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HOLLY & JIM CORTNER

PLUS

A love story intertwined with 
legacy and shared values

It Was Just 
Meant To Be

Best Friends 
by Chance, 
Sisters by 
Choice
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Same Great Staff Same Great Staff 
Serving At Two Serving At Two 

Premier LocationsPremier Locations

931-967-2345
405 Sharp Springs Rd.
Winchester, TN 37398
www.watsonfhtn.com

931-967-2222
300 First Avenue NW 
Winchester, TN 37398

www.moorecortner.com

931-967-2998
300 1st Ave NW 

Winchester, TN 37398
www.franklinmemorialgardens.com

931-581-4234
300 1st Ave.

Winchester, TN 3798
www.winchestermonument.com

Wherever a beautiful soul has been there is a trail of beautiful memories.
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Winchester PodiatryWinchester Podiatry
155 Hospital Rd. Suite 1 • Anderton/Smith 155 Hospital Rd. Suite 1 • Anderton/Smith 
Building at the hospital in Winchester.Building at the hospital in Winchester.

Charles D. Ganime, DPM, FACFASCharles D. Ganime, DPM, FACFAS

FootFoot & &  Ankle CareAnkle Care
• Diabetic Foot Care
• Sports Injuries
• Heel & Arch Pain

• Ingrown Toenails
• Hammertoes
• Foot & Ankle Care

• Bunions
• Warts

(931) 968-9191 • www.winchesterpodiatry.com

CUSTOM STEEL BUILDINGS
LIFETIME METAL ROOFING, SHAKE SIDING
VINYL SIDING, WINDOWS, GARAGE DOORS

Over 30+ Colors Available

Call today!
(931)962-8859

Financing available! 
Check us out on Facebook!

Clark’s Home Solutions, LLC 
792 David Crockett Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398  

Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithstankservice.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Let Us Take Care Of 
Your Septic Tanks
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NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

StanMcNabbChevy.com and StanMcNabbCDJ.com!

MOVING SALE SPECIALS

Chevrolet Buick GMC 
Sales: (931) 455-3451
Service: (877) 427-5222

Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Sales: (931) 408-9662 
Service: (931) 408-9671

All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee. Prices subject to change & vehicle availability.

2024 JEEP GRAND 
CHEROKEE
4x4

2023 JEEP GLADIATOR 
MOJAVE 4X4

MSRP:  $69,525
Discounts:  $13,429
Stan’s Price:  $56,096

Stk#C2369

2023 DODGE CHARGER 
SXT RWD

MSRP:  $39,110
Discounts:  $5,000
Stan’s Price:  $34,110

Stk#C2252

MSRP:  $58,820
Discounts:  $8,882
Stan’s Price:  $49,930

Stk#C2344

2023 JEEP CHEROKEE 
ALTITUDE 
LUX 4X4

Call (931) 408-9662

MSRP:  $45,320
Discounts:  $1,330
Stan’s Price:  $43,990

Stk#C23116
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Recognized and honored as Franklin County's finest Funeral Home,
THANK YOU FOR PLACING YOUR TRUST IN US FOR OVER A CENTURY.

Experiencing  lives,

sharing  stories,

& healing  hearts
one family at a time.

“Live your life from your 
 heart. Share from your 
 heart. And your story 
 will touch and heal 
 people’s souls.”

- Melody Beattie

A Franklin County Tradition

300 First Avenue N.W.
Winchester, Tennessee 37398

www.moorecortner.com  931-967-2222
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32 Memorial Drive
Winchester, TN 37398
(931) 967-0200
elkriverhrofwinchester.com

Sign On 
Bonuses

Apply in person at: 
32 Memorial Dr. Winchester, TN 
or online at: ElkRiverHRofWinchester.com

We now offer Pay 
in Lieu of Benefits 
for FT Nurses and CNAs

Nursing positions require a 
Tennessee certification. 
Long-term care experience a plus.

• RN’s & LPN’s - Night Shift
  $6,000 Sign On Bonus

• CNA’s
1102 Dinah Shore Blvd., Winchester, TN 37398

(931) 967-3209(931) 967-3209

Wishing You A Happy New Year Wishing You A Happy New Year 
Filled With Love Filled With Love && Happiness! Happiness!

931-433-6634
Ask about automatic payment

r i c h a r d s o n w a s t e @ g m a i l . c o m

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!

• Tuff Rib Panel
• PBR Panel
• Watson Wave Panel
• 5V Panel
• Corrugated Panel
• Standing Seam Panels in  
   1", 1.5" & 2"
• Mechanical Seam panels
• Board & Patton Panels
• Metal Shingles

• Perforated Panels in  
  20+ Colors
• Custom Bent Trims
• Roll-Form Standard Trims
• Closures
• Screws For Wood & Metal
• Stock Screws 1" - 3"
• Over Size Screws
• Solar Seasl All
• Colors & Clear

WHAT WE CARRY

We Roll-Form and Manufacture Metal 
Roofing and Supplies, and we service 
all of Middle Tennessee and 
surrounding areas.

WATSON METALS

Over 20 Years Of Quality Service & Experience
Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
238 Interstate Dr., Manchester, TN watsonmetals.comwatsonmetals.com

931-728-8185
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See us today! 938 Dinah Shore Blvd. • Winchester, TN 37398
Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. • Personalized Service

• Guaranteed Color Match

Franklin County Paint

25% Off

931-962-4300 • franklincountypaint.com

for Veterans, First Responders, 
and Teachers

You’ll Love Our Loans!You’ll Love Our Loans!
Easy repayment, 

tailored to your budget.
Approval in minutes!

www.1stchoiceloansllc.com
107 N. Porter St. Suite 7, Winchester, TN

Locally Owned • Manager - Charles Wilhoite
(Across from Bates  

Associated Grocery)
Personal Loans $100 - $1000 931-327-2117

1000 South Jackson St. | Tullahoma
www.satisfactionwindows.com
Mon-Fri, 7AM - 4PM | Sat & Sun, Closed

(931) 455-0595

Family Owned 
& Operated 

TENNESSEE’S PREMIER 
SUPPLIER OF WINDOWS, 

DOORS & GUTTERS



From our 
publishing 

partner

“I am so excited to be 
the publishing part-
ner for Good News 
Franklin County. 
It’s an absolute joy 
to be part of this 
uplifting publication, 
inspiring readers 
and helping local 
businesses thrive. If 
you would like to be-
come an advertising 
partner to spread the 
Good News, please 
give me a call.”

