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CHARITY

+

S P T L I G H T

Eric Vanzant

Whispers of Hope 

A Pathway to 
Partnership  
Sue Fulmer's 
influential path 
to community 
advocacy and 
connection 





Same Great Staff Same Great Staff 
Serving At Two Serving At Two 

Premier LocationsPremier Locations

931-967-2345
405 Sharp Springs Rd.
Winchester, TN 37398
www.watsonfhtn.com

931-967-2222
300 First Avenue NW 
Winchester, TN 37398

www.moorecortner.com

931-967-2998
300 1st Ave NW 

Winchester, TN 37398
www.franklinmemorialgardens.com

931-581-4234
300 1st Ave.

Winchester, TN 3798
www.winchestermonument.com

Wherever a beautiful soul has been there is a trail of beautiful memories.
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Authorized Shipping Center

209 S. Jefferson St., Winchester, TN

(931) 967-5777 • www.shipwithmrpostman.com

Pack, Ship, Fax, Scan, Email, Copy, Laminating, 
Mailbox Suite Rental, Shredding Service

UPS &  FedEx UPS &  FedEx ShippingShipping

Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track Hoe
Site Prep

Demolition

Roads & Driveways
Grade Work

Pads
Ponds & Lakes

Underground Utilities

Complete Rock 
Hammer/Rock 

Removal

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

WE CAN DO IT ALL!WE CAN DO IT ALL!
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NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

StanMcNabbChevy.com and StanMcNabbCDJ.com!

MOVING SALE SPECIALS

Chevrolet Buick GMC 
Sales: (931) 455-3451
Service: (877) 427-5222

Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Sales: (931) 408-9662 
Service: (931) 408-9671

All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee. Prices subject to change & vehicle availability.

2023 Jeep 
Wrangler 
Sport S

2023 Ram 1500 Big Horn

MSRP:  $56,740
Discounts:  $6,000
Stan’s Price:  $50,740

Stk#C2220

2024 Chrysler 
Pacifica 
Limited

MSRP:  $58,150
Discounts:  $2,500
Stan’s Price:  $55,650

Stk#C2384

MSRP:  $47,970
Discounts:  $3,980
Stan’s Price:  $43,990

Stk#C2281

2024 Jeep 
Wrangler 
4xE

Call (931) 408-9662

MSRP:  $59,620
Discounts:  $5,750
Stan’s Price:  $53,870

Stk#C2380
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Recognized and honored as 
Franklin County's finest Funeral Home,

THANK YOU FOR PLACING YOUR TRUST 
IN US FOR OVER A CENTURY.

A Franklin County Tradition

Experiencing  lives,

sharing  stories,

& healing  hearts
one family at a time.

300 First Avenue N.W.
Winchester, Tennessee 37398

www.moorecortner.com • 931-967-2222

Franklin County's only Life Celebration Home

Life Celebration
CREATING COLOR AND LIGHT IN TIMES OF DARKNESS
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Doggie Doos & MoreDoggie Doos & More

Call For Appointment

931-247-1699
1660 Decherd Estill Rd., Winchester, TN

wagsandwigglestn.com

Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithssepticpumping.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Let Us Take Care Of 
Your Septic Tanks

32 Memorial Drive
Winchester, TN 37398
(931) 967-0200
elkriverhrofwinchester.com

Sign On 
Bonuses

Apply in person at: 
32 Memorial Dr. Winchester, TN 
or online at: ElkRiverHRofWinchester.com

We now offer Pay 
in Lieu of Benefits 
for FT Nurses and CNAs

Nursing positions require a 
Tennessee certification. 
Long-term care experience a plus.

• RN’s & LPN’s - Night Shift
  $6,000 Sign On Bonus

• CNA’s
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(931) 962-8897(931) 962-8897

Machinery Repair Machinery Repair 
& Consignment Sales& Consignment Sales

8521 Tullahoma Hwy., Estill Springs, TN8521 Tullahoma Hwy., Estill Springs, TN

• Parts 
• Service

• Lawn & Garden
• Farm

• Tuff Rib Panel
• PBR Panel
• Watson Wave Panel
• 5V Panel
• Corrugated Panel
• Standing Seam Panels in  
   1", 1.5" & 2"
• Mechanical Seam panels
• Board & Patton Panels
• Metal Shingles

• Perforated Panels in  
  20+ Colors
• Custom Bent Trims
• Roll-Form Standard Trims
• Closures
• Screws For Wood & Metal
• Stock Screws 1" - 3"
• Over Size Screws
• Solar Seasl All
• Colors & Clear

WHAT WE CARRY

We Roll-Form and Manufacture Metal 
Roofing and Supplies, and we service 
all of Middle Tennessee and 
surrounding areas.

WATSON METALS

Over 20 Years Of Quality Service & Experience
Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
238 Interstate Dr., Manchester, TN watsonmetals.comwatsonmetals.com

931-728-8185

Winchester PodiatryWinchester Podiatry
155 Hospital Rd. Suite 1 • Anderton/Smith 155 Hospital Rd. Suite 1 • Anderton/Smith 
Building at the hospital in Winchester.Building at the hospital in Winchester.

Charles D. Ganime, DPM, FACFASCharles D. Ganime, DPM, FACFAS

FootFoot & &  Ankle CareAnkle Care
• Diabetic Foot Care
• Sports Injuries
• Heel & Arch Pain

• Ingrown Toenails
• Hammertoes
• Foot & Ankle Care

• Bunions
• Warts

(931) 968-9191 • www.winchesterpodiatry.com

1201 Dinah Shore Blvd.
Winchester, TN 37398 
(931) 967-2777

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. & 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Bennett’s 
Pharmacy

bennettspharmacywinchester.com

New for Spring!New for Spring!
ByBy

VINTAGE COLLECTION
13 Qt Cooler with Interchangeable Straps



From our 
publishing 

partner

“I am so excited to be 
the publishing part-
ner for Good News 
Franklin County. 
It’s an absolute joy 
to be part of this 
uplifting publication, 
inspiring readers 
and helping local 
businesses thrive. If 
you would like to be-
come an advertising 
partner to spread the 
Good News, please 
give me a call.”

Sandra Thomas
Publishing Partner
(931) 308-7898
sandra@goodnewsmags.com

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? 
Let us know what you think! 
Follow us and leave a review 
on Facebook. Search Good 
News Franklin County or 
send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com

I N THE quiet corners around us, away 
from negativity, thrive the true heartbeats 

of our community — the local charities and 
the selfless individuals who support them. 
It’s in these spaces, often unnoticed, where 
the most profound acts of kindness blossom, 
nurturing the soul of our town the way gentle 
rain nourishes our earth.

These charities are the sturdy bridges over 
turbulent waters for many among us. Behind 
each food drive, each fundraiser, and each 
helping hand are people like those featured 
in this issue. They are the pillars of our 
community, often foregoing recognition and 
reward, driven by a simple yet powerful desire 
to make a difference. These are our neighbors, 
our friends, perhaps even strangers, who 
embody the purest form of love — giving 
without expecting anything in return.

