

faymark@twinrivershc.com
elkriverhroffayetteville.com

4081 Thornton Taylor Pkwy. 
Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-433-9973

HealtH & NursiNg of fayetteville 

The CareThe Care
They DeserveThey Deserve

114 W. Market Street
Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-433-1173

Fayetteville’s Most Unique 
& Historic Dining Experience

Mon: Closed • Tues - Thurs: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm
Sat: 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm • Sun: Closed

We Service What We Sell!

409 Lincoln Ave. South, Fayetteville, TN 37334 
931-433-5869  Mon.-Fri. 7-5; Sat. 7-12 
bradfordappliancetn.com



Sweetness
By  Tina Neeley

Savor the

of  love



Turtle Cheesecake
Submitted by Tammie Thorpe

1 1/2 c. chocolate wafer cookies, crushed
3 T. butter, melted
2 pkgs. cream cheese, 8 oz., softened
1/2 c. sugar
1 t. vanilla
2 eggs, room temperature
1/2 c. chocolate chips
1/2 c. pecans, chopped
1/2 c. caramel ice cream topping

In a medium mixing bowl, mix wafers and 
butter. Press into the bottom of a 9” pie pan. 
In a large mixing bowl, stir cream cheese until 
smooth. Stir in sugar and vanilla. Add eggs one 
at a time. Mix until batter is smooth. Pour mix 
into pie crust. Bake at 325˚ for 40 minutes or 
until slightly brown. Let cheesecake cool. 
While cake is baking, combine chocolate chips, 
pecans, and caramel topping in a medium bowl. 
When cake has baked, gently spread mixture 
over top of cake. Place in refrigerator until cool.

Death by Chocolate
Submitted by Lisa Scott

2 pkgs. chocolate mousse mix
1 lg. pkg. whipped topping
1 pan baked brownies
¼ c. Kahlua®
8 Heath® bars, crushed
1 c. pecans, chopped

Prepare chocolate mousse as directed. Fold 
whipped topping into mousse and set aside. 
Crumble ½ of the brownies into a 9x13 baking 
dish. Sprinkle Kahlua® over brownies. Sprinkle 
½ of the Heath® bars and the pecans over the 
brownies. Spread ½ chocolate mousse on top. 
Layer remaining brownies, Heath® bars, and 
mousse. Chill before serving.

The Ultimate 
Chocolate Chip Cookies
Submitted by Rose Hamner

1 1/2 c. shortening
2 1/2 c. brown sugar
4 T. milk
2 t. vanilla
2 eggs
3 1/2 c. AP flour
2 t. salt
1 1/2 t. baking soda
1 bag chocolate chips
2 c. pecan pieces

In a large mixing bowl, beat shortening and 
brown sugar. Add milk, vanilla, and eggs. In a 
medium mixing bowl, sift together flour, salt, 
and baking soda. Add to the creamed mixture. 
Stir in chocolate chips and pecan pieces. Drop 
by spoonfuls onto a greased cookie sheet. Bake 
at 350° for 8-10 minutes.

Submit your recipes to be included in Good News Magazine and the Exchange Cookbook: 
www.southernaprons.com

Discover cozy and delicious recipes 
to brighten your day
By Tina Neeley

I T ’S   TIME for embracing warmth, love, and the joy of sharing delicious 
meals with those closest to our hearts. As we endure the lingering winter 
days, here’s a selection of recipes filled with heartfelt comfort. From 

delightful treats perfect for celebrating Valentine’s Day to nourishing dishes 
that evoke feelings of love and togetherness, indulge in the flavors that 
bring people together and create lasting memories. Join us as we celebrate 
from the heart. GN
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CUSTOM STEEL BUILDINGS
LIFETIME METAL ROOFING, SHAKE SIDING
VINYL SIDING, WINDOWS, GARAGE DOORS

Over 30+ Colors Available

Call today!
(931)962-8859

Financing available! 
Check us out on Facebook!

Clark’s Home Solutions, LLC 
792 David Crockett Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398  

At Lincoln Manor, you will experience our commitment to freedom 
of choice even before you join us as a new resident. We offer a variety 

of suites to suit your lifestyle and budget.

Call To Schedule A Tour!

