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SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

 
Schedule your first appointment by February 29, 2024 and receive a 

FREE Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

If You Don’t Detoxify Your BodyDetoxify Your Body       You Won’t Lose the WeightYou Won’t Lose the WeightIf You Don’t Detoxify Your Body     You Won’t Lose the WeightCALL NOW!

UNCLAIMEDUNCLAIMED  
FREIGHT NORTHFREIGHT NORTH

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

Heart Shaped Boxed Heart Shaped Boxed 

ChocolatesChocolates
$$553939  

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5
Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

Black Walnut Black Walnut 
and Aspen and Aspen 

Stump TableStump Table
with 4 Chairswith 4 Chairs
and Benchand Bench

DINING SETS SECTIONALS starting at $829.98

LIFT CHAIRS 
starting at $539.98

ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

  PROPANE AVAILABLE PROPANE AVAILABLE 
including for including for 
Motor HomesMotor Homes

WE HAVE 

AMMO

WE HAVE WE HAVE 
LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT

ZERO WALL RECLINERS starting at $229.98HICKORY EZ LOUNGER 

T  A  XT  A  X
REFUNDREFUND
SaleSale

LIFT CHAIRS 
starting at $539.98

IN-PERSON TAX
PREPARATION
Connect with a tax expert today.

526 Washington St
Brainerd, MN 56401(218) 824-9600

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: 9-5 Mon - Sat; 11-4 Sun

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!*

* on In Stock Items

 Locally 
Owned and 
Operated

Valentine's Day Sale!  Valentine's Day Sale!  
  Our Sofa & Loveseat 

Sale is Irresistible!

  Cuddle Up for Less

Treat Your Special Someone to a New Sofa Set!Treat Your Special Someone to a New Sofa Set!  

  Buy a SofaBuy a Sofa  at our LOW priceat our LOW price

  and purchase the matchingand purchase the matching

  "Love"seat"Love"seat    forfor 50%  50% offoff  
                                                     our LOW price!                                                     our LOW price!

lives that day, the County 
Board approved the Milford 
Mine Memorial Park concept 
in December of 2007. Phase 
1 of the project was com-
pleted in 2010 and included 
an access road, parking area 
and walking path construc-
tion. In 2011, the Minnesota 
Historical Society listed the 
Park as a site on the National 
Registry of Historic Places. 
Projects included in 2012 
were a sign at the entrance, a 
picnic shelter with three pic-
nic tables and two cooking 
grills, small-lakeside picnic 
area, benches, and a bike 
rack. Work in 2016 included 
a boardwalk, trails, kiosk 
construction and interpretive 
displays. Final work in 2017 
included a permanent out-
house, covered shelter, and 
canoe landing.
Milford Mine Memorial Park  
Expansion Grand Opening

Crow Wing County will 
also be hosting a grand open-
ing of the Milford Mine Me-
morial Park Expansion in 
June. The County is currently 
constructing an additional 
1.25 miles of walking trails 
that connect to addition-
al historical features and 

By ANN SCHWARTZ
[Editors note: This article 

is compiled from news and 
history reports from 1924 to 
the present day.]

Can anyone really mea-
sure the impact on a small 
town when 41 able-bodied, 
working miners are taken in 
a blink of an eye?

Wives are left to care for 
children alone. Babies yet to 
be born will never know their 
fathers. Townsfolk lost rela-
tives, neighbors, friends. All 
the skill sets, all the person-
alities and hopes and deter-
mination of 41 men were lost 
when they were swallowed 
up by water and mud in 15 
minutes . Thirty-three women 
were instantly widows and 88 

children were left fatherless. 
One mom of six, who was 
pregnant, went to work in 
the hayfields to support her 
brood. Two local women 
were in the process of giving 
birth and another was sick 
as the mine caved in. Word 
of their dead husbands took 
several days to reach them.

Seven miners made it to the 
top and escaped the oozing 
black mud. One was a teen-
age boy who said goodbye 
to his father, saw dad get 
swallowed up in the swampy 
mud and then made it to 
the surface – never to see 
his father again. Eerily, one 
miner was either tied to or 
tangled up in the rope for the 
whistle, causing it to blow 

unceasingly as he was in his 
death throes.

At a church service memo-
rial after the disaster, minis-
ters from all faiths and citi-
zens from throughout the Iron 
Range got together to mourn 
a huge community tragedy.

In 1917, Milford began 
producing ore and by 1924 
it reached a depth of 200 feet 
below the surface. The mine, 
known as the Ida Mae, was 
owned by George Crosby. 
Miners mined and shipped 
out 70,000 tons of ore in 
1924. Milford’s ore had a 
high manganese content, a 
mineral highly valued in the 
production of steel. Ore was 
shipped from the Cuyuna 
Range to Duluth. From there, 
the freighters took it to steel 
mills around the Great Lakes 
and Eastern United States.

