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GCommission hires architect
to design new county
animal shelter

The Franklin County Commission
approved an expense for architectur-
al services related to the design of a
new animal shelter for the county at
the commission's January 29th
meeting.

Commissions unanimously
approved the hiring of Robert W.
Whitten, a Florence architect, to
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From a Golden Tiger to a Red
Raider...

After six seasons serving as
Russellville High School varsity foot-
ball coach, John Ritter has accepted
the same position at Decatur High
School.

The move became official last
Tuesday morning after the Decatur
City Schools Board of Education
approved the hiring at its January
meeting.

Decatur becomes the fourth head
coaching stop for Ritter, who also

Mon., Tues, Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2
256.332.6073
510 Engle Dr, * Russellville

SINGING RIVER

531 St. CLAIRST. | RUSSELLVILLE

Ritter taking over Decatur
foothall program as Russellville
coaching search will begin
immediately

Hablamos Espanol

Frankiin Gounty
John Pilati work with county officials in design- B B
Franklin Free Press ing a new animal shelter next to the commlss“'nerv
Franklin County Jail off Walnut Gate nistrict 1

Road.

This preliminary step does not
mean construction of a new shelter is
imminent. Rather, it's an important
beginning step toward solving the
ongoing problem of housing stray
animals in the county.

For the past several years, animal
rescue advocates and groups have

See ‘SHELTER,” Page 9
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Taking care of
your family’s

dental needs
Brett M. Bowen, DDS

Bowen
Family

Dentist
243 Underwood Roa:X!ussellwlle 256 332 4000

had head coaching stints at Red
Bay and West Morgan High
Schools.

The Russellville City Board of
Education met Monday, January
22nd for its monthly business meet-
ing but Ritter was not among the
personnel moves approved by the
board. Ritter and his wife Lauren, a
music teacher at Rusellville
Elementary School, will both have
teaching positions at Decatur,
according to Russellville City
Schools Superintendent Heath
Grimes.

Ritter said he will begin his new
job at Decatur on February 1st, but

See ‘RITTER,’ Page 4
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Pd. Pol. Adv. by Barry Moore, 399 High Pine Drive, Russellville, Al 35654

John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine

“Over 22 Years Caring
for Franklin County.”
\ Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00
=) Friday: 8:30-12:00
Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing
and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
| 256.331.1900

Next to Russellville Hospital

AVIATORS DETAILING

NOW OFFERING:
Window Tinting! And
Mobile Detailing!

Let us come to you!

Full Detail: $125
Basic Exterior: $35 Full Interior: $65
Basic Interior: $35 Full Exterior: $65

For updates on
news and sports
throughout the
week, don’t
forget to check us
out on the web at
www.franklin-
freepress.net!

Maintenance Wash Program: $50!

Includes full interior & exterior

(256) 436-0465

13365 Hwy. 243, Russellville Airport
‘Brandon Seay, Owner - Certain restrictions apply
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A ’ ‘ Monuments are Designed &
Lettered in our local shop.
On-site Engraving & Sandblasting

Franklin County’s Home Owned and
Operated Monument Dealer!

D
) Grant & Beverly Atkins

A i 403 East Lawrence Street
Russellville, Alabama

“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Danny Wayne Higgins, age 47, of
Russellville, passed away on Sunday,

January 28, 2024. Spry Memorial Chapel

assisted the family.

Stevie Tidwell, age 63, of Russellville,

passed away on Thursday, January 25,
2024. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the

family.

Timmy “Tim” Clyde Smith, age 56, of

Odenville, AL (formerly of Russellville)
passed away on Wednesday, January 24,
2024. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the

family.
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Letter to Editor: Forgiving does not mean forgetting

Dear Editor:

Our country has faced a lot of adversity in our history. The wars of
the past that have filled our cemeteries with young Americans who
lost their lives, and the horror of the day on September 11, when four
airlines went down on American soil. January 6, 2021, will go down
in history as one of the most horrible times in our country. What
makes it so much worse is that this attack was not by our enemies,
but by Americans from all walks of life. The common tragedy of it is
that it all started from the mouth of our very own president. It was
among the worst dereliction of duty by a president in American histo-
ry. How the insurrection is viewed remains a bitter point of contention
that has divided our nation largely along partisan lines. We all
watched in real time while Trump sat idly by for four hours and made
no effort to stop the destruction that was taking place at our Capital.

Prior to the violent rage that took place that day, Trump stood on a
stage and incited the violence, encouraged it and when it was over,
even praised the insurgentents for their violent acts. This is some-
thing that cannot be denied.

We watched as the hallowed halls of the Capital of the United
States of America where presidents, heads of state, and dignitaries
walked were degraded with feces, broken glass, and busted wood.
The rioters even used our American flag as a weapon. One hundred
and forty police officers were seriously injured and one Capital police
officer lost his life. The Department of Justice released a recent
report of criminal charges against more than 1,237 people. Over 700
Defendants pleaded guilty and 450 have been sentenced to prison.
Trump has promised that if he is elected in 2024, that he will pardon
every one of them. As shocking and disgraceful as this was, eight in
10 Trump voters and 72 percent of Republicans overall said they
believed too much was made of the riot and it is “time to move on”.
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What has the conscience of American people become when we chose
party politics over the truth of right and wrong?