115 Medical Center Blvd.
Fayetteville, TN 37334 
(931) 433-5000

https://inspiritseniorliving.com/lincolnmanor
714 Lewisburg Hwy., Fayetteville, TN • (931) 433-5913

billsliquorstore.net

Taste it Tuesdays!
It may not be “new” to our store, but maybe it’s “new” to you!

Stop in to try something new every Tuesday!

Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track Hoe
Site Prep

Demolition

Roads & Driveways
Grade Work

Pads
Ponds & Lakes

Underground Utilities

Complete Rock 
Hammer/Rock 

Removal

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

WE CAN DO IT ALL!WE CAN DO IT ALL!
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goodnewsmags.com/events

We want to build stronger communities through positive, 
local stories. If you have an upcoming event, please 
submit it online.  We will add it to your community’s online 
calendar, and it could be featured in the magazine.

Let the

times roll

S H A R E  A N  E V E N T

good
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From the heart

A taste of love

For the love of the game

A conduit for a brighter 
future

 38 

 40 

 44 

 48 

Photography by Brooke Snyder

Chase Bowden➤
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This section of the magazine 
covers local people or 
businesses you need to 
know about.

Our stories are based on 
submissions from local people. 

Submit yours here:

 

goodnewsmags.com



From
Heartthe

From
Heartthe

T HE CONNECTION between humans — we call it love — is a profoundly 
beautiful thing. Our Creator built us to have different types of love. The Greek 
words for the three types are eros, agape, and philio.

Eros is the passionate and romantic love we often think of when picturing two people 
sharing an intimate bond. It’s full of emotion, desire, and longing, and people find it every day.

Agape love is a love that is unconditional and selfless. It’s love without expectation or 
demand, often seen among family members and friends who care deeply for one another.

Philio love is the love of friendship and community. It’s about shared experiences and 
mutual understanding. We often see this type of love in close-knit groups of people who 
have a deep connection — just like Fayetteville.

No matter what type of love you experience, it’s an essential part of the human expe-
rience. Love and connection bring us closer together, allowing us to share life’s highs and 
lows with those we care about most. Good News is happy to share these one-of-a-kind 
stories from the heart. GN
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A Taste 
of Love

By Tina Neeley
Photography by Brooke Snyder

The Redbird serves 
Fayetteville, family style. 

T HE WARM aroma of garlic 
bread baking mingles with the 
spices simmering in the spaghet-

ti sauce, enveloping the cozy space of the 
cafe. Soft morning light filters through the 
windows, casting a soft glow over the wait-
ing tables. Every detail, meticulously cho-
sen, bears the mark of a deeply cherished 
memory. Cardinals throughout the room 
pay tribute to the lifelong bond between a 
mother and her daughter. 

For Ruby Edde, the cafe was only a 
dream as she waitressed for 15 years for 
others. The owner of The Caboose in 
Lynchburg, one of her former employers, 
recognized her potential and told her she 
needed her own restaurant. Although she 
prayed about it, she struggled to find the 
courage to follow her heart until she at-
tended a women’s conference in Pigeon 
Forge in 2022. As if talking directly to 
her, the speaker described her experience 
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Charla Graham, Ruby Edde, Makenzie Widner, 
and Leah Jones

➤

of hearing from God and encouraged the 
attendees who dreamed of opening their 
own businesses to seek a specific answer in 
prayer. She had her attention.

Not one to make such a decision with-
out her husband’s agreement, Edde and her 
husband, Mike, discussed it, and she prayed 
for direction.

“I think you can lose a lot of blessings 
by not going with what He tells you be-
cause there have been times I felt it but 
didn’t follow through. I definitely think 
He was in this. Within two weeks, what I 
asked for happened. I told my husband, ‘I 
believe God’s in it.’ So, you know if you get 
your husband to agree, you know God’s in 
it,” Edde said.

Her restaurant opened in March 2023 
with a noticeable theme.

The brilliantly colored birds honor the 
memory of her mother, Jessie Dell Price, 
and the times they shared watching birds 
outside her mother’s window. Edde and 
her mom connected with the cardinals that 
frequented the feeder, and naming the cafe 
The Redbird was an easy choice.