Sandra Thomas
Publishing Partner
(931) 308-7898
sandra@goodnewsmags.com

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? 
Let us know what you think! 
Follow us and leave a review 
on Facebook. Search Good 
News Franklin County or 
send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com

I T’S HOLDING the door open for the 
person behind you. It’s sending a sweet 

text when they cross your mind. It’s stopping 
by to say “hi” when they’ve had a bad day. 
Showing up and showing love is like medicine 
for our souls. It lets us dance, sing, laugh, and 
cry together. It lets us know that someone is 
saving us a seat at every table. We know that 
– while we may be off-key – there is someone 
to sing backup from the passenger seat. And 
when we have those really bad days, we know 
there is a shoulder waiting like a therapeutic 
tissue. These moments, while they may feel 

small, carry a heavy weight. It keeps the 
world from falling apart when it feels so fragile. 
It keeps our head above the water in the deepest, 
darkest oceans. 

This issue of Good News is about celebrating 
our love. We’re not just talking about romantic 
love, either. We’re talking about the real love that 
can only come from the heart. Our community 
is full of actions that show love in every minute 
of every day. It can be as simple as a “Luv U” text 
or as kind as holding a door open. 

We’re proud to share stories of love to make 
the community a better place. GN

 
Wesley Bryant,
MANAGING EDITOR

Every Gesture 
of Love is from 
the Heart
Celebrating everyday love

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
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goodnewsmags.com/subscribe

Give
something
good

We want to build stronger communities 
through positive, local stories. We can’t 
do that without your subscriptions.  
Sign up your friends and family online 
for free.
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Balancing academics, 
passion, and community 
impact

Foundations of friendship 
and marital bliss

Rebuilding, reviving, 
restoring, and recovering 
souls

 14 

 20 

 26 

Photography by Brooke Snyder

Maggie and Grant Gipson➤
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This section of the magazine 
covers local positive stories
you may have missed.

Submit a positive story
on our website: 

 

goodnewsmags.com
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Balancing 
Academics, 
Passion, and 
Community 
Impact
A young community member’s 
excellent academic journey 
and community impact
By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Brooke Snyder 

E DEN KILGORE is a young girl, wise 
beyond her years, who wears many 

hats — a student, an athlete, a business 
owner, a volunteer, and a public speaker. 
One couldn’t help but wonder how she 
manages to juggle it all, and Eden is more 
than willing to provide the answers.

“I always prioritize my schoolwork first. 
I don’t usually procrastinate,” Eden began. 

“I always jump on assignments really ear-
ly, usually on the day they’re assigned. I always 
anticipate that my schedule is going to be 
pretty busy, so I like to stay ahead of things.”

Eden’s ability to manage her time and 
focus on academics has set a strong foun-
dation for many accomplishments. One 
of these accomplishments is her business, 
Doodle Dandy’s, which she established 
with her Labradoodle as her inspiration. 

Eden’s business is rooted in her love for 
animals, primarily focusing on her stylish and 
personally sewn bandanas. Additionally, she 
offers a small selection of dog treats, a small 
add-on. She uses some of the profits to sup-
port the local animal shelter, Animal Harbor. 

She added, “Some of the proceeds go 
to the Animal Harbor, and I typically 
have a booth at the farmers market and 
set up booths at various craft fairs. Twice 
a year, I make a donation from the sum of 
proceeds we collect.”

Eden’s commitment to her business 
and community goes hand in hand, as she 
is a business owner and an active volun-
teer in her church’s Operation Christmas 
Child program. 

Regarding her motivation, Eden said, 
“I have always had a passion for helping 

14  / /  ISSUE 1  2024 GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY

G O O D  L I V I N G



Eden Kilgore





others. When I was introduced to the Operation Christmas Child 
program years ago, I knew I wanted to do something to help.”

The program involves filling shoeboxes with toys, toiletries, school 
supplies, and more, which are then sent to children in various coun-
tries around the world, along with a heartfelt message full of hope. 

Eden shared, “I promote and assist the program at my church, 
where we sort and assemble supplies to be shipped around the world.”

Despite her busy schedule, Eden maintains her involvement in 
these activities, thanks to her time management skills and dedication 
to her passion. 

She explained, “I focus on one thing at a time. I pick a topic I’m 
passionate about, write, and practice my speech until I’m confident in 
my presentation.”

Her impressive public speaking skills have earned her first place in 
the Franklin County 4-H Public Speaking contest for three consec-
utive years, a remarkable feat for anyone, let alone a young tween. In 
her spare time, she enjoys caring for her dog, Toby, who serves as her 
inspiration for Doodle Dandy’s. 

She shared, “I looked online and found a recipe for dog treats I had 
made for Toby a few times before. After testing them and finding out 
my dog loved them, I decided to start making more and selling them.”

Her mother, Jennifer, is an excellent source of support. Eden even 
cited her as her biggest role model. 

“My mom has always been there for me and supported me through 
all my activities,” Eden said. 

Jennifer added, “We’re just so proud of everything she does. We 
just want to keep encouraging her and telling her that the sky’s the 
limit on anything she can do.”

Eden shared her vision for the future. 
“I would like to expand more into dog treats in the future and 

create a pantry where we give food donations to owners in need. This 
would be a great way to keep our shelters from being overrun and help 
animals in our community.”

Eden’s hometown, Franklin County, holds a special place in her 
heart. She sees it as a close-knit community that has shaped her values 
and commitment to making a positive impact. 

She concluded, “I am proud of my community and how they have 
helped me become who I am today.”

Young Eden’s story is one of dedication, compassion, and the pow-
er of pursuing one’s passions to make a difference. Her achievements 
at such a young age represent what can be accomplished when one 
follows their heart and prioritizes giving back to the community. GN
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You can rely on NATURAL GAS.

Elk River Public Utility District
217 S. Jackson St., Tullahoma • 931-455-9311

1524 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester • 931-728-3332
635 Dinah Shore Blvd., Winchester • 931-967-3642

“Your Hometown Natural Gas Provider Since 1955”

Sometimes the best things in life are the simplest ones – reliable 
home and water heating, lower monthly utility bills, and a home 
that can keep up with the hustle and bustle year-round.

WWW.ERPUD.COM
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20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK 
Regular: $27.99 • Buffalo: $31.99

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $27.99

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.79 • Sandwich only: $4.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE CLUB SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.99 • Sandwich only: $6.99

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.49

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.19

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.19 • Sandwich only: $5.99

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct. $9.19 • 5ct. $10.19 • 6ct. $11.19
Buffalo: 4ct. $9.99 • 5ct. $11.19 • 6ct. $12.39

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $12.29 • Buffalo: $12.39

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $10.39 • Buffalo: $10.99

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.39

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.89

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $8.19 

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.29

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $9.89

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 
$4.29

FRIED PICKLES 
$4.29

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular: $1.99 • Large: $2.39

COLESLAW - CUP 
99¢

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 
$1.89

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular: $1.49 • Buffalo: $1.69

THE NIBBLER 
$1.89

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, and a Treat.  
KIDDIE FINGER
$4.99

KIDDIE CHEESE
$4.99

DRINK 
Small: $2.19 • Medium: $2.39 • Large: $2.59

GALLON OF SWEET OR UNSWEET TEA
$4.99

KIDZ® DRINK 
89¢

MILK 
Regular: $1.19 • Chocolate: $1.19

APPLE JUICE 
$1.19

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct. $5.39 • 10ct. $8.99 • 20ct. $16.69

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.39

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.69

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $14.49 • 20ct. $27.69

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
Three $1.89

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.99 • Grilled: $8.69 • Garden: $6.89

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried: $9.29 • Grilled: $8.99 • Garden: $7.19

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

DESSERTS

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, Ranch, 
Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, Tongue 
Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot Honey Mustard, 
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ, 
Buffalo Garlic Blaze 
25¢

SAUCES

www.zaxbys.com

931-967-2527
2909 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN

*Prices subject to change without notice

Mixed greens topped with 
Chicken Fingerz, Asian slaw 
and honey sesame glaze, 
served with Citrus Vinaigrette 
dressing and a tasty veggie 
egg roll. Don’t you want it 
right now?

