
26th

2024

6

FREE • Vol. XXV, No. 42  Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1999 Thursday, February 29, 2024 • FREE

Concert to feature Denny Breau March 7 at Franco Center 

Musician Denny Breau 
Thursday, March 7, at the 
Franco Center. Franco Cen-
ter photo. 

 LEWISTON, 
ME—The Franco Cen-
ter presents a luncheon 
with live musical enter-
tainment at its quarter-
ly La Rencontre luncheon 
Thursday, March 7. Doors 
open at 10:30 a.m. for so-
cializing. Lunch consist-
ing of pot roast, potatoes, 
carrots, and dessert is 
served at 11:30 a.m. fol-
lowed by featured musi-
cal entertainment by Den-
ny Breau. 

 Diverse cultures, 
performing arts, and lan-
guages come together at 
the Franco Center during 
La Rencontre (the gath-
ering). Traditionally, in 
Franco culture, big cel-
ebratory meals included 
live music provided by 
members of the family 
and their neighbors. Many 
families made sure their 
kids each learned to play 
an instrument to entertain 
at such gatherings — and 

so, accordingly, the Fran-
co Center invites local 
musicians to provide live 
music for its guests. 

 After lunch, Denny 
Breau will provide the en-
tertainment. Breau started 
playing guitar when he 
was nine years old and 
was performing profes-
sionally by his early teens. 
During more than 30 years 
as a full-time musician, 
he has performed with 
many well-known artists 

and picked alongside out-
standing guitarists.

Tickets are $17 and 
include the meal and en-
tertainment. All seats are 
reserved. Tickets must 
be purchased by noon 
Monday, March 4, so we 
can plan the number of 
meals to prepare. Tick-
ets will not be sold at the 
door.  

Call the box office 
at 207-689-2000 or visit 
between 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Tuesdays and Wednes-
days. Purchase online 
at www.francocenter.org/
shows. 

La Rencontre series 
is sponsored by FACE 
Foundation, TV5 Monde, 
and the Quebec Delega-
tion Boston.   

The Franco Center is 
at 46 Cedar St., Lewiston. 
Parking is in the Oxford 
Street mill lot. Handicap 
access in on the Lincoln 
St. Side of the building. 

YWCA’S Women of Achievement to honor local leaders 
AUBURN, ME -- 

YWCA Central Maine’s 
Women of Achievement 
Awards being held on 
March 10th, 2024, at the 
Hilton Garden Inn Auburn 
Riverwatch will honor four 
distinguished women from 
Androscoggin County and 
the Greater State of Maine. 
The event will be Emceed 
by Lori Voornas WHOM 
94.9 DJ, part of Town-
square Media.

The Women of 
Achievement Awards 
Brunch is not only a 
uniquely, powerful cele-
bration of women leaders, 
it is also an opportunity 
for proceeds to support the 
YWCA’s work in the com-
munity, which provides 
meaningful programming 
and services to further the 
mission of empowering 
women, and eliminating 
racism, including schol-
arships for children in our 

community to attend sum-
mer camp and swim les-
sons.

The Women of 
Achievement Awards 
Brunch is one the YWCA’s 
largest bi-annual fundrais-
ers and was founded in 
2015 to honor the power-
ful leadership of women 
in Maine. This award pro-
gram began to recognize 
the outgoing YWCA Board 
President, Lee Young. The 
decision to honor her work 
inspired YWCA executive 
leadership to create annual 
awards to celebrate the ac-
complishments of women 
in our community and state 
in four distinct categories. 
The award namesakes have 
all contributed their service 
to YWCA and their leg-
acies inspire the work of 
the organization. The four 
awards include the Lee 
Young Leadership Award, 
the Marcia Baxter Social 

Justice Award, the Tonie 
Ramsey Service Award, 
and the Priscilla Gendron 
Legacy Award.

The winners are:
Shanna Cox, Presi-

dent and CEO, LA Met-
ropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce - Lee Young 
Leadership Award for ex-
cellence in professional, 
community, civic, or artis-
tic leadership

Paula Marcus-Platz, 
Psychotherapist – Priscilla 
Gendron Legacy Award for 
extraordinary investment in 
public enrichment through 
philanthropic giving and 
fundraising

Abby Reuscher, Sci-
ence Teacher, Lewiston 
Public Schools - Mar-
cia Baxter Social Justice 
Award for courage, com-
mitment, leadership, and 
humility in working toward 
a more just and equitable 
community.

Linda Scott, Lewiston 
Homeless Warming Shelter 
and Self Employed – Ton-
ie Ramsie Service Award 
for exceptional, long-term 
commitment to improving 
communities and the lives 
of others through service.

In addition to an-
nouncing award winners, 
YWCA Central Maine an-
nounced the keynote speak-
er, Judith Josiah-Martin, 
PhD. Judith Josiah-Martin, 
PhD, ACSW, CADC, has 
been a part of the Univer-
sity of Maine community 
for the past 16 years, as 
School of Social Work fac-
ulty and as the Director of 
Multicultural Student Life. 
Dr. Josiah-Martin will be 

addressing the reception 
with a keynote called “The 
Shoulders of Strong Wom-
en: Walking Forward To-
gether.”

YWCA Central 
Maine invites the commu-
nity to celebrate with us 
at the Women of Achieve-
ment Awards Brunch. The 
event includes brunch, 
keynote speech, award cer-

emony, and a Silent Auc-
tion. Tickets are on sale 
now: https://YWCAMaine-
WOA.eventbrite.com

If you are interested 
in sponsoring this event 
or donating an item to the 
silent auction please reach 
out to Jennifer Molloy, 
Chief Development and 
Communications Officer at 
jmolloy@ywcamaine.org

Extra servings of laughter this week at Great Falls Comedy Club
LEWISTON and 

AUBURN, ME – Great 
Falls Comedy Club will 
host live stand-up comedy 
this week on both sides of 
the bridge.

Friday, March 1, 
at 7:00 pm stir up some 
fun with “Comedy Soup” 

serving improv, stand-
up, sketches, and comedy 
games presented at Great 
Falls Comedy Club fea-
turing your cast du jour: 
Amanda Kinsey, Julie 
Poulin, Greg Lamber, and 
Nathan White.

Then on Saturday 

March 2, starting at 6:00 
pm, catch local funny fa-
vorites doing their stand-up 
in the downstairs speakeasy 
lounge at Obscura Café and 
Drinkery.

And, at 7:30 pm, be 
sure to reserve a seat back 
at Great Falls Comedy 
Club for the Maine debut 
of George Rigden, as the 
United Kingdom transplant 
works to fulfill his life-
long professional ambition 
of performing across this 
country.  He will be joined 
by Boston Comedy Festival 
invitee Shawn Ruiz, and lo-

cal favorite Crystal Bernard.
Tickets can be found 

at https://www.great-
fallscomedyclub.com or 
purchased at the shows.  
Great Falls Comedy Club 
is located inside Craft Brew 
Underground at 34 Court 
Street, Auburn, under the 

red awning.  Obscura Café 
and Drinkery is located at 
108 Lisbon Street, Lewis-
ton.

For more information 
contact the club at info@
greatfallscomedyclub.com 
or by phone at 207-200-
5366. 

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our giveaways!
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Magic Bus: The Who tribute band coming to Franco Center 

Portland-based The Who tribute band, Magic Bus, is com-
ing to the Franco Center March 9. Tickets are available at 
207-689-2000 and www.francocenter.org/shows. The Franco 
Center is at 46 Cedar St., Lewiston. Photo: Magic Bus via 
Facebook. 

LEWISTON, ME–
Magic Bus, The Who trib-
ute band based in Portland, 
Maine, will bring their 
show to the Franco Center 
at 7 p.m. Saturday, March 
9. The Who, one of rock’s 
most iconic bands, made 
the charts in 1964 with their 
hit song, “Can’t Explain.” 
That was the beginning of 
their amazing journey. Still 
performing more than 50 
years later, The Who can be 
heard in commercials, tele-
vision theme songs and on 
the radio. 

Magic Bus, the trib-
ute band, captures the 
sound and feel of The Who. 
“We’ll take you on a tour 
of the rock band’s discog-
raphy, covering songs from 
‘My Generation’ to ‘Who 
Are You.’ We also per-
form select songs from the 
rock operas ‘Tommy’ and 
‘Quadrophenia’,” said Paul 
Bessa, the Roger Daltrey 
role-player of the tribute 
band. 

Bessa (vocals, piano, 
guitar, harmonica) comes 

from New York and now 
lives in Portland, Maine. 
His introduction to music 
began with drums at the age 
of 15 after which he taught 
himself piano and guitar. 
He’s played in several rock 
bands and grew up listen-
ing to Led Zeppelin, the 
Beatles and other iconic 
bands. In 1997, he got a 
recording contract in Hol-
lywood for his own music. 
Today, he gives vocal les-
sons and performs the mu-
sic of The Who. His vocal 
style sounds like Daltrey’s 
and with Bessa’s talent on 
acoustic guitar, keyboards 
and harmonica, each song 
is rich with sound. 

Andy Pappas plays 
the part of Pete Townshend 
on guitar and vocals. His 
love for classic rock began 
at an early age. Listening 
to Elton John as a young 
boy sent him on a musical 
journey, later becoming ful-
ly immersed in the classic 
rock genre. His main influ-
ences include Deep Purple, 
Yes, Van Halen, and Rush. 

Pappas eats, sleeps, and 
breathes everything rock 
music. His passion for gui-
tar started at the age of 12, 
and he was performing in a 
band by 13. A self-taught 
musician, his passion for 
The Who and his musical 
talent fit the role of Pete 
Townshend. His life’s mis-
sion is to keep classic rock 
alive and well. 

“Mike Merservey 
was born with drumsticks 

in his hands,” according to 
the musician’s online bio. 
After his parents gave him 
his first drum he has been 
raising chaos from day one. 
Playing in bands and trav-
eling to six states and two 
countries, Meservey honed 
his musical skills. Hearing 
Who tunes all his musical 
life, he now takes on the 
high-profile part of drum-
mer Keith Moon. Meservey 
has studied Moon’s drum-

ming and has said, “It’s an 
ongoing process. Keith is 
like a big band drummer 
in a rock band. You can’t 
appreciate his genius until 
you learn his unpredictable 
style.”  

Rich Pierpont on gui-
tar and vocals, steps up to 
the part of Who bassist 
John Entwistle. Musical 
talent runs in Pierpont’s 
family. His many times 
great-grandfather wrote 
“Jingle Bells,” and his fa-
ther was in a competitive 
barbershop quartet. After 
not getting blessed with any 
of those particular musical 
genes, luckily there was a 
bass clef gene still kicking 
around, he said. Band mem-
bers say Pierpont has “an 
ear for music and 10 nimble 
fingers. With blisters under 
callus, and grooves in his 
fingertips, it’s back to the 
future, flirting around the 
octaves emulating the great 
‘Thunder Fingers.’” 

Listen to the band’s 
music here: https://magic-
bustour.com/audio-videos/ 

 Doors and cash bar 
open at 6 p.m. Concert 
starts at 7 p.m. Tickets 
can be purchased online 
at www.francocenter.org/
shows or by phone at 207-
689-2000. Tickets can also 
be purchased in person at 
our box office between 10 
a.m. and 1 p.m. on Tues-
days and Wednesdays.   