It may be that her cafe fulfills her moth-
er’s dream as well. 

“When I was younger, she opened a lit-
tle trailer and served breakfast. I think that 
might have been her dream, but she didn’t 
really talk about it much. It didn’t last very 
long, and I was young and don’t remember 
much about it,” she said. “I think my mom 
would have been proud of me.”

The cafe connects Edde and her family 
in ways they might never otherwise expe-
rience. In addition to her husband, Edde’s 
sisters helped get the building ready to 
open. Her three granddaughters eagerly tie 
on their aprons and work tirelessly taking 
care of customers and their orders, and her 
grandson helps, too. Her daughters and her 
niece will lend a hand as needed. 

Edde said, “I get to spend time with the 
grandkids every day, making memories.”

Open Tuesday through Saturday, The 
Redbird offers a variety of soups, sand-
wiches, wraps, hamburgers, and daily plate 
lunch specials. Irresistible homemade des-
serts sweeten the day.

“We have a big selection,” she said. “I 
get a lot of compliments on my Reubens. 
We do hamburgers and patty melts, taco 
salads, chicken salad sandwiches, and club 
sandwiches, and we always have a pulled 
chicken plate and a pork plate. We do 
baked beans, salad coleslaw, potato sal-
ad, pasta salad, and chips. We cook fresh 
homemade chocolate pie, pecan pie, and 
Sundrop cake. We get great compliments 
on our food. All together, we’ve had noth-
ing but positive [comments].”

Edde now knows firsthand the respon-
sibilities and attention to detail of being a 
food establishment owner. As involved as it 
is, she prefers it over working in a factory, 
something she discovered was never for her.

42  / /  ISSUE 1  2024 GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE



She said, “When I worked in facto-
ries, it was terrible. Working overtime 
every day, six days a week, people weren’t 
happy. They were stressed. And factory 
work is very, very stressful. I need to be 
with people, I guess. I’m a servant.”

Although there are stressful days, the 
stress connected to living your dream 
weighs differently. It confirms the ful-
fillment of years of dreaming and an an-
swered call.

“It feels good when your dream 
comes true. It feels good. You know God 
is in it,” said Edde.

A God-fulfilled dream honoring a 
mother’s legacy sings a song of hope, 
welcoming Fayetteville residents to 
their family table. GN

Visit The Redbird on the corner of the 
Fayetteville square at 101 Market St. E.,  
(931) 224-2596. Daily specials are posted 
on Facebook.

“It feels good when 
your dream comes 
true. It feels good. 
You know God is in it”  
- Ruby Edde
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For the 
Love of 
the Game

By Tina Neeley
Photography by Brooke Snyder

A football family 
impacts souls in 
the game of life. 

T HE PLAYING field for high 
school football isn’t a hundred 
yards; it’s as large as the 

community’s hearts as they rally for their 
team and each other. Fayetteville High 
School’s Friday night lights spotlight a 
network of interconnected stories set in a 
small town against a backdrop of spirited 
marching bands, cheerleaders, concessions, 
players, and coaches. It’s a place where Tim 
and Sonya Ellis found healing following 
the death of their son, Edward.

 “He had Lennox Gastaut Syndrome 
and lived to be 12. Lennox Gastaut is a 
rare form of epilepsy,” said Sonya. “May 15, 
2010, we woke up to a new normal.”

The new normal was void of 24/7 care 
for Edward, who couldn’t walk or talk, al-
though he could vocalize to demonstrate 
his emotions.

“Those 12 years were time-consuming. 
We look back now, and we thought we were 
busy, but you just went on with life. You did 
what you had to do,” Sonya said.

Tim, Sonya, and their son, Will, 
grieved Edward’s absence differently. 
Although present and parenting Will, 
a second-grader at the time, the parents 
weren’t sure how to fill the time previously 
committed to Edward’s care. Will can say 
today, though, that he knows Edward’s in-
fluence on his life.



“He made me realize there are more 
people out there [who] need help and are 
going through worse,” Will said. “Our job 
is to be nice to others because you don’t 
know their situation.”

When Will started playing football as 
a freshman at Fayetteville High School 
(FHS) in 2016, the family recognized that 
many players struggled to have everything 
they needed to play. 

