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When  the Russellville Golden 

Tigers host West Point Tuesday, 
January 30th for girls' and boys' var-
sity basketball games, the evening 
will be about much more than just 
trying to beat an Area 15 opponent. 

The night will belong to 1983 
Russellville High School graduate 
Luther Tiggs, who will be honored at 
halftime of the boys' varsity game. 

It will be a 'back to the 80s' theme 
for the RHS student section, a fitting 
motif for a night that honors Tiggs 
and the 1982 Golden Tigers, who 
won a state championship that sea-
son. Tiggs was named the state's 

Most Valuable Player as well. 
A two-time All American at RHS, 

Tiggs went to the University of 
Cincinnati to play basketball for the 
Bearcats. But Tiggs transferred to 
the University of North  Alabama 
and the decision was a good one, 
as he would become UNA's all-time 
assist leader in a game, season and 
career.  

Assists are a fitting record for 
Tiggs to hold, as he's assisted those 
around him to become better play-
ers, students and people his entire 
career.  

Tiggs retired last year from his 
coaching job at Bob Jones High 
School, ending a 33-year career as 
an administrator, teacher and 
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It didn't take Mary Hallman-Glass 

long to answer where the January 
2024 arctic weather blast ranked 
among the severe weather events 
she's been through as Franklin 
County Emergency Management 
Agency Director. 

“It's the most severe I've dealt with 
in my five years (as EMA Director),” 

Hallman-Glass said.  
And as of Monday night, Franklin 

County residents were still dealing 
with icy road conditions sufficient to 
cause Franklin County Schools to 
remain closed through Tuesday. 

“It's the combination of all the sleet 
then temperatures never getting high 
enough to give it a chance to melt,” 
Hallman-Glass said. “And all it did 
was just sit there and get hard.” 

While most Franklin County resi-
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Franklin EMA  Director 
describes last week as most 

severe weather emergency in 
her five years on the job

RHS great Tiggs to be  
honored at Jan. 30th home 

basketball game



“In Memory of our loved ones...” 
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works 

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Janet "Jan" Marie Smith passed away 
January 17, 2024. Pinkard Funeral Home 

assisted the family.  
 

Betty JoAnn “Jody” Suddith, 67, of Phil 
Campbell, passed away on Wednesday, 

January 17, 2024.  Spry Memorial Chapel 
assisted the family. 

 
Willie Ray "Bill" McQuary, 90, of 

Hackleburg, Alabama, passed away 
January 19, 2024. Pinkard Funeral Home 

assisted the family.  
 

Mildred “Millie” Green Sanderson, 86, of 
Russellville, passed away on Thursday, 
January 18, 2024. Spry Memorial Chapel 

assisted the family. 
 
  

Nellie Jean Strickland, 89, of Red Bay, 
passed away January 21, 2024. Visitation 

wil be Sunday, January 28, 2024 from 
1:00 – 3:00 at Akins Funeral Home. 

Burial will be on Monday, January 29, 
2024 at 11:00 am at Cedar Creek White 

Oak Cemetery.

For updates on 
news and sports 
throughout the 

week, don’t 
forget to check us 
out on the web at 

www.franklin-
freepress.net!
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coach, including 22 years as a head coach at Bob Jones, James Clemens, Sparkman and Buckhorn High  Schools. He finished with 427 career wins 
as a head coach, with only 248 losses. Tiggs 
was inducted last year into the UNA Sports Hall 
of Fame. 

“Luther has been honored in all of his roles for 
his success and impact, and now it's time for his 
hometown to do the same,” said RHS Principal 
Jeremy Madden. 

“We hope to see a big crowd show up to cele-
brate the legacy of our own Luther Tiggs and the 
positive way he has represented Russellville 
over the years,” Madden added. 

Tiggs shined in the AHSAA state playoffs as a 
Golden Tiger, but teams he coached were no 
strangers to the post season themselves. 

His 2005 Sparkman team made the AHSAA 
Final Four, and the next season Sparkman post-
ed a 32-4 record, Tiggs' best win-loss record in 
one season. 

Tiggs and his wife Sylvia have been married 32 
years and have two sons. 

Although retired from education, Tiggs still 
serves on the committee for the annual Alabama 
All-Star Basketball Game and he remains tour-
nament director of the annual N2Hoops 
Tournament he helped start while at Bob Jones. 