Henry Davey took charge 
of the recovery efforts, de-
termined to remove all 41 
bodies to give their loved 
one’s closure. They removed 
timbers and cleared out mud, 
and Davey almost lost his 
own life many times during 
the recovery. In a sad tale, on 
March 20, 1924, the bodies 
of Valentine Cole and Minor 
Graves were recovered. They 

100 years since 41 miners died in mud and cold water
The Milford Mining Disaster on Feb. 5, 1924, remains the worst ever in Minnesota

Continued on Page 2

Milford Mine nicknamed Ida Mae.

found Cole’s brass ID check 
on him with the number 130. 
The two men were found at 
the rear of a tram car about 
50 feet into the 135-feet 
level. They were leaning 
against the car. Cole was 
struck across the left side of 
his face by a timber and the 
two were “clasped in each 
other’s arms.”

The last body was pulled 
out in November 1924 and 
the mine was restored to a 
working operation until it 
shut down in 1932 due to 
lack of demand for steel. It 
costs $1,000 a day to recover 
the bodies and $250,000 was 
spent getting the mine back 
online. Sadly, the families of 
the deceased got only $20 
each for the lives lost.
Remembrance February 5

The Cuyuna Range Her-
itage Network will present 
a Milford Mine 100th Anni-
versary event to commem-
orate the tragedy. It is set for 
Monday, February 5, at 7 p.m. 
in the Mayberry Auditorium 
of the Crosby-Ironton High 
School at 711 Poplar Street 
in Crosby.
Milford Mine Memorial Park

To remember and honor 
the 41 miners who lost their 
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WHITE OAK GRILL IS OPEN: THURSDAY 4-8 pm
FRIDAY  11 am-8 pm,  SATURDAY 8 am-8 pm 

AND SUNDAY 8 am-3 pm

BreakfastBreakfast
  is Served!  is Served!

  SATURDAYS 8-11SATURDAYS 8-11amam
                  ALL DAY SUNDAYS  8                  ALL DAY SUNDAYS  8am-3pm am-3pm 

17698 MN 6, DEERWOOD 

Thursdays 5pm-8pm

All You Can Eat** Broasted Chicken 
—Your choice of white or dark meat — 

Served with mashed potatoes & gravy, seasonal 
vegetable, coleslaw & a dinner roll $15

Fridays 5pm-8pm

All You Can Eat**Fish Fry 
Served with coleslaw, french fries, 

seasonal vegetable & a dinner roll $19

Saturdays 5pm-8pm

All You Can Eat** Shrimp and Ribs 
Devil's Washboard beer batter shrimp, 

smoked St. Louis style ribs, french fries, 
seasonal vegetable, salad & a dinner roll $29 

January SpecialsJanuary Specials

HAPPY HOUR HAPPY HOUR 
SPECIALS! SPECIALS! 

Starting Friday, Jan 26  

FRIDAYS 3-5pm SATURDAYS ALL DAY!

 ½ ½ priced Appetizers!  priced Appetizers!   
$2 OFF$2 OFF   DRAFT BEERS 

1/2 PRICE1/2 PRICE      GLASSES OF WINE 
$1 OFF $1 OFF    RAIL DRINKS

 ½ ½ priced Appetizers!  priced Appetizers! 
$2 OFF$2 OFF    DRAFT BEERS 

1/2 PRICE1/2 PRICE      GLASSES OF WINE 
$5 $5    RAIL DRINKS

POOL & SAUNAPOOL & SAUNA  areare  OPENOPEN
MON - THURSMON - THURS
8 8 amam-4:30 -4:30 pmpm

FRI & SATFRI & SAT
8 8 amam-8 -8 pmpm

SUN 8 SUN 8 amam-4 -4 pmpm

Daily Pool Pass Daily Pool Pass $5 $5 • Family Pass (• Family Pass (up toup to 6)  6) $20$20
25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

Ice 
Rink
    also 
Open

- Same as pool hours - 

Ruttger's Winter Market 
HOURS: THURSDAY-SATURDAY 9 am-7 pm & SUNDAY 9 am-3 pm 

Fun New 
Valentine's 
Gift Ideas  

Stop In and Shop
 Our Great Sales!

Saturday, Feb. 17 5-8pm
$150/couple Dinner includes a compliment glass of champagne
Reservations are required, call 218-678-4678 

Valentine's Sweetheart Dinner Valentine's Sweetheart Dinner 

$4$4 
Draft Beers

Area Code
Come celebrate all things 218 

This will be a weekend filled with 
events and activities at the
 resort, and great deals and

 opportunities in the community.

Friday, Feb. 16Friday, Feb. 16  11am-5pm11am-5pm  
American Red Cross Blood DriveAmerican Red Cross Blood Drive

 at Ruttger's Bay Lake Resort. at Ruttger's Bay Lake Resort.
To to Ruttger's Facebook page to sign up, 

spots are filling quickly!
Blood Drive

Saturday, Feb 17-Sunday, Feb 18. 218 Days Family Fun  We will 
have activities for all ages, including a pizza pool party, artisan/crafter 
fair, and more. Go to ruttgers.com for all the details.

Amuse Bouche 
Smoked Korean Beef Sushi Korean BBQ beef. pickled carrots. 

avocado, Fresno pepper, oyster sauce, sticky rice 

Appetizer (select one each) 

Winter Salad  Pickled pears, arugula, feta cheese, roasted pistachio's, 
red onion & pomegranate vinaigrette

-OR-

Beef Bourguignon Stew
 -OR-

Salmon & Avocado Ceviche Atlantic salmon, avocado & fresh 

citrus served inside Belgian endive cups.

