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'YOU JUST
KEEP DOING IT.'

Served
With Love

Margaret Dalton’s motivation 
for work is unchanged
after 30 years

Sharing a heartfelt 
commitment 
to students

Margaret Dalton
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Considering an auction? Call us today to consult 
with our professional auctioneer team!

Craig & Wheeler Realty & Auction, LLC is an equal opportunity employer.

(931) 684-9112 • CraigWheeler.com 
508 Cannon Blvd • Shelbyville, TN  37160

Real Estate • Farms • Machinery • Investment Property • Land • Lots

Stunning home features 3 BR, 2 BA, hardwood & tile flooring, recessed 
lighting, custom made shaker style cabinets, farm sink in island, wine 

cooler/fridge in kitchen, all stainless steel appliances stay, huge walk in 
closets throughout, tiled shower w/rain heads & body sprays in primary 

BA, plus a roomy air jetted tub, barn doors in utility room. Exterior 
features a omposite cladding siding, oversized heated & cooled 2 

car attached garage & 29x36 deck for entertainment 
& outdoor living space!

240 Riverbend Country Club Rd., Shelbyville, TN
$749,900 MLS# 2589395

Completely Renovated Home in 
Riverbend Country Club!! 

This gorgeous 3 bed 2.5 bath home is loaded with upgrades. New wood 
flooring, new water heater, upgraded light fixtures throughout. Huge 
20x15 back deck. ADT alarm system that just needs to be transferred 

and assumed. two car garage with fenced in back yard. 
This one won’t last long.

812 Winners Cr., Shelbyville, TN 37160  
$320,000 MLS# 2612587

Cascade School District!!

Great commercial property in a convenient location in the Historic Bell 
Buckle! Property like this doesn’t come available often; it has been in

 the same family for over 30+ years! Prime location for tourism, 
ideal for retail space, & water tap on site.

0 Hinkle Hill Rd., Bell Buckle, TN 37020 
$425,000 MLS# 2601184

Bell Buckle Commercial Property

This secluded & private renovated cabin has 3 bedrooms, 3 full baths, 
soaring ceilings, stone fireplace (wood burning), brick fireplace in 

basement, covered deck out back, miles of trails, tree stands will remain 
as well as shooting houses, excellent hunting for whitetail & wild 
turkey, food plots, mature hardwoods & barn has cooler room for 

hanging your harvests, spring water & much more!

249 Coffey Road, Petersburg, TN
$1,450,000 MLS# 2563618

Hunting Cabin Situated 
on 153+/- Acres

This property features open fields & scattered woods, long winding 
road leading back, 4 bedroom soil septic site & lots of wildlife. 
Convenient to Murfreesboro, Franklin, & Chapel Hill. Ideal place 

for a secluded home, but close to town!

0 Old Nashville Dirt Road, Shelbyville, TN
$600,000 MLS# 2555044

Private & Scenic 68.88+/- Acre Farm

This property features a House, Studio/Bunkhouse, Shop, Barns & More!!! 
Generator hook-ups & city water w/spring available. Farm has 2 Hay 
Barns w/sheds, open equipment barn & cattle working barn, fenced 

& cross fenced throughout property, 6 waterers & more. Simply 
breathtaking view of Downtown Lynchburg! Very 
Secluded - Home half mile off Goosebranch Road.

501 Gray Road, Lynchburg, TN
$3,250,000 MLS# 2586908

Location, Location, Location

This beautiful, private 19.84+/- acres is located at the end of Wells Hollow 
Road & features 16.84 wooded acres & 3 acres of pasture surrounding 
the bottom of Knob Hill.  Amazing for hunting with wildlife throughout 

the property!  Make this your get away or hunting farm!

0 Wells Hollow Road, Petersburg, TN
$180,000 MLS# 2619638

Mini Farm Paradise!

This charming brick condo has 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, large living room, 
closets, recessed can lights, utility room, concrete patio, concrete drive, 

1 car attached garage

102 Dogwood Crt., Shelbyville, TN 37160 
$244,900 MLS# 2596832

Charming Brick Condo

THE HUNT IS ON FOR YOUR NEXT PROPERTY!THE HUNT IS ON FOR YOUR NEXT PROPERTY!

This 31+/- acres is a must see. With county water available & a soil site 
this is a picturesque place to settle in middle TN. Convenient access to 

Tullahoma, Manchester, Shelbyville, & surrounding towns.

0 Whiteside Hill Rd., Shelbyville, TN 37160  
$697,500 MLS# 2576340

Stunning Property With 
Majestic Rolling Hills

SSOOLLDD
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Office: 931-684-5605
1708 North Main St., Shelbyville, TN 37160

www.ColdwellBankerSouthernRealty.com 

100 Logan St., Shelbyville, TN - REDUCED! INVITING: One owner 3 BR, 2.5 BA custom brick 
home. Home is on a shady corner lot in a highly sought after neighborhood. Downstairs has a 
large master suite with a walk-in-closet. Kitchen with breakfast nook, formal DR, & LR are all 
very spacious. Two large bedrooms upstairs w/BA. Home has plenty of closet & storage space. 
Oversized 2 car garage. Join Riverbend Country Club to get all of the amenities. 
$559,900 MLS#2559687

Dianne Arnold
(931) 703-5104 

Madison Arnold
(615) 603-0077

524 Highway 82 E, Bell Buckle, TN - CUSTOM: One owner 3 BR 3 BA brick home with 2 BR 1 
BA tenant house on 62+ acres with large pond with pier, older barn & 2 older chicken houses 
for barn use or storage. This property is great for farm living or possible development property.  
$1,499,900 MLS# 2562991

Dianne Arnold
(931) 703-5104 

Madison Arnold
(615) 603-0077

1790 Unionville Deason Rd. - Have your own OASIS! Beautiful Renovated home on 3.13 acres. Custom Craftman 
Cabinets to the ceiling, w/soft-close drawers/doors, tile backsplash, & Quartz countertops, The Island features a 
5-eye convection double stainless oven & warming drawer w/a stainless hood. Hardwood floors in the dry areas, 
tile in the wet areas, stone gas fp w/remote, new lights, ceiling fans throughout, lots of crown molding & trey 
ceilings. Master has 2 walk-in closets, 2 vanities, Walk-In Tile shower w/glass, multiple shower heads & sprayers. 
Other 2br zoned. Now let’s step on the covered porch that overlooks an inground salt water pool w/electric cover, 
& concrete surrounding it, a nice 20x30 pavilion w/ceiling fans, & gas to the outdoor kitchen. One garage is a 
Game Room w/flooring & a half bath w/heat. 1 car garage still available for parking w/storage & cabinets. Lots of 
parking spaces on Concrete Drive, The Backyard is fenced in & has some privacy fencing. Crawlspace professionally 
encapsulated w/warranty. $695,000  MLS#2611891

Cindy Barnes
(931) 703-3738

202 Rochester Dr. - Nestled in the Hartsville Community on a quiet cul-de-sac. Amazing “Avery plan” by Smith 
Douglas Homes The foyer has a hallway leading to the formal dining room with wanes coating, crown molding, 
& a new chandelier. The Kitchen adjoins the dining room w/upgraded cabinets, backsplash, granite counter tops, 
seating at bar & dining area in kitchen, It opens into the great room w/new lighting. Master has a “Trayed ceiling” & 
ample space. The master BA has a garden tub, glass tile shower, double sinks, separate toilet area, huge closet that 
flows to the utility room which has 2 entrances. All BRs have a BA. One could easily be used as a in-law suite. Seller 
built a new trek deck w/part covered & part uncovered; whole house water purification system. The garage is a nice 
size w Gas Hot Water Heater & Electric box. is on a quiet cul-de-sac w underground utilities, & conveniently located. 
The house has wider doorways, halls, if you needed for handicap. $449,900  MLS#2601788

Cindy Barnes
(931) 703-3738

328 Squire Hall Rd., Shelbyville, TN.- Price Reduced!! Gorgeous custom built 3BR, 2½BA, 
Hardee board/stone construction home. Open floor plan living, dining, kitchen, & breakfast nook. 
All BR are downstairs. Spacious Master Suite w/walk-in closet & master BA. Formal dining room 
on one side & large office on the other side of foyer. Great room has fireplace, kitchen, 3 ovens, 
all stainless appliances remain w/home/. Upstairs has bonus/game room & large sitting room. 
Covered front & back porches, patio, she shed, 3 stall tractor shed w/work shop, storage building, 
3 stall horse barn. Tornado shelter, generator, & 3 car garage. All this on gorgeous 29.8 acres that 
are fenced & cross fenced.  $1,149,900  MLS# 2576312