Tuesday night is expected to include a few 
unknowns for Tiggs. Although Tiggs knows he 
will be attending Luther Tiggs Night, Madden has a few tricks up his sleeve in not sharing all the details of the evening with its honoree. 

Those may include appearances from some special guests along with some other surprises. 
Throwback signage from the 80s along with students dressed in 80s attire will also make the evening a special one for all in attendance.

‘BASKETBALL,’ From Page 1



Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, 
letters to the editor and other creative submissions 

to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. 
freepress.net!
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RHS honored nationally for 
gender diversity in AP 

Computer Science 
Principles class

‘EMA,’ From Page 1
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As high school students begin to consider their desired career path 

once their education is complete, computer science is one of the 
most rapidly growing career choices. 

And an award received  by Russellville High School indicates the 
school is doing all it can to expose students to this vital field. 

RHS was honored last week with the AP (Advanced Placement) 
Computer Science Female Diversity Award for the outstanding job 
RHS' AP Computer Science Principles (CSP) instructors and students 
have done in expanding girls' access to this important program. 

According to College Board research, female students who take AP 
Computer Science Principles in high school are  500% more likely to 
major in computer science or a STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) as compared to female students of similar 
background and academic preparation who don't take CSP. 

Female students remain underrepresented in high school computer 
science classes across the country, though, accounting for just over 
one-third of AP Computer Science Principles participants. 

Almost 58% of the nation's high schools teach foundational comput-
er science, and only 1,127 of those received this year's AP Computer 
Science Female Diversity Award. With more than 23,500 public high 
schools  in the United States, less than five percent qualify for the 
award. 

Russellville High School met the requirement of having 50% or 
more female students in its AP Computer Science Principles classes. 

“Computer science is the source code of our economy and much of 
the career landscape,” said Trevor Parker, Head of the AP Program 
nationally. “In the six years since we began the AP Computer Science 
Female Diversity Award, it's been heartening to see schools like 
Russellville HighSchool welcome so many more young women into 
this vital field.” 

Brea Colagross is in her sixth year as AP Computer Science 
Principles teacher at Russellville. Colagross, whose teaching experi-
ence prior to CSP was in math and business education, said once 
she was asked to teach computer science eight years ago, she put in 
hundreds of hours of training and workshops to become certified, 
which totally changed her outlook on job opportunities for her stu-
dents. 

“It exposes students to such a different way of thinking about the 
world,” Colagross said. “Now, rather than just being users of technol-
ogy, it changes their thoughts to become those who have the ideas of 
change to innovate our world. 

“Whether it's design, programming or cyber-security, the opportuni-
ties are so vast. I have two former students working for NASA now. 
Whether or not my students decide to major in computer science and 
it becomes their job and career, it's a whole other way to take their 
math and science skills and use them to think in a completely differ-
ent way,” she added. 

Providing female students with access to computer science courses 
is a vital step toward the goal of gender parity in STEM careers. 
These are generally high-paying jobs that help drive American inno-
vation and creativity. 

Students who complete AP Computer Sciences Principles and pass 
an exam earn college credit for taking the course in high school.  

Colagross also teaches a freshmen Foundational Computer Science 
Principles course as well as IT Fundamentals and Python 
Programming. While the AP Computer Sciences Principles class has 

dents heeded the recommendations to stay at home, some didn't have 
that choice due to emergency situations. Others just decided to ignore safe-
ty warnings.  

The net result? A lot of vehicles in ditches and a lot of sliding that caused 
damage to those vehicles. 

“There still are a lot of cars in ditches. I get it, if you're running out of food 
or have some emergency. But you need to understand we ask them to stay 
at home because it's a matter of life safety,” Hallman-Glass said. “We had 
an elderly couple who couldn't get out to get their medicine, so they called 
911 and I was able to get their medication to them. 

“Sometimes people don't want to call because they know we're so busy. 
So they think 'I've got a front-wheel drive car so I can drive on this, then they 
soon learn differently,” she added. 

From wrecker services to ambulance crews to police and fire department 
personnel, Franklin County's first responders answered the call last week, 
again and again. 