“The need was there. You had boys that 
didn’t have anything,” said Sonya.

With the coach’s approval, Tim and 
Sonya and two other couples founded the 
Tiger Touchdown Club, a football boost-
er club whose mission is to provide players 
with equipment, supplies, jerseys, trans-
portation to games over two hours away, 
pregame meals, and more. “If it touches 
the kid, that’s our whole focus,” said Tim. 
“Money is raised by the sale of banners, ad-
vertisements, and sponsorships.”

Chris Cagle, FHS offensive coordinator, 
attests to the club’s support of the players. 
“I wasn’t around when they developed the 
booster club, but [Fayetteville City’s foot-
ball program] would have nothing without 

the Ellis family. Tim and Sonya provide fi-
nancial support by giving and raising mon-
ey. They do this while Tim runs a business 
and Sonya has a full-time job. They have 
impacted the players’ lives by providing 
them with things they would not have if 
left up to them. [They treat] the players as 
their own without asking for anything in 
return,” he said.

The support the players receive compels 
them to achieve their best academically, too.

Tim said, “Seven players signed to play 
at the next level last year. One of the huge 
benefits we’ve had the last several years is 
that we’ve been able to help move a lot of 
kids from FHS into colleges and universities 
when they receive football scholarships.”

FHS head football coach Daniel John-
son said, “The [Ellis family is] the first 
family of Fayetteville football — the one 
constant throughout the years. Their tire-
less work has helped raise money that has 
supported the Tigers with pre and post-
game meals, charter buses, purchasing 
socks, laundry detergent, and workout gear, 
among numerous other things that help 
run a successful program.”

“Our job is to be nice to 
others because you don’t 

know their situation.” 

- Will Ellis

A first family of football isn’t born 
overnight but birthed from generations 
of families who plan their lives around 
supporting their teams. Tim’s dad was 
Maurice Ellis, a former Fayetteville Ju-
nior High School principal. His uncle was 
coach Jimmy Ellis, a former athletic direc-
tor at Lincoln County High School and 
a former football and basketball coach at 
Central High School. Sonya was a cheer-
leader, Tim played center for three years 
in high school, and Will’s earliest football 
memories are watching Tennessee Vols 
games with his dad. Even Edward was 
passionate about the Vols.

“He could definitely express his wants 
to us, and he loved hearing ‘Rocky Top,’” 
said Sonya.

Will attended Bethel University on a 
football scholarship. Inspired by his former 
teacher, Adam McCormick, and coach, 
Daniel Johnson, he was the student athlet-
ic trainer for the football team and grad-
uated with a degree in biology education. 
He plans to coach football, continuing the 
family tradition and further steeping the 
Ellis family in high school football. 
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Sonya, Tim, and Will stay in contact with 
the players, making sure they know they can 
come to them if they need anything. They 
demonstrate their care and concern for them 
through their presence, day after day, putting 
hands and feet to their words.

“My mom and her friends are the big-
gest cheerleaders these young men have. If 
you look up in the stands on any given Fri-
day night, there’s the same group of wom-
en standing up, cheering and hollering for 
these boys. Mom and Mrs. Kasey never sit 
down,” said Will.

Author J.K. Rowling wrote, “Things we 
lose have a way of coming back to us in the 
end, if not always in the way we expect.” 
The Ellis family knows it’s true.

“This is how I look at working with 
the football players,” said Sonya. “We 
are spending time every week with these 
young men, and maybe, just maybe, we are 
touching them and helping them in ways 
we don’t even realize. Every year, we gain 
around 50 new family members.”

Ultimately, the Ellis family’s commit-
ment to the FHS football players isn’t 

about recognition or praise. It’s about the 
genuine care and support they offer, day in 
and day out. Their unyielding dedication 
reflects their belief in the power of com-
munity and the impact of selfless giving. 
As the stadium lights fade, their legacy 
lives on, intertwined with the stories of 
those they have touched, forever etched in 
the heart of Tiger football.

“It’s not about us. We do it for the kids,” 
said Tim and Sonya simultaneously. “We 
love our son and Tiger football and every-
one associated with it.” GN
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A Conduit 
for a Brighter 
Future

By Tina Neeley
Photography by Brooke Snyder

Chase Bowden’s commitment to 
excellence in his job sets the foun-
dation for a better life.