Entree (select one each) 

Bison Short Rib Bison short rib braised in a blackberry demi-glace 
served with garlic red smashed potatoes & honey glazed carrots

-OR-

Duck Confit ¼ duck served with roasted parmesan & herb potatoes & 
asparagus puree

 -OR-

Cedar Plank Atlantic Salmon Atlantic salmon, avocado & 
fresh citrus served inside Belgian endive cups

-OR-

Surf 'n Turf Manhattan NY strip, lobster tail, drawn butter, whiskey pep-
percorn sauce served with garlic red smashed potatoes & honey glazed carrots

Dessert (shared) 

Baked Alaska Sponge cake, strawberry ice cream, chocolate ganache 
& torched meringue

Sundays 9am-Noon

Crepe Bar
Crepe's filled with your choice of 

Pineapple Upside-down, 
Strawberry or Blueberry compote. $3/each

Sundays 11am-3pm 
 Signature Wagyu Burgers 

with chips $12

TO-GO ONLY 
Broasted Chicken Buckets 

                           $5 off 

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CallCall
218-839-3371218-839-3371

scenic overlooks. Trails will 
incorporate new interpretive 
signage, over 1,000 feet of 
new boardwalk and two new 
picnic pavilions.

The public is encouraged 
to attend the grand opening. 
The Milford Mine Memorial 
Park is located at 26351 
Milford Lake Drive Crosby, 
MN 56441, approximately 
four miles north of Crosby 
following State Highway 6.

The X represents a miner that was killed in the Milford Mine collapse on Tuesday, Feb. 5, 1924.

Milford Mine Disaster 100 Year Commemoration | Continued from Page 1

Names of the 41 Souls Lost
The names of the 41 miners who lost their lives that tragic 

day are: Earl Bedard, John Maurich, Mike Bizal, Ronald 
McDonald, Oliver Burns, Arthur Myhres, George Butkovich, 
John Minerich, Emil Carlson, Nick Radich, Valentine Cole, 
Clyde Revord, Evan Crellin, Gaspar H. Revord, Roy Cun-
ningham, Nels Ritari, Minor Graves, Jerome Ryan, Clinton A. 
Harris, Tony Slack, Fred Harte, Joseph Snyder, Elmer Haug, 
Marko Toljan, John Hendrickson, Mike Tomac, John Hlach-
er, Martin Valencich, George Hochevar, Arthur Wolford, 
Herman Holm, John Yaklich, Frank Hrvatin, Sr., Fred Zeitz, 
William Johnson, Alex Jyhl, Victor Ketola, Leo J. LaBrash, 
Arvid Lehti, Peter Magdich and Henri Maki.

There will be wolf preda-
tion meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 9 at the 
Crosby High School Audito-
rium located at 711 Poplar 
St. in Crosby. The event 
is free of charge and will 
be conducted in an 
open-forum setting. 

State Rep. Ben Da-
vis, R-Mission Town-
ship, indicated large 
crowds have turned 
out for similar events 
across central and 
northern Minnesota 
in recent months. 
Davis said the dis-
cussions center on 
management of the 
gray wolf ,  which 
currently is on the 
federal endangered 
species list despite 
its population having 

fully rebounded. 
“There is a great deal of 

concern among local resi-
dents who see the soaring 
wolf population as a threat to 
their children, pets, livestock 
and even other wildlife – par-

ticularly our deer herd,” Da-
vis said. “I encourage people 
from our area to come to 
the listening session to learn 
more about this issue and 
share their own thoughts. If 
you are unable to attend the 

meeting, I urge you to 
contact U.S. Senators 
Amy Klobuchar and 
Tina Smith and ask 
them to remove the 
gray wolf from the en-
dangered species list.” 

The event is spon-
sored by Hunters for 
Hunters, a non-profit 
organization. White-
tail deer expert Steve 
Porter is scheduled 
to appear as a guest 
speaker. Davis and 
other area officials 
also are expected to 
attend.

Wolf predation meeting in Crosby
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Hoppers Helper’s Service DirectoryHoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Pet Care ServiCe

Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.   
tfn

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

     Heating & air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w47 2020

aPPlianCe SaleS & ServiCe
Jim Blakesley Appliance Service & Repair 
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin 
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air  
Condit ions, Sept ic Protectors, and MORE. 
Authorized Platinum Star Service. tfn

ContraCtorS  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2018w39

inSuranCe

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 
5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

READER RIBBETSREADER RIBBETS
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 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 
OPEN Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 

In response to the Krys Bob-
seen letter, the truth needs to be 
published.

About a 18 months ago Dan 
Bobseen (a township board 
member) was outvoted 2-1 re-
garding proposed expenditures 
for calcium chloride application 
and a 3 inch gravel “lift” to 
township roads.

The majority of residents want 
the road treated with calcium 
chloride and our road have 
deteriorated to the point there 
is no material to grade.

Dan Bobseen resigned. A 
new board member was ap-
pointed.

Last March, a faction led by 
Dan Bobseen waged a write-in 
campaign for a different person 
against the newly appointed 
board member. The write-in 
campaign failed widely. The 
results were certified, and the 
results were not disputed.

At the township meeting 
after the election, the Aitkin 
County Sheriff was present (no 
board member had asked him 
to come) and said it had been 
reported to him that question-
able actions have been occur-
ring at the Hazelton meetings/
elections. The SHERIFF said that 
there were reports of irregulari-
ties - NOT THE BOARD.