Tier 1 tickets in ad-
vance are $30 and at the 
door: $35. 

Tier 2 tickets in ad-
vance are $25 and at the 
door: $30. 

Season Underwriter 
is Maple Way Dental Care; 
Media Sponsors are Sun 
Journal, Turner Publishing, 
Uncle Andy’s, Bennett Ra-
dio Group. Show sponsors 
are Dirigo Federal Credit 
Union; Lawn Guard; Nor-
way Savings Bank; and 
Platz Associates. 

The Franco Center is 
at 46 Cedar St., Lewiston. 
Parking is available in the 
mill lot. The building is 
handicap accessible on the 
Lincoln St. Alley side.

A breath of Mozart

MMS Chorale at December 2023 concert with Director Richard Nickerson. Photo by Jared 
Morneau.

LEWISTON, ME 
-- The Maine Music Soci-
ety Chorale will present A 
Breath of Mozart at 7:00 
p.m. on Saturday, March 
16, and at 2:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, March 17, at the 
Franco Center in Lewis-
ton. 

Our classical concert 
will feature two glorious 
works accompanied by a 
Chamber Orchestra.

The performance be-
gins with Mozart’s Coro-
nation Mass, K.317 which 
was composed in 1779 
when he was 23.  It was of-
ten used for celebrations in 
the Court of Vienna mak-
ing it the perfect  piece to 
recognize our Golden Ju-
bilee season. 

The lively and en-
ergetic rhythms are truly 
engaging and often have a 

sprightly, dance-like qual-
ity. The Coronation Mass 
will highlight the talent of 
our own soloists through-
out. 

During the second 
half, you will be transport-
ed to a dream-like realm as 
you listen to the romantic 
strains and lyrics of For A 
Breath of Ecstasy, a new 
work by the modern com-
poser Michael John Trot-
ta. This seven-movement 
setting of Sara Teasdale’s 
love poetry was commis-
sioned to celebrate the 
centennial of her winning 
the first Pulitzer Prize in 
Poetry in 1918 for her col-
lection titled Love Songs. 
Teasdale was an American 
lyric poet who published 
seven volumes before her 
death at the age of 48. A 
string quartet and oboe 

provide a haunting, melod-
ic accompaniment to Teas-
dale’s beautiful, poignant 
poetry.

Michael John Trot-
ta, is an exciting current 
American musical con-
ductor and composer who 
has appeared at Carne-
gie Hall three times since 
2014. The MMS Chorale 
has performed his music 
several times now, and 
is always challenged and 
engaged by his artistic 
renderings of beautiful 
texts. For a Breath of Ec-
stasy is no exception, and 
we are sure you’ll share 
our emotional response.  

The Maine Music 
Society Chorale, under 
the direction of its Artistic 
Director, Richard Nicker-
son, has been rehearsing 
for weeks and is ready to 

make this an incredibly 
moving performance that 
will be remembered for 
years to come! 

Tickets are available 
online at www.mainemus-
icsociety.org or by calling 
our business office at 207-
333-3386. 

MMS encourages 
you to purchase your tick-
ets early.

 Tickets:
 Adult - $27*; Senior 

- $25*; Student - $15*
 Children under 12: 

free when accompanied by 
an adult.

Group rates available 
for 10 or more tickets to 

the same performance pur-
chased at the same time. 
Call our business office: 
207-333-3386.

* Price includes all 
handling fees 

The Maine Music 
Society thanks its season 
underwriters Hardy, Wolf 
& Downing and the Sun 
Journal,  Foundation spon-
sor The Ladd Foundation, 
and  the Event Sponsor 
Platz Associates for mak-
ing this concert possible.

The Maine Music 
Society Chorale is an audi-
tioned, mixed-voice com-
munity chorus based in 
Lewiston-Auburn. Led by 

Maine Music Society Ar-
tistic Director Dr. Richard 
Nickerson, the 75+ voice 
chorale has distinguished 
itself with an ever-evolv-
ing level of excellence and 
professionalism. Founded 
as the Androscoggin Cho-
rale in 1972, the group’s 
diverse repertoire reflects 
its desire to advance the 
cultural heritage of Central 
Maine, to explore a broad 
range of musical genres 
— contemporary, musical 
theatre, classical, opera, 
oratorio — and to provide 
its members with opportu-
nities to experience their 
love of singing.
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Boiler operator, land surveyor technician trainings offered
High-Pressure Boil-

er Operator Training 
2024

AUBURN, ME – The 
Center for Workforce and 
Professional Development 
at Central Maine Com-
munity College (CMCC) 
is partnering with area 
employers and service 
providers to recruit can-
didates interested in com-
pleting their High-Pressure 
Boiler Operator Certifica-
tion.

Information and reg-
istration for the free pro-
gram is available at central-
maine.cc/workforceapply.

Running from March 
19th – June 18th, this 
course offers a practical 
approach, knowledge, and 
techniques to power plant 
operation and is designed 

to prepare the student to sit 
for the Maine High-Pres-
sure Boiler License Exam. 
Upon completing this 
course and the required 
in-service experience un-
der a state-issued training 
permit, the student can take 
the Central Maine Com-
munity College licensing 
exam. The cost of the exam 
is included.

The average starting 
wage for a High-Pressure 
Boiler Operator is $42,000 
in the State of Maine.

Registration for this 
course is required.

This training is just 
one of the many free cours-
es offered by Workforce 
and Professional Devel-
opment including Intro-
duction to Phlebotomy, 
Certified Pharmacy Tech-

nician, Computer Support 
Specialist – 2 Course Bun-
dle, CETP Gas Training, 
Refrigerant EPA 608, Fi-
ber Optic Technician, Heat 
Pump Installer Training, 
and the Welding Academy.

For more information 
or to register, please contact 
Central Maine Community 
College’s Center for Work-
force & Professional De-
velopment at workforcede-
velopment@cmcc.edu or 
207-755-5280.

Land Surveyor 
Technician I

The Center for Work-
force and Professional 
Development at Central 
Maine Community Col-
lege (CMCC) is partnering 
with area employers and 
service providers to recruit 
candidates interested in 

completing their 15-hour 
Land Surveyor Technician 
Certification. The In-Per-
son Course Dates: March 7 
- April 4, 2024, Thursdays 
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Information and 
registration for the free 
program is available at 
centralmaine.cc/work-
forceapply

The Survey Tech-
nician I course provides 
preparatory training for a 
nationally recognized Land 
Survey Technician certifi-
cation. The course covers 
the setup for surveying sta-
tions, sequence stationing, 
data collection, recording 
observed angles, record-
ing distances, utilizing 
point coding, and taking 
survey notes. The course 
will also cover reading 

topographical maps, CAD 
software operations, and 
following safety guidelines 
in the field. Upon comple-
tion, the cost of the exam 
is covered, students earn a 
Digital Badge, and start-
ing salaries trend at over 
$31,000 with opportunity 
for advancement.

This training is just 
one of the many free cours-
es offered by Workforce 
and Professional Develop-
ment including Introduc-
tion to Phlebotomy, CNA 
Lewiston, Computer Sup-
port Specialist – 2 Course 
Bundle, CETP Gas Train-
ing, Heat Pump Install-
er, Refrigerant EPA 608, 
High-Pressure Boiler, Fi-
ber Optics Technician, and 
the Welding Academy.

These programs are 

funded by the Maine Jobs 
and Recovery Program 
(MJRP). The course ma-
terials and exam fees are 
also covered. Participants 
must be at least 18 years of 
age, possess a high school 
diploma, GED, or HiSet, 
and be a U.S. citizen and/or 
authorized to work in the 
U.S. Candidates are only 
eligible to participate in 
one MJRP program being 
offered at any of the sev-
en colleges in the Maine 
Community College Sys-
tem.

For more information 
or to register, please contact 
Central Maine Community 
College’s Center for Work-
force & Professional De-
velopment at workforcede-
velopment@cmcc.edu or 
207-755-5280.

Letter to the Editor:
A message of thanks and hope to all veterans

Dear Editor, Twin 
City Times,

Today, I paused to 
recall the December 2023 
flood of Lewiston’s Veter-
ans Memorial Park, when 
a time capsule resembling 
a casket washed into the 
Androscoggin River. The 
capsule contained memo-
rabilia from a gathering of 
veterans viewing the trav-
eling Vietnam War Memo-
rial.  

I had the great hon-
or as a veteran to offer the 
benediction prior to the 
sealing of the casket.  As 
I prayed, many veterans 
approached the casket one 
last time placing personal 
Vietnam War items in it.  
As I completed the prayer, 
I placed the benediction 
words in the casket right 
before it was sealed.  

When I heard of the 
loss of the time capsule, I 
was stunned and felt sad 

for all Vietnam Era vet-
erans, their families and 
friends who like me, con-
sidered the sealing of this 
capsule part of closure 
as we stood before the 
Vietnam Wall filled with 
names of those who gave 
the ultimate sacrifice for 
our nation’s freedom.

As the capsule re-
mains missing, I offer 
for publication the origi-
nal text of my October 1, 
2007 benediction (below) 
as a message of thanks and 
hope to all veterans, of all 
wars, and all the men and 
women in active duty to-
day serving and guarding 
our nation’s freedom in 
very challenging times. 

Dignity Memorial 
Vietnam Wall—Bury The 
Vault Ceremony

Monday, October 1, 
2007, 1:00PM

Lord, we gathered 
this past week as brothers 

and sisters on this sacred 
ground, for a time to re-
member, a time to reflect, 
and a time heal.

Lord, we gather be-
fore the Vietnam Wall, 
dedicated to those who 
served in Vietnam and 
honoring all veterans of 
the U.S. military forces 
to commit these hallowed 
artifacts to history so that 
all who visit this sacred 
ground never forget the 
cost of freedom, those 
who defended it with their 
lives, and those wounded 
in war.

On this most solemn 
occasion, we pray that our 
deceased sisters and broth-
ers, who served with hon-
or, continue to serve with 
the heavenly legion of 
angels, watching over our 
military forces in harm’s 
way in Iraq, Afghanistan 
and throughout the world. 
We ask God for their pro-

tection and care.
On this day of re-

membrance, we also pray 
for all veterans who have 
served honorably in peace 
and in war, especially 
those who died in service 
to a grateful nation.

May almighty God 
bless these artifacts and 
symbols of freedom and 
honor, those who wore 
them, and those who car-
ried them to this place. 
Bless their friends and 

families and bless those 
still missing in action 
whose sacrifice is carried 
by their friends and fami-
lies.

These artifacts and 
symbols of freedom will 
now be sealed for eterni-
ty, never to be forgotten, 
serving as a constant re-
minder for the sacrifice 
of all whose names are 
etched on this wall for the 
preservation of our sacred 
freedom, one nation, un-

der god, indivisible and 
justice for all.

As we seal this vault 
† and lower it into sacred 
ground, we salute all Viet-
nam veterans, living and 
dead.

May God bless 
America, land of the free 
and home of the brave. 
Amen!