The beneficiaries of these charities 
are not just faceless names on a list. 
They are people with hopes and dreams, 
often finding themselves in situations 
beyond their control. The support they 
receive is more than just material aid; it’s 
a message that they are not forgotten. 
Their community stands with them in 
hours of need.

This cycle of giving and receiving 
creates a harmony that resonates through 
our streets, echoing in the laughter of 
children at a community center or the 
grateful smiles at a food pantry. It’s a 
reminder that, in the hustle of everyday 
life, the most impactful moments are 
often the quiet acts of kindness.

Good News Magazine thanks you for 
keeping our hometown’s heart beating. GN

 
Wesley Bryant,
MANAGING EDITOR

Heartbeats of 
Our Hometown
We celebrate the silent 
heroes among us.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
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goodnewsmags.com/stories

Tell us 
something 
good

We want to build stronger communities 
through positive, local stories. We can’t 
do that without your submissions. Submit 
a story idea, and it could be featured in 
the magazine.
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Hope and healing are on 
the horizon

A passion for paws

Isaiah 117 House offers 
hope to foster children

Vivid Journey Decherd

 14 

 20 

 26 

 32 

Photography by Brooke Snyder

Dr. Helton➤
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This section of the magazine 
covers local positive stories
you may have missed.

Submit a positive story
on our website: 

 

goodnewsmags.com
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A car accident inspires the Ratcliffes 
to turn challenges into opportunities.
By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Brooke Snyder

Hope and healing 
are on the horizon   

A CLOSE-KNIT FAMILY faced life-altering challenges 
yet found strength and resilience through community 
support. Matthew Ratcliffe, a young man with a promising 

football career ahead, encountered a devastating accident that 
would change the course of his life. However, his story is not just 
one of struggle; it's proof of the power of prayer, faith, unity, and 
even strangers.

Born and raised in Franklin County, Matthew comes from a 
tight-knit community. His parents, BJ and Andrea, who also hail 
from the area, ran a small business before BJ was involved in an ac- Matthew

Ratcliffe
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"This is a great family. They have a lot of stuff on their plate, 
and the fact that they can make an effort to help other charitable 
organizations when they've got so much on their plate themselves 
just really blew me away," she said. 

Witnessing Matthew rise from his wheelchair to present her 
family with the award was inspirational for many, including nu-
merous attendees. 

"I was in medical research and development for seven years. 
I realized immediately, without knowing this young man's story, 
what an amazing thing it was for him to stand up." 

The recent senior night at the football game provided a glimpse 
into the emotional journey of the Ratcliffe family. Matthew, a ded-
icated member of the football team before the accident, received a 
heartfelt tribute from his peers. Despite the challenges, he remains 
an integral part of the team, with coaches even extending an invi-
tation for him to join as a coach next year.

The Ratcliffes, though emotionally impacted by the milestones 
their son was missing, remain hopeful. Matthew's involvement in 
football had left an indelible mark on his life, and the community's 
continued support became a source of encouragement.

Even through adversity, the community continues to stand by 
the Ratcliffe family. Their unwavering dedication to Matthew's re-
covery is demonstrated through financial support, attending foot-
ball games, providing encouragement, and acknowledging import-
ant milestones, such as Senior Night.

“The community has been very supportive to us through this 
entire ordeal. With the fundraiser that the church had, we had 
a tremendous turnout. It was very humbling. Different churches 
have reached out. There was one church that made him a blanket 
and sent it to us, and that's the blanket that he used in the hospital 
because we were in the hospital for six months,” Andrea said. 

Despite the formidable challenges, a glimmer of optimism 
remains that he may rekindle his football career. Colleges have 
expressed interest, and the family dreams of raising awareness 
about traumatic brain injuries, offering guidance to those in 
similar situations.

Community involvement remains a crucial aspect of their jour-
ney. The Ratcliffes invite the community to stay connected through 
their Facebook page, where updates on Matthew's progress, events, 
and ways to contribute are shared regularly. GN

To be a part of Matthew's ongoing journey and contribute to their cause, 
visit the Ratcliffe family's Facebook page: A Miracle for Matthew.

cident. They actively supported local initiatives, schools, and other 
community projects. Life was full, with Matthew thriving in his 
football career and his family deeply ingrained in their community.

The turning point came with the car accident that altered Mat-
thew's trajectory. Instead of retreating, the Ratcliffe family em-
braced their new reality, turning challenges into opportunities for 
community engagement. 

After the accident, the center of the family’s focus was on rally-
ing support for his recovery, and the community quickly responded. 

In addition to the immense support he receives from his par-
ents, Matthew’s journey is enriched by the strong bond he shares 
with his sister, Morgan. She visits him weekly, encouraging and 
supporting him, which plays a significant role in his progression. 

One significant event that showcased the community’s en-
dearing support was a fundraiser organized by Grace and Mercy 
Church, illustrating the community's overwhelming response. 
The outpouring of love, cards, and financial support helped with 
immediate needs and facilitated crucial medical accommoda-
tions. With generous donations, the Ratcliffe family constructed 
a ramp at their home and acquired a specialized lift to ease Mat-
thew's mobility.  

Another notable event that underscored the community's sup-
port was the "Touchdowns Against Cancer" car show hosted by 
Russell Barnett. The Ratcliffes actively participated, with Matthew 
being honored during the event. The local football team presented 
him with a T-shirt signed by players and coaches, recognizing his 
long-standing connection with Franklin County football. 

A specific participant, honored with the Matthew Ratcliffe 
award for her family's vintage car, may not have a personal con-
nection to the Ratcliffes, but she shared her emotional connection 
to their story. 

“The community has been 
very supportive to us through 
this entire ordeal. With the 
fundraiser that the church 
had, we had a tremendous 
turnout. It was very humbling.”

-Andrea Ratcliffe
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BJ, Matthew, and Andrea Ratcliffe
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CHAMPS SEPTIC TANKCHAMPS SEPTIC TANK  

(931) 962-3446(931) 962-3446

• Septic Tanks 
• Driveway Tile
• Field Line Pipe
• Septic Tank Cleaning

• Camper Shells
• Bed Covers
• Bed Protection

• Hitches
• Steps
• Lighting

• Tool Boxes
• Racks
• Jeep Accessories

• Van Equipment
• Much More

931-488-4999 // www.MobileLiving.us // mobilelivingtn@yahoo.com
1104 Madison St. // Shelbyville, TN 37160

Gift Certificates Available!

 

goodnewsmags.com/subscribe

We want to build stronger communities 
through positive, local stories. We can’t do 
that without your subscriptions. Sign up 
your friends and family online for free.