Some discussion of inappro-
priate behavior during the elec-
tion was discussed. It was stated 
that Dan Bobseen brought his 
thermos of coffee and spent 
significant time cajoling with the 

The 2024 legislative session 
soon will start amid growing 
concerns over how much more 
Democrats will use their pa-
per-thin, one-party control to 
push their radical agenda on 
Minnesotans.

If the 2023 session is any 
indication, those concerns are 
well-founded. Democrats spent 
the last session activist-legis-
lating by enacting the far-left’s 
wish list on both fiscal and 
policy issues. More moderate 
Minnesotans now may be suf-
fering buyer’s remorse after 
being baited by Democrats, 
who then broke promises and 
switched to passing extreme 
legislation, including:

•Allowing abortion up until 
the moment of birth.

•Sterilizing minors without 
their parents’ knowledge.

•Repealing life-saving care 
for children born alive.

•Eroding safety in our schools 
by causing resource officers to 
be pulled from schools across 
Minnesota.

•Placing tampons in boys’ 
bathrooms in schools.

•Performing mutilation for 
minors who live in other states 
(again, no permission needed 
by parents).

•Squandering the state’s 
$17.5 billion surplus (taxpayer 
money).

•Squandering the record 
surplus and still raising taxes 
by another $10 billion and 
spending $730,000,000 on ren-
ovating the State Office Building 
for politicians.

Election Judges and voters – a 
clear violation of election laws.

Those election Judges are 
known supporters of Dan Bob-
seen and included the Township 
Clerk. There is a question if these 
‘Judges’ completed the required 
training.

There were irregularities at 
the Township Election  by Dan 
Bobseen and supporters of the 
write-in candidate.

Subsequently, the Clerk com-
mented that it was hard finding 
Election Judges.

I volunteered LAST SPRING 
to be an Election Judge. I had 
no discussions with anyone 
beforehand. This fall I contact-
ed the Aitkin County Auditor’s 
Office to inquire about training 
a they walked me through the 
process. Again, all this was done 
never having discussed this with 
anyone.

Election Judges are not life-
time appointments. Election 
Judges are appointed every 
election cycle. 

The Board choose 3Election 
Judges: 1) Township Treasurer 2) 
me 3) A woman I do not know.

Given the facts, the Board 
would have been negligent in 
appointing the previous Election 
Judges.

I have attended most of our 
township meetings for the past 
30 years.  I have never seen Krys 
Bobseen at a meeting. It is obvi-
ous she did not draft “her letter.”

By the way, if anyone finds 
FREE calcium chloride, please 

•Undermining of our 2nd 
and 4th Amendment rights.

•Compromising our first 
Amendment freedom of speech 
rights (biased speech registry).

• Stifling our mining industry.
• Making our power grid 

unaffordable, unreliable and 
unsafe.

• Redistributing dollars 
earned by hard-working Min-
nesotans.

• Empowering criminals.
• Issuing driver’s licenses for 

all illegal residents (they now 
may flood into our state).

• Conducting automatic vot-
er registration for anyone getting 
a driver’s license (which could 
pose massive election integrity 
issues when combined with the 
previous bullet).

This list of extreme Democrat 
changes serves as a blaring call 
for balance in St. Paul. Fellow 
Republicans and I will continue 
advocating a different set of pri-
orities to help all Minnesotans, 
including:

• Reducing taxes for the 
hard-working middle class.

•Increasing financial in-
dependence and prosperity 
(which would include for single 
moms).

•Allowing independent 
school districts more flexibility 
to put their financial resources 
to best use in educating chil-
dren.

•Improving safety in our 
schools.

•Supporting freedom of 
speech.

let the world know.
And, if anyone knows of a 

Township that uses Certified 
Mechanics to change plow 
blades, etc., please forward that 
information to me.

Finally, the 3 inch road lift 
(and chloride application) is 
supported by the majority.

(Note: NO roads the Super-
visors live on were included 
in the first 5 miles of 3 inch lift 
completed last year).

 In short, about the only truth-
ful item in Bobseen’s letter is that 
Calcium Chloride is not free.

 Yes, please attend the meet-
ings. Do not let ignorant (or 
deceitful) people guide your 
opinion.

Waldan McFarlane, Aitkin

• Enhancing medical free-
dom.

• Developing energy inde-
pendence.

• Protecting children who 
are ripped from their mother’s 
womb (yes, this is being done 
up until birth).

• Making Minnesota a min-
ing-friendly state.

• Restoring law and order.
• Honoring our veterans.
• Conducting fair and honest 

elections for citizens.
• Defending all of our 

God-given constitutional rights.
• Reversing the ever-growing 

beast of big government.
• Managing of our natural 

resources responsibly.
• Cutting unreasonable and 

unnecessary mandates on our 
farmers and job creators.

As you can see, there’s a 
massive difference between 
what Democrats and Repub-
licans prioritize. Please keep 
this in mind as the 2024 session 
unfolds under full Democrat 
control and as you ponder 
how you envision the future in 
Minnesota.