DEACON DENIS 
MAILHOT

U.S. Navy, CTR3, 
1969-72

Cooking healthy on a budget at APL
AUBURN, ME -- 

Join Healthy Androscoggin 
Nutrition Educator, Rebecca 
Schoen, for this 2-part class 
series -- March 5 and 6. This 
hands-on and engaging pro-
gram will have participants 
learning from each other 
through conversation and 
activities focused on healthy 
food options and stretching 

your food dollars. Lunch 
and recipes will be provid-
ed, as well as take-home re-
sources and a cookbook!

NOTE: This is a 
2-class series, please plan to 
attend both sessions -- Tues-
day, March 5 and Wednes-
day, March 6! Registration 
is required. To register, go 
to: https://www.auburnpub-

liclibrary.org/event/cook-
ing-healthy-budget

For more information 
on this or other upcoming 
programs visit Auburn Pub-
lic Library’s website or call 
the Reference Desk at 207-
333-6640, ext. 4
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Renewable Energy Grant application assistance available
Bangor, ME – The 

U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) Rural 
Development is inviting 
grant applications from 
organizations to provide 
hands-on assistance to ag-
ricultural producers and 
rural small businesses ap-
plying for Rural Energy for 
America Program (REAP) 
funding. REAP provides 
grants and loans to help 
farmers and small business 
owners expand their use 
of wind, solar and other 
forms of clean energy and 
make energy efficiency 
improvements. The REAP 
Technical Assistance Grant 
(REAP TAG) program just 

announced is for organiza-
tions that intend to provide 
support to REAP appli-
cants. USDA has allocated 
$250K for REAP TAG in 
Maine this fiscal year.

“REAP offers Maine 
agricultural producers and 
small businesses a way 
to have more control over 
their energy costs,” said 
USDA Rural Develop-
ment Maine State Direc-
tor Rhiannon Hampson. 
“We want to ensure that 
all eligible businesses can 
apply, whether in our her-
itage farming and maritime 
industries or among the 
diverse businesses that sus-
tain Maine’s rural towns. 

These grants for organiza-
tions that provide techni-
cal assistance are one way 
we can make it easier for 
applicants to compete for 
our REAP grants. Access 
to efficient, green energy 
options means cost sav-
ings for businesses and a 
cleaner environment for all 
Mainers.”

Eligible recipients for 
these grants include state, 
Tribal or local govern-
ments; land grant colleges 
and universities; electric 
cooperatives; and nonprofit 
organizations. Recipients 
may use the funds to:

Help rural agricul-
tural producers and small 

business owners apply for 
REAP funding.

Provide information 
on how business owners 
and agricultural producers 
can improve the energy ef-
ficiency of their operations 
and use renewable energy 
technologies and resources.

Conduct required en-
ergy assessments and au-
dits.

Help agricultural pro-
ducers and small business 
owners with planning con-
struction and development 
of renewable energy or en-
ergy efficiency projects.

Assist with the com-
pletion of environmental 
reports and/or documenta-

tion required for submittal 
of applications.

This program works 
alongside REAP to create 
new economic opportu-
nities, reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, and make 
energy more affordable 
for American families. 
Together, these programs 
will boost the long-term 
resiliency, reliability, and 
affordability of renew-
able energy systems in 
Maine. This assistance is 
made possible by Presi-
dent Biden’s Inflation Re-
duction Act, the nation’s 
largest-ever investment in 
combatting the climate cri-
sis.

The 2023 Maine 
REAP TAG recipients were 
the Sunrise County Eco-
nomic Council, Pecos Wind 
Inc., and Sustaine Inc. Cur-
rent applications must be 
submitted by March 15, 
2024, at 11:59 p.m. ET. 
For additional information 
and submission details, see 
page 12815 of the Feb. 20 
Federal Register. Find an-
swers to frequently asked 
questions online at this 
link: http://tinyurl.com/
bde82vnr or contact Ka-
trina Shaw, RBCS Maine 
State Energy Coordinator 
(katrina.shaw@usda.gov 
or 207-990-9129) for fur-
ther information.

Maine curler pens mystery 
about the great Scottish sport 

OCEAN PARK, 
ME - Maine author Da-
vid Florig announces 
the release of his debut 
novel, The Stones of 
Ailsa Craig. Set in pres-
ent-day Belfast, Maine 
and 1880s Scotland, the 
novel is a sometimes dark 
look into one man’s loss, 
loneliness, and obsession 
with vengeance and jus-
tice. The Stones of Ailsa 
Craig is centered around 
the ancient Scottish sport 
of curling and features 
a Foreword by Olympic 

curler Tara Peterson. Al-
though curling provides 
the context, the novel is 
for fans of both historical 
fiction and mysteries. The 
book launch and speaking 
tour are timed to coincide 
with the beginning of the 
curling season in Maine. 

In a nutshell, this is 
the story of The Stones 
of Ailsa Craig: Confucius 
once said, “Before you 
embark on a journey of 
revenge, dig two graves.” 
Confucius was wrong. 
A widower at fifty years 
old, a lost, lonely, and in-
creasingly obsessed man 
seemingly finds salvation 
in the ancient Scottish 
sport of curling, until it 
unexpectedly takes him 
down a much different 
and darker path. A path 
through present-day Bel-
fast, Maine; 1880s Scot-
land; and to the remote, 
volcanic island of Ailsa 
Craig, home to the fin-
est curling stone granite 
in the world and former 
home to tens of thousands 
of marauding brown rats. 
A path that was revealed 
to him after seeing a sin-
gle, 130-year-old photo-

graph. What else could 
he do but embrace his 
calling after seeing that 
picture and learning the 
truth? 

David Florig is the 

past-president of the Pine 
Tree Curling Club in 
Portland, Maine, as well 
as a member of the Maine 
Writers and Publishers 
Alliance. 
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Open for curbside pick-up, take out, 
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!
Indoor AND outdoor dining!

Junction Bowl 
American pub-style food and drinks.

Curbside pickup 7 days a week.

Mon-Thur 3pm-10pm • Fri-Sun 11am-10pm

American pub-style food and drinks.

SCANSCAN
HERE!HERE!

1567 Lisbon Street Lewiston, Maine

The Place whereevery hour ishappy.
OPEN DAILY
11AM-9PM
DINE IN - TAKE OUT
207-777-6353
207-777-6354

Send all 
items for

What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is

Friday by five.

Seniors Not Acting Their Age

Cold and Blustery Burnt Mountain

Adam Chase struggles to keep his balance in gusty winds at 
the summit of Burnt Mountain

Leaving tree line, there is a spectacular view of Sugarloaf 
Mountain

The alpine zone on Burnt Mountain was covered with ice and windswept snow

 By Ron Chase
My son, Adam, and 

I made several attempts 
to plan a climb of Burnt 
Mountain in Carrabassett 
Valley over a two month 
period.  At every juncture, 
our competing sched-
ules interfered.  Finally, 
on Sunday, January 21st, 
we were able to connect.  
There was a downside, 
powerful winds and frigid 
wind chills were forecast.  
After some deliberation, 
we decided to pack for 
extreme conditions and 
give it a try.

Located a short dis-
tance east of Sugarloaf 
Mountain, Burnt Moun-
tain, also known as Burnt 
Hill, is little brother to its 
taller companion.  Situat-
ed in a mountainous re-
gion, the 3,595 foot peak 
is often overlooked by 
hiking enthusiasts.  The 
5.5 mile out-and-back 
hike entails about 1,900 
feet of elevation gain 
and the extensive barren 
summit cone provides 
remarkable 360 degree 
views.  Scaling the boul-
der-strewn alpine zone is 
usually an exciting chal-
lenging endeavor since 
it’s frequently covered 
with ice and windswept 
snow in winter.

Since we were an-
ticipating severe above 
tree line conditions, sig-
nificant consideration was 
given to how we dressed 
and what was selected for 
gear.  Each of us carried 
snowshoes, micro spikes, 
emergency gear, a down 
parka and pants, a head-
light and spare batteries, 
energy food, plenty of 
water, and additional lay-
ers of clothing. We were 
prepared to survive the 
night if necessary.

Skies were clear and 
temperatures in single 
digits when we met at the 
trailhead on the northwest 
side of the mountain.  The 

excursion began on an un-
expectedly positive note; 
previous hikers had bro-
ken trail in about a foot of 
new snow leaving a hard 
packed surface on which 
to hike.  Unknown was 
whether the trail was bro-
ken to tree line and what 
was required for footgear 
in the alpine zone.  We de-
cided carrying the added 
weight of snowshoes was 
the prudent choice as post 
holing in deep snow is 
exhausting and time-con-
suming.

We began the trek 
following a narrow path 
in a mixed hardwood 
and conifer forest.  Shel-
tered from the worst of 
the wind, we were com-
fortable while proceeding 
along a partially frozen 
mountain stream.  Blow-
downs were skirted in a 

couple of areas and two 
precarious stream cross-
ings were cautiously ne-
gotiated.

After a short mile, 
we traversed two down-
hill ski trails and began 
climbing more steadi-
ly. When a precipitous 
wooded escarpment was 
encountered, the path an-
gled right and rose more 
gradually.  Once the ver-
tical gradient was circum-
vented, we turned left 
and progressed upward 
through steep terrain in a 
dense conifer forest.

Sparse stunted tree 
growth indicated we were 
nearing tree line.  Clam-
orous winds were gusting 
above.  We halted in a 
protected area to prepare 
for the blustery arctic en-
vironment.

Hooded parkas were 

donned and hand warm-
ers activated in anticipa-
tion of harsh wind chills.  
Unsure of what to expect 
for surface conditions, we 
began in bare boots.  En-
tering the turbulent world, 
a spectacular view of Sug-
arloaf Mountain was an 
immediate reward. 

The inhospitable 
landscape was a bewilder-
ing combination of ice, 
hardened snow, and ex-
posed rock which left no 
ideal choice for footwear.  
Snowshoes were unneces-
sary and an impediment in 
the gusty winds so we left 
them behind.   Experienc-
ing difficulty maintain-
ing stability wearing just 
boots, we quickly affixed 
micro spikes.

The summit is about 
a half mile above tree 
line.  Although problem-
atic on bare rock, micro 
spikes were otherwise in-
valuable.  The wind was 
primarily behind us as we 
guardedly ascended try-
ing to avoid a fall.  The 
two most significant dif-
ficulties were keeping our 
balance in the formidable 
winds and locating cairns 

camouflaged with ice and 
snow. 

We persisted over a 
steep rugged incline that 
appeared to be the top.  
Alas, it was a false sum-
mit.  The large summit 
cairn was now visible a 
few hundred yards farther 
up.  We labored on.

Arriving at the pin-
nacle, we briefly removed 
our mitts to take a few 
quick photos.  We spent 
perhaps two minutes em-
bracing the wonderful 
views before beginning 
our return.  Persevering 
into an icy headwind, we 
reminded one another that 
the descent in the alpine 
zone was the most hazard-
ous part of the trek.

Our careful return 
to tree line was thrilling 
but otherwise uneventful.  
Exuberance was over-
flowing during our easy 
hike down.  We shared a 
high elevation report with 
three climbers who were 
heading up.  Well-pre-
pared, they expressed 
confidence.