Give
something
good
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20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK 
Regular: $27.99 • Buffalo: $31.99

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $27.99

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.79 • Sandwich only: $4.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE CLUB SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.99 • Sandwich only: $6.99

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.49

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.19

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.19 • Sandwich only: $5.99

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct. $9.19 • 5ct. $10.19 • 6ct. $11.19
Buffalo: 4ct. $9.99 • 5ct. $11.19 • 6ct. $12.39

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $12.29 • Buffalo: $12.39

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $10.39 • Buffalo: $10.99

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.39

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.89

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $8.19 

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.29

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $9.89

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 
$4.29

FRIED PICKLES 
$4.29

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular: $1.99 • Large: $2.39

COLESLAW - CUP 
99¢

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 
$1.89

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular: $1.49 • Buffalo: $1.69

THE NIBBLER 
$1.89

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, and a Treat.  
KIDDIE FINGER
$4.99

KIDDIE CHEESE
$4.99

DRINK 
Small: $2.19 • Medium: $2.39 • Large: $2.59

GALLON OF SWEET OR UNSWEET TEA
$4.99

KIDZ® DRINK 
89¢

MILK 
Regular: $1.19 • Chocolate: $1.19

APPLE JUICE 
$1.19

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct. $5.39 • 10ct. $8.99 • 20ct. $16.69

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.39

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.69

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $14.49 • 20ct. $27.69

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
Three $1.89

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.99 • Grilled: $8.69 • Garden: $6.89

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried: $9.29 • Grilled: $8.99 • Garden: $7.19

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

DESSERTS

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, Ranch, 
Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, Tongue 
Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot Honey Mustard, 
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ, 
Buffalo Garlic Blaze 
25¢

SAUCES

www.zaxbys.com

931-967-2527
2909 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN

*Prices subject to change without notice

Mixed greens topped with 
Chicken Fingerz, Asian slaw 
and honey sesame glaze, 
served with Citrus Vinaigrette 
dressing and a tasty veggie 
egg roll. Don’t you want it 
right now?

The Zensation 
Zalad is Back!

A la carte 
Egg Rolls

Two for $3.00+tax
With Chicken:  $10.29 + tax

Garden Only:  $8.19 + tax



A PASSION FOR

PAWS
Midtown 

Veterinary 
Clinic’s 

commitment to 
animal welfare   

By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Brooke Snyder



A PASSION FOR

R AISED IN the tranquility of nature, Dr. 
Helton's love for animals found its roots in 
Upstate New York. Her journey eventually led 

her to Tennessee for veterinary school and ultimately to 
the heart of Franklin County's Winchester community.

In 1995, Dr. Helton embarked on a new chapter. 
Her move to Winchester marked more than a change 
in geography; it became a connection to the commu-
nity, a love affair with its meandering hills, and a deep 
appreciation for the small-town charm that permeated 
the area. With its warm embrace, Winchester left an 
unforgettable mark on Dr. Helton's heart, influencing 
her decision to lay down roots and dedicate her veteri-
nary expertise to the local community.

"Winchester, in Franklin County, is a beautiful 
area. It's very inviting, very comfortable. I'm not a city 
girl, and I felt very comfortable here. Of course, I did 
lay down roots when I moved here."

After graduating from the University of Tennessee 
College of Veterinary Medicine and falling in love 
with Tennessee, Helton moved to the area to become 
an associate doctor working for Dr. Harry Prince. Af-
ter several years of mentorship, she moved on to start 
Mobile Veterinary Services, a house-call practice. 

Dr. Helton's vision of establishing a brick-and-
mortar hospital became a reality at Midtown Veteri-
nary Hospital alongside her life and business partner, 
Wade Anderton. The transition from a house-call prac-
tice to the establishment of a full-service vet clinic was 
a professional evolution. It was born from her passion 
for providing top-notch veterinary care. Dr. Helton's 
partner was crucial in shaping the clinic's design and 
bringing her long-held vision to life.

During the clinic’s 10th anniversary celebrations, 
Dr. Helton reflected on its challenging evolution. The 
journey echoed her steadfast dedication to her patients 
and the community.

"Construction takes a little longer than you think, 
but we got it up and going in a year and a half, and 
then the business just continues to grow every year. 
We've had more people moving through the area. 
We're trying to keep up with that demand, and 
hopefully, we can get another doctor in here to meet 
that demand." 

The global landscape of pet ownership faced 
unprecedented challenges during the pandemic. Dr. 
Helton discussed the surge in pet ownership and the 
subsequent shortage of veterinary care professionals. 

Dr. Helton
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Midtown Veterinary Clinic adapted its 
strategies to meet the increased demand, 
emphasizing the importance of innovation 
and resilience in the face of global 
veterinary issues.

"Each veterinarian has to take care 
of so many more animals than they 
did before the pandemic. So, there is 
a shortage of veterinary care and an 
increased demand for veterinary care. 
I've been practicing for 28 years, and 
the level of care that we can provide has 
increased. We are all trying to do the 
best we can." 

For Dr. Helton, the rewards of being 
a veterinarian extended beyond the 
professional realm. Personal fulfillment 
blossomed through heartwarming 
moments and successful treatments. 
The bond between humans and animals 
emerged as a central theme, with Dr. 
Helton emphasizing the joy derived from 
maintaining and nurturing the unique 
connections between pets and their owners.

Franklin County's diverse pet 
ownership mirrored the eclectic nature of 
the community. Dr. Helton marveled at 

the variety of pet owners, each dedicated 
to their companions in different ways. This 
community truly loves their pets. 

Dr. Helton highlighted the importance 
of community involvement. Midtown 
Veterinary Clinic participates in Animal 
Harbor programs, supporting spay and neuter 
initiatives, pet fairs, and collaborating with 
Franklin County's animal control and shelter. 

Additionally, Dr. Helton underscored 
the significance of routine veterinary 
check-ups, dispelling misconceptions 
and encouraging pet owners to prioritize 
preventive measures. She emphasized early 
detection's role in maintaining pets' health 
and well-being.

"There are so many diseases we 
can prevent with vaccinations and 
early detection. A yearly visit for an 

exam, the required rabies shot, and the 
encouragement of other vaccines and 
parasite preventatives help keep a pet 
healthy for a long time. It's definitely worth 
it to have your pet see their veterinarian 
yearly," she warns.

While Dr. Helton encourages pet 
owners to prioritize veterinary care for the 
well-being of their beloved companions, 
she acknowledged that the community's 
love for their pets is palpable. 

"In general, we have a community that 
really loves their animals. And that's the 
important thing." GN

Visit Midtown Veterinary Services 
& Hospital at 505 S. Jefferson St. in 
Winchester, TN. Find more information at 
www.midtownveterinary.com/.

“We have a 

community 

that really loves 

their animals. 

And that’s 

the important thing.” 

-Dr. Helton 
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www.russellbarnettchryslerdodgejeep.com

 Picture may not depict actual vehicle. See store for details.