As always, I welcome input 
from District 6A residents as 
we face important decisions 
in the coming months and be-
yond. I’d like to know whether 
these changes Democrats are 
enacting reflect your wishes, or 
if you would rather see a more 
balanced set of priorities such as 
what Republicans are offering. 

Minnesota State Rep.,
 Ben Davis

Hazelton Township is awakeBalance not Democrat extremism

RILEY’S NAPA RILEY’S NAPA 
AUTO SUPPLYAUTO SUPPLY

AITKIN • 218-927-2153

 LARGEST 
SELECTION 
of hydraulic hose & fittings

up thru 2” 4 wire 

MINNESOTA’SMINNESOTA’S

rileyautosupply.com

ONE OF

Appliance Service & Repair
Aitkin

218-927-2027
1-888-450-8845

For more information call

Frigidaire
White-Westinghouse

Gibson
Kelvinator

Tappan 
Electrolux

Asko

  

Maytag
KitchenAid 

Amana
Jenn-Air

Roper
Whirlpool
Crosley

Amana Commercial Products
Frigidaire Commercial Products 
Kelvinator Commercial Products
Electrolux Commercial Products

AuthorizedAuthorized
PlatinumPlatinum

Star ServiceStar Service
Serving All Makes • Over 35 Years Experience

jlblak@embarqmail.com

LEGAL LEGAL 
NOTICENOTICE

(Published in NewsHopper
 Saturday, Jan. 27, Feb. 3, 

and Feb.10, 2024)
 LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING
The Libby Township Board 

will meet online at 5:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, February 13, 2024 
to discuss matters that may 
come before the board. The 
meeting will be conducted via 
Zoom. Contact Jane Jewett, 
clerk, at jane@janesfarm.com 
to request the Zoom link. 

Dated this 16th day
 of January, 2024

Jane Grimsbo Jewett, Clerk
Libby Township  

2.63
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CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & Tyrel LaValle, pastors; 

Worship 10:15 am & 6pm; youth group Wed. 6pm;  11-1st 
Street SW;  newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 9 & 10:45 

Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church (formerly The 

Journey North) Tom Hoffman, interim pastor, Worship 
10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - The Journey North, Worship 9 & 10:30, 218-824-
5617 thejourneynorth.com 

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 pm; Wed. 
Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  Pastor Chris Meirose; 927-3678; SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory Family night, KidMin grades 
kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 

Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 
Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter  — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen  — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, Rabi Frank Dell, 

for information 320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

Aitkin (Cedarbrook) — St. John’s (ELCA); Worship 9:00;  
Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township  — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd  — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd*  — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 8:30; 

SS 10; Bible Study Wed. 7 pm; handicap accessible. 
218-546-6910

Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.
com • 218-692-3682 Kristin Oltmann, Senior Pastor; Becky 
Swanson, Associate Pastor Labor Day-Mem. Day: Sun. 
9:30am, Wed. 6:15pm; Mem. Day-Labor Day: Sun. Indoor 
8:30am, Outdoor 10am

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9:30, SS 10. 
Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. (Hand-
icap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS), Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 
10:30,  (alternates with Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 
Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — LCMC Lutheran Congregations in Mission for 
Christ (formerly Bethesda) 11:30 service. Communion 1st 
& 3rd Sunday each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, 

MN 56425 
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30, Bible Study 

10:30; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.aitkinadventist.
org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor 
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services 

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Celebration of Life • Pre-Planning Services  

Jason Brezinsky 

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

Directors: www.srtfuneral.comJerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

To become a sponsor of the church 
directory contact Eric at 218-821-1393 

or hopper@crosbyironton.net 218-927-2027
 Toll free: 1-888-450-8845

Appliance Service & Repair

Call

www.NewsHopper.Net

hopper@crosbyironton.net

IRENUS “FINNER” FINN
Irenus “Finner” Finn, 86, of 

Aitkin died Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024 
in Aitkin Health Service, Aitkin.

To honor Finner’s wishes, no 
services will be held.

He was born in Sauk Rapids 
on August 28, 1937. Irenus 
was united in marriage to Mary 
“Sue” Degeest on October 

24, 1959 in Lead, South Dakota.  Finner enjoyed 
fishing, camping and especially spending time with 

his family.
Irenus is survived by his wife, Sue Finn; children: 

Steven (Gay) Finn and Scott (Cindy) Finn; two 
grandchildren, Sandy and Natasha; four great-grand-
children: Logan, Taylor, Tyler and Rilee; a great-
great-grandchild, Kingston; several other relatives 
and friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Arrangements were with the Sorensen-Root-Thomp-

son Funeral Home and Cremation Service of Aitkin. 
Leave online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

MARK BLAZEVIC
Mark Thomas Blazevic, 73, 

of McGregor, died at his home 
on Tuesday, January 16, 2024, 
after a long battle with Cancer.  
Mark managed his illness with 
strength and grace and wanted 
to spend as much time with his 
loved ones as possible. 

Family and friends are wel-
come to attend a celebration of life on May 11, 2024 
in McGregor.  The time and place of the celebration 
will be posted when confirmed. 