My book, Maine Al 
Fresco:  The Fifty Finest 
Outdoor Adventures in 

Maine narrates nine more 
mountain hikes, including 
several stormy winter ex-
cursions.

Ron Chase resides 
in Topsham.  His latest 
book, “Maine Al Fresco:  
The Fifty Finest Outdoor 
Adventures in Maine” is 
available at www.north-
countrypress.com/maine-
al-fresco or in bookstores 
and through online retail-
ers.  His previous books 
are “The Great Mars 
Hill Bank Robbery” and 
“Mountains for Mortals – 
New England.”  Visit his 
website at www.ronchase-
outdoors.com or he can 
be reached at ronchase-
outdoors@comcast.net
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If you’ve ever been 
in a relationship, 
you’ll talk about this 
all the way home.

BY JENNY STAFFORD

Entertaining and thought-provoking for couples of all ages.

March 
15-24

Stanton Bird Club to hold March meeting

Photo of an Atlantic Puffin by Ed Robinson. 

AUBURN, ME -- 
Writer and photographer, 
Ed Robinson will be the 
featured speaker at the 
March 4th meeting of the 
Stanton Bird Club. Entitled 
“The Mystery of Maine’s 
Wildlife”, the presentation 
will feature Atlantic Puf-
fins, black bears, Northern 
Saw-whet Owls, Canada 
lynx, and the American 
mink along with a couple 
surprises. 

Robinson spends a 

great deal of time studying 
the natural world and will 
share some insights about 
these fascinating animals. 
The presentation will in-
clude stunning photos, bi-
ological facts, and stories. 

Growing up in the 
Finger Lakes region of 
New York, Robinson de-
veloped a deep love for 
wild creatures and the en-
vironment. Since moving 
to Orr’s Island from En-
gland in 2007, he has been 

exploring our beautiful 
state and writing about the 
creatures that live here. 

Ed recently published 
his second book titled Na-
ture Notes from Maine: 
Puffins, Black Bears, Rac-
coons & More, with the 
profits benefitting public 
education and conserva-
tion. 

The talk will be held 
on Monday, March 4th 
from 4-6pm at the Auburn 
Public Library. The public 

is welcome. This lecture is 
free of charge. The Stan-
ton Bird Club, a leader in 
environmental awareness, 
owns and manages the 
Thorncrag Nature Sanc-
tuary in Lewiston as well 
as the Woodbury Nature 
Sanctuary in Monmouth 
and Litchfield. 

More information 
about other activities of the 
Club can be found at www.
StantonBirdClub.org and 
on its Facebook page.

APL announces teen 
programs in March
Stop Motion 

Films: Show Your Story 
3/1 from 2:30 PM - 4 PM - 
Teen Space, Auburn Public 
Library

Coding Basics 
3/5 from 2:30 PM - 3:30 
PM - Computer Lab, Au-
burn Public Library

Anime & Manga 
Club 3/6 and 3/27 from 4 
PM - 5 PM - Teen Space, 
Auburn Public Library

Open Mic Night 
3/11 from 3 PM - 4 PM - 
Teen Space, Auburn Public 
Library

Galaxies: with 
North Star Planetarium 

3/11 from 6 PM - 6:45 
PM - Grand Reading 
Room, Auburn Public Li-
brary

Craft Club 3/12 and 
3/19 from 4 PM - 5 PM - 
Teen Space, Auburn Public 
Library

Tweens in the Teen 
Space 3/13 from 3:30 PM 
- 4:30 PM - Teen Space, 
Auburn Public Library

3D Modeling Basics 
3/14 from 2:30 PM - 3:30 
PM - Computer Lab, Au-
burn Public Library

Tween Craft Club 
3/18 from 3:30 PM - 4:30 
PM - Teen Space, Auburn 

Public Library
Dungeons & Drag-

ons 3/20 from 3 PM - 5 
PM - Teen Space, Auburn 
Public Library

Internet Safety 
Gauntlet 3/21 from 2:30 
PM - 3 PM - Teen Space, 
Auburn Public Library

Tween Anime Club 
3/25 from 3:30 PM - 4:30 
PM - Teen Space, Auburn 
Public Library

Let’s Make Com-
ics! Artist Talk with Sarah 
Shaw 3/29 from 3 PM - 4 
PM - Androscoggin Com-
munity Room, Auburn 
Public Library

Auditions announced for 
CLT’s “Alice in Wonderland”

AUBURN, ME -- 
“Alice in Wonderland” is 
the classic story of a young 
girl who falls down a rab-
bit hole and finds herself 
in a fantastical world filled 
with colorful characters 
and exciting and unusual 
adventures. CLT is look-
ing for approximately 26 
actors, some roles may be 
doubled.

Auditions for Alice in 
Wonderland at LA/CLT are 
March 10 and 11 at 6pm 

at 30 Academy St, Auburn 
ME. Auditioners need only 
attend one day of audi-
tions. However, callbacks 
may be scheduled later in 
the week.

Those wishing to au-
dition for the Mad Hatter 
may be asked to perform 
some light choreography.

For more informa-
tion, contact info@LA-
CLT.com

The production dates 
for “Alice in Wonderland ” 

are June 14-23.
L/A Community Lit-

tle Theatre, located at 30 
Academy Street in Au-
burn, has been producing 
live theatre since 1940. 
A volunteer, non-profit 
organization, our goal is 
to provide affordable and 
quality entertainment in 
the performing arts as well 
as education, training, and 
experience in theatre for 
area youth. www.laclt.
com.

Best
Source
for Arts, 
Music 

and 
Theater!

Your
Hometown 

Paper.
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Insulate. Be comfortable.  
Save money.
Act now while rebates up to 
$8,000 are available*

*All homeowners eligible for rebates up to $4,000. Verified income-eligible 
homeowners qualify for rebates up to $8,000. See efficiencymaine.com for details.

Find an insulation professional  
at efficiencymaine.com
or call 866-376-2463.

MLCA donates $10K to help coastal communities rebuild
K E N N E B U N K , 

ME – The Maine Lob-
ster Community Alliance 
(MLCA), a non-prof-
it based in Kennebunk 
whose mission is to 
foster thriving coastal 
communities and pre-
serve Maine’s lobster-
ing heritage, announced 
today that it is donating 
$10,000 to the Working 
Waterfront Support Fund.

The fund was estab-

lished following Janu-
ary’s devastating storms 
and historic flooding 
that caused widespread 
destruction and millions 
of dollars of damage 
in communities up and 
down the Maine coast.

MLCA is work-
ing with other fishing 
and working waterfront 
partner organizations in-
cluding the Maine Lob-
stermen’s Association 

(MLA), Maine Coast 
Fishermen’s Association, 
Maine Marine Trades As-
sociation, New England 
Fishermen’s Steward-

ship Association, and the 
Maine Lobstering Union 
to survey the damage and 
determine how the Work-
ing Waterfront Support 
Fund can be most useful.

“Lobstermen can’t 
get to work if they don’t 
have access to working 
waterfront,” said Am-
ber-Jean Nickel, pres-
ident of the MLCA. 
“Right now, so many 
hardworking families 

who live in our coastal 
communities are suffer-
ing and trying to pick up 
the pieces. We are con-
fident that the state and 
federal government will 
eventually provide finan-
cial resources to help the 
rebuilding, but we antic-
ipate that the Working 
Waterfront Support Fund 
can provide not only a lit-
tle bit of help today, but 
also a little bit of hope.”

MLCA also an-
nounced that it is selling 
special “Preserve and 
Protect” merchandise 
for anyone interested in 
helping to support the 
rebuilding process. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of this 
merchandise will support 
the Working Waterfront 
Support Fund. Products 
can be found here: https://
www.mlcalliance.org/
category/protect-preserve

Student loan repayment counseling with NVME
AUGUSTA, ME-

-New Ventures Maine 
(NVME) staff will now 
offer free Student Loan 
Repayment Counseling 
in addition to classes and 
coaching in financial edu-
cation.

Student Loan Re-
payment Counseling is 
for individuals who are 
struggling to repay student 
loans or:

have a loan that is 
past due or in default

need assistance 
choosing a repayment plan

want to learn about 
debt consolidation

have questions about 
loan forgiveness programs

Individuals can 
schedule a repayment 
counseling session in per-
son, online via Zoom, or 
by phone by contacting 
NVME at 207-621-3440 
or info@newventures-
maine.org.

Student Loan Repay-

ment Counseling will also 
include information relat-
ed to taxes, such as deter-
mination of eligibility for 
the Maine Student Loan 

Repayment Tax Credit 
(SLRTC). Individuals pay-
ing off student loans may 
be eligible for a Maine 
Student Loan Repayment 

Tax Credit (SLRTC) of up 
to $2,500 annually when 
all of the following apply:

you earned an associ-
ate, bachelor’s, or graduate 
degree after 2007 from an 
accredited Maine or non-
Maine community college, 
college, or university

you have a certain 
amount of earned income

you live in Maine
you file a Maine in-

dividual income tax return
The new free service 

is made possible in part by 
a grant from the John T. 
Gorman Foundation.

Five NVME staff 
who are experienced in 
providing financial edu-
cation completed training 
with the Institute of Stu-
dent Loan Advisors in or-
der to provide student loan 
borrowers with student 
loan repayment options 
such as income-based re-
payment plans and public 
service forgiveness plans.

Extension 4-H workshop explores Maine’s April solar eclipse
MAINE -- The 

University of Maine Co-
operative Extension 4-H 
program is offering a free 
online workshop for youth 
ages 9-18, focused on the 
upcoming solar eclipse in 
April. The workshop will 
be held Thursdays from 
4-5 p.m. March 21-April 
11.

Maine is set to expe-
rience a full solar eclipse 
on April 8, providing a 
once-in-a-lifetime oppor-

tunity for residents of the 
state. A total solar eclipse 
occurs when the Sun, 
Moon, and Earth align in 
a direct line, resulting in 
a darkened sky and vari-
ous atmospheric changes. 
During the eclipse, the 
center of the Moon’s shad-
ow will hit the Earth, cre-
ating a unique and awe-in-
spiring phenomenon.

The 4-H workshop 
will delve into the science 
behind solar eclipses, of-

fering hands-on experi-
ments to help participants 
understand the phenome-
non better. The workshop 
will also explore how 
youth can contribute to 
NASA’s data collection 
efforts during the eclipse 
in Maine.

To culminate the 
workshop, a ‘Solar Eclipse 
Extravaganza’ will be held 
on April 11th, allowing 
participants to reflect on 
their experience of view-

ing the solar eclipse.
Participation in the 

workshop is free; space is 
limited to 15 participants. 
Registration closes March 
1. Registered participants 

will receive a link to 
access the workshop on-
line and will also be pro-
vided with at-home mate-
rials.

To register visit the 

program webpage. For 
more information or to re-
quest a reasonable accom-
modation, contact Sarah 
Sparks, sarah.sparks@
maine.edu, 207.581.8206.

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our giveaways!
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That’s why we bring health care to you.

