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Appliance Service & Repair
Aitkin

218-927-2027
1-888-450-8845

For more information call

Frigidaire
White-Westinghouse

Gibson
Kelvinator

Tappan 
Electrolux

Asko

  

Maytag
KitchenAid 

Amana
Jenn-Air

Roper
Whirlpool
Crosley

Amana Commercial Products
Frigidaire Commercial Products 
Kelvinator Commercial Products
Electrolux Commercial Products

Authorized Authorized 
Platinum Platinum 

Star ServiceStar Service

Serving All Makes • Over 35 Years Experience

jlblak@embarqmail.com

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

 
Schedule your first appointment by April 15, 2024 and receive a

 FREE Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

If You Don’t Detoxify Your BodyDetoxify Your Body       You Won’t Lose the WeightYou Won’t Lose the WeightIf You Don’t Detoxify Your Body     You Won’t Lose the WeightCALL NOW!

EasterEaster  FindsFindsCheckCheck
Out  OurOut  Our

$$1,4391,4399898

$$6896899898

American Steel Buildings & Carports

25% 25% OFFOFF!!BUY  
NOW

UP
TO

T  A  XT  A  X
REFUNDREFUND

SaleSale

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL

UNCLAIMEDUNCLAIMED  
FREIGHT NORTHFREIGHT NORTH

Partymate 2-Piece Manual RecliningPartymate 2-Piece Manual Reclining Sectional with Console Sectional with Console

Queen  Queen  Sofa SleeperSofa SleeperRustic  Rustic  Bed FramesBed Frames

Visit Our Showroom
Visit Our Showroom

with Our Wide
with Our Wide

 Selection of Furniture
 Selection of Furniture

  

or Place a Custom Order 

to Suit Your Taste!

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

  PROPANE AVAILABLE PROPANE AVAILABLE 
including for including for 
Motor HomesMotor Homes

WE HAVE 

AMMO

WE HAVE WE HAVE 
LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT

with 
2 cup 

holders 
and 

hidden 
storage

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5
Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin

218-927-6446

Cedar Bed FramesCedar Bed Frames Bunk, Full, Queen or King

Aspen Bed FramesAspen Bed Frames  Full, Queen or King

Black Walnut Bed FramesBlack Walnut Bed Frames  Full, Queen or King

Hickory Bed FramesHickory Bed Frames Bunk, Full, Queen or King

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd, Deerwood

www.ruttgers.com

JOB FAIR
RUTTGER'S BAY LAKE RESORT

Thursday, April 4  5-8 p.m.  &
Saturday, April 6  11 a.m.- 2 p.m.  

Come learn more about the resort, open positions
and get your application completed.

Runner-up – Soren Pearson, 
fifth grade, Pequot Lakes

2nd Runner-up – Hudson 
Nelson, eighth grade, Sebeka

According to a new release, 
Sourcewell hosts the Regional 
Spelling Bee each year for 
third through eighth graders 
of member schools in the 
five-county service area of 
Cass, Crow Wing, Morrison, 
Todd, and Wadena counties. 
The winner earns an all-ex-
penses paid trip to the national 
spelling bee for themselves 
and a parent/guardian.

“It was a remarkably close 
competition this year,” said 
Sourcewell Student Academ-
ics Coordinator Phillip Olsen. 
“It came down to a six-person 
spell-off to determine the 
second runner up, which was 
exciting to see. I’m always im-

pressed by each participant’s 
incredible skill and talent.”

Each participant was a fi-
nalist or champion in their 
respective district. The rep-
resentation formula is one 
speller per 1,000 students 
based on K-12 enrollment, 
which also includes private 
and parochial schools within 
the geographical boundaries 
of a district.

Congratulations to all re-
gional spelling bee partici-
pants: Jeffrey Brassard, eighth 
grade, Aitkin; Zachary Pre-
thish, sixth grade, Aitkin;  Au-
tumne Haus, seventh grade, 
Bertha-Hewitt; Marlowe Co-
tariu, sixth grade, Crosslake;  
Jessa Aho, fifth grade, Men-
ahga; Corey Stone, fourth 
grade, Nay Ah Shing; Jacob 
Harrison, eighth grade, Pequot 
Lakes; Soren Pearson, fifth 
grade, Pequot Lakes;  Carson 
Lucking, fifth grade, Pierz;  
Isabelle Grittner, eighth grade, 
Pierz;  Tyler Thesing, seventh 
grade, Pierz; Wyatt Dropps, 
fifth grade, Pine River-Back-
us; William Rausch, eighth 
grade, Royalton; Hudson 
Nelson, eighth grade, Sebe-
ka; Owen Roline, seventh 
grade, Staples-Motley;  Milo 
Hutchins, eighth grade, Swan-
ville; Josslyn Hansen, sixth 
grade, Wadena-Deer Creek.

The Royalton eighth grader 
took first place at the 2024 
Regional Spelling Bee, hosted 
by Sourcewell, on March 21. 
Rausch was declared the win-

ner after successfully spelling 
the words “profundity” and 
“apothecary” in the final 
round. He also won the Re-
gional Spelling Bee last year.

Rausch now moves on to 
compete in the 2024 Scripps 

National Spelling Bee in Na-
tional Harbor, Maryland, the 
last week of May.  

The top three regional fin-
ishers were:

 Champion –William Raus-
ch, eighth grade, Royalton

Student wins regional spelling bee for second year in a row

William Raush has spelled 
his way to champion, again.

2nd Runner-up Hudson 
Nelson, eighth grade student  
of Sebeka.

Participants of the 2024 Regional Spelling Bee, hosted by Sourcewell, on March 21. 

Runner-up Soren Pearson, 
fifth grade student of Pequot 
Lakes.

HAVE A 
BLESSED 
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CallCall
218-839-3371218-839-3371

EMILY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY MEMBERS 

SEEKING BOARD CANDIDATES 
Emily Cooperative Telephone Company d/b/a Tremolo 

Communications is seeking prospective candidates to run for 
a position on the Board of Directors representing the Emi-
ly District and At Large District. The candidate for the Emily 
District must reside in the City of Emily and be a cooperative 
member. The candidate for the At Large District must reside 
in any of the cooperatives’ serving areas and be a member.  
A member is anyone that has an active phone or internet ac-
count with the cooperative.