Dianne Arnold
(931) 703-5104 

Madison Arnold
(615) 603-0077

2683 Sims Rd. - Very nice 3BR, 2BA, 1705 SF home with open floor plan & large bedrooms, sit-
uated on a 2.1 acre lot. Extensive renovation completed - to include new siding, flooring, paint, 
appliances, cabinets, tile in wet areas, 2 new tile showers, bonus room, new light & plumbing 
fixtures, new sidewalks, new wood deck, large storage building & more! Come & check out this 
beautifully renovated home! $349,900  MLS#2596021

Gerald Baker
(931) 607-6463

137 Maupin Cir. - COMING SOON! The makeover of this 3BR, 2BA home is almost complete. Situat-
ed on a 1.2 acre corner lot in Riverview Subdivision, it is a 5 minute drive golf cart ride to Riverbend 
Country Club & Golf Course. Though, only a few minutes from Shelbyville, you pay no city taxes & 
there are no HOA fees. This beautiful home features new light fixtures, new flooring throughout, 
new tile in the wet areas, granite counter tops, new paint, new plumbing fixtures, new wood shut-
ters, new stainless appliances, large storage room/shop, & much more!$524,900 MLS# 2623703

Gerald Baker
(931) 607-6463

1819 S Cannon Blvd. Shelbyville, TN - Currently used as a Residential but Zoned Commercial 
Property . Make it your own home or have a nice investment property. Cute 2 bedroom, 1 bath home, 
nicely finished hardwood floors & updated bath. Kitchen appliances stay. Lovely creek view as you 
sit on the covered back deck, perfect for entertaining. 2 Car carport. Currently rented. $234,900 
MLS# 2496268

Sarah Morris
(931) 607-7561

Bringing people home since 1906 

105 South Side Square • Shelbyville, TN 37160 • (931) 684-8728

Hop into 
Easter!
Egg-citing Easter 
Finds Await at

400 Madison St ., Shelbyville, TN | (931) 684-5662 | www.kincaidservice.com

“Where service is our middle name”
Delivery Available!

Mark Kincaid, Owner

http://www.kincaidservice.com
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Call Us (931) 680-1011
younginsur.com

1500 Madison St. 
Shelbyville, TN 37160

INFLATION!INFLATION!
Let Us Help!Let Us Help!

Se habla Español.

Call us for a review of your policies.

Brian Riddle (Life/Med. Supplement), Pam Zahorian, Dennis Young Jr, Shawn Rueff, 
Connie Wiens, Leeann Leversen, Matthew Hahn, Jessica Osborne, Dennis Young Sr.
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NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

StanMcNabbChevy.com and StanMcNabbCDJ.com!

MOVING SALE SPECIALS

Chevrolet Buick GMC 
Sales: (931) 455-3451
Service: (877) 427-5222

Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Sales: (931) 408-9662 
Service: (931) 408-9671

All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee. Prices subject to change & vehicle availability.

2023 Jeep 
Gladiator 
Willys 4x4

2023 Dodge 
Charger 
SXT RWD
MSRP:  $39,110
Discounts:  $5,236
Stan’s Price:  $33,874

Stk#C2252

2024 Dodge 
Hornet R/T 
EAWD

MSRP:  $44,590
Discounts:  $1,636
Stan’s Price:  $42,954

Stk#C2356

MSRP:  $53,795
Discounts:  $10,958
Stan’s Price:  $42,837

Stk#C2236

2024 Ram 2500 
Tradesman
Crew Cab

Call (931) 408-9662

MSRP:  $70,555
Discounts:  $3,509
Stan’s Price:  $67,046

Stk#C2299

2828 Hwy 231 North Shelbyville, TN 37160  •  931.684.1669

• Free Admission
• Free Parking
• Vintage 

Airplanes

• Warbirds
• Drones
• Food Vendors
• And Lots More!

Open to the Public & 
Fun for the Whole Family!

Saturday April 27th
10 am to 2 pm

AVIATION AVIATION 
DAYDAY

SHELBYVILLE 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

222 S. Cannon Blvd., Shelbyville, TN • 931-684-3506
Corner Hwy. 55 & 50 Lynchburg, TN • 931-759-7236

Lincoln-Bedford-Moore 
Farmers Cooperative

Stock Up
For Easter!

1302 North Main St.
Shelbyville, TN 37160
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From our 
publishing 

partner

“As a lifetime resi-
dent of Shelbyville 
and an experienced 
advertising/market-
ing professional, I’m 
incredibly thrilled 
to contribute to a 
magazine that shares 
positive stories, 
strengthening our 
community. If you 
are interested in 
building a stronger 
brand or promoting 
your business feel free 
to reach out to me 
and let’s talk.”

Sissy Smith
Publishing Partner
(931) 224-5268
sissy@goodnewsmags.com

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? Let us 
know what you think! Follow us 
and leave a review on Facebook. 
Search Good News Shelbyville 
or send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com

Ahead of 
the Curve
The thrill of the learning curve 
coaster makes the ride to the 
future worth it.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

T HE METAL beams tick, tick, tick  
with every inch the cart climbs to 

the top of the hill. The experienced thrill-
seekers in the front cart raise their hands as 
the coaster inches toward the climax of the 
ride. Experienced or not, every heart on the 
ride starts beating faster. Click. And the cart 
takes a dive. The winds move fast, but your 
stomach drops faster. The speed reaches new 
levels, then slows with a squeaking halt. The 
heart rate may still be elevated, but it will 
come down in due time. The curve may be 
scary, but mastering it is worth it. 

Like turning in a test, the scary part is 
over. Now all you can do is wait. 

“Please raise your hands,” the conductor 
in uniform announces over the ride’s 
speaker system. 

Our educators are the conductors of this 
exhilarating ride, guiding our children over the 
peaks and through the valleys with wisdom, 
patience, and an unwavering commitment to 
progress. To be “ahead of the curve” is to lead, 
to innovate, to blaze trails where others will 
follow. It’s a place where our local educators 
stand not just by profession but by calling. 
With each lesson they teach and every question 
they encourage, they’re not only transferring 
knowledge — they’re transforming the future, 
one curious mind at a time.

In this issue, we celebrate the torchbearers 
of the classroom, who keep the flame of 
enlightenment dancing even in the strongest 
winds of change. They map the topography 
of young minds and chart courses that 
will navigate them through life’s myriad 
complexities. These are the mentors who 
recognize that the steepest part of the curve 
is often where the most learning takes 
place, where character is built, and where 
perseverance is learned.

Thank you, educators, for every moment 
spent drafting the blueprint of intellect and 
character within the halls of learning. You 
are the architects who draw out the talents 
within our youth, nurturing not just scholars, 
but citizens of the world. Your classrooms 
are incubators for innovation, where “ahead 
of the curve” isn’t just a measure of academic 
pace, but a holistic approach to fostering 
leaders, thinkers, and dreamers.

With gratitude and admiration, we 
dedicate this issue to you — may you always 
lead the charge, and may your students always 
be inspired to stay ahead of the curve. GN

 
Wesley Bryant,
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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Beyond 
Bellthe

Debbie Lawson



T HINK SCHOOLS, and 
you immediately picture 
students in class, heads 
bent over computers and 

notebooks, and teachers at the front of the 
room leading lessons. You see the principal 
walking the halls and the cafeteria lines 
moving. You hear the bell tones signaling 
the end of another day of learning. But 
what you don’t see are dedicated souls 
working behind the scenes to ensure the 
doors lock properly, the playgrounds are 
neatly mowed, and there are paper towels 
and toilet paper for the restrooms. 

Debbie Lawson works behind the scenes 
to ensure Bedford County’s school 
facilities have everything they need.
By Tina Neeley // Photography by Ashleigh NewnesBeyond 

Bell Bedford County Board of Education’s 
maintenance department handles this and 
much more. Work orders, invoices, payroll 
information, inventory updates, and a 
constant stream of data flow through the 
careful oversight of Debbie Lawson, the 
department’s secretary. Every school lawn 
mowed, every playground swing repaired, 
and every propane tank filled traces 
back to Lawson and the maintenance 
department team.

Lawson applied for the job more than 
18 years ago because its hours enabled 
her to focus on her top priority — her 

children. Like parenting, it turned out to 
be more challenging than she imagined, 
with benefits that exceeded anything in 
the job description.