All of a sudden, the Republican Congress takes a turn on the events
of that day and claims that it was not violent but merely a curious
bunch of citizens who were unhappy with our government. They know
the truth. They heard the threats to our Congress and saw the gallow
erected on the lawn to hang the Vice President. They saw the breach
of chambers, looting of offices, busting out windows and destroying
the woodwork. The most important thing is, so did you. We have
reached an entirely new level of delusion of late, that has completely
transformed the ability of the average conservative to experience any
reality or acknowledge any fact that doesn’t fit within their narrowly
defined personal beliefs.

Trump faces four criminal counts as part of the indictment: conspira-
cy to defraud the United States, conspiracy against rights, conspiracy
to obstruct an official proceeding and obstructing an official proceed-
ing. So far, the most serious riot-related charge has been seditious
conspiracy. This is a rare charge dating back to the Civil War.
Seditious conspiracy is used to prosecute two or more Defendants
accused of plotting to overthrow the US government, launch a war
against it or hinder its authority, including the execution of its laws.

Trump has continued to claim that the election he lost by 7 million
votes was “rigged.” It has been proven over and over in several courts
and Republican led efforts to these claims that there is no evidence of
this. For the first time in American history, a U.S. president refused to
leave office, and tried everything he could think of to undermine a fair
election and peaceful transition of power. Where does that leave us
as a nation as we begin an election year where this man who incited a
bloody riot on our democracy is the Republican forefront nominee?

The Republicans seem to be determined to re-elect this poison back
in office, even after seeing this in real time, hearing Trump’s own
words as he has vowed revenge and knowing his many crimes against
our democracy. He has promised to destroy our Constitution and push
our nation into a country of dictatorship. He is telling us what he is
going to do and yet, this cult of supporters blows it off because it has
never been done before. This is not hypothetical. Whether democracy
is still America’s sacred cause is the most urgent question of our time,
and it's what the 2024 election is all about.

We may find it in our own conscience to forgive the crimes and mis-
givings of this former president, but we must never forget. This is how
democracy dies.

Lynda Kirkpatrick

Marion County Democratic Party Chair

SDEC District 17 Representative Alabama Democratic Party

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels,
letters to the editor and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Vote KIRK
SPARKS

Franklin County Commission District One
in the
March 5, 2024 Republican Primary

Pd.Pol.Adv.by Kirk Sparks - 17212 Hwy 81 - Russellville,AL 35654
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‘RITTER, From Page 1

his wife and children will finish the school year at Russellville.

Ritter said he wasn't actively looking to leave Russellville, but the
timing of the Decatur job opening was right to make a move.

“That's the hard part of this business, timing is everything. There are
differing opinions on what good timing is but | felt like it was a good
time,” Ritter said. “Decatur was going through a transition that didn't
go very well. | met with their leadership and saw the vision they have
for Decatur athletics, long and short term. And it was a great opportu-
nity for me and my family.”

Since he was hired prior to the 2018 football season, Ritter's teams
have seen tremendous success in 5A Region play. This year's senior
class will graduate with a 24-0 record and four consecutive champi-
onships in Region 8 and Ritter's overall region record at RHS is 35-3.

He finishes his Russellville career with a 52-19 overall record, and
playoff appearances each of his six seasons. In 2020, the Golden
Tigers finished 10-3 and reached the quarterfinals of the 5A state
playoffs, Russellville's best season under Ritter.

For Grimes, who is a close friend with Ritter, the news about his
football coach leaving is something he's known for a week or so, but
it was still a difficult day once Decatur's school board made the hire
official.

“John is a good friend and a great football coach. He's been suc-
cessful everywhere he's coached and while we hate to see him leave
Russellville, it's a decision he believes best for his family and career
and we wish him the best moving forward,” Grimes said.

While Ritter didn't attribute his leaving to Grimes' leaving Russellville
City Schools in June, he acknowledged it was a factor.

“I'd be lying if | said the uncertainty of not just the top leadership but
if Dr. (Jeremy) Madden is hired as the new superintendent, that
means a new principal and the uncertainty of the direction and lead-
ership was in the back of my mind, but at the end of the day the over-
whelming factor was it's a great opportunity for me and my family.
This isn't just a decision that personally affects me. It affects all four
of us. And all the circumstances and influences meshed together and
we felt like it was too good an opportunity to pass up,” Ritter said.

Grimes said he told the Russellville board about Ritter accepting the
Decatur job at the board's January 22nd meeting. But Ritter's resig-
nation was not on the agenda because the job didn't become official
until the Decatur BOE approved it Tuesday morning.

RCS Board President Greg Trapp said Ritter let the board know he
was 'entertaining the idea' of leaving Russellville.

“It wasn't something he kept a secret. We've known this for a couple
weeks and when the Decatur coach left, it opened up a 6A job and
what I'm assuming was a better opportunity for him,” Trapp said.

“He wasn't on our radar to get rid of him or anything like that. We
had no plan toward making a change and | told him we had not
talked about that. | talked with him at length a week and a half ago,

Thondas

MINI STORAGE

January
Special:

Pay for January
and Receive
February

FREE!
10°x 10’
$50/month

10°x 15’
$65/month

956.324.1127

530 St. Clair St., Russellville

10’ x 20’
$85/month

and told him we wanted to keep him if that's what he wanted to do,
but if he felt there was a better place for him, his family and his place
in life, you can't blame anyone for doing that,” Trapp added.

Trapp said the search for Russellville's new varsity football coach
will begin immediately and the job will be posted within a few days.
The inter-
view
process
will be
handled,
as is nor- |
mal proto- g=
col, by the
superin-
tendent
and the
school's
principal,
Jeremy
Madden,
who will
make a
hiring rec-
ommenda-
tion to the
board
once the
interview
process i
complete.