O PERATIONAL EXCEL-
LENCE is the mark for Chase 
Bowden in his position at Cop-

perweld. This American bimetals manu-
facturer became a leader in the wire and 
cable industry by engineering wire differ-
ently. Bowden continues to engineer life 
differently, too. Similar to how Copper-
weld harnesses the capabilities of copper by 
evaluating its internal and external factors, 
Bowden’s dedication to his family serves as 
the guiding force, representing the core of 

his determination and resilience in the face 
of challenging circumstances.

Bowden’s father set an example for him 
and his brothers, two older and one young-
er. His faithfulness in the little and big 
things in life set the bar for his boys. The 
brothers were competitive in all things and 
prone to fuss and fight at times — typical 
sibling rivalry. But the brothers always had 
each other’s backs against the world.

“We were always there for each other 
growing up,” said Bowden.

In addition to his father, sports set a 
foundation for future decisions.

“It’s a big part of who I am today. I 
started organized sports at a young age 
— around 6 years old. I already had that 
competitive nature due to my relationships 
with my brothers,” he said. “It doesn’t mat-
ter if you are the most athletic person on 
the field; if you do the little things right, 
you’ll be in the right spot and hopefully see 
the benefits of following instructions and 
doing what you were taught to do.”
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Bowden graduated from Lincoln Coun-
ty High School in 2016. After graduation, 
he attended the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga to pursue a career as a phys-
ical therapist. His life with his girlfriend, 
Desirea, consisted of classes, studying, and 
part-time work at an area Vitamin Shoppe 
until circumstances shifted.

“I lost my father at the end of my soph-
omore year in college. Then, at the end of 
my junior year, I lost my stepmom, who was 
the mom of my younger brother, Dylan. I 
had to prioritize what’s important. It was 
no longer just me and my girlfriend (my 
wife now). We had to set a foundation for 
Dylan, to be there for him as much as we 
could with everything going on — losing 
two parents in less than a year and a half. 
He was 12 at the time, maybe just turned 
13,” said Bowden.

Balancing the challenges of college life 
and the newfound role of legal guardian 
of his younger brother, graduating from 
college remained a priority, as did finding 
work to better provide for the family of 
three. He took a job as a warehouse worker 
at Amazon, working three 12-hour shifts. 
He worked Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
nights from 6 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. and attend-
ed classes on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday.

His work at Amazon was on a tempo-
rary basis with hopes of transitioning to a 
full-time role. He became part of their Am-
azon Brand Analytics program with an eye 
on a managerial job. Despite uncertainties 
brought by the COVID pandemic and the 
potential pursuit of a doctorate program, he 
decided to continue with Amazon. He relo-
cated to Memphis as part of the launch team 
for Tennessee’s first Amazon robotics facility. 

A short while later, Bowden transferred 
to Amazon’s Huntsville facility to be clos-

er to his Lincoln County home and spend 
more time with his wife, who was expect-
ing their first child, and his brother, Dylan. 
About a year later, Copperweld, where he 
worked as a high school senior, was hiring. 
He applied for both.

While he didn’t get the job for which 
he applied, Copperweld recognized him as 
a fit for a managerial position, operational 
excellence manager.

“My focus is [on] improving the process 
to better serve our customers from either a 
safety, quality, delivery, or cost side. That’s 
ultimately what it boils down to,” he said.

It’s his current position and can be at-
tributed to his focused pursuit of excellence 
in his personal and professional life, setting 
an example for his son, Stephen, and Dylan, 
who’s now approaching his 18th birthday.

Bowden said, “I wanted to be the first in 
my family to graduate college, and I want-
ed to set an example for Dylan. I hope that 
between myself and my wife, we have given 
him the resources he needs to succeed and 
maybe [avoid] some of the challenges we 
had. We want him to find a career and do 
what most parents want their children to 
do — just be a successful and productive 
person in society.”

“...if you want something 
to come through, you 
have to put the work in 
to make it happen.” 