“I wouldn’t be able to do it without 
so many good people who have taught, 
guided, and supported me through the 
years. There are new challenges all the 
time. We can’t possibly have all the 
answers for everything, so it’s important to 
know who to go to for guidance to get the 
job done correctly,” said Lawson.

Getting the job done correctly is 
her top job-related priority. She’s as 
committed to doing things right as she 
is to her family at home and work. Not 
doing things right has far-reaching 
consequences. Because of her dedication 
to details and the standard of work to 
which she holds herself, she’s often known 
as the maintenance shop’s “mother.”

 She said, “I’ve been known to scold 
our maintenance and grounds crew for 
forgetting to turn in an invoice, not using 
their safety glasses, or leaving things 
on the floor that could cause a tripping 
hazard. We all work hard and try our best 
to work in a safe manner and look out for 
each other. But I hope my coworkers see 
me as someone trustworthy they can go 
to for advice, help, or to listen if they need 
someone to talk to.”
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You’ll find Lawson surrounded by 
boxes, checking packing slips to make 
sure everything is received correctly. 
Comparing the quoted price to the prices 
on the invoices before sending them 
to the finance department for payment 
is something she does on autopilot. 
Ensuring an insurance company has 
everything it needs to process a claim is 
routine. The thought of overlooking a 
critical detail wakes her up at night.

“I wake up in the night thinking 
about what I need to get done, and 
sometimes I send myself an email 
reminder so I can let it go, and I can 
rest. During the winter, I worry about 
our propane levels getting too low and a 
school not having heat. I do my best to 
make sure we don’t run out of fuel for 
our vehicles and mowers,” Lawson said. 

“I order toilet paper, paper towels, and 
trash bags for our schools. It’s important 
to me that our vendors are paid in a timely 
manner and that our accounts are in good 
standing. Our employees work hard, and 
I try to make sure payroll is turned in 
correctly and that their sick, vacation, and 
comp time is accurate.”  

Work orders and workers move in and 
out of Lawson’s office calmly on some 
days and like a whirlwind on others. 
She’s wired for details, balancing her 
caring and nurturing spirit with her no-
nonsense management, forever concerned 
with not letting anything or anyone fall 
through the cracks.

Director of Maintenance Daniel 
Kleindienst said, “Debbie takes care of 
our facility employees. She initiates food 
drives for anyone in need and sends 

“I wouldn’t be able 
to do it without 
so many good 
people who have 
taught, guided, 
and supported 
me through the 
years. There are 
new challenges all 
the time.”  
-Debbie Lawson
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Bedford County School Grounds and Maintenance Crew➤
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sympathy cards to families who have lost 
loved ones.”

Lawson and her coworkers are a team 
and family, there for each other as much as 
they are there to support and maintain the 
school system’s facilities.

She said, “My work family are some 
of the kindest, most talented, and most 
hard-working people I’ve ever known. We 
all work hard, but we also laugh and have 
fun. Most importantly, we care about one 
another and pray together and for each 
other.  We’re all happy for each other’s 
successes, and when one person is hurting, 
we all hurt. I’m proud to be a part of such 
an amazing group.”

She’s part of another amazing group 
— her family. Lawson and her husband, 
Tim, have been married for 31 years. 
Their son, Andy, and his wife, Julia, live 

in Christiana, and the Lawsons’ daughter, 
Abby, and her fiancé, Josh Hanson, 
live in Shelbyville. They are all strong 
supporters of the Shelbyville Bedford 
County Humane Association and opened 
their hearts and homes to dogs and cats 
adopted from the association.

The same love and compassion spill 
over into Debbie’s work. Though unseen, 
her meticulous work forms an invisible 
framework of Bedford County's schools. 
Every child who learns, every teacher 
who teaches, and every parent who finds 
comfort in a safe and clean environment 
does so thanks to the maintenance 
department team.

“They have the hearts of servants,” 
Debbie said. “I love my work family, 
and I have the utmost respect for what 
they do.” GN

“My work family 
are some of 
the kindest, 
most talented, 
and most hard-
working people 
I’ve ever known. 
We all work hard, 
but we also laugh 
and have fun.”
 
-Debbie Lawson
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Julie Haynes

Layne 
Draper-Talbott
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F EW NAMES appear in resolutions adopted 
by the Tennessee House of Representatives, 
but it’s a recognition claimed by Julie Haynes 

and Layne Draper-Talbott. Haynes, Bedford County 
Schools’ Supervisor of the Year, and Draper-Talbott, 
Bedford County Schools’ Principal of the Year, were 
among nine educator finalists in their divisions for a 
statewide award. Their greatest honor comes not from 
the floor of the state Capitol, however, but from the 
votes of their local peers.

Julie Haynes
Now in her sixth year as supervisor of special education, 
Haynes works with students, teachers, administrators, 
and parents to provide services for students ages 3 
through 22. Providing support to others is at the heart 
of everything she does and has been a prominent part 
of her personality from an early age.

“When I was little, I loved playing school with 
my older sister and cousins. One year for Christmas, 
my parents bought my sister and me a chalkboard.  I 

Julie Haynes and Layne Draper-Talbott 
are winning awards and changing lives.

By Tina Neeley // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Securing students’ 

s s sU C C E

remember toting that to the backyard, dressing up in 
my mother’s high-heeled shoes so that I could teach 
my ‘class.’  I was always the student in school wanting 
to help, so I guess you can say that when I grew up, I 
wanted to be a teacher, which aligns with my current 
career,” said Haynes.

Haynes redefined her idea of success, and it’s not 
measured by awards.  

She said, “I am a perfectionist and want 
everything to be completed by the end of the day.  
Unfortunately, that’s not possible in my current 
position.  There is never enough time in the day 
for me to accomplish everything I would like to 
complete. My main goal each day is to support 
my students, teachers, and families. And I love 
being able to visit schools and work with students. 
There’s something special about seeing a sweet 
smile, getting a hug, or seeing a student experience 
success for the first time. If I can do that, then it is a 
successful day.”

Haynes believes none of it is possible without others.

Layne 
Draper-Talbott
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“Being a finalist and being recognized by the 
Tennessee State Department of Education was an 
honor for me. Being a finalist wasn’t just about me; it 
was also about my work family. It’s impossible for me 
to do what I do without them. My teachers, therapists, 
and support staff work hard each day and give 110% 
to our students. I have one of the best teams and 
appreciate everything they do each day for our students 
and families!”

In a previous report by the Shelbyville Times-
Gazette announcing the awards, School Superintendent 
Dr. Tammy Garrett said, “Julie Haynes is a true 
advocate for students with disabilities. She is a 
wealth of knowledge and an essential member of our 
leadership team. Many parents have witnessed how she 
works with them to design the best educational plan 
possible for our students.”

Layne Draper-Talbott
Education is in Draper-Talbott’s DNA. With both 
her mother and grandmother teaching at Shelbyville 
Central High School for over 30 years, she could have 
diverged and chosen another career path. However, the 
desire to follow in their footsteps stirred at a young age.

“I believe teaching is a calling, and I’m so proud of 
my profession. I always wanted to be a kindergarten 
teacher. In my first year, I taught kindergarten, then 
moved to first grade. Later, I taught third grade prior 
to becoming an assistant principal, and then principal,” 
said Draper-Talbott.

“My teachers, therapists, and support 
staff work hard each day and give 110% 
to our students. I have one of the best 

teams and appreciate everything they do 
each day for our students and families!”

-Julie Haynes
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As principal of East Side Elementary 
School, managing the multiple layers 
and supporting her administration is a 
balancing act where staying mindful of 
self-care is essential.

She said, “Being a principal is a 
difficult but rewarding career. Each day 
is different, some more challenging than 
others. Some days, you feel like you are 
juggling 50 different tasks, and you just 
pray you don't drop one. The single most 
challenging thing is just getting it all done.  
In education, there is never really a finish 
line — job complete, time to go home.  
Reminding myself that tomorrow is a new 
day, my family needs me at home, and I 
must take care of myself so I can take care 
of my teachers and students continues to 
be my biggest challenge.”

She’s quick to add that she could never 
do it alone.

“I am not a solo leader; I have a great 
team. My assistant principal, Jennifer 
Simons, and I work side by side. And 
from my front office staff to my teachers 
to my support staff, we all work together 
to lead this school. I am so very proud of 
my team!” 

The award is a career milestone.
“I still vividly remember Dr. Garrett 

and Mr. Harwell walking into the 
East Side gym to announce that I 
was named Bedford County Principal 
of the Year this time last year. I can 
honestly say that I have never been more 
surprised in my life. The feeling was 

a bit overwhelming, thinking that my 
peers voted and selected me. This job is 
not glamorous, and there aren’t many 
accolades associated with it. However, 
being selected is my greatest career 
honor to date,” she remembered fondly.