“Coach
Ritter
served as &
head foot-
ball coach
at
Russellville High School the past six seasons. His overall record was
52 wins and 19 losses. In region play he won 35 games and lost only
three. He won four region titles. RHS was in the AHSAA football play-
offs every year of his tenure,” Madden said.

“Coach Ritter put in many long hours with our football program and
served as athletic director the last few years. Since | came to RHS,
John also helped me with many other school functions that often
went unnoticed by the public.

On behalf of RHS, | would like to thank him for everything he has
meant to us as a teacher, athletic director, and head football coach.
We wish him the best in all his future endeavors,” Madden added.

As West Morgan head coach, Ritter's three-year record was 17-16.
His two years at Red Bay saw his teams post a 16-7 mark, making
his overall head coaching record in 11 years 85-42.

Ritter's winning percentage in Region 8 football games was the
highest in Russellville High School's history.

Ritter was present for the Decatur City Schools Board of Education
meeting on January 23rd when he was hired.

Ritter is a graduate of the University of Alabama, with a degree in
Social Sciences. He holds a Master's Degree in Instructional
Leadership from West Alabama.

Ritter was also a three-sport high school letterman and he played
quarterback at the University of North Alabama from 2003-2004.

He and Lauren have two children, Lillian, 9, and Lincoln, 5.

Degor

Please send your guest columns and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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“Goodness. Best sleep I've
had in years. I'm sore today
but that means it worked.
Can’t thank you enough.
You’'ve got a permanent
client now:
~ Paul Wilbanks
Disabled veteran

FASC/AL
STRETCH
THERAPY.

annacarolporterholisticharmony.com

Fascial Stretch Therapy helps with pain while
calming the nerves to ensure a good night’s sleep.

“Get Ready Call Anna Carol
to Heal!” Porter today!

Holistic Harmony. AC 256.668.2830
¢ g :

's f
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.
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EyeCare
Professionals

“® Comprehensive Eye Exams
for Adults & Children QAN

“®> Contacts & Glasses

“® Eye Injuries & Emergencies

“® Designer & Safety Frames, Sunglasse
8a.m.-5p.m.
PEST CONTROL

%  PREDATOR
X egs” PEST CONTROL
- “The Insect Predator”

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055




Tombighee Communications is
building in Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

AMERICAN
RESIDENTIAL

HEATING & COOLING

The Season for
Big Savings Is Now! -

Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions

for New Heating and Cooling Systems |
Many Payment Options to choose from :
Service Available Seven Days a Week E

Licensed and Professional Technicians

Q Calltoday! (833) 489-0045

32000

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with
our Buy Back Program!

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and
cooling system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and
cooling system required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations.
Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial customers,
with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center for
details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred and
where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 11/30/2023.

SAVE
UPTO

Cooling or Heating
System Tune Up

1 Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fired systems. Valid at participating I
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred

1 and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001. I

1 Offer expires 11/30/2023.

License numbers available at americanresidential com/licenses

1
- , - 1
3 License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses 1
1

256.332.0255 _
EVENTS OF INTEREST « FAMILY REUNIONS « PLAYS *« CHURCH GATHERINGS « EDUCATIONAL - CLUB MEETINGS
HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUPPLIES
FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN ALABAMA WITH A
DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT REQUIRES
DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE. FOR MORE
INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS
SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530 PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529
THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA
DEPARTMENT OF SENIOR
he Foster Grandparent Program is seeking volunteers ages 55 and older to

- help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and schools. Volunteers
will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement. We have openings for several
schools for the coming school year. Please call 256-332-6800 for an application.

shaKiran serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and human traf-

- ficking across Alabama. Their vision is to be a ‘ray of hope’ by bridging the gap
between service providers and culturally diverse communities. Their 24-hour crisis line num-
ber is 1-800-793-3010. Learn more about AshaKiran by visiting www.ashakiranonline.org.
Consultations are free and confidential, and available in 45 different languages.

he Senior Center of Phil Campbell is under new management. Everyone age

- 60 and over are invited to come join us and be part of the group. This is for
men and women. We meet at the Phil Campbell Community Center Monday thru Friday from
8-noon. A delicious lunch is served at 11 a.m. Meals are $1 donation. Some come and play
Rook. We also do Bingo when we have enough people. There are several games to play or
just sit and socialize with other seniors.

astor Bro. Eric McKinney and the congregation of Crestview Missionary Baptist

Church, 24131 Hwy. 24, Russellville, invite you to worship with them. Sunday
morning Bible Study is from 10-Noon and Sunday morning worship from 11-Noon. All are
welcome to our services! Call 256-324-0179 for more information.

ennessee River Bass Club is seeking members for our 23/24 season. Club

- fishes monthly on Tennessee river and Bear Creek lakes. We welcome boaters
or non-boaters 16 or older of all experience levels to join. Club is based in Sheffield. For
more information, contact Tommy 256-627-5662.

he Frog Pond Volunteer Fire Department is holding a fund raiser Gun Raffle
with proceeds going to benefit the Frog Pond VFD. Tickets are $10 or $25 for 3
and may be purchased through Cash App or PayPal. Call 256-263-0825 for more informa-
tion. One AR-15 and one Glock 19 Gen 5 will be given away. 16” AR-15 5.56/223 with 15”
MHR. And Glock 19 Gen 5 9mm. Drawing will be held at the Fire Department on February
23, 2024, at 6 p.m.
Y FATHER'S HOUSE MINISTRIES, RUSSELLVILLE, AL, 104 E. Lawrence
St., Pastor Pearl Shelton, would like to invite you to our weekly Prayer
Meeting every Monday evening at 5:30 p.m. Come join us as we pray together in unity and
power! Anyone needing prayer please be sure to join us! Everyone is welcome!
ommunity Action Partnership of North Alabama is now taking applications for
Head Start and Early Head Start. Give your child a head start on kindergarten
readiness. No-cost services for eligible families in a classroom setting, programs for children
ages birth through four years old, priority points for children in specific need categories and
prenatal services for pregnant women teens. Call 256-331-0162 for an appointment today.