“It takes all of us. We've all got to be on the same team, because one 
ambulance service can't do it alone. One fire department can't do it. It takes 
a team effort together to get something done. And I feel like that happened 
last week with everyone helping each other,” Hallman-Glass said. 

The hard sheets of ice made driving nearly impossible in some areas, 
even for four-wheel drive vehicles, Hallman-Glass said.  

Emergency personnel, including Franklin County EMA, transported dialy-
sis patients for treatment, and assisted ambulances that could not make it 
up driveways or roads to get to patients. 

“We had one ambulance run off the road after it slid and wrecked. There 
was a law enforcement vehicle that ended up in a ditch and I damaged my 
vehicle after a slide,” Hallman-Glass said. 

Dangerous ice remained on some county roads Monday night after 
Monday's temperatures weren't high enough to melt it all. 

“It will take this rain (forecast for Tuesday night and Wednesday) coming 
in to melt it, so we're hoping the rain will start Tuesday night into 
Wednesday and that will take care of most of this,” Hallman-Glass said. 
“The road temperatures are so cold, the ice just hasn't been melting.” 

Hazardous road conditions and ice around the Franklin County 
Courthouse and Courthouse Annex forced their closing on Monday, January 
22nd. And backstreets in shaded areas in the City of Russellville remain 
iced over, Hallman-Glass said, so motorists are encouraged to use extreme 
caution traveling on non-major collector roads.

See ‘RHS,’ Page 5
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a large number of girls, Colagross said her other classes continue to 
see male student numbers exceed female student participation. 

“It's interesting to see the number of boys outweigh the number of 
girls who sign up for these classes,” Colagross said. “I encouraged 
my daughter to take the class, then she encouraged some of her 
friends to take it and that's a good way for more girls participate. 
When they see the class as fun, opportunities come from that and 
then they use their experience to recruit others.”

‘RHS,’ From Page 4



THE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUPPLIES 
FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN ALABAMA WITH A 

DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT REQUIRES 
DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS 
SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530 PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 
THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA 
DEPARTMENT OF SENIOR  

The Foster Grandparent Program is seeking volunteers ages 55 and older  to 
help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and schools.  Volunteers 

will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement. We have openings for several 
schools for the coming school year. Please call  256-332-6800 for an application. 

AshaKiran serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and human traf-
ficking across Alabama. Their vision is to be a ‘ray of hope’ by bridging the gap 

between service providers and culturally diverse communities. Their 24-hour crisis line num-
ber is 1-800-793-3010. Learn more about AshaKiran by visiting www.ashakiranonline.org. 
Consultations are free and confidential, and available in 45 different languages. 

The Senior Center of  Phil Campbell is under new management. Everyone age 
60 and over are invited to come join us and be part of the group. This is for 

men and women. We meet at the Phil Campbell Community Center Monday thru Friday from 
8-noon. A delicious lunch is served at 11 a.m. Meals are $1 donation. Some come and play 
Rook. We also do Bingo when we have enough people. There are several games to play or 
just sit and socialize with other seniors. 

Pastor Bro. Eric McKinney and the congregation of Crestview Missionary Baptist 
Church, 24131 Hwy. 24, Russellville, invite you to worship with them. Sunday 

morning Bible Study is from 10-Noon and Sunday morning worship from 11-Noon. All are 
welcome to our services! Call 256-324-0179 for more information. 

Tennessee River Bass Club is seeking members for our 23/24 season.  Club 
fishes monthly on Tennessee river and Bear Creek lakes. We welcome boaters 

or non-boaters 16 or older of all experience levels to join.  Club is based in Sheffield.  For 
more information,  contact Tommy 256-627-5662. 

The Frog Pond Volunteer Fire Department is holding a fund raiser  Gun Raffle 
with proceeds going to benefit the Frog Pond VFD. Tickets are $10 or $25 for 3 

and may be purchased through Cash App or PayPal. Call 256-263-0825 for more informa-
tion. One AR-15 and one Glock 19 Gen 5 will be given away. 16” AR-15 5.56/223 with 15” 
MHR. And Glock 19 Gen 5 9mm. Drawing will be held at the Fire Department on February 
23, 2024, at 6 p.m. 