Navigating emotional wellbeing

Hospice care + Hospice House

Chronic condition management
Recovery from illness or injury

Skilled medical care in the comfort of your own home

Recreation welcomes Kevin Bean as Community Sports Aide
LEWISTON, ME – 

Kevin Bean is now onboard 
with the City of Lewiston’s 
Recreation Department 
serving as Community 
Sports Aide. His responsi-
bilities include maintaining 
working relationships with 
Lewiston organizations 
for the use of public facil-
ities; overseeing athletic 
field rentals; maintaining 
a schedule for communi-
ty games, practices, and 
events; and developing and 
implementing community 
athletic programs for all 
ages.

Bean grew up in a 
small Western Maine town 
that thrived on its ability 
to bring community to-
gether, especially through 

sports and recreation. He 
embraced his hometown’s 
passion as a member of 
the University of Maine’s 
football team and later at 
Central Maine Community 
College (CMCC) where he 
supported basketball and 
baseball teams to multiple 
conference championships 
and national tournament 
bids.

As such, Bean is ex-
cited to bring diverse court 
and field experiences as a 
player and as an assistant 
coach to his new role with 
the City of Lewiston Rec-
reation Department.

Bean is also finalizing 
the department’s newest 
volunteer program, Vol-
unteer Forward. Volunteer 

Forward welcomes vol-
unteers who are interested 
in supporting recreational 
opportunities around the 
city. Ranging from coach-
ing at a free soccer pro-
gram to attending facility 
clean-ups, the program 
offers a variety of ways 
for residents to give back 
to the community. Those 
interested in helping with 
the program may reach him 
at kbean@lewistonmaine.
gov.There is no fee to ap-
ply, and the City conducts a 
background check on each 
applicant.

‘Kevin’s experience 
in working with volunteers, 
paired with his participa-
tion in a wide range of ath-
letics and capacities, makes 

him a great fit for this new 
position. The Community 
Sports Aide will broaden 
recreational opportunities 
for our community, specifi-
cally with a focus on struc-
tured drop-in programming 
for youth and adults,’ said 
Nicole Welch, Recreation 
Director.

‘I look forward to 
bringing my love for sports 
and continuing to be active 
every day to make recre-
ation more accessible to 
everyone in our commu-
nity. I’m thrilled to call 
Lewiston my home again 
as I did during my time at 
Central Maine Community 
College and can’t wait to 
help this great city on its 
path forward,” said Bean.

Sea Dogs VP addresses Rotary

LEWISTON, AU-
BURN, ME -- Chris Cam-
eron, at right, vice President 
of communications and fan 
experience for the Portland 
Sea Dogs, was guest speak-
er at a recent meeting of 
the Lewiston-Auburn Club. 

Now in his 28th season 
with the team, he joined 
the organization as a part-
time seasonal employee in 
1996. Cameron was named 
the Public Relations Direc-
tor of the Year in 2005 for 
all minor league sports by 

MinorLeagueNews.com. 
He is pictured with Rotary 
President Roger Philippon.

Cameron announced 
that the Sea Dogs game on 
July 31st will be “Maine 
Strong” night in honor of 
the victims of the October 
25th tragedy in Lewiston 
as well as first responders 
and community leaders. 
The team will wear special 
jerseys that will later be 
auctioned off to benefit the 
Lewiston-Auburn Rescue 
Fund.  

The Lewiston-Au-
burn Rotary Club has been 
serving this community 
since its founding in 1917. 
In addition to various vol-
unteer activities, the club 
raises funds to support lo-
cal service agencies and to 
provide yearly scholarships 
to graduating seniors from 
area high schools. Any-
one interested in joining is 
encouraged to come to a 
meeting and visit the club 
website at lewistonauburn-
rotary.org/.

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our giveaways!

AREA Meeting Notice
LEWISTON, ME -- 

The Androscoggin Retired 
Educators’ Association 
will meet at 10:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, March 13 at 
Lewiston High School’s 
Green Ladle. The price for 
this meal is $19 ($20 at the 
door).

The speaker for this 
meeting is Laura Johnson 

from Seniors’ Plus.
Please make checks 

out to AREA and mail to 
Gina Fuller, 36 Elliott Ave, 
Lewiston, Maine 04240.

AREA meets five 
times per year: Septem-
ber, October, November, 
March, and April. Dues are 
$10 per year for educators 
and $6 for non-educator 

spouses or partners. Dues 
are payable in September.

All who have served 
in the education profession 
are welcome: teachers, as-
sistant teachers, guidance 
counselors, librarians, 
principals. You need not 
have taught in Androscog-
gin County, or even in the 
State of Maine.

Send all items for
Names & Faces to the editor.

Deadline is
Friday by five pm.



 Page 9Thursday, February 29, 2024

Now Offering

Deposit 
accounts 

insured up to 
$1,000,000$1,000,0001

  

1Only select share accounts are eligible for this level of added savings protection. 
Visit egcu.org/ultimate for more details. Federally insured by NCUA, 

privately insured by Excess Share Insurance.

egcu.org/Ultimate

Scan to open 
or call

207-221-5000

Tickets: 207-333-3386 or mainemusicsociety.org

Sat., March 16 • 7:00pm
Sun., March 17 • 2:00pm
FRANCO CENTER • LEWISTON

This concert features 
two glorious works 
accompanied by 
strings to recognize 
our Golden Jubilee 
season: Mozart’s 
Coronation Mass, K. 
317, and Michael 
John Trotta’s For a 
Breath of Ecstasy.

NEW DATES!NEW DATES!

The Ladies of St Anne Sodality 
General Meeting March 2024

The Ladies of St 
Anne Sodality of Prince of 
Peace Parish, Holy Fami-
ly are planning a General 
meeting on Wednesday, 

March 20 2024 at the Par-
ish Hall at 6 PM; doors 
open at 5:30, at which time 
the Elections will be held 
as well as a Prayer Meet-

ing. Refreshments will be 
served.

Please save a date for 
the Annual Card Party on 
Friday April 10, 2024.

Best
Source
for Arts, 

Music and 
Theater!

Your
Hometown 

Paper.

Lee bill unanimously approved, will close bail process loophole 
AUGUSTA, ME 

– The Legislature gave 
final approval on Wednes-
day to a measure spon-
sored by Rep. Adam 
Lee, D-Auburn, that 
would help prevent unnec-
essary detention for those 
who present minimal or no 
risk to their communities. 

Currently, a discrep-
ancy exists in Maine’s bail 
laws. When a court deems 
an individual sufficiently 
low-risk to qualify for un-
secured bail – where the 
defendant isn’t required to 
pay any bail amount – jail 
personnel can complete 

the necessary paperwork 
at no cost, facilitating the 
person’s release. Howev-
er, if a bail commissioner 
reaches the same conclu-
sion, the defendant must 
pay a $60 bail commis-
sioner fee, and jail per-
sonnel cannot handle the 
paperwork.  

LD 2051 would fix 
this discrepancy. It would 
expedite the release pro-
cess for individuals who 
would otherwise be re-
leased from jail without 
being charged. As a result, 
these individuals wouldn’t 
have to wait for a court ap-

pearance before securing 
their release. 

 “One night in jail 
can have a significant im-
pact on a person’s life,” 
said Lee. “This impact 
can extend to children, 
who might end up without 
a place to sleep or proper 
adult supervision. Further-
more, adults may be at risk 
of losing their job or face 
other setbacks in their re-
covery. This legislation 
aims to avoid the unnec-
essary financial and so-
cial costs associated with 
imprisoning individuals 
who pose no threat to their 

communities.” 
 The Maine Judi-

cial Branch, the ACLU 
of Maine and the Maine 
Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers all sup-
ported this legislation at its 
public hearing in January. 

The bill now heads to 
the governor’s desk. 

Lee is serving his 
first term in the Maine 
House and is a member of 
the Legislature’s Judiciary 
Committee. He represents 
House District 89, which 
includes a portion of Au-
burn, including its down-
town. 

Thawing season poses risk 
to Lewiston roadways                                                                                            

LEWISTON, ME 
– With thawing season 
underway, the Lewiston 
Public Works Department 
warns those whose vehi-
cles are over 23,000 lbs. 
that they are not permit-
ted on 16 Lewiston roads. 
Thawing season extends 
through May 1.

“During thawing 
season, some roadways 
are vulnerable to heavy 
weights that cause the 
road base to become 
soft and muddy under 
the pavement. When 
heavier vehicles use 
those roads, the pavement 
above the softened ma-
terials can be damaged,” 
said Reggie Poussard, 
Highway Operations 
Manager. 

The 16 roadways 
deemed for weight limit 
postings are those with 
an open ditch drainage 
system, no underdrains, 
and not built to withstand 
weights like primary 

roadways.
Ferry Rd – From 

Apple Rd to River Rd
River Rd –  From 

Ferry Rd to the Solid 
Waste Facility at 420 Riv-
er Rd

Dyer Rd – From Lis-
bon Rd to Ferry Rd

Pinewoods Rd – 
From Ferry Rd to Town 
Line

Gayton Rd – From 
Lisbon Rd to Town Line

Old Webster Rd – 
From Old Lisbon Rd to 
Crowley Rd

Merrill Rd – From 
College Rd to Main St

Sleeper Rd – From 
Merrill Rd to Town Line

Randall Rd – From 
Sunrise Lane to Grove St

Grove St – From 
Randall Rd to Town Line

Old Greene Rd – 
From North Temple St to 
Town Line

No Name Pond Rd 
– From Old Greene Rd to 
Town Line

Pond Rd – From 
Cherrywood Dr to No 
Name Pond Rd

Golder Rd – From 
Sabattus St to Pond Rd

South Lisbon Rd – 
Crowley Rd Eastward to 
Lisbon St (east end of So. 
Lisbon)

Cotton Rd – Lewis-
ton/Lisbon Town Line to 
Ferry Rd

Exempt vehicles 
are emergency response 
vehicles, school bus-
es, fuel delivery trucks, 
state or municipal high-
way maintenance vehi-
cles, or authorized vehi-
cles under the direction 
of a public jurisdiction 
engaged in emergency 
maintenance of a public 
highway.

The City of Lewis-
ton extends appreciation 
to Lewiston residents 
for their cooperation in 
helping minimize thaw-
ing damage to Lewiston 
roadways.
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Local educators, MEA fight for pay raise at State House

Senator Joe Rafferty speaks to MEA members Thursday Morning at the State House

MEA President Grace Leavitt surrounded by members, urges legislators to prioritize fund-
ing for educator pay increases.

AUGUSTA, ME - 
Maine Education Associa-
tion (MEA) members from 
around the state gathered 
Thursday to urge legisla-
tors to fund pay increases 
for teachers and education 
support professionals to 
help address the urgent ed-
ucator shortage crisis.

“Right now, in Febru-
ary, school districts across 
the state have still been 
unable to fill critical posi-
tions—in some districts, 
there are dozens of vacan-
cies,” said Grace Leavitt, 
MEA Board President.

The event follows 
Wednesday’s Appropria-
tions and Financial Affairs 
committee hearing, where 
members and MEA Pres-
ident Grace Leavitt testi-
fied, urging legislators to 
include funding for LD 

974 and LD 1064 in the 
supplemental budget. Both 
bills are aimed at raising 
pay for teachers and school 
staff and passed through the 
Education and Cultural Af-
fairs committee with bipar-
tisan support.