The Zensation 
Zalad is Back!

A la carte 
Egg Rolls

Two for $3.00+tax
Available 

January 8th

Open Mon. - Sat. 9:00 Open Mon. - Sat. 9:00 a.m.a.m. - 5:00  - 5:00 p.m.p.m.
Hwy. 64 West • Belvidere, TN 
Swiss Swiss PantryPantry

Planning a Valentine Party?Planning a Valentine Party?  
♦  Meat & Cheese Trays
♦  Candy Trays
♦  Cookie Trays

♦  Red Velvet Cake
♦  Red Velvet  Whoopie Pies
♦  Valentine Gift Baskets

931-962-0567

Advanced orders 
recommendedDonut Saturdays: 

Jan. 20th, Feb. 3rd & 17th, 2024
Be ready 

for the big 
game on 

February 11th!

3619 Cowan Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398 • (931) 967-9765
inspiritseniorliving.com/franklinmanor

VA Approved 
Care

AN INSPIRIT SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
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Fried: $9.29 • Grilled: $8.99 • Garden: $7.19

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

DESSERTS

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, Ranch, 
Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, Tongue 
Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot Honey Mustard, 
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ, 
Buffalo Garlic Blaze 
25¢

SAUCES

www.zaxbys.com

931-967-2527
2909 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN

*Prices subject to change without notice

Mixed greens topped with 
Chicken Fingerz, Asian slaw 
and honey sesame glaze, 
served with Citrus Vinaigrette 
dressing and a tasty veggie 
egg roll. Don’t you want it 
right now?

The Zensation 
Zalad is Back!

A la carte 
Egg Rolls

Two for $3.00+tax
Available 

January 8th



Maggie and Grant 

Gipson



The unbreakable bond of Maggie and Grant Gipson
By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Brooke Snyder 

Foundations of friendship and 

marital bliss
M AGGIE AND Grant Gipson’s 

love story began on a crisp autumn 
evening on the bleachers at a 

Franklin County High School football game. 
It was in the eighth grade when mutual friends 
played matchmakers, and from that moment 
on, their lives became intertwined. 

Three years into their marriage, the couple 
reflects on the most rewarding aspect of 
their journey together — their foundation of 
friendship. It's the foundation upon which 
they've built their life.

“Being best friends with your spouse 
can be immensely rewarding as you enjoy 
each other's company and share interests,” 
said Maggie. 

 Having known each other for 15 years, 
they've navigated through various phases of 
life hand in hand, finding unexpected joys 
along the way.

Balancing demanding careers 
and supporting each other's extra 
commitments can be a delicate dance. For 
Maggie and Grant, it's about being each 
other's biggest cheerleaders.
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CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND OFFERING UNWAVERING 
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT IS 
THEIR PLAYBOOK.
They celebrate each other's achievements 
and offer unwavering emotional support 
during challenging times. Acknowledging 
each other's efforts and accomplishments is 
the cornerstone of their partnership.

Their deep connection with each 
other intertwines with their deeply rooted 
connection to the community. They 
support local organizations like New Life, 
One Day Health Clinic, and the Franklin 
County Education Foundation. Having 
been born and raised in Franklin County, 
they feel it’s their duty to give back, 
striving to make a difference now and for 
future generations.

“We're just genuinely committed 
to giving back in any way we can. Our 
involvement in local organizations is our 
small way of making a positive impact. We 
hope that our contributions will provide 
immediate help and, in the future, inspire 
others to join in and create a stronger, 
more caring community.” 

In the midst of their journey, one 
memorable event stands out — the 
addition of Ruby, their fur baby. This 
four-legged companion has brought 
immeasurable joy and revealed new facets 
of their relationship. Ruby's love for the 
water and newfound passion for kayaking 
have become exciting family adventures.

As for advice, Maggie and Grant 
offer simple and valuable advice to 
other couples: spend quality time 
together doing activities you both 
enjoy. It could be a romantic date 
night, a memorable travel adventure, or 
simply unwinding at home.

They respect and support each 
other's passions even as they nurture 
individual interests like golf, Taylor 
Swift, or reality TV.

Their dreams align with their 
upbringing in Franklin County. They 
aspire to raise their children in the same 
community that has given them so much, 
continuing to support and uplift those 
around them.

“We both have been fortunate enough 
to be born and raised here in Franklin 

Our marriage has been a fun 
adventure. We built our first home, 
welcomed our first dog, embraced 

career changes, laughed a lot, 
and traveled to create wonderful 

memories together.

-Grant Gipson

“
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County, which has given us so much. 
Saying this, we feel a deep desire to give 
back however possible,” Maggie reflected.  

A simple philosophy guides their 
relationship — have fun and laugh a lot. 
This lighthearted approach to life has kept 
their love alive and thriving.

And if they had to sum up their love in 
one word, it would be "consistency." Every 
day, in big and small ways, they reaffirm their 
commitment and strengthen their bond.

“We show up for each other every day. 
We commit to each other every day. We 
show up for each other for each other's work 
functions. We support each other's hobbies. 

This all takes consistency,” said Maggie. 
Good memories are a common 

occurrence in their lives, but one 
particular moment in their journey sticks 
out to them.

“With knowing each other for so 
many years, there’s a lot of memories 
and moments that stand out. In more 
recent memories, building our first home 
together was a memorable time. It’s been 
special to create a space together where we 
can host our friends and family and make 
it our own,” said Maggie. 

“Our marriage has been a fun 
adventure. We built our first home, 

welcomed our first dog, embraced career 
changes, laughed a lot, and traveled to 
create wonderful memories together. 
It’s been really special to build our life 
together,” Grant added. 

As Grant reflected on his hometown, 
he couldn't help but express his deep 
appreciation for the close-knit community 
that defined Franklin County.