In a Times-Gazette article, Garrett 
said, “Layne-Talbott is a phenomenal 
principal. The school culture she creates 
through her leadership is one of the best, 
and teachers and students love to be at 
East Side. She is a great manager as well 
as instructional leader.”

Haynes and Draper-Talbott are 
more than award-winners. They're the 
faces behind countless student triumphs. 
They’re tireless advocates who are the 
beating hearts of Bedford County’s school 
system. Their passion resonates beyond 
commendations, leaving an indelible mark 
on every life they touch. GN

“Being a principal 
is a difficult but 

rewarding career. 
Each day is 

different, some 
more challenging 

than others. Some 
days, you feel like 

you are juggling 50 
different tasks, and 

you just pray you 
don’t drop one.”

-Layne Draper-Talbott
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68 68 K milesK miles

Or, shop with us in person! 
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30   Sat 8:30-1:00
809 N Main St., Shelbyville, TN
Family owned & operated since 1975
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2020 Nissan Altima 2.5 Platinum
Stk#183768Stk#183768
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$$16,50016,500

2019 Chevy Colorado
Stk#214798Stk#214798

104 104 K milesK miles

Price plus taxes, title, license & $199 doc fee.
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2016 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited
Stk#322092Stk#322092

105 105 K milesK miles

Monday - Friday 8:00am - 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am - Noon

CascadeVetHospital.com
931.389.0449

Animal Care Beyond Compare

Veterinary Services • Boarding • Grooming

Happy Easter!Happy Easter!
From Our Amazing Staff!

Don’t forget chocolate is bad for our 
4 legged friends. Protect your pet by 
keeping them away from chocolate.

Shelbyville 
120 Martin Rd., Suite 200
Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-.488.8700

Tullahoma 
730 Kings Ln.
Tullahoma, TN 37388
931.841.9200

Learn To
Live Better!

•  General orthopedics
• Fracture care
• Arthroscopic hip,  
 knee,elbow, shoulder 
 & ankle injuries
• Total joint 
    replacement
•  Rotator cuff repair
• Joint & soft tissue 
 injections

DEB INSELL, AGENT  
923 N. Main St Shelbyville, TN 37160  
931-684-5274 www.debinsell.com

STATE FARM, BLOOMINGTON, IL 2001738

Like a Good Neighbor
State Farm is There. ®

http://www.debinsell.com


Furthering
Futures
Dr. Colt Boyce revisits his roots at 
Community Elementary School.

By Tina Neeley // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

A S DR. COLT Boyce walks the halls 
of Community Elementary School, 

the unmistakable sense of belonging he feels 
within the school’s walls doesn’t just come 
from doing the work he loves but from where 
he gets to do it. He’s traveled full circle, and 
all roads lead back to the elementary school 
of his childhood. Boyce is home, rooted in the 
everyday rhythm of Community Elementary 
School and the lingering influence of his 
former teachers and administrators.

His grandmother, Doris Beech, his mom, 
Dawn Beech Boyce, and his aunt, Kim Beech 
Hillard, provided a firm foundation for his 
love for education and children in Boyce’s 
preschool days in their daycare. Later, as a 
Community High School senior and college 

student working in Bedford County’s School 
Age Care Program, he recognized that a phar-
macy or pharmaceutical sales career wasn’t for 
him. After two semesters, he changed his ma-
jor at Middle Tennessee State University and 
followed his heart.

“I knew that this was God’s purpose for my 
life, and there was no doubt in my mind I was 
meant to teach,” said Boyce.

But where he would teach was yet to be 
seen. After completing his student teaching, 
he accepted a fourth-grade teaching job at 
Community Elementary School. Boyce was 
home again; the classroom would be his for 
five years. 

Boyce’s time with students in the School 
Age Care Program affirmed his calling, but he 
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didn’t imagine he’d go straight into teaching 
at Community Elementary School or that his 
move to an administrative role would come so 
soon. He became assistant principal two and 
half years ago and principal of Community El-
ementary School on Jan. 1, 2024.

Boyce holds a master’s in library science 
and a doctorate in educational leadership, but 
he brings more than that to his new position. 
He brings the leadership examples of the ad-
ministrators from his own school career.

“When I was growing up here, Jeff Yoes and 
Linda Pinkston were principal and assistant 
principal, and they're the best of the best,” he 



said. “I wanted to do something similar to what 
they've been able to do. They left an impact here 
at this building, and I thought, ‘If I can do that 
for somebody else, I want to be part of that.’”

Whether it’s finding ways to engage stu-
dents amid today’s digitally-distracted world 
or supporting teachers and administrators, 
one core connection is at the heart of the im-
pact he hopes to leave.

“Today’s educators have a bigger challenge 
ahead of them than [ever before]. It's harder to 
engage kids, so getting creative is important. 
It all comes back to relationships,” said Boyce. 
“Each student needs different things, so you've 

got to make sure you've got a good foundation. 
Building relationships with kids is the best 
way to reach them. Even though I don't have a 
classroom, my classroom is the 670-something 
kids in our building. So being present, knowl-
edgeable, seen, and getting to know them and 
their families is something that, in my opinion, 
you've got to do to be successful in administra-
tion or leading the school.”

His roots are the building blocks of rela-
tionship building.

Boyce said, “Relationships are continuous. 
You still have to build relationships and work on 
those; that's an ongoing thing. But I have initial 



Mallorie Duckworth, Jax Harris, and Colt Boyce ➤

relationships with people out here. I know the 
people, so I know where we need to go, and I 
don't have to spend as much time figuring out 
everyone's strengths and weaknesses.”

The heart of his leadership goals rests on 
relationships — caring about everyone around 
him and seeking to understand and improve 
their day-to-day circumstances. His goal is to 
see Community Elementary School faculty 
and staff feel supported daily. His passion is 
further fueled by sharing in the growth and 
well-being of those around him. 

“My favorite thing about my job is having 
the opportunities to make a meaningful and 
positive impact on the lives of Community 
Elementary School students, faculty, and fam-
ilies. The essence of my job lies in helping indi-
viduals overcome challenges, whether academ-
ic, behavioral, or anything in between. There’s a 
profound sense of fulfillment that comes from 
guiding others to achieve things they never 
thought possible,” he said.

Recognizing that not everyone answers 
their calling to become educators, Boyce en-
courages future teachers to give teaching a 
chance despite an often negative narrative sur-
rounding the career today. 

Boyce said, “I never want to be the person 
that looks at somebody and tells him not to go 
into education. If your heart is in it, and you 
have a passion for kids and helping make the 
world a better place, this is exactly where we 
need people to be. We need people passionate 
about changing people's lives and making a 
difference going into this field.”

And the measure of success will forever be 
connected to relationships.

“After my first full year, I hope I can look 
back and not just measure academics but mea-
sure impact. And we do that by looking at the 
whole child and the progress we're making in 
all areas, not just academics. Yes, that's import-
ant. But also, are we growing as a community 
and as a school?” he said. “I want this school to 
be a place where teachers and faculty want to 
work and students want to learn, so if we can 
say that, I think we've succeeded.”

Success sounds a lot like home. Now that’s 
full circle. GN

My favorite thing about 
my job is having the 
opportunities to make a 
meaningful and positive 
impact on the lives of 
Community Elementary 
School students, faculty, 
and families. 

- COLT BOYCE
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109 E. Holland St., Shelbyville • 931-680-0660 • www.habeasley.net
We Are Hiring For Accounting, Bookkeeping And Payroll At Our Murfreesboro Location.

Happy Easter!Happy Easter!
Call us today for all of your tax and accounting needs.

• Bookkeeping
• Individual & 

Business Tax 
Returns

• State Returns
• Payroll Services

• Business 
Consultation

• Quickbooks
• Consulting & 

Training
• And More!

401 S. Cannon Blvd, Shelbyville, TN 37160

Tires • Front-End Alignment • Brakes • Mufflers

Serving Middle Tennessee Since 1954

Landers Tires
931-684-TIRE

http://www.habeasley.net
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739 North Main St • Shelbyville, TN • 931-684-5011

www.doakhowellfuneralhome.com

DOAK-HOWELL 
FUNERAL HOME

“family serving families”

Cremation Services • Custom Monument Sales

flooringflooringextremeextreme

Floors, Tile & Backsplashes

Call us for a FREE estimate! (931) 735-6700 
108 East Highland St. • Shelbyville, TN 37160

“Extreme Flooring was amazing to work with from 
the design to the finished product. I loved doing 
business with a small business with excellent 
customer service and craftsmanship and still get 
a great “big business price”. I couldn’t be happier, 
thanks to extreme flooring for making my floor 
and tile dreams come to life.”