A director of the Cooperative shall among other things:
• Assume a fiduciary duty to the Cooperative.
• Possess the minimum knowledge and skills necessary 

to direct the affairs of a cooperative.
• Be willing to devote such time and effort to the duties of 

a director as may be necessary.
Members of the Board of Directors are responsible for 

representing the Cooperative membership and for develop-
ing strategies, policies, and objectives for the Cooperative.

Those interested in becoming a candidate for Emily Dis-
trict or At Large District should contact Tremolo Communi-
cations CEO/General Manager, Josh Netland at jnetland@
emilytel.com or at 218-763-3000.

employment.
“I gain tremendous satis-

faction from seeing people 
go from despair to triumph,” 
Watson said. “When I check 
up with people and they’ve 
moved on from Aitkin County 
it’s been rewarding to find 
out they are thriving on their 
own.”

Using the vast resources 
of Lakes and Pines and the 
other 200-plus resources she 
knows, such things as car 
repairs, childcare assistance 
and jobs are attainable. If 
families need help with pre-
school education they are 
referred to Head Start. “If 
they have the funding, Lakes 
and Pines has helped with 
damage deposits and rent and 
utility shut-off notices.

“This program is free to 
anyone who lives in Aitkin 
County and is a parent or 
guardian of children aged 
birth to second grade,” Wat-
son emphasized. “There are 
no income guidelines or 
restrictions so we can serve 
everyone – no matter what 
their income.”

Janet Watson, WRAP re-
source coach, can be reached 
locally at 320.364.3344 or 
email janetw@lakesand-
pines.org.

Families can also request 
information by mail from:

Lakes and Pines CAC,  
WRAP program, 1700 Maple 
Ave. East. Mora MN 55051

By ANN SCHWARTZ 
WRAP helps parents in 

Aitkin County who have 
children aged birth to second 
grade. The We Rally Around 
Parents program in Aitkin 
County -- through Lakes and 
Pines Community Action 
Council -- offers connection 
to resources and support 
for parents or guardians of 

children who are 0-5 years 
old or in grades K-2. “I have 
room on my caseload right 
now to welcome referrals 
from anyone in the county 
who thinks WRAP could be 
a good fit. I can have 15 on 
my caseload,” said Resource 
Coach Janet Watson.

A combination of services 
from WRAP and Lakes and 

Pines produces success sto-
ries for struggling families.

Stories often start with a 
single mom who is unhoused. 
Lakes and Pines THRIVE 
coaches found housing in 
Aitkin County. Watson began 
working with them, and, 
over a matter of time, helped 
them gain transportation, 
childcare, and, ultimately, 

Struggling with your family? WRAP can helpJoin Unlimited Learning 
on Monday, April 8 at 1:30 
p.m., to hear from Rev. 
Darrell Pedersen. The pro-
gram will be in the Forum 
Room at Crosby-Ironton 
High School. It’s free for 
members and $10.00 for 
non-members.

Rev. Pedersen will share 
stories from his collection 
of essays, “Campfire in 
the Basement: Reflections 

from a North Woods Lake.” 
The audience will be tak-
en back to adventures, 
mishaps and challenges 
that happened in their 
own lives. He will also 
relate how he came to be 
a storyteller and how his 
storytelling evolved into 
sermon illustrations, mag-
azine articles, a manuscript 
for his own children and 
finally a book. 

Campfire in basement

at the White Oak Grill 17698 MN-6, Deerwood

17698 MN 6, DEERWOOD 
White Oak Grill is Open: 

Friday  11 am-8 pm,  
Saturday 8 am-8 pm 

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd, 
DEERWOOD

 Bear Pine Bar is Open: 
Thursday 4-8 pm

Friday  11 am-8 pm,  
Saturday 8 am-8 pm 
& Sunday 8 am-3 pm

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

Ruttger's  Winter Market 
Final Days to Shop

Thursday - Saturday

March 28-30 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

50% off 
Remaining Winter Clothing!

!
White Oak Grill White Oak Grill 

WILL BE CLOSED WILL BE CLOSED 
Sunday, March 31Sunday, March 31

 through  through 
Thursday, April 18 for Thursday, April 18 for 
Kitchen RenovationsKitchen Renovations

 Bear Pine Bar
will be open

Thursday, April 4 
through 

Sunday, April 14 Same 
hours as the White Oak Grill 

and same menu...

Easter  Weekend FunEaster  Weekend Fun
Saturday,  March 30 Saturday,  March 30 

Sunday, Sunday, 
 March 31 March 31

  10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Easter  BrunchEaster  Brunch
Creamy Baked Eggs Eggs baked in Gruyere & 18-month aged parmesan 

cream sauce topped with green onions, served on Focaccia bread
Strictly Mushroom Quiche Variety of locally grown mushrooms & 

Gruyere cheese,  Aged Cheddar Scrambled Eggs, Pecan Roasted Bacon, Com-
part Family Farms Sausage Links, Blueberry Cobbler French Toast, Baked 

Gruyere & Cheddar Hashbrowns, Shrimp, Spinach & Prosciutto Frittata
Italian Benedict   English muffin, creamed spinach, Prosciutto, basil hollandaise 

Dark Cherry Wood Triple Smoked Ham  Served with ham gravy
Chicken Piccata • Made to Order Omelets and Crepes

Smoked Salmon  •  Peel-and-Eat Shrimp
Seasonal Vegetables •  Mashed Garlic Red Potatoes 

Fresh Fruit & Garden Salad Bar • Bakery Bar   with Cinnamon 
Rolls, Caramel Rolls, Donuts, Danish, Pastries & Desserts 

10-11 a.m. 2nd Annual Easter Egg Hunt
(We will be indoors & outdoors, dress accordingly)

11 a.m. Family Art Fun* fees range from $5 to $25
Tye Dye • Build a Critter • Easter Projects

1-3 p.m. Wood Sign Creation
               with Lakes Custom
at the White Oak Grill 17698 MN-6, Deerwood
    Register online at: https://bit.ly/3PoEBAg

$40/Adult (Ages 12 & Older)
$16/Child (Ages 4-11) ••   Free (Ages 3 & under)

Reservations required, call 218-678-4678

in Ruby's Dining Room
25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

EVERYONE
WELCOME!!