*All rebates applied. All prices plus tax, title & tag. $698 processing fee included. Due to advertising deadline, 
all prices and incentives including employee pricing is subject to change by the manufacturer without notice. 

Customers must finance to obtain all Rebates

MANAGER’S 
SPECIAL
2023 JEEP GLADIATOR 
MOJAVE
Stk #D12330N

MSRP: $61,520
Russell Barnett Discount: - $3,000

15% Off MSRP: - $9,228

Your Price: $49,292

2756 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN • 931-691-1712

931-433-6634
Ask about automatic payment

r i c h a r d s o n w a s t e @ g m a i l . c o m

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!

We Specialize 
In Personal Loans!

Loans $200 & Up*

1927 Decherd Blvd., Decherd, TN
931-962-1240

* Subject to our liberal credit policy
Loans Company

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Now Accepting Debit Payments by Phone

First Loan FREE!

Need Cash?
It’s Your Lucky Day!
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931.967.1672931.967.1672 |  | 23 S. College St., Winchester, TN 37398 23 S. College St., Winchester, TN 37398 
www.LynchRigsby.comwww.LynchRigsby.com

Firm Lic #302, Auction Lic #4909

Check out our current auctions 
and listings at lynchrigsby.com

The Sign of Experience 
& Results

Don't Compromise,

Switch 
& Save

16 S. Jefferson St.
Winchester, TN

(931) 262-2024
Melinda Drake
License 2299033
mdrake2@farmersagent.com

Personal & Commercial
• Auto 
• Home
• Life 
• Health
• Recreational Vehicles

931-993-9710
575 Lynchburg Hwy., Mulberry, TN 37359

• Interior & Exterior Railing • Pool & Yard Fences
• Driveway & Pedestrian Gates • Guard Railing
• Residential & Light Commercial

ExtraordinaryExtraordinary  Craf tsmanshipCraf tsmanship
Custom Design

www.southernironworks.comwww.southernironworks.com

Try Our Hot 
Soups, Burgers 
& Sandwiches

February 17, March 2 & 16February 17, March 2 & 16
Donut Saturdays!Donut Saturdays!

Advanced orders recommended. Call today!

10026 David Crockett Hwy. • Belvidere, TN 
swisspantry@gmail.com 
www.swiss-pantry.com

(931) 962-0567





ISAIAH 117 
HOUSE 
OFFERS 
HOPE TO 
FOSTER 
CHILDREN.
A GLIMPSE INTO THE UNIQUE 
MISSION THAT RESTORES 
DIGNITY AND COMFORT TO 
FOSTER CHILDREN 

By Jeriah Brumfield
Photography by Brooke Snyder



A S YOU walk the halls of Isaiah 
117 House locations all across 
America, you’ll witness the 
uniformity in warmth, kind-

ness, and bright smiles. These homes have 
an aura like a soothing embrace, enveloping 
all who enter in a blanket of safety. Corey 
and Ronda Paulson founded these havens 
to care for children awaiting foster care 
placement. Their story is a testament to the 
power of community. Every step forward 
helps rewrite the narrative of Removal Day. 

The organization began when the Paul-
sons were motivated by the problems people 
face with the foster care system and em-
barked on a mission to improve the system. 
In 2019, they were led to begin a new journey 
for Coffee, Franklin, and Grundy counties. 
This expanded their reach to impact children 
across the state and, eventually, the country. 

The Book of Isaiah in the Bible be-
came the guiding light for the founders, 
leading them to their namesake. Their first 
foster child, miraculously named Isaiah, 

gave the founders’ mission an even more 
personal connection.

According to Susan Johnson, program 
coordinator for multiple Tennessee coun-
ties, the organization initially focused on 
the immediate transition during remov-
al from an unsafe home, ensuring that 
children experienced comfort and care in 
those critical first 24 hours. However, the 
evolving needs of the children prompted a 
broader approach to supporting them.

The challenges foster children face are 
diverse, and Isaiah 117 House adapts its 
approach to meet these unique needs. The 
organization strives to step in early, reduc-
ing trauma for the children by assuring 
them that they are loved. 

“Simply being there for the kids and just 
listening and letting them talk — knowing 
someone cares is worth more than you can 
put into words,” Johnson shared. 

The organization also seeks to ease the 
transition into the child’s foster home or 
kinship placement by supplying necessities.

SIMPLY BEING 
THERE FOR 
THE KIDS AND 
JUST LISTENING 
AND LETTING 
THEM TALK 
— KNOWING 
SOMEONE 
CARES IS WORTH 
MORE THAN YOU 
CAN PUT INTO 
WORDS.

- Susan Johnson
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Ensuring the safety and well-being of 
the children is paramount at Isaiah 117 
House. The Department of Children’s Ser-
vices (DCS) provides supervision for the 
children, and the organization’s volunteers 
work alongside the caseworkers.

“Whether the children need a bath, 
something to eat, clean clothes, or want to 
go outside and play, we want them to be 
children on [what is] probably their most 
adult day.” 

The true essence of Isaiah 117 House 
lies in success stories where children ex-
perience a sense of safety, love, and be-
longing. Johnson shared a touching story 
of two young siblings who arrived at the 
house after a traumatic experience. Simply 
offering them a bubble bath, blankets, and 
stuffed animals brought comfort and secu-
rity, showing the effect of small gestures on 
a child’s well-being.

“They slept for over 11 hours. When 
they got up, the older child talked about 
how he couldn’t sleep at night because the 
rats were as big as squirrels, and they would 
come out when he went to sleep. That 
showed me they felt safe and loved.” 

As the organization grows, it faces 
challenges primarily driven by the in-
creasing need for foster care. Balancing 
the demand for services with the capacity 
to provide consistent care creates an on-
going challenge. Training and retaining 
volunteers has become crucial, requiring a 
concerted effort to engage the communi-
ty actively. Isaiah 117 House is working 
on initiatives to involve the community in 
various capacities.

“The need is so great not only in our 
area but also in other areas. There are times 
when people from other regions come to 
our house because there’s nowhere for 
these children to go.” 

Community involvement is pivotal in 
Isaiah 117 House’s success. Individuals can 
contribute by becoming certified caregivers 
or assisting with cleaning, organizing, and 
providing meals. 

Isaiah 117 House looks toward the fu-
ture with a commitment to expanding its 
impact. Annual community fundraisers 
include a golf tournament in the fall and 
a yearly lemonade stand challenge in July. 
A unique program called “Adopt-a-Bin” is 
in the works, promoting partnerships with 
the community to stock essential supplies 
to help the organization meet the needs of 
the children who enter the red door.

This organization believes that every 
child, regardless of circumstance, deserves to 
feel valued and cherished, making their indi-
vidual journey a unique measure of success.

“You can’t underestimate what a meal 
does and what a nice bed means to a child. 
They’re our most important individual 
guest. We want each guest to be treated 
like our V.I.I.P. — ‘Very Important Indi-
vidual Person.’” 