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns, cartoon panels,
letters to the editor, recipes and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

si2Heath Ayers

Franklin County Commisioner District 2

In The March 5, 2024
Republican Primary

“Thanks for Your Vote!”
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High School Wes Mayfield 256 332 4008

Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !
Be Part of Feeding America!

Production wages start at $17.25/hr up to $20/hr

(Including incentive)
Apply In person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Advancement opportunities, Night Shift Premium Pay,

»j‘ 401K Retirement, Paid Holidays
_— - and Vacations.
Pilgrim’s /
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

12 students from Franklin County have been named to Mississippi
State University's fall 2023 President's and Dean's List, and another
is participating in

an elite
Cooperative
Education
Program at the
University of

Pest Solutions

Alabama. .- S
To earn s
President's List Tl s / =

honors, a MSU
student must
earn a grade
point average of
3.80 or better,
based on a 4.0
scale, while com-
pleting at least
12 semester
hours of course-
work.

Pest & osquito
Control

recipients 256-332-4008

include: Angelia Mims, Phil Campbell, Dylan Hester and Lydia
Morphis, Vina, Levi Gist, Samuel Scott and Madelynn Green,
Russellville, and Bailey Bolton and Alexis Tabbs of Red Bay.

To earn Dean's List honors, a MSU student must earn at least a
grade point average between 3.5 and 3.79, based on a 4.0 scale,
while completing at least 12 semester hours of coursework.

Franklin County students who were named to the Dean's List include:

$800" 10 $2,200°

*According to inventory and any prior history with this dealership.

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711

Julia Bonner and Jillian Gillum, Phil Campbell, Macy White and Carrie
Jackson, Russellville.

2020 Russellville High School graduate Simon Colburn is participat-
ing | the University of Alabama's Cooperative Education Program for
the spring 2024 semester.

Colburn, an engineering student, is working for ADTRAN, Inc., of
Huntsville.

In the Cooperative Education Program, students alternate periods of
full-time study with periods of full-time employment. This program
offers work
related to the
student's
academic
major or
career inter-
ests.

Colburn
carries a reg-
ular course
schedule
while in
school. While
in co-op, he
works with
professionals
at ADTRAN,
Inc., who
supervise his
training and
work.

Cooperative
Education

KARL RAGAN 256.332.9064

Trimming « Topping * Removal
Bucket Work * Stump Grinding

Program students maintain their full-time status while at work and
have priority registration status each semester through graduation.

18 Franklin County students named to
Alabama President’s, Dean's
~ listforfall 2023

Franklin Free Press

When the University of Alabama released its President's and Dean's
Lists for the fall 2023 semester, Franklin County was well represented.

Nine Franklin County students earned President's List honors, mean-
ing they had grade point average for the semester of 4.0 as full-time
students. Nine local students were named to the Dean's List, which
recognizes full-time students with a GPA of at least 3.5.

The lists do not apply to graduate students or undergraduates who
take less than a full course load of at least 12 semester hours.

Franklin County students earning President's List honors for the fall
2023 semester included: Chloe Brown, Grace-lyn Habada and
Benjamin Williams, Phil Campbell, Abbey Colley, Red Bay, Kaitlyn
Balding, Jonah Fisher, Maxim Moussad, Callie Palmer and Mary
Willingham of Russellville.

Franklin County students earning Dean's List honors for the fall 2023
semester included: Emma Ergle, Phil Campbell, Luke Barnwell, Tristen
Bickerstaff, Autumn Bragwell, Anna Byars, Lisette Gonzalez and John
McReynolds, Russellville, Gretchen Davis, Vina.

Congratulations to these students!
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Live life outside?’

Save now with

0%
OFF

Your First Application

Get the most out of
your lawn this summer.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-866-495-1367

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for first Lawn application only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or
PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in
conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. fPurchase of annual lawn plan
required forTruGreen Lawn Assessment, which is performed at the first visit. *Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since
07/01/2012. ©2023 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

PROTECT |

WHAT MATTERS MOST

Whether you are home

or away, protect what
matters most from
unexpected power outages
with a Generac Home
Standby Generator.

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE .
GENERAC

i

(256) 860-0660
FREE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, ®
install and activate the generator with a participating

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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"SHELTER, From Page 1

pressed the Franklin County Commission to approve plans to construct a
new animal shelter.

Franklin County Engineer Jason Baggett met with several architects to
see if they had experience in designing animal shelters and/or similar build-
ings, and to obtain fee quotes from them. Based on his experience, avail-
ability and familiarity with the design of similar buildings,

Whitten will be paid between 6.9-7% of the cost of the building, according
to Franklin County Commissioner David Hester. Construction and design of
the new shelter will have to be approved by the commission, The project will
be paid for by American Rescue Plan Act funds.

In other agenda items, the commission:

--accepted the resignation of Lila Duncan as Roadway Maintenance
Technician | and approved advertising for the vacancy.