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS
March
30th - Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Mass, 8:30 p.m. at St. James, Aitkin
30th - Ruttger’s Resort Easter Egg Hunt, 10-11 a.m. at Ruttger’s south of Deerwood. The event will take place 

rain or shine. Call Ruttger’s at 218-678-2885 for more details.
30th - Easter Egg Hunt, 10 a.m. sponsored by the Lakers Lions at Emily City Hall for ages up through 10. 

Bring your own bag or basket and dress for the weather.
30th - Easter Egg Hunt, 2 p.m. in the Merrifield Lions Park,21433 County Road 3 hosted by the Merrifield 

Lions Club.
30th - Viewing of the Epoch Times documentary “The Real Story of Jan. 6 - Part 2” about the  Westbury/

James family of Lindstrom will be presented by Senator Nathan Wesenberg (Minnesota Senate District 
10) and Diane Webb-Skillings (candidate for Minnesota House District 10A seat) at the 40 Club Conven-
tion Center in Aitkin. The Pledge of Allegiance is at 2 p.m. All are welcome to attend.

31st - Easter Sunday Masses, 8 a.m. at Holy Family, McGregor; 10 a.m. at Our Lady of Fatima, McGrath; and 
10:30 a.m. at St. James, Aitkin

31st -  Hilltop Chapel Free Easter Breakfast at 9 a.m. and Worship Service  at 10 a.m. Located at 49448 
Osprey Avenue Palisade, between Round and Esquagamah Lake.  Handicap accessible.

April
4th - Local author Jill Hannah Anderson will be at the Author Talk at the Jessie F. Hallett Memorial Library  on 

her fourth stand alone novel “Closer to Home” at 6 p.m.  Copies of the book will be available for purchase 
at the event. Anderson will be available to sign books at 5:30 p.m. and after the Author Talk. Please call 
the library if you will to attend.

8th  - Lakes Area Unlimited Learning: Campfire in the Basement: Reflections from a Northwoods Lake 1:30 
p.m.- 3:30 p.m. in the Forum Room of Crosby-Ironton High School. Programs are free for members and 
$10 for non-members.  For more information about joining, contact Sally Ihne at sihnecharter.net or call 
218-829-2544.  

11th - Jessie F. Hallett Memorial Library in Crosby Free Movie Night,  5:30 p.m. Popcorn and refreshments 
are provided, but bring your own blanket for comfort. Call  218-546-8005 for the movie showing or for 
more information.

12th - The Jessie F. Hallett Memorial Library Friends Foundation meeting, 9 a.m. in the library’s meeting 
room. Everyone is welcome to attend.

13th -  Lakes Area Homeschool Conference, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Deerwood Auditorium with four Heppners 
Legacy Workshops: where to start homeschooling; exploring homeschool methods; time and home man-
agement while homeschooling and homescholing throughout high school. 
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Hoppers Helper’s Service DirectoryHoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Pet Care Service

Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.  	
tfn

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w47 2020

Appliance Sales & Service
Jim Blakesley Appliance Service & Repair 
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin 
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air  
Condit ions, Sept ic Protectors, and MORE. 
Authorized Platinum Star Service. tfn

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2018w39

Insurance

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 
5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES READER RIBBETSREADER RIBBETS

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

NewsHopper Deadlines are Mondays at Noon
Send your photos, stories and community events to hopper@crosbyironton.net

RILEY’S NAPA RILEY’S NAPA 
AUTO SUPPLYAUTO SUPPLY

AITKIN • 218-927-2153

 LARGEST 
SELECTION 
of hydraulic hose & fittings

up thru 2” 4 wire 

MINNESOTA’SMINNESOTA’S

rileyautosupply.com

ONE OF
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 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 
OPEN Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 

On Saturday, March 30, 2pm 
at the 40 Club in Aitkin will be 
the showing of the EPOCH Times 
Documentary “The Real Story of 
J6, Part 2, The Long Road Home” 
sponsored by: Senator Wesenberg 
and myself. 

 With the FBI calling its J6 inves-
tigations “bigger than 9/11,” Jan. 6, 
2021 has marked a turning point 
in American history. The Epoch 
Times reveals evidence of how the 
wide-ranging prosecutions of Jan. 
6 defendants have been handled 
with injustice. 

The Westbury/James family of 
rural Lindstrom MN will be in 
attendance to tell their personal 
journey… their lives will never 
be the same. 

As Mayor of Crosby, I have re-
cently attended several meetings 
with fellow government entities 
in order to provide a better un-
derstanding of the needs of our 
city.  In February I attended the 
Crow Wing  Soil and Water Con-
servation District Board meeting. 
I discussed with them the flooding 
issues at our city park.  Since then, 
they have been in touch with our 
city engineer and things are pro-
gressing nicely towards finding 
possible solutions, along with 
possible grants.

Also in February, the City Ad-
ministrator and I met with Pete 
Stauber regarding the needs of 
the city that he may be able to 
provide us at the Federal level. We 
discussed road repairs for streets 
without underlying  utilities and 
how our schools are underfunded. 
He stated they are working on 
education funding currently.

 He also forwarded us a grant 
application and we have sent that 
request in and hope to hear this 
year,  if our project was accepted 
for street repair grant funding.

 In March I attended the “Day 
on the Hill” event sponsored by 
the League of Minnesota Cities. I 
was able to talk directly with Rep. 
Michael Howard - a member of 
the Tax Committee.  I handed him 
documentation of how the State’s 
formula for Homestead Exclusion 
is hurting our residents.

 In Crow Wing County alone - 
over $80,000,000 of Homestead 
Exclusion has been lost since 2019 
due to rising  home values. This is 
drastically hurting our residents 
that live in low to moderately 
priced homes.   Myself - and  five 
fellow Mayors - emphasized to 
Rep. Howard how the State of Min-

While “The Real Story of Jan. 6 
Part 1” tells the real story of what 
happened that day, Part 2 will 
take a look at what has happened 
since—and the fine line between 
justice and political vengeance.

How are the J6ers being treated 
in court, in jail, and in the public 
eye? 