Isaiah 117 House emphasizes that no 
act of kindness is too small and even the 
simplest gestures can make an impact. GN

For more information or to get involved with 
Isaiah 117 House, visit https://linktr.ee/isa-
iah117housecoffee. Locations: Blount County, 
Bradley-Polk County, Coffee-Franklin-Grun-
dy County, Rutherford County, and more.
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www.norman-furniture.com
203 Main Ave. S., Fayetteville, TN
931.433.2582

We offer 
customized 
financing 

options to suit 
your unique 

needs.

Discover the 
Delight of 

Complimentary 
Delivery and 

Setup!

(931) 967-7991 • www.phshowmemedical.com
48 Sunrise Park • Winchester, TN 37398

Home Oxygen & 
Medical Equipment 

3619 Cowan Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398 • (931) 967-9765
inspiritseniorliving.com/franklinmanor

VA Approved 
Care

AN INSPIRIT SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

You can rely on NATURAL GAS.

Elk River Public Utility District
217 S. Jackson St., Tullahoma • 931-455-9311

1524 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester • 931-728-3332
635 Dinah Shore Blvd., Winchester • 931-967-3642

“Your Hometown Natural Gas Provider Since 1955”

Sometimes the best things in life are the simplest ones – reliable 
home and water heating, lower monthly utility bills, and a home 
that can keep up with the hustle and bustle year-round.

WWW.ERPUD.COM
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Come See Us - Sales, Service & Parts
TEXT Us: 931-277-4922 

962 AEDC Rd. | Winchester, TN

www.pioneermotorcycles.com

PIONEER MOTORCYCLESPIONEER MOTORCYCLES

Text Us About Our Motorcycle & 
Off-Road Winter Service Special

And Save And Save 
1010%% OFF OFF**

*Ask dealer for compete details. Expires 3/30/24

See us today! 938 Dinah Shore Blvd. • Winchester, TN 37398
Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. • Personalized Service

• Guaranteed Color Match

Franklin County Paint

25% Off

931-962-4300 • franklincountypaint.com

for Veterans, First Responders, 
and Teachers

1102 Dinah Shore Blvd. 
Winchester, TN 37398

FREE Estimates On New System Installs

(931) 967-3209

Is your HVAC Is your HVAC 
ready for cooler ready for cooler 

weather?weather?



W HEN YOU think of the 
name “Vivid Journey,” 

what do you picture? For me, it’s 
brightness and lots of color. I think 
of white, puffy clouds in the sky as 
you are lying on your back, watching 
a butterfly land on a daisy blowing 
in the wind. I think of a simpler 
time when there wasn’t a care in 
the world. Of course, this is what I 
thought before I stepped foot into 
Decherd’s Vivid Journey – Café, 
Bar, & Smoke Shop. 

Sitting down at the bar, I decid-
ed to check out the menu and saw 
a wide selection of pizza, “dillas n 
dogs,” and “sammiches” to choose 
from. Their pizzas included name-
sakes such as “Cheese and Chong,” 
“Sticky Icky,” and “Bio-Diesel.” The 
sandwiches were given names such 
as “AK-47” or “Dobbin Reuben.” 
I decided to go for the pizza and 
chose the “Maui Waui.” Barbecue 
was my choice of sauce to compli-
ment the soft, doughy crust. 

While I waited for my order, I 
decided to shoot a quick game of 
pool with Jimmy, one of the workers. 
A short while later, Josh, the owner, 
brought out a smoking hot, sizzling 
pizza. I had asked for it to be put in 
a box, knowing I wouldn’t finish it 
myself in one sitting. I tried so hard 
to refrain from taking that risky first 
bite and burning the entire roof of 
my mouth on the spot, as I could 
not wait after smelling the cheesy, 
sauce-smothered sensation. 

One bite, then another, and an-
other. The crust was crisp but not 
burned, the toppings were plentiful, 
and the seasoning and sauce were 
perfect. There was just the right 
amount of cheese to blend all the 
flavors perfectly together. Every 
bite was just as good as the first. 
This pizza was the best I have had 
in a long, long time. This, combined 
with the friendly atmosphere, will 
bring me back time and time again. 
I can’t wait for my next slice! GN

Vivid Journey
Decherd - Cafe, Bar, & Smoke Shop

Go on a journey that transcends tastebuds.

Vivid Journey
1942 Decherd Blvd.
Decherd, TN 37324
(931) 313-5917 
 
To contact the Franklin County food 
critic for comments and suggestions: 
Beebegun2.0@gmail.com

GOOD NEWS IS
COMING TO DINNER!

We will feature a local 
food critic’s thoughts as they dine in 
Franklin County. This month Shannon 
Beebe visited Vivid Journey.
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Whispers of hope

A pathway to partnership

A special calling to serve
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Photography by Brooke Snyder

Eric Vanzant➤
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This section of the magazine 
covers local people or 
businesses you need to 
know about.

Our stories are based on 
submissions from local people. 

Submit yours here:

 

goodnewsmags.com



CHA  RITY
S P T



CHA  RITY
“It’s not how much we give, but how 

much love we put into giving.” 
- Mother Teresa

L I G H T



H ISTORY WHISPERS through the 
halls of the old Townsend School, 
now the heart of transformation at 

Campora Family Resource Center. Its time-
honored history touches the lives of children 
and families around the community. Eric 
Vanzant, the passionate director of the center, 
has a journey intertwined with the evolution 
of this valuable organization.

Campora traces its roots back to 1993 
when family resource centers sprouted across 
the state. Vanzant, driven to dismantle 
barriers that hinder academic success, worked 
on the Townsend Intervention Project grant. 
The project, named after the historic school’s 
location, focused on building self-esteem in 
children from kindergarten to third grade, 
journeying with them through exposure to 
various experiences and family-centric events.

The old Townsend School, once 
segregated, holds a significant place in 
Vanzant’s life, with his parents graduating 
from its halls. Over the years, the building 

WHISPERS 
OF HOPE 
CAMPORA FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER IS A ONE-STOP 
SHOP FOR HOPE, GENEROSITY, AND CHANGE. 

By Jeriah Brumfield
Photography by Brooke Snyder

Eric Vanzant➤
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transformed from a school for 
black students to a kindergarten 
and, later, a multipurpose facility. 
The legacy of the Townsend School 
breathes life into the programs that 
Vanzant now spearheads.

Vanzant’s journey at Campora 
has been dynamic. Vanzant 
departed in 1998 to explore 
new horizons at Centerstone, a 
nonprofit organization focused on 
mental health and substance use 
disorder treatments for all ages. 

“When I left in ‘98, it was 
a move of God,” Vanzant said, 
reflecting on his journey. 

He returned in 2004 with 
newfound knowledge and 
experiences. His mission was to 
instill hope, inspire success, and 
empower children to rise above 
their circumstances. He returned 
to the Campora Family Resource 
Center, driven by a divine calling 
to reduce barriers hindering 
academic success.