"Franklin County is a special place 
because of its community. We love how 
the people here truly look out for one 
another. We both have so many memories 
growing up in Franklin County, and we 
can’t wait to make more here.” GN

Ruby, Grant,

and Maggie
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931-993-9710
575 Lynchburg Hwy., Mulberry, TN 37359

• Interior & Exterior Railing • Pool & Yard Fences
• Driveway & Pedestrian Gates • Guard Railing
• Residential & Light Commercial

ExtraordinaryExtraordinary  Craf tsmanshipCraf tsmanship
Custom Design

www.southernironworks.comwww.southernironworks.com

(931) 962-8897(931) 962-8897

Machinery Repair Machinery Repair 
& Consignment Sales& Consignment Sales

8521 Tullahoma Hwy., Estill Springs, TN8521 Tullahoma Hwy., Estill Springs, TN

• Parts 
• Service

• Lawn & Garden
• Farm

CHAMPS SEPTIC TANKCHAMPS SEPTIC TANK  

(931) 962-3446(931) 962-3446

• Septic Tanks 
• Driveway Tile
• Field Line Pipe
• Septic Tank Cleaning
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Don't Compromise,

Switch 
& Save

16 S. Jefferson St.
Winchester, TN

(931) 262-2024
Melinda Drake
License 2299033
mdrake2@farmersagent.com

Personal & Commercial
• Auto 
• Home
• Life 
• Health
• Recreational Vehicles



A faith-based community initiative 
in Franklin County  
By Jeriah Brumfield
Photography by Brooke Snyder and submitted by Alyssa Atkisson

REBUILDING, 
REVIVING, 
RESTORING, 
and 
RECOVERING 
SOULS



1. Josh Williams’s mother, Josh Williams, his daughter, and his father  
2. Troy Johnson and Josh Williams 3. Brandon Scott and Jordan Atkisson
4. John Ross Luskand Jordan Atkisson

➤

1

3

4

2



I N EARLY 2020, Jordan Atkisson and his wife 
found themselves at a pastor's conference in 
Louisiana, where a person who had recovered 
from a drug addiction shared a powerful message. 

This moment sparked a vision to address a common 
tragedy in many churches — the struggle to help 
broken individuals find their way back. 

"The Lord began to deal with me about a problem 
that's in a lot of churches where they don't know how 
to put broken people back together. With that, we 
decided to get out of our comfort zone and start a 
recovery ministry called R3, and doors just began to 
open from there," he said.

The name R3 signifies the three crucial phases 
of the recovery journey. Revived spirits, restored 
relationships, and recovered lives form the foundation 
of this transformative initiative. The program’s name 
speaks to its purpose, but the mission put into action 
speaks even louder. 

From the beginning, the community rallied behind 
the R3 program. As word spread, doors swung open, and 
opportunities abounded. What began as a simple vision 
for a recovery meeting in Franklin County soon evolved 
into a comprehensive year-long recovery program.

A simple idea spoken aloud led to action steps that 
ultimately opened the program’s doors. 

“It all just really fell into place. And since then, 
we've had people give houses and vehicles. People’s 
lives have been revived, restored, and recovered,” 
Atkisson continued. 

The program's structure is carefully designed to 
address the holistic needs of participants. The initial 
30 days offer a period of rest and reflection, allowing 
individuals to focus on personal growth and their 
relationship with a higher power. Following this, 
participants engage in employment, attend classes, 
and partake in various activities aimed at instilling 
discipline, purpose, and a sense of belonging.

"During this time, they're building a community 

around themselves. They’re making friends at work, 
they’re making friends at church, and they’re building 
a community around them. We work with the drug 
coalition, and they help them as well," Laura Verdine, 
the communications specialist at R3 Recovery, said. 

But R3's impact extends far beyond the 
structured framework. It's about creating a supportive 
environment, a community that stands strong alongside 
those on their journey to recovery. The Franklin County 
community has proven instrumental in the program's 
success, demonstrating an unwavering commitment to 
the cause.

"They're getting themselves back on track. And 
it takes a village. So it can't be just one person 
being supportive of them. They have to have that 
community around them, and that's the biggest 
thing," Verdine continued. 

“From a pastor's perspective, there's been nothing 
that has changed the culture of our church greater than 
when we started reaching for drug and alcohol users. 
We have seen God move more since we started R3 
than we had in the five years before that. People are the 
heartbeat of God, and when you reach for the ones that 
society has given up on, that's when God shows up,” 
Atkisson added. 

One example of this support comes from a local 
businessman who stepped forward to purchase a house 
when circumstances threatened to leave program 
participants without a place to live. This act of kindness, 
among many others, showed program leadership the 
power of collective action in transforming lives.

R3 isn't just a program; it represents the resilience 
and determination of individuals seeking recovery. 
Graduates of the program often choose to remain 
involved, becoming living proof that transformation is 
possible. Families once fractured by addiction are now 
reunited, testifying to the program's profound impact.

At the heart of R3 lies a profound faith-based 
approach. The program emphasizes that proper recovery 
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involves physical and emotional aspects and a spiritual 
awakening. By integrating faith into the recovery 
process, participants find strength and solace in 
knowing they are never alone in their journey. 

They emphasize that everyone deserves a chance at 
recovery regardless of their background or struggles. 
The program invites all churches and individuals to join 
hands in this endeavor, recognizing that the heartbeat 
of God is found in every person in every community.

Atkisson also highlighted the importance of 
the program’s staff, two members in particular, Troy 
Johnson and Leif Plunkett, endearingly referred to as 
the “backbones” of the program. 

Recovery is a universal journey. It transcends race, 
social status, and circumstance, emphasizing the innate 
need for human connection and support. With the right 
support and unwavering commitment, R3 will continue to 
rebuild lives, one step at a time. GN

We have seen God 
move more since we 
started R3 than we 
had in the five years 
before that. People 
are the heartbeat of 
God, and when you 
reach for the ones 
that society has given 
up on, that's when 
God shows up. 
-Jordan Atkisson

“

Calli, Troy Masters, Troy Johnson, Leif Plunket, Christopher Bowden, Jason Reed, and Shawn Patton➤
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Authorized Shipping Center

209 S. Jefferson St., Winchester, TN

(931) 967-5777 • www.shipwithmrpostman.com

Pack, Ship, Fax, Scan, Email, Copy, Laminating, 
Mailbox Suite Rental, Shredding Service

UPS &  FedEx UPS &  FedEx ShippingShipping

(931) 967-7991 • www.phshowmemedical.com
48 Sunrise Park • Winchester, TN 37398

Home Oxygen & 
Medical Equipment 

931.967.1672931.967.1672 |  | 23 S. College St., Winchester, TN 37398 23 S. College St., Winchester, TN 37398 
www.LynchRigsby.comwww.LynchRigsby.com

Firm Lic #302, Auction Lic #4909

Check out our current auctions 
and listings at lynchrigsby.com

The Sign of Experience & Results

Learn from yesterday, 
live for today,  

hope for tomorrow
                                         - Albert Einstein

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!