After three years of investigation 
by The Epoch Times, and putting 
together many, many hours of 
Capitol video footage, they peel 
back the countless layers of Jan-
uary 6 to expose injustices and 
champion stories.

The justice system in America 
is based on “innocent till proven 
guilty”. A crime is committed, a 
person is charged, they are taken 

nesota needs to fix this problem. 
He took note and said he would 
bring it up at the Tax Committee.  

 Also at that March meeting I 
presented a road repair bonding 
request to Rep. Ben Davis and we 
are now officially on the request 
list! Attending the “Day on the 
Hill” event at the Capital was of 
great benefit to our city.

I was joined by Mayor Taylor 
of Deerwood and we both voiced 
the same requests - fix the Property 
Tax , give us money for road repair 
and help with the school funding 
shortfalls.

Property Tax statements are 
coming out this week, and if your 
property value has risen a lot, 
this can only be fixed at the state 
level.  Too many lower valued 
homes are paying a higher por-
tion of the taxes due to the State 
formula and they need to adjust 
it for inflation. They can fix it this 
year - call your Representatives! 
In 2020, the City Council began 
researching much needed street 
repairs.  In March of 2021, our 
Engineer completed the grant/
bond request for PFA Funding for 
several projects including 1st St 
SW, 1st and 2nd Streets SE and the 
alleys south of Main Street. The first 
of many public hearings was held 
and the request was submitted and 
we were approved for more than 
$9,000,000 of the PFA funding.  
The first phase of this project is the 
1st St SW and 4th St NW project.  
We received funding from the PFA 
for over $2,000,000 at 2.185% for 
20 years. The balance of costs of 
around $1,000,000 will be paid 
from current reserves and ARPA 
funds leftover from Covid. 

 On Monday, March 26, 2024, 
the Council will be voting on 

to jail, given a court date and the 
opportunity to defend themselves. 
That is NOT what is happening to 
the J6’ers that went to Washing-
ton DC that day to “Ask our US 
Government to LOOK into our 
elections”. 

Is the government using J6 as a 
springboard to inflate its “domestic 
terrorism” probe? Who is behind 
this chaos and why? And more 
importantly, how do we heal as 
a nation? These and more are the 
questions we all need to be asking. 

Please join us to learn Truth, 
support these & other families 
and again, work to figure out just 
exactly What Is Going On Here? 

Be Blessed ~ Seek Truth,
Diane Webb-Skillings, Aitkin 

whether to improve storm sewer 
items south of Main Street as part 
of the Alley/PFA project. This will 
provide better storm water drain-
age out of the areato the park and 
will work with the bigger plan to 
provide better storm drainage for 
the park itself. Once we get final 
engineered drawings the project 
will go out for bid.  The PFA fund-
ing will be reviewedand it will be 
determined how much of these 
costs are a low interest loan and 
how much will be a grant.

Due to the debt we currently 
have for the Water Plant and the 
1st Street SW project, we are hope-
fulthat a large portion of the Alley 
Project will be a grant instead of 
a loan. Some construction on the 
southern alleymay start this year if 
all goes well. This is a complicated 
project due to the electric/gas/
cable utilities beingin the same 
narrow alley space as the water 
and sanitary sewer and storm 
sewer. Most likely this  is a 2 year 
project to complete.

 The last PFA phase will be 1st 
St S and 2nd St S - east of City 
Hall. Engineering is working on 
the preliminaries.

Public Hearings will begin once 
the engineering is ready, most 
likely in 2025. Other projects we 
are looking into that are not part 
of this PFA funding are the 1st St 
N  replacement and the 2nd St S 
replacement along the City Park.  
This is all part of the 5 year Capital 
Improvement Plan that the Finance 
Committee requested in 2021.

 More information will be 
provided and many more public 
hearings will be held as informa-
tion becomes available.

 City of Crosby 
 Mayor Diane Cash

“The Long Road Home” at 40 Club

City of Crosby Mayor update

More Obituaries on Page 4

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., March 30, 2024 )
CITY OF CUYUNA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 

TO WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN:  Notice is hereby giv-
en the Cuyuna City Council 
will convene for their regularly 
scheduled meeting on Mon-
day, April 8, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Cuyuna Fire Department 
to conduct the following pub-
lic hearing:  

Ordinance Amendment 
03-2024 to amend the City 
of Cuyuna Zoning Ordinance 

No. 903 to modify Section 
903.04, “Rules and Defini-
tions” to include a definition 
of “Recreational Vehicle,” 
Section 903.06, “Single and 
Two-Family Residential Dis-
trict” and Section 903.07 
“Multiple-Family Residential 
District” regarding “recreation-
al vehicles” and add Section 
903.13- Subd 10, “Parking, 
Storage and Usage of Rec-
reational Vehicles,” regarding 
permitting requirements and 
performance standards re-
garding recreational vehicles. 
Applicant: City of Cuyuna. 

All interested persons are 
invited to attend these hear-
ings at the Cuyuna Fire De-
partment, 24849 Minnesota 
Avenue, and be heard or send 
written comments to City of 
Cuyuna, PO Box 536, Deer-
wood, MN 56444 or via email 
at info@ci.cuyuna.mn.us.  A 
staff report is made available 
at the Cuyuna Fire Department 
typically one week before the 
scheduled meeting.  

Dated:  March 21, 2024
BILL BEDARD,
Clerk/Treasurer
City of Cuyuna

7.2

RAYMOND KEELER
Raymond D. Keeler, Jr., 83, 

of Palisade died peacefully on 
Wednesday, March 20, 2024 
at Golden Horizon’s in Aitkin.

Celebration of Ray’s life was 
held on Wednesday, March 
27, 2024 at Fleming United 
Methodist Church, rural Aitkin, 
Fleming Township. Memorial 

donations are preferred in lieu of 
flowers to Fleming United Method-
ist Church, PO Box 98, McGregor, 
MN 55760-0098. 

He was born October 21, 1940 in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania the son of Raymond and Ruth (Hen-

dricks) Keeler, Sr.  Ray was a U.S. Army Veteran 
and former Scout Master while stationed in France.  
He enjoyed farming and spent the last 50 years in 
Palisade.