In his current role, Vanzant 
wears many hats. From launching 
anger management classes to 
leading parenting workshops, he is 
a constant presence in local schools, 
engaging with students on issues 
beyond academics. His unique 
approach involves asking young 
minds, “What do you not want to 
become?” A simple question ignites 
conversations about aspirations, 
fears, and the power of choices.

“I just try to live 
my life like God 

designed me to live 
it. I don’t separate 

who I am from 
what I do, so God 

honors that, and He 
always provides.” 

- Eric Vanzant



A standout initiative is the 
“Men of Distinction” life skills 
program for teenage boys. Through 
this program, Vanzant imparts 
valuable lessons about becoming 
men of character, impressing the 
connection between choices, habits, 
and lifestyles upon them. 

Last year, he orchestrated a 
transformative experience for these 
young boys, introducing them to the 
power of wearing a suit. With the 
community’s support, he provided 
suits, shirts, and ties, giving the boys 
a boost of confidence.

“We did a field trip, and we went 
to D&K Suits. They got to go in 
and pick their shirts and ties, and we 
taught them how to tie a tie. Their 
whole swag changed. They came out 
posing and so forth. It was really 
cool to see that.” 

Campora’s impact goes beyond 
academic support. The center 
operates a food pantry, ensuring 
families have access to essentials. 
Every Thursday, the doors open, 
welcoming those in need. The 
Christmas Angel program takes 
center stage during the holiday 
season, providing clothing for 
children ages birth to 18. The 
community’s generosity, from 
churches to individuals, ensures no 
child is left without a Christmas gift.



Reflecting on the outpouring of 
support, Vanzant attributes it to the 
genuine desire of the Franklin County 
community to make a difference. 

“The original director of Campora 
Resource Center, Janice Bean, used to call 
the family resource center a ‘one-stop shop 
for families.’ We’re kind of like Walmart. You 
can come here and get just about anything. 
If we don’t have it, we try to connect you to 
those resources in the community.”

The partnerships with local churches, 
schools, and businesses create a network of 

support for less fortunate individuals and 
families in crisis. The center’s staff strives 
daily to help families and children break the 
cycle of generational challenges.

As the director, Vanzant is a leader and 
a conduit for positive change. His faith, 
fused seamlessly with his work, propels the 
center forward, creating ripples of hope that 
touch the lives of children and families. 

“I just try to live my life like God 
designed me to live it. I don’t separate who 
I am from what I do, so God honors that, 
and He always provides.” 

Family Resource Center leadership 
sows seeds of hope here, cultivating futures 
that defy limitations and blossom with 
promise. Campora Family Resource Center 
ceaselessly molds a brighter future for 
everyone who walks through its doors.

Vanzant welcomes involvement for those 
inspired to contribute through volunteering, 
tutoring, or monetary support. GN

Eric Vanzant, Cindy Smith, Pam Turner, and Barbara Ladd➤

Visit Campora Family Resource Center 
at 900 S. Shepherd St., Winchester, or 
call (931) 967-7825.
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A PATHWAY TO 
PARTNERSHIP
SUE FULMER’S INFLUENTIAL PATH TO 
COMMUNITY ADVOCACY AND CONNECTION 

“Through Kiwanis 
funding projects, I was 
able to give Head Start 
kids the opportunity to 
experience things they 
wouldn’t normally get 

to experience and gave 
families a hand up to 

better their lives.” 
- Sue Fulmer



S UE FULMER’S transformative 
journey commenced in classroom 
halls, transitioning from an aide to 

a teacher, ultimately finding her purpose 
as the site manager/family partner at 
Head Start. During a meeting with the 
Kiwanis Club, a pivotal moment ignited 
Fulmer’s passion for community projects. 
Embracing the Kiwanis spirit, she 
embarked on a voyage of volunteering, 
unlocking a world of opportunities to aid 
Head Start kids, their families, and the 
broader community.

“I went to a Kiwanis meeting with our 
family partner to ask them to purchase us 
a water fountain for our center. I became 
interested in all the projects that Kiwanis 
was doing and joined their club,” she said. 

“Through Kiwanis funding projects, 
I was able to give Head Start kids the 
opportunity to experience things they 
wouldn’t normally get to experience and gave 
families a hand up to better their lives.”

One of the few challenges Fulmer 
encounters as a community advocate 
is bridging the gap between available 
resources and community awareness. 
After volunteering for a while, she soon 
realized the importance of networking and 
communication to ensure those in need 
find the required assistance.

“In our county, there’s plentiful 
resources, but people do not know that 
they’re there. So the challenge would be 
connecting the different organizations to 
the people according to their needs.”

By Jeriah Brumfield
Photography by Brooke Snyder and 
submitted by Sue Fulmer

Fulmer’s involvement with the 
Franklin County Community Advisory 
Board (CAB) via the Department of 
Children’s Services helps her foster 
connections between individuals 
and resources. She states, “When I 
encounter representatives from new 
organizations, I can facilitate their 
connection with other groups to 
discuss their services.” CAB networks 
organizations to resources their clients 
need to improve their family lives.   

Sue Fulmer➤
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With a warm smile and a heart 
dedicated to service, Fulmer took on 
various roles and initiatives, extending her 
reach to organizations like Life Choices, 
The Rain Teen Center, The Franklin 
County Prevention Coalition, the Grace 
Center of Hope, Isaiah 117 House, and 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace.

Fulmer’s commitment to volunteerism, 
especially in serving children in families, 
stems from a desire to alleviate some of the 
struggles she faced during her early years of 
marriage and parenthood.

“When I first got married and had 
kids, back then, we all struggled. And if 
I can help someone to better their life 
and not have such a hard time, it blesses 
me. There are so many opportunities and 
organizations out there that help people so 
they don’t have to struggle.”

Fulmer’s House of Blessings initiative 
draws inspiration from her collaboration 
with Eric Vanzant at the Campora Family 
Resource Center, uncovering a new chapter 
in her community service efforts. Serving 
at their clothing and food pantry, Fulmer 
quickly realized the pressing needs of less 
fortunate families within the community. 
She can provide countless resources to people 
without housing, families starting over, 
recovery groups, and nonprofit organizations 
through House of Blessings.

Among countless impactful stories, 
Fulmer narrated an emotional encounter 
with a man seeking assistance to attend 
a disability hearing. The simple act of 
providing gas changed his day and possibly 
altered the course of his life.

“He started to cry. And he said, ‘Can I 
give you a hug? You don’t know how much 
this means to me.’”    

To those considering community 
involvement, Fulmer advises finding a passion 
and aligning with organizations that resonate 
with that passion. She promotes the exchange 
of ideas and aspirations, recognizing that 
various perspectives play a crucial role in 
effectively addressing the community’s needs.