MY FATHER'S HOUSE MINISTRIES, RUSSELLVILLE, AL, 104 E. Lawrence 
St., Pastor Pearl Shelton, would like to invite you to our weekly Prayer 

Meeting every Monday evening at 5:30 p.m.  Come join us as we pray together in unity and 
power!  Anyone needing prayer please be sure to join us!  Everyone is welcome! 

Community Action Partnership of North Alabama is now taking applications for 
Head Start and Early Head Start. Give your child a head start on kindergarten 

readiness. No-cost services for eligible families in a classroom setting, programs for children 
ages birth through four years old, priority points for children in specific need categories and 
prenatal services for pregnant women teens. Call 256-331-0162 for an appointment today. 

You are invited to Revival at Gateway Church of God, 15988 Hwy 43, 
Russellville, AL. Evangelist:  Garrett Marchant. January 28th - January 31st. 

Sunday Morning @ 10:30, Sunday Evening  @ 5:00, Monday - Wednesday @ 7:00. If you 
have any questions, please call 256-627-7935. 

You are invited to Revival at Mars Hill Church of God with Evangelist Jeremy 
Lane. January 24-27 starting at 6:30 p.m., nightly. With special music from the 

Believers, Paul Mishue and More. Pastor Rick Newell and congregation invite everyone to 
attend. Church is located at 77 Mars Hill Road, Phil Campbell.

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns, cartoon panels, 
letters to the editor, recipes and other creative submissions to  

franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

The Season for
Big Savings Is Now!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions 
for New Heating and Cooling Systems

 Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

Call today! (833) 489-0045

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

$49 SAVE
UP TO $2000

Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. Valid at participating 
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial 
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center 
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 11/30/2023.

License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and 
cooling system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and 
cooling system required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. 
Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial customers, 
with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center for 
details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred and 
where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 11/30/2023.

License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses



For updates on news 
and sports, visit us 

online at 
www.franklinfreep-

ress.net!



Send your letters to the editor, guest 
columns, cartoon panels and other creative 

submissions to 
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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Voters to decide amendment related to 
 local legislation

John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
When Alabama voters go to the polls for the March 5, 2024, primary 

elections, they will also vote on one constitutional amendment. 
Amendment 

One will appear 
on all ballots, 
regardless of 
whether the 
voter casts a bal-
lot in the 
Republican or 
Democratic 
Primary. 

The language 
of Amendment 
One reads as 
follows: 
Proposing an 
amendment to 
the Constitution 
of Alabama 
2022, to amend 
Section 71.01 
authorizing the 
Legislature to 
sign and transmit local laws or constitutional amendments before the 
transmission of basic appropriations. 

Section 71.01 of the Alabama Constitution prohibits any bill or law 
from being considered by the House of Representatives or Senate 
before budgets are approved by the Legislature and sent to the 
Governor, unless an additional vote is approved by the House and 
Senate of at least a three-fifths (3/5ths) vote. 

Essentially, the Constitution requires the Legislature to pass a budget 
and send it the governor for signature before it can consider any other 
legislation. 

If voters approve Amendment One, the Legislature may vote on and 
approve local laws or local Constitutional amendments even before the 
budget is approved. 

Local laws are those which are not classified as general, special or 
private laws. While general laws apply to the entire state, a local law 
only impacts the residents of a particular county or counties. 

The same is 
true for a 
local 
Constitutional 
Amendment. 
An example 
of a local 
Constitutional 
Amendment 
for Franklin 
County came 
in 2018 when 
voters were 
asked to con-
sider extend-
ing the coun-
ty's one-cent 
sales tax 
(with 75% 
going to the 
two school 
systems in 
Franklin 
County and 25% to the Franklin County Commission for road and 
bridge improvements) for a 30-year period.  

Previously the one-cent tax was considered by Franklin County vot-
ers every two years. 

Under the 2024 amendment, the Legislature could approve local leg-
islation and clear the way for local amendments to be placed on the 
November general election ballot. 

The Legislature has frequently used the three-fifths rule to usher 
through bills before approval of a budget, a procedural step called the 
Budget Isolation Reduction.  

Why a Constitutional amendment is needed is something advocates 
of Amendment One must explain to voters. Count the Association of 
County Commissions of Alabama Executive Director Sonny Brasfield 
as one who supports the amendment. 

“Local legislation is designed to deal with a problem in a particular 
county that's different from problems in neighboring counties. We think 
legislators ought to be able to bring those bills at any time and not be 
restricted by this budget isolation vote,” Brasfield told a Birmingham 
television station last week. 