Ray is survived by his two sons: John and Mike; 
daughter, Jamie; several grandchildren; four broth-
ers; two sisters; and many other special relatives 
and friends.  

He was preceded in death by his wife, Carol in 
2011; sister, Robin; and his parents.  

 A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

ANTOINETTE NANIK
Antoinette Margaret “Toni” 

Nanik, 99, of Crosby died on 
Friday, March 22, 2024 at the 
Cuyuna Regional Care Center 
in Crosby.  

A prayer service will be at 
11:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 4, 
2024 at the Koop Funeral Home 
in Crosby.  Burial will be at the 

Lakewood Cemetery in Crosby.  A visitation will be 
one hour prior to the service at the funeral home. 
She was born in Crosby on December 13, 1924 to 

Anton and Mary (Zvokel) Deblock. Toni graduated 
from the Crosby-Ironton High School class of 1942.  
She moved to San Diego, CA in 1954, retiring to 
Show Low, AZ in 1989 and then returned to Crosby 
in 2005. Toni is a member of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Crosby.

Toni is preceded in death by her husband, Gordon 
and a sister, Mary Belt.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

ROGER DREHER
Roger Dreher, 70, died on 

Friday, March 15, 2024.
A celebration of Roger’s Life 

will be held Thursday, March 
28, 2024 at 11 a.m. in So-
rensen-Root-Thompson Fu-
neral Home, Aitkin with Pastor 
Lorelie Robinson officiating.  
Visitation will be one hour prior 

to the service. 
Roger’s love for the outdoors was evident in every 

aspect of his life. Whether it was hiking through the 
wilderness, fishing in the serene waters, or simply 
basking in the beauty of nature, he found solace and 
joy in the great outdoors. His adventurous spirit led 
him to spend cherished moments on Kodiak Island, 
where he found peace in the rugged landscapes 
and the embrace of nature’s wonders. As an animal 
lover, Roger’s heart overflowed with affection for 
his pets.  He was a pillar of strength for his family 
and friends, always ready to offer his support and 
guidance in their times of need. His selflessness 
and generosity touched the lives of many, leaving 
an indelible mark on all who were fortunate enough 

to know him. In his youth, Roger embarked on a 
journey in the music industry, where his passion 
for creativity and expression thrived. His talent and 
dedication left an impression on those he worked 
with, and his contributions to the industry will be 
remembered fondly by colleagues and friends alike. 
Additionally, Roger played an integral role in his 
family’s business, the Palisade Cafe. His tireless 
efforts alongside his parents ensured that the es-
tablishment was not just a place to dine but a hub 
of warmth, community, and cherished memories 
for all who frequented it.

He is survived by his siblings: Cathie Rasmussen, 
Linda (Paul) Marso, Jeff (Donna) Dreher, Sue (Tom) 
Bingham, Kevin Dreher, Lisa (Steve) Moosbrugger, 
Joyce Block, Todd Dreher, and many nieces and 
nephews. 

He is preceded in death by his mother, Eloise J. 
Dreher; stepfather, Wayne R. Dreher; and father, 
Charles B. Rasmussen.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

ALLEN MILES
Allen Douglas Miles, 72, of 

Aitkin, formerly of Crosby, died 
Sunday, March 17, 2024 at his 
home.

A Celebration of Allen’s Life 
will be held Saturday, April 6, 
2024, beginning at noon at The 
Deerstand, 24188 Mohs St, 
Deerwood, MN 56444. 

He was born August 31, 1951 in Crosby to Charles 
and Clarice (Judge) Miles. Allen was united in 
marriage to Sharon Ford on November 24, 1973 
in Reno, Nevada.  Allen was a very talented Stone 
Mason who built many fireplaces for 40 years with 
his best friend, Bob Tuthill.  Prior to being a Stone 
Mason, Allen worked at Scorpion and Woodland 
Container. He enjoyed fishing, hunting, forestry/
logging and traveling with Sharon to the North Shore 
and Acapulco. Allen’s passion, however was Jet 
Skiing. Allen especially enjoyed time with his family, 

especially his grandkids. 
Allen is survived by his loving wife, Sharon Miles; 

children, Brandon Miles of Aitkin, Tracey Miles of 
Mesa, Arizona and Shane (Jenny Cooper) Miles of 
Deerwood; seven grandchildren, Katie (Anthony) 
Serico, Emma Miles, Abby Miles, Rachel (Kyle) 
Voght, Daniel Boyd, Dylan Miles and Love Kal-
lio; seven great-grandchildren; siblings: Beverly 
(Clifford) Helsley of Mansfield, Missouri; Edna Mc-
Donough of Harrisville, Michigan; Robert Miles of 
Farmington; and Dennis (Vivian) Miles of Michigan; 
and his best friend, Robert Tuthill; several nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and friends.

Allen is preceded in death by his parents; siblings, 
Charles, Michael and Elva.

 A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.
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CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & Tyrel LaValle, pastors; 

Worship 10:15 am & 6pm; youth group Wed. 6pm;  11-1st 
Street SW;  newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 9 & 10:45 

Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church (formerly The 

Journey North) Tom Hoffman, interim pastor, Worship 
10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - The Journey North, Worship 9 & 10:30, 218-824-
5617 thejourneynorth.com 

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  Pastor Chris Meirose; 927-3678; SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory Family night, KidMin grades 
kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 

Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 
Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information 

320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

Aitkin (Cedarbrook) — St. John’s (ELCA); Worship 9:00;  
Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 8:30; 

SS 10; Bible Study Wed. 7 pm; handicap accessible. 
218-546-6910

Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.
com • 218-692-3682 Kristin Oltmann, Senior Pastor; Becky 
Swanson, Associate Pastor Labor Day-Mem. Day: Sun. 
9:30am, Wed. 6:15pm; Mem. Day-Labor Day: Sun. Indoor 
8:30am, Outdoor 10am

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9:30, SS 10. 
Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. (Hand-
icap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS), Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 
10:30,  (alternates with Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 
Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in 
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd 
Sunday each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, 

MN 56425 
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30, Bible Study 

10:30; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.aitkinadventist.
org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor 
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.
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McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

Directors: www.srtfuneral.comJerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

Births, Open Houses, 
Engagements, Weddings

 & Community Events 
are published FREE! 