Looking ahead, Fulmer is excited 
about being the resource advisor to Judge 
David Stewart’s Hope Program, which 
directs families in the court system to the 
essential resources required to achieve a 
higher standard of living. She is equally 
excited about Sleep in Heavenly Peace’s 
bed provision and Isaiah 117 House’s 
commitment to offering love and support to 
children in foster care.

Fulmer’s story speaks to the positive influence 
one individual can have on a community.

Her journey is a reminder that compassion 
paired with action can spread hope like 
wildfire, transforming lives and creating a 
stronger, more connected community. GN
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Sue Fulmer and Harleigh Myers



“Don’t ever give 
up when you see 

something you want to 
do. Remember other 

people who are in that 
situation. You may 

be able to help them 
overcome that one day 

in their life when they 
need it the most.” 

- Pastor Jim Thomas



P ASTOR JIM Thomas, the man 
behind the pulpit at Payne’s Baptist 
Church, was blessed with a journey 

that spans military service, a career in law, and 
the skies as a helicopter pilot.

Thomas’ story unfolds like chapters in a 
novel, each career path leading to the same 
destination: service. His military service 
spans a decade of active duty and nearly three 
decades in the Army National Guard. Tours in 
Korea, Vietnam, and Germany exposed him 
to the stark realities of poverty, enlightening 
before him a path of empathy that would burn 
brightly throughout his life.

Thomas reflected on his decades of service.
“I’ve always had a heart for those that were 

less fortunate than I was,” he remarked, “When 
you go to some of these countries, especially 
Vietnam and Korea, third world countries, 
you really see people that, according to our 
standards, really live a life of poverty. And it 
breaks your heart to see people like that.” 

A SPECIAL 
CALLING TO SERVE 
THE DIVERSE CHAPTERS OF PASTOR JIM THOMAS’ SERVICE 
TO GOD AND THE COMMUNITY

By Jeriah Brumfield
Photography by Brooke Snyder and 
submitted by Pat Thomas

Pastor Jim Thomas➤
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Transitioning to a career in law 
enforcement and later becoming an 
attorney, Thomas allowed his service 
to the community to guide his steps. 
Juggling two demanding jobs, he 
expressed a dedication to helping others, 
even taking on clients who couldn’t afford 
legal assistance. 

His career extended to the skies, 
where he flew with Vanderbilt LifeFlight, 
witnessing firsthand the sudden, life-
altering events that fueled his growing 
empathy. His deeply rooted compassion 
ultimately led him to Payne’s Baptist 
Church, where his spiritual journey took 
an unexpected turn.

Joining Payne’s Baptist Church in 
2001, Thomas initially had no thoughts 
of becoming a pastor. However, when 

asked to serve as a deacon, he took the 
opportunity to deepen his understanding 
of God’s word. Pursuing theological 
studies at Liberty University, he graduated 
and felt a calling to ministry that he 
initially resisted.

In 2017, Thomas embraced what 
he believed was his calling, becoming 
the associate pastor at Payne’s Baptist 
Church. Tragically, in November 2020, the 
incumbent pastor passed away, leading the 
congregation to turn to Thomas as their 
full-time shepherd. Three years into his 
role, he expressed gratitude for the growth 
he has witnessed in the church, weathering 
challenges like the impact of COVID-19 
on the community.

He said, “Out of everything I saw 
in the military and as an attorney, and 

helping people when I was flying medical 
evacuation helicopters, being a pastor is 
the most important job I’ve ever had in my 
life because I am concerned about souls.” 

Beyond the four walls of Payne’s 
Baptist Church, Thomas collaborates with 
other local pastors through the Duck 
River Baptist Association. Every Tuesday, 
they gather to study the Bible, discuss 
community issues, and pray for each 
other. The association engages in various 
initiatives, such as food drives and after-
school programs. 

They are also involved in international 
missions, reaching far and wide — from 
Taiwan to Canada — endeavoring to share 
the gospel and extend a helping hand to 
communities beyond their own. They are 
persistent in striving to impact their 

Pastor Jim Thomas➤
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immediate surroundings, reaching 
out, and making a difference on a 
global scale.

In their devotion to community 
service at their church, they’ve 
undertaken initiatives to address 
essential needs, particularly 
regarding food provision. They 
organized a successful drive, 
preparing “shoe boxes” for children. 
Thanksgiving and Christmas saw 
their church extending support 
to local families by distributing 
holiday food boxes just in time for 
the festive season. The church also 
has a pantry, consistently stocked 
to assist those in need.

A life of pastoral service often 
comes with many challenges and 
rewards. Thomas acknowledged 
the struggle to engage the younger 
generation. However, he remained 
optimistic about the church’s 
future, citing the enthusiasm of his 
congregation and their proactive 
approach to community service.

“I really enjoy the ministry, 
and I’ve seen our church grow. 
We went through some tough 
times at the church when COVID 
was with us and had parking lot 
services at the church. And it 
really took a toll on the church, 
but we’re back in full swing.”

Thomas offers advice to people 
who desire to blend their professional 
lives with community service.

“Don’t ever give up when you 
see something you want to do. 
Remember other people who are 
in that situation. You may be able 
to help them overcome that one 
day in their life when they need it 
the most.” GN

Pastor Jim and Pat Thomas
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BRYAN MYERS, M.D.

Winchester:
161 Shirley Dr.

(931) 962-0450

Manchester:
1034 McArthur St.

(931) 954-5111 

Tullahoma:
100 Hunters Ln., Suite 100B

(931) 393-4700

MELODY HARRISON, NP-C MARY BETH McCLAIN, NP-C SAHARRA JEWELL, APN

Making A Difference Making A Difference 
In Women’s LivesIn Women’s Lives ImplantsImplants

931.967.4143
1741 Bypass Road

Winchester, TN

Most Insurances Accepted

• Sleep Apnea
• Sedation Dentistry

• Full Family Dentistry

winchesterfamilydentistrytn.com

look, feel, & function 
like real teeth!

 

goodnewsmags.com/advertise

We want to build stronger communities 
through positive, local stories. We can’t do that 
without advertisers like you. Reach an engaged 
audience that wants to support your business.

Call us at (800) 247-7318

Be part of
something
good
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IMMEDIATE POSITIONS OPEN 
for Direct Support professionals, all shifts for Employment 

and Community First positions, day services, and supported 
living services. Great benefits, health insurance, paid time off, 

and holiday pay. 

Call for more info
(931) 967-0100
702 Hundred Oaks St.
Winchester, TN

Please apply in person at 
702 Hundred Oaks Street, Winchester. 

Must have valid driver’s license.

1000 South Jackson St. | Tullahoma
www.satisfactionwindows.com
Mon-Fri, 7AM - 4PM | Sat & Sun, Closed

(931) 455-0595

Family Owned 
& Operated 

TENNESSEE’S PREMIER 
SUPPLIER OF WINDOWS, 

DOORS & GUTTERS

CUSTOM STEEL BUILDINGS
LIFETIME METAL ROOFING, SHAKE SIDING
VINYL SIDING, WINDOWS, GARAGE DOORS

Over 30+ Colors Available

Call today!
(931)962-8859

Financing available! 
Check us out on Facebook!