Come See Us - Sales, Service & Parts
TEXT Us: 931-277-4922 

962 AEDC Rd. | Winchester, TN

www.pioneermotorcycles.com

PIONEER MOTORCYCLESPIONEER MOTORCYCLES

Text Us About Our Motorcycle & 
Off-Road Winter Service Special

And Save And Save 
1010%% OFF OFF**

*Ask dealer for compete details. Expires 2/29/24
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IMMEDIATE POSITIONS OPEN 
for Direct Support professionals, all shifts for Employment 

and Community First positions, day services, and supported 
living services. Great benefits, health insurance, paid time off, 

and holiday pay. 

Call for more info
(931) 967-0100
702 Hundred Oaks St.
Winchester, TN

Please apply in person at 
702 Hundred Oaks Street, Winchester. 

Must have valid driver’s license.

www.russellbarnettchryslerdodgejeep.com

 Picture may not depict actual vehicle. See store for details.

*All rebates applied. All prices plus tax, title & tag. $698 processing fee included. Due to advertising deadline, 
all prices and incentives including employee pricing is subject to change by the manufacturer without notice. 

Customers must finance to obtain all Rebates

MANAGER’S 
SPECIAL
2023 JEEP GLADIATOR 
SPORT S 
Stk #D12331N

MSRP: $52,370
Dealer Discount: - $3,476

15% Off MSRP: - $7,856

Your Price: $41,038

2756 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN • 931-691-1712

2229 Decherd Blvd.
Decherd, TN
(931) 967-5511

337 Main St.
Huntland, TN

(931) 469-7592

www.FranklinFarmers.com

• Women’s Clothing  
& Accessories

• Men’s Clothing
• Boots & Shoes
• Hunting Clothes
• Home & Life Style Decor

Valentine GiftsValentine Gifts
F o r  H i m  o r  H e r !F o r  H i m  o r  H e r !

NEW Wind Spinners!NEW Wind Spinners!

We know that you put your heart and soul 
into your home. Come by and see one 

of our mortgage specialists. We want to help 
you make your dream a reality!

Home Is
Where The
Heart Is!

EQUAL
HOUSING
LENDER



32  / /  ISSUE 1  2024 GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY



From the Heart

It was just meant to be

The Walker way

Best friends by chance, 
sisters by choice

 34 

 36 

 40 

 44 

Photography by Brooke Snyder

 CleiJo and Dennis Walker➤
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This section of the magazine 
covers local people or 
businesses you need to 
know about.

Our stories are based on 
submissions from local people. 

Submit yours here:

 

goodnewsmags.com



From
Heartthe

From
Heartthe

T HE CONNECTION between humans — we call it love — is a profoundly 
beautiful thing. Our Creator built us to have different types of love. The Greek 
words for the three types are eros, agape, and philio.

Eros is the passionate and romantic love we often think of when picturing two people 
sharing an intimate bond. It’s full of emotion, desire, and longing, and people find it every day.

Agape love is a love that is unconditional and selfless. It’s love without expectation or 
demand, often seen among family members and friends who care deeply for one another.

Philio love is the love of friendship and community. It’s about shared experiences and 
mutual understanding. We often see this type of love in close-knit groups of people who 
have a deep connection — just like Franklin County.

No matter what type of love you experience, it’s an essential part of the human expe-
rience. Love and connection bring us closer together, allowing us to share life’s highs and 
lows with those we care about most. Good News is happy to share these one-of-a-kind 
stories from the heart. GN
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By Jeriah Brumfield
Photography by Brooke Snyder and submitted by Holly and Jim Cortner

The influence of 
family and upbringing 
on Jim and Holly’s life 

J IM AND Holly Cortner’s love 
story unfolds, intertwined with 
the legacy of their shared values 

and dedicated service to the community. 
Jim’s upbringing, which consisted of early 
morning rises with his father, who owned a 
funeral business, instilled in him the values of 
discipline and dedication. His father’s work 
ethic, principles, and fair treatment of people 
have been the foundation of their success. 
His mother’s three-decade commitment 
to education echoed the importance of 
community service. 

“If I wasn’t already up, he was getting 
me up by seven o’clock. That was invaluable 
in my working career because I think that 
the success that we have been blessed to 
achieve definitely stems from the core 
values of my dad’s work ethic. Watching 
him handle problems over the years when 
I was tagging along has really paid off.” 
Jim reflected. 

Holly’s journey mirrored Jim’s mother’s 
and her father’s dedication to education. 
Growing up with a father, a well-known and 
beloved teacher in the community, and a 

mother, a dedicated nurse, Holly, much like 
Jim, grew up valuing community service. 

She still hears her father’s words echoing 
in her mind. ‘Holly, for some of these kids, 
the best part of their day, [and] the best part 
of their life is spent at school.’ 

As an educator, Holly strived to create 
an environment where children were excited 
about learning, just as she wished she 
had been during her school days. Her 
dedication to making the classroom a place 
of joy and learning reflects her commitment 
to community service.

It Was 
Just Meant 
To Be  
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As Holly transitioned from education to 
joining Jim in the family funeral business, 
she carried with her a teacher’s heart, 
seeking to make this new chapter a source of 
joy and excitement. This transition marked 
a turning point in their lives. Together, they 
have built a business that thrives on shared 
values and dedication.

In the midst of their shared dedication 
to the community, Jim and Holly found 
not only kindred spirits but soulmates. 
Their connection was immediate, and their 
interests eerily aligned. Their story unfolded 

with a grace that seemed preordained, each 
day reaffirming the depth of their bond.

Together, they navigate the complexities 
of running a family business, finding the 
balance between the demands of work and 
the sanctuary of home. In their union, they’ve 
discovered that unity is not merely a word 
but a lived reality, where each team member, 
from the cemetery groundsman to the office 
assistants, is vital in a well-oiled wheel, integral 
to creating something exceptional.

Generations mold seamlessly within the 
walls of their business. Jim’s father still stands 
beside him. Their son, Robert, now carries 
forward the legacy as the fifth generation 
worker in a business that spans over a 
century. The family bonds, strengthened by 
shared values, persistence, and dedication, 
form the foundation for their success.

Gazing toward the future, Jim and Holly 
remain persistent in their commitment 
to adapt and evolve. In an ever-changing 
landscape, they understand that staying 
relevant is not merely an aspiration but 
is imperative. Their business isn’t just a 
reflection of their work; it’s a manifestation 
of their faith, an embodiment of their 
belief that they are following the path laid 
out for them.

Their faith extends beyond their walls, 
flowing into the community they serve. 
They pour their hearts into causes that touch 
lives, from youth sports to drug recovery 
programs, children’s hospitals, and animal 
shelters. Their involvement is not just an act 
of generosity but reminds us of the profound 
truth that love is, indeed, the greatest of all.

As the couple expands their services 
and remains active in their community, they 
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strive to maintain a deep connection to 
the heart of their mission — serving 
others. Their commitment to love and 
faith defines their journey and the legacy 
they are building.

To Jim and Holly, “from the heart” is 
more than a phrase; it’s a way of life. It’s 
the echo of their shared heartbeat, the 
rhythm that guides their every step. Their 
love story continues and flows seamlessly 
into the community they cherish.