Representative Mi-
chael Brennen, D-Portland, 
Education and Cultural 
Affairs Committee Chair, 
echoed Leavitt’s remarks. 
“These two bills need to 
be a priority for the legisla-
ture; for the last two years, 
we have heard countless 
testimonies in front of the 
Committee about the chal-
lenges our educators face.”

“As an educator and 
coach, I know that kids 
need healthy food to fuel 
their day, whether that’s 
studying or competing in 
sports. When we get more 

local foods into our school 
cafeterias, kids get better 
access to meals that taste 
good and give them the 
nutrients they need,” said 
Sen. Joe Rafferty, D-Ken-
nebunk, who co-chairs the 
committee. “The reality is, 
not every district has the 
capacity to cook every meal 
from scratch. Thankfully, 
there are great businesses 
in our state that are ready 
to partner with schools to 
feed our kids. This bill is a 
great win for students and 
our economy.”

Both bills have re-
ceived bipartisan support 
from the Education com-
mittee, “If we want a pro-
ductive workforce and 
good citizens, we must 
invest in public education 
and public schools. The 
Republicans on the Educa-

tion Committee are proud 
to join our Democratic col-
leagues on the Committee 
to pass both bills and we 
hope the Legislature will 
continue working to find a 
path to fund both propos-
als,” said Senator Jim Lib-
by, R-Cumberland.

MEA members Jim 
Handy, Ed Tech at Rob-
ert V Connors Elementary 
School, and Kendrah Wil-
ley, a first-year teacher in 
RSU 68, shared these chal-
lenges through their first-
hand experiences of work-
ing at understaffed schools 
and recruiting young ed-
ucators the press event on 
Thursday.

“I have classmates 
graduating with their edu-
cation degree but choosing 
not to use it because the 
amount of time, dedication, 

and effort that we put into 
teaching is not reflected in 
our pay,” stated Kendrah 
Willey.

“I work in a resource 
room with over 40 stu-
dents,” said Jim Handy. 
“We currently have dozens 
of open ed tech positions in 
the Lewiston School Dis-
trict where I work, and we 
struggle to find applicants.”

Senator Teresa Pierce, 
D-Cumberland sponsored 
LD 1064 to increase teach-
er salaries also recognizes 
the challenges that districts 
across Maine face to hire 
and retain qualified edu-
cators. “School districts 
across

Maine are struggling 
to hire and retain qualified 
teachers. We know a ma-
jor part of the problem is 
low pay that hasn’t kept up 

with the cost of inflation. 
Raising pay to keep pace 
with both the cost of living 
and the pay in surrounding 
states is critical to making 
sure our students have the 
best education possible, so 
they can become the lead-
ers of tomorrow. Investing 
in schools and educators 
means investing in Maine’s 
future,” Senator Pierce 
said.

The MEA remains 
committed to working 
with legislators to secure 
funding for both bills. “It 
is critical that we do more 
to attract and retain quality 
educators to work with our 
students in Maine. LD 974 
and 1064 will go a long 
way towards doing just 
that,” said Leavitt. You can 
learn more about both bills 
at bit.ly/3SH420H.

Saco Bay Marine secures $27K REAP Grant
BANGOR, ME – 

Senator Angus King joined 
USDA Rural Development 
Maine State Director Rhi-
annon Hampson to meet 
with business owners, lo-
cal officials, and marine 
science experts at Saco 
Bay Marine in Biddeford. 
The boatyard’s owners, 
Sean Tarpey and his son 
Matt Tarpey, inspired the 
meeting with their work to 
transition the business to 
renewable energy and to 
champion other innovative 
green technologies for wa-
terfront businesses. At the 
event Director Hampson 
recognized the boatyard 
for securing a $27,800 
USDA Rural Energy for 
America Program (REAP) 
grant.

Sen. King and Direc-
tor Hampson anchored a 
roundtable discussion that 
included Senator Henry 

Ingwersen (Maine Dis-
trict 32), Biddeford May-
or Marty Grohman, rep-
resentatives of the state’s 
congressional delegation, 
Luke’s Lobster co-founder 
Ben Conniff, Dr Charles 
Tilburg of the University 
of New England, and Is-
land Institute staff. viewed 
Saco Bay Marine’s new 
rooftop solar array and ex-
amples of innovative “blue 
technology” that were on 
display.

The discussion fo-
cused on evolving green 
energy options for com-
mercial vessels, especial-
ly the potential to replace 
diesel engines with electric 
engines. As the Maine com-
mercial fleet begins to tran-
sition to electric propul-
sion, training a workforce 
to maintain the new equip-
ment will also be critical. 
Roundtable participants 

identified these as potential 
areas for increased public/
private partnerships. An-
other frequent subject was 
the series of winter storms 
that recently devastated the 
Maine coastline and fish-
ing industry, increasing the 
sense of urgency around 
climate change mitigation 
efforts.

“By transitioning to 
renewable energy, busi-
nesses like Saco Bay Ma-
rine can help slow the pace 
of climate change, which 
has had an outsized im-
pact on the working wa-
terfront,” said Director 
Hampson. “We can look to 
our past for the inspiration 
needed to get this job done. 
Maine can help lead the 
maritime industry in adopt-
ing ‘blue technology’. 
Today Senator King and I 
had a chance to meet with 
businesses, state and local 

leaders, policy makers, 
and industry stakeholders. 
It’s truly an exciting time 
for one of our critical her-
itage industries, with so 
much innovation happen-
ing right here at home be-
ing supported by the Infla-
tion Reduction Act. When 
it comes to green energy 
for the blue economy, our 
state motto applies: ‘Maine 
leads.’”

Following the discus-
sion, the visitors moved 
outside to view Saco Bay 
Marine’s new rooftop so-
lar array and examples of 
innovative “blue technol-
ogy” that were on display. 
Senator King and Director 
Hampson recognized the 
boatyard’s work to transi-
tion to solar energy and to 
help develop other green 
technologies for heritage 
marine businesses. In his 
remarks, Sen. King noted 

that the company’s work 
to research and develop 
electric commercial boat 
options heralds a time 
of change for Maine and 
for the country. “This all 
comes together right here, 
right now, in Biddeford, 
Maine,” he said.

Saco Bay Marine 
LLC is a Maine company 
with deep roots. It is the 
corporate parent of Rum-
ery’s Boatyard, founded 
more than 60 years ago. 
Now owned by the Sean 
and Matt Tarpey, the com-
pany offers boat storage, 
maintenance and repair, 
and boatlift and crane 
support. Saco Bay Marine 
secured a REAP grant in 
2023 and completed in-
stallation of a 19-kilowatt, 
roof-mounted solar vol-
taic system. The system 
will generate most of the 
business’s energy needs 
(amounting to the equiv-
alent of two homes taken 
off the grid in terms of re-
duced carbon emissions).

The boatyard is also 
home to startup compa-
nies Maine Electric Boat 
Company and Marine So-
lar Technologies, both led 
by Sean’s son Matt Tarpey. 
Maine Electric Boat offers 
vessels for the commercial 
market. The company also 

invests in research and de-
velopment to develop elec-
tric outboard engines suit-
ed to Maine’s commercial 
fleet. Through Maine Elec-
tric Boat’s partnership with 
Flux Marine, and with as-
sistance from Island Insti-
tute, one such boat is in use 
at Pendleton Yacht Yard 
on Islesboro. This vessel 
(the Take Charge) was on 
display at the Biddeford 
meeting.

After viewing the 
electric boats and other 
technology on display, the 
event participants talked 
about the role such a busi-
ness can play in the local 
economy. Maine is poised 
to lead in “Blue Tech” in-
novation, which has the 
potential to lift other sec-
tors at the same time. Com-
mercial boatowners may 
save significant amounts 
of money and downtime as 
they transition to electric 
motors. Communities may 
soon be able to access re-
al-time water quality data 
thanks to solar buoys. And 
in the meantime, grants 
for renewable energy in-
stallations remain avail-
able competitively to rural 
Maine businesses and agri-
cultural programs through 
USDA’s Rural Develop-
ment.
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One solution for oxygen at 
home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE
It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to re� ll. No more deliveries. No 
more hassles with travel. The INOGEN ONE 
portable oxygen concentrator is designed to 

provide unparalleled freedom for oxygen 
therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically 
proven for stationary and portable use, 
during the day and at night, and can go 
virtually anywhere — even on most 
airlines. Inogen accepts Medicare and 
many private insurances!

Reclaim Your 
Freedom And
Independence NOW!
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• MULCH 
• LOAM 
• COMPOST 
• GRAVEL 
• STONE 
• SAND

1294 Sabattus Street
Lewiston

207-713-6090
Delivery Available

Also offering
residential & commercial 

lawn mowing services

Loading Hours:
M-Th by appointment

Fri - 8 am to 5 pm
Sat - 8 am to 2 pm

Sun - 8 am to Noon

• Landscaping
• Hardscape
• Drainage Installs
• Retaining Walls
• Mowing
• Snow Plowing
• and more!

207-344-5212

NEWS CENTER Maine collects coats, toys for local kids

Brian Yocono and David Guildford help to fill a Salvation 
Army van with coats and toys from The Coats and Toys 
Wish List

Chris Costa and Anne Baldridge help fill a truck with items 
from the Coats and Toys for Kids Wish List

NCM morning report team with a viewer in Sanford on 
Coats and Toys for Kids Day

NCM talent and employees helping to collect coats and toys 
in Auburn on Coats and Toys for Kids Day

PORTLAND-BAN-
GOR, ME – In just over 
one month, more than 
14,000 coats, 3,860 toys, 
and $16,111 were donat-
ed to The Salvation Army 
during NEWS CENTER 
Maine’s 41st year of Coats 
and Toys for Kids cam-
paign. The campaign start-
ed in mid-November col-
lecting gently used coats 
and new toys at Hannaford 
and Shaw’s stores. NEWS 
CENTER Maine also of-
fered donors the option to 
purchase a new coat or toy 
from The Coats and Toys 
for Kids Wish List and have 
it delivered directly to the 
Salvation Army. 

All items were dis-
tributed statewide to help 
Mainers stay warm this win-
ter season. Money from the 

donations was given to nine 
Salvation Army locations 
to purchase more coats and 
toys to help their communi-
ties. Toys were distributed 
throughout Maine to fami-
lies in need during the holi-
day season. Coats, blankets, 
hats, gloves, and snowsuits 
have been and will continue 
to be distributed throughout 
the winter months. 

NEWS CENTER 
Maine was able to hold 
its one-day, live kick–off 
event, Coats and Toys for 
Kids Day on December 2, 
2023, sponsored by Maine 
Savings Bank. Mainers 
once again stepped up and 
donated coats and toys 
to help fellow Mainers. 
NEWS CENTER Maine 
crews were live at Pratt Ab-
bott in Portland, Hannaford 

in Augusta and Sanford, 
and Shaw’s in Auburn and 
Bangor. 

“We’ve all been chil-
dren,” Salvation Army’s 
Ted Tressler stated. “We 
know what Christmas 
morning feels like. For 
those who have – it’s a 
wonderful time. For those 
who have not – not so 
much.” 