Clark’s Home Solutions, LLC 
792 David Crockett Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398  

You’ll Love Our Loans!You’ll Love Our Loans!
Easy repayment, 

tailored to your budget.
Approval in minutes!

www.1stchoiceloansllc.com
107 N. Porter St. Suite 7, Winchester, TN

Locally Owned • Manager - Charles Wilhoite
(Across from Bates  

Associated Grocery)
Personal Loans $100 - $1000 931-327-2117
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Photo submitted by the Parks family

Noah Parks➤
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es This section of the 

magazine covers local 
things to do.

Submit a positive story
on our website: 

 

goodnewsmags.com



1 2

3

1. Brandon, Alyssa, Leyla, and Miller Sisk   2. Kennedy Hale   
3. Elijah Gann   4. James and David Tucker   5. Eleanor Gifford   

4

5

Snow Days - Jan. 15-19

Photos submitted by folks in our community

A week off school began with MLK 
Day, followed by snow blanketing 
Shelbyville in magic. Residents 
reveled, crafting snowmen and 
angels in this unexpected winter 
wonderland.
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6 7

9 10

6. Myla, Navy, and Leyla Sisk   7. Krista and Braydon Fanning   
8. Porter Mead   9. Destiny Jones and Haylee Walls   10. Kingston Gann

8
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INSPIRE
MORE GOOD
Donate or volunteer at your
local charities and nonprofits.

Franklin County 
Imagination Library
Encourages early childhood 
literacy by providing free books 
to children.
www.imaginationlibrary.com

Franklin County 
Historical Society
Preserves and shares local 
history through exhibits and 
educational programs. 
https://www.
franklincountytnhistory.com/

Franklin County 
Veterans Services
Assists veterans with benefits, 
resources, and advocacy.
www.franklincountytn.gov/
veterans-services

Franklin County 
Senior Center
Provides services and activities 
for seniors, including meals and 
social events.
https:franklincountyseniors.org/

Franklin County 
Arts Guild
Supports local artists and 
promotes arts and culture in the 
community. 

(931) 313-5686 
www.franklincoarts.org

Franklin County 
Animal Control
Responsible for animal welfare, 
licensing, and enforcement.

(931) 967-5389

Franklin County 
Prevention Coalition
It’s goal is to engage community 
members in creating 
environmental change to reduce 
substance abuse and violence. 

(931) 800-9112
www.fcpctn.org 
 
Bits & Peaces  
Equine Rehabilitation
Providing mutual healing 
between the rescue horse and 
humans through its EA Therapy 
Program. 

(931) 308-8811
 

Franklin County 
Animal Harbor
Committed to animal welfare, 
volunteers rescue and care for 
abandoned or abused animals. 
(931) 962-4472
www.animalharbor.org 

United Way of 
Franklin County
A community-focused 
organization that collaborates 
with local agencies to address 
critical needs. 
https://www.uwfctn.org/ 
(931) 962-0103

Good News Magazine’s 
mission is to build 
stronger communities 
through positive stories. 
We encourage you to 
donate and volunteer 
at local nonprofits to 
spread more good in 
your community.
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See more options or 
add your organization 
to the listing:
Scan the QR code

Blessings
A local ministry providing a hand up to 
those in need by sharing donated clothing 
and items.

(931) 691-9989

Franklin County American 
Legion Post 44
A nonprofit made up of ex-servicemen and 
women veterans of all ages, branches of 
service, and active duty years of wartime 
service. Members come together to 
support community projects and needs.

(931) 308-8914
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goodnewsmags.com/photos

We wish we could publish all the 
photos we have, but we have too 
many! Browse our online gallery for 
free or purchase photos to be mailed 
to your home. All proceeds from 
photos go to local nonprofits.

Get a
good
look
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Bennett’s Pharmacy....................................................................................................... 9
Berzett Excavating.......................................................................................................... 4
Champs Septic Tank LLC.......................................................................................... 18
Citizens Community Bank......................................................................................... 31
Citizens Tri-County Bank - Decherd...................................................................... 18
Clark’s Home Solutions LLC.................................................................................... 51
Danley Heating and Air Conditioning.................................................................... 31
Elk River Health & Nursing of Winchester.............................................................. 8
Elk River Public Utility District................................................................................. 30
Farmers Insurance - Melinda Drake...................................................................... 25
First Vision Bank - Tullahoma...................................................................................... 8
Franklin County Paint.................................................................................................. 31
Franklin Manor............................................................................................................... 30
Keith’s Tank Service....................................................................................................... 8
Lynch Rigsby Realty and Auction........................................................................... 25
Lynchburg Nursing Center....................................................................................... 51
Mid-Town Loans............................................................................................................ 24
Mobile Living TN........................................................................................................... 18
Moore Cortner Funeral Home.................................................................................... 7
Mr. Postman...................................................................................................................... 4

New Life TN.................................................................................................................... 51
Norman Furniture......................................................................................................... 30
Pioneer Motorcycles................................................................................................... 31
Professional Health Service..................................................................................... 30
Richardson Waste Removal / Richardson Waste Solutions......................... 24
Russell Barnett Chrysler Dodge Jeep.................................................................. 24
Russell Barnett Ford of Winchester...................................................................... 60
Satisfaction Windows & Doors............................................................................... 51
Southern Iron Works................................................................................................... 25
Southern TN Regional Health System.................................................................. 59
Stan McNabb Chevrolet Buick GMC........................................................................ 5
Swann Equipment Co.................................................................................................... 9
Swiss Pantry.................................................................................................................. 25
Thompson Appalachian Hardwoods....................................................................... 4
Traders Bank Tullahoma................................................................................................ 4
Vanderbilt Tullahoma Harton Hospital.................................................................... 2
Wags & Wiggles LLC...................................................................................................... 8
Watson Funeral Home................................................................................................... 3
Watson Metals LLC......................................................................................................... 9
Winchester Family Dentistry................................................................................... 50
Winchester Podiatry...................................................................................................... 9
Zaxby’s............................................................................................................................. 19
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A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X

We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.

G O O D  N E W S
S U P P O R T E R S





www.RussellBarnett.com

VIEW OUR INVENTORYVIEW OUR INVENTORY

LIFETIME
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

Ask Us About OurAsk Us About Our
Russell Barnett Chevy GMC
931-967-4513
1981 Cowan Hwy.
Winchester, TN

Russell Barnett Ford 
931-967-2277

4055 Tullahoma Hwy.
Winchester, TN

View Our Inventory or 
Schedule Service Appointments Online

“When we give cheerfully 
and accept gratefully, 
everyone is blessed.” 

                                  
   Unknown