“I believe that we live from the heart 
because everything that we do and strive 
to live for comes from our heart; it comes 
from our character, and I will give all that 
glory to God that gave us that heart.” 

“[God] gave us three things: faith, 
hope, and love, and the greatest of these 
is love.” GN

“[God] gave us three 
things: faith, hope, and 
love, and the greatest 
of these is love.” 
- Holly Cortner

For more information on Moore-Cortner 
Funeral Home, call (931) 967-2222. 
300 1st Ave. NW, Winchester.
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The 
Walker Way

By Jeriah Brumfield
Photography by Brooke Snyder and submitted by CleiJo Walker

A tale of love, resilience, and 
community commitment 

I N THIS thriving community lies a 
love story that has stood the test of 
time. Dennis and CleiJo Walker, a 

couple with 55 years of marriage under their 
belt, share their journey of love, support, 
and community service. From destined 
encounters to shared passions, their love 
story is one of resilience, unity, and a deep 
commitment to giving back.

Their story began in a university cafeteria, 
where fate and God’s love and mercy brought 
them together. 

“I attended Huntland High School, 
and she attended Franklin County High 
School. We were from the same county 
but did not even know each other until we 
wound up at MTSU,” Dennis recalled. 

As his loving wife, CleiJo, pointed out 
a grading error, a simple act of kindness 
led to shared meals and dances, eventually 
blossoming into a lifelong partnership.

“I had just gotten my economics test back. 
I was eating lunch beside her and looking 
over my test. She noticed a grading error of 
10 points, which made a great difference in 
my test score. After going to my professor 
and getting it straightened out, we started 
eating lunch together and went to a dance or 
two. [And] here we are, 55 years later.”

It’s clear that CleiJo had Dennis’s back 
from day one, and the love they’ve nurtured 
over the years is nothing short of inspiring. 
But their lasting love is not the only inspiring 
aspect of their life together.

Over the years, the Walkers attribute 
the longevity of their marriage to a careful 
balance of independence and togetherness. 

“We give each other space,” CleiJo noted. 
This mutual respect for individual 

pursuits allowed them to grow together 
while maintaining their unique identities. 
Their children and grandchildren have 
been the “glue” that kept them close as they 
navigated the ups and downs of family life.

Both dedicated to their respective 
careers, the Walkers have impacted the 
community in many ways. CleiJo’s passion 
for education led to a 38-year career in 
teaching, where she touched countless 
students’ lives. Her involvement in various 
educational organizations and scholarship 
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programs only highlights a fraction of 
her dedication to impacting students and 
encouraging and educating young minds.

Many of her students have become 
successful adults. Her involvement in 
the Southern Tennessee Ladies Society 
allows her to help provide scholarships to 
high school seniors, contributing to their 
educational journeys.

Dennis’s passion lies in the finance and 
banking realm. Serving on numerous boards 
and civic organizations, he has used his tools 
and skills to enhance the community’s financial 
knowledge and abilities. He spearheaded 
impactful community projects, including 
senior citizen housing and the founding 
of Citizens Community Bank. His ability 
to make local decisions ensured the bank’s 
success and continued positive impact on 
the community.

The Walkers’ relationship thrives on 
open communication and shared goals. 

CleiJo said, “Marriage is not about you 
or me. It’s always about us. And I think you 
have to have a shared vision for what you 
want your life to be. And in our case, we both 
worked very hard to have a home and raise 
three children. And we were unified in that.” 

They stress the importance of respecting 
each other’s opinions, even when they 
differ. Their financial transparency and 
responsible decision-making have also 
been pivotal in weathering challenges and 
maintaining a strong partnership.

Their advice to young couples looking 
to build lasting relationships is grounded in 
the lessons they’ve learned throughout their 
journey. Their advice stands on the basic 
principles of realistic financial planning and 
understanding the value of shared vision. 

“Marriage is not 
about you or me. It’s 

always about us.” 
- CleiJo Walker

As they look ahead, Dennis and CleiJo 
are determined to keep their commitment 
to staying active in the community, enjoying 
the fruits of their labor, and traveling. 

Dennis, “the finance guy,” continues to 
be a part of the banking world, offering his 
expertise and guidance to those who seek 
it. CleiJo’s passion for education remains as 
she serves on the Franklin County School 
Board and engages with the Retired 
Teachers Association and the United Way.

Their hopes for the future revolve around 
health and happiness. They intend to cherish 
their time with their children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren, making the most of 
family gatherings and celebrations. 

We live in a world that often celebrates 
fleeting and short-lived experiences. The 
love and unity that Dennis and CleiJo 
Walker have shared for nearly 55 years inspire 
a community of hope, reminding us that 
consistent love, commitment, and community 
engagement are the true ingredients of a life 
well-lived. GN
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Best Friends 
by Chance, 
Sisters by 
Choice

By Jeriah Brumfield
Photos submitted by Yvonne Stewart 

Exploring Ya-Ya Sisters’ two 
decades of laughter, support, and 
unforgettable memories.  

T HERE’S NO better remedy for the 
soul than the profound connection 
of friendship love, known as “philia” 

in Greek. In 2002, a close-knit group of 
friends embarked on a journey inspired 
by the film “Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya 
Sisterhood.” Little did they know this 
venture would create a lifelong bond that 
thrived for over two decades. From holiday 
dinners to impromptu adventures, this group, 
known affectionately as the “Ya-Ya Sisters,” 
has become a safe space for women of all ages.

Yvonne Stewart, lovingly referred to as 
the “queen,” recalls that special moment; 
“Me and 13 of my friends were going out 

for a Christmas holiday dinner at High 
Point Restaurant in Monteagle. I decided 
to add some fun to the evening. I created 
princess names and purchased crowns for each 
friend. That night at dinner, I talked about 
our friendship and how we related to the 
women in the movie, “Divine Secrets of the 
Ya-Ya Sisterhood,” crowning each friend and 
bestowing them with a whimsical title (a Ya-Ya 
name) that each one had ‘earned’ throughout 
our years of friendship, based on shared 
memories and personality quirks.”

Thus, the Ya-Ya Sisterhood was christened.
Their gatherings, a fusion of camaraderie, 

celebration, and support, soon became a 
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Kelly Master,Brandy Montye Scott,Carolyn Wiseman,Charlotte Scott,Katie Rae Long,Janie Woodall,Cheryl Morris,Jeannie 
Bates,Patty Fandrich,Rhonda Gray,Carline Boswell,Owene Yarbrough,Pam Peck,Tammy Holt,Sara Hunter,Brenda Long,Theresa 
Tucker,Dianne Zimmerman,Michelle Glover,Yvonne Stewart,Courtney Worley,Amber Farris,Dana Farris,Nancy Hibler,Glorier 
Godwin,Cynthia Silagyi,Marsha Worley,Dianne Yates,Tara Ashley Swinson,Lexi Sons,Ashlyn Farris, and Emily Stewart
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Cheryl Morris, Brenda Long, Dianne Yates, 
Marsha Worley, Jeannie Bates, and Yvonne Stewart

➤

cherished tradition. Each member carries 
their title like a badge of honor. New additions 
to the group are apprentices, lovingly called 
“YITS” or “Ya-Yas in Training,” and must 
earn their names to be crowned as official 
Ya-Ya members. 