He was born December 28, 1950 in Minneapolis 
to Nick and Joanne (Lindquist) Blazevic. He grew 
up in Minneapolis with his older brother and three 
younger sisters and graduated from Washburn 
High School. Mark did everything with honesty and 
integrity. He had strong values, was well liked by 
everyone, and he always made time to help others.  
He was a devoted father and grandfather who 
created a fun environment for everyone.  He loved 

being outdoors and his hobbies included fishing, 
hunting, and working on anything that needed fix-
ing. He enjoyed watching the Minnesota Vikings and 
was an avid football fan. Even in his last few days, 
he told stories from throughout his life, and he had 
a dream where he would be the one in the family 
to catch a 30 inch+ walleye!  He liked that dream.

Mark is survived by his life partner of 18 years, 
Trudy Bunge of McGregor; children: Nick (Monique) 
Blazevic of Lakeville and Angela Blazevic (Seth) of 
Prior Lake; four grandchildren: Makenzie Blazevic, 
Hunter Blazevic, Bryce Blazevic, and Morgan Zdon; 
older brother, Michael Blazevic; younger sisters: 
Cindy Blair and Kathy Blazevic; many beloved 
cousins, nieces, nephews, and dear friends.  

He was preceded in death by his parents; sister, 
Sandra Blazevic, and his nephew Wade Johnson.

Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral 
Home and Cremation Service in McGregor. Leave  
online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

ESTHER O’NEIL 
Esther “Jo” O’Neil, 92, of Aitkin died peacefully 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 at Aitkin Health 
Services.  

A celebration of Jo’s life will be 1:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, January 27, 2024 at the United Methodist 
Church Pine Lake Chapel in the Aitkin-Cutler area.  
Visitation will be one hour prior to the service at the 
church.  Following the service at the church Join 
Jo’s family at the Hazelton Town Hall for refresh-
ments and fellowship.

She was born April 30, 1931 in La Crosse, WI. to 
Earl and Esther (Beeler) Johnson.  She grew up in La 
Crosse and graduated from Login High School.  Jo 
met the love of her life, William “Bill” O’Neil and they 
were united in marriage March 22, 1952 in Cresco, 
IA.  They raised their family in Andover and Isanti, 
then retired to the Aitkin area where Bill’s family 
was from. Jo started a sewing business, “Decorator 
Sewing”, which for 25 years, her and Bill traveled to 
many craft shows and met many wonderful people 

and made many crafter friends. 
Jo is survived by her sons: Steve O’Neil (Terri) of 

Brainerd, Dan O’Neil (Peggy) of Brainerd;  daugh-
ters: Roxanne Shimek (Dean) of Aitkin, Tammy Gage 
(Sean) of Faribault and Mary O’Neil of Hastings; 18 
grandchildren; many great-grandchildren; brother, 
Nelson Johnson of Oregon; sister, Mary Martinson 
of Oregon; sister-in-law, Deloris Johnson of WI; 
brother-in-law, Jerry Palm of WA; many special 
nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.

 She was preceded in death by her husband of 
69 years, Bill O’Neil; son, Michael O’Neil; grand-
son, Jim O’Neil; parents: Earl and Esther Johnson;  
brothers: Walter Johnson of La Crosse, Ralph 
Johnson of Saint Paul; sister, Audrey Hancock of 
Kentucky.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

RICHARD GRIPP
Richard Floyd Gripp, 98, of 

Princeton, formerly of Mille Lacs 
Lake, Aitkin, died Wednesday, 
January 17, 2024 in Sterling 
Pointe Senior Living, Princeton.

 Services was held Wednes-
day, January 24, 2024 at 
Bethesda Lutheran Church, 
Malmo with Pastor James 

Muske officiating Military Honors 
were provided by Aitkin American 
Legion Post #86 and Aitkin V.F.W. 
Post #1727. Private Interment will 

be in Crystal Lake Cemetery, Minneapolis.  
He was born October 25, 1925 to Floyd and 

Gladys (Zopfi) Gripp in South St. Paul.  Richard was 
united in marriage to Miriam Reynolds on January 
11, 1945 and they had two daughters, Nancy and 
Kathleen. He enlisted January 26, 1945 in the United 
States Navy and fought in WWII on Wake Island until 
May 25, 1946.  Miriam passed away in July of 1964. 
In 2015, Dick was out for dinner one night with his 
buddy, a woman asked if she could join them.  They 
both had been friends with her and her family for 
many years. That’s when Judy entered his life and 
he was so happily in love. They were together for 

nine years until Richard moved to Sterling Pointe.  
He was a friend of all friends. If anyone needed 
help of any kind, Dick was there to help.  He loved 
building Martin birdhouses, many of them can be 
seen on properties on Mille Lacs Lake. Dick was an 
avid sportsman and enjoyed fishing and hunting.  He 
belonged to the Wealthwood Rod and Gun Club.  He 
also was a pretty good bowler and played baseball 
for many years.  Dick was a member of Aitkin Amer-
ican Legion Post#86 for 78 years.

Dick is survived by his daughter, Nancy (Julius) 
Dorweiler; girlfriend, Judy Stahl and her family; sis-
ter, Phyllis Bartz; two grandsons: Tony (Cara) Pence, 
Scott (Nicole) Pence; granddaughter, Nikki Quiles; 
nine great-grandchildren: Alyssa, Morgan, Collin, 
Jack, Austin (Lauren), Marissa, Amelia, Sebastian 
and Benjamin; great-great-granddaughter: Emer-
son; nieces and nephews: Barb Klecker, Joshua, 
Jacob, Tim (Kim) Bartz, Heather and Hunter.