Shelby Scoggins

SPRING MAINTENANCE SPECIALSPRING MAINTENANCE SPECIAL
WITH OUR

INCLUDES: 
• Check electrical connections
• Check refrigerant level
• Clean coils as needed
• Check and clear condensate drain
• Check cooling operation  
  of the system

ONLY $$7676
With mention of this ad.

EXTEND THE LIFE EXTEND THE LIFE 
OF YOUR UNITOF YOUR UNIT

HELP 
WANTED: 

INSTALLERS

830 N. Jefferson Street • Shelbyville, Tennessee

CALL TODAY 
FOR MORE INFO:
931.684.0502

http://www.doakhowellfuneralhome.com
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‘You just keep doing it’

From chalkboards to 
SMARTboards

Served with love

 36 
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Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Margaret Dalton➤
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This section of the magazine 
covers local positive stories
you may have missed.

Submit a positive story
on our website: 
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definitewellness.net
875 Union St. Shelbyville, TN • 401 Wilson Ave. Tullahoma, TN 37388

Mon.-Tue. Thurs. Fri. 9am- 6pm

SEMAGLUTIDE 
is a fantastic new 

medication specifically 
for weight loss. 

It’s a once weekly injection that has 
been providing dramatic weight loss 

results in our patients since its release! 

Give us a call 
for more information.

(931) 808-8329 ANGELA RUBLEY FNP

Shelbyville’s Premier Weight Loss Clinic

Our team of vascular surgeons
provide expert solutions with
the utmost care and respect

Don’t let spider
veins and

varicose veins
keep you off

your feet
this spring

931.685.0986 • midtnvascular.com
120 Frank Martin Rd., Suite 101
Shelbyville, TN 37160

• Over 25 Years Experience 
• Your One Stop Auto Shop
• 24 hr Wrecker Service
• Computer Diagnostics

• Collision Center
• Tires & Alignments
• Diesel Repairs
• Oil Changes

• A/C Services
• Brakes

2678 Hwy 41A North Shelbyville, TN 37160

HEAVY TOWING & RECOVERY
Office: 931-294-5330 • Cell: 931-639-4396
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Templeton & Associates
Insurance

Kay, Zack & Jennifer
GET THECoverage

YOU NEED!

• Auto
• Home
• Life
• Commercial

108 East Depot Street • 931-684-4380

www.woodruffsellstn.com
401 Elm St., Shelbyville, TN • (931) 684-5050Vance Clay

Affiliate Broker
(931) 580-7200

Diana Grogan 
Affiliate Broker
(931) 703-1844

Diana Dalton 
Affiliate Broker

(931) 703-2637

Amanda Shelton
Affiliate Broker

(931) 639-3614

Amanda Seibers 
Affiliate Broker

(931) 205-3869

Samantha Floyd
Affiliate Broker

(931) 575-9773

Ryan Richardson 
Affiliate Broker

(931) 580-5785

Whitney Carter 
Affiliate Broker

(931) 607-0139

Crystal Comstock 
Affiliate Broker

(931) 492-3783

Kenny Lawrence
Affiliate Broker

(931) 639-0273

Ali Wilhoite
Affiliate Broker

(931) 575-0219

Mike McAlister
Auctioneer/Affiliate Broker

(931) 703-1686

Catie Boyce Gentry
Affiliate Broker

(931) 492-1055

Representing Buyers 
And Sellers All Throughout 
The Middle Tennessee Area 

Since 2009

HAPPY EASTER!
Emily Woodruff 
Principal Broker
(931) 619-9254

Woody Woodruff
Principal Auctioneer

(931) 224-5374

Jamie Doak 
Affiliate Broker

(931) 224-5774

http://www.woodruffsellstn.com


“YOU JUST 
KEEP DOING IT.”
MARGARET DALTON’S 
MOTIVATION IS UNWAVERING.
By Tina Neeley // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes 

F ROM HER desk in the office of 
Liberty School, Margaret Dalton 
watches as the landscape of education 

changes. She sees, too, generations of learners 
passing through on their way to high school 
and adulthood, where their children and 
their children’s children often walk the same 
halls. From large floppy discs and jumbo 
monitors with disk operating system screens 
to instant access on her desktop to the state’s 
educational databases, one thing hasn’t 
changed in her years at Liberty School — her 
love of its students. Another thing that hasn’t 
changed either is the love of the students, 
administration, and parents for Dalton.

Before the first class bell rings, Dalton and 
the office staff are busy taking calls. Attendance 
soon follows and must be reported to the state 

by 8:30 a.m. and while uploading attendance, 
the front doorbell rings. Visitors must show 
their identification, explain their needs, and 
check in through the office once they’re inside 
the building. Dalton may pause her other daily 
reports to register a new student. Then, the 
teachers’ requisitions that have been approved 
make it to her desk for order placement. 

Ding! Another parent is at her desk for 
assistance, transferring her child to a different 
school. The new school requires records 
from the prior one, and again, Dalton stops 
what she’s doing to meet another need.  It’s 
an insane hurricane of stops and starts, but 
Dalton takes it all in stride.

“I love my job; I’ve always loved my job. And 
that makes it a lot easier to deal with. When you 
love it, you just keep doing it,” she said.
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I love the kids. I love 
the hugs from them, 
the smiles on their 
faces when they want 
to show you some little 
picture they drew. That 
just makes your day.
- Margaret Dalton 

Her love for the students and her work 
leaves a lasting impression. Gina Lippman, 
who moved here with her family from out 
of state a month before her son started 
kindergarten at Liberty School, will never 
forget Dalton’s kindness.

“Mrs. Dalton was so accommodating. As 
soon as we walked into the office, she was so 
welcoming and reassuring. I was a complete 
nervous wreck wondering if Liberty would be 
a good fit for us, but meeting Mrs. Dalton put 
me at ease and made me feel like this is where 
we’re meant to be,” Lippman said.

It’s not just what she accomplishes; it’s 
everything about her.

Lippman said, “Her presence is truly like 
a warm hug. Every time we enter Liberty, 

Margaret Dalton
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Mrs. Dalton, without fail, is there greeting us with 
a smile. She’s so kind, and I am forever grateful. We 
absolutely love Liberty, and Mrs. Dalton will always 
be our first reason.”

From the outside looking in, you’d never know 
how much she’s juggling at any point in time. 
Dalton must complete attendance reporting quickly 
and accurately.

Dalton said, “The hardest part is getting all this 
information correctly to the state. They have to have a 
full day accounted for —  a full 420 minutes in class 
— and when their schedules’ minutes are off, you have 
to go and figure out where it’s off and get it fixed.”

And amidst it all, Dalton takes time to support 
the teachers.

“I know their job is hard, and whatever I can do to 
help them out, I’m more than happy to do.”

Teacher Christi Howell said, “Mrs. Dalton 
has been such a huge help to me since I’ve been at 
Liberty. She’s the heart and soul of Liberty.”

Accomplishing it all means working after the last 
bell rings.

“They all say that I live here,” said Dalton. “There 
are times when I’m still there at six o’clock because, in 
my agenda, I’ve got something I want done on that 
day. So I’ll just stay and work on it. It’s easier to work 
when nobody’s here.”

It’s sort of like working from home when you love 
your job.

She said, “That’s why I stay. Sure, I could have 
gotten a job somewhere else that paid more, but it’s 
home. It’s family, because that’s how most of us are 
out there. Most of my teachers are like my sisters or 
family. If they need something, I’ll do it.”

After all, she’s paid extra by the students.
“I love the kids. I love the hugs from them, the 

smiles on their faces when they want to show you some 
little picture they drew,” Dalton said. “I hang their 
pictures on my filing cabinet. That just makes your day.”

And her day is made again when they’ve grown 
from hugs and filing cabinet art and return for their 
senior walk.

“They go right by the office when they come in 
from outside and up and down the hallways. The 
students love it, especially the little ones. They’re 
waving at them all like it’s a parade,” said Dalton.

Now in her 30th year at the school, she’s 
proud of the generations of students that pass 
through Liberty School’s doors under her watch.

“I’ve seen the older ones with their kids. You 
remember the little stinkers who did little things 
they shouldn’t be doing, but now they’re grown,” 
she said. “When they tell me what they’re doing 
now, I tell them, ‘I’m so proud of you.’ I’m happy 
they’ve grown up and done well for themselves.”