As the group expanded, so did their 
eclectic mix of backgrounds and professions. 
Homemakers, professionals, and working 
women came together, drawn by the magnetic 
pull of this extraordinary sisterhood. The 
Ya-Yas find strength in their diversity, 
celebrating the goodness in each individual.

“What do the Ya-Yas do?” It’s a question 
often asked. The answer, delivered with a 
sparkle in their eyes, is simple yet profound: 
“We eat, drink, and be merry.”

With laughter as their compass and music 
as their anthem, the Ya-Yas take on adventures, 
filling customized vans for concerts. 

Their eclectic tastes span from Tennessee 
football to rock ‘n’ roll legends like Lynyrd 
Skynyrd. With Jeannie Bates as the designated 
driver, they pile into a customized van 
and head out for unforgettable concert 
experiences. Jeannie might have been more 
suited for driving a shopping cart, given her 
knack for exploring every souvenir shop 
when they travel.

Whether dressing up as trashy women 
for a birthday celebration or donning their 
best cocktail attire, these women know how 
to throw a good old-fashioned theme party. 
Halloween, St. Patrick’s Day, Mardi Gras — 
you name it, and they’ve got the outfits and 
enthusiasm to match.

But it’s not always festive; the Ya-Yas stand 
together through life’s highs and lows. When 
storms arise, they’re each other’s shelter.

In 2006, they faced the profound loss of 
their first sister, Pat Zimmerman.

Theresa Tucker, another member, said, 
“During the recent loss of one of our Ya-Ya 
Sisters, Patty Fandrich, there was never any 
concern for who would provide lunch for her 
loved ones after the service. While sharing 
lunch and celebrating her incredible life 
with her family, I realized our deep love and 
support for our Ya-Ya Sisters goes far beyond 
ourselves and extends to our spouses, children, 
and grandchildren. Our Ya-Ya group is more 
than inducted sisters. It’s a bonus family.”

Through decades of shared experiences, 
they’ve weathered storms, celebrated triumphs, 
and consoled each other through sorrows. 
From births to divorces, they’re a chosen 
family, always ready to gather around like a 
protective flock. 

One member, Janie Woodall, shared a 
touching sentiment about the love and support 
she received from her cherished sisterhood: 
“When my sons passed away, Ya-Yas gathered 
around me like a flock of birds. I felt like a baby 
bird in a nest. And they were protecting me. 
The worst had already happened, but having a 
support group lifted me up.” 

Their extended family includes mothers, 
aunts, and grandmothers as generations 
intertwine, creating a legacy of sisterhood.

“Our Ya-Ya group is more 
than inducted sisters. 
It’s a bonus family.” 
- Theresa Tucker

“Some of our mothers have been gone for 
many years, and others in more recent years. 
Yvonne’s mom and Ms. Carlene have inspired 
me since I was inducted into the Ya-Yas. It has 
always been a pleasure and comfort to have them 
present in this part of our lives,” said Tucker.

Their unconditional support provides a 
safety net of love and empathy.

Take a moment to reflect on the people 
who hold you up, support you through 
life’s challenges, and share in your moments 
of joy. In the end, it’s these lifelong bonds 
of friendship and love that make life truly 
spectacular. The Ya-Ya Sisters prove that the 
bonds we forge can enrich our lives in ways 
we never imagined. GN
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How the Good News Magic Happens:
From Submission to Print

How does a story get into Good News Magazine?
Nominate someone to be featured in Good News Magazine.

Since Good News launched, we have received hundreds of nominations for people to be 
covered. Ever wondered how a story finds its way into the pages of our magazine? Well, 
the answer is simple: it’s all thanks to you! Not only are the stories about local people, 
but they come from other local people, too! Here’s a glimpse into the journey of how 
stories come alive in Good News Magazine.

Step 1: The submission process: goodnewsmags.com

We believe that everyone has a story worth sharing, and we rely on our readers to help us discover these 
extraordinary individuals. Submissions are made through our website and include the following details:

• A nominee’s name
• Contact information (phone and email)
• The reason for the submission, along with why they qualify as a “Good News” story. This may in-

clude their contributions to the community, impactful deeds, family life, occupation, and more.
• We’re not looking for you to write the story or find a superstar. We believe everyone has a story, 

and we only need relevant information. Our writers will do the rest! 

Step 2: Selection and theme assignment

We tell stories about local people and what they are doing to make a difference. We have told stories about 
charities, medical staff, volunteers, school staff, and your next-door neighbor. Again, everyone has a story. 
While we feature six remarkable individuals in each issue, keep in mind that our production schedule is 
planned months in advance. So, if someone isn’t featured in the upcoming issue, there’s still a chance they’ll 
be highlighted in the future. We keep all submissions on file for potential use.

Step 3: Interviews and photo shoots

Once a story is selected, our talented writers and photographers swing into action. We continue to be 
inspired by the stories submitted to us, and we complete the interviews and photo shoots several months 
before the issue goes to print. Our writers may conduct interviews via phone or video chat, while others 
prefer in-person meetings with the individuals behind the stories.
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What’s next in Good News Magazine?
Currently, our dedicated team of magazine writers and editors is hard at work crafting stories under 
themes like “Charity Spotlight,” “The Learning Curve,” and “Shop Local.” We are excited to announce 
the next theme needing story submissions is “Independence.”

Do you know someone who deserves
to be in Good News Magazine?
Let us know with a submission at www.GoodNewsMags.com
or scan the QR code. Share your stories with us, and let’s
continue spreading the Good News together.

What we seek in Independence stories:
We are looking for local veterans in our community who are willing to share their stories. Do you know a 
veteran in your community who faced and overcame challenges? Or veterans who now use their experience 
to assist others? Or, you might know of charities led by veterans that positively impact the community. We’re 
looking to highlight such veterans and their inspiring stories in our upcoming Independence issue.
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Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Ashley Murray and Anna Watson➤
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6

1. Tammy King and Brittany Fyfe   2. Abby Lumpkin and Francis Christopher   3. Pam Brandon, Joy Cunningham, 
and Stacy Pross   4. Alissa Dodson   5. Kayleigh and Shannon Williams   6. Leslie and Patrick Burns

5

4

Tims Ford Christmas Market - Dec. 9

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Tims Ford State Park hosted their 
Christmas Market at Spencer Hall 
on Dec. 9. The hall was packed 
full of vendors selling festive 
goods and were accompanied 
by food trucks feeding all of the 
Christmas shoppers.
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1 2

3

1. Pieter Nowak and Joan Zietlowl   2. David Stewart, and Sharon and 
Jerry Conrow    3. Lexie Hayes and Ethan Tin 

Pancake Breakfast - Dec. 9

Photography by Brooke Snyder

The Rotary Club hosted their annual free 
Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, Dec. 9, 
from 8-10 a.m. Santa and his elf made a 
grand appearance, and The Rotary Club 
made a donation to the Franklin County 
4-H students to help with funding to get 
to the state competition.