Dick was preceded in death by his parents; wife, 
Miriam; daughter, Kathleen Proulx; significant other, 
Mary Englund.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.
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Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the NewsHopper

NewsHopper Classified Order Form

Name _________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

City ___________________________ State  ________ Zip _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per week for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per week for three to twelve issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per week for thirteen or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words ________________

Rate per Word x _______________

Additional Costs + ______________

Total Per Week ________________

Number of Weeks x _______________

TOTAL COST OF AD ________________

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.

NewsHopper TM

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

Cable/INterNetCable/INterNet

BEST SATELLITE TV with 
2 Year Price Guarantee! 
$59.99/mo with 190 chan-
nels and 3 months free pre-
mium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 
855-824-1258. (mcn)
FREE high-speed inter-
net for those that qualify. 
Government program for 
recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid,SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-866-443-3789. (mcn)

Cable/INterNetCable/INterNet

CoNt.CoNt.
DIRECTV Sports Pack. 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro 
and college sports LIVE. 
Plus over 40 regional and 
specialty networks included. 
NFL, College Football, MLB, 
NBA, NHL, Golf and more. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-866-296- 1409. 
(mcn)
Switch to DISH and get up 
to a $300 gift card! Plus get 
the Multisport pack included 
for a limited time! Hurry, call 
for details: 1-855-434-0020. 
(mcn)

GolfGolf

Golf Cart Batteries $159.99 
w/exchange. Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 927-2153  tfn

HealtH/MedICalHealtH/MedICal
 

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance -NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258. (mcn)
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER and 65+? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash 
award. NO obligation! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us 
help!! Call 24/7, 1-866-533-
1701. (mcn)

HealtH/MedICal HealtH/MedICal 
CoNt.CoNt.

AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 
855-846-4036. (mcn)
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)
Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today! 1-877-916-
2093. (mcn)
LOW-COST HEALTH COV-
ERAGE. Government sub-
sidies available for families 
earning $111,000 or less a 
year. See if you qualify. Call 
for your free quote! 1-888-
772-8454 (mcn)

Help waNtedHelp waNted

Truck driver with CDL, must 
have 3-5 years’ experience 
required, Diesel mechanic 
certified with 3-5 years’ 
experience, Office manager 
with QuickBooks, payroll, 
and transportation industry 
experience. contact 218-
927-3320 for further infor-
mation.

safessafes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair 
and locked safes opened  
• Heavy and light duty gun 
safes and vault doors on 
hand • High security safes 
for gold and silver • 320-360-
5431 w53

 
traIlerstraIlers

Utility Trailer brake & sus-
pension parts Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 218-927-2153

waNted waNted 

Buying and selling silver 
bars, silver dollars, rare 
coins, gold coins, gold jew-
elry, any gold-silver items, 
collector coins, currency. 
Kuehl’s Coins, Fairmont, 
MN, 507-235-3886/507-
399-9982. (mcn)

NewsHopper

Deadlines are 
Mondays at 

Noon

Koop Funeral Home
32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director • Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

Over 80 Years of Caring 
Service on the Cuyuna Range 

& Surrounding Areas

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/28/2024 North

Want FREE INTERNET
for your connected devices?
You may qualify for free access to high-quality 
internet if you meet the FCC’s Aff ordable 
Connectivity Program guidelines.

Call Today! 
(866) 433-5324

Plus! Get an 
Android Tablet
for a one-time copay of $20. 
Plus, free S&H.
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• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance

The only Indoor 
garden that grows 30 
plants in just 2 sq ft.

THE GARDYN HOME KIT 3.0

GARDYNDEAL.COM/102 

Scan and use code SUNFLOWER
at checkout to see latest savings!
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                                     Week of January 28, 2024             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS
FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 

for those that qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select programs 
include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Bene ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus off er: An-
droid tablet FREE with one-time $20 
copay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free in-
formational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 posi-
tive reviews. Call 855/534-9138

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off  for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and vi-
sually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous year-end tax credit. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501

IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? 
We’re here for it and here for you. Reach 
your goals this year with Weight Watchers. 
Get started with THREE months FREE, 
visit www.weightwatchersoff er.com/48

STATEWIDE ADS ONLY $279

BOGO  
40% OFF
OFFER ENDS 4/30

855-502-6514

Get your free information kit 
and see if you qualify:

877-326-1608

Timeshare Cancellation
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-839-3371 Call 218-839-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices! Now DoingNow Doing

Spray FoamSpray Foam
 Insulation Insulation

We Do We Do 
Ice DamIce Dam
RepairRepair

on Roofs!on Roofs!