Send your e-mail to 
hopper@

crosbyironton.net

Koop Funeral Home
32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director • Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

Over 80 Years of Caring 
Service on the Cuyuna Range 

& Surrounding Areas

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

To become a sponsor of the church 
directory contact Eric at 218-821-1393 

or hopper@crosbyironton.net 218-927-2027
 Toll free: 1-888-450-8845

Appliance Service & Repair

Call

www.NewsHopper.net

hopper@crosbyironton.net

PAMELA JOHNSON
Pamela Marie (Wilson) John-

son, 56, of Aitkin died Wednes-
day, March 20, 2024 in Aitkin.

Memorial service will be 11:00 
a.m. on Saturday, April 6, 2024 
at the United Methodist Church 
in Aitkin with Pastor Dawn 
Houser officiating. Visitation will 
be 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Friday, 

April 5, 2024 at the church and will continue one 
hour prior to the service Saturday.  In lieu of flowers, 
Memorials to Special Olympics are preferred.

She was born May 7, 1967 in Fridley, the daughter 
of Dennis and Rosemary (Nyberg) Wilson.  She grew 
up and graduated from Cambridge High School in 
1985. She earned her A.A. Degree in Child Develop-
ment and her B.A. Degree in Recreation. Pamela was 
united in marriage to Andrew S. Johnson September 
1, 2012 in Cambridge. She was a dedicated Life 
Skills Trainer for Oak Ridge Homes for 22 years.  She 

devoted her life to helping those with special needs 
as a Camp Counselor, Special Olympics coach and 
a Life Skills coach.  She was an active member of 
the Aitkin United Methodist Church, a Deaconess 
in the Methodist Church, a Youth Director and a Lay 
Speaker for several churches. 

Pamela is survived by her husband Andy Johnson; 
mother, Rosemary Wilson; stepsons: Andrew “AJ” 
(Ashley) Johnson and Karl Johnson; brother and 
sister-in-law: Garth (Adriana) Wilson; nieces: The-
resa (Joe) Wallin and Dawn Wilson; great-nephew 
Harrison Wallin; many aunts, uncles, cousins, other 
special relatives, friends and clients who’s lives 
touched Pamela.

 She was preceded in death by her father, Dennis; 
sister, Dawn and her grandparents.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

BETTY OSTROWSKI
Betty Agnes Ostrowski, 87, 

of Ironton died on Sunday, 
March 24, 2024 in Deerwood 
from cancer.

Funeral services will be at 
11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 
3, 2024 at St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Crosby. Burial will 
be at the Scandia Cemetery 

in Deerwood. Visitation will be on Tuesday at the 
Koop Funeral Home in Crosby from 4:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. and on Wednesday one hour prior to the 
service at the church. 

She was born in Westmore, MT on January 25, 
1937 to Fred and Mary (Aidt) Oswald. For many 
years Betty was an expert seamstress and house 
cleaner.

Betty is survived by three sons: Joseph (Lori) 
Ostrowski of Ironton, Wayne (Carla) Ostrowski of 
Deerwood and Mark (Kathy) Ostrowski of Deer-
wood; daughter, Karin (Tony) Nelson of Deerwood; 
daughter-in-law, Lori Ostrowski of Brainerd; brother, 
Howard Oswald of Baxter;  sister, Kathy Emery of 
Farmington; 20 grandchildren and 56 great-grand-
children.  

Preceding Betty in death are her parents; hus-
band, Roger; son, Clark Ostrowski; three brothers: 
Roger, Irvine and Albert Oswald; two sisters: Marie 
Knisely and Ethleen Maski; grandson, Andy Nelson 
and two great-grandchildren: Ainsley and Olivia 
Sylstad.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

REV. NORDEAN “DEAN” STOLZ
Rev. Nordean A. “Dean” 

Stolz, 83, of Deerwood died at 
Abbott Northwestern Hospital 
in Minneapolis on Monday, 
March 18, 2024.

A Memorial service will be 
held at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 13, 2024 at the Zion Lu-
theran Church in Crosby. Burial 

will be at the Immanuel Lutheran Church Cemetery 
in Iron Hub. A visitation will be one hour prior to 
the service at the church on Saturday. If desired, 
memorials are preferred to the Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation.

He was born in Waseca on March 20, 1940 to 

Charles (Adeline) (Priebe) Stolz. Dean married 
Janet Wilson in Pomona, CA on February 18, 1961. 
He was ordained a LCMS pastor with 43 years of 
ministry, pastoring congregations in Ogilvie, MN, 
Pana, IL, Crosby and Iron Hub.

Pastor Dean is survived by his wife, Janet; son, 
Travis (Kristin) Stolz of Fairfax, VA; daughter-in-
law, Christine Stolz of La Crosse, WI and five 
grandchildren.

Preceding Pastor Dean in death are his parents;  
son, Jeff Stolz and brother, Norman Stolz.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

SHERYL BEDDOW
Sheryl Ann “Sherry” Beddow,  

85, of Crosby died  at her home 
on Thursday, March 21, 2024.

Funeral Services will be 11:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, April 2, 2024 
at the Koop Funeral Home in 
Crosby. Burial will be at the 
Lakewood Cemetery in Crosby.  
A visitation will be one hour 

prior to the service on Tuesday.
She was born in Cedar Rapids, IA on June 27, 

1938 to Bill and Helen (Frantz) Hungerford.  Sherry 

married Russell Beddow on November 19, 1965 
in Tucson, AZ.

Sherry is survived by her husband, Russell; two 
sisters: Tracy (Bob) Shwery of W. DesMoines, IA 
and Vickie (Merrill) Klemm of Cedar Rapids, IA; and 
many nieces and nephews.