- Chase Bowden

And what’s Bowden’s roadmap to suc-
cess? “Do what you have to do to get where 
you want to go. Everybody has challenges, 
and everybody’s going to face adversity. At 
the end of the day, if you want something 
to come through, you have to put the work 
in to make it happen.”

Bowden’s commitment to operational 
excellence at Copperweld reflects his ded-
ication to engineering wires and his life. 
Guided by his father’s example and the 
bond he shares with his brothers, Bowden’s 
journey is marked by resilience, sacrifice, 
and unwavering support. He has navigated 
life’s complexities with a focus on setting 
a solid foundation for his family, balancing 
personal challenges and professional aspi-
rations, a testament to the power of resil-
ience, and paving the way for a brighter 
future for his son and younger brother. 

That’s a commitment to excellence and 
a conduit to power the future. GN
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Ruby Edde
See page 40 
for her story

Scan the QR Code  
with your smart phone to see more 
photos from Good News. 
100% of profits from purchased prints are donated 
back to the community through nonprofits. 



How the Good News Magic Happens:
From Submission to Print

How does a story get into Good News Magazine?
Nominate someone to be featured in Good News Magazine.

Since Good News launched, we have received hundreds of nominations for people to be 
covered. Ever wondered how a story finds its way into the pages of our magazine? Well, 
the answer is simple: it’s all thanks to you! Not only are the stories about local people, 
but they come from other local people, too! Here’s a glimpse into the journey of how 
stories come alive in Good News Magazine.

Step 1: The submission process: goodnewsmags.com

We believe that everyone has a story worth sharing, and we rely on our readers to help us discover these 
extraordinary individuals. Submissions are made through our website and include the following details:

• A nominee’s name
• Contact information (phone and email)
• The reason for the submission, along with why they qualify as a “Good News” story. This may in-

clude their contributions to the community, impactful deeds, family life, occupation, and more.
• We’re not looking for you to write the story or find a superstar. We believe everyone has a story, 

and we only need relevant information. Our writers will do the rest! 

Step 2: Selection and theme assignment

We tell stories about local people and what they are doing to make a difference. We have told stories about 
charities, medical staff, volunteers, school staff, and your next-door neighbor. Again, everyone has a story. 
While we feature six remarkable individuals in each issue, keep in mind that our production schedule is 
planned months in advance. So, if someone isn’t featured in the upcoming issue, there’s still a chance they’ll 
be highlighted in the future. We keep all submissions on file for potential use.

Step 3: Interviews and photo shoots

Once a story is selected, our talented writers and photographers swing into action. We continue to be 
inspired by the stories submitted to us, and we complete the interviews and photo shoots several months 
before the issue goes to print. Our writers may conduct interviews via phone or video chat, while others 
prefer in-person meetings with the individuals behind the stories.
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What’s next in Good News Magazine?
Currently, our dedicated team of magazine writers and editors is hard at work crafting stories under 
themes like “Charity Spotlight,” “The Learning Curve,” and “Shop Local.” We are excited to announce 
the next theme needing story submissions is “Independence.”

Do you know someone who deserves
to be in Good News Magazine?
Let us know with a submission at www.GoodNewsMags.com
or scan the QR code. Share your stories with us, and let’s
continue spreading the Good News together.

What we seek in Independence stories:
We are looking for local veterans in our community who are willing to share their stories. Do you know a 
veteran in your community who faced and overcame challenges? Or veterans who now use their experience 
to assist others? Or, you might know of charities led by veterans that positively impact the community. We’re 
looking to highlight such veterans and their inspiring stories in our upcoming Independence issue.
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Photography by Brooke Snyder

Fayetteville Christmas Parade 2023➤
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Fayetteville Christmas Parade - Dec. 3

Photography by Brooke Snyder

The annual Fayetteville Christmas Parade made 
its way down Main Avenue on Sunday, Dec. 3, 
starting at 5 p.m. This year’s theme was “The 
Ultimate Sacrifice.” People lined the streets to 
watch the many participants cruise by.
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Scan the QR Code  
with your smart phone to see more 
photos from Good News. 
100% of profits from purchased prints are donated 
back to the community through nonprofits. 