Like the landscape of education and 
technology, the world changes continuously, and 
Dalton’s job changes with it. But one thing will 
forever be the same — her love for the students 
and her Liberty School family. It’s as solid as 
their love for her. GN
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FROM 
CHALKBOARDS 
TO SMARTBOARDS
LEAVING A LEGACY 
OF LEARNING AND LOVE
By Tina Neeley // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

G ATHER AROUND the Gordon 
family dinner table and ask how 
things are going at school, but be 

prepared to stay awhile. Former and present 
teachers fill the seats. Spanning from the use 
of chalkboards to interactive whiteboards, 
their combined experiences and shared 
passion for their students are a renewable 
resource. This lasting legacy has created a 
built-in support system for current and future 
generations of Gordon educators.

Shaped by the influence of former 
teachers, most knew from childhood that 
they wanted to follow in the footsteps of 
Gordons before them. These family members 
are pouring their best efforts into the school 
system, spurred by those who invested in 
them along the way.

David and Mary Frances Gordon are 
the founders of this lasting legacy. Current 
teachers in the family include Neal Gordon, 

son, Shelbyville Central High School; Karla 
Moncier, daughter, Rogersville City School; 
Marla Agee, daughter, Shelbyville Central 
High School; Macey Agee, son-in-law, 
Franklin High School; and Kanya Gordon, 
daughter-in-law, Eakin Elementary School.

 Mary Frances said, “God has blessed us 
with many years as educators. My husband 
was an educator also, just not in the school 
system. He taught [members of the 4-H 
Club] and adult farmers in this county as an 
agricultural agent. If we count his years, [the 
two of us] have given thus far a total of 177 
years of education to Bedford County and 
214 years to the state of Tennessee.”

The support system Mary Frances found 
at Eakin Elementary School as a teacher’s 
aide encouraged her to pursue a degree in 
teaching. Now retired, she taught at Eakins 
Elementary School for her entire career. 
She taught for 16 years in the first grade 
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Marla, Mary Francis, and Neal Gordon

ISSUE 3 2024 / /  41GOOD NEWS SHELBYVILLE



classroom, with 14 years as a certified Title 1 Program 
teacher. According to the Tennessee Board of Education, 
Title I is a federally funded program meant to support 
and improve learning for students in high-poverty schools, 
helping them meet performance standards. 

“Frieda Bone took me under her wing and shared so 
much with me, even her lesson plans. I learned more on 
the job than in the teacher prep courses. [I worked with] 
wonderful teachers and super principals all along the way,” 
said Mary Frances.

She even worked with Kanya at one point. They taught 
in the same Title I room for a few years — Kanya taught 
second and third grade reading on one side of the room, 
while Mary Frances taught first grade reading on the other.  

Reading paves the path to a life of learning. Mary 
Frances, Kanya, and Whitney love contributing to the 
learning process. 

Whitney said, “Finding the newest books and sharing 
them with my students and school is a huge passion of mine.” 

It’s a passion that she clearly shares with her mom, Kanya.
“I have a huge kids’ classroom library. I may or may 

not have a little shopping problem with books for my 
classroom,” Kanya said. 

A benefit of sharing an occupation with family is 
overcoming challenges through close collaboration and 
years of shared experiences.

Speaking on those challenges, Neal said, “The biggest 
challenge in education has always been how [to] meet the 
needs of an ever-changing society and prepare students for 
a future that doesn’t yet exist. How do we prepare students 
for the smartphone revolution when we watched television 
with rabbit ear antennae? When I look at my classroom, I 
see faces that have changed over the years but are worthy, 
eager, and want all the good things in this world. It’s our 
challenge to help them find a way to do just that.”

It’s a topic the family tackles in their loud, passionate con-
versations at the dinner table and in their classrooms, too. Neal 
believes Whitney is a leading example in shaping young minds.

“I think Whitney is the best of us all. She has learned 
from our collective experiences and brings new techniques 
and technology to old problems. All the solutions are out 
there; we just have to keep finding them.”

The family emphasizes that nurturing relationships in 
the classroom is an integral part of the solution.

“I love building a respectful, inclusive, 
loving culture in my classroom,” said Whitney. 
“It’s easy to build relationships and a strong 
classroom family when everyone is cared for, 
seen, and heard. I truly enjoy teaching my 
students, having fun with them, and, most of 
all, seeing them be successful.”

Kanya agreed, “I love loving my kids and 
doing fun things with them, and I truly enjoy 
being with them at school. My students know 
we’re a family, and families stick together.”

Their commitment to their students 
is rooted in the support they receive from 
each other. 
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“My parents have set the example of 
always being there for each other, no matter 
what,” said Marla.

“I’m now teaching what I call my 
‘grandstudents.’ They are so much fun. Some 
are just like the 2.0 version of their parents, 
and others are totally different yet strangely 
familiar at the same time,” said Neal.

This family of educators continues the 
legacy of learning and love, supporting each 
other through challenges and sharing in 
successful moments.

“Sharing the profession of education 
just adds one more commonality among 

us,” said Marla. “I would say that our 
biggest support for each other is that we 
listen and can truly empathize with our 
daily struggles. We share the joy of our 
wonderful victories in the classroom or 
with public education in general. We listen, 
lift each other up if we are down, and 
celebrate all of the good.”

The Gordon family’s collective wisdom and 
resilience continue to create a legacy of learning 
and love that extends far beyond the boundaries 
of their classrooms. Navigating the challenges 
of an ever-changing educational landscape may 
seem daunting, but they aren’t facing it alone. GN

Mary Francis, Marla, Whitney, Neal, and Kanya Gordon➤
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SERVED 
WITH LOVE
TONYA BECKMAN AND HER TEAM 
SHARE A HEARTFELT COMMITMENT 
TO COMMUNITY AREA STUDENTS.
By Tina Neeley // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

A TIDAL WAVE of chatter washes over the cafeteria as students 
surge through the doors, their minds more on who they’ll sit by 
than what’s on their plate. They pass through quickly, barely looking 

up at times, but the hands and hearts that serve them breakfast and lunch see 
and care for them. They’re more likely known collectively as “the lunch ladies” 
than by their given names, and they are a team committed to a single goal: to 
offer your children meals that are as appealing as they are nutritious.

At Community Elementary and Middle School (Community), Tonya 
Beckman and her team work behind the scenes to serve students. The 
constant bustle of changing classes and the banging of returned trays may 
seem like the most chaotic part of the day to some. Many days, it’s far from 
it. Alarms for a fire or lockdown drill may sound, bringing everything to a 
grinding halt. Beckman might find the cafeteria understaffed and need extra 
help getting everything ready. And sometimes, an unexpected crisis prompts a 
last-minute menu substitution. New challenges arise every day.

“If a school is struggling, and I call Janet Clarkson, the district nutrition 
supervisor, she sends an SOS out to all the schools, and everybody rallies 
around each other across the entire county. The generous hospitality of the 
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Tonya Beckman
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I don’t ever want this to be 
a place you regret getting 
up and coming into in 
the morning. I know it’s 
a job, but it has so many 
rewarding benefits.

- Tonya Beckman

Bedford County Board of Education and Child 
Nutrition never ceases to amaze me,” said Beckman.

The quick pace is not for the faint-hearted. 
Lunch service begins at 11:00 a.m., and the last 
group comes in at 12:15 p.m. Within an hour and 
a half, the Community nutrition workers serve 825 
to 850 students and staff. They are the only people 
who see every student each day of the school year.

Balancing tightropes between state mandates 
and student preferences can be challenging for 
Beckman to navigate. Every meal must juggle 
calorie counts, sodium limits, mandated vegetable 
servings, and more — all while satisfying hungry 
students’ tastes.

Beckman said, “We have to hurdle through and 
get creative trying to provide food that we know 
our kiddos still want to eat.”

If your child craves something different, stu-
dents can grab a sack to-go. Delicious sandwiches, 
crunchy veggies, sweet applesauce, and a cheesy 
treat await, offering a satisfying escape from the 
day’s menu. It’s not your average childhood school 
lunch; there’s something for every taste.

If you think planning your weekly meals is 
overwhelming, consider this: out of 15 schools in 
Bedford County, 13 cafeterias staffed by 90 em-
ployees served 1,956,596 meals last year and are on 
track to serve 2,236,000 meals this school year.

There’s another sound nestled among the stu-
dents’ voices and clinking silverware, and it’s music 
to Beckman’s ears. 