Whether Alabama voters agree remains to be seen. 
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RCS board meeting 
includes personnel 

moves, rare executive 
session

John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
The January 22nd meeting of the Russellville City Schools Board of 

Education saw the board go into a rare executive session. 
Board attorney Danny McDowell said the purpose of the executive 

session was, as reflected in the minutes, for the board to 'discuss with 
its attorney legal opinions and possible ramifications of potential board 
action.' 

After the executive session, the board returned to the meeting and it 
was announced no action or votes were taken during the session. 

According to a source familiar with the board, board members are con-
sidering how to proceed in the posting, hiring and contracting of a new 
superintendent to replace Dr. Heath Grimes, who will retire from his 
position in June. 

The source could not confirm whether this was the subject of the exec-
utive session. 

January is School Board Appreciation Month and board members 
watched a video tribute to them and Russellville High School Principal 
Jeremy Madden expressed appreciation to the board on behalf of the 
district's students, faculty, administrators and staff. 

“We appreciate your vision to create an environment where we can 
excel. You always have our students in mind when you make policies 
and decisions.  What you do sets the tone for the entire system, so on 
behalf of our students, faculty and staff, thank you for what you do,” 
Madden said. 

In other agenda items, the board: 
--approved the Textbook Committee for the 2023-2024 school year, 

with area of consideration this year  being Career Tech Education, to be: 
West Elementary School Suzanne Glass, Talitha Fleming, Kerri Traglia 
and Lauren Ritter. Russellville Elementary School Channing Wright, 
Leanne James, Jamie Lane and Ana Torres. Russellville Middle School 
Monica Moon, Kayla Odom, Melanie Malone and Priscilla Davis. 
Russellville High School Shelley Montgomery, Alana Swinney, Jordan 
Shelton, Erin Willis and Jeremy Campbell. 

--approved trip requests for the 2023-2024 athletic season for track 
and for RHS HOSA students to attend HOSA State Leadership 
Conference in Montgomery February 29-March 1, 2024. 

--approved personnel moves including: Temporary Employment in 
Position: Marlena Young-Jones, Challice Langston, Holly Wigington, 
Jennifer Willis, Jamie Boyles, LeJoy Winston, Courtney  Sandlin, 
Lindsey Johnson, Charley Butler, Jessica Gipson, Dalia Gerardo, 
Madison Thompson, Brittany Flanagin, teachers for Afterschool Tutoring 
and Enrichment Program. Kasey O'Malley for substitute teacher for Pre-
K Before and After Care, Jesslyn McNutt, Jennifer Willis and Monica 
Balding, teachers for 21st CCLC, Addison Farris, Maddox Parker, 
Peyton Garrison and Christian Cade Parker, Park & Recreation 
Department part-time workers, and Selena Pounders, aide for 21st 
CCLC. 

2023-2024 Athletic Volunteers: John Seal (RHS Golf Team), Nachin 
Cortez (RHS Girls Soccer) and Jai Smith (RHS Track). 

--Resignation in Supplement, Kevin McCravy, Track. 
--Resignation in Position, Amber Motes, CNP Worker at RHS and 

Jackie Burch, Retired Part-Time Park & Recreation Department employ-
ee. 

--Termination of Non-Tenure Employee: Chelsea Tompkins, RHS 
teacher. 

--Employment in Position: Jade Bragwell, revised start date from 
1/3/2024 to 1/22/2024 and Shelly Lewis, CNP Worker at RCS. 

--Employment in Supplement, Darbi Crumpton, RHS Track Varsity 
Coach.

Get the most out of 
your lawn this summer.

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for 昀rst Lawn application only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or 
PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in 
conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan 
required forTruGreen Lawn Assessment, which is performed at the 昀rst visit. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 
07/01/2012. ©2023 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-866-495-1367

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, 
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

(256) 860-0660

             7-year Extended Warranty* 
– A $735 Value!
FREE

Whether you are home 
or away, protect what 
matters most from 
unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator.



FOR SALE 
 

For Sale. 
Driveshaft for 

1992 
Chevrolet Z71 
truck. $100. 
Wheel clutch 

$150. Rear 
end $300. Call 
256-668-2512. 