--approved the hiring of Walter Wade Chamblee as Roadway
Maintenance Technician |, approved Family Medical Leave Act leave for
Highway Department employee Jason Devaney, through February 26,
2024, and the retirement of Wade Hacker. The commission also approved
advertising for an Equipment Maintenance Technician Il.

--approved the termination of Lucas Stonecipher as Corrections
Officer/Dispatcher in the Franklin County Sheriff's Office and advertising for
the same.

--approved hiring Jaret Yancey as a temporary Corrections
Officer/Dispatcher and Abby Poore as temporary, part-time Office Clerk.

--approved hiring Keith Slatton as Heavy Equipment Operator with the
Solid Waste Department.

--approved an increase in the mileage reimbursement rate to $.67/mile.

--approved a resolution not to accept the 3% administrative fee on Fire
Protection Service annual payments, to continue allowing the county volun-
teer fire departments that approved the $36 annual fee to receive 100% of
the funds.

FREE Local Delivery
FREE Curbside Assistance

Mail Order Delivery*
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BUSINESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES * PETS « APPLIANCES « HELP WANTED + SERVICES « APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

YARD SALE Wash. Lots of FOR SALE Table w/ LOOKING
kids’ new with For Sale. Wrought Iron FOR
Fri./Sat., Feb. tag clothing Dining Room Legs, $30.
2-3. and shoes. Table, 4 Two End Wanting to
7 a.m.-1 p.m. Lots more! Chairs. $50. Tables, $10 Buy Legos.
404 S. Lighted China each. Call Please call
Jackson Ave., Cabinet, $75.  256-398-8082. 256-460-2320.

Linda’s Car Glass Buffet (3) (3)

Miranda Decker, M.D.

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Comprehensive Adult
Health Care

Become an

ADU LT RESOURCES
FOST E R 1-800-458-7214
CA R E dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

Provider “Love Never Ages”

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653 Mon-Thur

256-332-1120 8-5

”).5/0‘(

~ JOIN NOW for YOUR MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:

n B+ Hammer Strength & Lifetime « Private Showers + Senior Discounts

| Q jj‘jﬂf)wj Equipment + Free Tanning « Fitness on Demand

) & LIMITED o Cardiow/ Individual Vs, Clean, Friendly & Fun Non Room

o TIME ONLY! o MHourGymé&TanAccess  Intimidating Environment ~ « ABS/Stretching Area
| S e oy Sew 0 o i + Staffed Hours o+ Personal Training Available « Free WiFi

o
"

y 24465 Hwy 24 West
Russellville, AL 35653

i'5->1" 256-331-9003




Auto, Home, Life Insurance
English and Spanish

Real deal with a local feel,
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Lady Bohcats now
16-10 as area
tournament
approaches

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

The Phil Campbell varsity girls basketball
team fell to rival Colbert County last Friday,
January 26th, 45-43.

Phil Campbell had a chance to tie it in the
final seconds, but a Colbert County defender
blocked the shot as the Indians preserved
the two-point win.

Hannah Welborn and Macy Hardy had 11
apiece to lead the Lady Bobcats’ scoring.

The Lady Bobcats did come off of a win
into the Colbert County game after defeating
Colbert Heights, 44-25. Hardy’s 19 points
paced Phil Campbell, which won its 16th
game of the season.

On Monday, January 29th, the Lady
Bobcats hosted the Phillips She Bears.
Phillips went home with a 51-34 win.

The Bobcats, now 16-10, will wind down
the regular season when they host
Hackleburg Tuesday, January 30th.

Vargas Roofing &
Home Remodeling

* Ak kA A
5defiing § * ok ok ke
* A A

Shingle & Metal Roofs,
Vinyl Siding, Drywall
and Much More.
Freddy Vargas
256.668.7715

Licensed ¢ Insured * Jeremiah 29:11

Scotty Wood, Agent
137680 Highway 43 Ste 6, Russallville, AL 336353
296-332-0052
scotiy@agantscotty, com
agentscothy, com

o StateFarm

RSRT STD US POSTAGE

PAID Franklin Free Press
Russellville,AL 35653

113 Washington Ave. NW
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Golden Tiger hoys varsity snags 9A Area 19
regular season championship

Girls varsity ends week with back to back wins

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Peaking at the right time...

That's what playoff basketball is all about. And that's
exactly what the Russellville Golden Tigers boys varsity
is doing, as the team won its sixth straight game Friday
to clinch the 5A Area 15 regular season championship.

Coach Patrick Odom's team trailed after one quarter
against the visiting Lawrence County Red Devils, but a
22-16 advantage in the second quarter gave the
Golden Tigers a halftime lead they would never relin-

quish.

The 74-65 win improved Russellville's record to 13-5,
5-0 in Area 15 play. The Golden Tigers were set to host
West Point Tuesday in the area finale, but Russellville
will host the area tournament regardless of the out-

come of Tuesday's game.

On January 26th, Russellville also trailed after one
quarter to Hamilton, 21-20, but took a four point lead

into halftime at 41-37.

The fast-paced game ended with the Golden Tigers

sending the Aggies home with a 83-62 loss.

Malachi Duncan and EJ King had 25 apiece to lead
Russellville. Mike Young added 13, KJ Murray 11 and

Gavin Hyde 5.

COURTESY PHOTO
Ella Copeland led Russellville in scoring in
each of last week's games.

See, ‘GOLDEN TIGERS,’ page 12

Belgreen Lady Bulldogs finish 2-1week with
loss to Danville

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

The Belgreen Lady Bulldogs defeated the
Vina Lady Red Devils on the road, 53-33, last
Tuesday, January 23rd.