“It’s the sound of everybody working cohesively 
together. I’ve always told my staff, ‘I don’t ever want 
this to be a place you regret getting up and coming 
into in the morning. I know it’s a job, but it has 
so many rewarding benefits, and I don’t ever want 
you to feel like your work is not appreciated when 
you’re here.’ They all know at the end of the day 
what their responsibilities are, but I  want them to 
have a good time while they’re at work.”

Janet Clarkson said, “Tonya is one of many 
amazing employees in Bedford County School 
Nutrition. She’s an outstanding cafeteria manager 
and has the students’ needs first and foremost in 
mind. She strives to provide healthy and delicious 
meals daily, goes above and beyond, and considers 
her staff a ‘work family.’ We are fortunate to have 
Tonya as part of our team.”

Beckman is in her 11th year of cafeteria manage-
ment, which is long enough to see her earliest students 
from the cafeteria return for their senior walk.

She said, “You want to cry just like they’re your 
kids. Those are the kids that you watched grow up and 
now they’re graduating and becoming adults.”

The students are at the heart of everything the 
nutrition staff does.

“We get so incredibly close to a lot of the students 
here,” said Beckman. “[When the school year ends], I 
know all of us are worn out and ready for that break. 
But, by the time summer’s over, I’m really starting to 
miss them and want to get back to see how their sum-
mer went. We get attached to the students overall.”

 Feeding our children at school is a team effort 
from the central office to the cafeteria kitchen.

 “We definitely couldn’t do it without the 
support from Janet Clarkson and Marian Alex-
ander at the central office. They are wonderful 
and are always there to support us in whatever 
we need. I appreciate both of them and know 
all the other managers do as well. We all have 
the kids’ best interests at heart, and we really do 
care for them and sincerely love them. I want to 
make sure they’re taken care of at the end of the 
day and that they go home with full stomachs,” 
enthused Beckman. 

No student goes hungry on this lunch lady’s watch. GN
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Kisha Grishom, Beth Smith, Tiffany Vazquez Rodriguez, Tonya Beckman, Erika Sells, Lavenia Green, Elaine Thompson, Diane Woodward, and Jackie Spears➤
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Contractors Call For BidContractors Call For Bid

904 Madison St. • Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-703-8158 or 931-684-4847
www.clantonpipeandsupply.com

If it’s made, we can get it!If it’s made, we can get it!
All types and sizes of corrugated metal 
and plastic culverts!  We offer 10 ft pcs!

All Shifts
No Experience Needed

Attendance, Quality & Safety Bonus
Full Benefits after 30 Days
Climate Controlled Facility

STARTING PAY
$15.00 Per Hour First Shift

$16.00 Per Hour Second and Third
$15.00 & $1.00 Shift Diff

APPLY IN PERSON TODAY AT:

NOW HIRING

508 Blue Ribbon Pkwy
Shelbyville, TN 37160

(931)  684-1665 •  CENTURYMOLD.COM

Indoor Pool Hours
Mon. - Fri. 6:30am - 11:00am (Members & Fitness Only)
11:00am - 7:00pm (Open Swim) 
Sat. 11:00am - 6:00pm • Sun. 1:00am - 5:00pm

Live Healthier

Outdoor Pool Hours
Memorial Day - Labor Day (Weekends only in Aug.)
Mon. - Sat. 11:00am - 6:00pm • Sun. 1:00pm - 5:00pm

Shelbyville Recreation Center
220 Tulip Tree Rd., Shelbyville • 931-684-9780
Mon. - Fri. 5:30am - 8:00pm • Sat. 8:00am - 7:00pm • Sun. 1:00pm - 6:00pm

Cell: (931) 703-5599 • Office: (931) 684-3576
swingscabinets@gmail.com

331 Pinkston Rd., Shelbyville, TN 37160

Happy Easter

TROY SMITH

QUALITY CUSTOM CABINETS
 

goodnewsmags.com/advertise

We want to build stronger communities through positive, local 
stories. We can’t do that without advertisers like you. Reach an 
engaged audience that wants to support your business.

Call us at (800) 247-7318

Be part of something

good

http://www.clantonpipeandsupply.com
mailto:swingscabinets@gmail.com
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JJ TIRE & BRAKETIRE & BRAKE
OOEL’SEL’S

923 Colloredo Blvd, Shelbyville, TN • 931-684-9000

MON-FRI • 7-5
SAT • 8-12

• Tires
• Brakes
• Alignments
• AC Repair
• Tune-ups

When Your Vehicle Needs A Hero
COME SEE THE EXPERTS

Joel LandersJoel Landers

joelstireandbrakes.com

We Have All Your Feed Needs

931-954-5533
Manchester

931-685-5087
Shelbyville

615-274-2661
Rockvale www.celebrationhorsefeeds.com

HONEST
NO-PRESSURE 

NO-HASSLE 
SERVICE

Drew Hayes
Sales Specialist

ALWAYS ASK FOR ME

2006 N Main, Shelbyville, TN 37160 
(931) 684-6800 • NewtonChevroletBuickGMC.com

704 Blue Ribbon Pkwy.
Shelbyville, TN

reddsheatingandair.com
(931) 684-0339

Every 
“Bunny” Loves 

Our Spring 
Tune-Up 
Special

$$8989

Thank You for over 50 Years!

Kim Dunn James Redd Patricia Redd

Family Owned & Operated

http://www.celebrationhorsefeeds.com
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The Nashville Alternators Band➤
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20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK 
Regular: $27.99 • Buffalo: $31.99

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $27.99

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.79 • Sandwich only: $4.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE CLUB SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.99 • Sandwich only: $6.99

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.49

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.19

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.19 • Sandwich only: $5.99

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct. $9.19 • 5ct. $10.19 • 6ct. $11.19
Buffalo: 4ct. $9.99 • 5ct. $11.19 • 6ct. $12.39

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $12.29 • Buffalo: $12.39

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $10.39 • Buffalo: $10.99

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.39

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.89

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $8.19 

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.29

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $9.89

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 
$4.29

FRIED PICKLES 
$4.29

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular: $1.99 • Large: $2.39

COLESLAW - CUP 
99¢

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 
$1.89

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular: $1.49 • Buffalo: $1.69

THE NIBBLER 
$1.89

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, and a Treat.  
KIDDIE FINGER
$4.99

KIDDIE CHEESE
$4.99

DRINK 
Small: $2.19 • Medium: $2.39 • Large: $2.59

GALLON OF SWEET OR UNSWEET TEA
$4.99

KIDZ® DRINK 
89¢

MILK 
Regular: $1.19 • Chocolate: $1.19

APPLE JUICE 
$1.19

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct. $5.39 • 10ct. $8.99 • 20ct. $16.69

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.39

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.69

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $14.49 • 20ct. $27.69

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
Three $1.89

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.99 • Grilled: $8.69 • Garden: $6.89

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried: $9.29 • Grilled: $8.99 • Garden: $7.19

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

DESSERTS

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, Ranch, 
Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, Tongue 
Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot Honey Mustard, 
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ, 
Buffalo Garlic Blaze 
25¢

SAUCES

Mixed greens topped with 
Chicken Fingerz, Asian slaw 
and honey sesame glaze, 
served with Citrus Vinaigrette 
dressing and a tasty veggie 
egg roll. Don’t you want it 
right now?

The Zensation 
Zalad is Back!

A la carte 
Egg Rolls

Two for $3.00+tax

931-735-6541
101 Palmer Dr. • Shelbyville, TN
www.zaxbys.com

*Prices subject to change without notice

With Chicken:  $10.29 + tax
Garden Only:  $8.19 + tax

931-433-6634
Ask about automatic payment

r i c h a r d s o n w a s t e @ g m a i l . c o m

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!

Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track Hoe
Site Prep

Demolition

Roads & Driveways
Grade Work

Pads
Ponds & Lakes

Underground Utilities

Complete Rock 
Hammer/Rock 

Removal

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

WE CAN DO IT ALL!WE CAN DO IT ALL!

mailto:richardsonwaste@gmail.com


20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK 
Regular: $27.99 • Buffalo: $31.99

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $27.99

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.79 • Sandwich only: $4.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE CLUB SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.99 • Sandwich only: $6.99

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.49

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.49 • Sandwich only: $5.19

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.19 • Sandwich only: $5.99

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct. $9.19 • 5ct. $10.19 • 6ct. $11.19
Buffalo: 4ct. $9.99 • 5ct. $11.19 • 6ct. $12.39

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $12.29 • Buffalo: $12.39

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $10.39 • Buffalo: $10.99

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.39

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.89

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $8.19 

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.29

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $9.89

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 
$4.29

FRIED PICKLES 
$4.29

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular: $1.99 • Large: $2.39

COLESLAW - CUP 
99¢

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 
$1.89

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular: $1.49 • Buffalo: $1.69

THE NIBBLER 
$1.89

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, and a Treat.  
KIDDIE FINGER
$4.99

KIDDIE CHEESE
$4.99

DRINK 
Small: $2.19 • Medium: $2.39 • Large: $2.59

GALLON OF SWEET OR UNSWEET TEA
$4.99

KIDZ® DRINK 
89¢

MILK 
Regular: $1.19 • Chocolate: $1.19

APPLE JUICE 
$1.19

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct. $5.39 • 10ct. $8.99 • 20ct. $16.69

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.39

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
10ct. $12.49 • 20ct. $23.69

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $7.39 • 10ct. $14.49 • 20ct. $27.69

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
Three $1.89

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.99 • Grilled: $8.69 • Garden: $6.89

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried: $9.29 • Grilled: $8.99 • Garden: $7.19

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

DESSERTS

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, Ranch, 
Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, Tongue 
Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot Honey Mustard, 
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ, 
Buffalo Garlic Blaze 
25¢

SAUCES

Mixed greens topped with 
Chicken Fingerz, Asian slaw 
and honey sesame glaze, 
served with Citrus Vinaigrette 
dressing and a tasty veggie 
egg roll. Don’t you want it 
right now?

The Zensation 
Zalad is Back!

A la carte 
Egg Rolls

Two for $3.00+tax

931-735-6541
101 Palmer Dr. • Shelbyville, TN
www.zaxbys.com

*Prices subject to change without notice

With Chicken:  $10.29 + tax
Garden Only:  $8.19 + tax

http://www.zaxbys.com


1 2

3

4

5 6

1. Jay and Chad Graham   2. Darlene Smotherman, Leslie Allen, and Sherry Bills   3. Isiah Washington and Micahel Torrence   
4. Kelli Beam and Hannah Marie  5. Jeff Carswell and Sissy Smith   6. Chad Hill, Stephanie Blackman, and Garrett Parke

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

The Rutherford County and 
Shelbyville-Bedford County 
chambers of commerce united for 
Business After Hours, presented 
by Nearest Green Distillery. 
The event was co-sponsored by 
Elaborate Images, Success Hub, 
and Moon’s Balloons.
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Business After Hours  - Feb. 13



1 2

3 4

1. Pam Birtcel and Shontelli Allen   2. Maleah Claxton
3. Wayne and Misti Appleby   4. Mark and Eve Kincaid and Eliana Leal

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Guests enjoyed a live silent auction 
where $50,000+ was fundraised 
for Bedford Builds Habitat for 
Humanity, and enjoyed music from 
The Nashville Alternators.
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26th Annual Habitat Ball 2024 - Feb. 17



INSPIRE
MORE GOOD
Donate or volunteer at your
local charities and nonprofits.

Bedford County 
Arts Council Inc.
Seeks to encourage, promote, 
foster, sponsor, and develop 
the cultural arts for the benefit 
of the general public via The Fly 
Arts Center. 
(931) 684-8359
www.flyartscenter.com 

Community Clinic 
of Shelbyville and 
Bedford County Inc.
Provides free, caring, and 
compassionate health care to 
the uninsured and low-income 
(at or below 200% of the 
Federal Poverty Level) adults 
of Bedford County.
(931) 684-6772
www.shelbyvilleclinic.org 

United Way of 
Bedford County
Funds 20 partner agencies 
providing services and also 
coordinates a Child Safety 
initiative, a Stuff the School Bus 
supply drive, and prescription 
drug discount cards. 
(931) 684-6685
Facebook: United Way of 
Bedford County

Clothe Our Kids 
Bedford County
Provides at-risk children with 
needed clothing and shoes. 
(931) 703-6263
www.clotheourkids.com

A Nutter Cat Rescue
Serves as an Independent cat/
kitten rescue trying to save the 
world one feline at a time.
anuttercatrescue@gmail.com 
Facebook: A Nutter Cat Rescue

Haven of Hope
Provides emergency and 
community-based support to 
victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, 
and stalking. 
(931) 680-3005

Community 
Development Center 
Provides support and services 
to children, families, and 
individuals with disabilities 
while addressing the health and 
well-being of all persons in the 
community.

(931) 684-8681
www.cdctn.org

Bedford Builds 
Habitat for Humanity
Serves alongside community 
members and businesses to 
build affordable homes for 
eligible families. 
(931) 684-4300
www.bedfordbuildshabitat.org 

Boys & Girls Club of 
Bedford County
Provides a safe place to learn 
and grow through mentorship.
(931) 735-6525
www.bgcrc.net/shelbyville-
boys-girls-club 

Good News Magazine’s 
mission is to build 
stronger communities 
through positive 
stories. We encourage 
you to donate and 
volunteer at local 
nonprofits to spread 
more good in your 
community.
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See more options or 
add your organization 
to the listing:
Scan the QR code

Shelbyville Community 
Soup Kitchen
Provides food and other necessities to the 
homeless individuals of Bedford County.
(931) 684-2535
www.shelbyvillesoupkitchen.org 

Feed One
Strives to nourish both the body and spirit 
of community members by distributing 
food, clothing, hygiene products, and other 
essential items through GTWY Outreach, 
a ministry designed to bless and serve the 
community. 
sammy.gatewayoutreach@gmail.com 
www.gatewayshelbyville.com/ministries
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This Space Is 
Reserved For You!
Show Your Support For Local Nonprofit 
Organizations By Sponsoring This Page!

 

Join inspiring local charities and become a part of a movement 
that embodies the true essence of compassion. Not only will 
you have the opportunity to connect with readers on a deep 
and meaningful level, but you will also have the chance to 
uplift your brand in an impactful way. 

Contact me today! 
(931) 224-5268
Sissy@GoodNewsMags.com

Sissy Smith
Publishing Partner

mailto:sammy.gatewayoutreach@gmail.com
http://www.gatewayshelbyville.com/ministries
mailto:Sissy@GoodNewsMags.com
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A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X

We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.

G O O D  N E W S
S U P P O R T E R S

203 Holland St., Shelbyville, TN 37160

jonesheating.net

931-735-6363

Whether it’s a spring tune-up for your current heating system or 
installing a new one, we will do “Whatever It Takes” to keep your 
family comfortable this summer.

Free 10 Year Manufacturer’s 
Limited Parts Warranty

Free 3 Year AIG Labor Warranty

Call Jones Heating & Cooling 
TODAY for a FREE estimate.

Happy Easter Happy Easter 
from your Favorite HVAC Specialistsfrom your Favorite HVAC Specialists

Time To Schedule Your SPRING TUNE -UP! 

• Filter check
• Inspect contactor
• Inspect wiring condition
• Inspect service disconnect  
  and fuses/breakers
• Tighten electrical connections
• Check thermostat operations
• Inspect blower motor and wheel

• Inspect and clean condensate drain
• Inspect secondary drain system
• Inspect float cutoff
• Inspect evaporator coil
• Check compressor amps
• Check outdoor and indoor  
   motor amps
• Wash outdoor and indoor coils

Having a good HVAC specialist Having a good HVAC specialist 
shouldn’t be an EASTER EGG HUNT! shouldn’t be an EASTER EGG HUNT! 

All you have to do is call Jones All you have to do is call Jones 
Heating and Cooling for help from Heating and Cooling for help from 
one of our certified technicians.one of our certified technicians.

SPRING tune-up consists of:
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jonesheating.net
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Whether it’s a spring tune-up for your current heating system or 
installing a new one, we will do “Whatever It Takes” to keep your 
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Free 3 Year AIG Labor Warranty
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• Inspect wiring condition
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  and fuses/breakers
• Tighten electrical connections
• Check thermostat operations
• Inspect blower motor and wheel

• Inspect and clean condensate drain
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• Inspect float cutoff
• Inspect evaporator coil
• Check compressor amps
• Check outdoor and indoor  
   motor amps
• Wash outdoor and indoor coils

Having a good HVAC specialist Having a good HVAC specialist 
shouldn’t be an EASTER EGG HUNT! shouldn’t be an EASTER EGG HUNT! 

All you have to do is call Jones All you have to do is call Jones 
Heating and Cooling for help from Heating and Cooling for help from 
one of our certified technicians.one of our certified technicians.

SPRING tune-up consists of:
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