(1) 
 

For Sale. 
Dining Room 

Table, 4 

Chairs. $50. 
Lighted China 
Cabinet, $75. 
Glass Buffet 

Table w/ 
Wrought Iron 
Legs, $30. 
Two End 

Tables, $10 
each. Call 

256-398-8082. 
(4) 

 
 
 
 

LOOKING 
FOR 

 
Wanting to 
Buy Legos. 
Please call 

256-460-2320. 
(4)
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Last week's weather wasn't exactly con-

ducive to spring baseball, but that's exactly 
where Russellville High School varsity base-
ball coach Jess Smith's mind was. 

Last Tuesday was the Alabama High School 
Athletic Association's official start of baseball 
practices, but a week-long blast of arctic 
weather put a literal chill on any such thinking. 

And with school canceled Monday, that 
meant another day of lost practice time, which 
didn't exactly ease the second year head 
coach's mind. 

“Last week was supposed to be the first 
week of official practice and we shut down 
entirely,” Smith said. “That brings a level of 
concern to me and our coaching staff. 

“You already feel crammed in getting ample 
time to prepare for opening day but you do 
your best with the cards you're dealt. I hope it 
sends a message to our team that you never 
know when you'll be shut down and for how 
long, so every day you have an opportunity 
it's imperative to win that day,” he added. 

Russellville went 22-15 in Smith's first year, 
reaching the third round of the 5A state play-
offs. 

After a slow start last year (0-5), Russellville 
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Winter weather delays 
start of RHS baseball 

spring practice

Golden Tiger girls’ soccer team counting on 
new leadership this season

See, ‘VINA,’ page 12

See, ‘SOCCER,’ Page 13

See, ‘BASEBALL,’ Page 15

Vina girls eye postseason without  
leading scorer Harper

Michael Rice 
Franklin Free Press 

 
The Vina Lady Red Devils basketball team is headed 

into a busy week with regionals just around the corner. 
The Red Devils are 9-13 overall with a 2-3 area 

record. 
The Red Devils have been led by leading scorer 

Sara Harper, who tore her anterior cruciate ligament in 
Vina's last game against Phil Campbell. 

The Red Devils will need to find a leader to step up 
and account for the 9.6 points per game Harper aver-
aged. 

Harper scored 906 points this season and had a 
chance to make it to her 1000th point by season's 
end. 

“Luckily for Harper, she’s a junior and she’ll have the 
opportunity next year to make that milestone,” head 
coach Richie Hester said. 

The Red Devils face Belgreen Tuesday night, 
January 23rd and will use that game to regroup after 
the loss of Harper. 

“Belgreen is a great team. We’ll get a good chance 
to assess our team,” Hester said. 

Layla Hester will move to point guard going forward this season. Hester has been averaging 

Michael Rice 
Franklin Free Press 

 
The Russellville Lady Golden Tigers soccer 

team has been busy prepar-
ing for its 2024 season 
which begins next month. 

Last year, the Golden 
Tigers finished runner up in 
their area with only two 
area losses and 10-7-2 
overall. 

“We did lose some seniors 
last season and that does 
leave us either some big 
shoes to fill. However, with 
the dynamic of our program, 
I have already seen the 
girls stepping up into those shoes,” said girls 

varsity soccer coach Dalany  Roberts. 
“A lot of these girls have been playing togeth-

er since they were in 7th and 8th grade so this 
is a transition for them going from being the 
younger players their whole career and now 
stepping into the leadership roles,”  Roberts 
added. 

Nadia Mendez is a returning striker for the 
Golden Tigers who is a key contributor to the 
team on and off the field. 

“Mendez is one of our most fluid players on 
the field. She’s been a huge part of the dynam-
ic of our defense and also an exceptional 
offensive player. She’s going to fill that role on 
offense perfectly since we lost a key striker,” 
Roberts said. 