Preceding Sherry in death are her parents and a 
brother, Bill Hungerford.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.
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AutomobilesAutomobiles

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled 
– it doesn’t matter! Get free 
towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-877-978-2510. (mcn)
G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 844-913-2887. (mcn)

AutomobilesAutomobiles

Cont.Cont.
Get your deduction ahead 
of the year-end! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous year-end 
tax credit. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-855-
977-7030 today! (mcn)
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a
top tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 1-888-
429-2331 today! (mcn)

Health/Medical Health/Medical 

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance -NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258. (mcn)
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER and 65+? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash 
award. NO obligation! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us 
help!! Call 24/7, 1-866-533-
1701. (mcn)

Health/MedicalHealth/Medical

Cont. Cont. 
AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 
855-846-4036. (mcn)
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-716-2411. 
Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants 
to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)
STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote: 1-888-
772-8454. You will need to 
have your zip code to connect 
to the right provider. (mcn)

Home ServicesHome Services

Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Our 
home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t 
fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! 
Call: 1-877-743-7971(mcn)

Tell ‘em you saw it  in the NewsHopper
Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

Home ServicesHome Services

Cont.Cont.
A G I N G  R O O F ?  N E W 
HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. 
Fast, free estimate. Financ-
ing available. Call 1-888-
770-8025. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling! 
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: 
A small amount of water 
can lead to major damage 
to your home. Our trusted 
professionals dry out the 
wet area and do repairs 
to protect your family and 
your home’s value! If you 
have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, call 
24/7: 1-888-750-5574. Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call! (mcn)

 Miscellaneous Miscellaneous

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Cal l  today for  a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most 
Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out of 
moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 1-855-
315-1216. (mcn)

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Truck driver with CDL, must 
have 3-5 years’ experience 
required, Diesel mechanic 
certified with 3-5 years’ 
experience, Office manager 
with QuickBooks, payroll, 
and transportation industry 
experience. contact 218-
927-3320 for further infor-
mation.

SafesSafes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair 
and locked safes opened  
• Heavy and light duty gun 
safes and vault doors on 
hand • High security safes 
for gold and silver • 320-360-
5431 w53

 
TrailersTrailers

Utility Trailer brake & sus-
pension parts Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 218-927-2153

                                     Week of March 24, 2024             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

PETS

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 800-279-2979
to  nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

Advertise here statewide 
in 200+ newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979

WHEN VETERINARY CARE 
IS UNAVAILABLE 

or unaff ordable, ask for Happy
Jack® animal healthcare for 
cats, dogs, & horses. At Tractor 
Supply® (www.happyjackinc.com) 

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

 ALASKA, EUROPE, HAWAII 
plus dozens of other popular trips! 
Starting at $1649 per person (double 
occupancy required.) YMT Vacations 
plans everything, leaving you to relax 
and enjoy. Call 866/577-6646 for more 
details. Use promo code YMT2024 
for $250 off . Limited time only.

GET DISH 
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free 
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand 
movies, plus limited time up to $600 
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a gen-
erous year-end tax credit. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off  for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just $25/
mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621 

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 3/24/2024 North

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 3/24/2024 North

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

Before After

+
New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, 
Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the 
number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies 
notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and 
Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available 
at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/ WI License Number: 13934. MADE IN THE U.S.A.

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

SAVE!SAVE!
UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

AN ADDITIONAL

10%
for military, health workers 

and fi rst responders

OFF

OFF

+

++++1.844.907.2386
FREE ESTIMATE

Expires 4/30/2024

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 429-2331 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-429-2331
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 429-2331.

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO 
LIFESTYLE

CLAIM YOUR

RISK-FREE
TRIAL1

14-DAY

Call us toll-free at

1-844-716-2411
114-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 
301 Coromar Drive, Goleta, CA 93117
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-844-290-50831-844-290-5083

Get on the list for Summer Mowing and Yard Maintenance

Full Service Lawn Care 
Lawn Mowing/Trimming • Debris Removal 

Tree Trimming • RipRap and Shoreline Repair 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

We Do Rock Work, We Do Rock Work, 
Rip Rap andRip Rap and

Fire PitsFire Pits  

Get 
on the 
List for 
Spring 

Clean Up

Call for 
a FREE 
Quote!

Serving the 

Lakes Area   Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Concrete 
& Masonry LLC

• Tear Out & Replace 
• Foundation Repair

• Driveways & Driveway
 Extensions

• Sidewalks  & Exposed Aggregate
• Patios & Aprons

• Garage Slabs With or
 Without Block

• Pole Bars
• All Types of Stone for Your 

Facade or Fireplace 

218-839-5148
Craig Blood

Call for a FREE Estimate

licensed
& insured
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-839-3371 Call 218-839-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices! Now DoingNow Doing

Spray FoamSpray Foam
 Insulation Insulation

We Do We Do 
Ice DamIce Dam
RepairRepair

on Roofs!on Roofs!

Electronic 
Tax Filing
Available

Dale R. Morris, CPA
214 - 1st Ave. NW  •  Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm;  or by appointment

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!
Woman of the MooseWoman of the Moose

Homemade Pizza Homemade Pizza 
Thurs., April 4 & 8Thurs., April 4 & 8 1st & 3rd  1st & 3rd 

Thursdays 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Thursdays 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., April 24Wed., April 24
Super Burgers

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., April 10Wed., April 10
Sloppy Joe Dinner

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Fri., April 12Fri., April 12
 Ribeye Steak Dinner

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., April 17Wed., April 17
Enchaladas

Spanish Rice, Refried Beans Spanish Rice, Refried Beans 
w/Fried Ice Cream 

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., April 3Wed., April 3
Pork Chops & Rice 

 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

OPEN TO MEMBERSHIP & GUESTS
Come and see what the Moose is about!

Aitkin Moose Lodge
22 4th St. NE, Aitkin
  located 2 blocks north

of the stoplight turn right/ left side 
218-927-2072

Hours: Mon.-Fri. open at 4 p.m., Sat. open at Noon!  

Hall Available for Rent Hall Available for Rent (Seats 225) Weddings, (Seats 225) Weddings, 
Reunions, Graduation & Other EventsReunions, Graduation & Other Events

Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.

Meat RaffleMeat Raffle
Every Saturday Every Saturday 6 p.m. 6 p.m. 

 

Bean BagBean Bag
 Tournaments Tournaments

Sun., April 7 & 21Sun., April 7 & 21

bears to emerge from dens 
early to look around or find 
a quick, high-calorie snack.

“Bird feeders can become 
bear feeders,” said Andrew 
Tri, DNR bear project lead-
er. “Birdseed and grains are 
very attractive to bears look-
ing for a quick, high-calorie 
meal. Prevention is key. 
Once a bear finds a food 
source, it will likely return.”