  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Full Service Snow Removal
 Blowing Sidewalks and Drives • Plowing

Snow Blowing • Roof Snow & Ice Removal 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for Call for 
a FREE a FREE 
QuoteQuote

Electronic 
Tax Filing
Available

Dale R. MoRRis, CPa
214 - 1st Ave. NW  •  Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm;  or by appointment

Jeff Wiberg HarDwood Floors
Installing | Sanding | Refinishing

OVER 20 Years Experience

Jeff Wiberg, Owner

218-330-2576

Check me out on facebook

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

Woman of the MooseWoman of the Moose
Homemade Pizza Homemade Pizza 

Thurs., February 15Thurs., February 15
 1st & 3rd Thursdays 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  1st & 3rd Thursdays 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., Feb. 14Wed., Feb. 14
Shrimp Dinner

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., Feb. 7Wed., Feb. 7
Prime Rib

Sandwich and Soup and Soup
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., Feb. 28Wed., Feb. 28
Super Burgers

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., Feb. 21Wed., Feb. 21
Chow Mein 

and  Egg Rolls and  Egg Rolls 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Fri., Feb. 9Fri., Feb. 9
Steak & Lobster

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

OPEN TO MEMBERSHIP & GUESTS
Come and see what the Moose is about!

Aitkin Moose Lodge
22 4th St. NE, Aitkin
  located 2 blocks north

of the stoplight turn right/ left side 
218-927-2072

Hours: Mon.-Fri. open at 4 p.m., Sat. open at Noon!  

Hall Available for Rent Hall Available for Rent (Seats 225) Weddings, (Seats 225) Weddings, 
Reunions, Graduation & Other EventsReunions, Graduation & Other Events

Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.

Meat RaffleMeat Raffle
Every Saturday Every Saturday 6 p.m. 6 p.m. 

 

a bygone era, an opportunity 
to relive the magic of classic 
elevator pop that once graced 

the lobbies and elevators of 
iconic buildings. Retrofizz’s 
repertoire includes both be-

loved classics and original 
compositions inspired by the 
golden age of elevator music.

Get ready to step into a 
time capsule of musical nos-
talgia as Retrofizz, the sensa-
tional band dedicated to the 
enchanting tunes of 1960’s 
elevator pop, takes center 
stage at The Ripple Center 
in Aitkin on Saturday, Feb. 3 
at 7 p.m.

Retrofizz, known for their 
unique dedication to the 
often-overlooked genre of 
elevator pop, promises an 
unforgettable evening filled 
with the smooth melodies 
and sophisticated harmonies 
that defined the elevator 

music scene of the 1960s. 
Elevator pop, with its jazzy 
undertones and easy-lis-
tening vibes, is the perfect 
soundtrack for a journey back 
in time.

Fans and music enthusiasts 
alike can expect a perfor-
mance that transcends the 
ordinary, transporting them 
to the era of sleek elevators, 
swanky lounges, and time-
less melodies. Retrofizz’s 
commitment to authenticity 
ensures a genuine experience 
that captures the essence of 
1960’s elevator pop with a 

modern twist.
This event is not just a 

concert; it’s a celebration of 

Retrofizz: Elevating Aitkin with a nostalgic 1960’s elevator pop symphony 

at 9 a.m. in the Crow Wing 
County Land Services Oak 
Meeting Room. The SWCD 
Board Meetings are open to 
the public.

Please e-mail tasha@cws-
wcd.org or call 218-828-
6197 to be notified of future 
SWCD Board Meetings.

To find out more about the 
SWCD, visit https://www.
cwswcd.org.

Crow Wing Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District 
(SWCD) will host a special 
SWCD Board Meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb. 7 from 9 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the 
Land Services Building, Ma-
ple Meeting Rooms (located 
on the first floor of the Land 
Services Building).

At this meeting, the SWCD 
Supervisors and SWCD Staff 

will review and discuss 17 
potential conservation proj-
ects, including tree planting, 
shoreline planting, removal 
of invasive plants, and other 
practices that help maintain 
water and soil quality in the 
area.

The SWCD administers 
grants and contracts avail-
able for landowners to do 
conservation projects in 

the area. Funding sources 
include the Environmen-
tal Natural Resources Trust 
Fund, the Board of Water Soil 
Resources (BWSR) Water-
shed-based Implementation 
Funding, other BWSR grant 
programs, and other grants 
or contracts.

The SWCD Board of Su-
pervisors meets on the third 
Wednesday of the month 

Funding conservation projects to be reviewed

Knute Nelson Hospice in 
Alexandria, MN. She is an 
inspirational speaker, author 
of the “Morning God Boost 
Journal” and founder of KT 
Humble Hearts Foundation. 
She is also certified in Death 
and Grief Studies through 
the Center for Loss and Life 
Transition. 

The gathering is also a time 
to join Unlimited Learning or 
renew your membership for 
2024. Dues are $60/person 
or $110/couple. 

To recognize American 
Heart Month, Unlimited 
Learning will host two pro-
fessionals who will share 
their expertise about keeping 
your heart healthy, managing 
care and making the end-of-
life journey on Monday, Feb. 

12 at 1:30 p.m. The program 
will be in the Forum Room 
at the Crosby-Ironton High 
School in Crosby. It’s free 
for members and $10.00 for 
non-members.

Eric Fenstad, M.D., is 
a cardiologist at Essentia 

Health-St. Joseph’s Clinic in 
Brainerd. He is a graduate 
of the University of North 
Dakota School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences and 
completed a four-year car-
diovascular fellowship at 
the Mayo School of Health 
Sciences. He has spent the 
last year providing cardiolo-
gy care at some of Essentia’s 
more rural clinics, including 
Pierz, Crosslake and Pine 
River. Deb Hadley is Be-
reavement Coordinator at 

Managing heart health and end of life care
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