The Bulldogs extended their area record to 5-
0 with this road win and improved to 16-5 over-
all.

The Lady Red Devils were without their lead-
ing scorer, junior Sara Harper, who tore her
ACL in the road loss against the Phil Campbell
Bobcats January 12th.

The first period of the game showed the Red
Devils needed some adjusting without their
leading scorer, scoring only four to the
Bulldogs' 12.

The Red Devils gained momentum in the
second period scoring 10 points.

At the half, the Lady Bulldogs had extended
their lead to 25-14

Belgreen pulled away in the second half
outscoring Vina 31 to 17.

The Lady Bulldogs were led by leading scor-
er Dacota Green, who scored 14. Morgan
Lauderdale finished the night with 12 and
Mackinley Hogan scored eight.

The Lady Red Devils were led by freshman
Khyle Brooks with nine points. Layla Hester
scored eight on the night and Kayla Attaway
finished with six.

The Lady Bulldogs hosted the Hackleburg
Panthers last Thursday, January 25th and
defeated them 58-47.

See, ‘BELGREEN,’ Page 13
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‘GOLDEN TIGERS, From
Page 11

The Hamilton game came after more than a week layoff due to
severe winter weather. Odom was pleased with his team, particularly
considering that long delay.

“I'm proud of our guys. All of us have experienced as crazy an 8-9

days as a basket-
ICome Worshi

ball season can
First Presbyterian

have,” Odom
Church

said. “Hamilton is
a good team. We
Sunday: 11:00 - 12:00
Aduli Sunday School: 10:00 - 1 1:00

made some sec-
ond half adjust-
ments and it's a
good win.
Everyone is invited
1o join us for a
special time
of worship.

Il

“This group is so s
unselfish. The ball gz=="
really moves and
always seems to
find the open
man. When we're
moving the ball
like that, we can
be a really good
team and fun to
watch,” he added.

Coach Jermaine Groce's Lady Golden Tigers ended their week fin-
ished last week with consecutive wins over Lawrence County and
Brooks.

On Saturday, Russellville handed the Lady Lions a 56-38 defeat, to
improve to 10-11, 3-2 in Area 15 play.

Brooks led 16-9 after

BUCKLE UP! s
It Could Save
Your Life!

massive second quar-
ter to take a 31-26
lead into halftime.
Ella Copeland led
Russellville with 21
points. Avery Watts
had 14 and Laila Hill
11.
On Friday,
Russellville stormed
past Lawrence County
57-28.
The Lady Golden
Tigers led 34-15 at
halftime and 48-20
after three quarters.
Copeland led
Russellville with 19,
whiel Watts added 11 and Hill eight. Jacey Moore had seven, Sadie
Odom six, Desiree Medina five and Alexia Groce one point.
On January 23rd, the Lady Golden Tigers lost a close one at home,
51-47, to Hamilton.
A 16-11 RHS advantage in the fourth quarter wasn't quite enough to
overcome a large deficit.

Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels
and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.



FRANKLIN COUNTY COMMISSION s e p
P.O. Box 1028 Russellville, AL 35653 Jason Miller, District IT

Phone (256) 332-8850 Fax (256) 332-8855 Joseph Baldwin, District 111
David Hester, District IV

Leah Mansell, Administrator

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

The Franklin County Commission is accepting applications for the following position(s):
Roadway Maintenance Technician I, Franklin County Highway Department
Equipment Maintenance Technician II, Franklin County Highway Department
Corrections Officer/Dispatcher, Franklin County Sheriff's Office

Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County Commission office until 5:00 PM on
Wednesday, January 31, 2024.

An application and job description may be picked up, faxed or emailed upon request from
the Franklin County Commission Office, located at 405 N Jackson Avenue, Monday - Friday, 8:00
AM to 5:00 PM, by calling (256) 332-8850 or applications are available at www.franklincountyal.org
under the Careers tab.

Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in the employment or provision of services.

h
i
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AN

- Family Practice, Primary care
» Medical Check-Ups & Consultations
» Health Screenings

256.331.2700 ¢ *
15225 Hwy 43 « Suite |

.. RUSSELLVILLE
l. HOSPITAL

| Because YOUR
. Health is OUR
&  Primary Focus!

Tabatha Sutherland
| Marbutt, CRNP
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The Lady Bulldogs
defeated Hackleburg

earlier in the season,

41-32, on December
5th.

Once again, Green
was the leading scorer
with 26 points.

The Lady Bulldogs

also traveled to Danville §IA v |
last Saturday, January [
27th,
and lost 52-38. =
Belgreen's record
entering this week was
17-6.

/)'. o - ol

COURTESY PHOTO
Vina’s Kaley Attaway jumps for a rebound
against Belgreen.

Vote
Tracie

GCLARK

Franklin County Commissioner
pistrict £}

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Tracie Clark, 802 Liberty Lane, Red Bay, 35582

256.383.447 3 Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL
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All Franklin Gounty establishments receive satisfac-
tory heaith ratings

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Each of the 45 Franklin County establishments that received health
ratings during the period of December 1, 2023 through January 24,
2024, had scores that fell into the “satisfactory compliance” range.

Health ratings are required to be prominently posted in all food/lodg-
ing establishments. Scores are graded by the Alabama Department of
Public Health inspectors on a 100-point scale.

Establishments with scores of 85 to 100 are considered to be in “sat-
isfactory compliance” and are routinely inspected. Establishments
scoring between 70 and 84 will be inspected again in 60 days, and
those scoring between 60 and 69 will have another follow-up within
48 hours. Any establishment scoring below 60 will be immediately
closed.