As bears emerge from hi-
bernation, their metabolism 
gradually ramps up as they 
transition from nibbling on 
plants to more substantial 
meals. Food and food odors 
attract bears, and they can 
pick up a scent from over a 
mile away.

Home and cabin owners 
can prevent bear conflicts 
now by using the BearWise 
checklist (files.dnr.state.
mn.us/wildlife/bear/bear-
wise/mn-bearwise-at-home-
checklist.pdf) and follow-
ing these BearWise basics: 
(bearwise .org / s ix -bear-
wise-basics): Remove bird 

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
is encouraging homeowners 
to remove birdfeeders now 
and check their property 
for food sources that could 

attract bears.
While most of the female 

bears with cubs and year-
lings are still near their den-
ning areas, the mild winter 
has caused some full-grown 

Prevent conflicts with bears this spring 

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
is asking people to share 
their thoughts on how the 
DNR manages muskellunge 
as part of an update to the 
state’s muskie long-range 
plan.

For the plan update, the 
Minnesota DNR hopes to 
hear from anglers who fish 
for muskies, other anglers, 
lake-user groups, partners 
in tribal nations, and anyone 
interested in muskies. People 
can share input in an online 
scoping survey on the Min-
nesota DNR muskie web-
page (mndnr.gov/muskie). 
A webinar about the update 
process is planned for fall 
2024, and in the winter of 
2024-2025 the public will be 
able to review and provide 
input on a draft plan.

Muskies are a large, pop-
ular predator fish native to 

Minnesota. The Minnesota 
DNR manages muskies by 
stocking them into waters, 
setting harvest and season 
regulations, population 
monitoring and research, 
and outreach and education 
about muskies.

As part of the plan update, 
the Minnesota DNR is con-
sidering ways to enhance 
muskie stocking in lakes 
that already have muskies, 
how to ensure that hatch-
eries can produce enough 
quality-sized muskies to 
meet stocking needs in these 
lakes, and options for im-
proving public education 
surrounding muskie biology, 
ecology, and management.
Muskie background

Minnesota has 102 wa-
ters managed for muskies, 
comprising 2% of the state’s 
fishable lakes and rivers 
and 21% of the total surface 

area that is fishable. Muskies 
have been introduced in 48 
lakes and are maintained in 
these lakes through stocking. 
The state record muskie for 
catch-and-release length is 
58 1/4 inches, caught on 
Mille Lacs Lake in 2022.

Recent Minnesota DNR 
research on muskie diets 
show that, on a popula-
tion level, pike and bass 
consume much more food 
than muskies in the lakes 
where they are present. The 
research found that muskies 
consumed a wide range 
of prey, but the primary 
makeup of muskie diets are 
yellow perch, white sucker, 
bullheads, invertebrates and 
northern pike. Cisco can also 
be important in those lakes 
where their populations are 
abundant. Walleye are not 
an important component of 
muskie diets.

Crow Wing County Land 
Services is reminding prop-
erty owners affected by ice 
ridges this winter the op-
tions for repairing shoreline 
damage. Given the lack of 
snow and above average 
temperatures this winter, 
many lakeshore landscapes 
around the county have 
been affected by severe ice 
ridge damage this spring. 
Before repairing shoreline 
damage, property owners 
should consult the Land Ser-
vices Department or their 
city/town zoning office for 
a review of applicable rules.

“Given this winter’s con-
ditions or lack of, we are ex-
pecting that many property 
owners will be affected by 
annual ice ridges this year” 
stated Chris Pence, Environ-
mental Services Manager.

The Crow Wing County 
Land Use Ordinance al-
lows an annual ice ridge 
to be re-graded back to its 
original elevation without 
a permit when the work is 
done in the same year the 
ice ridge occurred. Annual 
ice ridges are defined as a 
linear mound of lakebed 

materials pushed up onto 
the lakeshore by the action 
of ice within a calendar 
year.

It is important to remem-
ber that the soil from the 
annual ice ridge cannot 
be pushed back into the 
lake and must be graded 
back away from the lake. 
Erosion and sediment con-
trol measures such as a silt 
fence must be implemented 
before any work is started 
on the project.

Land Services encourages 
landowners to implement 
near shore buffers with 
native vegetation to help 
reduce annual ice ridges. 
The deep roots hold the soil 
in place and helps shore-
lines be less susceptible 
to ice action on lakes. The 
Crow Wing Soil and Water 
Conservation District can 
be a technical resource for 
landowners interested in 
planting and establishing 
natural buffers. Visit https://
www.cwswcd.org/.

Any dirt moving activi-
ties on a historic ice ridge 
requires a shoreland alter-
ation permit. Historic ice 

ridges are a linear mound 
of lakebed materials pushed 
up onto the lakeshore by the 
action of ice over a period 
of two or more years upon 
which wel l -es tabl ished 
trees, shrubs or grasses are 
growing.

Additionally, the Minne-
sota DNR and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers may 
need to be consulted if res-
toration work extends be-
low the ordinary high-water 
level (OHWL) of the lake.

Citizens are encouraged 
to contact the Land Ser-
vices Department at (218) 
824-1010 or landservices@
crowwing.gov to discuss 
shoreland alterations or oth-
er land use questions before 
starting any construction 
projects. Information about 
land use in Crow Wing 
County can be found at 
www.crowwing.gov.

DNR seeks input on muskie planIce ridge shoreline damage

feeders when bears are 
active. Secure food, garbage 
and recycling  Never feed 
or approach a bear.  Never 
leave pet food outdoors.  
Clean and store grills and 
smokers. Alert neighbors to 
bear activity.
More bear information

People should be cautious 
around bears and give them 
space. If bear problems per-
sist after cleaning up food 
sources, contact a Minneso-
ta DNR area wildlife office 
for advice.

To find a local wildlife 
manager, contact the DNR 
Information Center at 651-
296-6157 or 888-646-6367, 
or visit wildlife area office 
contact information (mndnr.
gov/areas/wildlife) on the 
Minnesota DNR website. 

For more information on 
how to live responsibly with 
bears visit the Minnesota 
DNR website (mndnr.gov/
livingwith_wildlife/bears) 
or BearWise website (bear-
wise.org).
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