1 2

3

6

1. Kailey Bates and Lacie Holder   2. Sierra Fairchild and Caleb Gleghorn   3. Caleb Gleghorn and Carson Tucker   4. Lacie Holder and Quinton Adams     
5. Sierra Fairchild   6. Mitchell Fairchild, Carson Tucker, Sierra Fairchild, Kailey Bates, Lacie Holder, Caleb Gleghorn, Quinton Adams, and Caleb Student

5

4

Riverside Play “The Emerald Heist” - Dec. 8

Photography by Brooke Snyder

Riverside Christian Academy 
hosted “The Emerald Heist,” a 
play performed by the 10th grade 
class. Friends and family came 
aboard to witness what they had 
worked so hard for. The play was 
on Dec. 8 at 5:30 p.m.
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7 8

10 11

7. Mitchell Fairchild   8. Lacie Holder   9. Caleb and Camille Gleghorn
10. Kailey Bates   11. Caleb Gleghorn, Caleb Student, and Quinton Adams

9
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E V E N T S
C A L E N D A R

 February  1 

6:00 pm Fayetteville-Lincoln 
County Public 
Library Book Club

 306 Elk Ave. N.
 Fayetteville

 The book club will 
discuss the novel 

 “The Vanishing Half” 
 by Brit Bennett.

 February  3 

5:00 pm Chocolate Walk
 Main Street Office
 100 Main Ave. N.
 Suite 1A 
 Fayetteville

 Start at Main Street 
office for a self-guided 
tour with a paper bag, 
wristband, and map, 
and enjoy chocolate 
treats from participating 
merchants. This event 
is exclusively for ticket 
holders  .

 February  10 

5:00 pm Art Show
 Fayetteville-Lincoln 

County Arts Center 
 521 Main Ave. S. 
 Fayetteville

 The art show will feature 
works by local artists 
and is open to the 
public for anyone in the 
community to attend 
and check out beautiful 
displays of art by local 
artists.

 February  22 

5:00 pm Love Thy Neighbor 
Merchant Mixer

 Bumblebee Baby 
 and Kids LLC 
 109 Main Ave. S. 
 Fayetteville

 A mixer for merchants 
only. Refreshments will 
be served, and RSVP is 
required.
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For more events 
and to submit an 

event visit:
www.GoodNewsMags.com/
events or call 800-247-7318

For more events 
and to submit 
an event visit:

www.GoodNewsMags.com/events 
or call (800) 247-7318

 March  12 

6:00 pm Robin Shayne 
Concert 

 Fayetteville Square 
 2000 College St. W.
 Fayetteville

 Robynn Shayne debuts 
her Courthouse Music 
Series. Open to anyone 
wanting to attend. 

 March  22 

7:00 pm Helping Healing 
Humor Mental 
Health Workshop

 Riverside Christian 
Academy 

 116 Riverside Ln.
 Fayetteville

 A mental health 
workshop for people 
in the Fayetteville 
community. This event 

 is free of charge.

 March  28 

5:00 pm Love Thy Neighbor 
Merchant Mixer

 Mercantile on Market
 123 Market St. E.
 Fayetteville

 A mixer for merchants 
only. Refreshments will 
be served, and RSVP is 
required.
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213 Market Street East
Fayetteville, Tennessee 37334

931.433.2544
www.higginsfh.com

Charles Higgins • Clay Higgins • Chris Ross

 Bingo
Friday, January 19th • 10:00 am

Fayetteville-Lincoln County 
Senior Citizen Center

Beyond Sorrow Grief 
Support Group

Thursday, January 25th • 6:00 pm 
Higgins Funeral Home

Donuts with Dixie 
Tuesday, January 30th  • 8:00 am

Dunkin Donuts
RSVP Required

dixie@higginsfh.com
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We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.

G O O D  N E W S
S U P P O R T E R S



goodnewsmags.com/advertise

We want to build stronger communities through 
positive, local stories. We can’t do that with-
out advertisers like you. Reach an engaged 
audience that wants to support your business.

Call me at (931) 205-0640

It’s 
good 
to know
peopleFaith Cashion

Publishing Partner

 

M E E T  YO U R  P U B L I S H I N G  PA R T N E R



Heart of GivingHeart of Giving

Bank of Lincoln County
#bolcgives

Junior’s House