Areas of inspection by ADPH include management and personnel;
food storage, preparation and service; equipment; utensils; linen
cleanliness; plumbing and waste; poisonous or toxic material storage
and an inspection of the physical facility or property.

45 of 45 Franklin County establishments listed in the most recent
food and lodging establishment ratings scored 85 or above, within the
satisfactory compliance range.

The high score was 100, received by Bel Haven Heights, 107 4th
Ave. SE, Red Bay.

The lowest score among the 45 establishments was an 85, received
by Traditions Sports Deli, 114 Jackson Avenue North, Russellville,
although this score was within the 'satisfactory compliance' range.

Other inspection scores of Franklin County businesses, in alphabet-
ical order, included:

--306 BBQ, 13670 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 92.

Franklin Free Press at GI's!!!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 4a - 7p

GROCERY

FISHING
SUPPLIES
DELI
256-332-1324

@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates

&< Ethanol-Free Gas

&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses

&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24

--43 Grill, 15110 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 92

--Best Life Nutrition, 15485 Al. 24, Russellville, 96.

--Best Western Breakfast, 13770 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 98.

--Big Star Deli of Russellville, 314 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 96.

--Black & Gold Nutrition, 700 Waterloo Road, Russellville, 93.

--Bobcat Express Inc., 3075 Hwy. 237, Phil Campbell, 94.

--Cano's Tienda y Taqueria, 10047 Hwy. 75, Russellville, 88.

--Cardinal Drive In, 602 4th St. SW, Red Bay, 95.

--Coco Michocana 2, 318 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 92.

--Daily Bread BBQ, 305 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 94.

--El Patron Tex-Mex LLC, 13665 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 90.

--Farmhouse Table, 116 Jackson Ave. N, Russellville, 94.

--Frosty Inn, 12805 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, 95.

--Gas Mart North, 17060 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 91.

--Halligan's Pizza, 912 4th St. West, Red Bay, 93.

--Huddle House, 15485 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 90.

--Jack's #136, 521 4th Ave. SE, Red Bay, 88.

--Jack's Family Restaurant, 13640 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 87.

--Jay Raja Inc., 109 Madison St., NE, Russellville, 90.

--Las Tres Fronteras, 519 St. Clair St., SE, Russellville, 90.

--Legacy Chevron, 13518 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, 96.

--Little Divas and Dudes Daycare LLC, 1100 4th St. NE, Red Bay, 98.

--Little Tigers Preschool, 1003 East Lawrence St., Russellville, 99.

--Oliver Creamery Commissary, 1121 Hwy. 46, Russellville, 98.

--Panda Buffet, 14633 US 43, Russellville, 90.

--Papa John's Pizza, 14520 Hwy. 43, Ste. 1, Russellville, 91.

--Phil Campbell Deli Mart, 3515 Broad St., Phil Campbell, 88.

--Phil Campbell Nutrition, 3415 Broad St., Phil Campbell, 97.

--Piggly Wiggly Deli, 518 4th Ave. SW, Red Bay, 92.

--Pilgrim's Place, 1314 N. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 97.

--Pizza Hut, 13450 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 94.

--Pollo Lo-Quillo, 115 Franklin St., Russellville, 91.

--Priceless Food-Deli, 14001 Hwy 43, Ste. 11, Russellville, 96.

--Priceless Foods #493, 14001 Hwy. 43, Suite 11, Russellville, 96.

--Red Bay Hospital, 211 Hospital Road, Red Bay, 98.

--Red Bay Tiger Mart, Inc., 211 4th Ave. SW, Red Bay, 96

--Russellville Hospital, 15155 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 94.

--Russellville Nutrition, 14130 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 92.

--Southside Quick Mart, LLC, 12301 Hwy. 43S, Russellville, 91.

--Taco Bell, 13831 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 93.

--The Hang Out Nutrition, 13684 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 98.

--The Ville Nutrition, 112 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 94.

--Wendy's, 13679 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 89.

Health ratings are available at www.foodscores.state.al.us and may
be viewed by city or county.

Zeal Eotale
Tecro wctt
?ﬂcé&w(em 144

WGOLH 100

Daily 8 a.m.
and 12 p.m.

WillodeanDavissells.com » 256.762.5071
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Local residents among those passionate
ahout vinyl records

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Everything old shall become new.

That adage certainly holds true when it comes to vinyl records.

A musical staple through the 1970s, vinyl records soon died out and could be found alongside 8-track tapes and cassettes at yard sales across
the country.

But vinyl has seen a major resurgence, and an
upcoming event hosted by the Alabama Record THE BESYT OF... %
Collectors Association (ARCA) is an indicator of
how strong that resurgence is.

ARCA's Annual Record & CD Show will take
place Friday, March 1 and Saturday, March 2 at the
Gardendale Civic Center Main Exhibition Hall in

Gardendale, a suburb just north of Birmingham. lN
The annual event sees fans coming from not only
all of Alabama, but throughout the Southeast as
well. The show features vinyl record dealers from TIIE sml‘
across the country. 0]2
The Alabama Record Collectors Association was
formed in 1980 as a non-profit organization dedi- ']‘HE Nlﬁm
cated to the memory and preservation of recorded
music.

The show will feature thousands of records and
CDs brought to Gardendale with music from the
1940s through today in all genres. Many out-of-
print items will be available.

Record collecting has once again become big
business. For Russellville resident Kyle Glasgow,
his interest in vinyl records began when his great
aunt left him her collection after she passed away
13 years ago.