Mendez has stepped up as one of the team 
leaders making sure team members under-
stand their roles and if they are going to be 

Layla Hester 

Jesenia Mateo



Send your letters to the editor, 
guest columns, cartoon panels and 

other creative submissions to  
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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Barry Moore, Chairman 
 

Chris Wallace, District I 
 

Jason Miller, District II 
 

Joseph Baldwin, District III  
 

David Hester, District IV 
 

Leah Mansell, Administrator  

   
   FRANKLIN COUNTY COMMISSION  

P.O. Box 1028· Russellville, AL 35653 
Phone (256) 332-8850· Fax (256) 332-8855 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
The Franklin County Commission is accepting applications for the following position(s): 

 
Roadway Maintenance Technician I, Franklin County Highway Department 

 
Equipment Maintenance Technician II, Franklin County Highway Department 

 
Corrections Officer/Dispatcher, Franklin County Sheriff’s Office 

 
 

Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County Commission office until 5:00 PM on  
Wednesday, January 31, 2024. 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

An application and job description may be picked up, faxed or emailed upon request from 
 the Franklin County Commission Office, located at 405 N Jackson Avenue, Monday – Friday, 8:00  
AM to 5:00 PM, by calling (256) 332-8850 or applications are available at www.franklincountyal.org  
under the Careers tab. 

 
Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the basis  

of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in the employment or provision of services. 
 

‘VINA,’ From Page 11
9.4 points per game. Hester is only a freshman and has been con-

tributing all season on the 
varsity level. 

Also, freshman Lana Bell 
has been averaging 9.5 points 
per game. 

Senior Kaley Attaway has 
been successful on defense 
and the boards this season, 
averaging 11 rebounds a 
game. 

Also, junior Khylee Brooks 
has been averaging 10 
rebounds per game. 

After facing Belgreen 
Tuesday night, the Red Devils 
will travel to face 4A Haleyville 
on Wednesday.  

Vina will then travel to 
Cullman Christian Thursday 
night and round out the week 
against Waterloo on Saturday 
for senior night.
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‘SOCCER,’ From Page 11
great, there can’t be any exceptions. 
“I had a meeting with my seniors the other night and they said they 

had been talking among 
themselves about how 
excited they are for the 
season and what their 
expectations are for the 
team. I’m pleased to see 
that these girls had a very 
smooth transition to the 
leadership role,” Roberts 
said. 

For the first time, high 
school soccer teams were 
able to have fall practices 
unlike other years. The 
Golden Tigers have been 
conditioning year round 
preparing for their season. 
Most Golden Tiger soccer 
players are part of the 
cross country team. 

“It’s good these girls stay 
close throughout the year 
and not just during the 
season. It definitely helps 
build a closer bond,” 
Roberts said. 

The Golden Tigers have 
a huge sophomore class 
this season. Not all of 
them are contributing on 
the varsity level, but there are some players who will. One of those 
sophomores is Kimberly Mojica who is a midfielder.  

“We also a freshman this year that contributed as an 8th grader last 
season, Ashley Siquina. We saw a lot of potential in her and I feel like 
she will be a dynamic player on defense. She’s one of those players 
that puts the work in,” Roberts said. 

Jessenia Mateo is also a returning leader from last season. 
“Mateo has been a leader consistently and she’s one of our absolute 

leader of our defensive line. She’s always communicating expectations 
to other players. She’s a voice of positivity,” Roberts said. 

“The community is going to be proud of these girls this season. The 
team is full of determination. You could feel the dynamic shift during 
practice to get ready for the season and get ready to dominate,” 
Roberts added. 

The Lady Golden Tigers kick their season off on the road February 
6th at 6:15pm against the Tharptown Wildcats. 

The team's first home game is February 8th at 7 p.m. 

Justin and Dalany Roberts with their son, Shep 
Roberts.



GENERAL NOTICE ANNOUNCEMENT 
CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE 

  
PATROL OFFICER – POLICE DEPARTMENT 

  
DEFINITION OF JOB: Patrols a designated sector of the city 
of Russellville and responds to complaints. Serves warrants 
and subpoenas and testifies in court. Provides traffic con-

trol assistance. Performs dispatching duties. Performs 
other police related duties as required. 

  
REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES: 

Knowledge of: the city buildings and street system of 
Russellville; city, state and federal laws; court procedures; 

department rules, regulations and procedures; maintenance 
and use of weapons; radio codes, surveillance equipment 

and legal procedures involved with illegal drug cases. 
Ability to: operate a motor vehicle; read; safely fire a 

weapon; communicate on telephone and radio; generate 
written documents such as reports and tickets; bend, 

crouch; stretch; stretch; walk; run; respond to emergency 
situations on short notice when off-duty; and do the essen-

tial functions of the job as directed in this description. 
Willingness to: work overtime, irregular hours, weekends 
and holidays; travel and attend seminars and workshops. 