NEWS CENTER 
Maine not only thanks the 
viewers who made dona-
tions or purchases for the 
campaign, but also appre-
ciates Pratt Abbott Cleaners 
for cleaning all the gently 
used coats, PepsiCo for dis-
tributing the coats and toys 
boxes, and Hannaford and 
Shaw’s for hosting the col-
lection boxes in its stores. 

Coats for Kids was 

originally designed 41 
years ago by The Salvation 
Army. NEWS CENTER 
Maine became a partner 
seven years later helping 
to collect coats for Maine 
families who cannot afford 
a warm winter coat. 

In November of each 
year, donation boxes are 
placed in the NEWS RE-
LEASE Hannaford Super-
markets and Shaw’s stores 
across the state. In 2004, 
NEWS CENTER Maine 
also saw the need for toys 
during the holiday season 
and expanded the program 
to Coats and Toys for Kids. 

All the coats are 
cleaned and stored by 
Pratt-Abbott Cleaners and 
the Salvation Army dis-
tributes the coats and toys. 
PepsiCo has assisted this 

great effort by donating 
and delivering the boxes to 
Hannaford Supermarkets 
and Shaw’s stores. 

By estimation, NEWS 
CENTER Maine has col-
lected more than 869,000 

coats - all of which have 
helped to keep Maine chil-
dren warm. Since 2004, 
they have collected 85,910 
toys to distribute to those 
in need during the holiday 
season.

Andrei Vile joins Fontaine Family Team
PORTLAND, ME 

-- Fontaine Family - The 
Real Estate Leader is 
proud to announce Andrei 
Vile as the newest addition 
to their growing Scarbor-
ough team. Andrei is set-
ting a new standard in the 
Southern Maine real estate 
landscape, combining his 
passion for community, 
strategic mindset, and un-
paralleled dedication to 
redefine the property trans-
action experience.

A proud native of 
Peaks Island, Andrei’s 
roots in Maine run deep. 

After graduating from Ch-
everus High School, he 
continued his academic 
journey at Beloit College 
in Wisconsin, where he 
earned a degree in Psy-
chology. This educational 
background provides An-
drei with a unique per-
spective, enabling him to 
understand the intricacies 
of the human experience 
in the often complex world 
of real estate.

Before embarking 
on his real estate journey, 
Andrei served as an in-
vestor services represen-
tative, where he played a 
pivotal role in onboarding 
new clients. As the first 
line of contact for clients 
or hedge funds, he facil-
itated the subscription 

and redemption of funds 
per client instructions, en-
suring compliance with 
guidelines and providing 
a seamless experience for 
his clients.

Currently residing in 
Portland, Maine, Andrei 
is not only a distinguished 
real estate professional but 
a dedicated member of the 
community he calls home. 
His commitment to un-
derstanding the needs and 
aspirations of his clients is 
matched only by his pas-
sion for fostering strong, 
lasting relationships. Out-
side of his professional 
life, Andrei is an avid golf-
er, particularly during the 
summer months. While he 
may have labeled himself a 
soccer player in his young-

er years, his transition to 
golf reflects his adaptabil-
ity and commitment to per-
sonal growth.

Andrei Vile’s clients 
benefit not only from his 
comprehensive under-
standing of the real estate 
market but also from his 
ability to navigate trans-
actions with precision and 
care with the help of the 
Fontaine Team. His com-
mitment to excellence, 
coupled with his friendly 
demeanor and passion for 
the community, make him 
the go-to real estate profes-
sional in the Portland area. 
For real estate opportuni-
ties with Andrei Vile, he 
can be contacted by phone 
at 207-807-6050 or email 
andrei@fontaineteam.com.
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CHIROPRACTOR

PRINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston

207.783.0078
www.familychirome.com



Experience Life

23 Goldthwaite Rd. 
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715 
Lewiston, ME 04243

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

PHONE 376-3325  

Auburn 207-783-9111   Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

SHIPPING

SELF STORAGE

Computer Diagnostics • Yokohama Tires
Repairs • Alignments • Inspection Station

Gas • Clear K1 • Tune-ups • Brakes • Batteries

260 S. Main St., Auburn • 782-9144 

Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

Poisson & Sons 
Auto Care Center, Inc.

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

AUTO CARE

PAINTING

9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

MARINE SERVICES

Locally Owned

Marine Service

237 Lewiston Road • Topsham, ME 04086 • (207) 725-5997
www.pontesmarine.com

American 
Builders

Call 207-500-8100
For FREE Estimates

Quality Work with References Available

Custom Building & Remodeling

Fully Insured • 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

Call Tyler
500-8100

Finish Carpenter

CONTRACTORS

Interiors • Exteriors
Free Estimates

WADE J. LIBBY
WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

CELL: 207.210.0605

FREE DELIVERY L/A

777-1520
www.sweetpeafloraldesignsme.com

Sweet Pea Des igns
FLOWER SHOPPE

FLOWER SHOPPE

PHOTOGRAPHY WEB HOSTING

CD’S

Executive Portraits • Business photographs • Videos

Bell Studios, Inc.

PHOTOGRAPHY

MASONRY
Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

Masonry • Culture Stones
Chimneys • Chimney Cleaning

Repointing & Repairs
Restoration

Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates

20+ Years of Experience

Business Directory

Contact us today for possible openings in our 
business directory! Info@TwinCitytimes.com.

RICK OSGOOD 
owner

207-782-0525 
phone

Full Service Commercial Printer 
Color & B/W Printing & Copying

Large Format • Posters 
Booklets • Carbonless Forms

Letterheads • Envelopes 
Business Cards • Labels • Tags 

Design Service • and More!

2 Great Falls Plaza, Suite 1B  
Auburn ME 04210
info@evergreencustomprinting.com

EVERGREEN
CUSTOM PRINTING, INC.
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Mar 2
GORHAM -- Pub-

lic Bean Supper, White 
Rock Community Club-
house, 34 Wilson 
Road, Gorham on Satur-
day, March 2,  4:00-5:30pm

Eat in or take out, 
no pre-orders. Meal in-
cludes baked kidney & 
pea beans, coleslaw, potato 
salad, macaroni & cheese, 
biscuits, hot dogs and des-
sert.  $10 adults, $5 under 
12 Follow us on Facebook 
for updates: facebook.com/
whiterockcommunityclub

Mar 2, Apr 6, May 4
WESTBROOK -- 

Prides Corner Commu-
nity Church, 235 Pride 
St. Bean Supper $10 per 
person: Two kinds of 
baked beans, mac and 
cheese, ham, coleslaw, 
bread and brownie.  Eat 
in at 5:00PM or Take Out 
from 4:30-5:30PM.  Call 
207-415-9260 to reserve 
your individual meal to-
day.

Mar 11
AUGUSTA -- Mon-

day March 11 at 6:30 PM 

Denis Ledoux will present 
a program based on his 
new memoir French Boy / 
A 1950s Franco-American 
Childhood at the Augusta 
Public Library.

Mar 14
LISBON FALLS -- 

There will be a blood drive 
at the Lisbon United Meth-
odist Church, 14 School 
Street, Lisbon Falls, Maine 
on Thursday, March 14th 
from noon to 4:30pm. To 
schedule an appointment 
call 1-800-RED-CROS 
and use sponsor code LIS-
BON UMC

Mar 22
LEWISTON -- Fill 

the Plate Breakfast to ben-
efit Meals on Wheels of 
SeniorsPlus 7 am – 9 am 
at Hilton Garden Inn Riv-
erwatch, Auburn. Tickets: 
$30 per person ($35 at the 
door); available at www.
seniorsplus.org or by call-

ing 207 795-4010.  Seats 
are limited. Advance regis-
tration encouraged.

A breakfast to ben-
efit the Meals on Wheels 
program of SeniorsPlus, 
the Western Maine Agen-
cy on Aging, will feature 
a keynote by Maine hu-
morist Gary Crocker and 
will honor Lewiston resi-
dent Lucy Bisson with the 
Ikaria Award for outstand-
ing contributions toward 
improving the lives of old-
er adults

Mar 23, 24
LEWISTON, TOP-

SHAM -- “A New Artistic 
Mélange” - Emily Isaac-
son, Guest Conductor Sat-
urday, Mar. 23, 2024, 7:00 
p.m. -  Franco Center, 
Lewiston; Sunday, Mar. 
24, 2024, 2:30 p.m.  - Ori-
on Performing Arts Center, 
Topsham

Mar 26

LISBON FALLS 
-- Tuesday March 26 at 
4 PM Denis Ledoux will 
present a program based 
on his new memoir French 
Boy / A 1950s Fran-
co-American Childhood at 
the Lisbon Falls Public Li-
brary.

Apr 27
AUBURN -- Satur-

day April 27 at 11 AM De-
nis Ledoux will present a 
program based on his new 
memoir French Boy / A 
1950s Franco-American 
Childhood for the Maine 
Franco-American Geneal-
ogy Society at the commu-
nity room of the Auburn 
Public Library. Public in-
vited.

May 18, 19
LEWISTON, TOP-

SHAM -- “Cityscape, 
Seascape, Soundscape” 
Saturday, May 18, 2024, 
7:00 p.m. -  Franco Center, 
Lewiston   ; Sunday, May 
19, 2024, 2:30 p.m. - Ori-
on Performing Arts Center, 
Topsham

Every 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd Monday 

LEWISTON -- PRO-
GRAMS FOR HOMES-
CHOOL FAMILIES, held 
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Mon-
day 11:15am-12:30pm at 
the Lewiston Public Li-
brary Children’s Depart-
ment

Homeschool fami-
lies, are you looking for 
opportunities to have fun 
and socialize with other 
homeschool families? LPL 
will be offering activities 
for homeschool families in 
the Children’s Department 
the first three Mondays of 

each month from 11:15am-
12:30pm.The activities 
will be a Homeschool Vid-
eo Game Social on March 
6th, a Homeschool Lego 
Club and Curriculum Swap 
on March 13th, and a Ho-
meschool Storytime and 
Craft on March 20th.

This program is free 
and recommended for ho-
meschool families with 
children of all ages. No 
registration is required. 
Contact info. 513-3133, 
LPLKids@lewistonmaine.
gov

Rep. Adam Lee to run for re-election
AUBURN, ME -- 

Representative Adam R. 
Lee, who proudly serves 
as an advocate for Auburn 
and the residents of Dis-
trict 89 in the Maine House 
of Representatives, filed 
his paperwork Wednesday 
to run for re-election.

District 89 is com-
prised of downtown Au-
burn, New Auburn, the 
Hampshire Street neigh-
borhood, and Goff Hill 
up to Edward Little High 
School.

Representative Lee, 
who continues to practice 
as an attorney at the firm of 
Trafton, Matzen, Belleau 

& Frenette, has served as 
a significant presence on 
the Joint Committee on the 
Judiciary and provides an 
essential voice to the com-
mittee’s work.

In his first year as a 
legislator, Lee passed two 
bills, one which ensures 
that survivors of work-
place harassment and as-
sault can hold their harass-
er or assailant responsible 
for their actions. The other 
bill continues his many 
years of work – reaching 
back to his two terms as 
an Auburn City Council-
or – to protect the safety 
of pedestrians. The bill 

requires that D.O.T. proj-
ects are constructed with 
pedestrian, bicycle, and all 
forms of transportation in 
mind. Both of Lee’s bills 
garnered significant bi-par-
tisan support.