Glasgow's collection includes several 45s with
Elvis Presley songs, and hundreds of vinyls in vari-
ous musical genres.

At one time, Spruce Pine resident Gary Hendren's
record collection was in the tens of thousands.

That changed when a fire ravaged his former home @mm‘ E
in Warrior eight years ago and more than 30,000
records were destroyed. - 800 x 800

“After that, | didn't even want to think about get- COURTESY PHOTO
ting another records,” Hendren said. "But | heard @ the Five Satins’ ‘In the Still of the Night’ motivated Gary Hendren to rebuild his record collection.
song on the radio and it took me back to the day
and | said 'l need to get a copy of that record.' The song was In the Still of the Night by the Five Satins.

“So | started to build my collection back but decided only to collect my favorites—blues and doo-wop. | really don't concentrate on records that
have a value less than $100. Most of mine are rare, very clean and from the 1950s,” he added.

Hendren, 80, said the appeal of vinyl records is primarily about the music itself.

‘I was a teenager in the 1950s, so that's the music | like. I'm mainly a 45 guy and love owning the original records as produced in the 50s,”
he said. “That was the only music choice | had back when | was growing up—records and the radio. That was it.”

His rebuilt collection of vocal harmony records is considered to be one of the biggest in the southeast United States. And he still enjoys lis-
tening to them on his portable, battery-operated turntable with a built-in speaker.

“These 45s were put out in the early 1950s and 1960s and they didn't have stereo sound. They were mono all the way, so that's what
makes a record good to me,” Hendren said.

Show hours are 1 p.m.-7 p.m., on Friday, March 1 and 9 a.m.-5 p.m., on Saturday, March 2. Admission is $5 per day. A special $10 Early-
Bird admission is available on Friday beginning at 10 a.m.

You can learn more about ARCA and the show by visiting www.alabamarecordcollectors.org or on the Facebook page of Alabama Record
Collectors.

J CD SET

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns, cartoon panels, letters to the editor, recipes and other creative submissions
to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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Board approves declaration of emergency for
Phil Camphell High School

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Franklin County Board of Education approved a declaration of emergency for Phil Campbell High School at the board's January 25th meet-
Ing. ; AR m SR

The action came one week after the water ‘ ‘ i o &
line for the school's sprinkler system broke and
more than 330,000 gallons of water spilled
onto the first floor of the building. The initial
break came in the line above the concession
stand.

The gym floor and other parts of the school
received extensive water damage even though
the school custodian responded and cut off the
water approximately 15 minutes after the alarm
went off.

Board member Terry Welborn said there was
standing water more than four inches deep
when he arrived Thursday morning.

Although first responders and a professional
cleanup company were on sight the same day,
the damage was extensive enough for a 150- £
day contingency plan to be put in place as it's
unknown how long repairs will take.

Franklin County Superintendent of Education
Greg Hamilton said an adjuster from Risk
Management Services, which insures
Alabama's public schools, have inspected the
damage and two companies will bid on
removal of the gym floor.

Approving the declaration of emergency
allows school officials to circumvent the nor-
mally required bidding process where they can
go directly to contractors who have done work
for them previously or who can complete
repairs in an expedited time frame.

Phil Campbell basketball teams are practicing #& , i SO
in the Tharptown High School gym and Phil o T A COURTESY PHOTO
Campbell home games will be played at . . .

Tharptown, including the area basketball tour- PCES students honored the Franklin County Board of Education at its January

nament if the Bobcat girls win their area.  25th meeting as part of National School Board Recognition Month.
Hamilton said state design regulations require

sprinkler lines to be installed in the ceiling, below the insulation, so it's essentially a water line in the air.

“For what we dealt with, and a volume of water strong enough to move a full-size refrigerator across a room, it's a serious situation but could
have been worse,” Hamilton said. “But it will take some time to fix it, so the contingency plan is in place.”

In other agenda items, the board:

--approved an increase in the mileage rate reimbursement from 65.5 cents to 67 cents per mile, effective January 1, 2024.

--approved out-of-state trips including Belgreen varsity and junior varsity softball teams to Belmont, Miss., April 16, 2024, Vina High School 9th
and 11th grade to Shiloh Battleground, March 22, 2024, Tharptown High School varsity softball team to Belmonth, Miss., February 17, 2024,
Tharptown varsity baseball team to Wheeler High School, Booneville, Miss., March 2, 2024, Red Bay FFA to National Farm Machinery Show in
Louisville, Ky., February 15-17, 2024 and Phil Campbell Senior Class to New York City, March 25-29.

--was honored by students from Belgreen High School, Phil Campbell Elementary, Tharptown Elementary, Tharptown High School and Red
Bay Elementary and High Schools as part of National School Board Recognition Month.

--approved plans to attend the Legislative School Performance Recognition Program in Montgomery on February 8th. The event recognizes
the state's top 25 schools who showed improvement in their annual State Report Card from the previous year.

Two Franklin County Schools, Vina High School and Tharptown Elementary School, are among those 25 schools. Each school will receive
$8,000 from the state as a result of the improvements.

--approved personnel moves including: Resignation: Hanna Tess Harbour, Speech Therapist and Delana Hubbard, Child Nutrition Assistant,
Red Bay High School. Employment: Jade Hallmark, Special Education Aide RBES and Cassidy Mason, Special Education Teacher PCES.
Personal Leave of Absence for Angela Gilliland, Child Nutrition Program Assistant at RBHS through May 24, 2024, and new teacher substitutes
Samantha Marcum, Angelia Mims and Rickey Murrell.

Ce.
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