  
QUALIFICATIONS and SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: 

Possession of a high school diploma or GED 
Minimum of 21 years of age 

Must meet or exceed the minimum requirements estab-
lished by the State of Alabama Peace Officers Standards 

and Training Commission 
Possession of a valid Alabama Drivers License 

Possess the ability to obtain an Alabama Police Academy 
diploma or its equivalent 

 
  

THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER. ALL QUALIFIED APPLICANTS WILL RECEIVE 

CONSIDERATION WITHOUT REGARD TO RACE, RELIGION, 
COLOR, SEX, NATIONAL ORIGIN, POLITICAL AFFILIATION, 

DISABILITY, OR ANY OTHER NON-MERIT FACTOR. THE 
CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE ENCOURAGES APPLICATIONS 

FOR POSITIONS IN ALL PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPART-
MENTS FROM WOMEN IN AN ATTEMPT TO INCREASE 

THEIR REPRESENTATION IS PROTECTIVE SERVICE 
DEPARTMENTS. 

  
Pay Range is from $44,859.36 – 69,210.96.

S h a n e  A l b r i g h t  Au c t i o n s
Shane Albright  Owner/ Broker/ Auctioneer AL#1569 TN#5431

6 5 0 8  U S - 7 2 ,  K i l l e n ,  A l a b a m a  3 5 6 4 5
O f f i c e  N u m b e r :  2 5 6 - 7 5 7 - 8 8 9 8

O n l i n e  Au c t i o n !O n l i n e  Au c t i o n !
BEGINS CLOSING AT 6:00PM THURSDAY, JANUARY 25THBEGINS CLOSING AT 6:00PM THURSDAY, JANUARY 25TH

2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom Home with Basement on 1.24 Ac+/-
4005 Underwood Mountain Rd., Tuscumbia, Alabama

O f f e r e d  A s  A  W h o l e !

Call Alex Pondick for more information 256-757-8898Call Alex Pondick for more information 256-757-8898

B I D  O N L I N E  A T  W W W . S H A N E A L B R I G H T . C O MB I D  O N L I N E  A T  W W W . S H A N E A L B R I G H T . C O M



We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns, car-
toon panels, letters to the editor, recipes and other creative sub-

missions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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‘BASEBALL,’ From Page 11
went on to post a 5-1 area record and a Class 5A Area 14 champi-

onship. 
Just like 2023, 2024's schedule is loaded with teams who regularly 

compete for state titles, including 7A Sparkman, a perennial competitor 
for the North each season, Piedmont, which has reached the 3A state 
championship and Arab, ranked No. 3 in 5A last season. 

The Golden Tigers will face those teams in a two-day round robin 
event at Arab on March 29-30. 

Other pre-area opponents include 7A Florence, James Clemens and  
Austin, 6A Baldwin County and Saraland and talented squads from 
Mars Hill Bible School, Guntersville, Brooks and Cullman. 

“It's important to be able to compete against a high level club,” Smith 
said. “You should do that, so we try to give our guys that opportunity on 
weekends throughout the season and especially prior to area play. 
Even on weekends after area play, we try to go play the best across 
the state,” Smith added. 

Russellville's Area 14 again includes Lawrence County, West Point 
and Jasper. Each of those teams gave the Golden Tigers a good test 
last year. 

“We won a tight game one with Lawrence County, we went into extra 
innings against West Point and we lost game one to Jasper last year, 
so I believe we have some quality opponents year round, both in and 
out of area,” Smith said. 

The Golden  Tigers begin their 2024 season, weather permitting, 
February 15th with a home game against Florence at 4:30 p.m. 

And it's going to take some TLC to get the field rehabilitated after a 
week of being blanketed by a sheet of ice. 

“Now that the ice is melting off, our plan is to apply fertilizer this week 
and with warmer temperatures and rainy weather, we hope to salvage 
the perennial rye we put out last fall,” Smith said. 

“It really hurts us when it comes to not being able to practice on the 
field. The first week was canceled and this week will be primarily 
indoors wherever we can go to get work in,” he added.
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