In addition to his 
service in the legislature 
and his law practice, Lee 
coaches the Boston Col-
lege Debate team and vol-
unteers his time at the PAL 
Center and as the primary 
instructor to the Maine 
State Prison Debate Team. 
Lee is married to Heidi 
McCarthy, and both are 
proud cat parents to Obi-
Wan Greg.

CA$H Greater Portland offers 
free tax preparation services

PORTLAND, ME 
– CA$H (Creating As-
sets, Savings, and Hope) 
Greater Portland has 
launched free tax prepara-
tion services for the 2024 
tax season. Households 
that earned $64,000 or 
less in 2023 and meet all 
eligibility requirements 
can get their taxes filed 
for free with the help of 
an IRS-certified volun-
teer.

Taxpayers can also 
learn about programs in 
their community that can 
increase their income, re-
duce debt, and build sav-
ings. 9% of households 
in Cumberland County 
live below the Feder-
al Poverty Level, while 
another 28% are ALICE 
(Asset Limited, Income 
Constrained, Employed). 
ALICE earns more than 
the FPL but still struggles 
to afford the high cost of 
living in our community. 
53% of people under 25 
in Cumberland County 
are also ALICE.

CA$H Greater Port-
land offers four free and 
convenient options for fil-
ing taxes.

Option 1—In-Per-
son Appointment: Sched-
ule an appointment for 

in-person services at 
United Way of Southern 
Maine’s Portland office 
by visiting uwsme.org/
taxseason or calling 207-
347-2335 and leaving a 
message with your name 
and phone number.

Option 2—Ful-
ly Virtual Service: Visit 
getyourrefund.org/gp-
maine to start the online 
intake process. Answer 
a series of questions, up-
load documents, receive 
phone calls from the 
CA$H team, and e-sign 
before the return is e-filed. 

Option 3—Online 
DIY: File taxes inde-
pendently (with access to 
helpline support) at my-
freetaxes.com.

Option 4—Scan & 
Go: Visit a Scan & Go 
Site to pick up an intake 
packet and return to have 
documents scanned into 
GetYourRefund. A list of 
Scan & Go sites is avail-
able at uwsme.org/taxsea-
son.

Through services 
like free tax preparation, 
CA$H Greater Port-
land empowers people 
to achieve long-term fi-
nancial stability, build 
assets, and thrive—not 
just survive. In 2023, 

CA$H Greater Portland 
filed 526 federal and state 
tax refunds and returned 
$740,043 in federal tax 
refunds to the commu-
nity. Filers saved an es-
timated $122,304 in tax 
preparation fees.

CA$H Greater Port-
land is supported in part 
by United Way of South-
ern Maine.

About CA$H Great-
er Portland

CA$H Greater Port-
land is a partnership 
of community non- and 
for-profit partners work-
ing together to help em-
power individuals and 
families to achieve long-
term financial stability. 
Since 2004, we have of-
fered free tax preparation 
to qualified filers during 
tax season; helped em-
ployers bring financial 
education tools to their 
employees; and educat-
ed hard-working families 
and individuals about 
programs in the com-
munity that can increase 
their income, reduce debt, 
and build savings. CA$H 
is a year-round resource, 
providing outreach and 
education about ways you 
can make the most of your 
money. Cashmaine.org

Send all items for
Names & Faces to the editor.

Deadline is
Friday by five pm.

Albin, Randall & Bennett 
announces promotions 

John Hadwen Ben Lord

PORTLAND, ME – 
Albin, Randall & Bennett 
is pleased to announce the 
promotions of John E. Had-
wen, CPA, and Benjamin A. 
Lord, CPA, CCIFP, to Prin-
cipals of the firm.

John E. Hadwen, CPA, 
joined ARB in 2021. He 
specializes in tax consulting, 
planning, and compliance 

for businesses and owner-
ship groups, and has nota-
ble expertise in automotive 
dealerships, construction, 
real estate, and manufactur-
ing. With a focus on overall 
tax planning, transaction 
assistance, and efficiency 
strategies, including entity 
choice, restructuring, merg-
ers, acquisitions, and sales, 
John collaborates closely 
with clients to achieve their 
tax goals and objectives.

Benjamin A. Lord, 
CPA, CCIFP, joined ARB in 
2013. He specializes in pro-
viding consulting, tax, and 
accounting services to cli-
ents in the construction, real 
estate development, manu-
facturing, and distribution 
industries. He is also a lead-
er in the Firm’s employee 

benefit plan audit group and 
has extensive experience 
with ESOPs, stock-based 
compensation, and complex 
equity structures.

Both professionals 
have made substantial con-
tributions to the firm and 
ARB is very excited to see 
what they accomplish in 
their new roles.

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our giveaways!
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Send payment with completed form to our bookkeeping office:  
89 Union Street, Suite 1014 Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

HOUSE KEEPING

Housekeeping/ House 
Arranging small items 
to aid in mobility. Small 
jobs/spring cleaning and 
removal of  unwanted 
items. Scheduled regularly 
and ongoing. (207) 705-
7989

LIVE & CODE 
IN MAINE

Maine cybersecurity start-
up seeks local software 
engineer
Defendify is looking for a 
senior full stack engineer 
to join full-time. Small 
team/big results. Fun + 
flexible + always inter-
esting. Come build our 
award-winning, all-in-one 
cybersecurity platform. 
Position information and 
to apply: www.defendify.
com/careers.

PAINTING
Interiors and Exteriors. 23 
years full time, references 
upon request, seniors and 
veterans discount on labor, 
free estimates. Call for on 
site review of your project 
with advice on what you 
have now and the best 
way to proceed. Call 207-
786-9849

Classified Ads
CLEANERS

CC Island Cleaning 
Company. Seasonal, Air 
B&B, homes. Cleaning 
with care. Call for a quote. 
Denise (207) 420-4952.

MJ’s- Cleaning
O v e r 1 0 y e a r s expe-
rience. Reasonable rates. 
Available to work
with your schedule.
Call: 207-539-3204.

CLEANING
C o m m e r c i a l  O f f i c e 
Cleaning. 1st Choice 
Floor Care & Building 
Maintenance. Commercial 
cleaning company with 25+ 
years experience and fully 
insured. 1 day a week or 
more we can do it all. Call, 
email or text. (207) 956-
3114 stephen@1stcoice 
f l o o r c a r e . c o m 
www.1stchoicefloorcare.
com 

C o m m e r c i a l  O f f i c e 
Cleaning 1st Choice 
C l e a n i n g  S e r v i c e s . 
Commercia l  c leaning 
c o m p a n y  w i t h  2 5 + 
years experience and 
fully insured. 1 day a 
week or more we can 
do it all. Call, email or 
text .  (207)  956-3114 
stephen@1stchoiceclea 
ningservices.com
www.1stchoicefloorcare.
com

COMPANION 
CARE

Feeling Isolated? Need 
to talk? In home or tele-
health. Masters Level 
Prof. Counselor
Over 25 years in case 
management. Contact for 
information 207-539-3204

FOR SALE
Wood boiler – Must go! 
$2,500. Alternate heating 
carbon steel wood boiler. 
Purchased in 1996 for 
$6,800. New door seal, 
bricks, blanket, and sili-
cone card bead. Includes 
cycle timer and plumb fit-
tings. 1,400#. Model E100 
wood gun. Can be lifted 
directly into your trailer.
GORHAM. (207) 222-
2755.

SENIOR TRIPS

MAY 11 – 19, 2024 – BILT-
MORE ESTATE & ASHE-
VILLE, NC - Trip includes 
8 nights lodging including 
4 nights in the Asheville 
area, 8 breakfasts and 
6 dinners and a guid-
ed tour of the Asheville, 
North Carolina area.  We 
will have a full day visit to 
the spectacular Biltmore 
Estate, America’s largest 
privately owned home.  
We will visit the Biltmore 
Village that connects the 
estates present and past 
and provides a place for 
dining, shopping and his-
torical exhibits.  We will 
also visit the Antler Village 
and winery.  We will tour 
the Blue Ridge Parkway 
with a guide and stops 
along the way.  A $75.00 
deposit per person is due 
when signing up.  Price is 
$1,245.00 pp double oc-
cupancy which includes 
all entrance fees, meal 
tips and bus driver tip.

MAY 25 – JUNE 2, 2024 
- MACKINAC ISLAND 
– Trip includes 8 nights 
lodging including 4 nights 
in Northern Michigan, 8 
breakfasts and 6 dinners.  
We will have a guided 
tour of Mackinaw City 
and visit Mackinac Island 
with an included Carriage 
Tour of the island and see 

sites like the Arch Rock 
and Lilac Lane.  We will 
cruise through the Soo 
Locks and have free time 
in Sault Sainte Marie.  We 
will have a guided tour 
of Quaint Mackinaw City 
and tour the Old Mackinac 
Point Lighthouse and visit 
Colonial Michilimackinac.  
We will visit “Michigan’s 
Little Bavaria” in Fran-
kenmuth, Michigan and 
so much more.  A $75 de-
posit per person is due at 
registration.  Total price is 
$1,209.00 pp double oc-
cupancy which includes 
all entrance fees, step on 
guide tips, meal tips and 
bus driver tip.

OCTOBER 6 – 14, 2024 - 
NOVA SCOTIA, PRINCE 
EDWARD ISLAND & 
NEW BRUNSWICK – Trip 
includes 8 nights lodging, 
8 breakfasts, 1 lunch, and 
6 dinners.  You will have 
a guided tour of Acadia 
National Park, Halifax, 
Peggy’s Cove & Lunen-
burg.  We will visit King’s 
Landing Historical Settle-
ment and have a guided 
tour of Prince Edward 
Island including Anne of 
Green Gable’s Home.  
We will have admission to 
the Hopewell Rocks and 
you will visit the Water-
side Town of Saint John, 
New Brunswick and much 
more.  A $75.00 deposit 
is due when signing up.  

Price is $1,639.00 per 
person double occupancy 
and this includes all en-
trance fees, meal tips and 
bus driver tip.

If interested in any of 
these trips or upcom-
ing trips, please contact 
Claire Bilodeau at 784-
0302 or 576-8604 or Cin-
dy Boyd at 345-9569.  If 
we are not available, 
please leave a message 
and we will call you as 
soon as we can.

SUPERVISED 
EXERCISE

Fit to Function, individu-
alized exercise program-
ming promoting function 
through fitness. All ages 
welcome with emphasis 
on middle aged and older 
adults. Currently offered 
at private Lewiston gym, 
in-home options avail-
able. Call Mike Phelan for 
more information. 207-
577-8777

WANTED
Full & Part Time

J o h n ’ s  C l e a n e r s  i n 
Lewiston is seaking a 
garment pressor & delivery 
person. No experience 
necessary. We will train. 
Pay is $14 -$16 / hr with 
paid holidays. Call 784-

9096 or apply in person.
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Build now.  
Save now.

No Money Down • Financing Available

(207) 500-8100 • www.AmericanBuildersMaine.com

Call and schedule your 
new garage install today.

FREE estimates.