8959 David Crockett Pkwy., Belvidere, TN 37306
(931) 968-6243

HONORING YOUR 
LOVED ONES

MonumentBELVIDERE

Randy & Donna Hill, Owners 
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Middle Tennessee Respiratory
2866 Decherd Blvd. | Decherd, TN | 931-962-0234

We carry a full line of C-Paps 
with the Largest Mask 
selection in the area

Serving Bedford, Cannon, Coffee, Franklin, Grundy, Lincoln, Marion, Moore, and Warren Counties

You Deserve a Restful Sleep

Call Our Sleep Specialist, Today!
FREE Supply Delivery • FREE Machine Calibration • FREE Mask Consultation

Need Extra 
Valentine’s Cash?

We Specialize In Personal Loans!

Loans $200 & Up*

1927 Decherd Blvd., Decherd, TN
931-962-1240

* Subject to our liberal credit policy

Loans Company Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Now Accepting Debit Payments by Phone

First Loan FREE!

• Camper Shells
• Bed Covers
• Bed Protection

• Hitches
• Steps
• Lighting

• Tool Boxes
• Racks
• Jeep Accessories

• Van Equipment
• Much More

931-488-4999 // www.MobileLiving.us // mobilelivingtn@yahoo.com
1104 Madison St. // Shelbyville, TN 37160

Gift Certificates Available!

1201 Dinah Shore Blvd.
Winchester, TN 37398 
(931) 967-2777

Bennett’s 
Pharmacy

bennettspharmacywinchester.com

Willow Tree® angels resonate 
with many cultures and ages of 
people. To some they represent 
protection, to some they are an 
outward reminder of inner peace, 
and to some they represent a 
way to remember those who 
have left this earth.
A birthday, wedding, anniversary 
or Valentine’s Day gift that 
expresses love and caring.

Gifts FromGifts From
The Heart!The Heart!

Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track Hoe
Site Prep

Demolition

Roads & Driveways
Grade Work

Pads
Ponds & Lakes

Underground Utilities

Complete Rock 
Hammer/Rock 

Removal

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

WE CAN DO IT ALL!WE CAN DO IT ALL!
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RelaxRelax  withwith  
Sedation Sedation 
DentistryDentistry

931.967.4143
1741 Bypass Road

Winchester, TN

Most Insurances Accepted

• Full Family Dentistry
• Implants
• Sleep Apnea

winchesterfamilydentistrytn.com

Professional, Caring & Affordable

All Preneed Burial Policies Are Transferable.All Preneed Burial Policies Are Transferable.

Jacqueline Hill, Media Specialist and Trinity Finney Barnes, Preneed Counselor

“Professional, Caring & Affordable Services”

Grant
Funeral Services LLC

BRYAN MYERS, M.D.

Winchester:
161 Shirley Dr.

(931) 962-0450

Manchester:
1034 McArthur St.

(931) 954-5111 

Tullahoma:
100 Hunters Ln., Suite 100B

(931) 393-4700

MELODY HARRISON, NP-C MARY BETH McCLAIN, NP-C SAHARRA JEWELL, APN

Making A Difference Making A Difference 
In Women’s LivesIn Women’s Lives

A Collection 
of Stories 
From My 
Time Working 
Alongside 
Women in 
Recovery

Available at bluemonarch.org 
or in multiple formats on Amazon

From My Front Row Seat is 
a collection of popular blog 

posts, where Susan weaves 
an intricate tapestry of 
candid Blue Monarch life, 
as seen through her eyes, 

combined with her own 
colorful lifetime experiences. 
Her voice is raw and authentic 
with a thread of humor just 
around the corner.



E V E N T S
C A L E N D A R

 January  20 

8:00 am Franklin County 
Farmers Market

 Franklin County 
Fairgrounds

 1502 Dinah Shore Blvd. 
Winchester

 
The market is open 
every Saturday from 

 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

 February  6 

6:00 pm Winchester Ladies 
Networking Night

 Camino Real 
 1106 Dinah Shore Blvd. 

Winchester
 

Winchester’s women 
can connect, network, 
and share knowledge to 
build relationships and 
grow together.

 February  17 

8:00 am Peekaboo
 The Caverns
 555 Charlie Roberts Rd. 

Pelham
 

A live music 
performance by 
Peekaboo

8:00 am Custom Cow Cupid 
Shuffle 4 and 8 hour 
Endurance Run

 Warren County 
 Middle School
 200 Caldwell St.
 McMinnville
 

Challenge your 
endurance with four or 
eight hours of running/
walking on a flat, paved 
track. Prizes for the top 
three finishers. There 
will be on-site EMS for 
safety.
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G O O D  T I M E SGet a
good
look

We wish we could publish all the 
photos we have, but we have too many! 
Browse our online gallery for free or 
purchase photos to be mailed to your 
home. All proceeds from photos go to  
local nonprofits.

 



For more events 
and to submit an 

event visit:
www.GoodNewsMags.com/
events or call 800-247-7318

For more events 
and to submit 
an event visit:

www.GoodNewsMags.com/events 
or call (800) 247-7318

 February  19 

6:00 am Health Council & 
Coalition Meeting

 Campora Family 
Resource Center

 900 S. Sheperd St. 
Winchester

 
Join us for this month’s 
Health Council & 
Prevention Coalition 
Meeting! For more info 
visit: http://fcpctn.org\n

 February  21 

6:00 am Story Time
 Franklin County 
 Public Library
 105 S. Porter St.
 Winchester
 

The community is 
welcome to gather at the 
library for story time. This 
is a weekly series.

 February  23 

6:00 am Lil Smokies Live
 The Park Theater 
 115 W. Main St. 

McMinnville
 

The Lil Smokies will be 
live, blending virtuosic 
instrumental acrobatics 
with riveting lyrical 
craftsmanship for the 
entire community to 
enjoy. 
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We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.

G O O D  N E W S
S U P P O R T E R S





www.RussellBarnett.com

VIEW OUR INVENTORYVIEW OUR INVENTORY

LIFETIME
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

Ask Us About OurAsk Us About Our
Russell Barnett Chevy GMC
931-967-4513
1981 Cowan Hwy.
Winchester, TN

Russell Barnett Ford 
931-967-2277

4055 Tullahoma Hwy.
Winchester, TN

View Our Inventory or 
Schedule Service Appointments Online

“The best and most beautiful 
things in the world cannot be 
seen or even touched - they 
must be felt with the heart.” 

                                  
   Helen Keller


